
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The 500 Festival believes there is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite 
like the Indianapolis 500®, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and 
pride surrounding this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education 
Program gives us the dual pleasure of accomplishing that mission while working with Indiana’s 
superior teachers and students to provide an interesting and fulfilling curriculum that shows 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. 
 
This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based on 
carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® that 
brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including Indiana 
Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is specifically 
designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. The lessons 
meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social studies, visual arts, 
physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for the students is 
knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition. 
 
The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program, and we were honored by the opportunity to 
touch more than 21,000 young lives this year. We are looking forward to 2013 to provide and 
even better educational and cultural experience for Hoosier fourth graders, and help cultivate 
the next generation of race fans. 



 
 
 
 
Background/Purpose 
Since 2004, the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program, presented by 
Indiana University Health has been dedicated to providing a top-notch curriculum to 
Hoosier fourth graders introducing them to Indiana’s vast motorsports culture. 
 
All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the 
school: 

 Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an 
appreciation of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. 

 The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in 
April or May. Schools are not required to participate in the Study Trips to be 
enrolled in the program. Students experience on-site programming designed to 
incorporate the lessons learned in the classroom. Schools attending the Study 
Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset some of their 
transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and 
Nutrition Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History, Medical Safety, Pagoda 
Experience and The Many Careers of IndyCar. 
 

More than 21,000 students participated in the 2012 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® 
Education Program, presented by Indiana University Health. 
 
Target Audience 
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth-grade students 
because that is the year students study Indiana history. 
 
Sponsors 
The sponsors of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program, presented by 
IU Health are the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Indiana 
University Health (New title sponsor this year!), Methodist Health Foundation, AAA 
Hoosier Motor Club, the American Dairy Association of Indiana, Inc., BKD, LLP and the 
IZOD IndyCar Series. 
 
Education Providers/Involvement by local educational institutions 
Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom 
with fourth-grade teachers walking students through the curriculum. The students work 
on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. 



 
The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day supplement 
to the lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the 
students to see what they learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers 
serve as the instructors. These volunteers are one of the most vital and delightful 
aspects of the Education Program. Every year they bring incredible expertise and 
enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the atmosphere of the 
Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the cultural icon. 
 
Duration of Program 
The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s event schedule 
since 2004, and more than 175,000 Hoosier students have participated since its 
inception. In addition to the classroom lessons that begin at the start of the school year, 
the 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway® offer nine Study Trips to the world-
famous 2.5-mile track during April and May. At these Study Trips, students will spend 
part of a school day at the track where they will interact with 500 Festival volunteers and 
learn about the monumental motor sports culture they are a part of. 
 
Measurable results 

 
The 2011 and 2012 numbers speak volumes about the success of the Education 
Program. More and more Indiana schools are learning about the program and are 
taking the opportunity to share in this unique educational experience.  
 
Education Program (by the numbers) 2012 2011 
Schools Registered 320 321 
Returning Schools 269 233 
New Schools 51 

 
88 

Number of Students 
 

21,646 
 

23,826 
 

Number of Classrooms 860 938 
Schools Attending Study Trip 140 136 
Number of Students Visiting IMS 8,397 8,687 
Number of Study Trip dates 9 10 
 
In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves 
as inspiration to enhance the overall experience each year. 
 
"It was a worthwhile program. As we study Indiana history in 4th grade, we try to instill in 
our students pride in their state. Learning about (visiting) IMS helps develop that pride." 
– Teacher’s comments from survey  
   
"Outstanding educational program. Volunteers were courteous & informative. Track 
atmosphere - exciting. Students absolutely loved it." – Teacher’s comments from survey 
 



"This field trip ties into lessons we teach the kids in class. We teach U.S. and Indiana 
history and the Indianapolis 500 is a big part of that history. With us (the school) being 
from the area we are, so close to Terre Haute and the Hulman family, this is a great way 
to teach that history and a great experience for the kids to do something they may never 
do again." Teacher’s comments from news story, The Brazil Times 
 
“I learned how important math and science is to be able to figure out how much gas to 
put in the car to run the race. We also learned that the first seatbelt and rearview mirror 
was made because of the racecars." Student’s comments from news story, The Brazil 
Times 



 
 
 
 
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program 
this year is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This curriculum guide is sent to teachers at schools 
that sign up to be a part of the program. 
 
“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for fourth 
grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the Indianapolis 
500® and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language arts, math, 
science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The curriculum also 
includes an authentic assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500® and the 500 Festival. 
 
The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study. In 
each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the cultural icon. 
 
Included in this section is the students’ curriculum guide that includes a timeline of historical 
events and the teachers’ curriculum guide that leads them through the lessons. 



