










































If you or a student should accidentally break something, or if you discover 
that an item is missing or arrived broken in your World Cargo Crate, please 
contact the Memphis in May office immediately at (901) 525-4611 ext. 108. 
We will try to replace the item, although most of these items were brought 
from Belgium and may be difficult to replace. 
 

PROPER CARE AND HANDLING OF YOUR  
WORLD CARGO CRATE 

You have just pried the lid off one of Memphis in May’s most exciting, hands-on educational 
tools. Help your students explore Belgium – Memphis in May’s 2011 honored country – by 
studying the historical and everyday items in this crate. 
 
Please keep in mind that dozens of other teachers and thousands of other students will search 
their way through this World Cargo Crate. Just as with textbooks, without proper care the 
contents of this crate can take a beating. Each of the items included in this crate are meant to 
be passed around, held, and studied by your students; but please ask them to take special care 
with every item so that other students can also enjoy and learn from them. 
 
Before you close the lid on your classroom’s cargo exploration, please make sure that all items 
are included so they will be available for the next classroom or school. Please do not keep 
anything that arrived in this crate.  
 
Blue Sky Couriers will pick up the crate first thing next Monday morning unless otherwise 
indicated by Memphis in May when making your reservation. Please make sure the crate is 
returned to your school’s office with all contents intact by the end of the day on Friday. 

As part of Memphis in May’s educational programs, we also provide a Curriculum Guide 
designed to aid you in teaching students about Belgium. The guide includes special chapters for 
all students – levels K-12 – and is free to teachers. You may download your own copy at 
www.memphisinmay.org or call (901) 525-4611 ext. 108.  
 
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee Community Trust is a proud sponsor of Memphis in May and the 
World Cargo Crate. They have provided a guidebook for the traditional Belgian game of “crossage,” or 
“chole,” as an additional resource to encourage active and healthy lifestyles. You are encouraged to 
make copies of the rules to distribute to students in your classroom.  

We hope you and your students enjoy exploring Belgium through the World Cargo Crate and we hope 
you will involve your students in Memphis in May’s Education Competitions to further their learning. 
You can find complete information on the Memphis in May website: 
www.memphisinmay.org/competitions. Thank you, and enjoy your discovery of Belgium! 

Memphis in May Education Program is generously sponsored by Target. 



INTRODUCTION TO BELGIUM 

Boasting a territory roughly the size of the state of Maryland, Belgium has around 
eleven million citizens that live mainly in urban areas. The complexity of its 
progressive government system combines a parliamentary democracy with a 
constitutional monarch. Often called the “Essence of Europe,” Belgium is the 
perfect blend between Old World charm and 21st century charisma. 

The kingdom of Belgium is divided into three regions: the Flemish-speaking 
region of Flanders in the north; the French-speaking region of Wallonia in the 
south, which houses a small German-speaking community; and the capital city of 
Brussels, located near the center of the country. Both the northern and southern 
regions have a distinctive character that corresponds with their respective 
languages. Flanders, a flatland crisscrossed by canals, is known for its elegant 
architecture, art museums, and historical trading cities. Wallonia is graced by a 
beautiful landscape of flowing rivers and the rolling hills of the Ardennes, 
punctuated with cathedrals, castles, and cities rich in industrial heritage. Finally, 
the capital city of Brussels is one of the world's greatest cosmopolitan capitals. It is 
home to the headquarters of the European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), and a center for international trade and finance.  

Belgian culture is a result of the co-existence of tradition and modernity. This 
European country is known for its tapestries, lace, chocolate, beer, festivals, Neo-
Gothic and Art Nouveau styles, and its prominent place in the comic strip world. 
With its rich legacy and vast cultural, historical, geographic, and artistic offerings, 
Belgium will provide your students with uncounted opportunities for discovery.  

So, crack open your World Cargo Crate and take a trip through the world of 
chocolate, diamonds, comic strips, and lace! 

 

 

 



 

Belgian Flag 

The current flag of Belgium was officially adopted in 1831 following the Belgian Revolution 
when Belgium won its independence from the United Kingdom of Netherlands (today known as 
the Netherlands). The flag is composed of three vertical bands of black, yellow, and red. The 
colors originated from the arms of Brabant, a province in the former Low Countries which is 
today Belgium and the Netherlands. The origins of the arms of Brabant date back even further to 
the red lion of Hainautis, Limburg, and Luxembourg; the yellow lion of Brabant; and the black 
lion of Flanders and Namur. 

Previous versions of the flag displayed the three colors in varying orders and sometimes in 
horizontal bands instead of vertical ones. The true national Belgian flag has a more square-like 
shape than most country flags, with a ratio of 13:15, although that is rarely seen. The most 
common representations of the flag have a 2:3 ratio, like the majority of national flags. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Have students measure the dimensions of the flag in this crate. 
What are the measurements? What is the ratio of the sides? Is this one of the true national 
Belgian flags? 

