
43 – Best New Promotion 
Drink Pink 

 
For those of us in Middle Georgia, the excitement and 
merriment surrounding the Cherry Blossom Festival is akin 
to that of a holiday celebration such as Halloween, 
Valentine’s Day, Independence Day, and even Christmas!  
For weeks before the actual start date of the festival, the city 
of Macon becomes awash with the color pink as residents 
and merchants decorate their houses, businesses, cars, etc. 
with blossoms, bows, pink poodles, and more.  The award-
winning Cherry Blossom Festival Think Pink! Campaign is 
the catalyst for creating anticipation and enthusiasm for The 
Pinkest Party on Earth! 

 
Car painting, art contests, yard decoration sales, wreath and bow sales, and other 
activities have been successful Think Pink! projects for years, but the committee is 
always exploring new and interesting activities to bring to the community prior to the 
start of the festival.  In January 2011, the Cherry Blossom Festival partnered with 
NewTown Macon and the Macon Arts Alliance in creating and planning a brand new 
event - Drink Pink – to begin “Cherry Blossom Season” in Middle Georgia. 
 
NewTown Macon is a non-profit organization working to 
revitalize downtown Macon, Georgia by growing jobs, increasing 
residents, and creating a sense of place.  Relating to the Cherry 
Blossom Festival, NewTown promotes downtown Macon as a 
primary community gathering place, advocates projects that 
enhance historical and cultural assets, encourages community 
activity that embraces diversity.  
 
Macon Arts Alliance is a non-profit organization that supports, promotes, and advocates 
for the $18 million arts and culture industry in Macon-Bibb County and in 12 Central 
Georgia counties.  It serves more than 50 arts and culture organizations and the fine arts 
programs of five universities throughout the midstate, reaching an audience of more than 
500,000 people. 
 

On Friday, March 4th, 2011 the gallery at Macon Arts Alliance 
hosted an opening reception of the art exhibit, Traditions, 
featuring pink-themed paintings by artist, J. Alan Gibson, and 
hand-made quilts (some featuring cherry blossoms) by Pat 
Smith.  Held from 5 to 8 p.m., the event was free to the public 
and attracted approximately 200 attendees.  With a wink and nod 
to the theme of The Pinkest Party on Earth, Cherry Blossom 
Festival staff created an element that certainly added extra “pink 
pizzazz” to the event – the debut of Drink Pink signature 
cocktails of the 2011 Cherry Blossom Festival. 



 
Local restaurants, organizations, and bars were 
delighted to participate in the event by providing 
complimentary cocktails, punches, and even 
“mocktails” to everyone who attended the art 
opening.  Each drink had a special name in 
keeping with the pink Cherry Blossom Festival 
theme.  Some of the drink names were Blossoms, 
Pink Passion, Petals, The Yoshino, and even The 
Carolyn, named in honor of Cherry Blossom 
Festival founder, Carolyn Crayton!  For 

designated drivers and those with less adventurous tastes, the Cherry Blossom Festival 
provided lemonade and wine – both of them PINK of course!  Event attendees who may 
have enjoyed a particular drink were then encouraged to visit the bar or restaurant that 
featured it for special discounts on another round or two!  This promotion was an 
effective and innovative way to drive traffic to the downtown businesses that were so 
generous in their participation at the event.  Drink Pink was a successful marketing event 
in that it helped promote art sales at the gallery, food and beverage sales at area bars and 
restaurants, and ticket sales for the Cherry Blossom Festival.  It was a winner for all who 
participated! 
 
Because Drink Pink was free to the public and had no admission fee, there were no 
revenues realized.  By partnering with local businesses and Macon Arts Alliance, festival 
organizers were able to secure the advertisement, venue, entertainment, food and 
beverage at a nominal cost to the festival.  Total expenses incurred by the Cherry 
Blossom Festival were $581. 
 
When the Cherry Blossom Festival Think Pink committee set out to create a new 
promotion to benefit the community and the festival it scored big with the Drink Pink 
event.  The attendees were happy, the participants were happy, the organizers were 
happy, and the memories are happy!  Pink art and pink drinks – what better way to create 
a buzz leading up to the Pinkest Party on Earth! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Supporting Question: What challenges/obstacles did you foresee/encounter in 
creating the program, and how did you handle them? 
 
