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Fiesta® San Antonio Commission 
42. Best Community Outreach 

Program (Benefiting the Community) 
Fiesta Safe Ride Community Partnership 

Background __________________________________________________________ 

Fiesta® San Antonio is one of Texas’ truly unique festivals – a celebration of San 
Antonio’s rich and diverse cultures that dates back 120 years. Approximately 3.5 million 
people enjoy the 11-day citywide celebration each year – with more than 20 percent of 
Fiesta-goers traveling across the state, the nation, and even the world.  

Because of the increase in citywide celebrations and activity on area roadways, a 
community partnership was formed to create a campaign to promote safety and 
responsibility to Fiesta patrons. The goal of the campaign was to help change driver 
behavior, reduce fatalities and to keep area roads and highways safe for the duration of 
Fiesta.    

2011 marked the second year of the “Fiesta Safe Ride” effort which funded free or 
reduced cab rides ($20 vouchers) to and from official Fiesta events. The initiative was led 
by Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and Silver Eagle Distributors, the local 
Anheuser-Busch Distributor and included local partners: Valero Energy Corporation, 
Gabriel’s Wine and Spirits, San Antonio Police Officer’s Association, Yellow Cab, San 
Antonio Taxis, Nationwide Insurance, the San Antonio Fiesta Commission, San Antonio 
Police Department, Bexar County Sheriff’s Department, DWI Task Force, Bexar County 
District Attorney Susan Reed, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and members of 
the San Antonio Traffic Jam Coalition.  

The campaign kicked off with a press event held at Alamo Plaza April 5 and included 
remarks from local partners. Silver Eagle Distributors, TxDOT and MADD distributed 
press releases March 30, April 5, 6 and 14 with information on the “Safe Ride” effort and 
other safety initiatives. 
 
Local media covered the effort with positive news stories and encouraged festival-goers 
to use the program. As a result of the positive news coverage, The Greater San Antonio 
Chamber of Commerce sent out an e-blast letter to all Chamber members April 11 
resulting in praise from its members, Board of Directors and Chairman. 
 
Over the course of the 11-day citywide event, more than 3,000 vouchers were provided to 
Fiesta revelers – a more than fourfold increase over the amount of vouchers provided in 
2010. Unfortunately, because of the overwhelming demand for the program, the funding 
was depleted on Saturday, April 16, and the program was suspended.  
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However, during the 11-day celebration, there were zero alcohol related fatalities, and the 
partnership’s goals were exceeded. San Antonio’s roads were kept safe for the duration of 
Fiesta because the success of the Fiesta Safe Ride program, additional awareness of 
responsible drinking and increased law enforcement. 

Purpose/Objective ___________________________________________________ 

The initiative’s purpose was to help change driver’s behavior, promote responsibility and 
keep San Antonio’s area roadways safe through providing alternative transportation. The 
objectives for 2011 were to increase the number of vouchers used over the 11-day 
celebration to more than 1,000 vouchers and to decrease the number of fatalities during 
Fiesta. 

Overall Effectiveness ________________________________________________ 

For the second year in a row, results on the Fiesta Safe Ride community project were 
very positive. This year more than 3,000 vouchers were provided to and from Fiesta 
events – a 425 percent increase from the 706 vouchers provided the previous year! 
 
The initiative received widespread praise from influential leaders including Mayor Julian 
Castro, Police Chief William McManus, Bexar County District Attorney Susan Reed, 
Bexar County Sheriff Amadeo Ortiz, local business leaders and Fiesta event organizers.  
 
Because of the community praise and positive coverage on the initiative, there was an 
increased demand for the cab rides. Unfortunately, the funds were depleted on Saturday, 
April 16, and the initiative was suspended for the final two days of Fiesta. Both cab 
companies reported they continued to receive calls from festival-goers willing pay full 
fare for rides to and from Fiesta. 
 
The goals of the partnership were not only met, but exceeded. More than 1,000 vouchers 
were provided, zero alcohol related fatalities were reported during the 11-day celebration 
and San Antonio’s roads were kept safe. 

Overall Revenue & Expense Budget ________________________________ 

Approximately $55,850 was raised to support this initiative. The following community 
partnership contributed the following to help support this project: 

• TxDOT ($17,000.00) 
• Silver Eagle Distributors/Anheuser-Busch ($16,000.00) 
• Valero Energy Corporation ($10,000.00) 
• San Antonio Police Officers Association ($4,000.00) 
• Yellow Cab ($3,000.00) 
• Nationwide Insurance ($2,500.00) 
• Gabriel’s Wine and Spirits ($2,500.00) 
• San Antonio Taxis ($850.00) 
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Attendance/Number of Attendees___________________________________ 

More than 3,000 free or reduced cab rides were provided – a 425 percent increase over 
2010.   

