


























































It’s the perfect blend between Old World charm and 21st Century
charisma. Stroll medieval streets with Gothic cathedrals and
Renaissance châteaus, or explore sophisticated politics, international
trade, or scientific discovery. The Memphis in May International
Festival’s 2011 honored country balances its historical legacy and
its unique role of leadership within the modern world by offering
visitors the best of heritage and urban prosperity.

The Kingdom of Belgium, humble in size with a mere 12,000 square
miles and almost 11 million citizens, is a giant in character and
opportunity. The country offers unique perspectives with dazzling
differences. The complexity of its progressive government system
combines with the heritage and pageantry of a royal family and
constitutional monarchy. With more than 90 percent of its population
living in urban areas like Brussels, Antwerp, Charleroi, Ghent and
Liège, the country presents metropolitan cities which make it one of
the most prosperous countries in Europe, contrasted against large
beautiful rural landscapes, national parks and nature reserves.

Visitors to Belgium will enjoy visits to two uniquely different but
equally fascinating areas, each boasting distinctive charm, culture,
history and breathtaking places of interest. The French-speaking

southern region of Wallonia is graced by beautiful landscapes of flowing rivers, rolling
hills and the forested Ardennes, punctuated with cathedrals, castles, picturesque caves,
legendary battlefields and cities rich in industrial heritage. The Dutch-speaking northern
region of Flanders is famous for elegant architecture, art museums and historical trading
cities like Bruges and Ghent. The metropolitan capital of Brussels, with a population
just exceeding one million citizens (presenting its own dichotomy of antiquities and
advancement), serves as an appropriate gateway to these uniquely captivating regions.

Belgium’s divergent menu continues. Renaissance and Baroque masters like Jan van
Eyck and Peter Paul Rubens opened an artistic legacy that later advanced into the

contrasting surrealistic prominence from René Magritte and the avant-garde
COBRA movement (but don’t underestimate Belgium’s claim to artistic “comic
strip” masterpieces!). Architecturally, the intricate Neo-Gothic carvings of the
Maison du Roi at Brussels’ Grand Place stands, literally, in contrast to the Art
Nouveau prominence through structures like Victor Horta’s Tassel House.

But whether Flanders or Wallonia, Renaissance or surreal, Old World or 21st
Century, rural or metropolitan, Neo-
Gothic or Art Nouveau, tapestry or
comic strip... many things bring all
Belgians together, and all tourists to
Belgium. This spectacular European
country satisfies all with its unique menu
of chocolate, festivals, waffles, lace,
folklore, and more... all of which add to
the kaleidoscopic splendor of Belgium.
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This Curriculum Guide is researched and developed each year by the Memphis in May

International Festival to provide a comprehensive educational review of its annual honored
country. It is provided to elementary, middle and high school teachers to serve as a teaching

tool, offering practical activities and lesson plans to help students explore that country’s history, culture,
geography, politics and lifestyle. It is also developed to address critical SPI teaching standards as directed by
the Tennessee Department of Education. Memphis in May thanks those who have helped to make the 2010
- 2011 exploration of Belgium a reality through the development of this guide. We also thank Memphis City
and Shelby County School Commissions and Administrations and The Commercial Appeal for their support.
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honoring and exploring countries around the
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The Memphis in May International Festival, working hand-in-hand with Memphis City Schools
and The Commercial Appeal, is proud to present this Curriculum Guide and to make it available
to all Memphis and Shelby County elementary, middle and senior high public and private schools.

How to Use This Guide
This guide is divided into four grade sections to offer teachers appropriate educational tools for students.
Sections offer practical applications of important teaching standards, including English, Foreign Language,
Math, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, and others, including individual or classroom projects and worksheets.

PAGES

1-14
PAGES

15-26
PAGES

27-40
PAGES

41-54
PAGES

55-67
PAGES

68-72
SPI
English11,12.spi.1.01
Art9-12.spi.4.1

SS / World Hist.9-12.spi.3.1

INCLUDES CORRESPONDING SPI’s   To assist teachers, many of the
activities throughout this guide are labeled with appropriate State Performance
Indicator numbers (SPI#), as developed by the Tennessee Department of Education.
Teachers are still encouraged to check their SPI guideline documents to assure that
each of the activities corresponds with their classroom curriculum lessons.

INTRODUCTORY PAGES  -  These pages include important information
about the 2011 Curriculum Guide and an overview of the festival’s honored
country of Belgium, with helpful information and quizzes for all grades.

KINDERGARTEN - 2ND GRADE UNIT  -  Allow your students a little
time playing and learning in Belgium. Walk your students through Belgian
stories, comics, castles and cities. With your help, they’ll even have the
chance to stage their own Belgian carnival!

3RD - 5TH GRADE UNIT  -  This is a unit packed with Belgian paintings,
tapestries and, most importantly, Belgian chocolate. However, there are
also plenty of lessons, and your students can even learn whether they are
“Smarter Than a Belgian Fifth Grader.”

6TH - 8TH GRADE UNIT  -  Like comparing dark chocolate to milk
chocolate, students will compare the unique aspects of Belgium to similar
U.S. traits. Students will walk the streets of Belgian cities, explore paintings,
proverbs, history, geography, Belgian foods, and more.

9TH - 12TH GRADE UNIT  -  Defined, even divided, by geography,
opposing sides of historic battles, even linguistic differences, your senior
high students will find much to study and discuss within the boundaries of
this rather small European country.

INFORMATION PAGES  -  Important information about the 2011 Memphis
in May Education Program, including contests and opportunities for students
and details of the festival’s salute to Belgium; book and website resources
and answers to this guide’s puzzles and activities.

Table of Contents
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Châteaux de Modave in Wallonia

Grand Place in capital city of Brussels

By geographic size, Belgium is one of the smaller countries in Europe, about the size of the
state of Maryland. Belgium has a population of almost 11 million citizens, with 90 percent

living in urban centers. This leaves large areas of
farmland in the north and vast natural areas of forested land and
rolling hills in the south, many of which have been preserved
and protected as national parks and reserves. Aside from
geographic differences, Belgium is also divided into regions by
language, with the Dutch-speaking northern region of Flanders
and the French-speaking southern region of Wallonia. A
significant German-speaking population lives in a smaller eastern
area of the country. And these are more than just language
preferences... governmental and constitutional reforms were
brought about to address linguistic representation. Both Flanders
and Wallonia have their own regional governmental
administrations, as does the capital of Brussels.

Throughout the country one will see influences of different
foreign powers and artistic styles. For centuries before gaining
independence in the 1830s, the landscapes of Belgium were at
some time inhabited and ruled by Celtic and Germanic peoples
like the Gauls and the Belgae, by the Romans, the Franks, French,
Spanish, Burgundians, Austrians and Dutch. Their influences
dot the country’s architecture and culture. Architecture, whether
it’s universities, châteaus or public buildings, display many of
Europe’s finest examples of Romanesque, Gothic,
Baroque, Neo-Classical and Art Nouveau styles.
Similarly, one of the world’s finest traditions in art
also spans more than one golden age of artistic styles,
filling museums like the Rubenshuis and the Musée
Royaux des Beaux-Arts. These museums house
examples of Renaissance realism and portraiture,
Baroque, Neo-Classicism, Romantic, Expressionism
and Surrealism by masters like Jan van Eyck, Peter
Paul Rubens, James Ensor, René Magritte, and
others. The artistic expression of Belgium’s comic
strip industry, one of the world’s most prolific, must
also be noted. Art even merged with architecture, as
evidenced through the stained glass of Belgium’s
cathedrals and the world’s finest traditions in tapestry.
Even Belgian fashion became art, from the legacy of intricate lacework to the country’s contemporary
fashion industry which explodes in Antwerp, home to the illustrious Belgian Royal Academy of Fine Arts.

Belgian cuisine is exceptional, not only in taste, but in quality, whether it is a fine sandwich or a multi-course
meal. Top chefs and fine dining restaurants throughout the country feature creative versions of regional
specialties made with the freshest ingredients. Specialties include moules-frites, featuring steaming plates of

mussels served with fries, the hearty carbonnades flamandes casserole, waterzooi stew, and flamiche

The Country of Belgium at a Glance
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aux poireaux. Located on the North Sea, Belgium has many fine dishes infused with a fresh
selection of seafood. The country, of course, is also famous for its pâtisseries (bakeries), selections
of cheeses, assortments of beers, and world-famous Belgian waffles and chocolates.

Sharing borders with France, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and the North Sea, Belgium has
three main geographical regions: the coastal plain in the northwest and the central plateau, both belong to
the Anglo-Belgian Basin; the Ardennes uplands in the southeast are part of the Hercynian orogenic belt. The
Paris Basin reaches a small fourth area at Belgium’s
southernmost tip, Belgian Lorraine. The coastal
plain consists mainly of sand dunes and polders.
Further inland lies a smooth, slowly rising
landscape irrigated by numerous waterways, with
fertile valleys and the northeastern sandy plain of
the Campine (Kempen). The thickly forested hills
and plateaus of the Ardennes are more rugged and
rocky with caves and small gorges, offering much
of Belgium’s wildlife. Extending westward into
France, this area connects to the Eifel in Germany
by the High Fens plateau, on which the Signal de
Botrange forms Belgium’s 2,277 ft. highest point.

Belgium is a hereditary constitutional monarchy.
The current monarch is King Albert II, who took
the oath of office on August 9, 1993. The Belgian
Parliament consists of a Senate and a House of
Representatives. The House of Representatives has
150 directly elected members. The Senate has 71
elected members. The executive branch of the
government consists of ministers and secretaries
of state (junior ministers) drawn from the political
parties that form the government coalition. The
number of ministers is limited to 15, and they have no seat in Parliament. The Council of Ministers is chaired
by the Prime Minister and consists of the ministerial heads of the executive departments.

Belgium’s globalized economy and transportation infrastructure are integrated with the rest of Europe. By
2007, its location at the heart of a highly industrialized region helped make it the world’s 15th largest trading
nation. The economy boasts a highly productive work force, high GNP and high exports per capita. Belgium’s
main imports are food products, machinery, rough diamonds, petroleum products, chemicals, clothing, and
textiles. Its main exports are automobiles, food products, iron, steel, finished diamonds, textiles, plastics,
petroleum products and nonferrous metals. One of the founding members of the European Union, Belgium
supports an open economy. Belgium was the first continental European country to undergo the Industrial
Revolution in the early 1800s. Liège and Charleroi developed mining and steelmaking, which flourished in
the Sambre–Meuse valley and made Belgium one of the world’s top three most industrialized nations.

From 1832 until 2002, Belgium’s currency was the Belgian franc. Belgium switched to the euro in 2002,
with the first sets of euro coins minted in 1999. While the standard Belgian euro coins show the portrait of
King Albert II, this does not happen for commemorative coins, where designs are freely chosen.

Belgium at a Glance  (cont.)
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Just as the Introductory Page 1 of this Curriculum Guide compared the many unique yet
contrasting facets of the country of Belgium (modern and Old World; Flanders and Wallonia
regions; Renaissance and Art Nouveau), there’s another contrast within Belgium’s rich history...

both as a very young country, and a very old country. Though its independence didn’t come until 1830, its
name actually dates back to B.C., and its people and ancient civilizations date to prehistoric times.

Evidence suggests that the first settlers of the area known today as Belgium were the Homo Neanderthalis
over 100,000 years ago, long before the European Homo Sapiens. Neanderthal caves have been found in
locations near Belgian cities like Engis, Trooz and Sclayn in the Meuse Valley region. Archeological sites
around the province of Limburg provide evidence of Cro-Magnon man over 30,000 years ago. Belgium
even hosts some impressive monuments around Wéris and the Fagne-Famene region of Wallonia from the
megalithic culture of the Neolithic period, dating back to 3000 B.C.

In more modern periods, the territory of Belgium was populated by Belgic tribes, probably of Celtic culture
and Germanic blood, as the La Tène culture spread throughout Western Europe about 500 B.C.  These
tribes probably included the Menapians (throughout Flanders), the Nervians (around Antwerp), the Eburones
(in Limburg and Liège), the Atuatuci, the Condrusi, and the Paemani.

Between 58 and 50 B.C., Julius Caesar and the Romans conquered Belgium, noting that of all of the people
of Gaul, the Belgians were the bravest, having battled against the armies of Ambiorix, the Prince of the
Eburones, considered the “bravest of the Gauls.” The area was integrated into the Roman Empire and, in the
year 16, emerged as the province Gallia Belgica. Later, in the 5th century, Roman rule collapsed and the
Franks ruled the Belgium region and most of Western Europe, with a capital at Tournai in the Wallonia
region. This led to Belgium’s unique linguistic regions, with the northern region becoming German speaking
while the south remained Latin based.

The 9th and 10th centuries led to the growth of feudal domains. Although kings of France and emperors of
Germany had control, the real power was held by counts who ruled over fiefdoms. The first cities rose in the
12th and 13th centuries, including Bruges, Ghent and Ypres, as Flanders emerged as a prosperous area for
wool manufacturing. European merchant ships docked in Bruges to trade Flemish cloth. Rich merchants
(who relied on quality wool from their suppliers in England) began to increase in political power, developing
trade guilds and a local trade monopoly. This shifting of power threatened ruling counts, who were vassals
of the French king. The counts’ call upon the French army to quell merchant demands led to the bloody
Brugse Metten confrontation and, eventually, the Battle of the Golden Spurs.

500 BC

Belgic Tribes
and La Tène
Culture inhabit
Belgian Region

460 - 486

Tournai
serves as

the capital of
the Franks

58 BC

The Belgae
are defeated

by Julius
Caesar

1 AD

An Abbreviated History of Belgium

Brief Belgian Historical Timeline (see page 52 for a full Timeline Activity with
dozens of events to add to this timeline)
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By 1340, Ghent had become the second largest European city, behind Paris. During this 14th
century, the area of Burgundy, what is now France, was extremely powerful. In 1377, the Duke
of Burgundy married Margaret of Flanders, the heiress of the Count of Flanders. Flanders became
a part of the Burgundian territory. The duke, Philip the Good, ruled over the vast region which included
modern Belgium, Netherlands and Eastern France. Philip ruled from Brussels, earning the title Conditor
Belgii (Belgium’s founder), and became the richest man in Europe. As it continued to flourish in trade,
Belgium also entered a great age of achievement in art with famous artists like Jan Van Eyck and Hans
Memling. Brussels’ magnificent Grand Place was constructed. Leuven University was founded in 1425.

In 1477, Mary, heiress of the Duke of Burgundy, married Maximilian of Austria, and Belgium came under
Austrian rule. Maximilian’s grandson, Charles, became ruler of Spain and Naples, Spain’s New World
territories; he also became King of Germany and Holy Roman Emperor, thus becoming Europe’s most
powerful ruler. He initially ruled from Brussels. During his reign, Protestantism swept much of Europe,
launching the Reformation. After inheriting the throne, Charles’ son, Philip ruled from Spain and attempted
to squash any resistance by implementing anti-Protestant edicts. In 1566, Protestants revolted and Philip
retaliated with 8,000 death sentences handed out against rebels. Many present-day country borders were
drawn, and Belgium and Luxembourg became known as the Spanish Netherlands, with Brussels the capital.
The Protestants were forced to leave by the royalty, leaving Belgium a largely Catholic region. The 40-year
reign of Philip’s daughter Isabella and her husband, Archduke Albert of Austria, brought a flamboyant
period from which rose lace making and diamond processing industries, and painters like Peter Paul Rubens.
The Treaty of Westphalia closed the Scheidt River to Belgian ships, causing Antwerp’s financial collapse
and a long period of poverty throughout the Spanish Netherlands. The War of Spanish Succession (1701 -
13) handed the region that is now Belgium over to Austrian rule.

Following an 80-year Austrian Hapsburgs rule, the French reclaimed the region, absorbing it into France.
The Catholic Church was repressed and many monasteries closed. In 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte, leader of
the new French state, was defeated by the British and Prussian armies at the Battle of Waterloo near Brussels,
and the newly created United Kingdom of Netherlands incorporated the Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxembourg. King William I refused to give southern Belgium fair political representation in this newly
formed kingdom, tried to impose Dutch as the national language upon the French-speaking Walloons, and
made enemies throughout the country. During an opera performance in Brussels on August 25, 1830, the
inevitable Belgian Revolution began, and in January 1831, European powers officially recognized Belgian
independence. King Leopold I became king in 1831, invited from the House of Saxe-Coburg Gotha in
Germany, as the country’s constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy was established.

1994

Revised
Belgian

Constitution

1815

Napoleon
defeated at

Battle of
Waterloo

1831979

Official
founding of
Brussels

843

Charlemagne’s
Belgium is

divided
along the
Scheidt

1377

Duke of
Burgundy
marries

Margaret of
Flanders

19451477

Mary of
Burgundy
marries

Maximilian
of Austria

Belgian
Independence

Belgium
Liberated by
Allied Forces

Abbreviated History of Belgium  (cont.)
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In 1885, the Berlin Conference presented then king, Leopold II, with control of the Congo

Free State in Africa, not as a Belgian colony, but as a personal possession. The region became
a major source of revenue from ivory and rubber production. Around 1900, international concerns

grew in regards to inhumane treatment of some of the Congolese people under King Leopold II, so in 1908
the country of Belgium assumed responsibility for the colony’s government from Leopold II, earning the
African colony the designation of the Belgian Congo.