By keeping the concept and event elements simple and uncomplicated, the organizers of 
Drink Pink hoped to eliminate as many obstacles and “hiccups” as possible.  Luckily, the 
event was relatively free of major challenges. 
 
One early and unforeseen challenge was securing staffing for each drink station.  It was 
originally thought that each participating restaurant/bar would serve its own drink, but 
most of them could not spare the staff on a busy Friday night in downtown Macon.  So, 
the Cherry Blossom Festival staff and several volunteers rolled up their sleeves and 
became bartenders for a night!  It resulted in plenty of laughs for everyone as staffers 
mimicked their favorite bartenders and waiters around town. 
 
Another challenge was to ensure that all patrons enjoying alcoholic drinks were of legal 
age.  There was an identification check-point and no problems ensued accordingly. 
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CHERRY BLOSSOM GIFT SHOP NOW OPEN, PRE-FESTIVAL EVENTS START 
 
Macon, GA- The Cherry Blossom Festival announced in a press conference Monday, 
Feb. 28, the gift shop’s new location at 567 Cherry Street in Downtown Macon. Artist 
Sandra Witty was onsite to sign the official 2011 print, “Blossoms on College.” The gift 
shop will sale mugs, art prints, official 2011 pins, and much more. Public hours are 
Monday- Friday, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. and open daily during the festival. The shop will be 
open until April 1, 2011. Space is compliments of David Thompson, Tony Long and 
Gene Dunwody, Jr.  
 
Karen Lambert, Cherry Blossom Festival President and CEO, announced a pre-festival 
event happening March 4, Drink Pink. “We hope you will join us at The Macon Arts 
Alliance for the exciting debut of Cherry Blossom Festival signature cocktails created by 
local restaurants and bars,” Lambert said. Macon Arts Alliance will host a textile show 
and paintings by J. Alan Gibson in the Gallery, with the encouragement to “Drink Pink!” 
Drink Pink is from 5- 8 p.m. and is a free event. 
 
Tickets are now on sale for all Cherry Blossom Events.  Purchase them at 
www.cherryblossom.com or through Mercer Ticket Sales at 478-301-5470.  This year’s 
festival offers favorite events like The Street Party as well as new events like Historic 
Macon’s Decorators Showhouse, High Heels for the Cure and Camel rides in Central 
City Park.  
 
Headliners for the Street Party this year are Big Boi, former member of the hip-hop group 
Outkast, and Jamey Johnson, award winning country singer/ songwriter know around our 
community for his song “Macon.” Historic Macon’s Decorators Showhouse is March 17-



27, 10- 4 p.m., March 18 and 19, 10- 8 p.m. and March 20 and 27 1- 4 p.m. Visitors can 
view the work of 15 interior designers in the historic Orange Street property. The home is 
a green-rehabilitated 1880’s Victorian house. Tickets are $18 in advance and $20 at the 
door and can be purchased through Mercer Ticket Sales. 
 
We are two and a half weeks from the festival, March 18- 27. A full schedule of events is 
online or available in brochure form. Don’t miss the 29th annual Pinkest Party on Earth! 
 
 
 
 

#### 
Macon’s International Cherry Blossom Festival is a non-profit 501(c) (3) organization with an economic 
impact of over 12 million dollars.  Ninety percent of the events over the course of the ten day event are free 
to the public.  The festival is the recipient of 2 Grand Pinnacle Awards from the International Festival and 
Events Association for “Best Festival in the World”, 7 Shining Example Awards from the Southeast 
Tourism Society for “Best Festival in the Southeast”, 2 Best Festival Awards by the Southeast Festivals 
and Events Association for the “Best Festival in the Southeast”, named a Top 100 Event by the American 
Bus Association, and awarded Top 20 Event by the Southeast Tourism Society more than 20 times.  Mark 
your calendars for the 29th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival scheduled for March 18-27, 2011!  
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