
City of Santa Clarita 
Literacy and Arts Festival 

 
Overview 

 
Background 
 The City of Santa Clarita and the Santa Clarita Valley Education Foundation 
partner together to present the Santa Clarita’s Literacy and Arts Festival in December.  
This community wide event brings together the five local school districts from 
superintendants, principals, teachers, parents, and students.  In addition to a variety of 
community, businesses and individuals come to support the festival to promote the arts and 
literacy in education.   
 
Objective 

• Through entertainment, activities and education we will demonstrate the value of 
literacy and the exploration of the arts. 

 
Target Audience 

• Students (grades K-12) and Parents 
 
Duration 
Fourth year 
 
Attendance 

• 1500 participants 
• 20 vendors 

 
 
Budget 
 

Elements Budget 
Activities $3,500 
Entertainment $2,000 
Marketing $3,000 
Equipment Rental $1,500 
Totals $10,000 

 
 



Supporting Questions 
Best Children’s Programming 

 
 
a. What activities and entertainment were provided? 
 The Literacy and Arts Festival featured a storytelling village, which contained four 
themed tents decorated in various genres, where authors and storytellers read to students.  
Festivalgoer’s are also able to ‘Read a Painting,’ which uses art pieces to develop critical 
thinking, communication, and literacy skills.  Other activities included; science games, 
large painted blocks, ice sculptures, rock balancing, gigantic coloring puzzle, and dressing 
up like a book character.  Students are also able to be a journalist for the day, where they 
interview participants at the event and are published in the local newspaper. 
 The free event is a full day of entertainment, with musical acts, dance 
performances, poetry reading, puppet shows, and theatre performances.  The education and 
art activities encourage, promote and expose the importance of literacy and the performing 
arts to people of all ages. 
 
 
b. What was the main target age group? 
 The main target age group for the Literacy and Arts Festival is kindergarten to sixth 
grade.  Craft activities and story telling books are programmed towards this young 
demographic.  The art and writing contests are intended for kindergarten to twelfth grade.   
 ***Attached contest forms 
 
 
c. Was there any involvement from local schools? 
 Five local school districts either participated in the contests or performed at the 
event.  Schools were able to have their students be involved in the art or writing contest, 
where the student is awarded a trophy.  Other schools participated at the event, providing 
entertainment through their theatre, choir, band, science, or art clubs.   
 
 
d. What makes the program unique and creative? 
 Reading and the arts are both fundamental parts of a student’s success in school 
and later in life. A number of studies show that children who are strong readers and have 
the arts in their lives score higher on tests. They do better socially and educationally, yet in 
the harsh reality of limited time and funding, the inclusion of strong reading and arts 
programs in every student’s education is often relegated to a distant wish rather than an 
exciting reality. Literacy remains a major problem in the United States. A 2005 National 
Assessment of Adult Literacy found that of the approximately 222 million adults aged 16 
or older living in this country, up to 93 million lack sufficient literacy skills at the level 
needed to enroll in a postsecondary education or job training that the majority of existing 
and future jobs require. In California, 46 percent of fourth graders scored below basic level 
for reading according to the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
We tie Arizona for the third highest percentage in the country.  



 While we recognize that these are issues that cannot be solved in one day, the Santa 
Clarita Valley Literacy and Arts Festival helps promote literacy and the arts and 
encourages children and families to further explore these important elements of a well-
rounded education. Whether it is the magical notes of live music, an author reciting the 
written word or actors enthusiastically bringing a story to life, the festival provides dozens 
of opportunities for students and their families to experience the delights and knowledge 
that reading and the arts offer. Sometimes all it takes is one author, musician or actor to 
ignite that spark in a child’s imagination or create a thirst to read more. Nurtured, it is 
something that can grow and make a difference in a child’s education and what they do to 
contribute to society, as they get older.  
 
 
 



Saturday, December 4
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Newhall Park

Presented by    SCV Education Foundation and the City of Santa Clarita

Sponsored by  

Join us for a day of entertainment and fun-filled activities 
surrounding the excitement of reading and the joy of the visual and performing arts!

Join us for a day of entertainment and fun-filled activities 
surrounding the excitement of reading and the joy of the visual and performing arts!
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Program Schedule

Book Swap! 
Finished a good book? 

Kids from pre-school though 
12th grade can bring up to three  

gently used books to swap  
for books you haven’t read. 

Story Village
Special guests including popular 
authors read their favorite books 
in this unique and fun setting. 
For your pleasure, sci-fi, fantasy, 
adventure, humor, poetry and 
all time favorite books are being 
recited all day.

Thank You!
To all our wonderful readers. 

