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It is both a pleasure and a privilege to be able to endorse the entry for the city of Dubai for the 2012 International Festivals and Events 
Association (IFEA) World Festival and Events City Awards on behalf of the Government of Dubai. 

As the current holder of the title IFEA World Festival and Event City for the Middle East, Dubai continues to innovate, excite and inspire 
– delivering events and festivals that are simply world class. 

In a matter of just decades, Dubai has transformed itself into one of the world’s leading destinations for leisure, tourism, business and 
trade. Festivals and events have been at the heart of this growth, supported by a government that understands their value and has 
invested in infrastructure, venues, attractions and festivals, working hand-in-hand with the private sector. 

Whether it is the annual anticipation created by Dubai Shopping Festival, which has played a major role in establishing Dubai as one of 
the world’s retail capitals; or the finery and finesse of the world’s richest horse race at the Dubai World Cup; the cultural capital created 
through the Dubai International Film Festival, Art Dubai and Design Days; or the spectacle of the world’s tallest building Burj Khalifa 
illuminated with fireworks each New Year’s Eve; the city has staked its claim not just as the regional leader in events but as a true global 
contender and ‘must visit’ destination for people from all corners of the globe. 

With such a strong line up of annual events and festivals as well as one off events the Dubai Government launched the Dubai Calendar 
in 2011 to share this amazing offering with locals and visitors alike. 

The confidence in our city’s ability to deliver has never been stronger and is perhaps illustrated best by this year’s bid for Dubai as Host 
City for World Expo 2020 – with public and private sectors as well as the population of Dubai united in the aim to welcome the world to 
our world city. 

I hope that our entry gives a small indication of the excitement and energy of Dubai and that our efforts to deliver events and entertainment 
that surpass any other destination in the region make us worthy of retaining our title as the IFEA World Festival and Events City for the 
Middle East.

HH Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed Al Maktoum 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Emirates Airline & Group 
Chairman Dubai Airports
President Dubai Civil Aviation Authority 
Chairman Dubai Economic Sector Development Committee
Chairman of the Dubai Supreme Fiscal Committee
Chairman of the Expo 2020 Dubai UAE Candidate City
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It is with great pride that I endorse Dubai’s application for the 2012 IFEA Festival and Event City Award.

Dubai has an active and vibrant events industry which has grown exponentially over the last ten years making the city the hub for event 
professionals in the Middle East region.

This dynamic environment is made possible by the support and leadership of events by the Dubai Government. The government’s 
commitment to events is best exemplified through the strengthening of the Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment in 2009.

As an agency of the Department of Economic Development, established pursuant to Law No. 30 of 2009, the Dubai Events and 
Promotions Establishment is responsible for developing the retail and events sectors and promoting Dubai as a year-round event and 
shopping destination.

The community, social and economic impact of events are highly regarded by leading global event cities and these benefits are at the 
core of the government events strategy in Dubai. Events have transformed the tourism sector across the world and it is without doubt that 
they are a significant factor in converting Dubai’s over 9 million visitors annually making it one of the top ten urban destinations globally.

Events and Festivals such as Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises, Dubai World Cup and Ramadan in Dubai have 
transformed the city as well as the approach to events across the region. In 2011 the Dubai government continued to demonstrate its 
support for events through the launch of the Dubai Calendar, an initiative that has brought government, industry and the consumer 
together to further strengthen Dubai’s position as a global events city.

The vision behind Dubai’s Festival and Events strategy is best articulated by our Ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, also 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE. 

Dubai is the city where “We don’t wait for things to happen, we make them happen”

As the holder of the 2011 Middle East region IFEA World Festival and Event City I encourage you to consider Dubai as the global IFEA 
World Festival and Event City for 2012.

H.E. Laila Mohammed Suhail
Chief Executive Officer
Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment

3



Introduction ..........................................................................................................................5

Section One : Community Overview ................................................................................6

Section Two : Community Festivals and Events ............................................................12

Section Three : Government Support of Festivals and Events .........................................30

Section Four : Community Support of Festivals and Events...........................................41

Section Five : Leveraging Community Capital Created by Festivals and Events...........49

Section Six : Additional Information ..............................................................................55

Section Seven :Supporting Material ..................................................................................61

Contents

4



Dubai is a city well known for its ability to host world class events. Its 
unparalled success in creating and attracting events and festivals 
has seen the city develop a unique calendar of events that reflects 
the spirit of Dubai.
Dubai is a city of contrasts. It’s where the sand meets the sea, east meets 
west, the past meets the future and with people from over 200 nationalities 
making Dubai their home it has one of the most diverse cultures in the world. Its 
excellent connectivity to any part of the world, more than two billion people from 
three continents live within four hours’ flight time of the city, make it the ideal 
location for staging world events. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has extended his father’s vision 
to place Dubai on the world stage by transforming the city to a modern hub. This 
vision is also at the forefront of Dubai’s event strategy. 

Events and festivals are an integral part of Dubai’s makeup. The Emirate has 
celebrated community events and activities for hundreds of years ranging from 
cultural dance and music, fishing and diving celebrations through to camel 
racing and tribal celebrations. Collectively these events help tell the story of 
Dubai – a fast growing global city whose diversity and ‘can do’ attitude coupled 
with its rich culture and heritage is celebrated through events. 

These events are supported by the government, industry, local community and 
tourists alike and Dubai’s success in attracting, creating and hosting events has 
cemented its place on the world stage. The young but dynamic events industry 
in Dubai is continually developing, mentoring and growing, staying at the top of 
global trends and leading change in the region.

Community research has shown that residents and 
visitors alike see Dubai as a vibrant and energetic 
city where there is always something to do. With 
activities and events on throughout the year the city 
is seen as inclusive, safe and family oriented at the 
same time as being a global city that is continually 
reinventing itself through infrastructure, events, 
festivals and attractions. 

The mix of business, sporting, community, cultural 
and lifestyle events is unsurpassed anywhere else 
in the world. What other city has hosted in the last 
twelve months a record breaking 15,000 attendees at 
the World Conference on Diabetes, Dubai Shopping 
Festival with 4 million visitors injecting $4.1 billion into 
the local economy, the Dubai World Cup, the world’s 
richest horse race, and the world’s most beautiful 
sailing race the Al Gafal 60ft Dhow Race celebrating 
the culture and heritage of Dubai. 

In 2011 the Dubai Calendar was launched bringing 
these events together with the hundreds of other 
events held in the city each year to showcase the rich 
and diverse event offering in the city. A government 
led initiative, the Dubai Calendar brings together 
government, industry and consumers cementing 
Dubai’s place as a world class events city.

Dubai received many accolades in 2011 - the 
leading Sports City in the Middle East and Africa; 
the number one business events destination in the 
Middle East (International Convention and Congress 
Association); winner of the Festival and Event City 
Award for the Middle East (International Festival and 
Events Association); and is one of the global top ten 
urban tourism destinations, attracting more than 9.3 
million visitors in 2011.

As a leading global festival and event city Dubai is 
proud of its magnificent track record and success.

INTRODUCTION
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Community Overview
For two and a half millennia, the Gulf coast has been a crossroads 
of the world. From the Persian Royal Road to the Han Dynasty’s 
Silk Road, from the trading posts of the 19th century to the 
hypermodernity of today’s UAE, people have always converged 
here. They come to do business but also to share ideas, experience 
and inspiration.

1.1  Dubai a multicultural global hub or city 
of superlatives

Dubai, one of the seven Emirates of the United Arab Emirates, has been 
described by the United Nations as one of the most multi-cultural cities in the 
world. Today, there are over 200 nationalities living in a 1,588 square mile area 
on the edge of the desert surrounded by sand and the Gulf. From a pearl and 
fishing port, Dubai has grown faster than any other city in the world. From just 
10,000 inhabitants in the 1940s, Dubai is today home to over 2 million people. 
As a business hub and a vibrant cosmopolitan city, Dubai has attracted residents 
from around the world who now make up 95% of the population. This openness 
to foreigners and business has given Dubai the competitive edge reflected in the 
number of event management companies and events held each year.

It was, however, Dubai’s visionary leader and founding father Sheikh Rashid 
Bin Al Maktoum who resolved to turn Dubai into an economic powerhouse by 
diversifying its economy. His son, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
extended the vision by transforming the city to a modern hub. As countries from 
the Gulf rapidly developed through the export of oil, Dubai stuck to its vision of 
building its own infrastructure and soon became the region’s centre for trade 
with the rest of the world. Visionary decisions to expand the creek to make it 
shippable for trading, to build the world’s first container port shortly followed by a 
major airport hub and the launch of its own airlines, Emirates Airlines, have been 
pivotal to grant access to the Middle East for the rest of the world through Dubai. 

A city of Arabia, Dubai is also a city of the world. It has a reputation of being a 
safe city and its cosmopolitan atmosphere attracts visitors from far and wide. 
Its geographical location between the East and the West and the excellent 
connectivity to any part of the world- more than two billion people from three 
continents live within four hours’ flight time of the city, make it the ideal location 
for staging world events. 

Internationally, Dubai ranks among the top 10 most visited cities in the world 
with over 9.3 million people visiting the Emirate in 2011. Dubai is well known 
for its luxury hotels. In the first quarter Dubai had over 577 hotels and hotel 
apartments with over 75,171 rooms or serviced flats. It is one of the few cities in 
the world that has the distinction of having two seven star hotels – the iconic Burj 
Al Arab and the Armani Hotel in Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest building.

SeCTION I
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Over 1 million people visit the city every day travelling to their work places 
from neighbouring Emirates, primarily Abu Dhabi and Sharjah. As a tourist and 
business hub Dubai is well known for hosting festivals and events that grab 
the world’s attention. From world class sporting events, concerts and festivals 
to business events, there is plenty of action for millions of people visiting the 
emirate. In 2011, more than 1.5 million people reached Dubai for over 300 
business events alone, contributing 2.5% to the city’s GDP, and continuing to 
position the events sector as a key contributor to Dubai’s growth. 

Dubai is well known as a global retail destination, ranked second only to London 
in terms of international retail brand presence Dubai’s retail space has over 70 
shopping centres and malls and the largest global concentration of mega malls 
with over 1,000,000 million square metres in gross leasable areas. In 2011, 
Dubai Mall, one of the largest malls in the world, experienced alone a footfall 
of over 54 million, and, not surprisingly, the retail sector accounts for 15% of 
Dubai’s GDP. Besides modern retail centres, Dubai is also home to traditional 
souks for gold, spices and food. 

Established in 1996, the Dubai Shopping Festival has played a central role in 
establishing Dubai as a tourism destination whilst stimulating the retail sector. 
In 2011 the Dubai Shopping Festival attracted more than four million visitors 
who spent more than US$4.1bn over the four weeks of the festival. Dubai 
Summer Surprises, a second festival created in 1998 to attract visitors during 
the summer months, attracted a further four million visitors, including almost 
890,000 international visitors and 3 million from the UAE. 

Dubai’s incredible transformation has made it one of the most recognised city 
brands globally and the leading city brand in the Middle East. Its distinct skyline 
is now famous with the world’s tallest tower Burj Khalifa, the iconic Burj Al Arab, 
the twin Emirates Towers and the Palm Jumeirah.

The diverse landscape of indoor and outdoor venues available 
with varying capacity and layout are ideal to host both major global 
events as well as many smaller community events such as the 
festival of theatre. The many indoor venues allow for events and 
festivals to be held year round and to avoid the extreme heat of the 
Dubai summers. 

Many of the venues are multi-purpose and able to be configured for international 
sporting events and large scale international concerts through to community 
festivals and events. Major venues currently located in Dubai include Dubai 
World Trade Centre, Dubai Sports City, The Sevens Stadium and Hamdan Bin 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Sports Complex. 

In July 2012 the Dubai Sports Council launched the Dubai Sports Destination 
Map showing every sports venue with contact details, GPS, address and website.

Earlier this year, Dubai announced plans to establish a cultural district which will 
include a museum, two art hotels and an opera house. The Dubai Modern Art 
Museum and Opera House District will be located in Emaar’s flagship Downtown 
Dubai near Burj Khalifa.

(A full list of festival and event venues is available in the Supporting Material section)

1.2 Festival and Events Venues 
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Dubai’s strategic location makes it an excellent gateway to 
emerging markets. Well connected to all parts of the world, the city 
offers a thriving ground for the international business community. 
Through business friendly legislation and by providing a safe and 
secure setting, Dubai has continued to grow its entrepreneurial 
environment. Dubai has a world class infrastructure, unmatched 
anywhere else in the region, be it roads, ports, airports, 
transportation, logistics, utilities or telecoms. With its enterprising 
spirit and ambitious vision, Dubai has managed to build a global 
city in the desert in just over 40 years.
As the leading business centre in the Middle East Dubai acts as the financial 
centre between Europe and Asia due both to its location and the time zone in 
which it operates. Half of the Fortune 500 companies have a base in Dubai with 
Dubai International Financial Centre hosting the headquarters for 18 of the top 
25 global banks, 6 of the 10 most important international law firms and 6 of the 
10 biggest insurance and reinsurance companies. 

The entrepreneurial spirit that has been the backbone of the city is evidenced 
by the number of SMEs based in Dubai. From start up technology and digital 
media companies through to advertising, tourism and health businesses the city 
is continually expanding its knowledge base and human capital. 

As a traditional trading hub, Dubai has excellent links with countries across the 
region and beyond. Dubai’s trade continues to grow rapidly and is expected to 
rise 20% to US$300 billion by the end of 2012.  

1.3 Infrastructure

Dubai’s exceptional airport facilities and infrastructure offer global connectivity. 
Dubai International Airport is the 4th busiest international passenger airport in 
the world with 51 million passengers passing through in 2011, according to the 
Airports Council International figures. The airport serves more than 150 airlines 
flying to over 220 destinations across six continents – and is home to Dubai’s 
flagship carrier Emirates Airline, which now flies to more than 120 destinations 
worldwide. Predicted to be the world’s busiest airport by 2015 with expected 
passenger footfall of 75 million, Dubai International Airport is targeting a January 
2013 opening for its Concourse 3, the world’s first terminal dedicated entirely to 
double-decker Airbus A380 aircrafts.

Dubai’s second airport, Al Maktoum International Airport in Jebel Ali, is set to 
become the world’s largest passenger and cargo hub. Phase 1 of the airport is 
completed and fully operational. It currently has the capacity to handle 600,000 
tonnes of cargo per annum and operates 24 hours a day on an A380-compatible, 
4.5 km runway. Phase 2, which includes the construction of an additional two 
automated and one non-automated cargo terminals, is currently under way. 
This is expected to increase the total cargo capacity at the airport to 1.4 million 
tonnes per annum.

Jebel Ali is the world’s third busiest port and the world’s most used port outside 
Asia. 100 containers are unloaded every minute and goods can travel from port 
to airport, along the Logistics Corridor, in just 20 minutes.

Dubai Cruise Terminal was opened in 2010 as part of a complete redevelopment 
of the Port Rashid area. Covering over 3000 square metres the terminal 
experiences the movement of 450,000 passengers a year, a number which is 
steadily growing. Numerous multilane freeways connect different business hubs 
of the emirate to residential areas, shopping malls and attractions. The eight 
lane Sheikh Zayed Road runs the length of the city and joins Emirates Road 
which connects Dubai to the UAE capital Abu Dhabi.
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Dubai has a modern and comfortable public transport system 
reflective of its status as a global city. The Dubai Metro is the world’s 
only driverless metro with two lines connecting and crossing the 
city. The 52.1 km Red Line runs from Dubai International Airport to 
the port area of Jebel Ali whilst the 22.5km Green Line connects 
Dubai Airport Free Zone with Dubai Health Care City. Priced as 
one of the cheapest metros in the world, it provides affordable 
transportation for all residents and visitors of Dubai.