 

 

Essay Contest Details 
 
 

991 essays were submitted (up 25% from last year) answering the following prompt:  

The IPL 500 Festival Parade is one of the largest parades in the United States 
with over 300,000 people lining the two mile parade route.  The parade includes 
floats, bands, clowns, huge helium balloons, the 500 princesses, the 33 
Indianapolis 500® qualifiers, and a Grand Marshal. 
 
Imagine you have been selected to recommend a Grand Marshal for the 
parade.  The committee has decided to honor a Hoosier as Grand Marshal.  For 
this parade, the Grand Marshal may be from the past or the present.  Who would 
you choose?  Why does this Hoosier deserve to be Grand Marshal for the IPL 
500 Festival Parade?  Convince the committee that your Hoosier 
recommendation is the best choice. 

 
List of what each winner/teacher won for the essay contest: 

o Runner-Ups received a 500 Festival Gift Pack including a signed Hero Card by a 
2012 IndyCar driver, a signed Dario Franchitti or Scott Dixon diecast IndyCar, a 
500 Festival backpack, a 500 Festival notebook, a 500 Festival slap bracelet and 
a 500 Festival cooler. 

o The winner received four tickets to the IPL 500 Festival Parade, four tickets to 
the 2012 Indianapolis 500®, two plaques recognizing her accomplishment (one 
for her to keep, and one for her school to display) and a 500 Festival Gift Pack 
including a signed Hero Card by a 2012 IndyCar driver, a signed Scott Dixon 
diecast IndyCar, a 500 Festival backpack, a 500 Festival notebook, a 500 
Festival slap bracelet, a 500 Festival cooler and a 500 Festival Water Bottle. 

o The teachers of the winning students received two tickets to Qualifications for the 
2012 Indianapolis 500 and two tickets to the IPL 500 Festival Parade. 

 



 
 
 
 
In 2012, the 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway® hosted 9 Study Trips for Indiana 
fourth graders during April and May. These educational trips provide the opportunity for students 
to experience the history encased in the Speedway first-hand after studying it in the classroom. 
 
Students spent their Study Trip day rotating through different stations where knowledgeable and 
passionate volunteers taught them about different aspects of the Speedway and IndyCar racing. 
The motorsports industry offers the unique opportunity to engage students in standard-sound 
education – with the math involved in timing and scoring, with the richness of the Indiana 
history, with the science behind the cars and the safety equipment and more – while making the 
learning a memorable, fun and exciting experience! 



 

 

“What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your 
updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.” 
 
Specifically related to the in-class portion of the Education Program, an online teacher portal 
was created for all fourth grade teachers enrolled in the Program to use. On the online portal, 
we provided electronic copies of all lesson plans and activity sheets, general program 
information and information for those schools attending one of our nine Study Trip dates. This 
portal was a great way for teachers to actively check information about the Program and easily 
look up lesson plans while planning for their day. Being the first year for this separate site, many 
teachers indicated that they had forgotten about the site later in the year (when they were 
teaching the lesson plans) because it was new. Next year, the website link will be provided in all 
email communication sent to teachers to ensure that all teachers are aware and remember the 
site. We will continue to encourage all teachers to use this device not only to receive knowledge 
about the Program, but to (eventually) eliminate the need for paper copies of the Curriculum to 
be sent to all schools and classrooms participating.  
 
With the new presenting sponsorship of Indiana University Health, we developed a “Health & 
Nutrition Station” during the Study Trip day to get students up and moving, and teach them 
about following a healthy lifestyle, which ties into our state’s health initiative. Throughout the 15 
minute station, students followed along a video of IndyCar driver James Hinchcliffe leading them 
in stretches and several workout moves. Additionally, they learned how to make a healthy and 
delicious snack from a Nutritionist at IU Health and discussed the importance of eating five fruits 
or vegetables a day, limiting yourself to only two hours (or less) of television watching per day, 
being active  for at least one hour per day and staying away from sugar sweetened drinks such 
as soda. Overall, the new station was a positive experience for teachers and students alike. In 
an optional survey that we send to all teachers who participated in the Study Trip, nearly 90% 
(of those who completed the survey) stated that they were either satisfied or strongly satisfied 
with their experience at the Health & Nutrition Station. Furthermore, from the survey, the 
following responses were including in an open-ended question asking teachers to explain the 
best aspect of their Study Trip:  
 

 “The Health and Nutrition station was so fun for the kids! It was great that they actually 
made them stand up and exercise. Our students were thrilled with the free banana too.” 

 “The students really enjoy the "hands on activities" such as the flag station and the 
health and nutrition station.” 

 “The students loved being engaged, the flags and the nutrition stations proved this.” 

 “The Health and Nutrition Station this year was very good. It was nice for the students to 
be able to be "up and active" rather than another place to sit and listen.” 
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