To the Lit Fest committee 
members and volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to make this 
event successful. A special 
thanks to Sandy Leito, Carol 
Maglione, Renee Marshall, 
Caitlin Morris, Lisa Bloom, John 
Fossa, Joan Lucid, Janet Squires, 
Pam Ripling, Andrew Bogilitz & 
Friends, Michael ‘O’ Owsten, Jeff 
& Jackie MacDougall, Virginia 
Landis-Stewart, Vicki Kennedy, 
Fidel Garcia, Laura Luxmore, 
Priscilla Nielson, Liz Bastaini, 
Linda Hitsman, Michael Powell, 
COC’s TEACH Club, Lydia Bauer, 
Visions in Progress, Braddon 
Mendelson, T Katz, Carole Cliffe, 
Manak Khamvonga, Dr. John De 
Lemos, Karla De Lemos, Carrie 
Garcia,  Katherine Squires, 
Melissa Chemberlen, Placerita 
Jr. High Drama, Leona Cox 
Chorus, Once Upon an Opera, 
Newhall School District, Saugus 
School District, Sulphur Springs 
School District, Wm S. Hart 
School District, Castaic School 
District, and the City of Santa 
Clarita.

Stage Shows
 10:00 Leona Cox Chorus sings their favorite songs

 10:30 “Into The Woods, Jr.” Grimm’s Fairy Tales with twists  
and bends! Placerita Jr. High Drama Club 

 11:00 “Three Piggy Opera” What happens after the wolf  
blows down the pigs’ houses? Once Upon an Opera 

 11:30 Songwriting and Songs Jeff MacDougall leads the 
audience in creating a song and then performs  
songs from  “Stand Up”, his new CD. 

 12:30 “Three Billy Goats Gruff—The Musical”  
Local teacher Andrew Bogilitz and friends  
present their version of this classic tale. 

 1:15 “The Kid Who Cried Wolf” The story of Bo,  
who lost the sheep and then got them back.

 2:00 Writing & Art contest awards ceremony 

 2:30 Can Un Drum A percussive conundrum!  

Featured Attractions
The ARTree Great Shoe Hunt

Giant Jigsaw Puzzle

The Art of Rock Balancing

Ice Sculptures

Read a Painting

Oobleck

Giant Art Blocks

And much more!

Dress as your favorite book 
character and you may be 
surprised with a prize!

Win a Yamaha PSR-E323 keyboard!
With its many features this keyboard is great  

for the beginner and advanced player. 
Enter to win at the SCV Education Foundation booth.

SCV Education Foundation 
would like to thank our partners 
in education.
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Who is The Santa Clarita Valley Education Foundation?

2010 Participants

Adventures in Artbox Alley
Arroyo Seco Jr. High

Arroyo/LaMesa
Bob Hernandez
Boders Books

Book Bound Publishing
CanUnDrum

Castaic School District
Castaic Water Agency
City of Santa Clarita
COC TEACH Club

County of Los Angels Public Library
Eclectics824
Fiesta Grill

Gotta Have Chocolate Now
HIS Carnival Snacks

Huntington Learning Center
Ice King Creations

Ice Station
Jeff MacDougall

KATI Books

LaMesa Jr. High
Leona Cox

Manak Khamvonga
Michael Powell Drawing

Newhall Elementary School
Newhall School District
Once Upon An Opera

Phoenix Trading
Placerita Jr. High

Santa Clarita Performing Arts Center
Santa Clarita School of  

Performing Arts
Santa Clarita Valley PTA

Sausage King
SCV Education Foundation

SCV Tutors
Sequia Charter School

Sopon Jewelry
The ARTree Community Arts Center

The Signal
Valencia High

The Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce 
created an Education Committee in 1984 to 
develop partnerships between local business 

and public schools. Through the hard work of 
this committee, many programs and events were 
established and continue to flourish. In order to focus 
solely on education and to be eligible for foundation 

grants and more corporate support, the Chamber and the Education 
Committee decided to form a foundation. In November 1995, the Chamber 
Education qualified as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable foundation.  
Our programs and events are as follows:

Student Enrichment Award for Teachers Program   Each year the SCV 
Education Foundation awards tens of thousands of dollars in materials to 
local schools, paving the way for new programs and adding support for 
existing programs in science, technology, literature, art, music, and other 
areas that enhance the educational experience for students and teachers. 
Since its inception in 1998, the Foundation has 
given over $500,000 for materials used in the 
classroom, schools, and district wide.

Scholarship Program   Since 1998, 
this program awards scholarships 
to graduating seniors who 
aspire to go into the 
educational field. We have 
a commitment of $10,000 
through 2013 from a 
private foundation for 
scholarships.  

Teacher Tribute   
For providing 
outstanding 
classroom 

instruction and leadership in their schools, we honor one teacher from 
each school in the five school districts in Santa Clarita Valley. In 2010 we 
celebrated the 26th year of this event.

