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Category 46        
Best Children’s Programming     
City of Dublin Halloween Spooktacular  
Budget under $250,000 
 
 
 
Overview Information: 
Introduction and background of the program / event: 
The City of Dublin has celebrated Halloween in a unique and exciting way. The event is one of 
Dublin’s four signature events and is well-attended every year.  The Halloween Spooktacular is held 
at the Dublin Community Recreation Center (DCRC) as well as in Coffman Park which is located 
adjacent to the DCRC.  The event is held on a Thursday in October prior to an out-of-school-day for 
Dublin’s students. The event started as a small community program to highlight the amenities of the 
new Recreation Center built in the mid-90’s. By 2003, the event had grown to be a large community 
celebration which attracts children from the surrounding areas. 
 
Purpose/Objective: 
The City of Dublin’s signature events are an opportunity for the City to meet its goal of enriching 
and unifying the community to showcase Dublin’s amenities to visitors.  The City strives to produce 
high-quality events that are safe, fun and family-friendly.   
 
The specific mission of the Halloween Spooktacular is to provide a safe, family friendly Halloween 
event for Dublin’s residents, that is unlike any other Halloween event in the area.    
 
Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with event: 
While produced by the City for the community, many local organizations have the opportunity to 
highlight their programs and activities by taking part in the Trunk or Treat Trail. In addition, the 
Police Department, Fire Department and nature Education personnel are present to distribute 
information about their services and answer questions. 
 
More than 150 volunteers donated 530 hours by helping out in  areas including crafts, fortune 
telling and field games. For the first time, a corporate team from QWest, was recruited to help with 
set up the Haunted Trail. 
 
A large number of high school students volunteer at the event. Many of these students attended the 
event as children, the Monster Mash when they were in middle school and now they volunteer. 
 
In addition, a local group, the Dublin Coffman Swim Team, raised more than $700 by selling pizza, 
fruit, donuts, chips and soda at the event 
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Overall Revenue and Expense Report  
The Halloween Spooktacular is funded by Hotel/Motel tax. The City of Dublin does not have a goal 
to make any money on the event. The only fee we collect is from our food vendor.  
  
Expenses        Revenue  
 
Professional Services   $13,643   Vendor Fees    $303 
Operating Supplies   $ 3,569   ____________________________ 
Total:     $ 17,212   Total:     $134  
 
Attendance/Number of Participants:   
The estimated attendance for the 2010 Halloween Spooktacular was 6,500. Of this number, 720 
attended the Middle School Monster Mash. Attendance was up significantly over 2010 when the 
estimated attendance was 5,000. 
 
Measurable Results:  
On-site survey results indicated that 76 percent of Spooktacular guests live in Dublin, achieving the 
goal of creating a community event.   
 
Results from the 2010 Community Survey indicated that 27 percent of Dublin residents attended the 
Halloween Spooktacular. This reflects a 7 percent increase over 2008, when the survey was last 
administered. In addition, 76 percent of Dublin residents rated the Halloween Spooktacular as 
excellent or good. 
 
Additional Questions 
What activities and entertainment were provided? 
The Halloween Spooktacular offered a variety of activities both inside the DCRC and in Coffman 
Park.  The Spooktacular event began at 3:30 p.m. and ended at 9:30 p.m. This gave families the 
opportunity to come during daylight hours or in the more spooky dusk-to-dark hours. Typically 
younger children come earlier and older children come towards the end of the evening. 
 
Outside Events 
 
 A decorate-your-own cookie station was set-up underneath the pavilion, which also featured a fire 
place for guests to keep warm. Sugar cookies were available to all guests to decorate with vanilla 
frosting and Halloween sprinkles.   
 
The hay ride took guests on a five-minute ride through the park. Storytellers were moved from 
inside the Recreation Center and were placed on the rides, providing a spooky backdrop to the 
adventure. 
 
