


 
2011 PINNACLE AWARDS 

 

DIVISION: Community Relations 
CATEGORY: Best New Promotion 
ENTRY: The Clown Prince 
 

OVERVIEW AND RESULTS 
 

The idea of a Rose Festival mascot has been batted around brain storming sessions for 
years. Who would it be? Maybe 'Thorny,' a skinny guy with pointed protrusions that 
sardonically declare him the antithesis of all this rose stuff. Or perhaps 'Rex Oregonus,' 
the original carnival king of Rose Festival, who was briefly re-created for the 2007 
Centennial Celebration? 

A mascot could be both a living person and an image, represented in cartoons and 
coloring books, on the website and in advertising. A mascot could be a spokesperson 
and a viral video star. 

Just days after the calendar turned to 2011 the Festival's Director of Events and 
Communications, Marilyn Clint, had an epiphany. The perfect Rose Festival mascot was 
sitting right across the desk, involved in a discussion of how to add more character to the 
popular and relatively new program, the Character Clown Corps. Angel Ocasio was 
already the Boss Clown of that program, an excellent trainer and organizer who also 
happened to be one of the Northwest's most talented physical comedians. After a couple 
hours of intense discussion fueled by an event planner's most telling signals of sure 
success—goosebumps—an idea started taking shape. Both the Clown Corps *and* the 
Rose Festival would be served. 

By a new mascot. 

Certain things about the new mascot were obvious. He would be a guy. He would be 
Latino. And he would be a clown, of course! 

That original discussion was in-depth and emotional. Ocasio revealed he had planned to 
'hang up his nose' by the time he reached the half-century mark and turn his attention 
entirely to training. His four years of successful work with the Rose Festival had infused 
his career with high profile coverage and excitement, but this was a height he had not 
dreamed of attaining. 

Clint realized the mistake of trying to force Ocasio into the background. He was the pre-
eminent promoter of the Clown Corps; he could always be counted on to be 'on'—to be 
ready to perform, to act out, to reach out. He had spent a lifetime training for this very 
gig, the new Rose Festival clown mascot!  

First, he needed a name. That was easy. The Rose Festival (and its ardent fans) loved 
royalty and had learned to love clowns in the three years of the successful Character 
Clown Corps. The two would be married in a whimsical way, through a story that would 
combine Rose Festival history and Rose Festival reality. The Clown Prince was born.  

 



The timeline was challenging. In order to have maximum impact and to meet the 
schedule for recruitment of the 2011 class of the Character Clown Corps, the new 
mascot needed to be ready by early March, just weeks away. Originally conceived—like 
the Clown Corps—to be a feature of the Grand Floral Parade, the Clown Prince concept 
was originally announced in a Creative Team meeting for that event. But it was quickly 
determined that he'd play a larger role, as outlined below. 

The biography came first, then a Q&A that helped explain the Clown Prince's 
appearance, and finally the Legend of the Clown Prince itself, which was written less 
than a week before the live television introduction of the new mascot. 

He needed an outfit, of course. A local designer joined forces with the festival to 
costume the Clown Prince; colors and fabrics and designs were chosen. The Events 
Director wanted him to have a coat reminiscent of the monarch in 'The Prince and the 
Showgirl,' a little like the military style suit in 'The King's Speech.' He needed a sash. He 
needed a cape. And he needed a big hat to go with his red nose. 

He also needed a cartoon persona. Ocasio contacted a friend in Chicago who had been 
a Disney illustrator to commission a drawing. The Disney connection showed in the first 
sketch, which looked a little too much like Jiminy Crickett. One Clown Prince cartoon 
soon became three in different poses; one needed to be colored to match the costume 
design.  

Finding the funds was challenging. The Grand Floral Parade budget included a little 
room for a 'special attraction.' In 2009 it had been the resurrection of the infamous 
skyjacker, D.B. Cooper. In 2010 it had been the eclectic performing group, the Green 
Men and Pink Lady. The Clown Prince costume turned out to be a little more expensive, 
and so the Marketing Budget picked up the cost of two of the sketches. Ocasio's Rose 
Festival contract covered his work on the Living History program, which had been 
shelved for the season, so his performance as the Clown Prince was 'value added.' 
Overall, the cost of the new mascot—including hat, big rose medal, costume design and 
cartoons—was less than $1500, a bargain for a feature expected to last forever. 

Almost overnight he had the name, the costume and a legend. Nine weeks from the 
original discussion, the Clown Prince was knighted by the Rose Festival Queen on live 
TV! 

The Classy Clown 

The persona of the Clown Prince was the most important element of all, and Clint and 
Ocasio spent many hours discussing him, over email, phone calls and in person. He 
would be Chaplin-esque, a funny-but-gentle character both kids and adults could identify 
with. He would be childlike yet dignified. He would be very different than Ocasio's normal 
clown role, which included a crooked grin that never looked good in pictures. The Clown 
Prince had to have a Real Smile. 



While the Rose Festival was willing to poke gentle fun at the pomp and circumstance 
that surrounds many of the events, it could never be overt or offensive. So all the 
stakeholders, including the Royal Rosarians, needed to weigh in. By Grand Floral 
Parade day, when the Clown Prince was knighted again for the telecast, the Rosarian's 
Prime Minister was part of the ceremony. 

Ocasio, a consummate professional, worked tirelessly to make the new character 
work—to embody the complex vision of the Clown Prince. His payment was the reaction 
of the audiences at the three big Rose Festival parades. 