Principal for a Day   Since 1981, businesses, community leaders, and 
individuals who participate in this program find out firsthand what it is 
like to run a public school by being paired with school administrators and 
becoming “Principal For a Day.” Designed to foster a better understanding 
of the challenges facing educators, the program has proved to be a 
valuable link between educators and business people. 2010 saw the highest 
participation in the event’s history. 

Santa Clarita’s Literacy and Arts Festival   In partnership with the City 
of Santa Clarita, this is a day of entertainment, education, and activities 
to encourage, promote, and expose the importance of literacy and the 
performing arts to people of all ages. 

Read With Me!   Begun in the fall of 2008, this program was designed to 
improve students’ reading and comprehension 
skills. Volunteers work either one-on-one or in 

small groups with students in low-income 
schools in the same class for the du-

ration of the school year. 
Volunteers are recruited 

through the SCV Senior 
Center, the College of 

the Canyons Student 
Resource Center and 

TEACH Club, and 
from the communi-

ty in general. This 
fall we expanded 

into six schools 
with over sixty 

volunteers.
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Santa Clarita’s Literacy 
& Arts Festival and 
The Signal are looking 

for aspiring journalists who 
are ready to report and write 
news stories about the events, 
programs, and people at the 
Santa Clarita’s Literacy & Arts 
Festival.

Arrive anytime between 10:00 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to pick up your 
assignments from professional 
journalist Tammy Marashlian 
at The Signal newspaper booth. 
Once you have your press pass 
and assignment, you will be sent 

to capture the news by doing 
interviews with people at the 
festival.

After you have the who, what, 
where, when, why, and how, 
journalists can write their reports 
on site or at home and e-mail 
them to jwalker@the-signal.com. 
Remember to put “Reporter 
for a Day” in the subject field 
or it won’t be considered for 
publication. The stories will be 
read by The Signal’s editors and 
the best will be published in The 
Signal’s weekly Zone for Kids 
section.

~ BE A JOURNALIST FOR A DAY! ~

What’s News? You tell us. 

Journalism was so important to 
the founders of this nation that 
they guaranteed freedom of the 

press in the First Amendment to the 
Constitution in 1791. Since before 
the United States was established, 
newspapers served as the watchdog 
of society, protecting the rights 
of the individual from abuse by 
government or others.

A journalist’s job
Journalists are people who work 
for newspapers, magazines, radio 
or TV news stations, or websites. 
Journalists who go out to events 
and report what is happening are 
called “reporters.” Their job is to 
let people know what is going 
on in government and in society. 
They can make their reports 
by writing them, broadcasting 
them, photographing them, or 
videotaping them. The reports are 

then delivered to the public by 
print, TV, radio, or the Internet.

A reporter’s beats
Reporters are often responsible for 
“beats.” That means certain areas of 
government or society are divided 
up, with reporters specializing in 
those areas. Some beats at The 
Signal are city government, county 
government, crime, courts, and 
schools.

Getting the message out
Besides reporters, some journalists 
are called “editors.” They get the 
reports ready to be delivered to 
the public. That may mean reading 
stories, designing newspaper or 
magazine pages, choosing pictures, 

editing videotape, or writing 
messages to be read by TV or radio 
broadcasters.

A public forum
Still other journalists have the job 
of providing a “public forum.” This 
means they deliver messages from 
the public to other members of the 
public. Some examples of public 
forums can be found in letters 
to the editor or columns written 
by members of the public. And 
some journalists deliver messages 
about how to make things better 
in government or society. These 
messages are called “editorials.”

The “Fourth Estate”
Sometimes, the companies 
journalists work for are called 
“the Fourth Estate.” That means 
those companies are an unofficial 

fourth branch of our government. 
The official three branches are the 
legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches. “The Fourth Estate” is 
charged with keeping a watch on 
the other branches of government 
to ensure the interests of the public 
are being served.

A very important job
Journalists believe their job is a very 
important one. Like doctors and 
other professionals, responsible 
journalists have a code of ethics 
that guides their behavior. When 
journalists act outside that code of 
ethics, they are usually fired.

In the public interest
Journalism has changed a lot in the 
last 60 years. Television changed 
the way many people receive their 
news. Then the Internet changed 
the means of delivering news even 
more. But the purpose remains the 
same: to act in the public interest 
and to keep the public informed.

Impacts of Journalism
by Lila Littlejohn

Journalists keep the public informed. How would you report the 
story of Santa Clarita’s Literacy & Arts Festival?
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Sharing books at home is 
where a love of reading 
and the spoken and written 

word begins. Reading aloud with 
your children encourages them to 
look forward to the time when they 
can read the books on their own. 
Hearing stories read aloud builds 
vocabulary and develops an ear 
for language. It is a special moment 
with a parent or other family 
member and best of all...it’s FUN! 
The simple fact is there is no short 
cut to becoming a good reader. Like 
any other skill, it takes practice — 
the more you read, the better you’ll 
read.