1.4 Public Transport

Further a fleet of air conditioned buses service 80 routes around the city. The 
buses are modern, clean and comfortable and air conditioned bus shelters 
ensure the comfort of passengers throughout the year. 

A fleet of 7942 taxis service the city 24 hours, seven days a week and provide  
a safe and affordable means of transportation for everyone. A variety of taxis 
can be hired depending on needs and preferences these include special access 
vehicles for disabled passengers, ladies cabs for women and families or VIP 
services for the more demanding passenger. 

Dubai also offers a comprehensive water transport system with air conditioned 
water buses providing transport along five creek routes, Abras (traditional 
motorized boats) crossing Dubai Creek for a cost of just 1 Dirham (less than 
US$0.30) a head and the Dubai Ferry linking Dubai Marina, Jumeirah Beach 
and waterfront developments to Dubai Creek via a 45 minute scenic coastal 
journey.

A monorail line connects the iconic Palm Jumeirah developments with the main 
land, soon to be connected with a tram network along the coast of Dubai.
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Dubai is ideally equipped to deal with emergencies and accidents. 
Its cross-functional and high tech control centre brings together all 
emergency and infrastructure services under one roof and allows 
for fast coordination in cases of emergency supported by visual 
contact for most places within the Emirate. The system and joint 
team is also used for patients with heart disease to allow for quick 
response remotely supported by the doctors located within the 
control centre. 
Dubai’s modern police force comprises more than 15,000 personnel who have 
received highly specialized training to deal with all kinds of safety and security 
issues. Dubai Police is the first Arab police institution to apply DNA testing in 
criminal investigation and use electronic fingerprinting. It also stands out as the 
first Arab police force to establish a department exclusively for human rights. 
It was the first Arab force to use the Global Positioning System and the first 
to apply patrol location techniques ahead of many European countries and 
American states. It has won several awards for excellence; locally, regionally 
and globally. Its professional approach has made Dubai one of the safest places 
in the world.

Dubai’s health care services are internationally recognised and are of high 
standard, comparable to those in any developed country. Hospitals feature 
modern facilities and are strategically located to ensure accessibility. There 
are 22 hospitals – both public and private – and several medical clinics in the 
city. Dubai’s public healthcare is run by the Department of Health and Medical 
Services, which provides free or low cost medical services to UAE residents. 
Out of the 22 public and private hospitals operating in the emirate, 13 have 
obtained mandatory international accreditation, such as Joint Commission 
International, Canada accreditation and the Australian Council on Healthcare 
Standards. Government run Rashid Hospital is the only hospital in the Middle 
East to get a disease-specific certification in cardiology from the JCI.

Dubai has an excellent ambulance service operating under Dubai Corporation 
for Ambulance Services established in 2006. There are 68 ambulance stations 
based in police and civil defence stations, hospitals, clinics, Dubai Airport and Al 
Maktoum Airport terminals, roads and highways. The corporation operates 166 
vehicles, including three buses, one of which holds the Guinness World Record 
for the longest ambulance vehicle. This custom-made bus is about 20 metres 
long and can accommodate up to 44 patients at the same time and operate 
as a field hospital. The corporation also examines and licenses ambulances 
belonging to hospitals and clinics. 

Fire and rescue service in Dubai is operated by the Dubai Civil Defence which 
was established in 1976. With the help of state of the art equipment and the 
use of most advanced technologies such as Mobile Command Control Centres, 
Dubai Civil Defence works round the clock, playing a crucial role in protecting 
its citizens, defending public and private properties, rescuing victims, securing 
transportation and protecting national wealth during emergencies.

A fully electronic emergency warning system is deployed in every public building 
and accessible to all private building owners which dramatically reduces response 
times and effective and efficient handling of fires and other emergencies. Dubai 
was the fist city in the Middle East to launch a mobile communication centre to 
provide live feed for the public through television and other media channels.

1.5 Emergency Services
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SeCTION II

The introduction of the 
Dubai Calendar in 2011 
provided a platform for 
Dubai to showcase its 
diverse and dynamic 
events. There’s always 
something on whether it 
be sport, culture, lifestyle, 
community or business.

Community Festivals and Events
Events and Festivals are an integral part of Dubai’s DNA. 
The Emirate has celebrated community events and activities 
for hundreds of years ranging from cultural dance and music, 
fishing and diving celebrations through to camel racing and tribal 
celebrations. As Dubai has grown as a cosmopolitan city events 
and festivals have continued to play an important role whether it 
be to grow and stimulate the economy (Dubai Shopping Festival), 
highlight sporting prowess (Dubai World Cup) or celebrate the 
opening of new hotels and attractions (opening of Atlantis, The 
Palm featuring Kylie Minogue). 

Collectively these events help tell the story of Dubai – a fast growing global city 
whose diversity and ‘can do’ attitude coupled with its rich culture and heritage 
is celebrated through events. These events are supported by the government, 
industry, local community and tourists alike and Dubai’s success in attracting, 
creating and hosting events has certainly put it on the international stage.

Community research has shown that residents and visitors alike see Dubai as a 
vibrant and energetic city where there is always something to do. With activities 
and events on throughout the year the city is seen as inclusive, safe and family 
oriented at the same time as being a global city that is continually reinventing 
itself through infrastructure, events, festivals and attractions. 

13



Dubai was named the leading sports city in the Middle East and 
Africa in 2011, without doubt this is a reflection of the diverse 
sporting events held in the city. These events range from local 
sporting activities such as Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon 
through to global sporting events such as the Dubai World Cup. 
Dubai’s diverse sporting activities are generally coordinated, 
supported or sanctioned by the Dubai Sports Council.

Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon

Held in January each year the Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon features a 
42.3 km Marathon, 10 km Road Race and 3 km Fun Run. Held in the shadow 
of the iconic Burj Khalifa in Downtown Dubai over 15,000 runners took part in 
the event in 2012.

The race attracts a significant number of international entrants with a highlight of 
2012 seeing a number of Olympic hopefuls participate.  Community engagement 
and participation in the event is significant and growing from year to year.

2.1 Sport

Held at Meydan Racecourse, Dubai World Cup is recognised as the “world’s 
richest day in racing” with total prize money of US$27.25 million in 2012 for 
the showcase of nine races. The race day features three of the most valuable 
contests in the world of racing the US$5 million Dubai Sheema Classic, presented 
by Longines, the US$5 million Dubai Duty Free, sponsored by Dubai Duty Free 
and the famed US$10 million Dubai World Cup, sponsored by Emirates Airline. 

The invitation only World Cup is the final race on the programme with horses, 
trainers and jockeys flown in from across the world to compete on the day. This 
year the race was won by Monterosso, owned by no other than His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai.

The Dubai World Cup race day is traditionally held at the end of March and is 
the culmination of the Dubai World Cup Carnival which starts in January. The 
event takes over the city, retail outlets and shopping malls are race themed, 
hotel bookings are at capacity and restaurants and other venues host Dubai 
World Cup themed nights. 

The Dubai 
World Cup

The Dubai World Cup annually attracts 
more than 50,000 race goers from across 
the globe. With nine world class events 
on the race card half of the program is 
held under lights with fireworks, aerial 

displays and concerts adding to the 
glamour and excitement  

of race day. 
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Omega Dubai Desert Classic
The Omega Dubai Desert Classic, a PGA tournament on the European Tour, is 
held at Emirates Golf Course and attracts some of the best names in golf each 
year. The Classic has been held since 1989 and was the first European Tour 
Championship to be held in the Middle East. With a prize pool of US$2.5million 
the event is noted for attracting some of the biggest stars in the world of golf 
including Ernie Els, Seve Ballesteros, Fred Couples, Tiger Woods, Rory McIllroy 
and last years’ winner Rafael Cabrera-Bello.

A feature of the event is the participation of volunteers who travel from different 
parts of the globe to be part of the tournament. 

DPWorld Championships - Race to Dubai
With the launch of the Race to Dubai in 2009, the DP World Tour Championship 
(formerly Dubai World Championship) played over the Jumeirah Golf Estates’ 
Earth Course has quickly become a spectacular season-ending showpiece to 
The European Tour season. 

Held in late November/early December each year, the Race to Dubai is the 
culmination of the 40 plus preceding tournaments in the European Tour 
where players avidly watch the leaderboard to earn the right to play in Dubai. 
Throughout the season Dubai is featured at each tournament providing valuable 
exposure and destination messaging.

Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships
The Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championship is a professional ATP/WTA endorsed 
tournament held annually in Dubai on outdoor hard courts. With both a men’s 
and women’s event, the tournament takes place under the patronage of H.H. 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.

Held at Dubai’s Aviation Club Tennis Centre it is one of the most popular and 
competitive events on the world circuit. Record crowds of more than 100,000 
are drawn to the tournament annually who not only get to enjoy first class tennis 
but also experience entertainment and activation of the city. With the Women’s 
tournament starting in late February and the Men’s tournament commencing 
early March both have a prize pool of US $2million, one of the few tournaments 
in the world that has an equal prize pool.

In 2012 Agnieszka Radwańska took the Women’s Championship 
with Roger Federer crowned the Men’s Champion.
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In the 2012 the Race to Dubai bonus pool consists of US$3.75 million, to be 
awarded between the season’s top ten players, the DPWorld Championships 
has a US$8million tournament prize purse up for grabs.

In 2009 Lee Westwood became the first, and so far only, player to win both the 
final event as well as The Race to Dubai with a superb performance under the 
utmost of pressure to hold off Rory McIlroy. 

Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens

What began over 40 years ago with a small band of British expatriates has 
grown into one of the premier Rugby Sevens events around the world. Record-
breaking crowds, thrilling rugby action, entertainment second to none and an 
impressive purpose-built venue all ensure that each year the Emirates Airline 
Dubai Rugby Sevens is an event to remember. 

Held at the beginning of December each year the tournament attracts 
approximately 120,000 fans from around the world each year across the three 
days.

Red Bull X-Fighters
Dubai again hosted the opening round of the Red Bull 
X-Fighters in April 2012. The event takes place at the 
famous JBR Walk in the Dubai Marina area with the 7 star 
Burj Al Arab in the background. Held under lights the spills 
and thrills of the riders keeps the capacity audience on the 
edge of their seats for the night. Whilst in Dubai the celebrity 
riders also take the opportunity to perform stunts against the 
backdrop of iconic buildings.
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Al Gafal 60ft Dhow Race 

Described as ‘the most beautiful sailing race in the world’ by Britain’s Daily Mail 
the Al Gafal 60ft Dhow Race celebrates the pearl divers who were integral to 
the early trading port of Dubai. The race starts at the small uninhabited island 
of Sur Bu Na’air, 50 nautical miles west of the UAE, where the pearl fleets 
used to stop on their long journey home after months at sea looking for pearls 
to meet their families and loved ones. 

Starting with over fifty 43-feet long dhows during the first competition in 1991, 
the race has grown into a major sporting event, featuring about 100 traditional 
boats (60 feet), and has seen more than 3,000 participants sailing the waters 
of the Gulf. 

Visitors witness the white sails billowing as the Dhows race back to the Dubai 
Marina area as a celebration of the heritage of Dubai. 

Dubai Football Challenge
In January 2012 Dubai played host to two of the world’s leading football teams 
ACMilan and Paris St Germain as part of the Dubai Football Challenge. This 
was the fourth edition of the annual event that was created to position Dubai as 
a leading tourism and sport destination and stimulate visitors from key targeted 
markets around the world.

Dubai Polo Gold Cup 

The Dubai Polo Gold Cup is the penultimate event of the Dubai polo season. 
Played at the stunning Dubai Polo Club grounds on the outskirts of Dubai it 
attracts teams from across the globe and attracts the leading players from 
Argentina, England and UAE, whose sole aim is to win the prestigious Gold Cup 
trophy. The competition is played at the end of February/beginning of March with 
spectators getting the chance to watch all the games and enjoy the glamour, 
passion and elegance of the sport of kings.

AFC Futsal Championships
The UAE played host to the 2012 AFC Futsal Championship, between May 25 
and June 1, which saw 16 teams battling for the title. During the championship, 
teams battled it out to be crowned the AFC Futsal Champion as well as win a 
ticket to the 2012 FIFA Futsal Championships. 

England versus Pakistan Cricket
Dubai Sports City was announced as the home ground for the Pakistan cricket 
team in late 2011 for a three year period. In January 2011 Dubai hosted the 
England versus Pakistan test series, one day matches and Twenty20 games 
attracting huge crowds. In October 2012 the ground will see the Australia versus 
Pakistan Twenty20 series take place.
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Dubai has a rich cultural heritage which is reflected through events 
and festivals such as Heritage Week, Emirates Airline Festival of 
Literature, Art Dubai, Sheikh Mohamed Poetry Award and the Holy 
Q’ran Awards. Many of these events are supported and/or organised 
by Dubai Culture and Arts or the Islamic Affairs Department.
Dubai also celebrates its status as an international cosmopolitan city which is 
demonstrated through the many international and diverse concerts, festivals 
and events held in the emirate. Over the past twelve months these have ranged 
from The Eagles and the Mocha Girls to the Dubai International Film Festival. 

2.2 Culture and Entertainment

Heritage 
Week

Held in April as part of the national 
Heritage Day celebrations, the city is 

activated from The Dubai Mall and Dubai 
Airport through to Dubai Public Library 
and outdoor parks with dance, music, 

poetry, arts, crafts, skills, food and other 
activities on display. The weeklong 
festivities highlight the values and 

traditions of the Emirati people 
and remind us of the history 

of this impressive city.
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Dubai Festival for Youth Theatre (DFYT) 
The first and only one-of-its-kind initiative held under the patronage of His 
Highness Sheikh Majid Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of 
the Dubai Culture & Arts Authority (Dubai Culture), the Dubai Festival for Youth 
Theatre focuses on promoting Emirati and Arab youth theatre talent. 

The Dubai Festival for Youth Theatre offers a definitive platform for talented 
Emirati and Arab artists to showcase their talent and sharpen their skills through 
critique sessions led by experts in October each year.

The Festival features several activities including a discussion on youth theatre 
and a ‘Hosted Play’ segment that showcases youth theatre talent from other 
countries in the Arab world aimed at bringing the best in contemporary Arab 
theatre to Dubai. 

The Festival also annually honours an Emirati personality, whose pioneering 
work in theatre and accomplishments serve as inspiration for the youth talent. 

Sheikh Mohammed Poetry Awards 
A great poet of his own, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed Al 
Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, is an avid 
supporter of culture and arts. He stands behind most of the cultural events that 
Dubai hosts, especially the ones that illuminates the rich Arabic culture and 
tradition through its authentic poetry. 

With his deep passion for Bedouin poems inspired by the desert landscapes, 
Sheikh Mohammed launches several Poetry awards through the year, engaging 
the public and the professional poets by writing a few verses of the poem himself 
and then challenging every one to follow his lead, whilst granting big prizes for 
the best poems.
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Emirates Airline Festival of Literature
The Emirates Airline Festival of Literature is the Middle East’s largest celebration 
of the written and spoken word, bringing people of all ages together with authors 
from across the world to promote education, debate and, above all else, reading.

The Festival creates a wonderful opportunity for UAE nationals, visitors and 
residents to meet international authors, attend literary debates, listen to readings, 
participate in workshops, and experience the exciting fringe and children’s 
events. The Festival’s Patron, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, and the Ruler of Dubai, has 
announced his vision of eradicating illiteracy from the Arab World. The Festival 
hosts sessions in both English and Arabic. 