In 1914, during the first World War, Belgium was invaded by
Germany as part of the Schlieffen Plan. Many of the battles
along the Western Front occurred within Belgium. After the
end of the war, Belgium took over control of the German
colonies of Ruanda-Urundi (modern day Rwanda and Burundi),
which were mandated to Belgium by the League of Nations in
1924. The following year, the Prussian districts of Eupen and
Malmedy were annexed by Belgium, which it had gained under
the Treaty of Versailles, establishing the citizenry of the country’s
small German-speaking minority. With the outbreak of World
War II, the country was once again invaded by Germany during
the Blitzkrieg offensive of 1940. One of the most significant
battles of the war was the Battle of the Bulge which took place
in late 1944. Belgium was occupied until it was liberated by the
Allied forces in 1945. After the war, Belgium joined NATO as a
founding member, and then formed the Benelux group of nations
with the Netherlands and Luxembourg.

In 1951, Belgium became one of six founding members of the
European Coal and Steel Community and the European Atomic
Energy Community. In 1957, it joined the European Economic Community, which became a part of the
European Union in 1993, for which Belgium hosts major administrations and institutions, including the
European Commission, the Council of the European Union, and the committee sessions of the European
Parliament.

In 1960, the Belgian Congo gained independence during the Congo Crisis, and Ruanda-Urundi followed in
1962.

Through the years Belgium has remained a nation of two significant areas sandwiching the capital city of
Brussels, distinct primarily due to the language differences of the Dutch-speaking Northern region of Flanders
and the French-speaking Southern region of Wallonia. Throughout their histories, the two regions have seen
different periods of economic affluence and political dominance. In 1962, a formal linguistic border was
established. In 1970, cultural councils were established for each with authority in matters of language and
culture. Combined with the capital city of Brussels, they comprise the three economic regions of Belgium,
each maintaining significant political autonomy. Also in 1970,  the country began a process of restructuring
its Constitution to recognize the three economic regions and establish Belgium as a federal, rather than
unitary, state. A legislative assembly for the smaller German-speaking region in the eastern part of the Liège
     Province was established in 1984. The country’s revised Constitution was enacted in 1994.

Mechelen between Antwerp and Brussels

Abbreviated History of Belgium (cont.)
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The flag of Belgium is represented by three vertical bands of black, yellow and red. The colors
originated from the arms of Brabant, a province in the former Low Countries (today Belgium
and the Netherlands). Their origins date back to the red lion of Hainautis, Limburg and
Luxembourg; the yellow lion of Brabant; and the black lion of Flanders and Namur.

Early representations of the flag show horizontal bands.
Before the 19th century, the colors were arranged red -
black - yellow. However, the first true Belgian national flag,
adopted in 1830, incorporated three horizontal bands,
arranged red - yellow - black. On January 23, 1831,
following independence, the Belgian Provisional
Government decreed:  “The Belgian merchant flag is red,
yellow, and black. These colours are placed vertically.”
Within the Belgian Constitution of February 4, 1831, no
order of colors was given; however, on September 15, 1831,
the Department of the Navy decreed:  “Black must be placed
on the hoist, yellow in the middle and red on the fly.” Some suggest that the change to vertical bands was to
more clearly distinguish the flag from the flag of the Netherlands. Others maintain that the change was a
gesture of sympathy with the French. The true “national” flag actually has an unusual, almost square ratio of
13:15, though that is rarely seen. More commonly displayed in public is a flag with a 2:3 ratio.

The Coat of Arms
The newly independent Kingdom of Belgium decided to

base its coat of arms on symbols used by the short-lived
United Netherlandish States. The Coat of Arms of the

Kingdom of Belgium bears a center shield with a
lion, called the Belgian Lion, or Leo Belgicus,

according to the Belgian Constitution, which also
decrees the inclusion of the motto “Unity Makes
Strength” across the bottom. The shield is
supported on each side by two other lions and
above it is a helmet with raised visor. The grand
collar of the Order of Leopold surrounds the

shield. At the top is the royal crown and as a
backdrop, a red mantle with ermine lining and
golden fringe and tassels. The greater arms are
rarely used; instead a lesser coat of arms with only

the shield, crown, motto, scepters and Leopold
collar are used on passports and official government

and monarchy sites. A Royal Decree of March 17, 1837,
determined the actual form of the arms by describing the great

and lesser arms of the Kingdom.

Belgian Flag and Coat of Arms
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Through the centuries, Belgians have made monumental contributions in many areas, including

sports, politics, movies, literature, business, music and science. Some have become household
names, while others are a bit more obscure; however, each has made an indelible impact in their

field. Teachers can incorporate an activity by having students choose one of these
famous Belgians and write a research paper on him or her.

King Albert II - King of the Belgians – After King Boudewijn died on July 31,
1993, in Motril, Spain, his brother Albert succeeded him to the Belgian throne,
becoming the sixth King of the Belgians. Albert II has been married to Donna
Paola Ruffo di Calabria of Italy since July 2, 1959. The Belgian Royal couple has
two sons and one daughter: Prince Filip (born April 15, 1960), Prince Laurent
(born October 19, 1963) and Princess Astrid (born June 5, 1962).

Leo Hendrik Baekeland – (1863-1944)  Belgian chemist born in Sint-Martens-
Latem. He invented Velox photographic paper in 1893, and in 1907 he invented
Bakelite, an inexpensive, non-flammable, versatile, and popular plastic.

Plastic Bertrand (real name Roger Jouret) – Belgian musician born on February
24, 1958, in Brussels, who had a massive musical hit in 1977 with “Ca Plane Pour
Moi,” the second ever French language single in the Billboard Top 100, where it
climbed up to number 39. He began as a drummer in the band “The Bisons,” and
later formed the band “Hubble Bubble,” a predecessor to punk rock. Since 1977,
Roger has called himself Plastic Bertrand.

Liz Claiborne – World famous American business executive and fashion designer
who was born as Elizabeth Claiborne Ortenberg in 1929 in Brussels, Belgium. In
1980, Claiborne was named the fashion industry’s first “Entrepreneurial Woman
of the Year.”  In 1986, the company was listed among the Fortune 500 for the first
time. In 1987 Claiborne, already president, was elected chairman and chief executive
officer. She retired in 1989 and went on to lecture at the Fashion Institute of
Technology and the Parsons School in New York City.

Albert Claude – (1899-1983) Belgian biologist who won the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 1974. He studied medicine at the University of Liege in
Belgium. While working at Rockefeller University in the 1930s and 1940s, he
used the electron microscope to make images of cells which deepened the scientific
understanding of cellular structure and function. He discovered chloroplasts in
the cell, and in 1930 discovered the groundbreaking process of “cell fractionation.”

Kim Clijsters – Belgian tennis player born on June 8, 1983 in Bilzen, Limburg.
During her professional career, Clijsters has been ranked number 1 in both singles
and doubles, and has won 34 WTA singles titles and 11 WTA doubles titles. She
won the US Open singles title in 2005, the WTA Tour Championships singles title
in 2002 & 2003, and in doubles she won both the French Open and Wimbledon
titles in 2003.

King Albert II

Plastic Bertrand

Albert Claude

Audrey Hepburn

List of World Famous Belgians
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Father Damien (Pater Damiaan) – (1840-1889) Joseph Damien de Veuster was a Belgian
Roman Catholic missionary famous for his work among the lepers on the island of Molokai,
Hawaii. In the Roman Catholic and Anglican communions, as well as other denominations of
Christianity, Damien is considered the spiritual patron for Hansen’s Disease, HIV and AIDS patients, and
outcasts. He is the patron saint of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Honolulu and of Hawaii and Father
Damien Day is celebrated statewide on April 15. Upon his beatification by Pope John Paul II in Rome on
June 4, 1995, Blessed Damien was granted a memorial feast day, which is celebrated on May 10. On February
21, 2009, the Vatican announced that Father Damien would be canonized (made a Saint) on October 11,
2009 completing the process of canonization.

Jeanne Deckers (Soeur Sourire), ‘The Singing Nun’ – (1933-1985) Famous
around the world as “The Singing Nun” and for her massive hit “Dominique,”
which reached number 1 all over the world and sold more than 1.5 million copies.
She is the only Belgian ever to achieve a number one hit in America and topped
such heavy hitters as Stevie Wonder and The Beatles in the charts.

Justine Henin-Hardenne - The most successful Belgian tennis player of all time.
She was the world number one female player (WTA ranking) when she announced
her retirement in 2008. She burst into the Grand Slam limelight in 2001, reaching
the semi-finals at Roland Garros, then making the finals at Wimbledon where she
was defeated by American Venus Williams in three sets. In 2002, she clinched her
first major title, beating Serena Williams in the finals in Berlin. She lost in the 2002
Wimbledon semi-finals against Venus Williams, after having beaten Monica Selles.

Audrey Hepburn - (1929-1993) She was born Edda van Heemstra Hepburn-
Ruston in Brussels. The Belgian-born actress and humanitarian became one of
Hollywood’s best-known stars with her leading roles in films such as “Roman
Holiday” (1953), “Funny Face” (1957) and “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” (1961). Hepburn
starred in many movies, including “War and Peace” (1956), “The Unforgiven”
(1960), “Charade” (1963) and “My Fair Lady” (1964). She won an Academy
Award as best actress for her role in “Roman Holiday” and was nominated for her
roles in “Sabrina” (1954), “The Nun’s Story” (1959), “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” and “Wait Until Dark” (1967).

Victor Horta - (1861-1947) Belgian architect, generally credited with initiating the architectural style of
Art Nouveau with his Tassel House in Brussels in 1893.

Georges Lemaître - (1894-1966)  Belgian Roman Catholic priest, honorary prelate, professor of physics
and astronomer at the Catholic University of Leuven. He sometimes used the title Abbé or Monseigneur.
Lemaître proposed what became known as the “Big Bang theory of the origin of the Universe,” which he
called his “hypothesis of the primeval atom.”

René Magritte - (1898-1967) Born Francois Ghislain Magritte, in Lessines, Belgium, he was a leading
painter and theorist of surrealism. He worked as a commercial artist for some years, at one time designing
wallpaper. The aspiring painter was influenced by orphic cubism and by futurism, but the surrealistic vistas
and alien perspectives of Giorgio de Chirico had the most lasting impact on his art. By 1925 he was
concentrating almost entirely on surrealist works.

René Magritte

Eddy Merckx

List of World Famous Belgians  (cont.)
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Eddy Merckx - It is rare in any sport that one man become the greatest ever, but such is the

case with cyclist Eddy Merckx, born on June 17, 1945 in Meensel-Kiezegem, Belgium. He
rode so consistently hard that his nickname was “The Cannibal;” he is one of only 4 cyclists to

have won the Tour de France five times. At the 1969 Tour de France, Merckx
performed the unequalled feat of winning the Yellow Jersey (overall winner), the
Green Jersey (points winner) and the Polka-Dot Jersey (King of the Mountains).

Hercule Poirot - The fictional Belgian detective created by Dame Agatha Christie
(1890-1976) who has solved dozens of murders since the appearance of the first
Poirot book, “The Mysterious Affair at Styles,” in 1920. For more than a half-
century, Dame Agatha was the foremost British writer of mystery novels. Her
books have been translated into every major language, and her two creations -
detective Poirot and the village-wise Miss Jane Marple - are world famous.

Georges Remi (Herge), the creator of Tintin - (1907-1983)  Better known as
Hergé, he was the creator of Tintin (Kuifje) and many other world-famous cartoon
characters. He was born in Etterbeek, Belgium. His creation Tintin is thought to
be based on his brother who was five years younger than him. Most of the inspiration
of his early cartoons came from the time he spent travelling around Europe with
the Belgian boy scouts. His first cartoon character is believed to have been a young
boy who stood up against the German occupation (1914-1918).

Count Jacques Rogge - Belgian sports bureaucrat and the current president of
the International Olympic Committee. Born in Ghent in 1942, he competed in the
Olympics in yachting in 1968, 1972 and 1976 and played on the Belgian national
rugby union team. He was knighted and later elevated to Count by King Albert II.
Rogge was elected president of the IOC in 2001 and will serve until 2013.

Peter Paul Rubens - (1577-1640) The world famous Flemish baroque painter
was the most renowned northern European artist of his day and is now widely
recognized as one of the foremost painters in Western art history. By completing
the fusion of the realistic tradition of Flemish painting with the imaginative freedom
and classical themes of Italian Renaissance painting, he fundamentally revitalized
and redirected northern European painting.

Adolphe Sax (1814-1894)  Belgian musical instrument designer and musician
(clarinetist) best known for inventing the saxophone. He was born in Dinant in
Wallonia, Belgium, and began making his own instruments at an early age, entering
two of his flutes and a clarinet into a competition at the age of 15. He subsequently
studied those two instruments at the Royal School of Singing in Brussels.

Jean-Claude Van Damme -  Born Jean-Claude Camille François Van Varenberg
on October 18, 1960, this Belgian martial artist and actor is best known for martial
arts and action movies, the most successful being “Timecop” (1994) and “Universal
Soldier” (1992). His Belgian background and his physique furnished him the

nickname “The Muscles from Brussels.”

Georges Remi

Peter Paul Rubens

Adolphe Sax

Jean-Claude Van Damme

List of World Famous Belgians (cont.)
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  Contrary to the name, french

fries also originated in Belgium.

The name “french fries” actually

refers to the description of

the manner in which the

potato is cut. To

“french” means to cut

into slivers. The

national dishes are “steak

and fries,” and “mussels

with fries.”

Belgium produces over 172,000tons of chocolate per year withmore than 2,000 chocolate shopsthroughout the country.The world’s biggestchocolate selling point isthe Brussels NationalAirport.

Belgium has the highest proportion

of female ministers in the world, and

was also one of the earliest

countries to have a female

Parliamentarian, way back in 1921.

Steven Spielberg has produced

a multi-million dollar movie

based on iconic Belgian

comic character, Tintin,

scheduled for a 2011 release.

Almost 90% of the raw diamonds

in the world are negotiated and

distributed in Antwerp. Belgium is

the world’s main diamond center

and second largest petrochemical

center.

Education is compulsory inBelgium up to the age of 18, whichmakes it the highest in the world,and makes Belgium one of the fewcountries to have such a law.

The first Brussel Sprouts wererecorded in Belgium around 1750,and reached England 50 yearslater. Forerunners to modernsprouts were likely cultivated asearly as the 1200s inwhat is nowB e l g i u m .The first
w r i t t e n
r e f e r e n c edates to 1587.

Belgium boasts 4 breeds of
shepherd dogs, first mentioned in
history around 1891. They
include the Malinois,
Groenendael, Laekenois
and Tervueren...
although each breed
can have two
spellings, one in
Dutch and one  in
French.

Large areas of the Ardennes in
Wallonia consist of soft, porous
limestone, which has been
dissolved through the centuries to
form hundreds of stalactite and
stalagmite filled cave systems,
some of which served as shelters
for prehistoric people.

Belgium has the distinction of

having more castles in a given

area than any other country in

Europe.

Emperor Charles V (1500 - 1558)decreed that lace-making shouldbe a compulsory skill for girls inconvents and béguinages.

Famous painters, legendary battlegrounds at Waterloo, WWII’s “Battle of the Bulge,” fascinating
museums, towering belfries... you may already think you are familiar with the  beautiful Kingdom
of Belgium. Throughout the pages of this Curriculum Guide, however, you’ll learn that this small country is
huge on “fascinating.” Here are just a few notes you probably didn’t know...

13

Are They Really “Brussel” Sprouts?
And Other Fun And Interesting Facts About Belgium!
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Belgium is a country which may be small in land area, but it is huge in cultural and historical

significance. Through this Curriculum Guide, your students will discover that many of the
people, landmarks and historical events with which they are already familiar originate from

Memphis in May’s 2011 honored country. They will also learn many new facts about Belgium, which will
help them secure a successful score on “The Ultimate Belgian Quiz.” Answers can be found on page 68.

1. Who is the current king of Belgium?  _______________________________________________________

2.  What was the Germans’ last offensive on the Western Front during WWII?  _________________________

3.  What popular American food originated in Belgium where it’s known as “frites”?  ____________________

4.  What is the capital city of Belgium?  ________________________________________________________

5.  Belgian cartoonist, Georges Remi, creator of “Tintin” is better known by what name?  _________________

6.  Belgian architect Victor Horta is credited with starting what architectural style?  ______________________

7.  What country shares the longest border with Belgium? The shortest?  ______________________________

8.  What Belgian city hosted the country’s last Summer Olympics? What year?  _________________________

9.  What Flemish painter was one of the most influential Baroque artists of the 17th century?  ______________

10.  What actor is nicknamed “The Muscles from Brussels”?  _____________________________________

11.  Belgian cartoonist Peyo is known for creating what popular blue characters?  _______________________

12.  Famous Belgian chocolates are commonly known by what other confectionary name?  ________________

13.  For what painting style is Brussels-born painter René Magritte best known?  ________________________

14.  What Belgian serves as the International Olympic Committee president until 2013?  __________________

15.  Who are the green-bespeckled participants of the Carnival of Binche?  ____________________________

16.  What are the three colors of the Belgian flag?  _______________________________________________

17.  What Belgian invented Bill Clinton’s and Lisa Simpson’s favorite musical instrument?  ________________

18.  An 1815 defeat near what Belgian city ended Napoleon’s rule as Emperor?  ________________________

19.  What large body of water shares a border with Belgium?  ______________________________________

20.  What 15th century Flemish Renaissance painter was considered one of Europe’s best?  ________________

21.  From what Celtic tribe does the country of Belgium probably derive its name?  ______________________

22.  What organization, headquartered in Brussels, assures defense to member states when attacked?  _______

23.  What Belgian-born actress starred in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”?  __________________________________

24.  What 3 countries make up the Benelux Nations?  ________________________________________

25.  What is the English translation of the motto on the Belgian Coat of Arms?  ___________________

The Ultimate Belgian Quiz
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On the following pages, your students may get their very first experience exploring a foreign
country. Through these pages, they will learn fascinating stories about Antigone the giant and the
famous “Dog of Flanders.” They’ll also learn about the silly Gilles from the Carnival of Binche. But first, like
many visitors, they’ll get their first view of Belgium from the top lookout point of a Belgian belfry.