With toddlers:
•	Be	prepared	to	read	the	same	

story many times.
•	Ask	questions	about	the	pictures:	

“What’s that?” Where’s the...?” 
•	Let	the	child	turn	pages,	make	

sounds, or repeat rhymes and 
phrases.

With preschoolers:
•	Young	readers	memorize	books	

they’ve heard repeatedly and 
enjoy “telling” them back to 
parents.

•	Discuss	what?,	how?,	and	why?	
things are happening in the story.

•	Encourage	the	child	to	use	the	
pictures to predict what will 
happen next.

Elementary School Children:
•	Talk	about	how	the	current	book	

is similar and/or different from 
books read in the past.

•	As	you	make	the	transition	from	
picture books to chapter books, 
begin stopping the story at a 
suspenseful moment to set the 
stage for the next reading session.

•	Have	older	children	share	
their favorite books with you.  
Discussions about literature help 
your student organize and express 
their views as a reader.

Three Keys to Reading Success

Provide reading materials.  
Children with access to lots of 
reading material read better than 
children with limited materials.  

Tempt reluctant readers with 
books related to favorite sports, 
hobbies or other interests such as 
movies. 

Model Reading.  A book is perfect 
while waiting for appointments or 
picking up children at school.  Read 
aloud some funny or interesting 
parts of your favorite book.

Janet Squires is an award-winning 
children’s author and Library Media 
Specialist. For more information, 
read her blog: All About the Books 
with Janet Squires  
http://janetsquires.blogspot.com/

1st Grade
Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish
Goodnight Moon  
by Margaret Wise Brown
If	You	Give	A	Mouse	A	Cookie  
by Laura Joffe Numeroff

2nd Grade
I Will Never Not Ever Eat A Tomato 
by Lauren Child
The Perfect Nest  
by Catherine Friend
Stanley’s Wild Ride by Linda Bailey

3rd Grade
Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day  
by Judith Viorst
Bat’s at the Beach by Brian Lies
Dex: The Heart of a Hero  
by Caralyn Buehner

4th Grade
The Polar Express  
by Chris Van Allsburg
Stellaluna by Janell Cannon
Where the Wild Things Are  
by Maurice Sendak

Beginning Chapter Books
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown
Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel
Junie B. Jones by Barbara Par

Short Chapter Books 
Adventures of the Bailey School 
Kids (Series) by Debbie Dadey
Any of the Fairy Books  
by Daisy Meadows
The Magic Tree House (Series)  
by Mary Pope Osborne

Novels
Any of the Fudge books (beginning 
with Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing) by Judy Blume
Ramona the Pest, etc.   
by Beverly Cleary 
James and the Giant Peach, 
Matilda, etc. by Roald Dahl 
Babe and Me (or any of the baseball 
card adventures) by Dan Gutman
Charlotte’s Web, Stuart Little, etc.  
by E.B. White 

Favorite Books
H ere are some books that are fun to read aloud. Many of 

these authors have written other books, so this is a chance 
to expand your reading horizons. 

CHAPTER BookS

The books in the three sections below are longer and can be read over 
several sessions.

PICTuRE BookS

These picture books are sorted by grade level, but we encourage you 
to present them to children of various reading levels.

It’s All About the Books
by Janet Squires



Writing Contest Winners
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First Place Poetry   
4-6th Grade  
Oak Hills Elementary

“Imagine the Future”

by Maya Marien

Imagine
Santa Clarita in 2070
Treating each other respectfully
No fighting no bullying just everyone 
happy
Peaceful…what a sight.
Imagine
Santa Clarita in 2070
Earth a cleaner place
Grass green as ever
No pollution just clean fresh air
Smiles on peoples faces…
I hope.
Imagine
Santa Clarita in 2070
Schools open for 24 hours
You	can	come	at	any	time
Touch screen desks no paper
Massaging chairs that would help you 
concentrate
Having a complementary lunch 
coming right to you
Imagine
Earth a better place green as ever
Imagine