The 2012 Emirates Airline Festival of Literature was held in March at the 
InterContinental Hotel, Dubai Festival City. Over 125 authors were present 
representing 30 nationalities.

Art Dubai
Held in March each year, Art Dubai is the leading contemporary art fair in the 
Middle East. As the cornerstone of the region’s booming contemporary art 
community the show allows the close to 25,000 visitors to view, chat, listen 
to talks, debate art and meet with gallery owners. In 2012 Art Dubai In 2012 
played host to 75 international museums groups and another 75 galleries from 
32 countries.

Art Dubai is part of Art Week, the umbrella initiative that includes Sikka Art 
Fair (organised by the Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, and taking place in Al 
Bastakiya), Design Days Dubai, and a range of contemporary art and design 
events, major museum shows, and new gallery exhibitions and artists’ projects, 
taking place each March. Art Week positions the Gulf as a place of artistic 
production and home to multiple cultural centres.

Skywards Dubai International Jazz Festival
The Skywards Dubai International Jazz Festival is one 
of the annual music highlights of Dubai and an event 
that attracts jazz musicians from around the world. 
Performers who have graced the stage include James 
Blunt, Jools Holland, James Morrison, Brett Denen, 
Sandi Thom, Jonathan Butler and Michael Roach.  
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Dubai International Film Festival
The Dubai International Film Festival (DIFF) is the leading film festival in the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa. Since its inception in 2004, the festival has served 
as an influential platform for Arab filmmakers and talent at an international level, 
by spearheading the cinema movement in the region.

DIFF has established itself as a major international festival attracting some of 
the leading stars in the global film industry.

Importantly DIFF also serves as a premier showcase event for Arab cinema 
contributing to the development and growth of the regional industry. In 2011, 
DIFF presented 171 films from 56 countries including 45 world premieres. The 
festival’s prestigious Muhr Emrati and Muhr Arab AsiaAfrica Awards recognise 
outstanding talent from the region.

Theatre 
and Concerts

Dubai hosts numerous concerts and 
theatrical performances throughout the 

year with international artists often making their 
Middle East debut in the city. Most performances 

are sell-outs with local residents and people across 
the region keen to attend.  The range of shows and 

concerts held each year reflects Dubai’s cosmopolitan 
community creating a meeting ground for artists and 

patrons from across the globe.  

In the last 12 months some of the artists and shows 
that have visited Dubai include Under African Skies, 
Swan Lake performed by the Bulgarian Ballet, John 

Cleese, Cats the Musical, The Eagles, Yanni, 
Kasabian, Duran Duran, Pitbull, Evanescence, 

Danush and Feramorz Azlani, Googoosh, 
Wael Kfoury, Shadha Hassoun, Ayman 

Zebib, Mocha Girls, Saiz Border 
and Harsharron.

21



Dubai has long realised the importance of distinctive events in not only contributing to economic growth but also in creating an identity for the city 
on a global level. The Dubai Shopping Festival was the first of such events which placed Dubai on the world events map from its inception in 1996. 
The success of this festival in engaging residents, visitors, business and government alike has been replicated in other city wide festivals and event 
destinations including Dubai Summer Surprises, Modhesh World and Global Village.

2.3 Lifestyle

Dubai Shopping Festival

The Dubai Shopping Festival (DSF) is one of the 
world’s retail event success stories, and was launched 
in February 1996 to help boost the economy of Dubai.  
A brainchild of His Highness, Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of UAE and Ruler of Dubai, the event was based on 
his vision to transform Dubai into a modern city, and a 
major trading and shopping hub in the region. 

DSF is not only a retail festival, but also a family festival 
with a large focus on mall-based entertainment and 
early evening shows. Its unique blend of shopping, 
winning and entertainment is pivotal to its continued 
success, which is proven by the large number of 
tourists from not only the GCC, but across the world 
who mark January in their diaries as the time to visit 
Dubai.  DSF is considered regionally, if not globally, 
to exemplify how events and festivals can provide 
a platform for successful collaboration between 
government and the private sector. 

With more than 26 different Government Departments 
coming together with 12 to 25 main sponsors and 
strategic partners standing behind the festival in any 
given year, this powerful partnership transformed 
DSF into an event that has put Dubai on the festival 
world map. As the pioneer and innovator of shopping 
tourism, DSF has helped make Dubai a destination 
of choice for tourists from around the world by getting 
the business community to put together a citywide 
celebration of retail and tourism.

In 2011, DSF achieved a footfall of 4 million and a 
consumer spend of US$ 4.1 billion. One of the main 
attractions for shoppers is the collective prizes on 
offer worth over US$3.5million including luxury cars, 
gold, and cash.   

At the heart of the festival is its ability to influence and 
create an impact on shoppers by providing a unique 
and rewarding shopping experience in an entertaining 
yet relaxed ambience. In fact, the US$0.4billion 
worth of prizes that DSF has distributed over the 
past 16 years have not only become a magnet for 
repeat shoppers but have also changed the lives of 
thousands of residents and visitors.

DSF combines shopping with 32 days of entertainment 
and leisure activities and offers many chances to win 
big with promotional offers and discounts of up to 75% 
across 70 malls and 6,000 retail outlets across the 
city. 

DSF accounts for 25 % of Dubai’s annual retail sales, 
and as the engine of growth for the Emirate’s retail 
sector, it drives sales across retail, gold and jewellery, 
hospitality, aviation, tourism, currency exchange, 
transportation and many other business sectors.  

DSF’s slogan, ONE WORLD - ONE FAMILY - ONE 
FESTIVAL, brings together the community, family 
and visitors from around the world in a multicultural 
celebration that is a reflection of the tolerance and 
community bonding in Dubai. 
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Global Village 
Global Village is one of the largest outdoor family entertainment destinations in 
the Middle East that welcomed close to 5 million visitors over a period of 151 
days in its 2011-2012 edition. Featuring pavilions from countries across the globe, 
Global Village rightly represents Dubai’s multicultural community with international 
events, goods for sale, and cuisine. Launched in 1997 as a street venue during 
Dubai Shopping Festival, its popularity with visitors gave way to a permanent 
venue on Emirates Road sprawling across 17 million square metres. The 16th 
edition housed 2600 stalls and generated trade volume close to AED 1.5 billion.   
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Dubai Summer Surprises
While the festival was initially marketed as an event for children and highlighted 
through the introduction of a summer mascot called Modhesh which meant 
‘amazing’ in Arabic, DSS made history of sorts in the year 2000 with the first 
indoor entertainment venue in the Middle East called Modhesh World. Sprawling 
across 37,000 square metres, the venue quickly transformed into a sought-after 
destination for families across the region. 

DSS hosts numerous entertainment events that cover fashion, art, food, nature, 
culture, sport, etc. A majority of the events are held in malls thereby attracting 
families. Dubai is also a favourite haunt of beach lovers during the summers and 
during DSS, luxury hotels go all out in offering spectacular promotions to make 
the Dubai experience memorable. DSS also organises numerous water sport 
activities and beach games for enthusiasts. 

Dubai Summer Surprises (DSS) is a month long festival of events, shopping 
promotions and amazing raffles. DSS is the largest summer event in the region 
held between June and July each year, this annual event has helped change 
the perception of summer in Dubai and put the emirate on the map as an 
international summer holiday destination. 

Summer can be hot in the Middle East so when the idea of a summer festival in 
Dubai was put out, it was met with scepticism. Dubai Summer Surprises was, 
launched in 1998 and now in 2012 is the biggest summer festival and the only 
one of its kind in the Middle East. Dubai’s retail demand saw a huge growth in 
malls since the late 90s and DSS was able to take advantage of the massive 
climate controlled retail space that was available and needed to introduce the 
combined concept of shopping and mall entertainment. 

Today, shoppers can choose from over 6,000 retail outlets and 70 shopping 
malls that put out discounts of up to 75% as part of DSS promotions. What 
makes shopping during summer even more exciting in Dubai is the fact that 
millions of dollars worth of prizes are given away as incentives to shoppers.      

Attracting up to 4 million visitors to the city, events and promotions are held 
inside the numerous shopping malls (which also boast attractions such as 
indoor skiing, Olympic size ice skating rinks and aquariums) with a total visitor 
spend of nearly US$2billion.  The major malls play host to character shows, 
entertainment, fashion shows and meet and greets from Modhesh the mascot 
of DSS.

DSS 2012, which recently concluded marking its 15th edition, presented visitors 
of Dubai with a wide array of shopping, winning, entertainment and lifestyle 
surprises. The main highlights included 8 international cartoon character shows, 
with big productions such as ‘Hello Kitty Karaoke Show’, ‘Ice Age Live on Stage’, 
‘Teletubbies’, ‘SpongeBob Square Pants Krabby Patty Celebration’ and many 
others, all performing live and free for public. The summer extravaganza also 
rewarded its shoppers with prizes worth millions of dollars, ranging between 
cash monies or brand new luxurious cars. Additionally, several international 
concerts entertained thousands of visitors in climate controlled venues, allowing 
the public to enjoy big names such as Evanescence and Pitbull. 

Some of the other main events presented by this year’s DSS include Kids 
Fashion Show, that sees children between the ages of two to twelve walk the 
ramp in a professional yet funny ambience, presenting the latest in kids wear by 
international brands, and the Shiela & Abaya fashion Show, which focuses on 
the Gulf Countries traditional fashion.
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Modhesh World
When Modhesh World opened in the year 2000, it was unlike anything Dubai had 
seen until that moment. Residents were familiar with Dubai Shopping Festival 
and the Dubai Summer Surprises but Modhesh World kick-started the concept of 
indoor entertainment in the UAE. Since summer temperatures routinely crossed 
45 degree Celsius, Modhesh World catered to an entire generation of youth that 
had no other options for summer entertainment other than game arcades. 

Named after the summer mascot Modhesh, the venue covered 37,000 square 
metres of the Airport Expo Dubai and appealed to young audiences by combining 
entertainment and learning. Various government departments would take up 
zones in Modhesh World and organise events and workshops and hand out gift 

bags to children. Creating a festive atmosphere was of paramount importance so 
along with the games, rides, and the different zones, there would also be shows, 
meet and greet with cartoon characters, and loads of gifts to take home. As the 
venue gained prominence so did the offerings. An exclusive summer club for 
Modhesh fans was created at Modhesh World with a two-month programme of 
leisure tours, sightseeing, and various training programmes. 

Today, Modhesh World welcomes around 500,000 visitors every year over the 
summer and its growing popularity has meant a shift in venue to Dubai World 
Trade Centre in 2012 to make it more accessible for people living in and around 
Dubai and just yards away from a metro station.    
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Community festivals, events and celebrations are no stranger to 
Dubai and rarely a weekend goes by without a celebration for our 
200 plus nationalities living in our city taking place. Some of these 
are small and intimate, while others take over the city.

There are many other community events held throughout the year 
starting from New Year’s Eve and culminating in the UAE National 
Day celebrations in early December.

New Year’s Eve
Although New Year’s Eve celebrations are relatively new to Dubai, the past 
couple of years have seen New Year revellers travel to the city to see the 
spectacular fireworks display at the Burj Khalifa – the tallest building in the world. 
The display is considered to be a pyrotechnics feat with fireworks launched from 
the entire 828m height of the Burj Khalifa. In 2011 more than 500,000 people 
joined together to bring in the new year in Downtown Dubai.

2.4 Community

UAE National Day
Celebrated on 2 December each year the United Arab Emirates National Day is 
a celebration of the unification of the seven emirates of Dubai.

People celebrate the day with flags decorating homes and take to the streets with 
decorated cars. City wide celebrations take place in key locations culminating in 
fireworks in the evening.

In 2011 the celebrations were extra special as it was the 40th anniversary of the 
unification of this young but vibrant country.
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Eid in Dubai
Eid Al Fitr and Eid Al Adha are two of the most important occasions in the Islamic 
calendar and in Dubai the celebrations are even more colourful as people of all 
faiths and nationalities gather to observe the festivals. In 2008 DEPE launched 
‘Eid in Dubai’ - a social initiative aimed at reviving the true Islamic values and 
Emirati traditions of Eid-al-Fitr and Eid-Al-Adha celebrations.  Eid Al Fitr marks 
the end of Ramadan and is celebrated with family gatherings, and outings. 
Various concerts are also held in the city as part of celebrations.     

Diwali
Dubai has a significant Indian expatriate population and while many Indian 
festivals are celebrated, Diwali is the biggest of the year for Hindus and Sikhs. 
The festival of light is celebrated in October and November with festive lighting 
and candles across many parts of the city as well as concerts and special meals 
at hotels and restaurants across Dubai.    

Chinese New Year
The Chinese New Year is the most important of traditional Chinese holidays and 
marks the end of the winter season in China. The festival begins on the first day 
of the first month in the traditional Chinese calendar and ends with the Lantern 
Festival on the 15th day. Dubai witnesses an influx of Chinese visitors during 
the period and tailor-made hotel packages are available for visitors. New Year 
themed nights are also organised across Dubai’s premium hotels.       

Nowruz – Iranian New Year
Nowruz, meaning the “New Day”, is the Iranian New Year in Iranian calendars and 
the corresponding traditional celebrations. Nowruz is celebrated and observed 
by Iranians around the world and since Dubai hosts a sizeable population of 
Iranians, the day is marked by celebrations and concerts across the city.

Ramadan is a significant month in the Islamic calendar and is marked by fasting 
where Muslims abstain from food and drink from dawn to dusk. The month is an 
ideal opportunity for residents and visitors of different faiths to explore the tenets 
of Islam and also discover Emirati customs related to the month. The breaking 
of the fast or iftar is a time when families and friends come together to mark the 
end of the fast. Today, iftars are organised throughout hotels in Dubai and gives 
visitors the opportunity to experience Islamic tradition and Emirati cuisine.      

Ramadan in Dubai is a spiritual and cultural initiative developed to unite the 
local and regional communities through activities and festivities inspired by 
Islamic values, heritage and tradition. While only Muslims observe the fasting 
in Ramadan, non-Muslims are more than welcome to take part in iftars. As a 
cosmopolitan city, it is not uncommon for a Muslim to host friends and families 
of different faiths for iftars and suhoors(the pre-dawn meal). Hotels across Dubai 
also organize iftar and suhoors in Ramadan tents to provide visitors in Dubai 
with the Ramadan experience.  

The celebrations help spread the true spirit of giving and sharing between all 
residents of Dubai, regardless of their nationality and age, and to enhance the 
environment of peace and harmony that Dubai provides for all its visitors and 
residents.

Ramadan In Dubai
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Dubai hosts a swag of annual exhibitions and trade shows as well 
as large association conferences and meetings. The Dubai World 
Trade Centre quite deservedly holds the number one ranking in 
the Middle East as a business events destination. Crucial to this 
success is Dubai’s location as the gateway to the Middle East as 
well as its status as being the regional headquarters for many 
leading financial, legal and IT firms. A snapshot of some of these 
business events include.

2.5 Business

GITEX Technology and GITEX Shopper
The GITEX exhibition is one of the largest trade events on Dubai’s calendar also 
one of the longest running annual conferences in Dubai. The 2012 edition will be 
its 32nd year. The exhibition comprises over 3,500 domestic and international IT 
vendors offering their latest products to 136,000 ICT professionals. It also acts 
as a hub and access point to wider markets from North Africa and South Asia, 
all of which are a huge draw to global brands. 

GITEX also holds an annual consumer facing show. GITEX Shopper is the 
biggest and best consumer electronics retail platform with power retailers 
and world class brands. This unique fast-paced consumer event attracts a 
huge buying audience that includes IT professionals, technology enthusiasts, 
students and consumers as well as regional traders searching for the latest 
tech-innovations and shopping deals.

