
 
 

General Servus Heritage Festival Information 
 

Servus Heritage Festival 2010 marks the 35th annual of this premier three-day showcase of 
Canada's vibrant multicultural heritage. We will feature 63 pavilions representing over eighty-five 

cultures from all over the world. Sample culinary delicacies, see creative performances, shop for 
crafts, artwork, and clothing. Our theme this year “Come to Our 35th Birthday” was chosen to 

emphasize the unity and diversity of Canada’s culture mosaic and the open willingness of festival 
participants to share their cultural family with one another. 

 
Dates: July 31st, August 1st 2nd 2010 
Location: William Hawrelak Park 

Hours: Saturday 12pm to 9pm; Sunday 10am to 9pm; Monday 10am to 7pm 
 

Free Admission 
Donations for Edmonton’s Food Bank gratefully accepted. 

No Public Parking. Walk, bike (racks provided at major entrances), ETS Park ‘n’ Ride or DATS 
service available. 

 
Who We Are 

The Servus Heritage Festival Mission: 
To promote public awareness, understanding, and appreciation for cultural diversity through an 
annual summer Festival, as well as to provide educational events, programs, and/or projects on a 

year-round basis. 
 

Executive Director: Jack Little 
jacklittle@heritage-festival.com 

 
Office Administrator & Volunteer Coordinator: Wendy Carter 

wendy@heritage-festival.com 
 

Servus Heritage Festival President: Lawrence Rodnunsky 
 

Edmonton Heritage Festival Association Office Contact Information: 
Address: 10125-157 Street Edmonton, AB   T5P 2T9 

Phone: 780-488-3378   Fax: 780-455-9097 
Email: info@heritage-festival.com   Website: www.heritage-festival.com 

mailto:info@heritage-festival.com


 
 

Servus Heritage Festival Facts 
 

• It costs the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association an average of $400,000 per year to showcase 
the annual Servus Heritage Festival. 
 

• The Edmonton Heritage Festival Association has completed the creation of three new pavilion 
sites in Hawrelak Park. These additional sites come equipped with electrical and water hook-ups. 
This addition to Hawrelak Park will increase the maximum number of yearly participants in the 
Heritage Festival from 58 to 63 pavilions. As always, these upgrades will also benefit other 
events in Hawrelak Park.  
 

• 2004 The Edmonton Heritage Festival Association completed a $75,000 upgrade to the electrical 
system in Hawrelak Park. This project was financed by the Edmonton Heritage Festival 
Association, the Community Facility Enhancement Program and the City of Edmonton. The 
improvements included upgrades to the electrical panels, pedestals, a power supply for 
operations, as well as an additional 200 amp underground service. These upgrades will be used 
not only by the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association, but all other events in the Park. 
 

• The Festival’s estimated attendance record of over 380,000 was achieved in 2006 and again in 
2008 although more than 340,000 people came out in both 1991 and 1992. We aim to break this 
record again, so Come and Enjoy the 35th Birthday. 
 

• A proud moment: in 1999 the Festival was designated as one of the Top 100 Events in North 
America by the American Bus Association (ABA), the trade organization of the motor coach tour 
industry. 
 

• The first Heritage Festival information website went on-line in 1996. 
 

• 1995 saw the installation of a $300,000 electrical upgrade system with electrical outlets to service 
fifty sites around the interior periphery of Hawrelak Park. The upgrade included three new 
transformers, distribution panels and the ability to service each site with 100 amps of power. 
 

• Through much of its history, the Festival was a two-day event, taking place over the Sunday and 
Monday of the Heritage-Day long weekend. It was extended to three days in 1993, and has 
remained so ever since. 
 

• Our popular mascot Buddy the Beaver was born in 1991. At the time, Festival organizers had 
difficulty choosing his name. As a note in that year’s Souvenir Guide reported, “Bucky, Beno, 
Beulah…we’ve even tried ELVIS, but our beaver has refused them all!” In the end, Buddy’s name 
was chosen by the public in a contest. 
 