First Place Poetry 
k-3rd Grade
Castaic Elementary School

“What the Future Will Be like in 
Santa Clarita Valley”

by Abhinav Behl  

Santa Clarita Valley is where I grow,
Almost everything in this place is what 
I know.
Santa Clarita is an important city of our 
nation,
I want to have a bright future for our 
next generation.
I want everyone to be happy from 
morning to late noon,
Because the future will be coming very, 
very soon.
I predict the future of my city will be a 
great sight,
When visitors come they’ll enjoy this 
place with great delight.
Every family of SCV should have their 
own jet plane,
But a kid can’t drive it because that 
would be insane.
Every family should have their own 
reserved amusement park,
The kids should also have their own 
toys that glow-in-the-dark.
In the future I want my city to be totally 
green,
But for this I want lots of help from 
children, adults, and teen.
I dream of having Santa Clarita 
pollution free,
So that everyone can live with health, 
happiness and glee.
We will plant lots of trees and run gas 
free cars,
I could visualize some of the aspiring 
astronauts from my city going to Mars.
In the future all the kids would be 
caring, helpful, respectful and good 
leaders,
I can see the students of all the schools 
of SCV showing the six pillars of 
character.
I love Santa Clarita and all its nature,
I wish it has a bright and prosperous 
future!
 

First Place Poetry  
7-8th Grade
Rancho Pico Jr. High

“Hope for the Future” 

by Gisela Factora   

In the future, in SCV
I would hope that there would be
A cure for cancer,
And maybe world peace
A valley where everyone says, “thank 
you” and “please”
A place where there would be no 
discrimination
Where everybody could get an 
education
A place where everybody would get 
along
Where people would be free to sing 
their own song
A place where everybody would have 
a home
And nobody would be alone
A place where poverty would not exist
And littering would not be missed
A place where people valued what they 
had
And didn’t spend their time wishing 
they had some new fad
A place where drugs and violence were 
things of the past
And love was never ever placed last

im
ag

ine the future
 im

ag
ine the future

 Art &
WRITING
Contest

First Place Poetry   
9-12th Grade 
Saugus High School

“Future Transcended”

by Salina Mahoney   

Santa Clarita’s children sat in an circle 
on the damp green grass
Their small pink mouths opened and 
closed in unison
A strong “Om” was pushed up through 
their quivering tracheas
And up into the warm robotic wind that 
caressed their cheeks
Focus is our future

The glass dome that enclosed the cities 
youth
Reverberated with the song they sang
Seven different languages flowed out of 
their mouths
Their minds were transcended
Song is our future

Their collective consciousness 
communicated emotions between 
them
Soundless and powerful; chirps and 
clinks from the deep mind spoke to 
each
Their vast and powerful neighbors from 
the Blue Galaxies taught them this
Extraterrestrials
Intelligent species friends are our 
future

Pictures of the eerie faces of our 
extraterrestrials flickered behind eyelids
Picture: Green long fingers grasping 
short stubby human hands
Picture: Einstein’s theories taught to 
an eager children of Plum Canyon 
Elementary
Picture: Hovercrafts flying down the 
Bouquet Canyon path; popular bands: 
Green
Men Mafia and Hoverkids 3000 blasted 
from speakers planted in our brains
Progress is our future

The word, “Race” was no longer in our 
vocabulary
Every type of human sitting in the 
circle bared their beautiful faces
Every shade of skin, or “body suits” as 
the adolescents nicknamed it,
Sparkled in the man-made sun

Friend and Enemy together
Machine an Flesh together
Extraterrestrial and Human together
This if the future of:
Santa Clarita

What will the Future be Like 
in Santa Clarita? 
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First Place 4-6th Grade
Clarisse T. Mendoza

Sky Blue Mesa Elementary    

Art Contest Winners
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Did you know? 

Americans—especially 
teens—are reading less, 

and less well. As parents, we know 
that good reading and writing skills 
are paramount to our children’s 
success. But how do we restore 
reading to the center of American 
culture?

Fostering a passion for the arts—
visual, fine, and performing—
can broaden a child’s world and 
actually improve their ability to 
read and comprehend. According 
to researchers at seven major 
universities, cognitive development 
(e.g., thinking, problem solving, 
concept understanding, 
information processing, etc.) has 
a strong link to arts. Think about 
it: children motivated in the arts 
can develop attention skills and 
memory retrieval that also apply to 
other subject areas.

Students who participate in the 
arts outperform their peers on 
virtually every measure. According 
to studies by the Arts Education 
Partnership, research shows that 
“sustained learning” in music and 
theater equates to greater success in 
math and reading.

What can you do? 
Set a good example. While 

your kids may seem like they don’t 
pay attention, you are their first 
and most important role model. 
Children of readers often become 
readers themselves, and kids 
who are read to benefit from that 
very first “Once upon a time...” 

sharing your enthusiasm and 
encouragement. If your child 
doesn’t yet have a library card, visit 
your local library and emphasize 
the importance and responsibility 
of caring for someone else’s books 
while opening up a whole new 
world of learning for fun.

Support reading and the arts. 
Explore resources and volunteer 
at school; support programs such 
as I Love to Read and the SCV 
Education Foundation’s Read 
With Me!; attend local arts events 
and festivals; nurture your child’s 
interests and stay involved. 