Measurable Results__________________________________________________ 

• Zero alcohol or Fiesta related fatalities were reported. 

• More than 3,000 vouchers were provided – an increase of 425 percent from 2010.   

• The initiative has received recognition in other Texas communities and will be 
considered for other state and city festivals and events. 

Supporting Question ________________________________________________ 

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were you 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples. 

The community partnership made some significant changes to the program in 2011 
including: 

• Increased funding of the program from $11,093.00 to $55,850.00 – a 403% 
increase. 

• Increased partnership with additional supporters – both monetary and in-kind 
support. 

• Increased program timeframe – from noon to 11 p.m. in 2010 to noon to midnight 
in 2011. Also provided vouchers to and from events. In 2010, vouchers were only 
provided from events. 

• Increased participating cab companies by adding San Antonio Taxis as a vendor 
for the program. 

• Increased number of rides provided from 706 to above 3,000. 

Supporting Materials ________________________________________________ 
  
San Antonio Greater Chamber of Commerce e-blast and comments 
TxDOT Press Release – March 30, 2011 
MADD Media Advisory – April 5, 2011 
Silver Eagle Distributors Press Release – April 6, 2011 
TxDOT Press Release – April 14, 2011 
MADD News Conference Photos 
Fiesta Facebook promotion of taxi voucher program 
Silver Eagle Distributors Ad – ran in the Southside Reporter 
Selected news coverage 
 
 



 

 
Fiesta Safe Ride Program 

April 11, 2011 
Dear Chamber Members and Friends, 
 
I hope you are enjoying a great Fiesta season! The Greater San Antonio Chamber of 
Commerce is honored to have been a part of its history and is proud of all the great 
programs this festival brings to our community.  

While this is a great time of year for our city, we also know it has the potential for 
terrible tragedy that we must all work together to avoid for the sake of all our families 
and friends.  

As you are enjoying the many events, I want to encourage you to be sure to pass along 
an important life-saving opportunity to all your family, friends and employees that is 
offered by a valued Chamber member. Silver Eagle Distributors, the local Anheuser-
Busch distributor, in partnership with TxDOT, Nationwide Insurance, the San Antonio 
Police Officers Association and numerous local organizations, are encouraging Fiesta-
goers to enjoy this time to the fullest, and to plan ahead, use alternative transportation, 
designate a driver or volunteer to be a designated driver during this year’s Fiesta 
events. 

This partnership funds the Fiesta Safe Ride program which will offer free or reduced 
fare taxi rides to and from Fiesta events to festival goers 21 years and older. Silver 
Eagle wants to ensure that adults who choose to consume alcoholic beverages do so 
responsibly and have a plan to make it home safely. I applaud their proactive efforts to 
keep our families safe. 

The positive impact that this program had on the community last year encouraged 
partners to extend the campaign by increasing funds, extending hours of service and 
incorporating two taxi companies, Yellow Cab and San Antonio Taxis. To take 
advantage of the program Fiesta-goers should plan ahead by calling Yellow Cab at 
(210) 222-2222 or San Antonio Taxis (210) 444-2222 before attending events to ensure 



they have a designated driver to and from Fiesta events. The rides are valued at $20.00 
per ride, and are available now through Sunday, April 17, 2011, from 12 p.m. to 12 
a.m.  

Have a safe Fiesta. Viva! 

 
Richard Perez 
President and CEO 
The Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
602 East Commerce St. 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
(210) 229-2100 
www.sachamber.org 
 
Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce Member Responses from E-blast 
  
“A quick note to thank you for your company’s contribution to provide taxi vouchers for 
Fiesta participants.  Nice mention in today’s paper.  Your donation is very generous and a 
great community service.  I know that Susan Reed made a PR splash regarding a crackdown 
on DWIs – which is appropriate – but I wanted to find out if she gave Silver Eagle credit for 
helping to keep our roads safe?  If not, that’s too bad.   Separately, would it be appropriate for 
the Chamber to remind our membership of what you are offering Fiesta participants?   Again, 
thanks for all you do in the community and I’ll see you soon.” 
  