A wooded path, transformed into the haunted trail, was decorated with inflatable characters, 
Halloween decorations and orange and purple lights. While pretty and fun during the day, it creates 
an eerie atmosphere when the sun goes down. 
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The hay maze featured a new design theme. Corn hole and a mini putt-putt course added to the fun. 
Halloween games including witch’s ring toss, ghost knock ‘em down, terrifying tic-tac-toe, candy 
corn relay and eye-ball bucket bounce were played.  A special pumpkin bowling lane was set up on 
the bocce court with ghost pins and pumpkins (orange painted plastic bowling balls.)  
 
After playing games, guests visited the craft tent and made a one-of-a-kind candy bag and signed 
their name or drew a picture on the event coloring wall.   
 
A professional pumpkin carver created ghosts, goblins and witches carved into 50 pumpkins 
weighing from 10 to 150 pounds. A pumpkin wall and chandelier were added to the display. 
 
A small stage featured a local kid-themed band, mousetrap and a local dance troop who performed 
and taught the Thriller Dance to guests of all ages. A variety of strolling acts, from magicians to a 
living scarecrow and an elderly ghost couple surprised and delighted the kids. 
 
The Trunk or Treat Trail was the most popular outside activity.  This year’s Trail consisted of 32 
local businesses many participants decorate their cars and wear festive costumes. The organizations 
hand-out candy and Halloween favors to the children who come through the line.   
 
Inside Events  
Live entertainment including a spooky-kooky magic show and Halloween dance performances took 
place inside the DCRC’s Abbey Theater.   
 
The DCRC gym was home to many exciting activities.  The Halloween craft stations were a big hit 
among the children. Guests could make up to seven free crafts including: a creepy crown, a 
pumpkin window display and a slap bracelet.  
 
Another spooky favorite was the Freaky Find boxes. Eight boxes lined the gym walls, each box 
containing a different and mysterious item.  The items in the boxes were typical household items 
that feel a little slimy and kooky.  Dental floss suggested witches’ hair, slime was bat boogers and 
beef jerky felt like Hobbit ears. There’s no peaking, kids can only touch the items. 
 
In another room, ten fortune tellers welcomed guests to receive their Halloween fortune from their 
magical crystal balls.  Decorated with Halloween décor, this enchanted room was one of the most 
popular attractions at the Halloween Spooktacular.   
 
Halloween Bingo was also a popular attraction. The bingo area allowed 30 children at a time to 
play.  The bingo cards were Halloween themed with witches, ghosts and goblins galore.  Children 
marked their bingo cards with pirate gold coins.   
 
Food and refreshments were sold in one room and a local photography studio set up a Halloween 
photo stand to take family portraits of kids in their costumes. 
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Middle School Activity 
While most of the events at Spooktacular appealed to the elementary and pre-school age child, a 
dance for the middle-school students has become a community tradition. Students from the five 
Middle Schools located in Dublin were invited to attend the Monster Mash.  The dance was 
costume-optional, but a majority of the students dressed for the occasion. This dance has become a 
community tradition. The only dance for kids their age that all schools are invited to, 18% of the 
Dublin students attend the event. 
 
A local DJ played a mix of today’s pop hits as well as Halloween favorites like “The Monster 
Mash.”  The dance was supervised by event volunteers and PTA parents. 
 
What was the main target age group? 
The main target age is pre-school – grade 3. We do have one specific event, the Monster Mash that 
is targeted to Middle School students. 
 
Was there any involvement from local schools? 
The local schools help promote our event through their PTA’s and school newsletters and 
information. They also participate in our Trunk or Treat activity each year distributing materials. 
 
What makes the program unique and creative? 
There are many Halloween activities in the community. Dublin is known for producing a very high-
quality event. The event is completely free other than optional photographs and food. The Trunk or 
Treat Trail engages the whole community in the event. It is also a very safe alternative for parents to 
take their kids Trick or Treating.  
 