Belgian Postal Stamps 

Just like the United States Postal Service, Belgium has a similar organization called Bpost that is 
responsible for the delivery of national and international mail. It is one of the largest civilian 
employers in the country. 

Belgian postage stamps feature a variety of images that are significant on a national and 
international level. Some things that have been featured on Belgian stamps include historic 
people and places, cities, festivals, comic book characters, animals, and religious images. 

Euros 

From 1832 until 2002, Belgium’s currency was the Belgian franc. In 2002, Belgium switched to 
the euro, which is now the official currency in seventeen countries of the European Union. The 
name of the euro currency was first proposed by a Belgian to the European Commission in 1992. 
The design of the euro sign, €, was created by a Belgian named Alain Billiet. 

All circulating euro coins have a common side, showing the value and a map in the background. 
The other side of the coins is called the national side, showing an image specifically chosen by 
the country that issued the coin. Euro coins from any member state of the European Union may 
be freely used in any nation that has adopted the euro. 

The European Union (EU) is an international institution founded in 1993. It presently has 
twenty-seven member countries, most of which are located on the continent of Europe. Belgium 
plays an especially important role in the organization, since the capital of the EU is located in 
Brussels, the capital of Belgium. Due to its long neutrality throughout history and strategic 



location at the crossroads of Europe, Brussels was chosen as the seat of this international 
organization and many others including NATO, a military alliance. 

Map of Belgium 

Located in northwest Europe, Belgium has a population of over 10.7 million people, most of 
whom live in urban areas like Brussels, Antwerp, Charleroi, Ghent, and Liège. Belgium shares 
borders with France, Germany, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. Its northwest territory lies on 
the North Sea. Belgium has three main geographical regions: the coastal plain in the northwest, 
the central plateau, and the Ardennes uplands in the southeast. 
 
The coastal plain consists mainly of sand dunes while further inland lays a smooth, slowly rising 
landscape with numerous waterways and fertile valleys. The thickly forested hills and plateaus of 
the Ardennes, offering much of Belgium’s wildlife, are rugged and rocky and spotted with caves. 
Belgium has mild winter and cool summer temperatures and significant precipitation throughout 
the year. 

Politically, Belgium is divided into three official regions: the Flemish-speaking region of 
Flanders in the north; the French-speaking region of Wallonia in the south, which houses a small 
German-speaking community; and the capital city of Brussels, located near the center of the 
country. Distinct not only in their spoken languages, but also in their culture and traditions, the 
three official regions of Belgium have their own cultural councils that have authority in matters 
of language and culture. Each region maintains significant political autonomy. 

Common Red Poppy 

The field poppy is an annual plant, meaning it flowers each year. Its seeds are spread by the wind 
and can lie dormant in the ground for a long time. If the ground is disturbed early in the spring, 
the seeds will germinate and the poppy flowers will grow between May and August. 

In 1914, during World War I, Belgium was invaded by Germany as part of the Schlieffen Plan. 
Many of the battles along the Western Front occurred within Belgium and France. Once the 
ground was disturbed by the fighting, the poppy seeds lying in the ground began to germinate 
and grow during the warm weather in the spring and summer months of 1915, 1916, 1917, and 
1918, creating fields of red poppies where the battles had taken place. Today, the red poppy is 
considered an international symbol of remembrance for fallen soldiers, and the national flower of 
Belgium. 

Horticulture, the growing and harvesting of flowers and other significant plants, plays a 
significant role in Belgium’s agriculture economy due to the country’s mild and humid climate. 
Belgium is the world's largest producer of azaleas and begonia and also cultivates flowers such 
as roses, chrysanthemums, freesias, gerberas, bluebells, clivia, and delhaize. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Have students research and analyze the poem In Flanders Fields by 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. The official French translation is titled Au champ d’honneur. 



Belgian Fairy Tale: Fairy of the Poppies 

Enjoy this Belgian fairy tale and its imaginative explanations of the origin and symbolism of the 
common red poppy. 

King Albert II and Queen Paola of Belgium 

The Belgian Constitution, officially adopted in 1831, declares Belgium a constitutional 
parliamentary monarchy. This means that, although Belgium is a stable democracy with a 
modern economy, it also maintains a hereditary constitutional monarchy, having both a king and 
queen. The current monarch is King Albert II. His parents were King Leopold III, born in 
Brussels in 1934, and Queen Astrid, born Princess of Sweden. 

In 1959, the then Prince Albert married Donna Paola Ruffo di Calabria, born of a princely family 
in Italy. Currently, King Albert II and Queen Paola have three children who are princes and 
princess of Belgium: Prince Philippe, Princess Astrid, and Prince Laurent. 