Arabian Travel Market
One of the biggest trade shows on the region’s calendar, the Arabian Travel 
Market is a mammoth, four-day travel and tourism event, promoting business 
potential within the Middle East for inbound and outbound tourism professionals. 
Tourism destinations from the Middle East and around the world showcase a 
diverse range of accommodation options, breathtaking tourism attractions and 
new airline routes. Spectacular stands, new niche travel companies and the 
latest luxury resorts all draw the crowds in early May each year.

28



Dubai International Air Show
The Dubai International Airs 
Show is firmly established as a 
key event on the international 
aerospace calendar consistently 
delivering key buyers and decision 
makers access to the Middle 
East aerospace market in a 
highly focussed environment. The 
biennial Dubai Airshow attracts 
aviation enthusiasts and industry 
experts and airline business 
executives from around the world. 
The 2011 Dubai Airshow was an 
overwhelming success drawing 
56,548 trade visitors from around 
the world along with 960 exhibitors 
from 50 countries and 1,452 
international and regional media. 
The total order book for the last 
Dubai Airshow was in excess of 
US$63 billion. 

Dubai International Boat Show
The Dubai International Boat Show is the largest, most important and most 
established event of its kind in the region and is one of the fastest growing leisure 
marine industry exhibitions in the world. The event is a showcase of yachts, 
supercars, equipment and supplies from both local and international builders 
together with the latest innovations in the marine industry. An unprecedented 
US$0.2 billion worth of sales was registered in the 2011 edition. 

World Congress of Cardiology
The World Congress of Cardiology was held in Dubai in April 2012. Almost 
11,000 delegates from across the globe attended the congress to share the 
latest science on treatment and prevention and meet and exchange knowledge 
with experts in the field as well as commercial, public and non-governmental 
parties.

Delegates from more than 100 countries included leading cardiologists and 
other healthcare professionals who discussed cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
problems affecting the region and the expanding global burden of CVD. 

World Conference on Diabetes 
The World Conference on Diabetes was held in Dubai 4 to 8 December 2011 
with 15,000 elite doctors, experts and scientists from various institutions, 
organisations and world bodies in attendance. One hundred patients with 
diabetes also visited Dubai at this time and shared their stories with delegates. 
This was the first time the Conference had been held in the Middle East with 
a record attendance for the International Federation of Diabetes making it the 
largest conference of its kind in the world. The UAE has one of the highest rates 
of diabetes per capita in the world. As a result of the Conference the heightened 
awareness and sharing of information about the disease has had a significant 
impact on the local community.

29



SECTION III:

GOveRNmeNT SUppORT OF FeSTIvAlS AND eveNTS

30



SeCTION III

Government Support of Festivals 
and Events
The Dubai Government has a proud history of supporting events 
in view of their relevance in promoting the city as a unique, global 
trade, shopping and tourism destination. Fully confident of its 
capabilities and infrastructure, Dubai has bid for and won many 
global events such as FINA Diving Championships, Sport Accord, 
Global Cardiology Conference, 2012 FAI World Parachuting 
Championships and is currently bidding to host World Expo 2020.
Its leadership and government has conceptualised and created some of 
the most successful events ever held in the region such as Dubai Shopping 
Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises, Ramadan in Dubai and Eid in Dubai, which 
have helped attract visitors from all round the world. Government agencies such 
as Police, Roads and Transport Authority, Ambulance Services, Immigration, 
Civil Defence, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority, and Dubai Municipality 
have been prompt in providing proactive support to such events and in working 
together to deliver the infrastructure and services required to host large scale 
events. 

To provide a focused and streamlined approach to the events sector in Dubai, 
the Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment (DEPE) was formed in 2009 
from the Government body which had previously been responsible for the Dubai 
Shopping Festival and the Dubai Summer Surprises. DEPE has been mandated 
to grow the events and retail sectors, working closely with public and private 
sector partners. The creation of DEPE indicates the importance placed on the 
events sector by government, and its commitment to invest in its growth over 
the long term.
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In view of the importance given to events by the Dubai 
Government, the Government Supreme Committee was 
introduced in 1996 with the heads of all government departments 
appointed as members. The Government Supreme Committee 
is chaired by Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, who is 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Emirates Airline & Group 
Chairman Dubai Airports, President Dubai Civil Aviation Authority,  
Chairman Dubai Economic Sector Development Committee, 
Chairman of the Dubai Supreme Fiscal Committee and Chairman of 
the Expo 2020 Dubai UAE Candidate City. The Supreme Committee 
meets as required to decide on event strategy and policy and approve 
Government support for mega events, bids and future planning.
At the same time, a Government Organising Committee was established to 
manage operational matters in regards to supporting events. This group meets 
regularly. A review is currently taking place of the Committee’s functionality 
and it is envisaged that the group, chaired by DEPE, will meet monthly from 
September 2012.

The 26 bodies represented on the Committee are listed below: 

3.1 Supreme Events Committee 
and Government Organising Committee

Ambulance Dubai Media Incorporation 

Civil Defence Dubai Municipality

Community Development Authority Dubai Nationalisation and Residency Department

Department of Economic Development (DEPE) Dubai Police

Department of Health Dubai Press Office

Department of Islamic Affairs Dubai Sports Council

Dubai Airports Company Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing

Dubai Chamber Dubai World Trade Centre

Dubai Civil Aviation E-Government

Dubai Culture and Arts Authority Falcon and Associates

Dubai Customs and Free Zones Roads and Transport Authority

Dubai Education Zone Ruler’s Office

Dubai Electrical and Water Authority TECOM
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The Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment (DEPE) is an 
agency of the Department of Economic Development. Established 
pursuant to Law No. 30 of 2009, the Dubai Events and Promotions 
Establishment is responsible for, amongst other roles, developing 
the retail and events sectors and promoting Dubai as a year-round 
event and shopping destination.
Driven by the vision of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
DEPE is responsible for promoting Dubai as a unique global shopping and 
event destination. It develops, promotes and supports retailers, festivals and 
the numerous events held in Dubai each year, ensuring year-round attractions 
and reasons to visit the Emirate, its festivals, malls, souks and high streets. 

Each year, the DEPE organizes the Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai Summer 
Surprises, Eid in Dubai, Modhesh World – a three-month in-door edutainment 
and entertainment park – and Ramadan in Dubai which together attract yearly 
over 30 million participants spending over US$ 8.1 billion on shopping, leisure, 
hospitality and transport in the Emirate. 

In 2011 DEPE launched the Dubai Calendar on behalf of government ensuring the 
Emirate has an attractive annual program of events contributing to sustainable 
economic growth and providing reasons to visit and shop in Dubai throughout the 
year. The Dubai Calendar portal (www.dubaicalendar.com) highlights Dubai’s 
festivals, exhibitions, cultural and sporting events taking place throughout the 
year and provides marketing and financial support to event organizers in Dubai.

In its role in event sector development and regulation DEPE offers support 
and advice to events organisers for events held in the city through facilitation, 
promotions and marketing activities. DEPE also provides policy advice and acts 
as a regulator for the events industry.

3.2.1  Dubai Events and 
Promotions Establishment
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The Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC) was inaugurated in 1979 
and has played a critical role in the growth of international trade in 
the Middle East region. From the landmark 39-storey Trade Centre 
Tower, to the region’s largest purpose-built complex for events and 
exhibitions, DWTC has become the epicentre for business tourism 
in the region.

DWTC hosts over 300 events each year, and in 2011 contributed 2.5% of 
Dubai’s GDP.

A professional team provides in-house services to ensure all exhibitor and event 
organisers’ needs are met. Additionally, DWTC has a team that creates unique 
trade and consumer shows, delivering some of the mega blockbusters in the 
regional calendar – an ideal forum for global exhibitors to connect with local and 
international trade partners and showcase their products and services to the 
regional audience. These events include Dubai International Jewellery Show, 
Dubai International Motor Show, and GITEX Technology, the region’s largest 
technology trade show.

3.2.2 Dubai World Trade Centre

With over 30 years of expertise in the events and exhibitions industry, DWTC 
professionally organises global events and manages premium venues, 
developing dynamic commercial environments and providing world-class 
hospitality. 
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Dubai Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM) is responsible 
for the planning, supervision and development of the tourism 
sector in Dubai. DTCM’s works to strengthen the Dubai economy 
through the development of sustainable tourism, provision of a 
unique visitor experience combining quality service and value for 
money, innovative promotion of Dubai’s commercial and tourism 
opportunities and development of partnerships with industry 
stakeholders.
DTCM promotes Dubai internationally through the ‘Definitely Dubai’ campaign 
and has been instrumental in Dubai’s placement as one of the top ten urban 
tourism destinations in the world. With 18 international offices DTCM provides 
insights and analysis into key markets and sectors. 

3.2.3  Dubai Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing

International roadshows and exhibitions as well as inbound familiarisation 
and visiting journalist programs are key programs of DTCM. Festivals and 
events are always featured in DTCM activity and the agency also works 
closely with other government organisations to attract or create events to 
Dubai.
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The Dubai Convention Bureau is a division of the Department 
of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM). As a non-profit 
government funded organisation, its aim is to further develop and 
increase Dubai’s share of the international MICE and special events 
markets, while maximising the economic prospects of Dubai. The 
DCB works closely with DWTC and other stakeholders in bidding 
for and hosting business events in Dubai.
It is dedicated to pursue and win events through national and international 
promotions to advance the position of the Emirate as a leading business tourism 
destination. The DCB provides the following services

o  Bid Assistance: Providing local and international hosts with a high level of 
knowledge and expertise in planning and compiling bid documents including 
identifying bid criteria that require addressing and sourcing written endorsements 
from key political and tourism industry contacts.

o  Convention Planning: Providing unbiased local assistance during initial planning 
stages of an event, including site inspections of local venues, accommodation 
and infrastructure.

o  Building Attendance: Helping with all aspects of pre-event marketing and 
communications and assisting in putting together effective recruitment 
campaigns and services, including promotional collateral such as videos, slides 
and brochure; assistance in developing recruitment strategies; and destination 
web links to conference registration website.

o  Onsite Event Servicing: This includes a number of value added on-site services 
such as complimentary visitor guides for delegates, visitor information booths 
for events with more than 1,000 delegates, and information listings.

o  Destination Expertise: Providing services such as dedicated meeting planners 
guide, request for proposals serving as a brief for site selection, and expertise 
on local products and services. 

3.2.4 Dubai Convention Bureau
The DCB arranges appointments and introductions with professional conference 
organisers, destination management companies, special event planners and a 
wide range of business tourism product and service suppliers.

Dubai is ranked among the international meeting destinations globally by the 
International Convention and Congress Association (ICCA). Dubai attained the 
top regional position in the 2011 ICCA rankings having hosted 34 international 
association meetings (excluding corporate meetings, exhibitions and incentive 
trips). 

Two significant DCB programs are 

o  Dubai Bid Alliance (DBA) a collaboration of Dubai stakeholders to create a 
community approach to international congress bids. The collaboration creates 
an environment in which the congress bidding, planning and implementation 
process is efficient and effective for the customer. 

o  Al Safeer Ambassador Program – leaders from business, research and the 
community who act as Ambassadors for international event bids.
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The Dubai Sports Council was founded in 2005 with the aim of 
developing and improving sports in Dubai. Chaired by Sheikh 
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Crown 
Prince of Dubai, the Dubai Sports Council has laid the groundwork 
for creating a comprehensive sports environment that meets the 
requirements of society. Through its efforts, it is paving the way for 
youth to cultivate their sporting and cultural talents and aptitudes 
in a way that leads them to achieve outstanding national, regional 
and international results. 
The recent successful bids by Dubai Sports Council for sporting events include 
AFC Futsal Championships 2012 and FINA Diving Championships 2012. The 
Council will also host the Asian Swimming Championships to be held from 
November 15 to 25, and the FAI World Parachuting Championships Mondial 
2012 which will run from November 28 to December 10. Dubai successfully 
hosted the fifth edition of FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup in 2009. The tournament 
was significant considering that it was the second tournament to take place 
outside Brazil and the last tournament to take place on an annual basis. The 
10th FINA World Swimming Chamionships was also held in Dubai in 2010 at 
the Dubai Sports Complex. 

3.2.5 Dubai Sports Council

Dubai also acquired another international distinction in the sports 
sphere having been selected as the ‘Best Sports City in the Middle 
East & Africa’ in 2011. It was the second global appreciation for 
Dubai in 2011 after it was selected as the third World Sports City and 
rewarded with the ‘Excellence Certificate’ in the International Sports 
Management Conference in London in 2011.
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The Dubai Culture and Arts Authority (Dubai Culture) was launched 
on the 8th of March 2008 by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai. 
Dubai’s cultural scene defines this great city’s soul, building its reputation as a 
world class cultural destination, thus enhancing the Dubai brand and the city’s 
current standing as the cosmopolitan hub of the Middle East. As a city, Dubai 
strongly encourages, celebrates and applauds cultural and artistic talent.

3.2.6 Dubai Culture and Arts

Initiatives include

•  Dubai Festival for Youth Theatre (DFYT): Held in October each year, the 
Festival focuses on promoting Emirati and Arab youth theatre talent.

•  Soul of Dubai: The ‘Soul of Dubai’ project aims at showcasing the dynamic 
growth of the city as well as its cultural diversity, unique identity and heritage, 
through a series of short films commissioned by Dubai Culture, that capture 
the essence and soul of Dubai as seen through the eyes of its people. Emirati 
filmmakers can submit their entries which will be evaluated by a panel of 
experts at the Dubai Culture & Arts Authority based on the content of the 
short films. The short-listed films will be screened in 2012.

•  Heritage Week: Held in April, a celebration of nation’s heritage through 
events that feature the habits, traditions, values, arts, crafts, skills and other 
activities formed by the community through its long history. 
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Managed by Dubai Events & Promotions Establishment

Ahlan Dubai
+971 600 545555

dubaicalendar.com
The official calendar of events in Dubai

JUNE IN DUBAI
Dubai Calendar presents

Dubai Sports World
8 June - 31 August
Dubai World Trade Centre

Min Biladi Al Emarat 
14 - 23 June
The Dubai Mall

Dubai Summer 
Surprises

14 June - 14 July

Under African Skies
27 - 30 June
The First Group 

Theatre, Souk Madinat 
Jumeirah

Smurfs
14 – 24 June
Mirdif City Centre

Modhesh World 

14 June - 25 August
Dubai World Trade Centre

Planet Pit World Tour
29 June  

Dubai World Trade Centre,
Sheikh Rashid Hall

World of Stories 

14 - 23 June
Mercato

Swan Lake 

6 - 9 June 
The First Group Theatre, Souk  

Madinat Jumeirah

Evanescence
22 June 

Dubai World Trade Centre

The Dubai Calendar is a government led initiative born out of 
the vision for a more dynamic events industry for the Emirate of 
Dubai. The Dubai Calendar helps bring together the government, 
consumer and industry to establish Dubai as a world-class events 
destination. Much more than a ‘listing of events’, it has become 
an enabler for the local community, events industry, tourists and 
government alike.  
There have been two key platforms for the Dubai Calendar to date: one 
consumer facing and the other facing the industry and government.  It is the 
former that most people currently associate with Dubai Calendar, and which has 
been the focus of DEPE, which created and manages the Dubai Calendar, to 
date through the website www.dubaicalendar.com. 

3.3 Dubai Calendar

Dubai has an unenviable record in regards to events and festivals given its 
relatively short history as a global city. Each year, the city hosts a packed 
calendar of high profile sporting, cultural, community and business events, in 
addition to hundreds of smaller annual and one off events that enrich the lives of 
the local community as well as help attract and engage visitors.