One thing you will notice as you travel through Belgium, especially
as you drive past small towns and villages, are many tall, elegant
belltowers, or “belfries,” rising high in the sky. Belfries are attached
to churches or other buildings, and are a symbol of great civic
pride throughout Belgium. The town belfry was used, especially
in medieval times, to mark the passing of hours, for the city’s
guards to watch over the village, or to sound a bell of alarm. These
ornate towers are built with spiral staircases leading to the bell
lofts and lookout positions at the top of the tower (that is where
the term “bats in the belfry” comes from). In many village belfries,
strong rooms were constructed within these towers’ tall spiraling
staircases; city charters and royal documents were often kept in
these rooms. Belgium’s belfries have been declared UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. Some of Belgium’s most impressive belfries
include the Beffroi de Thuin in Thuin, the huge medieval Belfort
in Bruges, the free-standing Belfry in Tournai (one of Belgium’s
oldest), the belfry at the Hôtel de Ville in Charleroi, the belfries in
Dendermonde, Kortrijk, Lier, and Mons. Just as these tall structures offer a great starting point for any
village tour, this belfry also offers a great educational starting point for your students.

Activity -  Make copies of the following page, which features the Belfort at Ghent and many steps leading
to its pinnacle. Construction on the Belfort, or belfry, at Ghent began in 1313, but wars delayed its completion.
The village’s treasury room was located on the bottom floor, protected by two large doors, each with three
locks. Four soldiers stood guard atop the tower, and they blew their horns each hour to signal the city’s
protection. It features a 54-bell carillon which plays music. The clock chimes every 15 minutes.

Throughout the lessons in this grade unit, with each new bit of information the students learn about Belgium
(which they didn’t know beforehand), have them write that new fact on one of the steps of their belfry. For
example, once you teach them the capital city of Belgium, have them write (and correctly spell) “Brussels”
on one of the steps of the belfry at Ghent. Aside from facts they learn through the stories and activities of this
unit, teach them about Belgium’s foods, famous people, and what the Belgian flag looks like, for example.
As you progress through your lessons, this will provide students with a visual means to see how much they
have learned about this great country. Once complete, display these “belfries of learning” in your classroom.

French Teachers:  Instead of recording facts about Belgium, have your French students use the “belfry”
worksheet on page 16 to record new French words they learn during their Belgium exploration!

Statue of Pieter Paul Reubens in Antwerp

“A’ is for Activities...“B” is for Belgium
K-2nd Grade Study Unit

Facts (not Bats) in the Belfry
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1. _________________

2. _________________

3. _________________

4. _________________

5. _________________

6. _________________

7. _________________

8. _________________

9. _________________

10. ________________

11. ________________

12. ________________

13. ________________

14. ________________

15. ________________

Name: __________________________

The Belfort at Ghent was
originally finished in 1380.

Notice the gilded copper dragon
sitting at the very top of the

spire. At the four corners
just below the clock, notice

the stone soldiers
protecting the city.

Just below the
clock, see two

rainspouts on each
side, shaped like

cats or griffins
with their mouths

open wide.

French teachers:
Have your French

students use this
worksheet  to

record new
French words

and terms they
learn while

exploring
Belgium!

Facts (not Bats) in the Belfry (cont.)
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Sure, Belgium is world famous for master painters like Peter Paul Rubens and Jan van Eyck, but
the country is also world famous for another type of artist... comic strip artists! Belgians have
created some of the most popular comics of all time. Teach your students about the famous
Belgian comics below, then giggle your way through a few of the accompanying activities.

Tintin and Snowy - Many times more famous than Belgium’s fabled Nello and
Patrasche (page 19), Tintin and his dog, Snowy, are, perhaps, the most famous Belgian
comics ever, as recognizable to Europeans as Mickey Mouse is in the U.S. They
were created in Brussels by artist Georges Remi, whose pen name was Hergé (a
phonetic spelling of his initials backwards). Tintin, first published in 1929, is about a
young reporter who travels all over the world. A museum devoted to Hergé is located
today in Brussels.

Peyo and The Smurfs - Almost any American kid will know the Smurfs, the
tiny blue people (only as tall as 3 apples) who were first created in 1958. They made
their first appearance in a story of Johan & Peewit in Le Journal de Spirou, Belgium’s
famous comic strip journal. Reacting to their popularity, their artist, Peyo (Pierre
Culliford) featured them in their own comic strip. Like Tintin, these comic strips
often featured hidden social commentary.

Suske en Wiske - While Tintin and the Smurfs may have filled French-language
journals, Willy Vandersteen’s popular Suske en Wiske dominated the Dutch market.
They’ve appeared as Bob & Bobette in England and as Willy and Wanda in the U.S.
Undertaking extraordinary adventures around the world, Suske and Wiske’s books
have sold in the millions.

Activity #1 - We’re only on the first panel of this comic strip! There are many
more Belgian comic strips to learn about and enjoy. In fact, in the city center of
Brussels in an area called Centre Belge de la Bande Dessineé, 30 huge comic strips have been painted on
building walls. Work with your class and use the internet to learn more about the comics and artists above,
and to look up and discover these other Belgian comic strips and artists listed below. Some are accompanied
by web sites. Have your students compare them to those above. Ask them which they like the best, which
they like the least, and have them explain why. Have them describe what’s unique about each comic strip.

Tintin and Snowy

The original Smurfs

Suske en Wiske

Tintin by Hergé
www.tintin.com
The Smurfs by Peyo
www.smurf.com
Suske en Wiske
by Willy Vandersteen
www.suskeenwiske.nl
Lucky Luke by Morris
www.lucky-luke.com/fr/

E. P. Jacob
http://lambiek.net/artists/j/
jacobs.htm
Boule et Bill and La
Ribambelle by Jean Roba
http://lambiek.net/artists/r/
roba.htm
François Schuiten
http://lambiek.net/artists/s/
schuiten1.htm

Jijé
http://lambiek.net/artists/j/jije.htm
Frank Pé
www.frankpe.com
Marvano
http://lambiek.net/artists/m/
marvano.htm
André Franquin
http://lambiek.net/artists/f/
franquin_andre.htm

Hergé, Peyo & Belgium’s Famous Comics
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On the previous page, we learned a lot about Belgium’s unequalled comic strip industry and

many of the famous cartoonists of yesterday and today who helped establish Belgium as the
comic strip capital of the world. This lesson continues with two additional fun activities.

Activity #2 -  How Well Do You Know Your Smurfs?
The Belgian artist, Peyo, helped to make those little blue Smurfs among the most recognizable and famous
comic strip characters in the world. But how well do you know your Belgian Smurf characters? Draw lines
to match each question to the correct Smurf character on the right. Answers are on page 68.

1. Which Smurf likes to play pranks such as offering exploding gift boxes?
2. Which Smurf has a “heart” tattooed on his arm?
3. Who is the villain of the Smurfs?
4. What is the name of the villain’s cat?
5. Which Smurf wears a flower in his bonnet?
6. Which Smurf wears blue overalls?
7. Which Smurf wears green overalls?
8. Which Smurf eats all the time?
9. Which Smurf wears glasses?

Activity #3 -  Now it’s time to try your hand at creating an original Belgian comic strip. After taking time
to study some of the other Belgian artists and comic strips on the previous page, make copies of the 3-panel
comic strip template below and distribute to your students. Have them brainstorm, then create a three panel
comic strip. After drawing it, have them color it. Have them come up with a name for their comic strip and
write it in the top left, followed by their name (for example, The Smurfs by Peyo). Remember, comics don’t
have to be funny, and they don’t always have to have dialogue. Display in your room.

Handy
Brainy
Vanity
Jokey
Azrael
Greedy
Gargamel
Hefty
Farmer Smurf

SPI
Art

K-2.spi.1.2
Art

K-2.spi.2.1

Belgium’s Famous Comics (cont.)
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Be warned, like America’s “Old Yeller,” this Belgian story doesn’t have the happiest ending!
It’s also not the most familiar story to Belgians (some don’t even claim it as a Belgian story!),
but is better known in other parts of the world, especially Japan. People from some countries
know Antwerp because of the book written by author Marie-Louise de la Ramee (writing under the name
Ouida) in 1872, called “A Dog of Flanders” (the name in Flemish is “Een hond van Vlaanderen”). This story
features Nello and his dog, Patrasche, and has become set in
Antwerp and Hoboken (a suburb of the city), although these settings
were not designated in the original book. In Japanese, the story is
known as “Furandaasu no Inu,” and an animated TV series (made
in 1975) is still very popular there. Two American films have been
made based on the story, in 1959 and in 1999.

Activity #1:  Read the story below to your class. Use the coloring
and “What is Different” activities on pages 20, 21 and 24.

Over 100 years ago, a very young boy named Nello lived in the
Ardennes Mountain region of southern Belgium. He became an
orphan when his mother passed away. His grandfather, named Jehan
Daas, lived many miles away in the Flanders area of northern
Belgium, in the small village of Hoboken near the city of Antwerp.
His grandfather agreed to let Nello move in.

One day, Nello found an injured stray dog who he named Patrasche.
After taking Patrasche home, Nello’s grandfather helped to nurse
the poor dog back to health. Nello and his new pet became inseparable. Since they were
very poor, Nello had to help his grandfather by selling milk. Patrasche helped him pull the
milk cart that Nello used to sell milk in the town.

Nello fell in love with Aloise, the daughter of a wealthy man in the village. The father,
however, didn’t want his daughter to have a poor sweetheart. Although Nello was illiterate,
he was very talented in drawing. He entered a junior drawing contest in Antwerp, hoping to win the first
prize, 200 francs per year. However, the jury ultimately selected somebody else.

Soon afterwards, Nello’s grandfather passed away, and his life became even more desperate. Having no
place to stay, Nello went to the museum in Antwerp to see the famous painting “The Elevation of the
Cross,” by Peter Paul Reubens, but he didn’t have enough money to buy a ticket to the museum. On the
night of Christmas Eve, with temperatures well below freezing, he and Patrache went to Antwerp and, by
chance, found the door to the cathedral open. By the next morning, huddled in front of the elaborate triptych
inside the church, young Nello and his faithful dog had both lost their lives to the freezing weather.

Activity #2: Have students use the same characters from the story, but write their own version of the story
with a happier ending, making it a truly Belgian story. Their new story should still be set in some area of
Belgium, and should include as many things from Belgium culture as possible (examples: chocolate, lace,
                   canals, castles, diamonds, famous artists, etc.).

SPI
English

K-2.spi.1.02
English

K-2.spi.2.10

The Dog of Flanders

The Sad Story “The Dog of Flanders”
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Before or after reading the story of “The Dog of Flanders” from the previous page to your

classroom, distribute copies of the picture below of Nello and Patrache to each student. Allow
them to color their own picture, then display the pictures in your classroom.

“Dog of Flanders” Differences
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Just as the activity on page 19 encourages students to write a different ending to “The Dog of
Flanders,” there are also differences between these two pictures. Distribute copies of each, and
challenge students to find and circle the 10 differences. Find answers on page 68.

“Dog of Flanders” Differences (cont.)
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Before reading the story to your students, explain to them what a legend is. Explain how
sometimes they are completely false, like a fairy tale, and sometimes they have a little bit of
truthful history included in them. Legends are often stories which are passed down from one

family member to the next, sometimes changing slightly each time the story is told. After reading the story of
Antigone the Giant to your class, consider having them answer the questions at the end of the story, or
participate in one or more of the activities included.

The Hero Brado and the Giant Antigone
Many, many years ago (way back in the 9th or 10th century), the country of Belgium was then called
Brabant, or the Duchy of Brabant. Long before that, the region was home to a tribe of people known as the
Gauls, or Celtic people. They were attacked by an army which was headed by the famous Roman leader,
Julius Caesar, so for many years the Romans controlled the area known today as Belgium. The Romans
believed in mythical gods who controlled the weather, the animals, the land and the oceans. They believed
that the gods protected good people, and punished bad people.

There was a famous river called Scaldis (today it is called the Scheldt River, and it was... and is... a very
important river for trade ships to deliver lots of things to buy). At one sharp curve in the river there stood a
big castle, and the owners of the castle required that the ships’ captains pay a toll fee. A toll fee is a little bit
of money you pay which is similar to an admission, so you will be allowed to continue on your way. Many
roads in the United States have toll booths, where drivers pay a few coins, and then continue on their way.
The money from the Scheldt River toll may have been used to feed some of the people who lived around the
castle, or to help keep the river clean. Since it was only a few cents, the ship captains did not mind paying.

One day a huge giant named Druon Antigone wandered by and noticed the toll bridge, and assumed it was
a very profitable business, which he could own. He was so big and scary, that he ran everyone away from the
castle, and he took it as his very own home! He then began collecting the toll fee from the ships that sailed
by. However, Antigone the giant was very mean, and very greedy, so he raised
the toll fee and required that every single ship give him half of all of the cargo
they were carrying on their ship. This made the ship captains very mad, but
Antigone was a big giant... so what were they to do? Whenever a captain
decided to complain, he was forced to fight the giant, and win, before he
would be allowed to sail past the castle. If Antigone the giant won (which
he usually did, because he was a giant!), he would cut off one of the sailor’s
hands and throw it in the river.

Salvus Brabo was a local politician of the Roman Empire who lived in the
nearby town of Tongereen, in the province of Belgica, pretty far from the
giant’s castle. Brabo actually happened to be the nephew of Julius Caesar.
He began hearing the horrible stories about Antigone the giant, and he was
very brave so he decided to try to do something about it. He asked a very
wise Oracle, or wizard, where he could find this mean giant. The Oracle
told him, “A swan will show you the way.” So Brabo took his sword
        and set out on his journey.

Belgian Legend of Antigone the Giant
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Not long after leaving the city, he heard a swan flying over head, toward the west, so he started
following the flying bird. He traveled for days and days. As he got closer to the destination of
the castle, villagers kept telling him more and more horrible stories about the giant. The stories
didn’t scare Brabo, he only grew more and more angry and continued following the swan. Finally, one day,
he saw the huge castle in the distance, and from it he heard many loud noises and a lot of ferocious growling.
As he approached the castle on the river, he saw Antigone the giant in action, scaring one of the ship captains
who was attempting to sail past.

“Stop terrorizing the people and leave this land forever!” Brabo shouted. Antigone turned his attention
away from the boat and glared at Brabo, then started laughing.

“If your life is important to you, then you had better turn around and run home,” Antigone
growled at Brabo, “Or else your insulting words will cost you your life!” Without hesitating,
Brabo drew his sword, then Antigone drew his huge axe, and a terrible fight followed.
Antigone swung his huge axe, but Brabo protected himself with his shield. Antigone then
pulled a whole tree out of the ground and threw it at Brabo, barely missing the brave
warrior. This was no small fight; in fact it lasted for days and days, and the villagers who
lived near the castle heard the fighting day and night. One herdsman who lived in the area
actually watched the fight, and later told the story to his son, who many years later told it to his son, who
told it to his son. That is how a legend works!

Finally, Antigone began to grow tired, but the strong Brabo kept fighting until he managed to defeat the
giant. Just as Antigone had done to many sailors, Brabo cut off Antigone’s hand and threw it into the river.

Later, Brabo fell in love with a fair maiden and married her, and the two decided to stay in the area. As a
reward for his brave actions, the villagers who no longer had to live in fear of the giant made Brabo a Duke
in their county, and soon named the entire county after him... Brabant. Through the years, more people
moved to the area and an entire city grew up around the big castle. The city was named for the famous battle
against the giant, and was called Hand-Werpen (or “Throwing Hands”). The “H” was later lost and the city
became Antwerpen, and later, Antwerp.

To this day, Antwerp is a famous city in Belgium, with one of the world’s most important shipping harbors.
To this day, people there still honor the name of Salvus Brabo, and there’s even a statue of him there in front
of Antwerp’s City Hall. The legend also says that the swan who guided Brabo decided to stay and live in the
city, and his descendants can still be found in Antwerp’s City Park. Also, if you walk along Antwerp’s
famous shopping street known as The Meir, you will even see a statue of the giant’s hand!

Activities
A. After reading the legend of Antigone, ask your students to answer the following questions:
1. The original owner of the castle used the toll fees to feed people or to clean the river. What are
some other good ideas for which the earned money could be used?