The role of the King of Belgium is rather complex. He does not grant interviews, enter into 
debate with public figures, or discuss politics in public. He does, however, exercise certain 
legislative and executive powers, but only in conjunction with his ministers. 

To the Belgian population, he is regarded most importantly as a symbol of the unity of the nation 
and the moderator of political life. The King and the members of the Royal Family keep in close 
touch with the citizens of Belgium, promoting private and public initiatives that help bring about 
social improvements. The King and the members of the Royal Family represent Belgium abroad 
at the highest levels, participating in state visits, trade missions, and international meetings. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Welcome to the Digital Age! To learn more about the Belgian 
Royal Family, you can read their blog! At www.monarchie.be/en you can learn more about the 
family, the monarchy, and its history. The site is available in English, French, Dutch, or German. 
Print pages for foreign language students and have them translate it, or have students study the 
site in English and write a research paper or do a presentation. 

Genealogy of the Belgian Dynasty  

Trace the family tree of the Belgian Royal Family with the Genealogy of the Belgian Dynasty 
laminate that is included in your crate. 

Napoleon Bonaparte 

Napoleon Bonaparte, known as one of the greatest military commanders in history, was defeated 
in 1815 at Waterloo, a municipality in southern Belgium.   

Napoleon was born on August 15, 1769, in Ajaccio on the Mediterranean island of Corsica. 
When he was fourteen, he won a scholarship to a French military academy. Through his military 
campaigns and astute political maneuvering, he became Napoleon I, Emperor of France, a leader 
whose military conquests threatened the stability of the world. 



In the early 1800s, he engaged every European power in conflict – invading surrounding regions 
and conquering them by force. He instilled a strict government with a vast network of secret 
police and spies who detained anyone expressing disagreement with his policies. Finally, in 
1814, facing a mutiny of his army, he was forced to step down from his position and was exiled 
to the island of Elba. He escaped from the island and led an army toward Brussels in 1815, but 
was conquered by armies from Great Britain and Prussia in the famous Battle of Waterloo on 
June 18, 1815. He was exiled again, this time to the island of Saint Helena where he died in 
1821. 

Despite all of his conflicts and wars waged, Napoleon’s administration did have some positive 
effects. He granted constitutions, introduced new codes of law, abolished feudal systems, created 
efficient governments, and fostered education in regions he conquered. In France, his Code 
Napoleon still forms the basis of French civil law and incorporates some of the freedoms gained 
by the people of France during the French revolution. 

Napoleon's own opinion of his career is best stated in the following quotation: 

“I closed the gulf of anarchy and brought order out of chaos. I rewarded merit regardless of 
birth or wealth, wherever I found it. I abolished feudalism and restored equality to all regardless 
of religion and before the law. I fought the decrepit monarchies of the Old Regime because the 
alternative was the destruction of all this. I purified the Revolution.” 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Have students research the freedoms gained in the French 
Revolution and the Code Napoleon and compare the two. Was any territory that is now Belgium 
affected by Napoleon’s wars and conquests? 

Red Star Line Poster 

This poster is a recreation of an early 1900s promotional poster of the Red Star Line company. 
This American-Belgian shipping company transported more than two million European 
immigrants from Antwerp to New York and other American ports between 1873 and 1934. 
These passengers came from every country, region, and ethnic group in Europe. A large number 
of the passengers were Jewish migrants from Eastern Europe, favoring Red Star Line and its 
Belgian city of Antwerp over other ports, both because it was easy to reach by train and because 
the company actively recruited passengers from Eastern Europe. 

Many Jewish families came from shtetls, small Eastern European towns where all or most of the 
inhabitants were Jewish. They traveled by train to Antwerp, arriving in Central Station, often 
speaking only Yiddish or Hebrew. They would stay in migrant boarding houses, full of hope for 
a new life in America, until they could board the Red Star Line ship that would take them to New 
York City. 

FURTHER READING: “Now, thank God, we already have one foot in America. Next stop: New 
York.” This is what Yuri Suhl’s father said upon their family’s arrival in Antwerp, Belgium. To 
read more about the tremendous hope that drove millions of Eastern European Jews to the New 



World in the late 1800s and early 1900s, read Suhl’s autobiographical novel entitled, One Foot 
in America. 

Sinterklaas 

Sinterklaas, also called Sint Niklaas, is what the Flemish people call Saint Nicholas. Known as 
the patron saint of children and sailors and a friend of the poor, Saint Nicholas was an actual 
person who was a bishop of Myra in present-day Turkey. December 6 is the feast day of Saint 
Nicholas, a day that was traditionally celebrated in parts of Europe by placing money in the 
shoes of the poor.  