A relationship with the arts at 
an early age boosts learning and 
achievement. Reading broadens 
horizons and lays a path for success 
in all areas of life. Would you want 
anything less for your child?

reading and the arts:  
A Lifelong Relationship!

by Pam Ripling

First Place k-3rd Grade  
Tera Larson 

Castaic Elementary 

Grand Prize Winner
Jiyoon Jung

Rancho Pico Jr. High

First Place 7-8th Grade  
Sarah Weber 

Rancho Pico Jr. High 

Developing a lifelong love of the 
written word begins early.

Involve the whole family. 
Substitute creative and fine arts 
for passive, digital diversions from 
time to time. Renew your own 
interest in a musical instrument, or 
share a favorite childhood book. 
Take time to discuss the stories 
your children are reading and 
challenge them to think about the 
details they may have missed.

Try something new. See a play 
or spend an afternoon in an art 
gallery or museum with the family. 
Spend time drawing, painting, or 
coloring alongside your children, 

What will the Future be Like in Santa Clarita? 
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Find us on FaceBook: www.facebook.com/SouthernOaksMortgage 
 

Our Blog: www.southernoaksmortgage.blogspot.com 
 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/loanmanjeff 
 

My Book: www.loanmanjeff.com 
 Jeff Eisenberg 

President/Broker 
25115 Avenue Stanford, Suite B220 
Valencia, CA 91355 
661.964.2600 Office      661.904.5989 Cell 
NMLS #237717 
Residential and Commercial Real Estate Loans 
Approved FHA/VA Lender 
 

www.somloans.com 

Santa  
Clarita’s 

#1 
Mortgage  
Company 

Southern Oaks Mortgage, Inc. is a licensed broker/lender with the CA Dept. of Real Estate, Lic.# 01458657-  DRE (916) 227-0770 

 

THE LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT MANSOUR
CONGRATULATES THE SCV EDUCATION FOUNDATION!

Estate Planning – Living Trusts – Wills
Probate – Trust Administration – Powers of Attorney

Personal Injury Law

THE LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT M. MANSOUR
28212 Kelly Johnson Parkway, Suite 110

Valencia, California 91355
www.MansourLaw.com / www.ValenciaLawyer.com

(661) 414-7100 / (800) 799-7449 (661) 702-6000 www.LBWinsurance.com 

L/B/W is proud to support literacy and the 
arts for our community’s children. 

The College of The Canyons 
Foundation 

is Proud to Celebrate 
the 2010 Literacy & Arts Festival 

in Support of  
the SCV Education Foundation

Jill Mellady, Chair
Robert McCarty, Vice Chair

Doris Marie Zimmer, Vice Chair
Dr. Dianne G. Van Hook, Chancellor



im
ag

ine the future
 im

ag
ine the future

 

Students are invited to enter an original artwork 
illustrating their vision of Santa Clarita in the future. 
Bullet trains to the Aquatics Center? Jet packs in every garage? A climate-
controlled bubble over Central Park? Look into your crystal ball and show 
us what you see! The contest is open to students in four grade divisions:  
K-3;  4-6;  7-8;  and 9-12. 

Entries must be submitted to your teacher by Tuesday, November 2, or 
dropped off at City Hall, 23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 120, by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 4. The SCV Education Foundation will notify finalists 
by November 18. Winners will be announced December 4 at 2 p.m. at the 
Literacy & Arts Festival on the Main Stage.  Winner need not be present. 

Contest Rules
•	 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be awarded. 
•	 A Grand Prize Winner will be selected from all the entries.
•	 All finalists under the age of 18 must have parent’s signature.
•	 Literacy & Arts Festival reserves the right to reproduce any artwork 

that is chosen as a finalist.
•	 Artwork may be no larger than 11”x14”.
•	 Artwork must be mounted (any color) no larger than 13”x16”. 

Framed artwork WILL NOT be accepted. 
•	 All artwork must be an original piece by the artist. No photography 

or sculpture will be accepted.
•	 All students must be residents of the Santa Clarita Valley. 
•	 Release agreement must accompany each piece of artwork.

What will the Future Look Like in Santa Clarita? 
SCV Education Foundation Literacy & Arts Festival 2010

Release Agreement SCV Education Foundation Santa Clarita’s Literacy & Arts Festival
I, the undersigned, hereby grant the Santa Clarita Education Foundation (referred to herein as “Education Foundation”) and/or its assigns the right to make a photograph and /or 
audio recording of my contest entry and to use materials and graphics that I have created (referred to herein collectively as the “materials”), and to freely modify, reproduce and 
distribute such materials in all or in part. I understand this granting of rights includes, but is not limited to, the right to use these materials on educational web pages located on 
a server at the Education Foundation. Such rights may be exercised and exploited by the Education Foundation in such manner throughout the world as it may deem desirable in 
perpetuity freely and without limitation or restriction. I also understand that materials on the website may be downloaded freely and without restriction by visitors to those web 
pages and I hereby agree that those visitors will have the same rights to use those materials as the Education Foundation. I also understand that all materials were created by me 
and are original. I have not violated any copyright restrictions. I agree to hold the Education Foundation, its administration, employees and agents harmless from any liability, 
loss or damage caused by statements or materials furnished by me.