2. Antigone was very greedy. What does “greedy” mean?  When Brabo shouted at Antigone, the giant
turned and “glared” at Brabo. What do you think “glare” means? Show me!
3. As we mentioned at the beginning, some legends contain some historical truth, mingled in with make-
believe. Ask students to take turns and mention some aspect of the story which they think could

Belgian Legend of Antigone the Giant  (cont.)
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actually be true (examples could include - Brabo was an actual person; the Scaldis River and
even the toll fee could be true; the city of Antwerpen, now Antwerp, is true). Ask students to take
turns and mention some aspects of the story that

probably are not true (examples - the giant probably wasn’t real;
the swan leading Brabo to the castle probably wasn’t real).

B. Play the “Pass the Legend” game. Split the class into
two groups, and have each group sit in a big circle. Pull
aside the “starting” person for each group, and whisper
the following short Belgian
“legend” to them. Then, they
must each go back to their
group and whisper the
same legend (the best that
they can remember it) to the
next person in the circle,
who then whispers it to the
next person. If they forget
something, they should fill in
as best as they can remember.
Once the “legend” gets to the
last person in each group, they
recite the legend. The group
which best maintained the
legend’s accuracy wins. This
shows how a legend can change through the
years. Here’s the “legend”:  A boy named Benard
from Brussels bought Belgian chocolate from
a shop at the Grand Place, but then used
delicate lace to wipe it from his face!”

C. Make copies of the Antigone the Giant
cartoon to the right; one for each student. Have
them color the giant, and even add some additional
details if they’d like. You may want to cut him out or
block out the text on this page before you make the

copies. Display the finished drawings in
your room.

You may also want to
share with your class the
Belgian legend of the
“Dog of Flanders,” which
is included on page 19.
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Belgian Legend of Antigone the Giant (cont.)
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Many exciting festivals take place throughout the year in Belgium, but few are more spectacular
than the traditional Carnival of Binche. Read the following explanation of the Carnival at
Binche to your students, then ask them the questions that follow, or even follow instructions
on the following page to stage your very own Carnival of Binche in your classroom!

Every February, the small city of Binche in the country of Belgium holds a very famous festival,
called the Carnival of Binche. Binche is located in the southern half of Belgium, which is the
region known as Wallonia, where most of the people speak French. The town only has about
3,000 people who live there, so the population
of Binche could fit into Memphis over 200 times.
However, no city throws a better carnival, and
Binche’s is Belgium’s most famous!

The Carnival of Binche begins 49 days before an
important holiday known as Lent. Lent is a
religious holiday where people are supposed to
give up something that is bad for them, such as
eating too much. The Carnival of Binche,
therefore, is considered the last celebration before
Lent, and the most popular part of the Carnival
is held just 3 days before Lent. This Carnival has
been celebrated for over 100 years, although
many historians say it began over 500 years ago.

A celebration with dancing and music is held
every Sunday during the Carnival. The most important days of this Belgian carnival are known as the “fatty
days,” and begin with a big parade, called the Mam’selles Parade, where people wear all kinds of outfits and
costumes. Some are costumes of animals, while others represent certain people or fictional characters. The
most famous costumed participants of the Binche Carnival are the Gilles. There are usually about 1,000
Gilles who parade around Binche, wearing traditional red and black outfits, hats which have huge ostrich
feathers sticking out of them, and masks which show a curled moustache and famous green spectacles.

On “Fat Monday,” the Gilles dance in the streets of Binche to music that is supplied by barrel organ players.
The day ends with a big fireworks display. Fat Tuesday is the only day in which the famed Gilles wear their
costumes all day long, from sunup to sundown. The Gilles typically enjoy a traditional breakfast of oysters
before hitting the streets for their performances. During the last procession the Gilles are known to toss
oranges to and at crowd members!

Activity: After reading the summary of the Carnival of Binche, ask your students the following questions.
1. What do Belgians call the area where Binche is located, and what language do most people there speak?
2. What is Lent, and what do people do for Lent?
3. Some historians say that this carnival began over 500 years ago! What is a “historian”?
4. One of the big parades is called the “Mam’selles Parade,” which is a French word. Ask you teacher to help
you find out what “Mam’selles” means.
5. The Gilles of Binche wear famous costumes. What do their costumes include? What is an ostrich? What
do they eat for breakfast?
6. Imagine that you planned your own carnival! What things would you include to make it fun?

The traditional Gilles of the Binche Carnival
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Creating a Carnival of Binche
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The Carnival of Binche is one of Belgium’s most famous festivals, although there are over 100

others. To expand your classroom’s research about Belgian festivals, and to help stage a classroom
festival of your own, also research information about Belgium’s “Mid-Lenten Carnival” in Stavelot,

the “Hanswijk Processie” or “Processie van het Heilig Bloed” in Mechelen, “Ducasse de Mons” in Mons,
“Ducasse” in Ath, or “Ommegang” in Brussels. Invite
students from other classrooms to participate in
your Belgian festival!

Activity:  Make copies of the Gilles
mask (right). Assist your students
cutting them out, and attach string
or ribbon through the holes on
each side to tie around their
head. Help them cut out the
small circles for the eyes and
the slit for the mouth.
Instruct students to color
their mask,  using
traditional green for the
center lenses of the
eyeglasses, but let them
be creative for the rest.

For the last of the
processions, the Gilles
are also known for
tossing oranges! Cut
holes about the size of
grapefruits in the tops
of shoe boxes, and set
them across the room.
Allow your student
“Gilles” to toss small
oranges, attempting to
get them into the holes in
the shoeboxes.

For a classroom carnival,
consider some of the Belgian
treat recipes on page 50 & 51.

French teachers:  Consider
having your French students plan a
Carnival of Binche for younger students
or parents. Present and sell Belgian foods,
offer mask-making, crafts and music.

Creating a Carnival of Binche (cont.)
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Interesting cities, maps, currency, famous painters, world-famous chocolate, tapestries, Belgian
lace... it’s a lot to cover in just a few pages, but this unit takes your students on a whirlwind tour of many
things which make Belgium fun and famous. The best way to start, however, is to get your bearings and
learn about the cities around you before you start exploring. So, before we dive into some delicious Belgian
chocolate, maybe it’s best to start with a visit to the Spa  (did you know that Spa was a city in Belgium?).

Fascinating Cities of Belgium
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It may not be the largest country on the globe, but its borders
and its fascinating cities are packed with as much history, art
and culture as any country on the planet! These map skills
activities will give your students a further understanding about
the Kingdom of Belgium, its cities, and interesting facts about
each. Make copies of the Belgium map outline on page 29.
Then have each student use their map outline to complete
each of the activities listed below and on the following page.
Teachers, you may choose to avoid any activities which may
be too simple or too complex for the grade you teach.

Map Skills Activities
Make copies of the map on page 29 and distribute to your students. Then involve them in one or more of the
activities listed below, using their map outline. Completed maps can be displayed in your classroom. To find
answers to the questions asked below, allow students to use library reference materials or the internet. The
activities can also be assigned as a group assignment, or to be taken home and completed as homework.

Activity #1
1. Label the country which shares the longest border with Belgium, and color it green (for older grades, you
may choose to skip the coloring. On a separate sheet of paper, write one interesting fact about that country
which relates to Belgium. Through history, has that country been a friend or a foe to Belgium? Explain.
2. Label the small country located just southeast of Belgium, and color it yellow. On your separate sheet,
write one interesting fact about that country relating to Belgium. Has that country been a
friend or foe?
3. Label the large country to the east of Belgium, and color it purple. On your separate
sheet, write an interesting fact about that country which relates to Belgium. Has that country
been friend or foe? Explain.
4. Label the country to the north of Belgium, and color it orange (pay special attention to
the fact that there are several “fingers” which stretch westward from this country into the
adjacent body of water, and one narrow “leg” which reaches south. On your separate sheet,
write an interesting fact about that country which relates to Belgium. Through history, has
that country been friend or foe?
5. Label the body of water which shares a northwest border with Belgium, and color it blue.
6. Write the name of the capital city of Belgium next to the star in the center of the country.

Chocolates to Lace... Learning All
Things Belgian  3rd - 5th Grade Study Unit
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Activity #2

The 13 dots scattered across the map of Belgium on the following page represent major cities.
Using library reference materials or the internet, have students identify and label each of the

following Belgian cities on their map (the capital city of Brussels is already labeled):
 Antwerp    Bouillon    Brugge (Bruges)    Charleroi    Ghent (Gent)    Hasselt
 La Louvière    Leuven    Liège    Mons    Namur    Oostende    Tournai

Activity #3
After labeling the Belgian cities on the map, have each student select one of the cities, research it and write
a one page paper about that city. Alternative A: After each student selects his or her city, have them prepare
an oral presentation about that city, including the major commerce or industry for that city, major landmarks,
and interesting historical facts about the city, and/or any famous Belgians who were born in that city. Give
students the option to choose another Belgian city that is not listed on the map. Alternative B: Have students
prepare a tourism poster or tourism brochure about their selected city, including interesting sites and landmarks.

Activity #4
After labeling the Belgian cities on the map, continue to use your reference materials to match the cities on
the maps with the following facts which pertain to each of the Belgian cities listed. Answers on page 68.
1. This university town is the capital of Wallonia, located where the Sambre and Meuse rivers come together.
2. This city was home to the famous Belgian painter, Peter Paul Rubens, and still boasts the painter’s home
and painting studio, Rubenshuis. It is also the largest city in Flanders.
3. This city’s patron saint, Ste Waudru, built a convent here in 650 AD. The church dedicated to her houses
the “Chariot of Gold” which carries her relics during an annual parade. Another city clue: stroking the head
of the little cast iron monkey at the Hôtel de Ville entrance is said to bring good luck.
4. Once a hub of steel and coal, today one of this city’s museums has a collection of 5,000 art prints, while
another celebrates the sculptures of Romanian born artist Idel Ianchelevici.
5. It’s the capital of the Province of Limburg, and it houses a famous fashion museum, a famous gin distillery,
and a famous Japanese garden.
6. This former European City of Culture boasts canals, a chocolate museum, and was home to the famous
Belgian priest and poet, Guido Gezelle.
7. This major industrial city once became a military base to fend off the threat of Louis XIV of France in
1666. The city was then renamed for the King of Spain. The main site is the city’s massive Hôtel de Ville.
8. The coastal town was a favorite of royalty and ruling classes in the late 19th century, who built casinos
and a racetrack here to complement their lavish lifestyles.
9. This city’s massive Medieval Het Gravensteen, or “Castle of the Counts,” was built by Baldwin Iron-Arm,
the first Count of Flanders to protect against Viking raids.
10. Home to one of Europe’s most prestigious universities, it was originally a fortified camp constructed by
Julius Caesar.
11. One of Belgium’s oldest urban centers, founded by the Romans, this city was badly damaged by the
Germans in WWII. The 465 AD birthplace of Frankish king Clovis.
12. La Cité Ardent, “The Hot-Blooded City” straddles the River Meuse, and was the birthplace of Georges
Simenon, Belgium’s best-selling author of all time.
13. The leading knight of the First Crusade into the Holy Land, Godefroid, the Duke of Lower Lorraine,

once owned this city’s famous castle fortress.

Fascinating Cities of Belgium (cont.)
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Belgium

Belgium is bordered by four countries and one body of water. The capital city is located near
the center of the country. The northern part of the country is called Flanders, and the people
there speak mostly Dutch. The southern region is called Wallonia, and the people there speak
mostly French. Use the outline map below to complete the activities listed on the previous two pages.

Student’s Name: ___________________________

Fascinating Cities of Belgium (cont.)
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1. Leading Surrealist painter from Lessines, Belgium:    ________________
2. World War II Battle, and Germany’s last Western Front offensive:  _________________
3. Animal pictured in the center of the Belgian Coat of Arms:  _______________________
4. Charles V decreed this fashion item be made in 15th cent. schools & convents:  _______
5. Artistic name of Pierre Culliford, creator of “The Smurfs”: _______________________
6. Decorative box for chocolate; means “small package of goods” in French:  ___________
7. World famous fashion designer from Brussels (2 words):  ________________________
8. Belgium’s Waterloo was an unhappy visit for this Frenchman:   ____________________
9. Belgium, a founding member, hosts headquarters for this organization (2 words):  ___
10. Breakfast food for which Belgium is famous:  ________________________________
11. Fictional Belgian detective of Agatha Christie novels:  _________________________
12. Northern Dutch or Flemish speaking region of Belgium:  _______________________
13. Southern French speaking region of Belgium:    _______________________________
14. Prince of the Eburones, “Bravest of the Gauls”:    ______________________________
15. The dog of Flanders, owned by Nello:  ______________________________________
16. Diamond capital of Belgium (and arguably of the world):  _______________________
17. Capital city of Belgium:  _________________________________________________
18. Musical instrument developed by Belgian Adolphe Sax:  _______________________
19. Famous cartoon created by Georges Remi (better known as Hergé):  _______________
20. Tijl (or Thyl) __________, legendary impudent trickster: _______________________
21. Molecular shaped building of the 1958 World’s Fair:  __________________________
22. Lange _________, giant of Flemish folklore who could change shape:  ___________
23. Eddie _________, five time Tour de France cyclist: _______________________
24. First King  following Belgian independence in 1830: ___________________________
25. African colony, originally personally owned by King Leopold II: _________________

26. Kim Clijsters’ & Justine Henin’s sport: _________________________________

It’s all about twos! Just as Belgium boasts two great linguistic regions, this lesson plan activity
boasts two distinct activities. Anyone can find words on a “Word Search” by simply looking

up, down or diagonally, forward or backward. However, this Word Search is as unique as
Belgium itself! Apply what you know (or research) about Belgium to complete this puzzle.

Students should first answer the 26 questions below about the Memphis in May honored
country of Belgium. Then locate each of the 26 answers hidden within the “Word Search”
puzzle on the following page. Words can be written forward or backward; across, up and
down or diagonally. Answers can be found on page 68.
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Belgian Two-Part Word Search
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T A R A N I M A G R I T T E R B I G F P E Y O U F SL
O N A U O R I A K U S O I G A N A T O I I A W A S AA
I U A V A D O R D E B S N A P O L E O N R W C P U WC
A E I L W R D N G A R A T A S N A C B A E O S O S HE
V H K L B L P M I L R K I A A Y I A S R N I R P M IY
I M C T E N N I S I N M N M K O Z G R E E A E A U RM
X A S A R N B I C S A R A N D E S M O T N P A I N SA
I P R A E I S H O S R P B L N Q U R A S R E P E M IN
R U V W N I E P T A D A D R V A S E S R E D N A L FT
O C T I C E U H I P O C S C A I H K I K I S E R W GH
I H A L H E A P H E O W W D H S A C K U S N R K A DE
B B S G R E C E M T G T A O U I N E W C T H I L I EM
M S A J O H Y D A Y I E L N T A N L K A O P S S C RA
A T R A C H E T I N G O L Q R O I B O O F F L H O VP
N Y E T D S O G O L G S O U E O B T R A B F A D T IN
T T R O P O T O R S I E N I S M A I H C E H L E S SI
W L I M I A M I N E N U I D E E L I I R R F D E E HC
E N P I K D U U U A S P A G D R N N G N B L V I S NH
R S E U I R A S S J O M O U A C M T W M E O D G H OO
P A E M N I S C L L P N D F M K S I I P R N G H C IT
U B N E M U O E A E N O H P O X A S D A S K I T L NT
C J A N Q C E I M O D M T E C R A L E A G S E A A UE
M H M S I N A M I P K Y R E A I M E D R S O L I O NL
E N O F T I O G N O C E H S T N A S U W O B W A R AJ
T M I A A T C K E L S L O N A T L S V R U E R M A EE
W C T H I O N E H D M U I T O U E U A G K A P A B PR
H E R C U L E P O I R O T S Y N O R O P N D O D L OI
I N A R A L C K N S O D L S T I F B U L G E Y A R RD

W L T H I A N E H A M M S T O S E L A G K A N N B UL
L E N R O B I A L C Z I L S Y G O J O H N D O Y L EE

After answering the 26 questions on the previous page about the honored country of Belgium,
locate those words within the Word Search puzzle below. Circle each answer as it runs forward
or backward, either across, up and down or diagonally. Answers to the completed Word Search
can be found on page 68.

Belgian Words in All Directions
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The popular Jeff Foxworthy-hosted television show, “Are

You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?” has taken Americans
back to the classroom. This activity involves your entire classroom in an educational game show

to test their knowledge of the Memphis in May honored country of Belgium. The activity involves one
evening of homework reading and one fun class period where classroom teams compete to graduate... or
drop out... from our University of Belgium contest!

Activity  -  The introductory pages 1 - 14 and this 3rd - 5th grade unit are packed with information about
Belgian history, geography, government, culture and famous Belgian citizens. Provide each student in your
classroom with photocopies of pages 1 - 14 and 27 - 40 from this guide, or instruct them to access the pages
directly from the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org/curriculumguide (just like an online
textbook, instructing them to read from the PDF Curriculum Guide document). Give them one or two
nights to thoroughly read the materials about Belgium, but don’t tell them about the classroom contest.

On the day of the “Are You Smarter Than a Belgian 5th Grader,” divide the class into four or five groups.
Instruct them that they will be competing to answer questions about Belgium taken from their reading
assignment (I hope they read it well!). Questions will be categorized by Geography, History, Culture,
Landmarks or Famous Belgians. As each team takes their turn, they choose from one of the five categories.
After the teacher reads their question from that category, they have 15 seconds to huddle together before
giving their answer. Correct answers earn fictional awards in Belgian francs, with the award amount increasing
for each correct answer (an incorrect answer, and they lose their winnings).