--Jim Greenwood, VP for Governmental Affairs, Valero & 2012 Chairman for the SA Greater 
Chamber of Commerce 

“VIVA!!!!!!!!!!  Thank you for all you are doing to make Fiesta fun and SAFE.  
Excellent!!!!!!” 
 
--Sam Dawson, CEO, Pape-Dawson Engineers, Inc. & 2011 Chairman for the SA Greater 
Chamber of Commerce 

 “GREAT job – this is great!” 
 
--Chris Derby, San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo Corporate Relations & Marketing Director 
 
“I’ve been hearing an awful lot about this “Safe Ride Program” on the news, radio, paper, 
and emails…you guys are really providing an AWESOME Community Service and kudos to 
Silver Eagle!!” 
 
--Gary Schaefer, Owner, The Total Source 
 



 
 
 

3500 NW Loop 410 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

 
 

TxDOT’s five goals: reduce congestion, enhance safety, expand economic opportunity, 
 improve air quality and increase the value of transportation assets. 

 

 
 
Samuel.Aguirre, Traffic Safety Specialist 
Tel: (210) 731-5220 Cell (210) 414-9995 
samuel.aguirre@txdot.gov 
 

 

TxDOT Prepares for FIESTA and Plans Ahead! 
 

TxDOT to unveil a FREE Taxi service during Fiesta  
 
[San Antonio, Texas] – Last year there were five alcohol related fatalities during FIESTA week 
and 495 alcohol related arrests during the month of April, according to the San Antonio Police 
Department.  This year, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will expand their 
community traffic safety project by offering more safety rides during FIESTA.  TxDOT will invest 
$17,000.00 which is also the average cost of a DWI and converting those funds into 850 safety 
rides valued up to $20.00 each.  TxDOT is also partnering with Silver Eagle Distributors, who 
will contribute 250 additional safety rides.  TxDOT has contracted with Yellow Cab who will also 
provide an additional 75 safety rides and San Antonio Taxis who will produce public service 
announcements during FIESTA week.   
 
The safety rides for most will be FREE however, for others living in outline areas it will be at a 
reduced cost.  Regardless if your ride is FREE or at a reduced amount it is still a great value 
and a lot less than the cost of an average DWI.  TxDOT will begin the safety project on Friday, 
April 8 through Sunday, April 17, 2011 from 12:00, Noon – 12:00, Midnight. 
 
“TxDOT encourages everyone to enjoy FIESTA however, do so safely.  Plan ahead and call a 
taxi or have a ‘PASS’, Person Appointed to Stay Sober” said Samuel Aguirre, Traffic Safety 
Specialist for the Texas Department of Transportation Traffic Operations Division.  “We look 
forward to another great year of FIESTA and ask all festival-goers to make smart choices,” said 
John L. Nau, President and CEO Silver Eagle Distributors.  “If  your plans include alcohol, 
remember to celebrate responsibly and don’t forget to include the most important part of the 
celebration – the designated driver.  Alcohol-related crashes are 100 percent preventable.”  
 
To schedule a FREE or reduced fare taxi you must call San Antonio Taxis at: 210-444-2222 or 
Yellow Cab at: 210-222-2222 during the above scheduled dates and times.  The FREE service 
is only for adults 21 years of age and older and those that are planning to indulge in an adult 
beverage.  
 
 

### 
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CONTACTS: 
Jennifer Northway, Executive Director Samuel Aguirre, Traffic Safety Specialist - TxDOT 
(210) 393-6650, Jennifer.Northway@madd.org (210) 414-9995, Samuel.Aguirre@txdot.gov 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Plan Ahead and Designate a Driver this Fiesta 

Pass the keys to a sober driver or pass them to local law enforcement 
 

 

WHO: Jennifer Northway, Mothers Against Drunk Driving  

Terry Pence, Texas Department of Transportation 

 Chip Rich, Bexar County District Attorney’s Office 

Chief William McManus, San Antonio Police Department 

Robert Cevallos, Silver Eagle Distributors 

 

WHEN/WHERE: Tuesday – April 5th  

Alamo Plaza at 10:00 am 

 
WHY:  Drunk driving in Bexar County is on the rise.  More than three million people, both locals and tourists, 

will celebrate Fiesta San Antonio from April 7th through April 17th.  Fiesta San Antonio is a celebration 

of our history and our culture – a celebration of life.  However, drunk driving and underage drinking in 

San Antonio threatens that celebration and for many families turns into tragedy.   