While these events have created significant brand awareness of Dubai Calendar 
to people within Dubai and to a certain extent more broadly across the UAE, 
and neighbouring countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council it is in fact the less 
public facing work that will see Dubai Calendar achieve its goal of enabling the 
events and festivals industry to grow in quality and efficiency.

Dubai is home to many of the large event production, supplier and management 
companies as well as event organisers in the Gulf region. While the industry is 
growing, it is still relatively young and has been reliant on the professionalism 
and expertise of some of the larger players based in Dubai. To some extent there 
has also been a lack of coordination between venues, event owners/producers 
and the government. Dubai Calendar has commenced work developing 
strategies, policies and systems, as well as dedicated networks, to assist the 
events industry in Dubai. The Dubai Calendar team is fuelled by a passion and 
ambition to inspire Dubai’s events and festivals industry to reach new levels of 
excellence by making it easier to stage events in the emirate.

فعاليات شهر مايو في دبي

 

أمسية مع جون كليس 
23 - 26 مايو

سباق القفال للسفن الشراعية 
26 مايو

بطولة آسيا لكرة قدم الصاالت
االمارات 2012  

25 مايو - 1 يونيو

دانس تو الكس 
25 مايو

منتدى ا�عالم العربي،
الدورة الحادية عشرة

8 - 9 مايو

ساندانس 
4 مايو

JUNE
IN DUBAI

Dubai Calendar 
presents
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With the objective to support a variety of events and festivals, 
multiple entities can grant permission or can assist events for Dubai. 
Government coordination is central to the success of events and 
festivals in Dubai. The event application process ensures that all 
relevant entities are informed and prepared for upcoming events 
by requiring separate permits or no objection letter for the venue, 
artists and the event.  
The current process is under review with the aim to launch a fully electronic and 
single application forward for event organisers to reduce processing times and 
further facilitate coordination and support. Part of this plan is to launch a joint 
support application process accessible by all government agencies who can or 
are mandated to support events. 

Once an event owner/promoter has permission to stage an event in Dubai 
appropriate government agencies provide services or support to ensure the 
smooth running of the event.

3.4 Process for Putting on Events 3.5 Unified Ticketing System

The Dubai Government is currently in the process of developing 
a unified ticketing system for the Emirate - Dubai Tickets. Dubai 
Tickets aims to boost the fast growth of events and increase returns 
to event organizers from a cost effective and efficient solution 
driving high attendance of events.
The Dubai Tickets strategy is to provide a central ticketing platform for the 
Emirate of Dubai to grow events and improve the cost structure for the events 
industry in Dubai. Essentially Dubai Tickets will provide a solution for the 
distribution of all tickets for the Emirate of Dubai based on a common electronic 
platform, integrating all venues, event organizers and existing and future ticket 
distributors. Currently the requirement for ticketing is that all tickets must be 
printed and stamped by government authorities to ensure appropriate taxes 
and fees have been paid, and can be replaced by fully electronic tickets. It is 
anticipated that even physical distribution outlets such as box offices or petrol 
station will be able to utilize fully electronic ticketing equipped with mobile or 
POS printing units.

Dubai Tickets will not directly sell tickets, rather it will support the sector through 
solutions for ticketing, marketing, pricing, research, CRM, secure payments and 
transparent accounting and taxation practices as well as other auxiliary services 
and functions. 

With the registry of all venues, events and event organizers and an operational 
calendar of events, Dubai Tickets will further facilitate the collaboration and 
processes of government and semi government bodies for event permissions 
and programming of an attractive calendar of events for Dubai.

The first stage of Dubai Tickets is expected to be implemented by January 2013, 
having already received initial approval from Dubai Government.
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SeCTION Iv

Community Support of Festivals 
and Events
Volunteering is a significant part of Dubai life, and is especially 
highlighted during the Holy Month of Ramadan when many 
initiatives and volunteer programs take place. The government 
extends significant support to volunteering activity, particularly 
through the Ministry of Social Affairs. 
The Dubai Government encourages community volunteering in any of the 
accredited charities and social initiatives in Dubai and UAE. International 
Humanitarian City in Dubai is also spearheading the growth of Corporate Social 
Responsibility in the region and encourages volunteers to join its member 
programs.

Reflecting the Government’s active support of volunteering activity, in February 
2011, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, issued a decree to establish the Dubai 
Appreciation Award for community service. This award honours individuals and 
personalities from the private and community sector and civil society, who have 
demonstrated their service to society in the areas of health, education and social 
welfare. 

The spirit of volunteering is best encapsulated in community based organisation 
Volunteer in Dubai, founded in 2008 with the purpose of bringing together any 
charity, organisation or cause with residents that are eager to volunteer their 
time and give back to the community – this includes volunteering at charity 
events. Dubai Cares is a major fund set up by Sheikh Mohammed, announced 
with a target of $50 million, the response was so enormous that it eventually 
went on to raise $480 million in just under eight weeks. Besides donations, UAE 
residents also volunteer round-the-year to provide support to the teams involved 
in Dubai Care projects such as building of schools and education for girls. 

Many of the major events in Dubai – including Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai 
Summer Surprises, Dubai International Film Festival and Art Dubai run volunteer 
programs which enable local students and young volunteers to gain skills within 

the events and services sector, while actively contributing to the social and 
cultural growth of their cities. 

The Safe and Sound Campaign is one of the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive breast cancer awareness campaigns. Launched in 1997, this 
year-round programme focuses on the key message of survival through early 
detection and treatment. Through numerous in-mall and external events along 
with outreach initiatives, Safe and Sound has encouraged families in the UAE 
to proactively take charge of their health, helping to increase understanding and 
empower women in the fight against breast cancer – which remained a taboo 
subject for many until very recently. The Pink Walkathon is organised every year 
to raise funds and awareness in the fight against breast cancer. Hundreds of 
Dubai residents volunteer to make this walkathon a success by providing key 
support to participants. 

The Dubai Terry Fox Run, in support of cancer research, is now in 
its eighteenth year, making it one of the first Terry Fox Runs to be 
established and one of the best supported anywhere in the world. 
The 2012 run in Dubai featured routes of 3.2km, 4.6km, 8km or 
15km and started at the iconic Atlantis hotel on the Palm Jumeirah. 
A total of AED 7 million (US$1.9m) has been raised since the run’s 
inception in the UAE. The 2011 edition attracted 6000 participants.
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The Wild Wadi Swim Burj Al Arab is an 800m swim in the waters of the Arabian 
Gulf around the iconic Burj Al Arab hotel in aid of Médecins Sans Frontières. 
Held in November, individuals and teams are encouraged to enter the contest 
with the top female and male both winning two nights’ accommodation at the 7 
Star Burj Al Arab.

Modhesh, one of Dubai’s well-loved and familiar characters and mascot of the 
popular Dubai Summer Surprises event, undertakes goodwill tours and visits 
charity organisations, orphanages, schools, and local hospitals as part of 
reaching out to children.    

One of the best examples of event volunteering activity is Modhesh World, 
one of the most popular indoor entertainment destinations in the Middle East. 
Applications are invited from young volunteers every year, and around 200 
volunteers are selected to assist in the operations of the venue. The volunteers 
are trained in various aspects of event management and operations. Modhesh 
World records a footfall of 500,000 visitors every year. 

Somayah Salah, from Bahrain, 19 
is a first-time volunteer at Modhesh 
World. Currently taking a secretarial 
course in the university, her family 
encouraged her to join the volunteer 
programme. Working as a customer 
service and reception staff, she 
said, “I am happy with my work 
here, especially since it gave me 
a chance to deal with people and 
children from different countries. I 
have always been shy, but working 
in Modhesh World gave me the 
confidence to deal with other people. 
It’s really an amazing experience 
that I will truly remember.”

Volunteering at Modhesh World 
has also been a productive 
and fulfilling experience for 
UAE national Ahmed Yousef, 
18, who has been part of the 
programme for six years. 
“When I started six years ago, 
I was a volunteer looking after 
the children, but I got promoted 
in 2012 and supervised the 
stage area.” When asked what 
else made it more fulfilling, 
he smiled and said, “People 
enter Modhesh World with a 
smile and leave it with an even 
bigger smile.”
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Sponsorship is crucial to the success of events in Dubai. In fact 
many of the large events in Dubai were initiated by sponsors with 
the support of Government. Sponsors are keen to be involved in 
events to promote their business either in the local community or 
internationally – through television or print media – thus reaching 
their identified target market.
Some of the major event sponsors in Dubai include Emirates Airline, Du, Etisalat, 
Jumeirah Group, Gulf News, Al Futaim Group, Emaar and Jumeirah Group.

Dubai Government departments and private sector entities take immense 
interest in supporting events across Dubai. Major global events such as the 
Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises, and the Dubai World Cup 
are all partly supported through sponsorships. Festivals organized by the Dubai 
Events and Promotions Establishment are supported by some of the best 
known corporate entities in the UAE and the region such as Emirates Airline, 
Emaar Malls, Emaar Properties, Majid Al Futtaim Properties, Al Futtaim Group, 
Paris Gallery, ENOC, EPPCO, Mercato Shopping Mall, Al Ghurair Centre, Dubai 
World Trade Centre, Dubai Duty Free, AW Rostamani, Visa and Mastercard. A 
list of these sponsors is found in the Supporting Material section.

Dubai has a progressive and professional media landscape 
and is home to many regional media groups. Representative of 
its multinational atmosphere, Dubai has a number of print and 
electronic media companies geared to different nationalities and 
has become the media hub of the region. In order to support media 
services, Dubai has set up dedicated zones – Dubai Media City, 
Dubai Studio City and Dubai Internet City.
The local free to air channels available in Dubai include Dubai TV and Dubai One, 
City 7 and MBC stations as well as other UAE and GCC channels. Impressive 
numbers of international news agencies and network news channels have set 
up regional offices in Dubai including ABC, Al Jazeera, APTN, BBC Arabic 
and BBC World, Bloomberg, BMG, CNBC Arabiya, CNN, ITN, MBC, Reuters, 
Showtime Arabia, Sky Arabia, Sky News, and Sony TV.

There are also more than 30 radio stations broadcasting in Dubai in Arabic, English, 
Farsi, Hindi, Russian, Malayalam, Tamil and Urdu as well as shows in Tagalog for 
the city’s Philippine community. Radio stations in Dubai are operated by the Arabian 
Radio Network, Dubai Media Incorporated, and Emirates Media Inc. 

Dubai has a strong newspaper culture, with five Arabic and five English language 
dailies; main Arabic dailies include Al Bayan (104,550 circulation) and Al Khaleej 
(150,000) and leading English language titles include Gulf News (120,000), and 
Khaleej Times (75,000). In addition there are a number of dailies published in 
several Indian languages, and a Philippine weekly title. The magazine sector is also 
crowded, with major publishing houses ITP and Motivate publishing more than 75 
and 20 titles each respectively, as well as a host of other print media houses. 

Dedicated listings titles include Time Out Dubai and What’s On, as well as the 
Dubai Calendar monthly guide. For those working in the events sector, Dubai 
also produces Sound & Stage Middle East. 

Dubai’s media outlets and publications are not only staunch supporters of 
events across the city – providing significant editorial support for conferences 
and business events as well as festivals, concerts and sporting occasions, but 
also invest in sponsorships and media partnerships which provide additional 
monetary and promotional support for the sector. For major business events 
(including Arab Health, Arabian Travel Market, GITEX, Gulfood and INDEX 
among others) show dailies are produced in partnership with local media houses. 

4.2 Sponsorship Support 4.3 Media Support
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Dubai Chamber represents, supports and protects the interests 
of the business community in Dubai. The Chamber creates a 
favourable business environment, supports the development of 
business and promotes Dubai as an international business hub. 
With more than 100,000 members, it plays a critical role as the 
facilitator between business and government.
The Chamber also registers associations such as Dubai Shopping Malls Group, 
Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group and International Special Event Society Dubai 
Chapter which support events.Dubai Convention Bureau (DCB) is a division 
of the Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM). As a non-
profit government funded organisation, its aim is to further develop and increase 

Dubai’s share of the international MICE and special events markets, whilst 
maximising the economic prospects of Dubai. The DCB is dedicated to pursue 
and win events through national and international promotions to advance the 
position of the Emirate as a leading business tourism destination. The DCB 
provides the following services: Bid Assistance, Convention Planning, Building 
Attendance, Onsite Event Servicing, and Destination Expertise.

DCB also arranges appointments and introductions with professional conference 
organisers, destination management companies, special event planners and a 
wide range of business tourism product and service suppliers.

4.4 Chamber of Commerce / Convention 
and Visitor Bureau Support
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Dubai’s retail industry has played a significant role in the way 
indoor events have shaped up in the emirate. The first association 
of malls in Dubai, the Dubai Shopping Malls Group (DSMG), 
was formed in 1998, along with the first edition of Dubai Summer 
Surprises – the city’s summer festival. DEPE played a driving role 
in its establishment and continues to work closely with the Group, 
as well as the Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group which represents 
traders in the jewellery segment. 

Over the last two decades, the 70-plus malls in the city have hosted diverse 
events to cater to shoppers and visitors alike. Given the extreme temperatures 
outdoors during the summer months, the malls play a critical role in providing 
public air-conditioned space. Art exhibitions, community events, health 
campaigns, children’s shows, charity campaigns, awareness programs, and 
fashion events are routinely organized in malls and events like the National 
Day Parade and the New Year’s Eve celebrations as well as the DSF and DSS 
fireworks are sited close to malls in Downtown and Festival City respectively. 
Malls like The Dubai Mall, which recorded a footfall of 54 million visitors in 2011 
and was the world’s most-visited shopping and leisure destination of the year, 
are seen as ideal venues to host events for maximum visibility and awareness.

4.5 Downtown Associations

Partnerships between government entities and the private sector play 
an important role in the diverse events hosted in malls and across 
Dubai. Private sector sponsorship of many festivals such as Dubai 
Shopping Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises, Ramadan in Dubai, and 
Eid in Dubai mean that numerous events are hosted annually across 
malls, souks and high streets in Dubai. This also means that almost all 
events are held without an admission fee.   
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Dubai is home to a number of universities, colleges and higher 
education facilities. Creating partnerships with these institutes 
is a focal point of the events industry in Dubai. These include 
structured work placements, internships and graduate programs 
which are supported by government agencies.
Some of the Event Management programs available in Dubai include:

•  Event Management Development Institute (EMDI) offers a Diploma in Event 
Management and Innovative Marketing the course trains students in all aspects 
of the events business – (Creative, Marketing, Production, Technical) and 
exposes them to all types of events. Students get to work on over 100 events 
held in the UAE as Production Assistants, Backstage/ Front Stage volunteers, 
Ticketing & Security Officers, Hospitality and Transport Coordinators and a 
variety of such roles as part of the course. 

•  Canadian University Event Management course offering an understanding 
of the nuances and elements of event management. Topics include 
conceptualizing an event, marketing/ sponsorship of events, production and 
logistical elements of events – technical aspects of an event (sound, light, 
lasers, special effects and fireworks). The course is designed so students are 
aware of all the facets that it takes to make an event run, from planning to 
budgeting and final execution elements. 

•  As well as a number of short courses from a variety of professional training 
providers on event management and hotel event and conference management.