Did I say Belgian francs?! To be honest, your students probably learned in their homework and research that
the Belgian francs actually became obsolete on January 1, 1999 when they were replaced with European
euros (so you can present your game show rewards in either Belgian francs or euros).

Groups cannot repeat categories until all 5 categories have been selected once. Teams take turns, and the
teacher can choose to play one round (each group taking turns until all 5 categories of questions have been
attempted once) or two rounds (each group answering 10 questions, or each category twice). Of the five
categories in each round, each team has the choice to freeze their winnings and skip the fifth and final
question (whichever category they may think is the toughest). This strategy is critical because the team
which has earned the most fictional money wins the contest, and the fifth question of each round awards the
greatest number of Belgian francs. However, if they answer a question incorrectly anytime during the round,
they lose all of their current winnings (therefore, answering incorrectly on the fifth and final question almost
certainly knocks you from the competition).

First Correct Category Question Answered: Award 5,000 Belgian francs!
(Equals 125 euros, or about $169 U.S. dollars)

Second Correct Category Question Answered: Award 7,500 Belgian francs!
(Equals 187.5 euros, or about $253 U.S. dollars)

Third Correct Category Question Answered: Award 10,000 Belgian francs!
(Equals 250 euro, or about $339 U.S. dollars)

Fourth Correct Category Question Answered: Award 12,500 Belgian francs!
(Equals 312 euros, or about $423 U.S. dollars)

Fifth Correct Category Question Answered: Award 15,000 Belgian francs!
(Equals 375 euros, or about $498 U.S. dollars)

Are You Smarter Than a Belgian
Fifth Grader?
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Use the questions below, divided into categories, for your classroom “Are You Smarter Than
a Belgian 5th Grader” game show. Each group must answer from all five categories.

GEOGRAPHY
QUESTIONS

HISTORY
QUESTIONS

CULTURE
QUESTIONS

LANDMARK
QUESTIONS

FAMOUS
BELGIANS

1. Belgians call them
“frites.” What do we call
them?  French fries
2. What are the three
colors on the Belgian
flag?  Red, black &
yellow
3. What animal is on the
Belgian Coat of Arms?
Lion
4. What breakfast food
was made famous in
Belgium?  Waffles
5. What is the primary
language in Wallonia?
French or Walloon
6. About how many
citizens live in Belgium?
Eleven Million
7. For what type of rug-
like woven fabrics is
Belgium known?
Tapestries
8. What are Belgian
chocolates also known
as?  Pralines
9. What blue comic strip
characters were drawn
by Peyo?  Smurfs
10. For what intricately
woven fashion
accessory is Belgium
famous?  Lace
11. What is the primary
language in Flanders?
Dutch or Flemish
12. What are the beans
of the cacao tree used
to make?  Chocolate
13. Jeanne Deckers,
famous for her song,
“Dominique,” was
called what nickname?
The Singing Nun

1. What organization,
with headquarters in
Brussels, assures
defense to its member
states?  NATO
2. What Belgian city is
most famous for
diamonds?  Antwerp
3. What city is the
capital of Belgium?
Brussels
4. By 1340, what
Belgian city was second
largest city in Europe,
behind Paris?  Ghent
5. What famous
University was founded
in Belgium in 1425?
Leuven University
6. In what year was a
formal linguistic border
established?  1962
7. What forested
mountain range is in
Wallonia?  Ardennes
8. About how many
Belgians live in the
capital city of Brussels?
One Million
9. What building, built
by Victor Horta, is
known for its Art
Nouveau style?  Tassel
House
10. What molecular-
shaped building was
built for the ‘58 World’s
Fair?  Atomium
11. Most towns have a
tall bell tower. What is
it known as?  Belfry
12. Spelunkers often
explore these in the
Ardennes.  Caves

1. Who is the current
king of Belgium?  King
Albert II
2. Who invented Lisa
Simpson’s favorite
musical instrument?
Adolphe Sax
3. Who serves as the
Olympic Committee
president until 2013?
Jacques Rogge
4. What famous cartoon
did artist Georges Remi
create?  Tintin
5. What action movie
actor is also known as
“The Muscles from
Brussels”?  Jean-
Claude Van Damme
6. Who was Belgium’s
first king after
independence?  King
Leopold I
7. For what type of
painting was Rene
Magritte known?
Surrealist
8. For what sport is
Eddie Merckx famous?
Cycling
9. What was Peter Paul
Rubens famous for
doing?  Painting
10. For what sport is
Kim Clijsters famous?
Tennis
11. Belgian astronomy
professor Georges
Lemaître 1st proposed
what theory  Big Bang
12. Belgium’s Father
Damien spent most of
his life in what U.S.
state?  Hawaii

1. From what Celtic
tribe does Belgium
probably derive its
name?  Belgae
2. Who was defeated at
the Battle of Waterloo?
Napoleon
3. What was the last
major battle of World
War II fought in
Belgium?  Battle of the
Bulge
4. In what year did
Belgium last host the
Summer Olympics?
1920
5. What Roman
emperor defeated The
Belgae tribe?  Julius
Caesar
6. In what year did
Belgium gain its
independence?  1831
7. What Belgian city
once served as the
capital of the Franks?
Tournai
8. In 1477, Mary of
Burgundy married
Maximillian from what
European country?
Austria
9. Armies from what
countries defeated
Napoleon at Waterloo?
Britain and Prussia
10. The Belgian
Revolution of 1830
began after what type of
performance?  Opera
11. When Leopold I
became the first king of
Belgium in 1831, from
what country did he
come?  Germany

1. The countries of
Belgium, Netherlands
and Luxembourg are
known as what?
Benelux Nations
2. What body of water
shares a border with
Belgium?  North Sea
3. What is the northern
half of Belgium called?
Flanders
4. What country shares
the longest border with
Belgium?  France
5. What country is north
of Belgium?  The
Netherlands
6. What is the southern
half of Belgium called?
Wallonia
7. What African colony
was presented to King
Leopold II?  Congo
8. With what country
does Belgium share the
shortest border?
Luxembourg
9. Within what continent
is Belgium located?
Europe
10. What small
waterways flow through
several Belgian cities?
Canals
11. Belgium’s most
famous “Grand Place”
is in this city.  Brussels
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Smarter Than a Belgian Fifth Grader?
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Few countries in the world have a richer artistic history than the Kingdom of Belgium. From

the Renaissance painters beginning as early as the Middle Ages, through the Brueghel Dynasty,
the period of Belgium’s famous Antwerp artists, surrealism and Fauvism of the 20th century,

and even the underground art of the avant-garde COBRA Movement and Belgium’s unequalled Comic Strip
artists... Belgium has literally produced hundreds of prominent artists.

In the 15th century, Belgian Renaissance painters produced strong works of art using oil paints, creating
images featuring very intricate details and lifelike, unidealized portraits of people. Many Belgian artists
maintained links with artists in Italy, providing a rich, mutual exchange of painting techniques as artists in
both countries were attempting to capture visual reality, as if a camera had taken the picture. Many possessed
intricate details, and many also depicted religious scenes. Some of the most famous painters of Belgium’s
first golden period of painting, where realism was most important, include Jan van Eyck, Pieter Brueghel the
Elder, Pieter Brueghel the Younger,  Anthony van Dyck, Antoine Wiertz and of course Peter Paul Rubens.

Later in the 20th century, Belgium’s second golden age of painting moved away from Renaissance realism
for expressions of surrealism, with more strange, abstract, or dreamlike scenes. The primary artist of this
period was Rene Magritte, although others included Rik Wouters, Paul Delvaux and Marcel Broodthaers.

Activity #1 -  Engage your students in a discussion about various types of art paintings and the types they
like the best. Spend some time discussing the two very different “golden eras” of Belgian painting. Discuss
Renaissance painting with your students, and discuss what realism means. Also discuss how surrealist paintings
are different from Renaissance paintings. Use art history books from the library, or go online to provide
them with various examples of each to study. One good source is from the popular Musées (Museum)
Royaux des Beaux-Arts in Brussels, which houses a vast collection of paintings from most of Belgium’s
great artists. The museum web site is www.fine-arts-museum.be and includes hundreds of images which can
be shown to students for discussions and comparisons. You can also go to the web site www.ibiblio.org/wm/
paint/auth to search for Belgian artists by name and to find large pictures of paintings.

Show students paintings from Belgian Renaissance and surrealist artists. Ask them some of these questions:
1. What or who is the main subject or focal point of this painting?
2. What do you think this painting is about?
3. What are the main colors seen in this painting?
4. Do you think the painter used models or real people when painting this picture, or do you
think it was a scene he imagined in his head?
5. Do you think the painter is trying to communicate a particular message through this
painting?
6. Do you like the painting? Why or why not?
7. What is your favorite part of this painting?

Activity #2 -  For this activity, make copies of the painting on the following page and distribute to
students. In this painting, titled “Netherlandish Proverbs” by Pieter Bruegel the Elder (1568-1625), the
artist depicts a land populated with visual renditions of Belgian proverbs, which were popular during his
time. For Bruegel, it was not just a painting loaded with proverbs, but was also a study of human stupidity.
About 100 different Belgian proverbs have been identified in this painting, some still used today, some which

have faded from use, and some which never made it to the English language. With a little study and
observation, your students will spot a few of these painted proverbs.
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May I Have a Rubens on Wiertz?
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The famous Belgian painter wove almost 100 proverbs into this 46” x 64” painting, Netherlandish
Proverbs, which he painted in 1559. Study the painting to try to find the proverbs listed below.
Once you find them, circle them on the painting. Find many more, along with the location of each
proverb in the painting, at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlandish_Proverbs. Answers on page 68.

1. “To carry fire in one hand, and water in the other.”
(meaning: to stir up trouble).
2. “To bang one’s head against a brick wall.”
(meaning: to try to achieve the impossible).
3. “It depends on the fall of the cards.” (meaning: it
is up to chance).
4. “The world is turned upside down.” (meaning:
everything is opposite of what it should be).
5. “Big fish eat little fish.” (meaning: the more
powerful prey on the weaker).
6. “To throw one’s money in the water.” (meaning:

to waste one’s money).
7. “To hold an eel by the tail.” (meaning: to undertake
a difficult task).
8. “To yawn against the oven.” (meaning: to attempt
more than one can manage).
9. “To be barely able to reach from one loaf to
another.” (meaning: difficulty living within a budget).
10. “To cast roses before swine.” (meaning: to waste
effort on the unworthy).
11. “Two dogs over one bone seldom agree.”
(meaning: to argue over a single point).

Studying Brueghel the Elder
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Belgian chocolates are considered the finest in the world... the gourmet chocolate standard
against which all other chocolates are measured. The cornerstone of the Belgian chocolate
industry is the Belgian praline - a

chocolate layer surrounding a soft fondant center.
The Belgian “praline” should not be confused with
the sugary or caramel and pecan treats found in
American candy stores, especially throughout
Louisiana. Belgian chocolate makers take special
care in selecting the finest cocoa and the
ingredients to produce the special “praline” filling.
One big difference between Belgian and U.S.
chocolate is the percentage of cocoa per volume
being used. The shape and decorative appearance
of the finished chocolate is equally important, with
many chocolate artisans making each piece by
hand. A beautifully sculpted chocolate shell
conceals a center of filling which explodes in your
mouth with a surprising texture and flavor. These creamy fillings, known as nougats, come in many flavors,
including coffee, hazelnut, fruit or chocolate.

There are more than 2,000 chocolate shops located throughout Belgium. Chocolate stores selling chocolate
pralines can be found in virtually every Belgian town and small village. The country of Belgium produces an
incredible 172,000 tons of chocolate per year. With that much chocolate, you could create 764 Statues of
Liberty made entirely of chocolate!

History of Belgian Chocolate
History presents various important steps in the development of the famous Belgian chocolate praline.
According to some reports, in the 1670s, the Duke of Plessis-Pralin, an ambassador serving Louis XIII, had
the idea of inventing a candy that would distract the rebels of Bordelais. He discussed this idea with his chef,
and when the chef accidentally burned a sugar coating poured over almonds, the Duke became such a fan
that he tagged his own name to the sugary confection, inventing the praline. However, it was not until the
treat was perfected by Belgian chocolatiers that it skyrocketed in popularity.

Belgian history tells of a period when the Belgian ruler, Leopold II, controlled the African region known
today as the Democratic Republic of Congo. During this period of the 1800s, it was a colony known as the
Belgian Congo. King Leopold II imported cacao beans (also known as cocoa beans) from the Belgian
Congo, where they were harvested as seeds from the fruit of the Theobroma Cacao tree. These beans
(actually seeds) became the basis for chocolate (see “Making Chocolate” on the following page).

A second story of the invention of pralines dates back to the mid-1800s. Jean Neuhaus, founder of the
famous Neuhaus brand of chocolate, began producing a special version of chocolate called “couverteur”
which contained a higher percentage of cocoa butter. About the same time, two other Belgian chocolatiers
by the names of Michiels and Bieswal developed another type of Belgian chocolate known as “elephant”
chocolate,  using cocoa beans from the West African coast which boast a bolder taste. In 1912, Jean Neuhaus

An Entire Country Made of Chocolate
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invented a chocolate shell which could be filled with cream or nut pastes, thus inventing the
real Belgian chocolate legacy: the praline. Eight years later, to protect the delicate pralines,
Neuhaus designed the “ballotin,” the famous rectangular box which protects Belgian chocolates.
Prior to Neuhaus’ revolutionary packaging, Belgian pralines were wrapped in cone-shaped paper bags.

Making Chocolate
Cacao beans are found in the hard pods of the tall Theobroma Cacao tree, which can grow to heights of 20
to 40 feet. These trees bloom continuously, which allows for pods from mature trees to be harvested each
month. A pod is about 8 inches long, and contains 20 to 50 beans. The pods are harvested, usually with a
machete, and the beans are removed and fermented for three to nine days. Then they are dried in the sun for
about a week. The cacao beans are not chocolaty brown, as might be expected.

The dried beans are packed and shipped to manufacturers where they are sorted and cleaned. The manufacturer
then blends and roasts the beans in large rotary cylinders for several hours. It is during this roasting process
that the expected aroma, flavor and dark brown color begin to develop. The outer shells of the beans are
removed after roasting, and the beans are cracked into small pieces called nibs. These pieces are heated and
ground into a paste, creating cocoa butter. The result is cocoa paste, which is poured into molds to create
unsweetened chocolate. Unsweetened chocolate can then be placed into a large stirring vat, called a conche
(named after the Greek term for “seashell” which it resembles). During this process, which gives chocolate
its smooth texture, other ingredients are added to the unsweetened chocolate, including sugar, vanilla,
lecithin, dried milk, and other flavorings. After being passed through steel rollers, it is poured into molds and
allowed to cool.

Activity
Despite having over 2,000 chocolate shops, Belgium can always use a

few more! Have your students work in small assigned groups for this
activity. Have each group develop an imaginary chocolate shop. The

first step will be to give their chocolate shop a creative name, and
possibly even a logo. Encourage them to incorporate some unique

aspect of Belgium in the name of their chocolate shop, if possible,
such as “Chocolate Lace.”

Each “chocolate shop” should brainstorm and
create a unique, original chocolate treat. It may
be special because of an unusual ingredient used

inside the center of their chocolate (like broccoli!), or because
of its unique shape (maybe shaped like Monopoly houses!). Each group should

draw a picture of their chocolate, and give their original chocolate a unique name. They can
also choose to design a special wrapper or box, and should list any special ingredients on the
packaging.

Groups should then brainstorm and write a creative radio commercial and/or television commercial for their
special chocolate and chocolate shop. They should also create a poster or billboard advertisement for their
new product.
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Country Made of Chocolate  (cont.)
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Portrait of Bernard van Orley by
German artist Albrecht Dürer

In Belgium, tapestries are much more than rugs; they have been a part of the nation’s cultural
fabric for over six centuries. The intricate handmade craft began in Flanders in the 12th century,

but has since been practiced at centers in Brussels, Tournai, Oudenaarde, Brugge and Mechelen.
Belgian tapestries became more than woven designs. They became intricate, realistic works of art, and
therefore became status symbols of the nobility. Sometimes, even threads of gold and silver were woven in
with the fine wool, increasing the value. Resembling rugs, these often huge works of art were frequently
suspended on walls, and, during early centuries, their thick wool provided warmth and insulation against
interior stone walls of castles. Today, they continue to be one of Belgium’s most prized exports.

Belgian artist Bernard van Orley (1492-1542) revolutionized tapestry,
combining Italian idealism with Flemish realism. Born in Brussels, he
designed tapestries as well as intricate stained glass. He created many tapestry
series, including “The Medallion Months,” originally a set of 12 tapestries
representing each month, though only 7 are known to still exist today. The
detailed illustration on the following page represents “September,” depicting
a vintage scene of a grape harvest inside an oval featuring the twelve signs
of the zodiac, alternated with pairs of women representing the 24 hours of
the day. The top two corners feature Semele and Jupiter from Roman
mythology; the bottom corners show a pair of lovers and a man harvesting
grapes. The finished tapestry is an enormous 14 feet wide by 15 feet tall. Its
intricate details are obvious, and those details are incorporated into one of
the activities below.