The public embraced him exactly as expected. Early on his image started popping up on 
Rose Festival marketing material, in the spring brochure and on the website. Right 
before the festival kicked off, he made his first public appearance at a 'pajama party' at a 
local restaurant, Elmer's, a promotional partner of the festival's. Surprising both Clint and 
Ocasio, the media showed up to cover the introduction of the new Rose Festival mascot, 
and the Clown Prince did his first official interview! 

And by the finale of his 'season'—Grand Floral Parade day—he was an established part 
of the party. 

Representing the spirit of the Rose Festival and its whimsical love of laughter, ceremony 
and royalty, the Clown Prince is the ideal symbol of the festival's multi-faceted brand, as 
well as the perfect foil for times when the pageantry gets overpowering. Long live the 
Clown Prince! 



 
 
 
 
 
      
     The Legend of the Clown Prince 
      
 
      
 
Once upon a time in a land called Rosaria there lived a boy named Angel who wanted to 
be a clown. Angel was filled with love and laughter, and everyone knew he would be a 
wonderful clown someday if only he could find his inspiration. 
 
One year during Rose Festival, Angel had the chance to meet Queen Thelma, the Queen 
of Rosaria. He was so impressed with the beautiful Queen, he wanted to find a way to 
serve her. Queen Thelma was the inspiration he had been waiting for. She spoke to him, 
saying, "Angel, I want you to search the world for the best festivals, the best clowns and 
the best roses. And when you learn about them, come back to the Rose Festival." 
 
And so Angel traveled the world and visited the great festivals, the most beautiful 
gardens and the most exciting circuses. He applauded the beautiful floats at the 
Tournament of Roses and danced to the bands at the Thanksgiving Day Parade in New 
York City. He went to New Orleans for Mardi Gras and to Nice, France for Carnivale. 
Then he cheered for Barnum & Bailey's Greatest Show on Earth and did somersaults 
when he saw the Cirque du Soleil. Finally he drank in the fragrances at the Botanic 
Gardens in Sydney, Australia and strolled across colorful acres at Castle Howard in 
Yorkshire, England, in awe of the beautiful roses, the queen of all flowers.  
 
Angel never forgot what Queen Thelma had said before he left Rosaria. "When you 
return, you'll be able to tell the world where to find the best festival, the best clowns and 
the best roses." 
 
And finally, many years later, Angel returned to Rosaria, ready to report what he had 
learned on his journeys. Because after searching the world and enjoying so many 
wonderful sights and sounds and smells, Angel finally knew the truth. The best festival, 
the best clowns and the best roses could all be found in his own home, in the land of 
Rosaria. 
 
When Angel returned, he asked for an audience with the new Queen of Rosaria so he 
could report what he had learned. And when the beautiful Queen Victoria heard what he 
had to say, she asked him to kneel before her and bow his head. And she said, "You have 
done well, Angel, just as Queen Thelma asked. And now in honor of your service to 
Rosaria, I dub you Sir Angel, the Clown Prince of the Rose Festival."   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



Clown Prince Q&A 
 
What do you want to tell the world? 
 
I've been traveling for a long time, but it feels good to be home! I can now state 
absolutely, categorically, ultra-definitely that the Rose Festival is the best festival in the 
world! 
 
How long have you been traveling? 
 
Well, let me see. I headed out in 1914, and this is 2011, right? So that's not quite a 
hundred years. 
 
Wow, you look great for your age! 
 
One thing I learned is that laughter keeps you young at heart. 
 
What did you learn? 
 
I traveled around and saw the world's great festivals, clowns rose gardens, and what I 
learned was the very best are right here in Rosaria!  
 
Why did it take you so long to find out? 
 
In 1914 Queen Thelma told me to search the world for the best festivals, roses and 
clowns. And it's a big world!  
 
I had to be absolutely certain, just like Queen Thelma told me back in 1914, that I had 
seen everything before I made up my mind. And there are a lot of wonderful things to 
see. 
 
Who is the Clown Prince? 
 
The Clown Prince is just an ordinary boy named Angel who worked as hard as he could 
to grow up to be a great clown and represent a great festival. Queen Thelma sent me on 
my quest back in 1914, and now Queen Victoria has knighted me and made me the rose 
Festival Clown Prince. 
 
The Clown Prince sees the world through the eyes of a child, with whimsy and wonder.   
He is always looking for his chance to escort the Queen, but that is the role of the 
Rosarian Prime Minister. 
 
What are the Clown Prince's responsibilities? 
 
The Clown Prince is here to tell the world about the Rose Festival and to kick off the 
world-famous Spirit Mountain Casino Grand Floral Parade every year. 
 
One of my responsibilities is to train a group of clowns to entertain the Rose Festival 
fans, to teach people who are just like I was when I started out, regular people who want 
to bring laughter to the world.  
 
Watch for me and the rest of the Rose Festival Character Clown Corps in the Spirit 
Mountain Casino Grand Floral Parade on Saturday, June 11, this year! 



 
CLOWN PRINCE KNIGHTING SCRIPT 

 
Players: 
Drew Carney, KGW reporter/talent 
Queen Victoria Dinu 
Clown Prince 
 
 
 
Drew: 
Nearly a hundred years ago, Rose Festival Queen Thelma sent a boy named 
Angel out into the world to find the best festivals and clowns. And today Angel 
has returned to Rosaria to meet our own Queen Victoria. 
 
Angel! Please come in! 
 
Victoria or Drew: 
Angel, what have you learned? 
 
ANGEL:  
I can now state absolutely, categorically, ultra-definitely that the Rose Festival is 
the best festival in the world! 
 
Victoria: 
"Well done, Angel. Please kneel. 
 
Angel kneels. 
 
Victoria: 
"In honor of your service to Rosaria, I dub you Angel, the Clown Prince of the 
Rose Festival."  
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