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Georgia Power 
 
OVERVIEW 
Georgia Power is the largest subsidiary of Southern Company, one of the 
nation’s largest generators of electricity.  The company is an investor-owned, tax-
paying utility, serving customers in 57,000 of the state’s 59,000 square miles. 
Georgia Power’s rates are well below the national average and its 2.4 million 

customers are in all but four of Georgia’s 159 counties. 
 
GOALS AND SUCCESS 
Georgia Power has been a leader in economic development for more than 80 
years. Macon’s International Cherry Blossom Festival contributes greatly to the 
economic impact in the state of Georgia and in particular to Macon-Bibb County.  
Georgia Power has been a long-time supporter of the Cherry Blossom Festival 
through community involvement, sponsorships and associates volunteering their 
time and talents during the 10 day Festival. Certainly, planning and implementing 
a successful 10-day event that attracts thousands of participants and attendees 
is important to Georgia Power as a corporate partner. 
 
Thomas J. Wicker, central region vice president for Georgia Power served as the 
Festival Chairman in 2011.  He was instrumental along with the President and 
CEO in reshaping the vision for the Festival. With his leadership, he encouraged 
more businesses to serve as sponsors for the Festival, thereby increasing 
sponsor participation by 20 percent in 2011 and 7 percent on 2012.  Wicker also 
determined that the Festival needed additional staff to ensure a successful event.  
He identified and loaned a full-time Georgia Power associate to provide 
leadership while working in-kind with the Cherry Blossom Festival for 120 days 
during the time leading up to, during and after the Festival.  This effort proved to 
be successful for the Festival staff and the overall Festival goals.   
 
 
HOW GEORGIA POWER STANDS OUT 
Georgia Power is proud of its community stewardship.  The company motto “A 
Citizen Wherever We Serve” has long been the phrase that promotes our 
community stewardship around the state of Georgia. Georgia Power’s 
participation with Macon Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival is a 
win/win.  The company logo and brand was prominently displayed throughout the 
Festival. 
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PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORHIP 
 

 Platinum level recognition on 65,000 schedules of events for the Festival 

 Platinum level recognition on cherryblossom.com  

 Platinum level recognition on all publicity (media outlets) 
 

The 2012 Cherry Blossom Festival Ball Drop 
Georgia Power served as the presenting sponsor for the New Year’s Eve Ball 
Drop, an event that attracted thousands of people to downtown Macon on Cherry 
Street.  This family event included a local and popular DJ to entertain the crowd 
with diverse music prior to the ball drop at 12 midnight.  Children and adults were 
dancing in the street the entire evening in anticipation of the Cherry Blossom Ball 
Drop. The 2011-2012 Ball Drop was an opportunity to include a firework finale 
that was launched from behind Terminal Station, a historic landmark in Macon.  
The crowd, especially the children enjoyed the display while sipping on hot 
chocolate and dancing to the music.   
 
Georgia Power received publicity as follows: 

 Display of logo during media (radio, television and print) mentions and 
promotions.  

 Banner with the company logo was on display at the event.   

 Georgia Power representative welcomed the crowd and made comments 
on stage  

 Recognition on cherryblossomballdrop.com 
 

The 2012 Cherry Blossom Gala Ball 

 Georgia Power was the co-presenting sponsorship of the Cherry Blossom 
Gala Ball.  The Company received recognition in all Gala advertising 
including television, radio and print. In addition, the company received a 
table for 10 at the gala. The central region vice president addressed the 
audience at the Gala. The Company had an opportunity to include items in 
the Gala Ball gift bag (if available) and to place an ad in the Gala Ball 
program.   

 
The 2012 Festival Participation “Georgia Power’s In-Kind Services”  
In-kind services included time and effort of associates from Georgia Power 
associates as follows:   

 

 Region Vice President served as the 2012 Chairman, Board of Directors.  
As the chairman of the board, he worked closely with the President and 
CEO and the 2012 Festival Chairman to ensure the Festival’s success  
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 Four loaned associates who donated more than 100 hours which equates 
to at least one full time Cherry Blossom Festival staffer. They help 
organize the cherry trees sale to attendees at the Festival, set up for the 
Gala including decorating and table layout and assignments for sponsors 
and attendees.  These associates assisted with set up and coordinated 
volunteers for the Tunes and Balloon event.  They set up the VIP tent and 
coordinated efforts for the balloon race while managing crowd control and 
clean up efforts. 

 Associates helped with ice cream set up at Third Street Park and 
decorating for Founders day.  They ensured that staging was set up and 
clean up was handled properly during the five-day event.     

 Associates checked identification during the Street Party 

 Associates greeted guests at Central City’s “Peek At The Park”  

 A team of associates created a bed racer and trained for participation in 
the 2012 Cherry Blossom Festival Bed Race.  In 2011, Georgia Power 
was the reigning champion of the bed race.  

 
2012 Levee Fest  
In addition to the Cherry Blossom Festival, Georgia Power is the co-presenter of 
the Cherry Blossom Festival’s 2012 Levee Fest in October.  The Levee Fest 
features a competition barbeque cookoff, family funfest and live music in 
October. As a co-presenter, Georgia Power will receive its logo on the website 
and t-shirts and the opportunity to display its logo banner.  Also, we will receive 
verbal stage recognition, exhibit space, and 10 shirts and VIP parking passes. 

 