Activity #1 - Design You Own Tapestry - Have each student
use an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper, or larger, to sketch their own tapestry
design. Urge students to follow the “Medallion” template on the following page, with a decorative border
around all sides, a circular band featuring images within the band, 4 images in each of the 4 corners, and a
primary image in the center. Encourage students to fill their tapestry design with images which relate to
Belgium. For a group activity twist, divide your classroom into 4 groups and give each group a large piece
of butcher paper. Each member of the group can then be responsible for one aspect of the tapestry design.
Display completed tapestries in your classroom. Even larger?! There’s no way a 14 x 15 foot tapestry could
fit in your classroom, but, for a week-long art and geography project, tape together long rolls of butcher
paper to create a huge 6 foot by 8 foot sheet of paper. Allow your entire classroom to work on designing,
sketching and coloring the huge tapestry, completing one portion of the tapestry each day. Display your
classroom’s huge Belgian tapestry in the hallway outside your room, educating passing
students and teachers about the culturally rich country of Belgium.

Activity #2 - Studying Orley’s Design - Make photocopies of Orley’s
“September” tapestry from the following page and distribute to each member of your class.
Have each student closely study Orley’s very detailed design to locate the following items.
Once each item is found, students should circle it.

   Ladder            Basket with a Handle            A Castle            Three Birds
   Bow and Arrow            Wide-Brimmed Straw Hat            Belt with a Tassel
   Water Pitcher            Sword or Dagger
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Weaving a Belgian Tapestry
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Locate these items:     Ladder        Basket with a Handle        Belt with a Tassel        Castle
  Bow & Arrow       Wide-Brimmed Straw Hat       3 Birds       Water Pitcher       Dagger

Weaving a Belgian Tapestry (cont.)
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More than any other country, Belgium is world-famous for its delicate lace, becoming a status
symbol after arising during the early Renaissance period. In fact, Emperor Charles V decreed

that lace-making should be a compulsory skill for girls in convents. The trade reached its peak in
the 18th century. In Bruges and Brussels, the centers of the trade, bobbin lace-makers must rely on skillful
counting in order to create these detailed and delicate works of art. This activity, “Trace the Lace,” will also
require skillful counting by your students, as they must locate and circle the eyelets of the lace whose
adjoining numbers provide the correct answers. Answers on page 68.

Activity:  Circle the designated number of touching eyelets which provide the correct mathematical
answer.
1. Circle three whose sum is 19.
2. Circle four whose sum is greater than 90.
3. Circle the only two whose difference is 23.
4.  Circle 7 which feature sequential numbers.
5. Circle 4 whose average equals 10.

6. Circle 7, all with even numbers.
7. Circle the 3 whose sum & product is the same.
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8. Circle 4 which, when multiplied, equal 100.
9. Circle 5 which are all prime numbers.
10. Circle 3 with a sum that will give you the
largest possible number.
11. Circle four with a sum that will give you
the smallest possible number.
12. Circle 5 whose sum is less than 10.
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Mathematically Trace the Lace
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Let’s start with the Belgian basics! How does Belgium’s government compare with the U.S.?
How long does it take to drive from Antwerp to Spa? Where do I get my Belgian national
identification card? Once your students gather a few basics about this fascinating European
country, we’ll take our Belgian exploration a little further. What’s the meaning behind that Belgian proverb?
What’s the meaning behind that Magritte painting? However, before we learn more, we must first determine
how much we already know, and what we hope to learn.

Getting to Know Belgium Better

1.  _____________
__________________

2. _____________
__________________

3. _____________
__________________

4. _____________
__________________

5. _____________
_____________________

6. _____________
__________________

7. _____________
__________________

8. _____________
__________________

9. _____________
_____________________

What I Know
About Belgium

What I Want to Know
About Belgium

1.  _____________
__________________

2. _____________
__________________

3. _____________
__________________

4. _____________
__________________

5. _____________
_____________________

6. _____________
__________________

7. _____________
__________________

8. _____________
__________________

9. _____________
_____________________

What I Learned
About Belgium

1.  _____________
__________________

2. _____________
__________________

3. _____________
__________________

4. _____________
__________________

5. _____________
_____________________

6. _____________
__________________

7. _____________
__________________

8. _____________
__________________

9. _____________
_____________________

Before your students begin any of the activities in this grade unit, distribute copies of this page and have
them fill in the first two columns. Have them keep the chart, and ask them to complete the third column,
“What I Learned About Belgium” at the completion of your classroom focus on the 2011 Memphis in May
honored country of Belgium.

Becoming a Better Belgian  6th-8th Grade Unit
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Size is not the only difference between these two countries. The CIA online “World Factbook”

at https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html offers information
about all countries around the globe, regarding topics ranging from natural resources, population,

government, military and more. In addition to the information provided for this activity, many more facts
about Belgium and the U.S. are available. Use the information to answer questions on the following page.

Belgium United States

Total Area: 30, 528 sq. km. 9,631,420 sq. km

Population: 10,414,336 307,212,123

Language: Dutch (Official) 59%, English 82.1 %
French (Official) 40% Spanish 10.7%
German (Official) 1% Other 7.2%

Religion: Roman Catholic  75% Protestant 51%
Other (Including Protestant) 25% Roman Catholic 24%, Other 25%

Chief of State: King Albert II President Barack Obama

Head of Government: Prime Minister Yves Leterme President Barack Obama
resigned in April, 2010, but remained
government caretaker as Belgium worked to
develop a Flemish majority government

G.D.P.: 381.4 billion 14.26 trillion

Labor Force: 5.01 million 154.1 million

Unemployment 8.3% 9.7%

% Below Poverty: 15.2% 12%

Oil Production 11,200 bbl/day 8.514 million bbl/day

Oil Consumption 716,800 bbl/day 19.5 billion bbl/day

Export Partners: Germany 19.8%  France Canada 20.1%, Mexico 11.7%
17.4%, Netherlands 12.2%, China 5.5%, Japan 5.1%
U.S. 4.8%, Italy 4.7% Germany 5.1%, U.K 4.1%

Import Partners: Netherlands 19.4%, Germany China 16.4%, Canada 15.7%
17.2%, France 11%, U.K. Mexico 10.1%, Japan 6.6%,
5.7%, U.S. 5.5%, China 4.1% Germany 4.6%

Comparing Belgium & the U.S.
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Activity Questions:
Use the information on the previous page and other sources to answer the following questions.

1. Which U.S. State is closest in size to Belgium?  How many times would the country of Belgium fit
within the state of Tennessee?

2. Which U.S. States have a larger population than Belgium?

3. Notice that Belgium has three official languages.  What does it mean for a country to have an official
language?  What problems could arise with a country having three official languages?

4. Belgium has a Head of State and a separate Head of Government.  Find out the responsibilities that
each position has?

5. Calculate the per capita G.D.P for both countries.

6. Notice the difference in the labor forces of the two countries.  What are some advantages of having a
huge labor force?  What would be some disadvantages of having a huge labor force?

7. Extrapolate the numbers to calculate how much oil Belgium would use if its population was as large as
the United States.

8. Create two pie graphs representing the
export partners and import partners of
Belgium. Do the same for the United States.

SPI
Social Studies
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Social Studies
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The information on the previous page, pulled from the CIA “World Factbook” web site, provides
economic, government, religious and language comparisons between the United States and the
Kingdom of Belgium. Utilize the information provided, as well as other research sources such
as library reference materials and the internet to determine answers to the following questions.

Liège at night, straddling the River Meuse
(above), and Brussel’s famous Grand Place at
night (left).

Answers: 1.) South Carolina (32,020 sq. mi.)
compared to Belgium (30,528);  1.381 times;  2.)
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Florida, New York,
Texas, California.  5.) Belgium - $36,622; U.S. -
$46,417;  7.)  21,144,857.4 bbl/day

Comparing Belgium & the U.S. (cont.)
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Sitting comfortably between France and The Netherlands, Belgium also enjoys a coast along
the North Sea, which played a prominent role in the country’s growth and history. The map of

Belgium below will come in handy for several different activities throughout this Memphis in
May Curriculum Guide, including the “Map Skills Activity” on the following page.

Belgian Map Skills Activity
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Student & Classroom Questions
Use the map on the previous page to complete the following activities. Consider having students
create a large wall map for your classroom, and post major Belgian cities, geographical features
and attractions they learn about on it.

Questions:  Answer the following questions using the map.

1. How many miles of border does Belgium share with each of the following countries:
A. Netherlands
B. Germany
C. Luxembourg
D. France

2. Which cities are located closest to the following coordinates:
A. 51° N, 3° W
B. 50° N, 4° W
C. 50° N, 5° W
D. 51° N, 4° W

3. Name the cities which the Meuse River runs through.

4. Use the scale at the bottom of the key on page 44 to measure the distance, in miles, between the following
cities:

A. Brussels - Philippeville
B. Brugge - Gent
C. Antwerp - Spa
D. Knokke - Brussels

5. How long would it take to travel
from Brussels to Oostande by train if
the average speed were 80 miles per
hour?

Town Hall for the city of
Namur, located southeast of

Brussels near the center of
Belgium (right).
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Belgian Map Skills Activity (cont.)
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Stroll past any travel agency and see all of the exciting travel posters displayed in the windows...
enticing you to pack your bags and jump on board a plane for an exciting visit to an exotic
destination? A country as diverse and interesting as Belgium offers a wide selection of vistas,

historical tours and cultural experiences. Offering unique opportunities, your city-by-city tour of Belgium
will introduce you to ancient castles, creative chocolatiers, fascinating museums, and breathtaking landmarks.

Activity  If the Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau created a promotional poster to entice tourists
to visit Memphis, it would probably include images of musicians, the Mississippi River, and the city skyline.
For this activity, students will choose a Belgian city and work as individuals or within a group to research
and create a promotional poster for their Belgian city.

Materials:  Access to the library and the internet; poster boards; markers; paint; list of cities in Belgium.

1. Teachers are encouraged to utilize the maps of Belgium in this Curriculum Guide or resource materials to
compile a list of cities throughout Belgium. Write each on a small piece of paper or index card, and allow
each student in your class to select one of the cards. The city they select will be assigned to them. Students
will then be assigned to create a promotional poster advertising that city.

2. Students are then to locate magazines, photos, print images, or use art materials to create illustrations for
their poster. The images might depict the city’s unique costumes, food, museums, activities and festivals,
scenery, landmarks, or anything else that makes that city
unique and which would entice tourists to visit. Students
should strive to make their poster bright, attractively
arranged, visually stimulating. They should also make sure
that the images are accurate. They can choose to include
a bright border, if they wish. They should also creatively
include the name of the city prominently on the poster.
They may choose to include additional words, although
most of the poster should “tell the story” through pictures.

3. Once all posters are finished, have each student or group
display their poster before the class, and explain the
components of their poster as well as their decision to
include the images they chose.

4. After all of the presentations have been completed,
display the posters around your room or along the wall
in the hallway for other students to see, inviting them to
visit these wonderful and exciting cities of Belgium.

Additional:  If your students are
proficient with online design and
printing technologies, have them also
design promotional brochures for their
assigned cities. Hold a travel fair for
students throughout the school,
including booths, posters, brochures,
crafts and music, all representing and

promotiong each Belgian city.

Promote a Belgian City
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One European proverb actually states, “A country can be judged by the quality of its proverbs.”
Proverbs are among the threads which create the national fabric of a country, as its citizens
impart wisdom and culture from generation to generation. Proverbs fall among a country’s literary
traditions, just like national folklore and literature. Belgian folklore includes rich characters like Tijl
Uilenspiegel, Lange Wapper, Antigone the Giant, and others. Its proverbs, including the ones listed below,
impart rich insight into Belgian life and wisdom. Famous
Belgian Renaissance painter, Peter Brueghel the Elder (1568-
1625) created the painting, “Netherlandish Proverbs” in which
he incorporated almost 100 past or current Belgian proverbs
(image right; activity pages 34-35). William Penn once wrote,
“The wisdom of nations lies in their proverbs, which are brief
and pithy. Collect and learn them; they are notable measures
of direction for human life; you have much in little; they save
time in speaking; and upon occasion may be the fullest and
safest answers.”

Activity:  Have students work individually or in pairs to
interpret the following Belgian proverbs. Have students di-
vide a sheet of paper in half. On the top half of the paper, have them create an illustration of the literal
interpretation of their chosen or assigned proverb. On the bottom half of the sheet, have them write their
own interpretation of the meaning of the Belgian proverb.
1. Weeds never perish.
2. He who sieves too much keeps the rubbish.
3. Honor is better than honors.
4. One spot stains the whole dress.
5. Those who counsel do not pay.
6. Truth seldom finds a home.
7. He who does not wish for little things, does not deserve
big things.
8. The horse must graze where it is tethered.
9. We have quite enough to do weeding our own garden.
10. The beggar may sing before the thief.
11. While the sheep bleats, it loses its mouthful.
12. Experience is the comb that nature gives us when we’re
bald.

Statue of Brabo, victor over Antigone, in Antwerp
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Additional:  Have students utilize library or online tools to
properly translate their designated proverb into each of Belgium’s three primary languages: French, Dutch
and German. Expand the activity by having students not only interpret their proverb, but also illustrate it.
Encourage students to incorporate other Belgian items into their illustrations (for example, picture “weeds
never perish” among the gardens of Brussels’ Grand Place).

Belgian Proverbs
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“My painting is visible images which conceal nothing: they evoke mystery and, indeed,
when one sees one of my pictures, one asks oneself this simple question, ‘What does that
mean?’. It does not mean anything, because mystery means nothing either, it is unknowable.”

This quote by famous Belgian surrealist painter, Rene Magritte, addresses this artist’s perspective of his own
works of art and his critics, many of whom are puzzled by his mysterious images. Magritte, who lived from
1898 until 1967, described the surrealistic art movement as restoring “the familiar with the strange.” Magritte’s
images, as well as those of other surrealist painters of Belgium and throughout Europe, represent a strong
contrast from Belgium’s initial golden artistic age of realism which was established by masters like Jan van
Eyck and Peter Paul Rubens in the 15th to 17th centuries.  The “gallery” on these two pages, featuring
actual Magritte images, is to be used for the activity on the following page.

The Birth of the Idol (1926)La Thérapeute  (1941)

Golconda (1953)

The Pleasure Principle (1937)

The Secret Player (1927)

Visiting the Rene Magritte Gallery
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Activity #1  Have students select one of the 9 Rene
Magritte paintings featured on this two-page gallery,
or allow them to research and locate another Magritte
image online (Caution: Some of Magritte’s paintings
feature material which may not be appropriate for students). Give students one week to
study their painting, and to write a two-page short story, using the images from their painting
as a basis for their fictional story. Short stories should be written in proper literary style.
Short stories can be humorous, dramatic or mysterious.

Activity #2  After selecting one of the Magritte paintings, have students research the
painting and the year within Magritte’s painting career it was painted. Have them write a one-page paper,
giving their personal interpretation of the painting and its meaning.

Homesickness (1941)

The Ladder of Fire (1939) The Philosopher’s Lamp (1936)

On The Threshold of Freedom (1930)
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Visiting the Rene Magritte Gallery (cont.)
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With so many influences among its current varied population, it is not surprising that the

Belgians have a passion for food and cooking. Various invaders throughout history including
the Romans, Vikings, Spanish, French and English have all left their mark on the national cuisine.

The much quoted saying is that the Belgians cook their food with the finesse of the French but serve it in
generous German-sized portions!

Many of the more hearty stews and soups are recipes handed down from one generation to another. Belgian
chocolates and beer are internationally renowned and are in themselves a lure for many tourists with festivals
celebrating both products.

Street stands selling waffles and chips are found
almost everywhere for those wanting something
quick. Restaurants tend to approach things
more seriously and meals are seldom hurried.
Street food in Belgium also means frites, or
French fries. Stands serve them in a paper cone
accompanied by mayonnaise, bearnaise or curry
sauce. Another popular fast food is the Belgian
waffle. Stands in outdoor markets bake them
with crunchy bits of pearl sugar in the batter.
Roasted chestnuts are an aromatic item heating
in outdoor stalls in the winter months.

Belgian Cuisine
Many Belgians and non-Belgians consider Belgian food to be Europe’s second finest cuisine
(behind the French). Flemish cuisine has a strong Dutch influence as one might expect, whereas
Wallonian cuisine is similar to French cooking with lots of rich sauces. There is a huge variety
of places to dine, from modest cafés to Michelin-starred restaurants throughout the country.

Most entree dishes are meat or fish based; there is little vegetarian food offered except at
specialist restaurants. Coastal areas tend to favor seafood dishes, and many dishes are livened
up with herbs and spices. Medieval influences can often be found in dishes which combine
sweet and sour tastes, such as Buttermilk Soup with Apples or Braised Chicken with Grapes.

Desserts almost always involve pastries or chocolate. Belgium is known internationally for its chocolates,
especially for pralines (filled with cream, nuts or rich dark chocolate and covered with milk or white chocolate).
The Belgians produce a massive 172,000 tons of chocolate per year. There are over 2,000 chocolate shops,
and many factories allow guided tours or tastings. The Antwerpse Handjes - sand cookies or chocolates
with or without marzipan shaped like a hand - are a well-known treat that is always in demand. Other typical
sweets are Antwerps gebak, between a biscuit or a cake, covered with almonds, apricot jam and sugar icing
and the Semini biscuit, a light sweet biscuit with sesame seeds and a marzipan image of the Antwerp
fertility symbol Semini.