Every December 6, Sinterklaas’ birthday, Belgian children await Sinterklaas to come down the 
chimney and leave them small gifts of sweets, chocolates, or marzipan figures. He is an older 
man sporting white hair and a long ceremonial shepherd’s staff with a fancy curled top. He rides 
one a white horse from Spain (a schimmel) and walks on the rooftops dropping gifts for the 
children through the chimney. He is often assisted by many mischievous helpers with black 
faces, dirty from the soot from the chimneys. 

This means that Belgian children await visits from two gift-givers in December – Sinterklaas on 
December 6, and Santa on December 25! 

Atomium 

The Atomium was designed as the main pavilion and cultural icon for the World Fair in 1958 in 
Brussels. The structure represents an iron crystal which is magnified 165 billion times. It is 
composed of nine large spheres connected by twenty tubes and stands 334 feet high. Visitors can 
actually walk inside the Atomium all the way up to the top sphere where they can enjoy a 
spectacular view of the city and its surroundings. Other spheres contain special public areas 
including science exhibitions, gift shops, and restaurants. At night, the nine spheres are 
illuminated with 2,970 twinkling lights. 

The Atomium was intended to last only for the six months of the Expo, but over fifty years later, 
this architectural masterpiece remains one of the world's best-known and most visited buildings. 
It symbolizes the democratic will to maintain peace among all the nations; faith in progress, both 
technical and scientific; and an optimistic vision of the future of a modern, super-technological 
world which provides a better life for mankind. 

CONSIDER THIS: What is the difference between an atom, a molecule, an element, and a 
crystal? Which of these does the Atomium represent? 

Belgian Diamonds 

No, the ones in your crate are not real! 

Belgium is known as the diamond center of the world. The famous Belgian city of Antwerp, 
located in the northern Belgian region of Flanders, is often called the “Diamond Capital of the 
World,” since almost 90% of the world’s raw diamonds are negotiated and distributed in 
Antwerp. 



Diamond has the highest hardness and thermal conductivity values of any bulk material on earth, 
making it popular in machinery – especially in cutting tools. Its radiance and luster, along with 
its strength, make it the most popular gemstone for jewelry. 

Diamonds are made up of carbon atoms, the same material that is in your pencil lead in the form 
of graphite. Diamonds form about one hundred miles below the Earth's surface, in the molten 
rock of the Earth's mantle, which provides the extreme amounts of pressure and heat needed to 
transform carbon into diamond. In order for a diamond to be created, carbon must be placed 
under at least 435,113 pounds of pressure per square inch at a temperature of at least 752 degrees 
Fahrenheit. If conditions drop below either of these two points, graphite will be created. Most 
diamonds seen today were formed millions, if not billions, of years ago. 

Diamond Info Cards 

Learn more about diamond formation and the Four C’s of diamond jewelry! 

 

Le Trahison des Images  (The Treachery of Images ) – by René Magritte 

This poster is a print of a painting titled The Treachery of Images – in French: Le Trahison des 
Images – by Belgian artist René Magritte. 

Magritte is one of the most famous artists from a movement of art called Surrealism, which was 
at its peak during his lifetime. He was born in 1898 in Lessines, Belgium. While working in 
commercial art, he was influenced by orphic cubism, futurism, and the radical new movement of 
surrealism that began shortly after the end of the World War I. By 1925, Magritte was 
concentrating almost entirely on creating surrealist works, including this one. 

Surrealism began as a literary movement and later found its most remembered expression in 
visual arts. Most of the works may seem like psychological states resembling dreams and 
fantasies. Magritte and other surrealist artists, including Salvador Dali, used images that were out 
of place or out of proportion to provoke thought. For example, although this painting displays 
what looks like a pipe, text below the image reads in French, “Ceci n’est pas un pipe,” or “This is 
not a pipe.” Magritte may want the onlooker to ask himself:  

– Is this a pipe?  

– Is it merely an image of a pipe? 

– Is it merely paint and canvas?  

– Is Magritte stating that the sentence is not a pipe, but the image above the    
sentence is?  

– Is Magritte’s question perhaps even more profound than these? 

What do you think? 

“What one must paint is the image of resemblance—if thought is to become visible in the world.”  



—René Magritte  

Belgian Lace 

This is an example of Belgian bobbin lace; it is hand-made by using tools called bobbins. Lace, 
often seen today in decorative doilies and antique-inspired clothing, is a type of decorative 
material that has been around for centuries.  

Since the 1400s, Belgium has been one of the most admired producers of delicate lace. In fact, 
during that time, Charles V decreed that lace making was to be taught in all schools and convents 
of Belgium. By the 1700s, lace making in Belgium had reached its peak with the cities of Bruges 
and Brussels at the center of the trade. The most popular use for lace during this period was on 
fashionable clothing; lace could be removed from one garment and placed on another, unlike 
embroidery, which was previously in vogue. 