 

  This Fiesta, members of the community including Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), the Bexar 

County DWI Task Force, the Greater San Antonio Transportation Company (Yellow Cab), Nationwide, 

San Antonio Police Department, San Antonio Police Officers Association, San Antonio Taxi, Silver Eagle 

Distributors, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), and Valero have committed to 

providing resources that allow adults to enjoy Fiesta and get home safely.  Adults over 21 can receive 

a free $20 cab ride from their home or hotel to a Fiesta event (or vice versa) provided by TxDOT, Silver 

Eagle Distributors, Yellow Cab, San Antonio Taxi, Nationwide and San Antonio Police Officers 

Association.  Through community education efforts, MADD and Valero will be encouraging all adults to 

commit to passing the keys to a sober driver – now and throughout the year.   

 

  As a reminder from TxDOT, the public can choose their ride: cab or cops!  For those that don’t use a 

designated, sober driver, the San Antonio Police Department along with other area law enforcement 

will be available to transport them to jail on driving while intoxicated charges.  Additionally, District 

Attorney Susan Reed has implemented the ‘No Refusal’ program for the week of Fiesta.  Simply put, 

there will be no tolerance if you choose to drink and drive during Fiesta.   
 

VIDEO-OP: Taxi’s provided by San Antonio Taxi and Yellow Cab, San Antonio Police Department’s mobile breath 

testing vehicle (BAT mobile), promotional materials distributed by MADD and TxDOT 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Sonya Medina Williams, Silver Eagle Distributors, L. P. 

  Ph: (210) 683-0251, E-mail: smedina@sedbud.net 
 

   

  
 

Celebrate this Fiesta with a Designated Driver! 
Silver Eagle Distributors/Bud Light Partnership will Create SAFE Roadways to 

and from FIESTA events 
 
SAN ANTONIO (April 7, 2011) – Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P., the local Anheuser-Busch 
distributor, in partnership with TxDOT, Nationwide Insurance, the San Antonio Police Officers 
Association and numerous local organizations, are encouraging Fiesta goers to plan ahead, use 
alternative transportation, designate a driver or volunteer to be a designated driver during this 
year’s Fiesta events. The partnership will fund the Fiesta Safe Ride program which will offer free 
or reduced fare taxi rides to and from Fiesta events to festival goers 21 years and older. Silver 
Eagle wants to ensure that adults who choose to consume alcoholic beverages do so responsibly 
and have a plan to make it home safely. 
 
In an effort to increase safety during Fiesta, Silver Eagle is proud to renew its partnership with 
the Fiesta Safe Ride program. The positive impact that the program had on the community last 
year has encouraged partners to extend the campaign by increasing funds, extending hours of 
service and incorporating two taxi companies, Yellow Cab and San Antonio Taxis. Fiesta-goers 
should plan ahead by calling Yellow Cab or San Antonio Taxis before attending events to ensure 
they have a designated driver to and from Fiesta events. The rides are valued at $20.00 per ride, 
and will be available Friday, April 8, 2011 through Sunday, April 17, 2011 from 12 p.m. to 12 
a.m.  
 
 “We ask all festival-goers to make smart choices. If your plans include alcohol, remember to 
celebrate responsibly and don’t forget to include the most important part of any celebration – the 
designated driver,” said John L. Nau, president and CEO of Silver Eagle Distributors.  
 
This partnership, combined with public education and awareness efforts, works to help reduce 
alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes and fatalities on our Texas highways and roads. Other key 
community partners in this effort include: Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Bexar County DWI 
Task Force, Circles of San Antonio Coalition, San Antonio Police Department and Texas 
Alcohol Beverage Commission. 
 
In addition to participating in this critical effort, Silver Eagle will implement supplementary 
responsibility messages and programs into Fiesta events, retail accounts and through local media 
outlets. Additionally, the company’s We I.D. program is being offered to event organizers and 



retail accounts to help deter minors from attempting to purchase alcohol, as well as train servers 
on checking identification and identifying false identification.  
 
Silver Eagle will also be signing up designated drivers at various Fiesta events including 
FIESTA! FIESTA! at Alamo Plaza, Fiesta de los Reyes and the Ft. Sam Houston Fiesta 
Fireworks. Patrons who sign up will join the more than 137 million American adults age 21 and 
older that have either been a designated driver or been driven home by one, according to a 2010 
survey conducted by GfK Custom Research North America® 
 
To reserve your free or reduced fare taxi call Yellow Cab at (210) 222-2222 or San Antonio 
Taxis at (210) 444-2222. For more information on Anheuser-Busch and Silver Eagle Distributors 
community-based programs that promote responsible drinking, prevent underage drinking and 
drunk driving and address college issues visit www.beeresponsible.com. 
 