• The 1987 Festival was particularly notable for its theme of “Come Along-and-Conga.” That year, 
participants set a world record for the longest conga line ever of 10,442 people, an achievement 
recognized by a framed certificate from the Guinness World Book of Records which hangs in the 
festival offices to this day. 
 

• In 1986, the Festival introduced the Nena Timperley Award for Excellence in Pavilion 
Management. Nena Timperley, affectionately known to a generation of Edmontonians as “Mrs. 
Multiculturalism,” was the Heritage Festival Association’s President from 1982 to 1986. The Arab 
Pavilion has won this award for ten of the last eleven years running. 
 

• The tradition of picking special theme phrase to lend a unique element each year goes right back 
to the Festival’s early days. Some of these have included “The Total Ethnic Experience” (1981), 
“A Kaleidoscope of Culture” (1985), “Fiddle Around the World” (1988), “Our Family…The 
World” (1990), “Send a Message to the World…We’re Proud of Our Heritage” (1996), “Stirring 
up Fun” (2001), and “Come for a Perfect Day” (2009). 
 

• In 1983, the Festival opened its site to Edmonton’s Food Bank as a collection point for food 
donations. The Festival has become the Food Bank’s single largest annual food drive, with 
attendees often contributing more than 50,000 kilograms for food as well as $50,000 in monetary 
donations. That amount remains the goal for this year, so please do bring along a non-perishable 
food item to help is meet it. 
 

• Mainstage performers of past festivals have included Ian Tyson, The Rovers, Natalie MacMaster 
Legendary Edmonton fiddler Ron Boychuk, the Emeralds, and, in 1983 Heino, billed as 
“Germany’s No. 1 Superstar”. 
 

• Also In 1987, the first Citizenship Ceremony hosted by Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
during the Festival took place at the Amphitheatre. That ceremony, in which forty candidates 
became Canadian citizens, was presided over by Judge Margaret Osbaldeston of the Court of 
Canadian Citizenship (later to become a Heritage Festival Board Member in her own right) and 
the Honorable David Crombie, Secretary of State. 
 

• Edmonton’s “Black Friday” tornado struck just as the 1987 Heritage Festival was being set up in 
Hawrelak Park, severely damaging most of the Festival’s tent inventory and therefore putting 
that year’s entire Festival in peril. People involved in the Heritage Festival; back then still warmly 
remember how an impromptu group of volunteers from different cultural organizations came 
together at the site and went from tent to tent making enough repairs to allow the Festival to 
proceed that weekend. Although the weather continued inclement throughout the weekend, 
140,000 people attended that year. 
 

• Current Alberta Minister Gene Zwozdesky served on the Festival’s board of directors for several 
years in the 1980’s. For the 1982 Festival, he also wrote original music and lyrics for the “Then & 
When”, a gala Festival song-and-dance revue. 
 



• The Edmonton Heritage Festival Association spearheaded the building of Hawrelak Park 
Heritage Amphitheatre. We celebrated the official opening of the $1.7 million Heritage Festival 
Amphitheatre, designed by noted architect Stephen Lu, in Hawrelak Park in 1986. The 
Amphitheatre is Western Canada’s largest outdoor seating venue with 1,100 theatre-style seats, 
along with grass seating for 2,000. 
 

• Long-time Edmontonians may remember an ambitious plan of the late 1970’s to construct a new 
home for the Festival, “Anniversary Festival Park”, in the river valley downtown next to the 
then-new convention center. The plan, calling for extensive landscaping and a permanent stage, 
was meant to result in “Edmonton’s first action-oriented park”. 
 

• The first Heritage Festival Ball was held in April at the University of Alberta in 1979 as a 
fundraiser for the festival. This event continued annually until 1987. 
 

• Over the years, more than eighty five groups have presented cultural pavilions at the Servus 
Heritage Festival at one time or another. 
 