Questions may be emailed to davila@santa-clarita.com  
For information on the Literacy & Arts Festival visit

www.scveducationfoundation.org

Student’s Name ________________________________________________ Signature __________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________________ 

 Date   ___________ Telephone _______________________________________  Email  _________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________   

School Name _____________________  _____________________________ Teacher __________________________________ Grade____                                       

Art
Contest
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Students are invited to write about their vision of 
Santa Clarita in the future. 
Bullet trains to the Aquatics Center? Jet packs in every garage? A climate-
controlled bubble over Central Park? Look into your crystal ball and tell us 
what you see! The contest is open to students in four grade divisions:  K-3;  
4-6;  7-8;  and 9-12. 

Entries must be submitted to your teacher by Tuesday, November 2, or 
dropped off at City Hall, 23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 120, by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 4. The SCV Education Foundation will notify finalists 
by November 18. Winners will be announced December 4 at 2 p.m. at the 
Literacy & Arts Festival on the Main Stage.  Winner need not be present. 

Contest Rules
Eligible writing contest entries must fall into one of these three 
categories: 1. Editorial or Compare and Contrast; 2. Poetry; or 3. Short 
Story. Detailed requirements and a scoring rubric are attached.  
Each entry must include:

•	 Author’s Name, Title of Entry, and Name of School printed clearly on 
the cover sheet. 

•	 No names or other information that would identify the author may 
appear on the actual writing entry.

•	 Entries may be proofread by teachers or other adults prior to the 
final copy being submitted.

•	 Release agreement must accompany each entry.

What will the Future be Like in Santa Clarita? 
SCV Education Foundation Literacy & Arts Festival Writing Contest 2010

Release Agreement SCV Education Foundation Santa Clarita’s Literacy & Arts Festival
I, the undersigned, hereby grant the Santa Clarita Education Foundation (referred to herein as “Education Foundation”) and/or its assigns the right to make a photograph and /or 
audio recording of my contest entry and to use materials and graphics that I have created (referred to herein collectively as the “materials”), and to freely modify, reproduce and 
distribute such materials in all or in part. I understand this granting of rights includes, but is not limited to, the right to use these materials on educational web pages located on 
a server at the Education Foundation. Such rights may be exercised and exploited by the Education Foundation in such manner throughout the world as it may deem desirable in 
perpetuity freely and without limitation or restriction. I also understand that materials on the website may be downloaded freely and without restriction by visitors to those web 
pages and I hereby agree that those visitors will have the same rights to use those materials as the Education Foundation. I also understand that all materials were created by me 
and are original. I have not violated any copyright restrictions. I agree to hold the Education Foundation, its administration, employees and agents harmless from any liability, 
loss or damage caused by statements or materials furnished by me.

Questions may be emailed to davila@santa-clarita.com  
For information on the Literacy & Arts Festival visit

www.scveducationfoundation.org

Student’s Name ________________________________________________ Signature __________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________________ 

 Date   ___________ Telephone _______________________________________  Email  _________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________   

School Name _____________________  _____________________________ Teacher __________________________________ Grade____                                       

writing
Contest



DETAILED requirements

What will the Future be Like in Santa Clarita? 
SCV Education Foundation Literacy & Arts Festival Writing Contest 2010

1. Editorial or  
Compare and Contrast Writing Entry

•	 12 point font
•	 One inch margins
•	 Double spaced
•	 Maximum 475 words
An Editorial or Compare and Contrast writing entry 
should clearly state your viewpoint and include two or 
more “arguments” or key points as to why you feel this 
way. Its theme should clearly convey your ideas about 
what the Santa Clarita Valley will be like in the future.

2. Poetry Entry
•	 Select the type of poetry you wish to write 

(sonnet, cinquain, freestyle, etc.)
•	 Minimum of 12 lines and a maximum of 36 lines 

and spaces
•	 12 point font
•	 One inch margins
•	 Single spaced
Content of your poem should reflect the Theme for 2010:  
What will the Santa Clarita Valley be like in the future?

