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Cattle Drive on Clematis 
 

Introduction/Background: 
As part of a schedule of new, innovative programming on West Palm Beach’s Waterfront, the City hosted “Cowboys 
on the Waterfront”, a first time, month-long promotion in January, 2011.  While most think of Florida as sandy beaches 
and amusement parks, the state has a largely invisible, rich cowboy heritage most would be shocked to discover. 
Today, Florida has six of the top 10 producing ranches in the United States. To uncover and celebrate Florida’s rich 
cattle heritage industry and its natural beauty, West Palm Beach is hosting a month-long event series in January 
entitled, Cowboys on the Waterfront. To create buzz for the Cowboys on the Waterfront month, the City of West Palm 
Beach organized a creative news stunt never before seen in downtown West Palm Beach:  a Cattle Drive on 
Clematis. 
 
At High Noon, on Thursday, January 13, 2011, The Florida Cattlemen’s Association in conjunction with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida brought a herd of approximately 12 cows, 10 horses and cowboys for a Cattle Drive straight down 
West Palm Beach’s main street.  Thousands lined Clematis Street for the Wild West Palm Beach news stunt, which 
was designed to promote all of the activities planned as part of Cowboys on the Waterfront month, downtown West 
Palm Beach in general, and the importance of the cattle and ranching industry in Florida. 
 
Palm Beach County residents and visitors were treated to the unusual site of cows and horses herded along the West 
Palm Beach Waterfront with the backdrop of the Intracoastal Waterway and neighboring mansions of Palm Beach.    
The bemused and excited faces of the onlookers reflected the uniqueness of the promotion.  “Yee! Haw!” yelled Betty 
Kaufman, a downtown businesswoman and Newton, Mass, native, who discovered her inner cowgirl as the cattle 
ambled past her sidewalk perch.  “This is awesome.”  “They should do this every day, “ April Hickman said. 
 
Cowboys on the Waterfront Month included: 

 Florida Cowboys:  Keepers of the Last Frontier by Conservation Photographer Carlton Ward Jr. 
Free exhibit in the Lake Pavilion from January 6 – January 30, 2011 5,800 visitors Travelled through a vibrant 
world alive in the State and an important part of our State heritage. Major Sponsors: Grease Burger Bar & Grill 
and the Palm Beach Photographic Centre, the Florida Cattleman’s Association and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

 Cattle Drive Down Clematis – January 13, 2011 
The Florida Cattlemen’s Association in conjunction with the Seminole Tribe of Florida brought a herd of 
approximately 12 cows, 10 horses and cowboys for a Cattle Drive straight down West Palm Beach’s main street 
at “high noon.”  Thousands lined Clematis Street for the Wild West Palm Beach news stunt, which was designed 
to create buzz for the Florida Cowboy photo exhibit in the Lake Pavilion and the importance of the cattle and 
ranching industry in Florida. 

 Screen on the Green – January 14, 2011 
Several hundred residents and visitors enjoyed a free viewing of “City Slickers” on the big screen on the Great 
Lawn. 

 Tony Morrell’s Living History Cowboy Camp at the West Palm Beach GreenMarket – January 15, 2011 
Florida history circa 1870, came alive as Tony Morrell, former Park Director of the Kississmee State Park brought 
his band of pioneering cattle ranchers to camp on the Great Lawn. 7,000 Attendees were able to meet and greet 
with the cattleman who began a noble Florida industry. 

 Carlton Ward Jr. Multi Media Presentation – January 15, 2011 
Photographic presentation by Carlton Ward, Jr.   

 Sunday on the Waterfront – January 16, 2011 
National Country recording artists, Restless Heart, took the stage for this popular, monthly concert series.  7,000 
Cowboy and cowgirls line danced to the pure harmonies of this legendary country music group, celebrating over 
25 years of electrifying audience’s world wide. 

 Ginger’s Line Dancing Party – January 22, 2011 
More than 200 folks moseyed down for this monthly DJ dance party, which featured country line dancing 
demonstrations and lessons. 

 
What Challenges/Obstacles did you foresee/encounter in Creating the Program: 
The Cattle Drive on Clematis required the City’s Risk Manager to sign off on the activity.  Even with the required 
insurance, he had his druthers about allowing a herd of cattle to trot down the City’s main street during the busy lunch 
hour.  His concerns were for pedestrians and parked vehicles.  The Florida Cattleman’s Association met with the Risk 
Manager and explained that cowboys have been keeping cows in herd for years and showed examples of other main 



streets that had held a similar activity.  The Risk Manager conceded and there were no problems; the cows moved 
faster than anyone would have expected and had cleared the street in approximately 20 minutes.  The other logistical 
challenges involved where to pen the cattle and horses, both at the beginning and the end of the drive.  Two City lots 
were identified and the Cattleman’s Association properly secured and prepared the sites.  And, finally, there was the 
manure challenge.  The City hired a team of clean up employees who followed the herd in a Gater with shovels and 
garbage cans.  The entire street was back to normal within 45 minutes, with no reports of “poo on the shoe.”  
 