 
About Silver Eagle Distributors 
Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P. is the nation's largest Anheuser-Busch distributor and one of the 
largest Grupo Modelo distributors in the country. Silver Eagle employs more than 1,200 
employees that serve 16 counties in Texas through operations in Houston, San Antonio, Conroe, 
Cypress and Rosenberg. Silver Eagle also distributes a broad selection of import brands, 
microbrews and craft beers and several non-alcohol beverages and waters. For more information, 
visit www.wideworldofbud.com; www.silvereagle.com; or www.craftbrews.com. 
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TxDOT’s five goals: reduce congestion, enhance safety, expand economic opportunity, 
 improve air quality and increase the value of transportation assets. 
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FIESTA Safe Ride Program Proves to be Successful  
 

 Community partnership expands to save more lives during Fiesta. 
 

[San Antonio, Texas] – TxDOT is proud to report that no alcohol or Fiesta related 
fatalities have been reported from the start of Fiesta through Noon today and more 
motorists are planning ahead this Fiesta instead of risking a DWI. “The project is 
already a success; we have exceeded our goal of 1,000 safe rides and have 
provided 1,552 rides as of this morning.  This is 846 more than last year’s grand 
total,” said Samuel Aguirre, TxDOT Traffic Safety Specialist.   
 
Because of the demand for this community program, existing and additional partners 
have united to expand funding of the community program by $20,850. Valero Energy 
Corporation has generously committed to support the program with a contribution of 
$10,000. “The free cab ride program has been a huge success this Fiesta.   Many 
thanks to Valero for their generous donation to ensure the rides will be available 
through the end of Fiesta.   Valero is indeed a responsible corporate citizen, helping 
to keep our streets safe,” said Susan D. Reed, District Attorney of Bexar County. 

 
In addition to securing Valero’s support, Silver Eagle Distributors was also able to 
secure new partner Gabriel’s Wine and Spirits with $2,500 and San Antonio Taxis 
with $850. Because of the success of the program, existing partners have also 
agreed to increase their commitments, including: $3,500 from Silver Eagle 
Distributors/Anheuser-Busch, $2,500 from San Antonio Police Officers Association 
and $1,500 from Yellow Cab. With these new commitments, the Fiesta Safe Ride 
program’s budget will total $55,850. This support from local corporate and 
community leaders will enable the Fiesta Safe Ride program to run for the duration 
of Fiesta. 
 
“We want to thank the new partners for joining Silver Eagle Distributors in supporting 
this critical effort to help keep our roads and highways safe during Fiesta,” said 
Sonya Medina Williams, Vice President of Community and External Affairs of Silver 
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Eagle Distributors. “If your plans include alcohol, remember to celebrate 
responsibly.” 
 
TxDOT applauds Valero Energy Corporation and all the partners that are supporting 
our efforts to make Texas highways and roadways safer for all.  The free or reduced 
fare rides will run through 12 Midnight Sunday, April 17, 2011. 
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How to get a free designated driver during Fiesta  
http://www.woai.com/news/local/story/How-to-get-a-free-designated-driver-during-
Fiesta/yKXAB3vTbEStommtWGjYvA.cspx  

Tuesday, April 5, 2011 
 
SAN ANTONIO - Last year there were five alcohol related fatalities during Fiesta week and 502 
alcohol related arrests during the month of April, according to the San Antonio Police 
Department. This year the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will expand their 
community traffic safety project by offering more safety rides during FIESTA. 
 
TxDOT will invest $17,000, which is also the average cost of a DWI, and converting those funds 
into 850 safety rides valued up to $20 each. TxDOT is also partnering with Silver Eagle 
Distributors, who will contribute 250 additional safety rides. TxDOT has contracted with San 
Antonio Taxis and Yellow Cab. 
 
The FREE safety rides will be offered for adults 21 years and older. TxDOT will begin the safety 
project on Friday, April 8 through Sunday, April 17, 2011 from 12 Noon - 12 Midnight. 
 
To schedule a FREE or reduced fare cab you must call San Antonio Taxis at 210-444-2222 or 
Yellow Cab at: 210-222-2222 during the above scheduled dates and times. 

 

 



 
Don't become a DWI statistic 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Don-t-become-a-DWI-statistic-
1325831.php#ixzz1Kkn2UxBS 

Thursday, April 7, 2011  

Fiesta is a time for parties and parades. It's also a time for drinking. 