Activity:  Test some of the recipes on the following page, or search for others, then involve parents to
organize a Belgian food festival. In addition to sampling Belgian sweets, include a sampling of Belgian
crafts, music and trivia contests. Remember, check on student allergies and your school’s rules regarding
     food in the classroom before firing up your Belgian ovens!

SPI
Social Studies

6.1.spi.1
Social Studies

6.1.tpi.2
Social Studies

6.1.tpi.10
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Now that your class has explored the diverse foods offered throughout Belgium, it’s time for
them to try their hands at a few classic Belgian dessert recipes. The following four recipes are
simple and can be done in the classroom or easily prepared and brought in for tasting.

BELGIAN BUSTER BAR DESSERT
1 (15 oz.) pkg. chocolate sandwich cookies1 stick butter (melted)
1/2 gal. vanilla ice cream
1 1/2 c. Spanish peanuts
1 sm. jar caramel topping
FROSTING:
2 c. brown sugar
1 1/2 c. evaporated milk
1/2 c. butter
2/3 c. chocolate chips
Crush cookies, add melted butter, press into 9x13pan. Add 1/2 gallon ice cream. Spread over crust.Cover with peanuts and caramel topping. Freeze.Frosting: Melt all ingredients together and boil 8minutes. Cool. Frost ice cream mixture with frosting.Cover and freeze until ready to serve.

EASY BELGIAN RICE PUDDING

4 1/4 c. milk
1/2 c. rice
1/4 c. + 2 tbsp. sugar
1 egg separated
Saffron or cinnamon or allspice

Boil the milk. Add the rice, stirring constantly with a

wooden spoon until milk boils again. Cover and

simmer about 1 hour until rice swells. After rice is

swollen and cooked, add the saffron (or cinnamon, or

saffron and cinnamon, or allspice) and cook a few more

seconds. Take mixture off the heat. Add sugar and

egg yolk and stir. (Add a few drops water to the egg

yolk and mix. Slowly pour it into mix while stirring.

This keeps the yolk from curdling when added to hot

mixture.)

BELGIAN ALMOND COOKIES

1 (1 lb) box dark brown sugar
1/2 lb (2 sticks) butter
1 egg, slightly beaten
Sift together:
2 cups flour, or enough to make a stiff dough that can
be rolled
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. cream of tartar
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 c. chopped almonds

Melt butter and mix with brown sugar, add sifted
ingredients. Add egg and nuts. If a little dry, add 1
tablespoon milk. Mix well, form into two rolls and
wrap in wax paper. Refrigerate overnight. Slice 1/4
inch thick. Bake at 350°F 10 to 12 minutes.

Beat the egg white very stiff and fold it into the

mixture. Can be served immediately or cooled in

refrigerator. Serve with brown sugar, grenadine, fruit

or canned fruit and juice on top.

Fabulous Foods of Belgium (cont.)
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The area that is present-day Belgium has a long and rich history.  Over the centuries the land

has been part of many great European empires.  To help students better understand a portion of
this history, complete the following activity that involves a timeline of important events from

Belgian history.

Activity:  On index cards, write the following important events in the history of Belgium.

King Clovis of the Franks founded a kingdom which included Belgium.

Charlemagne was made King of the Franks.

Maximilian of Austria married Mary of Burgundy and Belgium was brought under the rule of Austria.

Maximilian’s grandson, Charles the Bold, inherited the Netherlands, which included present-day Belgium.

Charles the Bold became the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V.

Charles gave up Belgium to his son, Phillip II.

The conflict between Belgium and Spain finally came to an end when Spain recognized the independence
of the Netherlands, which included Belgium.

Belgium came under the rule of Austria.

The Brabant Revolution occurred defeating the armies from Austria.

Belgium became a part of France.

After Napoleon was defeated, the Congress of Vienna decided that Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg
should be united.

Belgium gained its independence from the Netherlands.

Leopold I became King of Belgium.

King Leopold II sent explorers to Africa and established the Congo Free State.

The United States forced the king to give control of the Congo to the Belgian Parliament.

The Congo Free State was named the Belgian Congo.

King Albert I became the new King of Belgium.

The Belgian Congo obtained independence from Belgium.

After writing each of these events on an index card, have each student select one (or have students work in
pairs). The student’s assignment will be to:

A) Research the event and (1) find out the year it took place, and (2) write a paragraph explaining the
impact the event had on Belgium and the world.

B) During the following class period, as students reveal their findings, create a timeline of the events.
You can either create the timeline as a class, or have each student create their own. The timeline can
be displayed on a bulletin board or displayed along a classroom wall.  Allow students to earn extra
credit by conducting extra research and submitting other important events from Belgium’s history to
add to the timeline.

SPI
History
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History
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Belgian Timeline Activity
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All Belgians who are twelve and above are issued a National Identification Card. Belgians
fifteen and above are required to always carry it with them, unless they are within a 200
meter range of their homes (foreigners, too, must at all times be able to provide identification,
either a passport, or an I.D. issued by the Belgian government). The title page of European Union passports
bears the name “European Union,” then the name of the issuing country in the languages of all E.U. countries.

The Belgian National I.D. card holds the following information:

   Photograph
   Names of the holder
   Nationality: Belgian
   Date and place of birth
   Sex
   Signature
   I.D. card number
   Period of validity
   Optional
   Marital status
   State register number (Each individual is issued a unique
number for administration purposes)

In the future, the I.D. will be replaced with a chip card, with
more information stored within the chip. The address of the
holder won’t be printed on the card, either. The I.D. card
may be used as a form of identification when traveling within
the E.U.  For travel to countries outside the E.U., a Belgian
citizen must carry a passport.

Activities & Questions
Share the above information with the class, and lead a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of a
National I.D. Card. Include the following questions in your classroom discussion.

1. Why do you think a country would institute a National I.D. Card policy?
2. Why do you think that cards aren’t issued until a person is twelve years old?
3. What are some possible downsides for an individual to have a National I.D.?
4. What are some possible downsides for a government to issue a National I.D.?
5. Do you think a National I.D. Card policy would be effective in the United States?

Activity #1
Have students create a National I.D. Card for themselves, 20 years in the future.

Activity #2
Divide the class and lead them in a classroom debate, with one side supporting the benefits of a National I.D.
Card policy in the United States, and the opposing side arguing the problems of such a policy.

Original painting by Belgian expressionist master,
James Ensor. ID Card by government of Belgium!
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May I See Your National I.D.?
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Like the canals of Antwerp, this Belgian Crossword Puzzle connects your students to all

things Belgian. Make copies of this puzzle and distribute to students to attempt individually, in
pairs, or as a homework assignment. Most answers can be found throughout this Curriculum

Guide, or allow students to use library or internet research. Answers can be found on page 68.

Across
4. The southern half of the country.
6. Futuristic, chemistry-inspired building
constructed for the 1958 World’s Fair.
7. Belgian city famous for diamonds.
9. First king of independent Belgium.
11. African colony once controlled by
Belgium.
13. The current king of Belgium.
15. Home to headquarters for both the
European Union and NATO.
18. Animal on the Coat of Arms &
atop the monument at Waterloo.

19. The country which shares the
longest border with Belgium.

21. Belgium’s favorite sport.
22. Small country bordering Belgium to the
southeast.
23. Body of water which borders the country
to the northwest (two words).
24. Belgian musician who invented Bill
Clinton’s favorite musical instrument.

Down
1. Border country which boasts Europe’s
largest population.
2. Three-quarters of Belgians claim this
religion.
3. Language spoken in Flanders.

4. Belgian city where Napoleon was
defeated.
5. Country bordering Belgium to the north.
8. Famous Belgian breakfast food.
10 The yummy treat is loved around the
world.
12. One of Belgium’s most brilliant artists.
14. Language spoken in the southern half
of the country.
16. Artistic movement of the 1920s of
which Magritte was a major influence.
17. The northern half of Belgium.
20. Official Belgian currency.

The Big Belgium Crossword Puzzle
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In this 9th through 12th grade unit, students will have the opportunity to explore and debate
different sides of Belgium. Conflicting sides which collided within this beautiful country in the
devastating Battle of Waterloo and, later, Battle of the Bulge; a humorous side explored through Belgium’s
huge comic strip industry; even regional divides determined by diverse languages... all are explored throughout
this unit, and will hopefully be fully explored by your students.

The Battle of Waterloo
The Battle of Waterloo was fought just south of Brussels between the French, under the command of
Napoleon Bonaparte, and the Allied armies commanded by the Duke of Wellington from Britain and General
Blücher from Prussia. The French defeat at Waterloo ended 23 years of war beginning with the French
Revolutionary wars in 1792 and continuing with the Napoleonic Wars from 1803. There was a brief eleven-
month respite when Napoleon was forced to abdicate, exiled to the island of Elba. However, the unpopularity
of Louis XVIII and the economic and social instability of France motivated Napoleon to return to Paris in
March 1815. The Allies soon declared war once again. Napoleon’s final defeat at Waterloo marked the end
of the Emperor’s final bid for power, and the final chapter in his remarkable career.

The Protagonists - Napoleon Bonaparte had always been driven by his desire to make France a European
empire. He had carried out a coup against the government of the First Republic of France in 1799 and
established himself as ruler, eventually to declare himself First Consul for life and Emperor in 1804. Napoleon
had ambitions to make France the most powerful country in Europe by conquering other countries including
Britain. In 1803, Britain declared war on France and the ensuing ‘Napoleonic Wars’ were fought between
France and various Allied coalitions over the next 11 years. The Allies successfully invaded France in 1814
and forced Napoleon to abdicate at the Treaty of Fontainbleau. The European powers were meeting in
Vienna to re-establish the territorial balance in Europe when news came of Napoleon’s escape from Elba on
March 1, 1815 and his re-entry into Paris. The Allies renewed their declaration of war on Napoleon and the
7th Coalition between Britain, Austria, Prussia and Russia was formed on March 25. They began assembling
their troops, intending to attack along the French borders and march on Paris from different directions to
crush the French. In the event, only the armies of Wellington and Blücher were in place in Belgium. The
Austrians and Russians only arrived after Napoleon had been defeated.

Strategies - After his return to France, Napoleon developed a strategy to defeat the Allies. He re-established
himself in Paris and began building his army for an invasion of Belgium, his goal to capture Brussels. His
plan was to mount an offensive attack and destroy the Allied troops gathering in Belgium. His plan was to
divide the armies and defeat them separately, forcing Wellington’s army to retreat back to the Belgian coast
in the west and the Prussians to the east. He deployed his army along the French border, centering his
headquarters at Beaumont across the border from Belgium. He was ready to attack on June 15, 1815.

In order to separate British and Prussian troops, Napoleon ordered Marshal Ney to advance on Quatre-
Bras, a crossroads between Brussels and Charleroi and Nivelles and Namur. Allied Dutch-Belgian troops
under Prince William of Orange were already positioned in the area and succeeded in holding off the French
attack until reinforcements arrived. They held their ground, resulting in a June 16 stalemate. The result may
have been a timing coincidence. Had Marshal Ney attacked Quatre-Bras earlier the outcome could have
been very different as, until reinforcements arrived, the French army outnumbered the Allies, increasing the
chances of victory. If the Allies were defeated, they may have retreated completely rather than regrouping

Exploring Different Sides of Belgium
9th-12th Grade Unit
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at Mont St Jean, just north of Quatre-Bras. At Ligny, the Prussian army occupied strongholds

of walled gardens and stone houses and lined up on the forward slope of the Ligny Brook with
the troops to the right guarding the villages of St. Armand and St. Armand Haye. Heavy fighting

ensued with casualties on both sides, but the Prussians were forced to commit more troops. The French
were victorious, but failed to totally destroy the Prussian army, able to retreat with their injured and dead
north to Wavre east of Waterloo. Napoleon succeeded in keeping the Allied armies apart, but mistakenly
believed the Prussians were defeated. He was confident that Wellington could also be defeated.

Preparing for battle - On the morning of June 18, 1815, Wellington was occupying the ridge of Mont
St Jean, just south of Waterloo, and Napoleon that of La Belle Alliance across the valley. Wellington was
short of well-trained infantry, but he believed in the use of carefully deployed firepower. Observing that his
troops were outnumbered, Wellington decided his best plan was to stand firm until the Prussians arrived. In
the meantime, the Prussians were regrouping at Wavre. Blücher ordered an undefeated corps, under the
command of General Bulow, to go to St-Lambert in readiness to support Wellington if necessary while other
troops were ordered to follow when ready. Marshal Grouchy had been sent in pursuit of the Prussians with
orders from Napoleon to prevent the Prussian army from linking up with the Allies. Napoleon had built up
his army from veterans, disenchanted peasants and conscripts, all hastily trained having been assembled at
short notice. His strength lay in his artillery and cavalry, which were greater than Wellington’s. He relied on
surprise and aggression rather than firepower; his priority was to break the enemy’s frontline. He aimed to
create a diversion by attacking Hougoumont first, following that with heavy artillery bombardment to
soften the defenses on the Allied centre and left before mounting a full attack on the ridge.

The Battle
11:30am The French launched their diversionary attack against Wellington. The Allied line hid behind the
ridge except for Bylandt’s Dutch-Belgian brigade which was forced to retire. The diversionary tactics were
not carried through as Napoleon’s brother, Jerome, made an attempt to capture the farm. He involved his
division and a brigade from another division in a full-scale battle. Wellington stood firm.
1:00pm The French opened fire before d’Erlon’s Corps marched forward in traditional columns across the
field from the French right past La Haye Sainte. They came under fire from the garrisons at La Haye Sainte.
Despite heavy casualties from Allied artillery fire, the French succeeded in capturing Papelotte and La Haye
Sainte. As Wellington’s troops moved forward to engage the French, the reserves moved up to support the
left. At the time the infantry was attacking, Napoleon intercepted a message from Bulow to Wellington
revealing the Prussian’s presence in the St Lambert area to his right. He sent Lobau’s infantry and Subervie’s
cavalry to face the Prussian troops. The French were beaten back from La Haye Sainte and Wellington ran
home his advantage by having the cavalry brigades attack. The French infantry were surprised and easily
overcome, but the Allied cavalry suffered during a counter attack. The left flank was weak, but Napoleon’s
right flank was also badly wrecked. Wellington was unable to take advantage without Prussian support.
3:00pm Knowing that La Haye Sainte was a key stronghold, Napoleon ordered Marshal Ney to capture it,
smashing the Allied centre. Ney had seen lines of Wellington’s wounded soldiers walking along the road to
Brussels. Believing the British were retreating, he ordered his cavalry to charge across the battlefield.
Wellington’s formation stood firm and the French cavalry made little impact, especially since Ney had no
fresh infantry reserves available, as they were tied down by the Prussians. The French artillery also had to
cease firing because, had they continued, they would have also been inflicting casualties on their own side.
Wellington was short of cavalry and artillery but counter attacked anyway. The French eventually had to

retire; however, an infantry force did manage to capture La Haye Sainte. This meant that French artillery
were able to line up right below the ridge making the Allied infantry sitting targets if they

The Battle of Waterloo (cont.)
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appeared over it. Wellington could only await further developments. Ney called on Napoleon
for reinforcements: “Some troops!” Napoleon replied, “Where do you expect me to get them
from?” At the time Napoleon was more concerned about the advancing Prussians. Desperate to
stop them from joining Wellington, he decided to send his Imperial Guard to recapture Plancenoit first and
to send the remainder to fight Wellington’s troops.
7:00pm The French marched across the field between Hougoumont and La Haye Sainte. The troops near
Hougoumont were fired upon by Allied forces and decimated, but those on the side of the French-held La
Haye Sainte got through and went over the ridge. The Allied forces were waiting, and although the French
broke through the front line, Maitland’s brigade in the reserve surprised them. The French fled, with some
remaining behind to block the Allied advance and screen their Emperor’s retreat from the battlefield. It was
the first time Napoleon’s Guard had ever been forced to retreat. Under orders from Wellington who had
seen the Prussians advancing on his left, the Allied line swept down from the ridge and defeated the Guard.
9.00pm Blücher met Wellington at La Belle Alliance. A fresh Prussian cavalry pursued the retreating French.
Blücher wanted to name the battle “La Belle Alliance” but Wellington insisted upon a tradition of his, that it
be called after the place where he had spent the night before the battle, Waterloo.

Why did Napoleon lose? - The battle was closely fought and either side could have won, but mistakes
in communication, leadership and judgment ultimately led to French defeat. (1). Communication was key.
The fastest way to communicate was by sending messages on horseback, but this meant a delay in instructions
being carried out, and a high chance of them being intercepted. Given the numbers of troops and the distances
involved, results were potentially fatal if communication failed. Ney failed to capture Quatre-Bras because
he delayed attack waiting for communication. Similarly, d’Erlon’s corps failed to see real action at either
Quatre-Bras or Ligny because of a confusion of orders. Napoleon did not have any system in place to ensure
that the orders had been received. (2). In his choice of leaders, Napoleon’s judgement was poor. Grouchy
was said to be a great General, but showed little initiative and was tardy in his pursuit of the Prussians,
giving them time to regroup. Ney also proved unreliable as a leader failing to take advantage of his situation
in the battle at Quatre-Bras, and in leading the cavalry, unsupported by infantry, at Waterloo. (3). The
weather also played its part, causing Napoleon to postpone the main attack until 1pm to allow the land to
dry out. The muddier the ground, the more difficult it was for the army to move. Making matters worse, the
muskets became damp, preventing them from firing properly. Had Napoleon attacked earlier, the Prussians
would not be near the battlefield and the result may have been different. (4). Ultimately, the Emperor must
take responsibility for the defeat. He was the overall leader and his misjudgments resulted in failure. He was
also too confident, perhaps arrogant, believing he could win back the support of France and overcome the
Allies. Defeat at The Battle of Waterloo ended Napoleon’s reign. He was exiled to the island of St Helena
where he died in 1821.