• In 1974 and 1975, a Heritage Day concert was held at Fort Edmonton Park with performers from 
several ethnic communities. However, it was in 1976 that eleven ethno-cultural organizations set 
up pavilions for one day in Edmonton’s Mayfair Park (renamed William Hawrelak Park in 1982), 
thus marking the first Edmonton Heritage Festival in its current form. Attendance that year was 
20,000. By 1978, thirty pavilions were taking part, and annual attendance first surpassed 100,000 
by 1979. 
 

• The Servus Heritage Festival’s roots date to 1974, when the Government of Alberta, through then 
Minister of Culture, Dr. Horst A Schmid, declared the first Monday in August an annual holiday 
for recognizing and celebrating the ethnic heritage of Alberta’s citizens. 
 
 



 
 

2010 Servus Heritage Festival Cultural Pavilions 
 

The 2010 Servus Heritage Festival will showcase 63 Pavilions, with 3 new Countries being represented! 
 

New to the Festival are: 
El Salvador, Iraqi and Kyrgyzstan 

 
 
 

Aboriginal Eritrea Kenya Russia 

Afghanistan Ethiopia Korea Scandinavia 

Afrika OYI Fiji Kyrgyzstan Serbia 

Arab France Laos Somalia 

Bangladesh German Malaysia-Singapore Sri Lanka 

Borneo Guatemala Mexico Sudan 

Bosnia Hellenic Nepal Taiwan 

Canadian Hong Kong Nicaragua Thailand 

Caribbean Hungarian Nigeria Turkish 

Chile India Pakistan Uganda 

Chinese Indonesia Peru Ukrainian 

Congo Iraqi Philippines Venezuela 

Croatia Irish Poland Vietnam 

Dutch Israel Polynesia Wales 

Ecuador Italy Portugal Zimbabwe 

El Salvador Japanese Romania  



 
 

New Canadians!! 
 

At noon Monday August 2nd 2010 between 80 and 100 new Canadians will be sworn in 
at the Amphitheatre. 

 
Come join this very moving ceremony as these people choose to become Canadians!! 

 
The ceremony is complete with flags, bag pipes, Mounties and of course a Citizenship 

Judge. 



 
 

EIA Kidzworld 
(Edmonton International Airport) 

 
Win a trip from Edmonton International Airport!! 

AS a Sponsor of Kidzworld EIA is giving away a trip! 
Enter to win at EIA Kidzworld 



 
 

EIA Kidzworld 
(Edmonton International Airport) 

 
There’s adventure and fun for our youngest Festival visitors and their families at the EIA 

Kidzworld. Enjoy hands-on activities including painting, ethnic crafts, lots of silly games, mascots 
and face painting! There will also be inflatable’s for bouncy fun. 

 
Beach Theme 

Celebrate summer in this beach themed tent! Take pictures with the larger than life beach 
accessories, play in the sand with pails and shovels or play the interactive games and win a prize! 

 
Monster Mural 

Participate in history as we paint a 5 foot by 16 foot mural depicting our ethnic heritage. Celebrate 
at the Festival and leave your color! 

 
Win a Prize Pack with Edmonton International Airport 
Enter to win an EIA prize pack at the Kidzworld tent. 

 
*** EIA Kidzworld is open until 7PM daily and all activities are free of charge. *** 

 
 

RE/MAX Lost Parent Center 
Sometimes, at a large event like the Servus Heritage Festival, children and parents can become 

separated. The RE/MAX Lost Parent Center helps bring them together quickly and safely. Upon 
entering the park, parents may pick up free stickers showing the way to the Lost Parents Center at 
all Information Kiosks and affix them to their children’s backs. Should these children become lost, 
any employee, volunteer, or visitor can assist them in finding the Center which is located next to 

the EIA Kidzworld. 
 