Is that why April is San Antonio's deadliest month for alcohol-related traffic accidents? That's 
the troubling question raised by Express-News staff writers John Tedesco and Karisa King in this 
week's Sunday Focus, “Our drinking problem.” 

Over the past three years, there have been a total of 29 DWI fatalities in April. That's about 50 
percent more than in the next deadliest month, June, and more than twice the number in nine of 
the 10 remaining months. 

No data exist tying lethal wrecks involving alcohol to official Fiesta events. The spike in DWI 
fatalities may simply be a function of the party atmosphere that prevails in San Antonio for much 
of the month. Either way, the numbers highlight a serious problem. 

The Fiesta celebration kicks off this year in the shadow of three high-profile DWI incidents that 
have taken the lives of two San Antonio police officers and maimed a third one. Those incidents, 
along with the release of a man convicted in the DWI death of a prominent neurosurgeon after 
serving only five months of a 10-year sentence, have prompted a needed debate about how law 
enforcement and the criminal justice system deal with drunk drivers. 

More important, the recent focus on the lethal consequences of driving while impaired should 
compel everyone to reevaluate their commitment to drinking responsibly. That should be true at 
all times, not only during the civic festivities of Fiesta. 

Uniformed police officers and agents of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission will be at 
Fiesta events helping ensure that vendors don't serve inebriated or underage drinkers. “No-
refusal” rules for sobriety testing will be in effect during the 11 days of Fiesta. 

Ultimately, however, it is up to Fiesta-goers to be responsible for their actions. 



Know your limits. Rely on designated drivers. Take advantage of free or reduced-fare cab rides 
home, a service provided to Fiesta revelers by a partnership between the Texas Department of 
Transportation, Silver Eagle Distributors, San Antonio Taxis and Yellow Cab. 

Don't become a DWI statistic or, worse, make someone else a statistic. 

In moderation, drinking has its proper place in the merriment of Fiesta. In excess, it's a threat to 
public safety. Police officers, prosecutors, judges, vendors and the public need to confront the 
problem of drunk driving accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Program Helps Fiesta Goers Get Home Safe  
 
http://www.foxsanantonio.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/vid_5599.shtml 
 
Thursday, April 7, 2011 
By: JT Street 
 
For the second straight year, the "Fiesta Safe Ride" program will ferry Fiesta-goers to and from 
events for reduced fares. 
 
The program provides area cab companies with vouchers good for $20 off any fare to or from a 
Fiesta event. 
 
And as JT Street reports, those looking to get those cheap rates - had better call ahead. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Taxi voucher program gets in gear 
Folks can avoid DWIs by calling cabs for rides to, from Fiesta. 
 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Taxi-voucher-program-gets-in-
gear-1327834.php#ixzz1KkmeGgnm 
 
Friday, April 8, 2011  
By: Eva Ruth Moravec 

•  

A Fiesta taxi voucher program that begins today with twice the funding that it had last year 
offers cascarones-crackers and parade-watchers a pre-paid avenue to avoid drinking and driving.  

From today through April 17, between noon and midnight, anyone over age 21 may call Yellow 
Cab or San Antonio Taxis to request a ride to and from a residence or hotel to any official Fiesta 
event. The drivers will have a $20 voucher for them, and riders are responsible for tips and any 
costs above $20, officials said. 

“What we're trying to do is remove drunken drivers from the streets and to make our highways 
safe,” said Sam Aguirre, a traffic safety specialist at the Texas Department of Transportation, 



which gathers funding for and organizes the $35,000 program. “We want to make sure that all of 
the people are safe at Fiesta events.”  

TxDOT itself is funding half of this year's voucher program by dedicating $17,000 — an amount 
Aguirre said represents the average cost of a DWI arrest.  

Other funding came from Silver Eagle Distributors, which donated $12,500 to this year's effort, 
some $10,000 more than last year; $2,500 from Nationwide Insurance; and $1,500 each from the 
San Antonio Police Officers Association and Yellow Cab of San Antonio. 

Last year's funding paid for 706 vouchers, which covered a $25 cab fare. Aguirre said the 
amount was decreased this year because on average, people who used last year's vouchers took 
trips that cost between $8 and $15.  

“For most of the people inner-city, the ride will probably be free,” Aguirre said. “For people 
going to Loop 1604 and beyond, the average cost of a cab ride is $35.”  