Eventually, machines were invented that could create lace faster and more efficiently than lace-
makers could by hand, almost ending the handmade lace trade. However, lace making is still a 
popular hobby in some parts of Europe and the rest of the world, and tourists in Belgium create a 
market for the product. Today, the lace-making industry employs only about one thousand 
people in the country, most of whom are women between the ages of 50 and 90. 

CONSIDER THIS: Do you think that the knowledge and art of lace-making will disappear one 
day with these women? 

Belgian Lace Bobbins 

There are various categories of lace: duchess lace, rosepoint lace, princess lace, Renaissance 
lace, and bobbin lace. The Belgian city of Brussels is known for its exceptional Renaissance lace, 
which is made using needles. The city of Bruges is famous for its exquisite bobbin lace, which is 
created utilizing – you guessed it – bobbins! 
 
Bobbin lace is a textile made by braiding and twisting various lengths of thread. For easier 
handling, the thread is first wound on bobbins and then interchanged with each other in a 
particular sequence, to create a pattern in the lace. As the work progresses, the weaving is held in 
place with pins, often set in a pillow. The lace-maker’s hands quickly move back and forth 
between bobbins and pins, in a machine-like formula that eventually results in a beautiful design 
like the one in your crate. 
 
LEARN MORE: To see a video of bobbin-weaving, type “bobbin lace” into the Search Bar on 
YouTube. Some of these ladies can really move their bobbins! 
 
 
Saxophone 

The saxophone is an instrument invented by the Belgian Adolphe Sax in 1841. Sax was a 
musician and instrument maker who wanted to create an instrument that would both be the most 



powerful and vocal of the woodwinds and the most adaptive of the brass – filling the then vacant 
middle ground between the two sections.  

Adolphe began to make his own instruments at an early age, entering two of his flutes and a 
clarinet into a competition at the age of 15. In 1841, Sax began work on a new set of instruments 
that were valved bugles. Although he had not invented the bugle, his examples were so much 
more successful than those of his rivals that they became known as saxhorns. These instruments 
paved the path to the creation of the flugelhorn and the euphonium, and are still used today in 
concert bands and some orchestras. Saxhorn instruments spread rapidly throughout the world; its 
valves were accepted as state of the art and are still largely unchanged today. Around 1840 or 
1841, Sax developed the instrument for which he is now best known, the saxophone, for use in 
both orchestras and concert bands. 

In Belgium today, music education is very popular and supported by the government. Brussels, 
the capital of Belgium, hosts the Queen Elizabeth of Belgium International Music Contest each 
year. It is one of the greatest musical contests in the world. You can learn more about this 
esteemed event online at www.cmireb.be 

Saxophone Reeds 

The saxophone falls into the musical instrument family called “woodwinds.” This may seem odd 
to new musicians since the majority of the saxophone is not made of wood, but brass. However, 
the sound that the saxophone produces is actually made by a small piece of wood, known as a 
reed. Air from the player is blown onto the thin-edged reed and the vibration in the reed is what 
produces an audible tone or sound. 

The pitch, or notes, of the sound produced by the vibration in the reed can be controlled by 
opening and closing the holes on the saxophone in particular patterns. The range of notes a 
saxophone can produce depends on the type of saxophone, as there are various shapes and sizes. 
The most common saxophone is known as the alto saxophone, followed in popularity by the 
tenor saxophone. Other types include the soprano, baritone, bass, soprillo, and sopranino. 

Other instruments in the woodwind family include clarinets, flutes, oboes, bassoons, and 
piccolos. Although the family is called woodwinds, the instruments in this group are made of 
many different materials including silver, brass, gold, plastic, and wood. The woodwind family 
has been said to be the character of the ensemble, producing a wide range of tone qualities.  

Chole Booklet 

Chole, also known as crossage, is a game traditionally played in southern Belgium and believed 
to have originated in France. It is a precursor of the game of golf, though the rules are slightly 
different. The game is played with a wooden stick, similar to a hockey stick or golf club, and a 
wooden ball. The location is traditionally an open field or up and down city streets – depending 
on the version of the game. The players take turns hitting the ball in different directions, with one 
player attempting to reach the target, or party, and the other attempting to keep this player from 
reaching his goal. 

In some Belgian cities, chole is organized and played on traditional feast days or holidays. 



PLAY CHOLE WITH YOUR CLASS! Read the included chole history and rules booklet and 
learn how to play chole with your students. With a few substitutions, everyone can enjoy this 
traditional Belgian game. Use a foam, wiffle, or comparable ball, and a hockey stick. Take this 
game to the gym, field or – if you’re brave and your principal approves – to the school hallways. 
Have fun! 

Marionette Puppet 

In Belgium, puppetry is considered a respected form of art and theater that has existed in various 
forms all around the world for thousands of years. 