3. Short Story Entry
•	 Short story should contain a Beginning, Middle, 

and an End
•	 Elements of a good story should be included: 

characters, plot, setting, and a problem or conflict 
resolution

•	 Maximum of 850 words
•	 12 point font
•	 1 inch margins
•	 Double spaced
Content of your short story should in some way explore 
the Theme for 2010:  What will the Santa Clarita Valley 
be like in the future?

scorING RUBrIC
1. Editorial/Compare and Contrast Entry Rubric

3 2 1
•	 Maximum of 475 words
•	 Clearly defined argument or statement
•	 Fits into the Theme
•	 At least two supporting “arguments” or key 

points included
•	 No spelling or punctuation errors
•	 Includes all required elements

•	 Too short or too long
•	 Argument or key statement not clearly defined 

or explained
•	 Some correlation to Theme
•	 Too many or not enough arguments or key points 

included
•	 Spelling and punctuation errors evident but do 

not hinder in the reader gathering meaning
•	 May not have all required elements

•	 Length not appropriate
•	 No arguments or key statements included, reader 

unable to tell what the point is
•	 Content has no correlation to Theme
•	 Arguments or key points to do help the reader 

understand the author’s position
•	 Spelling and punctuation errors get in the 

reader’s way of making meaning
•	 Missing key elements required

2. Poetry Entry Rubric
3 2 1

•	 Contains a minimum of 12 lines and a maximum 
of 36

•	 Poem clearly addressed the Theme
•	 Title is appropriate to poem
•	 Poem sticks to the topic
•	 Includes all required elements

•	 Length is longer or shorter than required
•	 Some relation to the Theme
•	 Title is vague
•	 Poem does not have a clear topic
•	 May not have all required elements

•	 Length hinders the reader’s understanding of 
the poem

•	 No connection to the Theme
•	 Title is not related to poem
•	 Missing key elements required

Short Story Entry Rubric
3 2 1

•	 Maximum of 850 words
•	 Identifiable beginning, middle and end
•	 Well presented characters
•	 Definite plot
•	 Well described setting
•	 Clear problem and believable conflict resolution
•	 Story fits Theme
•	 No spelling or punctuation errors
•	 Includes all required elements

•	 Beginning, middle and end not clearly 
identifiable

•	 Characters do not add to the story
•	 Weak plot
•	 Setting not clearly described, vague
•	 Problem unclear or unresolved by end of story
•	 Story attempts to address Theme
•	 Punctuation and spelling errors but do not get in 

the way of understanding the story
•	 Too short or too long
•	 May not have all required elements

•	 Missing Beginning, Middle and/or End
•	 Characters are unclear
•	 No plot to the story
•	 Setting not clear
•	 No problems or too many problems and 

unresolved by end of story
•	 No connection to the Theme
•	 Punctuation and spelling errors detract from 

understanding the story
•	 Length hampers the story
•	 Missing key elements required





Celebrate Santa Clarita’s Literacy & Arts Festival 

by stopping in to experience the activities we’ve 

set up in our different tents! You’ll enjoy hearing 

stories and joining in the fun. Just present 

this booklet at each tent you visit to get all the 

Chapters checked off.

Saturday, Dec 4, 2010
10 am ~ 3 pm

This Book Belongs to:

Chapter 1:

A Strong Foundation

Chapter 2:

Where the Good Life Takes You

Chapter 3:

artree

Chapter 4:

Story Village

Chapter 5:

The Great Shoe

Chapter 6:

A Piece of the Puzzle

Chapter 7:

Read a Painting!

Chapter 8:

Where the Books Are

Chapter 9:

Let Us Entertain You

Chapter 10:

Draw With Michael

Chapter 11:

Extra! Extra! Write All About It!

Chapter 12:

Oobleck 

Table of Contents





Presented by    SCV Education Foundation 
and the City of Santa Clarita

Saturday,
December 4
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Newhall Park, Santa Clarita

Saturday,
December 4
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Newhall Park, Santa Clarita



www.scveducationfoundation.org

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, December 4
Newhall Park, Santa Clarita

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, December 4
Newhall Park, Santa Clarita

Book
Swap

Finished a good book? 
Bring it to the festival 

and swap it for another one! 
(Limit 3 books, gently used,

 pre-school through 
high school)

Find Santa Clarita's Literacy & Arts Festival on Facebook

santa-clarita.com

Ice Sculpture
Read a Painting

The ARTree Great Shoe Hunt
Giant Art Blocks

Story Village

Gigantic Jigsaw Puzzle
Once Upon An Opera

Can Un Drum
Authors

Art of Rock Balancing
Three Billy Goats Gruff - The Musical

Ice Sculpture
Read a Painting

The ARTree Great Shoe Hunt
Giant Art Blocks

Story Village

Gigantic Jigsaw Puzzle
Once Upon An Opera

Can Un Drum
Authors

Art of Rock Balancing

Three Billy Goats Gruff - The MusicalThree Billy Goats Gruff - The Musical
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