Some 960independently contracted drivers — 750 in Yellow Cab taxis and 210 who drive for 
San Antonio Taxis — will be working during this year's Fiesta, the companies said.  

John Bouloubasis, Yellow Cab of San Antonio's president, said that by taking cabs downtown, 
Fiesta revelers will avoid traffic and parking costs along with the risk of getting behind the 
wheel intoxicated.  

Vouchers may not be used to transport people from one Fiesta event to another, officials said.  

“By encouraging San Antonio residents and visitors to plan ahead, TxDOT makes San Antonio's 
roads safer and makes Fiesta more enjoyable for all,” Bouloubasis said. 

Neither Yellow Cab nor San Antonio Taxis makes money on the event, according to their 
presidents, but independent contract drivers do, and redeem the vouchers to their companies 
for cash.  

“We wanted to give an opportunity to people who want to go out there, get a few drinks, and 
don't want to take a chance and drive their car back and forth,” said San Antonio Taxis president 
Al Nasseri. “This is a chance to provide transportation that really contributes to saving lives.”  

 
 
 



 
 

S.A. bartenders get the Fiesta spirit 
Several bars and restaurants have created specialty cocktails to enjoy during Fiesta. 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/enie/article/Fiesta-spirit-1334223.php#ixzz1KkmTGTel 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011  
By: Jennifer McInnis  

The spirit of Fiesta is everywhere, and several bars and restaurants have created specialty 
cocktails to enjoy if you're looking for a quick escape from festival events. Recipes are included 
for those who want to try them at home. These cocktails are available on menus through the end 
of Fiesta on April 17. 
 
While the festival is 11 days of parties and libations, it's important to make plans if you're going 
to drink. 
 
Silver Eagle Distributors, the local Anheuser-Busch distributor, has partnered with organizations 
such as TxDOT, Nationwide Insurance and the San Antonio Police Officers Association to 
encourage people to party responsibly throughout Fiesta. 
 
"We ask all festival-goers to make smart choices. If your plans include alcohol, remember to 
celebrate responsibly and don't forget to include the most important part of any celebration — 
the designated driver," John L. Nau, president and CEO of Silver Eagle Distributors, said in a 
media release. 
 
Call participating companies Yellow Cab or San Antonio Taxis before attending events to ensure 
you have a designated driver to and from events. The rides are free (up to $20 per ride; riders pay 
any additional fees), and will be available from noon to midnight through April 17. 
 
To reserve your free or reduced-fare taxi call Yellow Cab at 210-222-2222 or San Antonio Taxis 
at 210-444-2222. 

 
 
 

 



 

Fiesta Safe Ride program offered 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Fiesta-Safe-Ride-program-offered-
1335548.php#ixzz1KkkmJQBf 

Thursday, April 14, 2011  

Silver Eagle Distributors, the local Anheuser-Busch distributor, in partnership with TxDOT, 
Nationwide Insurance, the San Antonio Police Officers Association and numerous local 
organizations, want Fiesta-goers to plan ahead, use alternative transportation, designate a driver 
or volunteer to be a designated driver during this year's Fiesta events.  

The partnership is funding the Fiesta Safe Ride program, which will offer free or reduced fare 
taxi rides to and from Fiesta events to festival goers 21 years and older. 

The rides are valued at $20 per ride, and will be available through Sunday from noon 
to midnight. 

“We ask all festival-goers to make smart choices,” said John L. Nau, president and CEO of 
Silver Eagle Distributors. 

“If your plans include alcohol, remember to celebrate responsibly and don't forget to include the 
most important part of any celebration — the designated driver,” he added.  

To reserve your free or reduced fare taxi, call Yellow Cab at 210-222-2222 or San Antonio Taxis 
at 210-444-2222 

 
 
 

 

 



 
Free Cab Program Proves To Be Fiesta Success 
Businesses Chip In Extra $20,000 To Keep Program Going 

http://www.ksat.com/news/27552423/detail.html  

Thursday, April 14, 2011 
By: Tim Gerber 
   
SAN ANTONIO -- A program aimed at reducing the number of drunk drivers on local roads 
during Fiesta seems to be wildly popular with revelers.  
 
The Fiesta Safe Ride program, which offers $20 vouchers for free cab rides to and from Fiesta 
events, is so popular the Texas Department of Transportation and several partners had to pump 
more money into it Thursday afternoon.  
 