In addition, a large percentage of young Asian families attend Spooktacular. Because of this, we 
have added a bi-lingual volunteer to our Information Tents. We have a Honda plant in a nearby 
community, and our Asian population is our highest minority percentage (6%) with attendance at 
the event at 15 percent Asian. Talking to some of the families we have learned that because so many 
of these families are in the country for only a few years, Spooktacular is a typical American 
celebration that they want to experience. 
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Supporting Question 
What did you do to updates/change this program from the year before?  Were your 
updates/changes successful? 
 
One thing that was added to the Monster Mash was a photo booth. This was a huge hit with the age 
group. In the two hours that event took place, 425 photos were taken. 
 
Inside the Recreation Center, we didn’t change many of the activities, but instead changed where 
they were located. In the past, it has been very crowded and there was no place sit down and eat. By 
making better use of the space, we were able to easily manage the crowd and families could enjoy 
their food in a new area that was set up with tables. 
 
Community volunteers, Debby Alexander and Bob Donegan were honored as the 2010 
Spooktacular Queen and King. Special Halloween royalty costumes were created and Debby and 
Bob greeted guests throughout the evening. We plan to make this an annual tradition, recognizing 
two adult volunteers for their excellent year-round service to the community. 
 
 



2010 City of Dublin Halloween Celebration

Fortune Tellers
Pumpkin carving demonstration

Hayrides

Haymaze

Dublin Community Recreation Center 5600 Post Rd.

Thursday 

OCTOBER 14
3:30-8:30 p.m. Rain or Shine

Call 410-4545 for more information. To volunteer, Call 410-4400. www.dublin.oh.us

Trunk-or-Treat Trail

Local businesses and groups distribute candy

Crafts

Photos

Refreshments

Haunted Trail

Entertainment

Magicians, Dancers, and more

Games

Monster Mash

Middle School Student Dance



OCTOBER 14

Call 410-4545 for more information. To volunteer, Call 410-4400.

www.dublin
.oh.us





Join us for Trunk or Treat 
at the 

Halloween Spooktacular
Thursday, October 14, 2010

Local organizations and businesses are invited to take part in the Trunk or

Treat by providing candy or other fun gifts for 5,000 - 7,000 children at this

year’s Halloween Spooktacular. Spooktacular is designed to provide a safe

celebration in our community for children ages 2 - 12 and their families. 

Spooktacular takes place on October 14 from 3:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. both inside the

Dublin Community Recreation Center and in the lawn located east of the Center in

Coffman Park. Other activities during Spooktacular include games, crafts, dance performances,

the haunted trail and more.

Guidelines:
• Each group will have a 15’ x 15’ area to distribute candy from your car or truck. We strongly

encourage you to decorate your vehicle and to come in costume.

• Area must be staffed at all times from 3:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. We suggest that you have at least

2-4 people at all times. Vehicle must be on-site by 2:30 p.m.

• Items that you are distributing must be approved by the City of Dublin. The main giveaways to

children should not be a promotional item (i.e. company keychain or button) but instead should be

either candy or kid-friendly item.

• If you choose to, an additional promotional item such as fliers or coupons, may be distributed to

children or parents. These items must be sent with application or approved prior to event. No

political material is allowed.

• Participation is limited to 35 groups and will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. If

you are interested, please fill out enclosed form and mail or fax this participation form by

Friday, September 3. Returning participants get first chance, applications for other groups will be

open on Tuesday, September 7. We have filled up every year and we already have a wait-list for

this year, so don’t miss your chance.

• Please no sign-ups or registration on-site. This greatly

slows our lines down.

• No politicians, political campaigns or political parties are

permitted to have a spot in Trunk or Treat, and other

organizations are prohibited from distributing political

materials.  

