
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The 500 Festival is proud to offer the state’s largest free outdoor festival for children with the 
Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day. It’s a privilege (and a lot of fun!) to organize the entertainment 
and games and watch families spend a happy afternoon together. The Chase 500 Festival 
Rookie Run is special as well because it gives kids the opportunity to feel the excitement of 
wearing a bib and running a race – just like runners in the famed OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-
Marathon! 
 
This year we were excited to have entertainment from one of Disney’s most popular new shows, 
“Jake and the Never Land Pirates.” The kids enjoyed the pirate theme with foam pirate hats, 
pirate temporary tattoos, pirate rubber duckies and pirate silly bands. We also featured fantastic 
local Indiana artists including Beth Lucas School of Dance, Junior Civic Theatre Act One and 
musician Garrett Godsey. 
 
Kids’ Day and Rookie Run are great events because they provide and fun and festive 
atmosphere at absolutely no cost. These events are fun for the whole family – they have a way 
of bringing out everyone’s inner kid! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Purpose/Objective 
The Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day is Indiana’s largest free outdoor festival 
specifically for children. At the festival, families can interact with local mascots 
and clowns, race mini cars, bounce in giant inflatables and create arts and crafts. 
Kids’ Day provides a venue especially for children to celebrate the legacy of the 
Indianapolis 500® with race-themed activities, educational booths and a kid-sized 
version of the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon – the Chase 500 Festival 
Rookie Run. Children also have the chance to meet nationally-known characters 
and make prince and princess sashes with the newly crowned 500 Festival 
Queen and the 500 Festival Princesses. 
 
The 2011 Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day took place on Sunday, May 15 on 
Monument Circle in downtown Indianapolis from 12 to 4 p.m.  This year’s Kids’ 
Day theme is “Making Childhood Memories.” This complements the 500 
Festival’s overall theme – “Miles of Memories” – in celebration of the 100th 
Anniversary of the Indianapolis 500® Mile Race. 
 
Overall Effectiveness 
This year more than 80 vendors participated in Kid’s Day and nearly 40,000 
people attended. Also, nearly 3,000 children participated in the Chase 500 
Festival Rookie Run. 
 
Activities/Entertainment 
Radio Disney headlined the entertainment stage with a special appearance by 
Jake from the hit animated series “Jake and the Never Land Pirates.” The act 
entertained kids on Monument Circle in downtown Indianapolis and included 
activities, prizes and photo opportunities. Music, games and prizes were provided 
by the Radio Disney Road Crew. 
 
Disney Junior's new animated series, "Jake and the Never Land Pirates," is a 
music-filled interactive treasure hunt that introduces a crew of kid pirates – leader 
Jake and pals Izzy and Cubby – and follows their Never Land adventures as they 
work to outwit two infamous characters, Captain Hook and Mr. Smee, from 
Disney's classic "Peter Pan." 
 
In addition, dozens of exhibitors filled Monument Circle and the surrounding 
streets with food, fun and educational games. More than 10,000 prizes were 
available throughout the day for Kids’ Day attendees. 
 
Here are some of the exciting exhibitors and activities that were available: 



• Great Clips was giving haircuts 
• Pit Stop Challenge game 
• Small Smiles provided proper brushing technique activities 
• College Choice 529 offered a paint-by-number mural 
• Indianapolis Marion County Library brought their bookmobile 
• Costumed Character meet & greet – Scooby-Doo & Shaggy and Yogi 

Bear & Boo-Boo were there! 
• Chevrolet offered photo opportunities with a Pace Car 
• WFMS-FM provided country karaoke 
• The Indianapolis Zoo brought animals to visit! 
• The Indianapolis Colts held a Quarterback Challenge game 
• IZOD IndyCar Series gave away spray tattoos 

 
In the midst of the Kids’ Day activities, the 2011 Chase 500 Festival Rookie Run 
allowed kids ages 3-12 to participate in a kid-sized version of the nation’s largest 
half-marathon, the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon. With many of the 
kids seeing their parents cross the finish line after completing 13.1 miles just 
weeks prior, the Rookie Run gives kids the chance to finish their own race made 
just for them. In this non-competitive fun-run, everyone goes home a winner. All 
3,000 participants shared the same No. 1 bib number, and everyone received a 
finisher’s medal and a goodie bag—just like the participants in the Mini! The 
Rookie Run also serves as a great health initiative for kids. It provides a time and a 
place for kids to get together, get outside and take part in fun exercise! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Background of the Program 
“Childhood Memories in the Making” is the theme for this year’s Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day. 
 
Each year, more than 40,000 people race to downtown Indianapolis for the state’s largest free 
outdoor festival for kids. This event is special to us because it specifically gives kids an event 
where they can celebrate the tradition surrounding the Indianapolis 500®. This year, families 
enjoyed mini-car racing, race-themed arts and crafts, face painting, clowns and food. Exhibitors 
gave away more than 10,000 prizes. 
 
Radio Disney provided entertainment including a live stage appearance by Disney Junior’s Jake 
from “Jake and the Never Land Pirates.” Music, games, prizes and photo opportunities were 
provided by the Radio Disney Road Crew. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background of the Program 
Kids aged three to 12 hit the pavement for a little exercise and a lot of fun at the Chase 500 
Festival Rookie Run downtown Indianapolis on Monument Circle. This year, nearly 3,000 kids 
participated in the Rookie Run. 
 
This non-competitive fun-run complements the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon and 
gives kids a chance to feel the excitement of a big race day! Participants picked up their race 
packets at the 500 Festival Mini-Marathon Expo like the 35,000 Mini runners. Each participant 
received a goodie bag, a bib with the No. 1 and a medal. Every kid went home a winner! 
 
The Rookie Run is also a fantastic health initiative. Kids ages 3-5 run a two-block course, ages 
6-7 run a 1/5-mile course, ages 8-12 run a 1/3-mile course. It provides a time and a place for 
kids to get together, get outside and take part in fun exercise! 
 
While the Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day is free, there is a small cost involved with participating 
in the Chase 500 Festival Rookie Run. Pre-registration, which is available from March 1 – May 
9, is $5 per participant. Event day registration is available for $10. In addition, a commemorative 
t-shirt is for sale for an additional $10. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Supporting Question 
 
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your 
updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable results and examples. 
 
The 2011 Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day theme, “Making Childhood Memories,” certainly came 
to life this year with memorable performances by the Disney character Jake, from Jake and the 
Never Land Pirates.  
 
Kids were also able to enjoy entertainment that comes from closer to home than “the second 
star on the right.” Local Indianapolis entertainers Beth Lucas School of Dance, gospel dance 
troop Praise Him at All Times (P.H.A.T.), young solo artist Garrett Godsey and the children’s 
theater Junior Act Civic One. 
 
With all of the entertainment, children of all ages were also able to experience fun everywhere 
the turned – whether it was meeting the Smurfs or experiencing what it’s like to change a tire on 
a race car a the pit stop challenge area or racing friends in the annual Rookie Run.  
 
One thing is for sure, 30,000 kids, parents and spectators made many lasting memories at this 
2011 Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day and Rookie Run.  
 
In addition, in recognition of the 100th Anniversary Indianapolis 500 Mile Race, the 500 Festival 
provided black and white balloons to children in attendance. The balloons included the 500 
Festival logo, as well as the 2011 theme logo, Miles of Memories. Also, 100 participants of the 
Rookie Run received water bottles with the same branding.  
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