4.6 Educational Institutions

Apprenticeship 
Program

The Dubai Summer Surprises Apprenticeship 
Program began in 2006 with students from four 

universities in two countries, but quickly expanded to 
encompass 75 universities across 12 markets in the Middle 
East and Africa (MENA) region by 2012. The program offers 

the brightest students from these countries the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to participate in this event based program, which helps 
them develop their skills and abilities in the areas of marketing and 

business management, and contributes to acquiring expertise based on 
practical events experience in their chosen field. In 2012, the winners 

received an all-expense paid trip to Dubai, inclusive of return flights and 
a two-week stay at The Emirates Academy of Hospitality Management, 

a leading business hospitality management school managed by 
the Jumeirah Group - the global luxury hospitality company. The 

winners worked closely with the DSS team throughout their 
internship, attending workshops, taking part in visits to 
key DSS events and tourism landmarks and meeting 

leading players responsible for building the 
Dubai brand.
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The Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment (DEPE) is an 
agency of the Department of Economic Development. Established 
pursuant to Law No. 30 of 2009, the Dubai Events and Promotions 
Establishment is responsible for, amongst other roles, developing 
the retail and events sectors and promoting Dubai as a year-round 
event and shopping destination.
Dubai is home to the majority of event suppliers in the Middle East who are 
readily able to provide services, equipment and logistical expertise to event 
organisers. It is easy to find Destination Management Companies (DMCs), and 
event management and event marketing companies. Event support entities 
provide all requirements including audio visual, marquees, lighting and sound, 
attractions, media, PR, staging, security, portable toilets, temporary fencing, 

temporary seating and stages, pyrotechnics, car hire. Many of these companies 
are based in the Free Zones.

Free trade zone Dubai Media City (DMC), which is the region’s leading media 
hub and a member of TECOM Investments, hosts over 170 event management 
companies, underlining its status as a key destination for organising a diverse 
portfolio of events.

With a thriving leisure and entertainment segment, DMC additionally hosts 
companies with a focus on live entertainment, sports management and 
promotion, conference and exhibitions, and performing arts management.

One of the best known lighting companies in Dubai is involved in decorating 
the city during key festivals and community events such as Dubai Shopping 
Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises, Ramadan in Dubai, Eid in Dubai, and the 
UAE National Day. Dubai’s streets, roads, and prominent locations are all 
decorated with lights during these festivals. 

4.7 Local Suppliers
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Dubai is well known as a global tourism destination with its 
outstanding hotels, attractions and events often making headline 
news around the world. Positioning Dubai as the leading tourism 
destination in the world is a key focus for the Emirate which is 
increasingly being realised as Dubai is consistently placed in the 
world’s top ten urban tourist destinations. Generating US$4.4 
billion in annual revenue for Dubai, the tourism industry is one of 
the key contributors to the city’s economy.

Events and festivals have played a pivotal role in influencing people to visit 
Dubai with the Emirate having an outstanding record for hosting world-class 
events as seen in Section 2. 

In the last twelve months Dubai has taken event and festival marketing to a 
whole new level with the creation of the Dubai Calendar. While there has always 
been a multitude of events taking place in Dubai, there was no single source 
that captured all event information to make it easy for both consumers and the 
industry alike to attend, streamline and rationalise or promote the events.

A government led initiative born out of the vision for a more dynamic events 
industry for Dubai, the Dubai Calendar brings together the government, 
consumer and industry to establish Dubai as a world-class events destination. 
Accordingly, it is much more than a ‘listing of events’. In fact, it has become 
an enabler for the local community, events industry, tourists and government 
alike. It is very much about Dubai, and for that reason while ‘physically’ located 
within DEPE, the Dubai Calendar is very much a whole of government – and an 
industry and community owned project.

5.1 Promoting Tourism

Events and Festivals have been cornerstones of the tourism industry in Dubai 
and as demonstrated in earlier case studies, events such as Dubai Shopping 
Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises and the Dubai World Cup contribute billions 
of dollars to the economy of the emirate each year. 

The Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM) has the 
responsibility for promoting Dubai as one of the world’s leading tourism 

destinations. With 18 international offices and a very active Overseas Promotions 
team, DTCM actively promotes festivals and events through international 
exhibitions, road shows and workshops. Some of the major exhibitions that 
DTCM regularly participates in are the ITB (Berlin) WTM (London) EIBTM 
(Barcelona) IMEX (Frankfurt) and ITME, besides smaller fairs like Holiday World 
(Dublin) and MATKA (Finland). DEPE and other government agencies often 
partner with DTCM for these events to promote specific events and platforms.

At a local level, festivals and events are promoted through individual event 
campaigns with major festivals such as Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai 
Summer Surprises and the Dubai World Cup seemingly taking over the city 
through marketing activation and television coverage.

During the Dubai Summer Surprises 2012 for example, the Dubai Metro station 
at Dubai World Trade Centre, the venue for Modhesh World, the annual children’s 
edutainment event, has been transformed into a ‘Modhesh Metro Station’. Similarly, 
marketing activation becomes evident through LED billboards, festive street lighting 
and megacoms all over the city as well as in the city’s shopping malls.

With the introduction of the Dubai Calendar, the government has shown a clear 
commitment to the promotion of Dubai as a leading global events destination. 
Following a soft launch of the Dubai Calendar during the Arabian Travel Market 
(ATM) in May 2011, the focus was on exponentially increasing the public’s 
awareness of events taking place in Dubai. For the first six months considerable 
effort was directed to the portal www.dubaicalendar.com researching and 
uploading events that were to take place across the city.

One of the first Dubai Calendar activations was in December 2011 for UAE 
National Day, a huge social event that captivates the entire country. The Dubai 
Calendar took a city-wide approach, launching a campaign that leveraged events 
and activities with printed ads and outdoor branding visible across the city. 

SeCTION v
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Building on the success of this approach, Dubai Calendar actively promoted 
Dubai’s New Year Celebrations in partnership with Emaar – the real estate entity 
that built the Burj Khalifa. The fireworks at Burj Khalifa was marked as the official 
Dubai New Year Celebration and were beamed around the world as the tallest 
building in the world heralded the new year. 

In March 2012 an integrated monthly campaign was launched with the Dubai 
Calendar appearing to take over the city. Fully funded by the Government, the 
Dubai Calendar partners with local event and festival owners to feature about 
six to ten key events per month.  As part of monthly activations, lightboxes, 
travelators and baggage carousel signage was put up in the arrivals area at 
Dubai International Airport’s Terminals 1, 2, 3 and in the VIP section. 

Outdoor branding is visible across the city and these include megacoms and 
lamp post boards on major arterial roads, including the eight-lane freeway 
Sheikh Zayed Road.

As part of the monthly campaign, a supplement publication is provided along 
with Dubai’s most popular daily newspapers, Al Bayan and Gulf News, featuring 
event information and a diary of events for the month. A listing of events is also 
provided with Read Magazine, a free weekly magazine distributed on the Dubai 
Metro stations.

To keep public attention alive, television advertising is rolled out at multiple 
points each day on two of the region’s most prominent channels – MBC and 
Dubai TV, which have a combined reach of over 30 million viewers.

Besides providing a featured position on the bi-lingual www.dubaicalendar.com 
home page, Dubai Calendar phone apps are available in English across iPhone, 
BlackBerry and Android platforms and in Arabic for iPhone.

In keeping with the times, social media activation is an important tool and 
features daily Facebook posts and tweets about events in Dubai. Social media 
is also utilized to keep the public engaged with regular competitions to highlight 
particular events.

In addition, onsite branding for Dubai Calendar is undertaken at feature events – 
which have included the Dubai World Cup, Eagles and Duran Duran live, Dubai 
Duty Free Tennis and Art Week in recent months.

As well as consumer promotions, 
the Dubai Calendar has been 
running campaigns targeted at 
the travel trade industry, offering 
advice and guidance on selling 
visits to Dubai throughout the 
year focused on events in the 
city. This has included outreach 
at international trade shows 
including ITB, workshops for 
attendees at ATM as well as 
events in the Far East, Russia 
and the Gulf region. 
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In order to ensure there is return on the government investment in marketing, 
DEPE recently introduced a monthly online community survey to track awareness 
about the Dubai Calendar and individual events during each month.

Linking to the Dubai Calendar website has been made easy through 
the introduction of a widget which effectively provides a live feed to  
www.dubaicalendar.com The widget is being used by hotels, tourism operators, 
government departments and the events industry alike ensuring that Dubai 
Calendar is Dubai’s official source for event information.

The Dubai Convention Bureau (DCB) is responsible for promoting Dubai as 
a leading business events destination in international markets. As the leading 
business events destination in the Middle East, Dubai has an enviable record for 
hosting events. The DCB generates event leads, manages bids and leverages 
events on behalf of the broader Dubai community.

Dubai Convention Bureau publishes an annual Meeting and Event Planners 
Guide which features an annual calendar of festivals and events being held in 
Dubai, encouraging delegates to optimise their time in Dubai by attending these 
events.

5.3  Road-shows and International  
Exhibitions

DTCM conducts road shows and workshops in key overseas markets in 
coordination with the overseas offices which frequently feature city wide events 
such as Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises and Dubai World 
Cup. The Dubai Calendar is also featured in these activities helping spread 
awareness about the events in the industry and among visitors across the 
Emirate.

DEPE participates in many of these workshops and exhibitions as well as 
conducting its own roadshows in target markets featuring Dubai Shopping 
Festival, Dubai Summer Surprises and Modhesh World. Emirates Airline, as 
the official airline for the festivals, takes an active role in these road shows, 
with locations correlating with its routes and particularly new route launches. 
Multi-lingual brochures and presentations are prepared with products currently 
available in Arabic, English, Mandarin and Russian. In the past twelve months, 
a number of activities have taken place in countries such as Saudi Arabia, 
Morocco, China, India, Russia, Germany, UK, Singapore and Hong Kong.

5.2 Convention Marketing
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Both DTCM and DEPE conduct Visiting Journalist Programs (VJP) and 
Familiarisation trips throughout the year with special focus on events. These 
programs provide journalists and industry representatives with a firsthand 
experience of the city’s events and festival offerings as well as the opportunity 
to visit and experience many of the hotels and attractions in Dubai.  

The industry visits help travel industry specialists to speak knowledgably about 
Dubai and its festivals resulting in increased attendance and awareness of 
the events. A recent example was during the 15th edition of Dubai Summer 
Surprises. DTCM brought a delegation of over 100 Chinese tourism operators 
to Dubai during the Festival. The delegates enjoyed a four-day stay in Dubai 
visiting numerous hotels, attractions and shopping malls as well as Modhesh 
World. Following a presentation (in Mandarin) on DSS, DSF and the Dubai 
Calendar, featuring other major events in Dubai, the delegates were treated to a 
guided tour of Modhesh World.

Communicating the many Festivals and Events held in Dubai on a global level 
is of upmost importance to the emirate as pictures and stories are published 
internationally. During the Dubai World Cup in March, DTCM hosted journalists 
to an exciting programme of racing, fashion and Dubai sunshine. In addition, 
television crews and journalists from around the world were in attendance at 
Meydan to witness the running of the world’s richest horse race, the Dubai 
World Cup. 

5.4  Visiting Journalist Programs and  
Familiarisation Trips

Dubai is well known on the global stage for its ability to host events of the highest 
quality. Images of these events are often beamed across the region and around 
the world whether it be Dubai Shopping Festival, Dubai World Cup, New Years’ 
Eve celebrations, Dubai International Film Festival, Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships, Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens or smaller events such 
as Dubai International Boat Show, Red Bull X Fighters Opening Round Dubai, 
Emirates Airline Literature Festival, Gulf Bike Week or one off concerts such as 
The Eagles performing for the first time in the Middle East.

Emirates Airline is an integral part of the story of Dubai events and festivals. Flying 
to more than 120 destinations in more than 70 countries around the world, its 
access to key and emerging markets and the captive audiences in flight provide 
a great opportunity to share and showcase Dubai’s events and festivals. In-flight 
magazines, podcasts and destination reels are all used to share the exciting story.

5.5 Out of Market Media Exposure
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The multi-cultural community that has emerged in Dubai over the last forty years 
has been integral to the growth of Dubai as a global events destination. With 
approximately 95 per cent of the population being expats, representative of 
more than 200 countries, Sheikh Rashid’s vision to put the name of Dubai on 
everyone’s lips is certainly being realised.

These residents are one of Dubai’s best assets in sharing its event story. As 
local ambassadors they not only talk about their experiences with friends and 
family back home but through social media their event experiences become 
global. The Dubai Government recognises the importance of local ambassadors 
and is working towards making it easier for residents to share the Dubai events 
experience – with local ambassadors playing a particularly active role in the 
World Expo 2020 host city bid for example.

With such a rich melting pot of nationalities located in the one city, Dubai has 
provided the perfect base for an incredible range of community festivals and 
events to evolve. Whether it be Diwali, Nowruz (Iranian New Year), Ethiopia’s 
National Day or Chinese New Year activities, events take place across the city 
and are well attended by other people of all nationalities. Many of these events 
are featured on www.dubaicalendar.com and marketing collateral as well as 
promoted heavily by media of the communities involved.

 5.6  Community Engagement  
and Leveraging

DEPE also works closely with concert promoters of high profile musicians and 
artists. It is no surprise to see concerts featuring Filipino, Indian or Pakistani 
artists being advertised across Dubai. 

Many of these concerts are held in the ‘cooler’ months so that outdoor stadiums 
and venues can be utlilised. For larger concerts, The Sevens Stadium is often 
used with temporary infrastructure brought in to make an ideal concert setting. 
During the summer months, the air-conditioned Dubai World Trade Centre 
becomes home to many concerts. A host of smaller community multi-functional 
spaces are also springing up – including the Fridge and The Shelter in the Al 
Quoz district and the Pavilion in Downtown, which operate as performance 
spaces, educational zones, and spaces for talks and screenings, as well as 
cafes and galleries. 

Venue utilisation is always a key consideration when deciding upon events in 
Dubai. A venue audit is currently taking place in order to get a clear understanding 
of what is currently available and identify areas of need. That said many of 
Dubai’s venues enjoy multiple usage and clients. One of the best examples is 
Dubai Sports City which has become the home ground for the Pakistan Cricket 
team. This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase Dubai during the Test, One 
Day and Twenty20 matches held here.
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The dynamic but relatively young events industry in Dubai is 
constantly changing and developing. As the leading events centre 
in the Middle East Dubai is home to many of the leading event 
production, management and training companies in the region. 
The city is no stranger to hosting event training programs and 
conferences with recent initiatives including training programs 
run by the International Festival and Event Association and the 
formation of a Middle East chapter of the International Special 
Events Society based in Dubai. 

 

6.1 Skills Development

Saeed Mohammed Mesam Al Falasi has 
recently been promoted to the role of Director, 
Strategic Alliances at the Dubai Events and 
Promotions Establishment. Saeed believes 
his participation in the CFEE training in 
October certainly prepared him for this new 
role.

“The CFEE program was vital to my 
professional growth and allowed me to look 
at festivals and events from a 360 degree 
perspective. Now, I am not only focusing 
on sponsorship but also on the operation 
dynamics of festival and events which led to 
enhancing my relations with colleagues”. 

International Festival and Events Association in Dubai

In October 2011 Dubai played host to seven senior members of the IFEA who 
visited the city to deliver the CFEE program. This was the first time the course 
has been delivered outside North America and the course structure was modified 
to best meet the Middle East event environment. Organised through the Dubai 
Events and Promotions Establishment the 22 participants were representative 
of a number of government organisations. The 7 day course covered and Media 
Relations, Sponsorship, Non-Sponsorship Revenues, Operations and Risk, 
Administration and Management and Project Management.

The interaction between the participants and presenters was extremely positive. 
Participants have continued the course through participation in web seminars, 
preparing case studies and articles and refining skills in their day to day work. 
Look out for a number of graduates at this year’s IFEA Conference.

SeCTION vI
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Graduate/Intern Program

Encouraging young people to enter and embrace the events industry is essential 
to the growth of the industry. Many of the university courses in the city require 
an intern placement which is supported by event and government organisations 
alike. Additionally the city often hosts international students undertaking 
intern placements with these students ultimately becoming advocates and 
ambassadors for Dubai’s festival and events industry.

The Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment, as the lead government event 
organisation, actively participates in internship and graduate programs providing 
young Emirati people with the skills and experience to become future leaders in 
the industry.

Aishah Almasri, currently majoring in Hospitality Business at Michigan State 
University, chose to do her internship at the Dubai Events and Promotions 
Establishment after wanting to learn more on the impact of the events sector on 
the hospitality business in a city such as Dubai. “It was interesting to see how 
events like Dubai Shopping Festival became globally renowned and how all the 
marketing around events and festivals in Dubai translated into tourists coming into the city and how this resulted in direct growth of the hospitality sector. I was also 

keen on comparing the events industry in the US and the UAE and seeing how 
differences in policies and regulation affected the way events were organised.  

Working at DEPE was invaluable because it helped me to weigh theoretical 
knowledge about the events industry against actual industry practices. As part 
of my internship, I was closely involved with the events department and had the 
opportunity to learn about the operational, logistical, and planning challenges 
involved in executing a festival.”

Jamila Alsuwaidi, a Business Studies student and an Emarati, is another intern 
who is part of the DEPE team. As a media executive in the DEPE media centre, 
Jamila is responsible for monitoring news and mentions of festivals organised by 
the entity. “When I was asked to assist in media monitoring, it felt overwhelming 
at first as there was quite a bit to lookout for in print, visual, and electronic media. 
I was trained on a daily basis by senior colleagues and I now fully understand the 
value of media monitoring in gauging public perception. I have also recently taken 
on social media monitoring and I’m learning a lot during my time here.”
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As a global events destination Dubai actively seeks out events that 
can be added to and enrich the already exciting Dubai Calendar. The 
city’s success in securing events is reflective of its event capability 
and government coordination. A small sample of upcoming events 
that Dubai has recently been awarded include

World Energy Forum | October 22 – 24 2012

The World Energy Forum 2012 will be held on October 22-24, 2012 in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates, under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab 
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. This will be the first time that this High-Level 
International Energy Conference will be taking place outside the headquarters 
of the United Nations.

The United Nations has designated 2012 as the International Year of Sustainable 
Energy for All. At the Forum leaders from Member States of the United Nations, 
international organisations and corporations will seek tangible progress towards 
cleaner, safer, and more sustainable energy as well as achieving universal access 
to modern energy services. One of the primary objectives of this conference is 
to chart a roadmap for a sustainable energy mix that can fuel global economic 
and social development. The forum provides a unique opportunity to exchange 
new ideas on global energy issues from the perspectives of policy, technology, 
and business.

It is expected that delegates to the Forum will include 40 Heads of State, 100 
Ministers of Energy, 200 heads of leading energy companies and up to 2,500 
delegates who are experts and specialists in the field of energy.

The World Energy Forum 2012 is expected to be attended by over two thousand 
delegates, including several heads of state, scores of national energy ministers, 
and top leaders from the industry.

Host Cities Summit | December 2012

Host Cities Summit is an exclusive two day event that brings together current 
and future host cities from developing countries to interact with top global sport 
associations. An initiative of Emirates Group, Host Cities prospective bidders will 

6.2 Efforts to Actively Recruit New Events

gather to meet with leaders from sporting associations for strategic networking, 
field trips and dialogue. The aim of the Summit is to introduce potential partners 
to each other. Delegations from emerging host nations will meet with international 
sporting federations and major event sponsors, suppliers, media bidders and 
other key stakeholders who make sport event hosting possible. This unique 
Event will reinforce Dubai’s image as a global leader in sporting events.

The Summit is presented by the Emirates Group, and endorsed by the 
International Cricket Council, the United States Tennis Association and the 
European Tour.

Approximately 400 attendees are expected, confirmed speakers include:

• Richard Hills, European Ryder Cup Director

• Robert Brophy, Acting Chief Executive Officer, International Rugby Board

• Jürgen Müller, FIFA Head of 2014, 2018, 2022 FIFA World Cups, FIFA

• Tom Fox, Chief Commercial Office, Arsenal

• Alexander Koch, Public Relations Manager, FIFA

• Pere Duran I Vall - llossera, Director General, Turisme de Barcelona

•   Campbell Jamieson, General Manager – Commercial, International 
Cricket Council

•  Gordon Smith, Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer, United States 
Tennis Association

• Chris Foy, Head of 2012 Games Unit, Visit Britain

• Boutros Boutros, Divisional SVP Corporate Communications, Emirates

SIBOS 2013

Dubai has won the right to host the world’s most influential financial services 
event SIBOS in September 2013. SIBOS is recognised as the industry’s premier 
gathering of financial strategists and service providers, with a strong influence 
on banking trends and shaping the future of the finance industry.
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To be held at the Dubai World Trade Centre in September it will be the first time 
the event has been hosted in the Middle East. The decision to name Dubai as 
the venue for the 2013 edition was a coup for the Emirate and an endorsement 
of its global financial presence.

Up to 9,000 delegates are expected to meet in Dubai for the week long event 
and there is no doubt that the choice of Dubai to host the SIBOS will strengthen 
its position as a global destination for finance and business in the region.

FINA Arena World Swimming Championships 2012 
Opening Round October 2012

Swimming has been around in the Arabian Peninsula since the days of pearl-
fishing. The Emiratis are known to have a love for the sport and are among the 
front-runners in hosting top swimming events. This year, Dubai will be once 
again welcoming the top swimmers from around the globe to debut the 8 leg 
FINA ARENA Swimming World Cup at the Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Sports Complex. Nearly 220 international athletes participated in the Event 
fighting hard to grab lofty prize money of US$ 100,000.

This will be the second time Dubai hosts the event as part of the 3 year agreement 
between Dubai Sports Council and FINA officials. As per the agreement, Dubai 
is likely to host the final leg of the series in 2013. Last year, the World Cup 
series was also opened in Dubai, marking the first destination of the then 7 leg 
competition. 

9th Asian Swimming Championships | 15 – 25 November 2012

Asian Amateur Swimming Federation, the official body of aquatics in Asia, holds 
a swimming championship once every four years. In November 2012, Dubai will 
open its doors for Asian federations to display their manoeuvres in state-of-the-
art Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Sports Complex. The 9th edition of the 
10 day Event will open on November 15 with swimming competitions lasting 
till November 18. The synchronised competitions will also be held alongside 
the swimming Events, while water polo competitions and diving competitions 
will be held from November 19 - 25 and November 22 - 25 respectively. The 
finalists will reserve berths for the 2013 FINA World Aquatics Championship in 
Barcelona. Sponsored by Dubai Sports Council, this is the second time Dubai 
will host this Event. Previously, the City welcomed the competitions in 2004.

FIA Mondial World Parachuting Championships
November 28 – December 9 2012

Dubai will host the FIA Mondial World Parachuting Championship for the first 
time in the history of the City. Daring sky-plungers are eagerly waiting for the 
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much-hyped show, as the countdown has already begun. FIA Mondial World 
Parachuting Championship originated from France when some jovial sky divers 
came together to test their feats thousands of miles above the ground in 2003. 
This year, Dubai is looking forward to welcoming nearly a thousand competitors. 
The championship is divided into categories, which include free fall style for men 
and women, accuracy landing for men and women, junior category free style for 
men and women, junior category landing for men and women, an open 4 way 
Event, 4 way Event for women, 8 way Event, 4 way rotation, 2 way sequential, 
freestyle skydiving and free flying.

In an effort to increase the fan base of the sport as well as the audience that 
would witness the sky manoeuvres live, the government of Dubai has launched 
a marketing campaign that includes a 6-week campaign was launched on June 
11 in the UK; the campaign is featured on London bus sides riding on the London 
Gold route to cover 8 central London boroughs. The 2012 FIA Mondial World 
Parachuting Championship will coincide with the 41st National Day celebrations 
of UAE on December 02. The national day, which has a lot of significance among 
local Emiratis, is an ideal time to showcase the awe-inspiring sky stunts to the 
visitors and locals alike. 

6.3 World Expo 2020 Bid

In November 2011, the United Arab Emirates submitted its bid to 
host the 2020 World Expo in Dubai. In this formal bid to the Bureau 
International des Expositions (BIE) and its 160 member states, His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice 
President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, expressed his 
support to host this global gathering.
Dubai is one of five candidate cities to host Expo 2020 with the theme of the 
bid being “Connecting Minds, Creating the Future” a theme that represents the 
fabric and future aspirations of the country as well as reflecting how Expos unite 
people from across the globe to share in a common project.

The UAE has proposed hosting the 2020 World Expo at Dubai Trade Centre 
– Jebel Ali, a 438 hectare site that has been designed as a specialised, highly 
connective environment that will serve as a permanent attraction, further 
contributing to Dubai’s appeal. The centre will be equidistant from Dubai and the 
nation’s capital Abu Dhabi with easy access to transport and infrastructure hubs.
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VENUE MAIN USE TYPE CAPACITY SEATS
Meydan Horseracing – Home to the Dubai World Cup Sport 120,000 75,000
Dubai Autodrome Motorsports Sport 55,000 7,000
The Sevens Rugby – Home to the Rugby Sevens Sport 50,000 50,000
Dubai Cricket Stadium Cricket Sport 25,000 25,000
Al Maktoum Stadium Football (Soccer) Sport 18,000 18,000
Al Rashid Stadium Football – Home to Al Ahli Club Sport 18,000 18,000
Maktoum Bin Rashid Stadium Football – Home to Al Wasl Club Sport 18,000 18,000
Zabeel Stadium Football – Home to Al Nasr Club Sport 18,000 18,000
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Sports complex Multi-purpose Sport 15,000 15,000

Dubai Club Stadium Football – Home to Dubai Club Sport 7,500 7,500

Dubai Aviation Club Tennis – home of the Dubai Duty Free Dubai 
Tennis Championship Sport 5,000 5,000

Dubai World Trade Centre  Exhibitions and conferences Multipurpose 15 Multifunctional halls and 
spaces covering 93,000m2

Zabeel Hall at DWTC Multipurpose 17,549 12,000
Sheikh Saeed Hall and Sheikh Rashid Hall 
(combined space) at DWTC Multipurpose 12,000

The Arena at DWTC Multipurpose 10,000+
Dubai Media City Amphitheatre Concerts and festivals Multipurpose 15,000

The Palladium Concerts and performances Theatre 2,500m2 5,500 standing3,000 tiered 
auditorium 1,500 seated at tables

Madinat Jumeriah 
Multipurpose – Home to DIFF and Art Dubai Multipurpose
Madinat Arena Outdoor 4,500
Madinat Conference Multipurpose 3,600 m2 Variable
Amphitheatre at Souk Madinat Multipurpose 1,000
The First Group Theatre Theatre 432 seat

Dubai Community Theatre and Arts Centre Theatre, music and dance Theatre 543 seat theatre plus 
151 capacity studio

Nasimi Beach at Atlantis, The Palm Festivals and concerts Outdoor 10,000
Barasti Beach at Le Meridien Hotel Music and concerts Outdoor 5,000
Irish Village at The Aviation Club Festivals and concerts Outdoor 3,500

Dubai Event and Festival Venues 
SUppORTING mATeRIAl
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The official calendar of events for the city of Dubai

JULY 2012
View all July Events

AUGUST

World of Puppets
6 - 14 July

Modhesh World
Until 25 August

Kids Fashion Week
8 - 14 July

Mind’s Pleasure
Until July 13

Events in July

World of Puppets - 6 - 14 July
Mirdif City Centre

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam egestas venenatis condimen-
tum. Mauris condimentum diam ut sapien ultrices laoreet. Praesent venenatis fringilla tellus 
non rhoncus. 

Mind’s Pleasure - Until July 13
Dubai World Trade Centre

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam egestas venenatis condimen-
tum. Mauris condimentum diam ut sapien ultrices laoreet. Praesent venenatis fringilla tellus 
non rhoncus. 

Kids Fashion Week - 8 - 14 July
Deira City Centre
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam egestas venenatis condimen-
tum. Mauris condimentum diam ut sapien ultrices laoreet. Praesent tellus non rhoncus. 

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

Modhesh World - Until 25 August
Dubai World Trade Centre

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam egestas venenatis condi-
mentum. Mauris condimentum diam ut sapien ultrices laoreet. Praesent venenatis fringilla 
tellus non rhoncus. 

READ MORE

REGISTER WITH DEPE

GET YOUR WIDGET

Dubai Calendar
App for Smart Devices

Organizers Registration

Register with us as an event organizer 
and get your events featured on the 
official Dubai Calendar of Dubai. Dubai 
Calendar gives you a great platform to 
promote your events. If you've already 
registered, click below to login.

Dubai Calendar Widget

Now you can get the Dubai Calendar widget for 
your website or blog to keep your visitors up-to-
date on what’s happening in Dubai.

Scan the QR code

Send to a friend

Ahlan Dubai Call Center +971 600 545555

Call this number for general information about Dubai and Dubai Events.

Managed by Dubai Events & Promotions Establishment

Dubai Calendar presents
Download iPhone App

Ahlan Dubai
+971 600 545555

dubaicalendar.com
The official calendar of events in Dubai

Artwork in 50% of actual size. Please Enlarge 200% to get actual size

AUGUST IN DUBAI
"Ramadan in 

Dubai"

Ramadan Majlis 
(Dubai Sports World) 

Dubai World
Trade Centre

Enshad Groups
Various Malls

Modhesh World
Until 25 August

Dubai World 
Trade Centre

Dubai International 
Holy Quran Award

Until 20 August 
Dubai Chamber of 

Commerce

"Eid in Dubai"
(Eid Al Fitr)

MARCH IN DUBAI
Dubai Calendar presents

Ahlan Dubai +971 600 545555
dubaicalendar.com
The official calendar of events in Dubai

Download iPhone App

Managed by Dubai Events & Promotions Establishment

Duran Duran Live in Dubai
8 March 2012,

7he Sevens Stadium

Art Week
15 - 25 March 2012,

Art and Design Fairs, Gallery Openings and Events
Dubai 

Dubai World Cup
31 March 2012,

Meydan

Dubai International Boat Show
13 - 17 March 2012,

Dubai International Marine Club, Mina Seyahi

 The Emirates Airline Festival of Literature 
6 March: The Cultural and Scientific 

Association, Al Mamzar 
7 - 10 March: Intercontinental 

Dubai Festival City

Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships 

20 February - 3 March 2012,
Dubai Tennis Stadium

Download iPhone App

بإدارة مؤسسة دبي للفعاليات والترويج التجاري

»جدول فعاليات دبي« يقّدم لكم

فعاليات شهر يوليو في دبي

dubaicalendar.com
الجدول الرسمي والموحد للفعاليات التي تحتضنها دبي

خدمة »أهاًل دبي«:
+971 600 545555

 عروض أزياء 
الشيلة والعباية

11 - 14 يوليو 
دبي مول

كاتس
)مسرحية موسيقية(

10 - 14 يوليو
مسرح دبي اإلجتماعي ومركز 

الفنون – مول اإلمارات

أسبوع أزياء األطفال
8 - 14 يوليو 

ديره سيتي سنتر

عالم الدمى
6 - 14 يوليو

مردف سيتي سنتر

عالم مدهش
حتى 25 أغسطس

مركز دبي التجاري العالمي

متعة العقل
حتى 13 يوليو 

مركز دبي التجاري العالمي

مفاجآت صيف دبي 
حتى 14 يوليو 

 بطولة دبي لخماسيات 
كرة القدم

  8 – 12  يوليو
 قاعة الشيخ راشد 

مركز دبي التجاري العالمي

Barbie Poster-v6.pdf   1   20/10/11   3:33 PM

®

Utsavam’11 
Date: 4 – 7 Nov

Venue: HRH Princess
Haya Bint Hussein Theatre,

GEMS Wellington
International School, Dubai

Eid Fireworks
Date: 6 – 8 Nov 

Venue: Dubai Creek
Timing: 8pm

Dhiyafat-Al-Eid
Date: 6 – 9 Nov 

Venue: Dubai Airport & Dubai Shopping Malls

Live Show: 
Marvel Super Heroes

Date: 7 – 10 Nov 
Venue: Mirdif City Centre

Timings: 5pm, 6:30pm & 7:30pm

Dariush &
Faramarz Aslani 

Date: 6 Nov
Venue: Sheikh Rashid Hall, DWTC

Timing: 10pm

It’s a Barbie™ 
World!