For more information, 

call Alison LeRoy 410-4503
or email at aleroy@dublin.oh.us



I want to take part in

Trunk or Treat 
Thursday, October 14, 2010

Group/Company Name:

Contact Name:

Address:

Phone: Fax:

Cell phone: Email:

Items distributing:

Promotional items distributing (if applicable, attach sample or mail at least 1-week prior to event. No

political messages are allowed):

                        Please return to:

Trunk or Treat Applications

City of Dublin

5620 Post Road

Dublin, OH 43017

fax: 614-453-8706
     aleroy@dublin.oh.us

Questions? Please contact Alison LeRoy at 614-410-4503 or by email at aleroy@dublin.oh.us



 
 

Events Administration 
5620 Post Road 

Dublin, OH 43017-1212 
 

Phone: 614-410-4545 
Fax: 614-923-0247 

 
www.dublin.oh.us  

 

 
September 30, 2010 
 
Dear Trunk or Treat Participants, 
 
Thank you for agreeing to participate in the Trunk or Treat line as part of Dublin's Halloween 
Spooktacular on Thursday, October 14 from 3:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
 
To reach the event, take exit 17a off of I-270, heading east on SR 161. Take a left at the first light, 
Post Road. Take a right at Emerald Parkway/Coffman Road, take an immediate left on Coffman 
Park Drive.  
 
When you arrive on-site, please check-in with a volunteer who will help you get to your spot. You 
can enter the field either by the sidewalk off of Downpatrick Drive or Coffman Park Drive (look for 
directional signage).  
 
Set-up is between 1:30 - 3 p.m. No cars will be allowed to drive in after 3 p.m.  
 
Please make sure you have enough candy and/or giveaways to last the entire event. You will not be 
allowed to leave your location until 8:30 p.m. due to the number of children in the park.  
 
Electricity will be available, but you are responsible for bringing your own extension cords. Please 
make sure they are suitable for outdoor use. We plan on having power approximately every 75 feet, 
so plan accordingly. 
 
Unless strong storms are expected, we will still have the event outside. For those of you who have 
participated in the past, you know we still get large crowds even in rain. If you have you a 10’ x 10’ 
pop-up tent we encourage you to bring it with you. The decision to move inside the Recreation 
Center will be made by 11 a.m. the day of the event. You can call 410-4545 for information. 
 
If you have not done so already, please make sure I have copies of any promotional 
materials you may be passing out. Remember, we will not allow you to sign-up or register 
anyone on-site in order to keep the lines moving as quickly as possible. 
Additionally, no politicians, political campaigns or political parties are permitted in the 
Trunk or Treat line, and other organizations are prohibited from distributing political 
materials. 
 
If for any reason you need to cancel, please let me know. We do have a waiting list and empty spots 
on the trail are disappointing to the children.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
alroy@dublin.oh.us or at 614-206-3305. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Alison LeRoy 
Event Manager  
 
Enc:   Line Location Listing  

Trunk or Treat Line Map 



Group/Company Name Location
City of Dublin  1 
Dublin Police 2 
Washington Township Fire Dept. 3 
Dublin City Schools 4 
Dublin News 5 
Dublin Dance Centre & Gymnastics 6 
Dublin Foundation 7 
Oxford School of Dublin (The) 8 
Dublin Soccer League 9 
Enchanted Care (Dublin) 10 
Piano Lessons In Your Home 11 
Flash Digital Portraits 12 
Menchie's Frozen Yogurt  13 
Dublin Teen Institute 14 
Mouth of the Wolf Productions  15 
Emerald Crossings  16 
GotSitter.com                                                            17 
Chiller Ice Rinks 18 
Gym Rat Basketball  19 
La Petite Academy 20 
Ohio Premier Eagles Soccer
Sisters Sweet Shoppe 22 
Kidzola.com                                                              23 
Donatos Pizza 24 
College Nannies & Tutors of Greater 
Columbus                                                                  25 
Discover Modeling 26 
Math Monkey  27 
Dublin Jewlers 
Liberty Mutual  29 
KDB Easton  30 
Dental Reflections 31 
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