 
 

The Edmonton Heritage Festival Association Endowment Fund 
 

What is an Endowment Fund? 
Endowment gifts are better defined as “gifts that are not spent”. Rather, they are carefully 
invested and it is the earnings from these investments that provide ongoing support to the 

Edmonton Heritage Festival Association, now and for generations to come. 
 

How can you contribute to the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association Endowment Fund? 
There are two (2) ways to contribute: 

  1) Living Legacy 
A gift can be made to the Endowment Fund today. 

2)  Bequests 
You can name the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association as a beneficiary in your will. You can 

designate certain personal property or real estate, a specific sum of money or a percentage of 
estate assets. 

 
Benefits of contributing to the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association Endowment Fund: 

1) You will have the satisfaction of knowing that your gift will help ensure that The 
Edmonton Heritage Festival Association will continue to promote ethnic and cultural diversity, 

to entertain and to educate future generations of Festival attendees. 
1) You will be eligible for a donation receipt for gifts received through our Living Legacy 

Program. Alberta’s 2007 Budget increased tax credits for charitable donations. Alberta’s tax credit 
for total annual charitable donations over $200 have increased to 21% from 12.75%. When 

combined with the federal charitable donations credit, Albertans will receive a 50 cent tax credit 
for every dollar donated over the $200 threshold. 

 
Help the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association continue to thrive and grow for generations to 

come. Invest in the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association Endowment Fund today. 
 

To learn more about how you can make a difference contact the Edmonton Heritage Festival 
Association office at 780-488-3378, www.heritage–festival.com or the Edmonton Community 

Foundation at 780-426-0015, info@ecfoundation.org or canadahelps.org 
 



 
 

Food Tickets 
 

Once again the Servus Heritage Festival will be using the food ticket system for the purchase of 
food items during the Festival. This system has helped reduce long line-ups and includes a 

convenient option of purchasing tickets in advance at all Edmonton Save On Foods stores, Servus 
Credit Union Branches and TIX on the Square (Phone 780-420-1757: www.tixonthesquare.ca).  

Advance food tickets only sold in full sheets of thirty for $25 until July 30th. 
 

Food tickets will be required for all food and beverage purchases at the 2010 Servus Heritage 
Festival at every cultural pavilion and Royal Treats Ice Cream booths in William Hawrelak Park. 

All Arts & Crafts items at the pavilions will be sold for cash. 
 

Ticket Prices 
Individual tickets will be sold for $1.00 each or: 

6 tickets for $5.00 
12 tickets for $10.00 
18 tickets for $ 15.00 
24 tickets for $20.00 

30 tickets (full sheet) for $25.00 



 
 

Going Green 
 

The Servus Heritage Festival is “Green in every possible way”. 
 

Park N Ride (over 105,000 took ETS last year) 
Bicycle Compound – Two large bike compounds situated at each entrance (bicycles left 

at owner’s risk) 
Biodegradable – All food will be served on biodegradable products 

Wind Power – ENMAX will supply enough renewal electricity to energize the event 
 

PLUS!! 
 

Even the ink used to print the official magazine contains a minimum of 20% by weight 
renewable resources!! 

 
 



Insurance Bureau of Canada’s ‘Be Smart. Be Safe. Tour’ 
 

This summer Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) is bringing it’s Be Smart. Be Safe. community 
outreach program to the Servus Heritage Festival! The 2010 program will emphasize injury 

prevention on the road, at home and at play. 
A student team will staff a colourful trailer containing interactive safety exhibits including a 

display about how to survive the first 72 hours in an emergency, a tri-dimensional interactive fire 
safety house, and the Safe Home Now! tent which teaches kids how to avoid common household 

hazards. The star of the show is the road safety simulator or Dumb Car 2.0. 
The simulator is designed to cover a broad range of road safety issues including distractions, 

driving in adverse weather conditions, avoiding road hazards and identifying the point-of-no-
return at traffic lights. IBC has also included an eco driving segment to teach drivers how to 

improve fuel efficiency and reduce their carbon footprints. 
 



