
Saint	  Paul	  Fesitval	  &	  Heritage	  Foundation	  
Saint	  Paul	  Winter	  Carnival	  
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3M Beyond the Classroom 
 
Introduction and background of main event: 

The Beyond the Classroom program was created 15 years ago to enable 
St. Paul’s youth to be a part of the history and legend of the Saint Paul 
Winter Carnival.  The Winter Carnival generates such great excitement in 
Saint Paul. A goal is to make sure everyone is involved in learning about 
the festival.  Reaching out towards schools is not only to benefit the Winter 
Carnival by raising more awareness; it is to nourish the minds of young 
people.  The Winter Carnival wants to inspire children with its story, which 
is part truth, part magic and imagination. The Saint Paul Festival and 
Heritage Foundation, St. Paul Public Schools Community Education 
Service Learning Program and the Science Museum of Minnesota have 
partnered for the last three years to provide engaging learning 
experiences during this event. 
 

Description and purpose of program: 
Beyond the classroom was created to involve children in the history of The 
Saint Paul Winter Carnival.  The Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation 
wanted to be a part of educating St. Paul Public School students in an 
appealing way.   
 

Target Audience:  
The target audience of this program is elementary students in third and 
fourth grade in St. Paul Public School district.  
  

Duration of Program 
This program ran Tuesday, January 31, 2012 through Thursday, February 
2, 2012.  Beyond the Classroom has been part of the Saint Paul Winter 
Carnival for over 15 years. 
 

Who provided the education and in what setting: 
3M sponsors this program each year. Saint Paul Winter Carnival staff, 
past royalty and volunteers teaches the students the long 126-year-old 
history of our festival. The Science Museum of Minnesota also sponsors 
with their in-kind donation of their event space to house the activities and 
children for the duration of the event, and also help with educational 
components.  
 

Involvement of local educational institutions and professional education:  



The Saint Paul Winter Carnival is a ten-day event.  However, it is more 
than just an event, it is about community involvement by the entire city of 
St. Paul; the city comes alive during Carnival - Beyond the classroom is 
part of this excitement. Beyond the Classroom is in the middle of the ten-
day period and is located in downtown St. Paul just blocks from Rice Park 
where many of the carnival activities happen. SPPS students travel to the 
Science Museum of Minnesota where Winter Carnival Senior Royalty 
explain the Legend of the Carnival and its rich 126-year history, followed 
by the Museum’s engaging Science Live Cryogenics Program. Students 
then walked to the nearby Rice Park to experience the “cold” of winter as 
they viewed award winning ice sculptures and watched Master Ice Carver 
Tom Schiller demonstrates this art form. This true Minnesota field trip 
allowed students to explore history, art and science in a unique format. 
In addition, because of the activities through Beyond the Classroom 
Harding Senior High School, Humboldt High School and Johnson Senior 
High School participated in the Winter Carnival Grand Day Parade and 
Farnsworth Aerospace PreK-8 Magnet performed in the Torchlight 
Parade. 
 

Saint Paul Winter Carnival Beyond the Classroom Budget: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

educators that are involved.  One of the best pieces of proof of success is that 
there is a significant waiting list of schools to get into the program in the future.   

h.  

Saint Paul Winter Carnival Beyond 
the Classroom Educational Hour   
    
         Budget 
Income   
Sponsorship 20,000.00 
Event Revenue   
Donation bins   
Total Income 20,000.00 
    
Expense   
Noon Hour Showcase   
Science Museum of Minnesota 2,500.00 
St. Paul Schools 5,000.00 
Reserve Policeman 1,000.00 
Programming 3,000.00 
Ice- Rice Park 2,300.00 
Signage 1,500.00 
Entertainment  Ethnic Groups 1,700.00 
Marketing/Promotions 1,000.00 
Permits 1,000.00 
Sound System 1,000.00 
    

Total Expense 
 $         
20,000.00  

    
Net Income 0.00 
    
    

i.  Saint Paul Public School Students- 1,100, Paid Staff- 2, Volunteers- 800 
j. Every year there is a waiting list for schools to be a part of this great educational 

experience.  St. Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation continues to apply for 
more grants and funding to provide this experience for even more students each 
year so more can enjoy the Award winning science museum, receive a lesson in 
fire and ice, and are able to learn the legend to carry it on for years.  

k. Additional Information 
a. The students were picked up from their schools by busses provided by the 

Winter Carnival and dropped off at the Science Museum of Minnesota.  
After welcoming of all students and introductions of volunteers and staff 
the Senior Royalty of the Winter Carnival spoke about the Legend and the 



 
Take-away for participants: 

This program has been very successful in the mission of engaging 
students in a non-conventional way.  Feedback has been very positive 
from students and here is a significant waiting list of schools to get into the 
program in the future.   

Tie-in of program to main event: 
  Saint Paul Public School Students- 1,100, Paid Staff- 2, Volunteers- 800 
Overall success of the program: 

Every year there is a waiting list for schools to be a part of this great 
educational experience.  St. Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation 
continues to apply for more grants and funding to provide this experience 
for even more students each year so more can enjoy the Award winning 
science museum, receive a lesson in fire and ice, and are able to learn the 
legend to carry it on for years.  

Additional Information: 
a. The students were picked up from their schools by busses provided by 
the Winter Carnival and dropped off at the Science Museum of Minnesota. 
After welcoming of all students and introductions of volunteers and staff 
the Senior Royalty of the Winter Carnival spoke about the Legend and the 
involved and how the story progressed into something more and more 
each year. The Science Museum then did their presentation to the kids 
explaining the Science Museum and the history of it along with how it is 
tied in with the Winter Carnival. The kids then walked across the street to 
Rice Park where they enjoyed ice carvings and music.  The entire 
experience lasts about two hours each year.  
b. Volunteers were providers of the educational program.  There were 
volunteers through the Winter Carnival who were also the Carnival Royalty 
Characters, and the Science Museum provided volunteers to explain their 
organization and provide insight to the students of why science is so 
important to learn.  This learning experience was done all in the walls of 
the Science Museum of Minnesota, they provided a room for the students 
to congregate and listen.   
Once the students walked down the street to Rice Park they were 
chaperoned by teachers, Winter Carnival volunteers, and volunteer 
parents to view the ice carvings.  Master Ice Carver Tom Schiller 
demonstrated this art form for all of the kids. 
c. Saint Paul Public Schools is involved in this program; they submit 
registration forms for their schools to be admitted.  There has been a 
waiting list for multiple years as there is limited space and it is on very high 
demand to be added to their curriculum.   
d. The take away from this program was more imagination and 
understanding of other forms of art including ice carving.  The Saint Paul  
Festival and Heritage Foundation wanted the children to gain more 



knowledge about the history of the Carnival along with St. Paul as a city.   
The Science Museum raised more awareness of what they have to offer 
and the exciting experiences that are to be had. 

	  