The art of manipulating puppets, or puppetry, is believed to have its beginnings in religious and 
magic rites. There is evidence that puppets were used in ancient India, Egypt, Greece, and Rome 
in religious rituals and to portray fables and stories. The practice of puppetry gradually spread 
from the temples and areas of worship to become popular entertainment. Today, puppetry has 
become a folk art – often full of drama, swordplay, and comedy. For a long time in many places, 
puppetry was the only dramatic expression of the common people and was often censored for 
disrespect of the ruling classes.  

When we think of puppets in America, we often think of small hand puppets or marionette 
puppets on strings, such as the one in your World Cargo Crate. However, there is a whole world 
of puppet varieties, including shadow puppetry, traditionally popular in Eastern Asia, and giant 
puppetry, still popular in Belgium and other parts of Europe.  

Giant puppets are often built on thin wooden frames and covered with costumes made of cloth. 
They are made life-like with sculpted heads and hands and are sometimes so large that they must 
be operated by a crane! They can still be seen around Belgium during religious or secular 
parades or celebrations, and many are linked to Belgian folklore. 

SEE A GIANT PUPPET SHOW! Show students YouTube videos of the performance of the 
giant puppet show, The Sultan’s Elephant, performed around the world during 2006-2007 – 
including a performances in Antwerp, Belgium, in July of 2006. This breath-taking form of 
theatre is almost unbelievable in its brilliant creativity and magnitude. Recordings of the 
performances are all over the internet, but an especially excellent video of The Little Girl Giant 
character from the performance can be found on YouTube by searching “The Little Girl Giant.” 
The elephant character can be found by searching “The Sultan’s Elephant.”  

CONSIDER THIS: How many people does it take to put on a performance like this? What 
different types of performers or artists are involved (think of puppeteers, costume designers, 
musicians, story writers, directors, engineers, mechanics, construction workers, city planners, 
event coordinators, etc.). You can direct students to the website of the Royal de Luxe theatre 
company, the creators of shows with giant, fantastic puppets that travel around the world. 
 
Belgian Chocolates/Pralines 
 
Belgium produces about 172,000 tons of chocolate each year in over 2,130 chocolate shops. The 
world’s biggest chocolate selling point is not a Hershey’s store or a candy shop, but Brussels 
National Airport. 



A Belgian, Jean Neuhaus, is thought to have invented the first filled chocolate, which he named a 
“praline,” and his wife is said to have invented the praline box, or ballotin. Today, Belgian 
chocolates can be found throughout the world and are filled with everything from nuts, to mocha, 
to chocolate, to caramel. There are artistic pastry shops that create chocolates filled with 
anything from sun-dried tomatoes to oyster juice and cream! 

The chocolates in your World Cargo Crate are made by one of the most respected Belgian 
chocolate companies, Guylian. Guylian was the first brand to introduce filled chocolates in the 
shape of seashells, which are now sold in over one hundred countries around the world. 

Marzipan and Marzipan Fruits 

Marzipan is a type of dessert or pastry paste made from almond meal and sugar. It is often 
fashioned into various shapes – most commonly fruits – and eaten as a snack or as a dessert after 
a meal. During Christmas time, while many Americans are cooking traditional chocolate chip 
cookies, many Belgian children are receiving gifts of marzipan fruits to munch on. Sometimes, 
when Saint Nicholas, or Sinterklaas, comes on December 6, he brings marzipan fruits to Belgian 
children. 

Mussels 

A mussel is a type of sea clam that has an oblong or oval-shaped shell. It is a type of bivalve, a 
class of mollusks whose members have a shell with two halves that are mirror images of each 
other. The halves are joined together on one end by a flexible ligament called a hinge. 

In Belgium, mussels are one of the most common traditional foods. A lunch of mussels served 
with French fries (moules frites) and mayonnaise is considered by some to be the national dish. 
Often, the mussels are served in a large steaming pot of broth with the frites and mayo on the 
side or in a paper cone. 

While the portion of mussels served may seem rather large, it is surprising how quickly they 
disappear from the pot. The trick to eating mussels like the Belgians is to use a discarded shell as 
a spoon to scoop up the plump little delicacies and flavorful juices. 

The Story of Napoleon 

This book is a thrilling account of Napoleon's rise to power, from his humble beginnings on the 
island of Corsica to become emperor over half of Europe. The book focuses on his military 
exploits, including his victories in battle after battle, followed by his exile to the island of Elba, 
his subsequent return to lead the disastrous Russian campaign, his final loss at Waterloo, and his 
last days on the lonely island of St. Helena. 

Belgian Comic Book Art  

With more than seven hundred comic strip authors, Belgium has more comic strip artists per 
square mile than any other country in the world. It is here that the comic strip has grown from a 
popular medium into an art in its own right. No people in the world have such a deep love and 
appreciation for comics as the Belgians. 