Originally funded with $35,000 from TXDOT, Silver Eagle Distributors and several other local 
businesses and groups, the program was running out of money just half way through Fiesta.  
According to Samuel Aguirre with TXDOT, as of Thursday morning, 1,552 free cab rides had 
been used.  
 
That overshoots their goal of 1,000 rides and blows away last year's total of 846 free rides.  
"We feel that this program is working; it's a success," Aguirre said. "People are now planning 
ahead and choosing to be responsible and take a cab home versus risking and getting a DWI 
during Fiesta."  
 
With a $10,000 donation from Valero and an additional $10,850 from the other partners, the 
program is now funded with $55,850.  
 
Several people at A Night In Old San Antonio said they took advantage of the program because 
they wanted to have fun without worrying about getting home safely.  
 
"It's just safer. You got a bunch of families out here having fun so it's safer to take the cab and 
just be good," Josh Haire said after arriving in a Yellow Cab.  
 
Even those who aren't using the $20 vouchers had made plans to find a safe ride home.  
"We have a designated driver he's right over there," Liz Trevino said with a stack of beer cups in 
her hand. "There's five us riding in one car so we're going to have fun tonight and go with our 
DD."  



 
To take advantage of the program you can call Yellow Cab or San Antonio Taxi to pick you up 
and drop you off at Fiesta events. All rides up to $20 are free. The safe ride program ends at 
noon on Sunday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Thousands take advantage of free taxi rides for Fiesta  
http://www.kens5.com/home/Thousands-take-advantage-of-free-taxi-rides-for-Fiesta-
119952609.html#  

Friday, April 15, 2011  

SAN ANTONIO - Thanks to additional donations, totaling more than $20,000 made by Silver 
Eagle and Valero late Thursday, TxDOT said it will have enough money to continue offering 
free taxi rides through the end of Fiesta. 

The free ride program has so far exceeded TxDOT’s expectations as more than 1,600 people as 
of Friday afternoon had taken advantage of the free rides – nearly a thousand more than last year. 

Cab driver John Kress of San Antonio Taxis said he believe the program has cut down on the 
number of drunk drivers out on the road. 

"I think what they are doing is a benefit to the city,” he explained.  “It's a benefit to the people 
out on the road, and I really like this program a lot." 

Also in an effort to curb drunk driving, the San Antonio Police Department has increased DWI 
enforcement this Fiesta.  As of Friday afternoon, 172 people in the past week have been arrested 
for DWI.   

 

 

 

 

 



 
Free Fiesta cab rides are over 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Free-Fiesta-cab-rides-are-over-
1340174.php#ixzz1KkmDoZSs 

Saturday, April 16, 2011  
By: Guillermo X. Garcia 

Although it provided 1,750 more cab rides than the 1,000 initially planned, the Texas 
Department of Transportation's free Fiesta program ended Saturday, overwhelmed by 
its popularity. 

TxDOT spokesman Sam Aguirre said that even with a $20,000 last-minute boost from area 
businesses, the money ran out by midday. 

But the full-bore anti-drinking-and-driving effort by local police and state troopers will continue 
through the end of Fiesta today, he said. 

Donors who kicked in for the taxi program included Silver Eagle Distributors, Valero Energy, 
Gabriel's Wine and Liquor, Nationwide Insurance, the San Antonio Police Officers' Association, 
San Antonio Taxi and Yellow Cab.  

“After doing the math, we pulled the plug on the cabs program,” Aguirre said. “But we are 
excited with the number of free cab rides we were able to provide and we feel that numerous 
lives were saved, which was the intent of the program.” 

Aguirre stressed that “the education and enforcement components (are) still going on 100 percent 
and will continue, because we want to ensure that all Fiesta-goers do the right thing.” 

With a stepped-up enforcement effort — last year's DWI arrest total of 169 during Fiesta was 
surpassed Friday evening — officials promoted designated drivers as an alternative to free cabs. 

And “even if people have to pay the full cab fare, that will be a lot cheaper than paying the 
$17,000 average it costs for a DWI arrest,” Aguirre said.  

 

 



 

KLRN:  Texas Cavaliers’ Fiesta Parade 

TV Interview: (Sonya Medina Williams, VP, Community and External Affairs, SED-West) 

http://video.klrn.org/video/1879227856/ 

FYI: 11:40 minutes into video. 

 
 
 



Pre-Fiesta Mothers Against Drunk Driving news conference



Pre-Fiesta Mothers Against Drunk Driving news conference



Robert Cevallos of Silver Eagle promotes 
the taxi voucher program at the MADD 
news conference in front of the Alamo.
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