Date: 7 – 10 Nov 
Venue: Festival Centre,

Dubai Festival City
Timings: 5pm, 7:30pm & 8:30pm

“Eid in Dubai” Calendar of Events

Campaign Material
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nation
4 a

A8-9 | nAtion
Two outlets guilty  
of raising prices

A10 | nAtion
91 contestants confirmed  
for Holy Quran Award

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

nation 5
Gulf News | Wednesday, July 25, 2012 | gulfnews.com

www.automalluae.com

Dubai Airport Road, Shaikh Zayed Road, Al Awir Municipality Complex Abu Dhabi Mina Centre, Mina Zayed Sharjah Industrial Area 4 
Ajman Next to Safeer Mall RAK Shaikh Mohd Bin Salem Rd   e-mail: automall@alfuttaim.ae 

Terms & conditions apply.

CALL
fb.com/alfuttaimautomall

Jeep Wrangler 2008 81,000

Land Rover Range Rover Sport  2009 185,000

Mini Cooper 2007 62,000

Mitsubishi Lancer GL 2009 29,500

Mitsubishi Pajero GLS 2009 69,500

Nissan Tiida  2009 39,000

Nissan 350 Z 2009 107,500

Nissan Pathfinder 2011 96,500

Peugeot 207 2011 55,000

Peugeot 207 GT 2009 41,500

Subaru Legacy 2010 77,500

Toyota Camry GL 2010 65,500

Toyota Camry GL 2011 69,500

Toyota Camry GLX 2011 75,000

Toyota Corolla XLi 2010 54,000

Toyota Corolla XLi 2011 55,000

Toyota Corolla XLi 2007 39,500

Toyota Prado TXL 2011 135,000

Toyota Prado VX 2009 109,000

Toyota Prado TXL 2012 140,000

Toyota RAV4 2009 77,500

Audi Q7 Quattro 2008 123,000

BMW 118i 2009 73,000

Chevrolet Corvette Z06 2011 231,000

Chrysler 300C Limited 2010 91,000

Dodge Charger SXT 2008 53,500

Ford Edge SEL 2007 62,500

GMC Envoy Denali 2009 91,500

Honda Accord LX 2010 68,000

Honda Accord EX 2009 69,500

Honda Accord EXi SE 2012 89,000

Honda Crosstour EX 2011 119,000

Honda City LX 2010 47,500

Honda City LX 2011 51,000

Honda Civic Type-R 2010 87,500

Honda CR-V RVSi 2010 84,500

Honda CR-V RVSi 2007 65,000

Honda Pilot EXL 2011 125,000

Honda Pilot EXL 2009 92,500

Hyundai Tucson 2009 57,500

Hyundai GETZ 2008 26,000

Jeep Wrangler 2011 125,000

Toyota RAV4 2007 65,000

Toyota RAV4 2011 87,000

Toyota Fortuner 2009 78,500

Toyota Fortuner Top Range 2008 89,000

Toyota Fortuner Top Range 2012 126,500

Toyota Land Cruiser GXR 2011 161,000

Toyota Land Cruiser VXR 2010 219,000

Toyota Land Cruiser GXR 2009 153,500

Toyota Yaris 2008 35,500

Toyota Yaris 2010 43,000

Toyota Yaris 2009 35,000

Toyota Sequoia Platinum 2009 139,000

Toyota FJ Cruiser 2012 141,500

Toyota FJ Cruiser 2010 112,500

Volkswagen Passat 2010 79,000

Volkswagen Golf GTi 2011 97,500

Volvo XC60 T6 Prestige 2012 165,000

Volvo C30 T5 2008 57,500

...And Many More!

Model Year Price Model Year Price Model Year Price

When you buy a used car from our wide range of brands,
you can trust Al-Futtaim Automall

to ensure that it will always be up to the 
high standards you expect. And that’s guaranteed.

WHY BUY NEW, WHEN YOU
CAN BUY PRE-OWNED?

AUTOMALL. DRIVEN BY TRUST.

CALL 800 AUTOMALL (800 2886 6255)

Al-Futtaim
 Automall

buys all 
makes and

models of 
cars.

Call us no
w to

arrange a

free valua
tion.

RAMADAN
MUBARAK

Al-Futtaim Automall now accepts all major credit cards for the full purchase price of the vehicle

30979787_1.1

Record Emirati intake at varsities
For the First time, a sizable number oF nationals registers For vocational courses too

Abu DhAbi

Federal universities and in-
stitutes in the UAE have 
granted admission to 

14,570 Emirati high-school 
graduates for the 2012-2013 
academic year.

This marks the largest num-
ber of nationals who have ob-
tained seats in federal universi-
ties in one academic year, with 
female students accounting for 
60 per cent.

Those offered admission, 
both Emiratis and children of 
Emirati mothers, were chosen 
from among 18,400 applicants 
nationwide.

Admissions have been dis-
tributed among the three fed-
eral universities, namely the 
Higher Colleges of Technology, 
Zayed University and UAE Uni-
versity, which are overseen by 
the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research.

While 380 students will re-
ceive scholarships to pursue 
their education abroad, 3,520 
students have also been accept-
ed for programmes at the Abu 
Dhabi Vocational Education 

and Training Institute (Adveti) 
for the first time.

At a signing ceremony held 
in the capital yesterday, Shaikh 
Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahy-
an, Minister of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research, 
congratulated students who had 
gained admission to universities 
and reiterated the commitment 
of the country’s leadership to 
educational excellence.

“Higher education in the 
country has made a quantum 
leap with the help of national 
cadres specialised in all fields 
of science and technology. I am 
confident that this year’s stu-
dents will meet our expectations 
and will exert maximum effort 
to benefit from the services and 
opportunities available to them 
at the universities and colleges,” 
Shaikh Nahyan said.

Last year, only 11,532 stu-
dents were accepted at federal 
universities.

“The proportion of students 
who have been accepted this 
year from among the total 
number of applicants is not 
much different compared to 
previous years. Some students 
may not have received admis-
sion because of incomplete 
applications or other minor 
concerns, and they can apply 
again in the second semester,” 
Youmna Badowah, director of 
higher education planning and 
coordination at the ministry, 
told Gulf News.

This year, 8,761 female stu-
dents, or nearly 60 per cent of 
the applicants, have been ad-
mitted at the universities and 
Adveti, compared to 5,429 
males.

Admissions into Adveti, 
which is overseen by the Abu 
Dhabi Centre for Technical and 
Vocational Education and Train-
ing, have also been approved 
this year by the ministry for the 
first time. 

Founded in 2007, it offers 
training suited to sectors such as 
oil and gas and aviation.

Asked whether a stigma 
against vocational education 
may prevent accepted students 
from enrolling in the pro-
gramme, Dr Mubarak Saeed Al 
Shamsi, deputy director gen-
eral at the Adveti, said more 
students are now opening up to 
vocational training. 

“Based on the statistics we 
have collected, the majority of 
students granted admission are 
in fact interested in receiving 
vocational training. Many key 

jobs require the technical edu-
cation that Adveti provides, and 
major industries, including the 
oil and gas, aviation and nuclear 
industries, are keen to recruit 
graduates with industry-specif-
ic skills. 

“In fact, we have tied up with 
major industry players, with 
many students signing employ-
ment contracts even before they 
finish at the institute.”

By Samihah Zaman
Staff Reporter

abdul Rahman/Gulf news

Government support
■■ Shaikh nahyan Bin Mubarak al nahyan approves federal 

university admission lists and scholarships in abu Dhabi 
yesterday in the presence of Dr tayyeb Kamali, Vice-

Fact file

■■ 18,400 Emirati students 
applied for higher education 
admissions

■■ 14,570 students accepted to 
study at federal universities 
and institutes, or granted 
scholarships

■■ 4,014 accepted to UaE Uni-
versity (1,243 males and 2,771 
females)

■■ 4,160 accepted at the Higher 
Colleges of technology (1,778 
males and 2,382 females)

■■ 2,496 accepted at Zayed 
University (465 males and 
2,031 females)

■■ 380 students granted schol-
arships

■■ 3,520 students accepted 
into abu Dhabi Vocational 
Education and training insti-
tute (1,943 males and 1,577 
females)

admiSSionS

14,570
Emirati students 
step into federal 
universities

Learning quest

3,520
Emiratis set for vo-
cational education 
programmes

Where on the map do you go?
sports Destinations map publisheD by Dubai sports council aims to promote year-rounD active liFestyle among resiDents

DubAi

The Dubai Sports Council 
(DSC) has launched a map 
of sporting venues in the 

emirate aimed at promoting 
an year-round fitness culture 
among residents and high-
lighting options they can make 
use of to stay active during the 
summer. 

The first of its kind in the 
UAE, the Sports Destinations 
Map lists around 100 venues 
with GPS coordinates, contact 
information and Dubai Metro 
connections to cater to a wide 
range of physical activity inter-
ests from jogging to cycling and 
diving. 

Prime mover
The initiative is spearheaded 

by Shaikh Hamdan Bin Mo-
hammad Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Crown Prince of Dubai, 
and President of the DSC. The 
DSC seeks to raise awareness 
on the importance of physical 
activity, specifically sport, and 
to promote an active lifestyle 
among the general public.  

Dr Ahmad Al Sharif, general 
secretary of the DSC, said that 
residents have little excuse not 
to be active given that there 
are more than 500 public and 

privates sporting facilities in 
Dubai, of which the major ones 
are represented on the map. 

Speaking to Gulf News, Al 
Sharif said there are both in-
door and outdoor sports facili-
ties available across the emir-
ate, and residents can choose 
their preferred activity. When 
these options were fully uti-
lised, physical activity would 
become a habit regardless of 
the weather, he stressed.  

The council has conducted 
several studies over the past 
four years with health authori-
ties to ascertain the percentage 
of the UAE population involved 
in fitness-related activities, and 
to find solutions to close the 
gap. The map will play an in-
tegral role in this effort, Dr Al 
Sharif said. 

He explained that residents 
with specific interests like jog-
ging or cycling could easily 
find a venue. “The map will en-
courage more people to take up 
some form of physical activity 
whether it is walking or a spe-
cialised sport,” he said.  

New facilities
He said that the DSC is look-

ing into measures to improve 
the percentage of people who 
lead an active lifestyle. “Only 
36 per cent of the population is 
involved in physical activity of 

some nature, according to last 
year’s study. We hope that by 
2015 we reach 45 per cent.”

The DSC, through its fit-
ness awareness programmes 
and projects with Dubai  

Municipality and Roads and 
Transport Authority (RTA), is 
also lining up new facilities. 
“Later this year, we plan to 
open a new cycling track. In 
the future, we will also con-

duct a survey to find out what 
facilities and services residents 
need,” Dr Al Sharif said. 

Gulf News also spoke to 
Nasser Aman Al Rahma, di-
rector of cultures and social  

activities affairs, DSC, who said 
that the Sports Destinations 
Map targets tourists who need 
fitness options. 

He explained that the special 
feature of the map is its catego-
risation. 

“People looking for venues 
according to their sporting 
interests like golf, shooting, 
camel racing, etc, can now find 
these easily,” Al Rahma said.

Where to get it
He added that the map will 

be regularly updated and an 
electronic version launched in 
the coming months. 

The maps are available at 
petrol stations and leading 
bookstores. 

By Carolina d’Souza
Staff Reporter 
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Sports destinations map
KEEP FIT

� To encourage year-round �tness, the Dubai Sports Council (DSC) has launched 
the Sports Destinations Map - locattions of physical activities in Dubai. It lists 
around 100 venues with GPS coordinates, contact information and Dubai Metro 
connections to cater to a wide range of physical activity interests including 
jogging, golf, cycling, diving, shooting, camel racing, and diving. The Map targets 
both residents and tourists.
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oliver Clarke/ Gulf news

Off the blocks
■■ nasser aman al Rahma of Dubai Sports Council, Dr ahmad al Sharif, general secretary of 

Dubai Sports Council, and Hamed Bin Mijren, executive director, business tourism, Department 
of tourism and Commerce Marketing at a press conference to announce the new map of 
Dubai’s sports venues. an online version of the map is also in the pipeline.

Rich choice

■■ Physical activities that can be 
pursued with the aid of the 
map are golf; rugby; beach 
and water sports; diving; sky-
diving; bowling; karting; ice 
skating and skiing; equestrian 
sport; polo; tennis; camel rac-
ing; shooting; cycling; swim-
ming, walking and cycling.

■■ Source: Sports Destinations 
Map

SportS

■■ 1.Dubai Sports Council
■■ 2.General authority of Youth and Sports Welfare
■■ 3. national olympic Committee
■■ 5. Dubai Sports City
■■ 6. al ahli Club
■■ 7. al nasr Club
■■ 9. al Shabab al arabi Club
■■ 10. Dubai Cultural and Sports Club
■■ 12. Dubai Chess and Culture Club
■■ 13. Dubai Club for Special Sports
■■ 16. Dubai international Marine Club
■■ 19. the Pavilion Dive Center
■■ 20. Skydive Dubai

■■ 21. Jebel ali Golf Resort & Spa
■■ 22. al Badia Golf Club
■■ 25. the Els Club
■■ 27. Dubai Greek Golf & Yacht Club
■■ 28. Dubai international Bowling Center (Deira)
■■ 29. Dubai Bowling Center (al-Quoz)
■■ 30. Bowling City (Festival City)
■■ 31. Bowling City (Deira City Center)
■■ 32. Switch Bowling
■■ 33. al nasr Leisureland
■■ 35. Wonderland
■■ 39. al nasr Leisureland
■■ 47. Dubai tennis Stadium

■■ 49. Dubai Camel Race track (Lahbab)
■■ 50. Dubai Camel Race track (al Khawaneej)
■■ 51. Jebel ali Shooting Club
■■ 55. Dubai Ladies Club
■■ 56. Jumeirah open Beach
■■ 57. al Mamzar open Beach
■■ 59. Jebhel ali Beach
■■ 60. JBR  Beach
■■ 61. al Safa Park
■■ 62. Zabeel Park
■■ 65. Midriff Park
■■ 66. al nahda Pond Park
■■ 68. Creek Park

■■ 69. Jumeirah Beach Park
■■ 73. al Mamzar Park
■■ 74. Dubai Police officers’ Club
■■ 75. Dubai Municipality Employees Club
■■ 76. automobile & touring Club of UaE (atCUaE)
■■ 79. Mirdiff City Center
■■ 80. Dragon Mart
■■ 82. Deira City Center
■■ 84. BurJuman Center
■■ 86. Mazaya Center
■■ 87. oasis Center
■■ 89. ibn Battuta Mall
■■ 90. Dubai Festival City

Dubai Sports City: Sports Venue Map
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Sponsors
Following is a sample of companies who sponsor and support events and festivals in Dubai. 
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Thank you to the following government agencies for their contribution.

66



67