Belgium is home to the creators of some of the world’s best-known comic strip heroes, including 
Tintin, Spirou, Bob and Bobette, the Smurfs, Lucky Luke, and more. Belgium even has its own 
Comic Strip Center – a museum that is now one of Brussels’ major tourist draws.  

Have fun exploring some of this comic strip magic in your World Cargo Crate! 

Smurfs Comic 

Almost any American kid will know the Smurfs, the tiny blue people (only as tall as three 
apples) who were first created in 1958 in Belgium. They made their first appearance in a story of 
Johan & Peewit in Belgium’s most famous comic strip journal, Le Journal de Spirou. Reacting 
to their popularity, their artist, Pierre Culliford, known as Peyo, featured them in their own comic 
strip. 

The Smurfs have grown exponentially since their first appearance as secondary characters, later 
starring in animated series showing in about thirty countries. They are also featured in books, 
toys, stuffed animals, and even in academic activity books – all of which are among the most 
popular in the world. The TV series is regularly re-issued as video collections in dozens of 
languages, on CD-i, and in storybook form. The Smurfs even have a full-length feature film 
ready to be released this year – quite a big accomplishment for such little people! 

Smurfs 

The Smurfs in your crate are working hard on a movie set in honor of the upcoming debut of 
their new full-length film, The Smurfs Movie, currently scheduled to be released* in August of 
2011. It will feature live actors, combined with CGI animation of the Smurf characters. Some of 
the Smurfs’ voices will be played by famous actors and artists, including George Lopez 
(Grouchy Smurf) and Katy Perry (Smurfette). 

Here is the synopsis of the movie: 

“When the evil wizard Gargamel chases the tiny blue Smurfs out of their village, they tumble 
from their magical world and into ours – in fact, smack dab in the middle of Central Park. Just 
three apples high and stuck in the Big Apple, the Smurfs must find a way to get back to their 
village before Gargamel tracks them down….” 

Wish them luck! 

*[as of December, 2010] 

Lucky Luke 

Both a tribute to the mythic Old West and an affectionate parody, the Lucky Luke comics were 
created by the Belgian artist Morris in 1946. The first Lucky Luke adventure, named Arizona 
1880, appeared in the comic strip journal Le Journal de Spirou on December 7, 1946.  After 
several years of solitary work on the strip, Morris began collaboration with René Goscinny, who 
became the series' writer for a period that is considered the golden age of the series. 



Set in the American Old West, it stars the titular character, Lucky Luke, a cowboy known to 
shoot faster than his shadow. The comics have been translated into twenty-three languages, four 
animated films, two animated TV series, and video games for the PC, Nintendo Wii, and the 
iPhone. 

Lucky Luke is a poor, lonesome cowboy a long way from home. Or so he sings at the end of 
every comic album – as he rides towards the setting sun. Naturally, he is also the fastest gunman 
in the West, drawing faster than his own shadow. He rides a talking horse, aptly named Jolly 
Jumper. There is some debate among the fans whether Jolly Jumper actually can speak or 
whether the creators of "Lucky Luke" have simply translated his whinnying!  Another curious 
character is Rantamplan, "the stupidest dog in the West," who always gets Lucky Luke into 
trouble. 
 
Tintin Comics 

The Adventures of Tintin is a series of comic strips created by Belgian artist Hergé, the pen name 
of Georges Remi. The series first appeared in French, Les Aventures de Tintin, in Le Petit 
Vingtieme on January 10, 1929. Set in a world closely mirroring our own, Herge's Tintin series 
continues today to be a favorite of readers and critics. 
 
The hero of the series is Tintin, a young Belgian reporter. He is aided in his adventures from the 
beginning by his faithful fox terrier dog Snowy – whose name is Milou in French. The series is 
one of the most popular European comics of the 20th century, with translations published in over 
fifty languages.  More than 200 million copies of the books have been sold to date. Engaging, 
well-researched plots straddle a variety of genres, including swashbuckling adventures with 
elements of fantasy, mysteries, political thrillers, and science fiction. The stories within the 
Tintin series always feature slapstick humor, accompanied in later albums by sophisticated satire 
and political and cultural commentary. Tintin has had his own radio series, theatre stage plays, 
art exhibitions, postage stamps, commemorative coins, and television series. He also has an 
upcoming feature film! 
 
DID YOU KNOW? One of the Tintin comics in your World Cargo Crate, Tintin in the Land of 
the Soviets, is the very first Tintin comic book, published in 1930. This year, Tintin will appear 
in a full-length feature film directed by Steven Spielberg called The Adventures of Tintin: Secret 
of the Unicorn. 