 
 

Main Stage Programming – Heritage Amphitheatre Schedule 
 

Saturday July 31st 
 

6:00 pm Festival Opening Kick Off 
6:30 pm Multicultural In Dance I 

 
 

Sunday August 1st, 2010 
 

1:00 pm Multicultural in Dance II 
 

4:00 pm Multicultural In Dance III 
 

Monday August 2nd 
 

Gates Open to Public at 11:00 am 
 

12:00 pm Citizenship Ceremony Starts 
02:00 pm Citizenship Ceremony Ends 

 
Gates Remain Open 

 
3:00 pm OMNI TV & World FM Show Starts 

 
Gates Remain Open 

 
5:00 pm OMNI TV & World FM Show Ends 

 
5:00 – 5:15 pm 50/50 Draw 

 
"Come to Our 35th Birthday” and see the performances at this year's Multicultural in Dance show! 
The 2010 performances will feature large-ensemble traditional dances by members of a number 
of cultural communities. See the colorful costumes, hear the traditional music, and take in the 

world-beat feel of these talented dancers! 
 

*Note: All performances are free of charge 



 
 

Opening Ceremonies Schedule 
 
Saturday August 2nd, 2010 
 
4:30 pm Presidents Reception starts in a tent behind the stage 
5:00 pm Gates are open for public 
5:30 pm Call VIP’s, Board of Directors, Guests to their seats 
5:45 pm Dignitaries and Guests are Seated 
 
6:00 pm Start of Opening Kick Off 
  Emcee Paula Simons (Edmonton Journal) 

Opening Welcome Introduction of Dan Rowley (Edmonton Opera) to 
sing the National Anthem plus one short song. 

 
6:05 pm Emcee introduces Peru – Bella & Bello Dance team opening dance number 
 
6:15 pm Emcee introduces Dignitaries  
 
6:20 pm Emcee introduces the 2010 Festival Prince & Princess 
   Prince Ali Farah (Kenya)  
   Princess Anna Ferradas (Peru)  
 
6:30 pm Emcee introduces first Dance Group for Multicultural In Dance 
 
7:45 pm Closing Remarks End of Show 
 



 

 

News Release: Jack Little, Executive Director of the Servus 
Heritage Festival is pleased to announce the Prince and Princess 
of the 2010 Festival 
 
Princess Anna Ferradas 
Hola! My name is Anna Feraddas, and I am proud to represent 
the Peruvian heritage and honoured to be the 2010 Servus 
Heritage Festival Princess. I am 10 years old and I am in the 
Spanish bilingual program in Esuela John Paul Elementary 
School. My hobbies are listening to music, playing soccer, karate 
and bird watching. 
The things I like to do in school are art, science, physical 
education and religion. When I first went to Peru I was 6 months 
old. I don’t remember going there but I look forward to going 
again.  
Bring your family and friends to the Peruvian Pavilion at the 2010 
Servus Heritage Festival. Vamanosa!! 
 

 

 Prince Ali Farah 
My Name is Ali Farah. I am honored to have been chosen as the 
2010 Servus Heritage Festival Prince to represent the Kenyan 
culture. 
I was born in Zambia Africa 10 years ago and came to Canada 
when I was a year and a half old. I have an older sister and 
younger brother.  
I am a grade 5 student in John Barnett School and do very well in 
all my classes. I particularly enjoy math and playing basketball. 
One day I hope to be a doctor.  
Please “Come to our 35th Birthday” and visit the Kenya Pavilion!  
 
Jack Little 
Executive Director 
Edmonton Heritage Festival Association 
PH: 780.488.3378 Cell: 780.488.3378 Fax: 780.455.9597 
jacklittle@heritage-festival.com 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Win a $5,000 GIC from Servus Credit Union 
 

As the presenting sponsor of the Servus Heritage Festival, Servus Credit Union is giving away a 
$5000 GIC to one lucky winner. Enter to win at the Servus Credit Union Tent at Hawrelak Park. 
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