Tintin and Snowy 

TinTin, the international boy reporter, and his dog Snowy are perhaps the most famous Belgian 
comics ever – as recognizable to Europeans as Mickey Mouse is in the U.S. The characters were 
created in Brussels by artist Georges Remi. Remi is better known as Hergé, a pen-name he 
created by using his initials in reverse; R.G. in French is pronounced “err-jzay,” or Hergé. Most 
of the inspiration for his early cartoons came from the time he spent travelling around Europe 
with the Belgian boy scouts. 

Did you know that Tintin’s dog Snowy doesn’t like parrots?! 



Tintin’s faithful terrier Snowy meets parrots early in the series. In Tintin in the Congo, Snowy 
encounters a parrot and exclaims, “A parrot! ... Nothing but a stupid parrot!” Why doesn't Snowy 
like parrots? According to some veterinarians, parrots’ brightly-colored feathers drive dogs wild. 
However, in The Castafiore Emerald, Snowy gives his own reason for his hatred of the birds … 
“I can't stand animals who talk!” 

Belgian Children’s Songs and Games 

Just like American children have traditional games that they play (such as Red Rover) and songs 
that they sing (like Twinkle Twinkle, Little Star), children in other countries around the world 
have their own songs and games. Here are some that are known and played by Belgian children – 
in Dutch from Flanders, and in French from Wallonia. 

French and Dutch Tongue Twisters 

Have you ever tried to talk about Peter Piper? Or woodchucks? Try out these tongue twisters that 
Belgian students attempt, in both French and Dutch! 

Carnival of Binche – Create a Gilles Mask Activity 
 
Known throughout the world for its countless colorful festivals, Belgium considers the Carnival 
at Binche one of its most famous. Steeped in tradition, the carnival dates as far back as the 
1300s, though many historians believe that it existed long before that. Celebrated in late 
February or early March, the carnival takes place in Binche, a town of around 3,000 people 
located in southern Belgium in a region known as Wallonia. Though the main celebrations occur 
the Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (which is the beginning of Lent), the 
first events filled with music and dancing begin six weeks earlier. They continue each week 
leading up to the carnival with certain traditions taking place on specific days every year. 

The stars of the Carnival of Binche are the Gilles, costumed men who parade around the town on 
Shrove Tuesday – a day we traditionally know as Mardis Gras. Shrove Tuesday is the 
culmination of the festival, and the Gilles celebrate and entertain the townspeople all day long. 
Dressed in customary embroidered shirts and pants, wooden clogs, and wax masks with green 
spectacles, the Gilles lead the entire city in a celebration of music and dance. In the afternoon, 
the Gilles, who range from toddlers to old men, don looming ostrich feathered hats and carry 
baskets of oranges, marching through town and throwing the oranges to – and sometimes at! –  
the eager crowd. 

Today, though the origins of this vibrant festival are essentially lost, it is one of the most popular 
carnivals in the world. As one of Europe’s oldest surviving street carnivals, the Carnival of 
Binche was recently honored by being listed on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. 

Create a Gilles mask! Create your own Gilles mask with this activity taken from this year’s 2011 
Memphis in May Belgium Curriculum Guide. 

Recipe Cards 



Located on the North Sea, Belgium has many fine dishes infused with a fresh selection of 
seafood. The country is also famous for its patisseries (called “bakeries”), selections of cheeses, 
assortments of beers, and world-famous Belgian waffles and chocolates. 

Belgian cuisine is considered exceptional, not only in taste, but in quality, whether it is a fine 
sandwich or a multi-course meal. Top chefs and fine dining restaurants throughout the country 
feature creative versions of regional specialties made with the freshest ingredients. Specialties 
include moules-frites, featuring steaming plates of mussels served with fries; the hearty 
carbonnades flamandes casserole; waterzooi stew; and flamiche aux poireaux, a tart made with 
leeks and goat cheese. 

Postcards 

ACTIVITY: Have students research these famous sites in Belgium and do a presentation for the 
class! 

Postcards include the Grand Place, the statue of Salvus Brabo, the Atomium, the Royal 
Botanical Garden, the Kortrijk Bridge, the flower carpet at the Grand Place, the statue of 
Charles of Lorraine, and the cities of Spa, Liège, Ghent, and Bruges. 

2011 Memphis in May Belgium Curriculum Guide 

Each year, the Festival researches the culture, history, and people of the festival’s honored 
country to develop a comprehensive curriculum guide for use by elementary, middle, and high 
school teachers.  

The guide is divided into grade divisions and offers teachers stand-alone activities to incorporate 
into their daily curriculum, including educational standards from English, Language Arts, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Health & Wellness, and others. With this extraordinary tool, 
teachers are able to immerse their students in the culture of our honored country.   

GET YOUR OWN CURRICULUM GUIDE! Make copies of this guide for your classroom or 
download a free digital copy of the entire guide at memphisinmay.org/curriculumguide 
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