Activity #1 - Ask students to write a 2-3 page essay outlining their opinions regarding the
theories of Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo, as outlined above, including their perspective of
the reasons and which played the greatest role in the French defeat.
 Activity #2 - Assign students to find a detailed map of Belgium at the library or on the
internet, and to circle the cities in Belgium which played a role in the Battle of Waterloo, as
listed in bold and italicized throughout the lesson on pages 55 - 57.
Activity #3 - Have students create a visual map outlining the positions and advancements
of the French, British and Prussian armies, and plotting the cities and locations of significance
during the Battle of Waterloo.
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The Battle of Waterloo (cont.)
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Throughout history, the land of Belgium has been ruled or influenced by many different
cultures, each leaving behind an architectural fingerprint. Early Gauls, Romans, French, Spanish
and others have left an impression, yet Belgium has always managed to add distinctive touches,
from Scheldt Gothic to Art Nouveau. Its cities and towns reflect Baroque, Romanesque,
Gothic and      Neo-Classical... different architectural styles represented through breathtaking

castles, churches and belfries. Unfortunately, being at the center of conflicts
like WWII, many Belgian cities have suffered great damage throughout
history, so some buildings reflect more than one architectural influence.

SPI
World History
9-12.spi.1.1
World History
9-12.spi.1.2

Activity #1 - Ask students to select a Belgian
city, and research the major buildings

located there, then write a paper
describing those buildings

and defining their
architectural

styles.

Activity #2 -
Château-Fort de
Bouillon overlooks
the River Semois in
southwest Belgium. It
was home of knight Godefroid until he left
for the First Crusade (1096-99) where he was
offered the crown of the Kingdom of Jerusalem.
Give students the option of writing a paper on
one of these three topics: (1). Godefroid de Bouillon,
his life and his role in the First Crusade to the Holy Lands;
(2). The history of this massive castle, the roles it has played in Belgian
history from the time of Godefroid and beyond, including its uses today; (3).  The
architectural styles of this castle, when different architectural styles were added, and
identify the different architectural components of the building, including the Hall of
Godefroid, the bell tower, clocktower, drawbridges, and more.

Activity #3 - Have students select one of the following famous Belgian buildings, and write a paper
about its architectural style, location, history, and the significance of its role within that city. Has it undergone
any major renovations or repair at any time through history?
  St. Niklaaskerk in Ghent          Collégiale Ste. Gertrude at Nivelles          The Stadhuis in Leuven
  Antwerp’s Stadhuis          Château de Freÿr          Château de Vêves          Basilique St. Hubert
  St. Romboutskathedraal in Mechelen          Landcommanderij Alden Biesen          Abbaye de Villers
  Maison St. Cyr in Brussels          Église St. Jacques in Liège          The Citadelle de Namur
  The Oude Griffie in Brugge          The Grand Place in Mons          Kasteel Ooidonk
  The Grand Place in Brussels         Kasteel van Bornem         Cathédrale Notre-Dame in Tournai
  Cathédrale St. Michel-et-Gudule       Château de Beloeil       Abbaye d’Orval       Tassel House

Castles, Cathedrals & Abbeys
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French
une heure

bleu
assez

dimanche
tard

bonne nuit
froid
cher
noir

fermé
s’il vous plait

demain
cinquante

poulet
choux de bruxelles

en bas
hier

English
tomorrow

blue
closed
please
fifty

chicken
Sunday

good night
enough

cold
yesterday

late
expensive

brussels sprouts
down

one hour
black

Activity #2 - For a little tougher activity, provide each of your students with a copy of a familiar piece of
literature. It could be Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, the words to your school’s alma mater, or even the
words to Dr. Seuss’ “Green Eggs and Ham.” Have half of your classroom translate the piece into Dutch,
have the other half translate it into French. Allow students to utilize the internet and translation websites to
complete the assignment.

Yes, and that foreign language is English... a common language in Belgium, but not one of the
official languages. Throughout northern Belgium, the principal language is Dutch, which is
spoken in a series of dialects sometimes referred to collectively as Flemish. In the southern part
of the country, most Belgians speak French or Walloons, a Langue d’oil speech, developed between the 8th
and 12th centuries from the Gallo-Romance language (even spoken in areas around Green Bay, Wisconsin).

In 1921, the Belgian government decided to create three linguistic regions:
1) a Flemish part in the North (where French could still be used)
2) a French part in the South (where Dutch would not be used despite some presence of Flemings)
3) a bilingual part (Brussels), although the great majority of Brussels inhabitants spoke French.

The law of July 14, 1932 prescribed Dutch to be the official language in Flanders, French to be the official
language in Wallonia, and German to be the official language in the region of Eupen and Saint-Vith (a
German-speaking region). Only the city of Brussels was declared multi-lingual. Thus French, Dutch and
German became the three official languages of the Belgian state.

Activity #1 - As a tourist, it might be rude to pose a question in Dutch to someone living in Rochefort.
Likewise, you don’t want to say “good morning” in French to someone in Maaseik. Draw lines to connect
the matching English, French and Dutch words below. Answers on page 68.

SPI
Foreign

Language
9-12.spi.1.2

Dutch
vijftig

gisteren
morgen
gesloten

kip
zwart

zondag
genoeg
koud

alstublieft
blauw
laat
duur

spruitjes
naar beneden
slaap lekker

een uur

Foreign
Language

9-12.spi.4.1

French, Flemish or Foreign Language



60
60

9 - 12
The Battle of the Bulge, fought over the winter months of 1944 - 1945, was the last major

Nazi offensive against the Allies during World War II. The battle, fought in the densely forested
Ardennes Mountain region of Belgium, began on December 16, 1944. Hitler had convinced

himself that the alliance between Britain, France and America in the western sector of Europe was not
strong enough and that a major attack would
successfully break up the alliance. He therefore
ordered a massive attack against what were
primarily American forces. The attack is
known as the Ardennes Offensive, but because
the initial attack by the Germans created a
bulge in the Allied front line, it has become
commonly known as the Battle of the Bulge.

Hitler’s plan was to launch a massive
attack using three different armies against the
Allies which would, in his mind, destabilize
their accord and also take the huge port of
Antwerp through which a great deal of
supplies was reaching the Allies. Details of his
plan involved:

  The Sixth Panzer Army, led by Sepp Dietrich, was to lead the attack and to capture the Belgian
city of Antwerp.
  The Fifth Panzer Army, led by Manteuffel, was to attack the center of the American forces,
capture the strategic road and rail centre of St Vith and then drive on to the capital city of Brussels.
  The Seventh Army, led by Brandenberger, was to attack in the southern flank, as designated by
Hitler, and to create a buffer zone to prevent American reinforcements from attacking the Fifth
Panzer Army.
  The Fifteenth Army was to be held in reserve to counter any Allied attacks when they took place.

Hitler believed that his forces would be able to surround and cut off Canada’s First Army, America’s
First and Ninth Armies, and Britain’s Second Army. On paper, it was a seemingly absurd plan – especially as
Germany had been in retreat since D-Day; her military was depleted of supplies and was facing the awesome
might of the Allies. However, Hitler, as commander-in-chief of the military, decreed that the attack should
take place. The battle started with a two hour bombardment of the Allied lines that was followed by a huge
armored attack with the majority of the German armored might based at the Schnee Eifel. The Germans
experienced great success at the beginning. Some of the reasons for this success included:

  The Allies were surprised by the attack. They had received little intelligence that such an attack
would take place.
  Before the attack started, English speaking German soldiers dressed in American uniforms went
behind the lines of the Allies and caused havoc by spreading misinformation, changing road signs and
cutting telephone lines. Those who were caught were shot after a court martial.
  The weather was also in Hitler’s favor. Low cloud and fog meant that the superior air force of the
Allies could not be used – especially the tank-busting Typhoons of the RAF or Mustang fighters

Battle of the Bulge Activity
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from the USAAF which would have been used against the German tanks. Though the
weather was typical for the Ardennes in winter, the ground was hard enough for
military vehicles to cross and this suited the armored attack Hitler envisaged.

The German’s success, however, lasted just two days. Despite punching a bulge into the Allies front
line, the Germans could not capitalize on this. The Germans had based their attack on a massive armored
onslaught. However, such an attack required fuel to maintain it, and the Germans simply did not possess
such quantities of fuel. By December 22, the weather started to clear, thus allowing the Allies to bring their
air power into force, and on the following day the Americans started a counter-attack against the Germans.
On Christmas Eve, the Allies experienced the first
ever attack by jet bombers. Sixteen German Me-
262’s attacked rail yards in an attempt to upset the
ability of the Allies to supply themselves. However,
without fuel for the German armored vehicles, any
success in the air was meaningless. The Germans
had advanced 60 miles in two days, but from
December 18 on, they were in a position of
stalemate. Around New Year’s the Germans
attempted to start a second front, but this coincided
with a period of intense cold and rain in the
Ardennes, and the soldiers on the ground faced very
difficult conditions. By mid-January of 1945, the effect of lack of fuel was becoming evident as the Germans
had to simply abandon their vehicles. The 1st SS Panzer Division, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Joachim Peiper,
had to make their way back to Germany on foot. This was the unit that was responsible for the Malmédy
Massacre. The Battle of the Bulge was the largest battle fought by the Americans in WWII. 600,000 American
troops were involved in the battle. The Americans lost 81,000 men while the Germans lost 100,000 killed,
wounded and captured.

Could the Germans have won the battle? Almost certainly not, as they had one huge problem – their
inability to keep their armored columns supplied with fuel. Any form of armored attack needed a constant
supply of fuel – and Allied bombing of fuel plants in Germany meant that such supplies did not exist. Field
Marshall von Rundstedt believed all along that the plan was too ambitious. When on trial after the war, von
Rundstedt said that “all, absolutely all, conditions for the possible success of such an offensive were lacking.”
His views were shared by General von Mellenthin, who said, “The Ardennes battle drives home the lesson
that a large-scale offensive by massed armor has no hope of success against an enemy who enjoys supreme
command of the air. Our precious reserves had been expended, and nothing was available to ward off the
impending catastrophe in the east.” Also, Hitler’s plan that a successful attack would split the Allies was also
based on false hope. If anything, such an attack helped to engender a greater feeling of kinship with one
consolidated aim - to defeat Nazi Germany.

Activities -  Before starting the “Battle of the Bulge” group game competition outlined on the following
page, read the information on these two pages about this infamous World War II battle to your class, or
make copies and have students read it as an assignment. Then use the questions on the following page
to initiate classroom discussions and debates among your students.

Battle of the Bulge Activity (cont.)
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1. Of the reasons outlined in the article which may have led to the initial successes for the

Germans, which of the three do you think was the most significant, and why?
2. The writer of the article concludes that the Germans almost certainly could not have won the

Battle of the Bulge, primarily due to the fuel problem. Discuss the factors which worked in favor of the
Germans, and which factors worked against the Germans. Do you agree with the writer that it was almost
impossible for the Germans to win this battle?
3. Discuss Hitler’s plan. Given the conclusion by the writer that it was almost impossible for the Germans to
win this battle, discuss whether you would have changed Hitler’s strategy, and how.

Board Game Activity
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to recreate a map of the Battle of the Bulge
onto a poster board that can be used as a board game with spaces to move toward victory.
Write a one page instruction sheet explaining how to play your game. Upon completion of
the project, all parties look over the instructions and the game board for any errors and
omissions before turning it in to the teacher.

Step One: Determine which group member will complete each role:
Cartographer (Mapmaker)
Writer (For the instructions)
Painter (to color the map)
Historian (oversee process for accuracy)

Step Two: Collaborate with group as to how you will transfer the
map to the poster. Things to keep in mind:

Conditions and terrain as reported in the interviews
Length of battle and season in which it took place

Step Three: While the writer begins to record the group’s vision
for their game, the historian collaborates with the painter and
mapmaker to ensure that there is as much detail included as
possible. After the mapmaker is finished transferring the data, the painter should step in with markers and
add color while the writer and the historian correspond on the game’s written instructions.

Step Four: How to play the Game
Each game should have at least:
  15 spaces to move from start to finish.
  A way for the players to move from
space to space. Example: Players must
correctly answer a question to move a
certain number of spaces toward the
finish line. (i.e., “Who was the leader
of the Allied Forces in the Battle of the
Bulge?”). An incorrect answer could
result in moving a space backward.

Battle of the Bulge Game Rubric
A successful project will include the following criteria:

Accurate Map reproduction 20 points
Proper Game Tracking (is there a path for the game) 10 points
Accuracy of questions or historical information 20 points
Ease of Gameplay 10 points
Creative use of map 10 points
Coloring of the map 10 points
Ease of instructions 10 points
Group Collaboration 10 points

Total Points: 100 Points
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It’s a small country with a huge artistic impact on the rest of the world. Belgium was home to
many of the greatest Renaissance and Surrealist painters of all time, but its rich artistic legacy
also leads the world in an extensive comic strip industry... and this isn’t just child’s play. The
country’s reputation for producing comic strips emerged following World War II. Prior to the war, Belgians
and most of Europe enjoyed American comics, but during World War II
the Nazis stopped the supply of American propaganda, including comic
strips. Belgian artists took over. Just as with many American comic
strips, Belgian comic strips would sometimes include satirical social or
even political commentary.

Many Belgian comic strip artists first gained notoriety through comic
strip journals like Spirou, written in French, or the Dutch equivalent,
Robbedoes. Spirou, one of the most important Belgian comic strip
magazines which serves as a breeding ground for talented comics
artists, began in 1938, and unlike many other comic journals, it
continues to be published today.

Known as beeldverbaal or bandes dessinees, Belgian comic strips,
published both in French and Dutch, continue to be a huge industry
today. In Belgium, French and Dutch publishers and artists issue
over 22 million comic books annually, and Belgian comics are
sold in more than 30 countries worldwide, including the United
States. In 1991, embracing their comic strip leadership and paying
tribute to Belgium’s talent, the “Belgian Centre for Comic Strip Art” launched the

“Comic Strip Route” in Brussels’ city centre. The route features 31
large comic strip images painted on the sides of buildings, showcasing
legendary Belgian comics like Tintin, Lucky Luke, The Smurfs and
others. The country also celebrates its comic strip legacy with
numerous museums throughout the country, many honoring specific
artists. One of the major Brussels tourist attractions and a superb
example of Art Nouveau architecture, the Belgian Comic Strip Center
brings together everything related to the comic strip, from its
prestigious beginnings to its most recent developments, featuring
permanent and temporary exhibitions, a library, documentation centre,
guided public tours, and more.

Activity #1 - Most of Belgium’s numerous comic strip artists gained
certain notoriety in the pages of the country’s comic
strip journals, the most famous being Spirou, Tintin
and Robbedoes. Most were first published in the 1930s
and 1940s, although World War II brought challenges.
In 1943, the German Propaganda Abteilung wanted
to assign a German administrator to the staff of Spirou,
but the magazine refused.  (cont. on next page)Mural on the Belgian Comic Strip Route in

Brussels’ city center area.
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In September 1943, the Germans decreed a publication stop for the journal. Spirou came back
stronger than ever with Belgium’s liberation in October 1944. For this activity, assign students
a brief two to three page paper based on the history of one of Belgium’s comic strip journals.

Papers should be typed, double-spaced with works cited. Papers should include publication dates, important
historical developments, and featured comics.

Activity #2 - Initially many Belgians enjoyed French or American comic strips like Superman or Little
Nemo until the outbreak of World War II, when Germany halted access. This fueled an acceleration of
Belgium’s own comic strip industry development, as artists satisfied the citizens’ need for a little humor by
launching what would become some of the world’s most famous comics. Just as in U.S. comics, many
Belgian comics incorporated social or political commentary, including occasional jabs at Hitler and the
Nazis. Assign a 4 - 6 page, double spaced term paper to your students focusing on the Belgian comic strip
industry, specifically how Belgian comic strips incorporated artist commentary in the form of social, political
or military subject matter during World War II. Compare it to similar subject matter woven into American
comic strips during the war. Did any comic strip artists suffer repercussions?

Activity #3 - There’s no way to provide a comprehensive list of Belgium’s famous comic strips or comic
strip artists on one page. Below is a partial list. Students’ assignment is to choose one of the artists or comic
strips (or one they locate on their own), research it, and write a 2 - 3 page paper about it. Additional comic
artists and many visuals can be found at http://www.lambiek.net/magazines/spirou.htm. Visuals of supporting
comic strips should be provided with each paper.

Judith Vanistendael
Yves Albrechts
Eco
Glem
Hergé (Georges Remi)
Sacha Eckes
Stijn Gisquière
Toshy
Nicolas Vadot
Kris De Roover
Steven Dhondt (Stedho)
Youri Jigounov
Randall C.
Frederic Volante
Marie-Madeleine Bourdin
Edwin Nagels
Pol Dom
Zookie (Michel den Hamer)
Jean-François de Marchin
Roger Licot
Claude Guimin
Patrick O’Sheridan

Bruno De Roover

Hugo de Kempeneer
Jean-Luc Beghin
Herr Seele
Bizuth
Karel Biddeloo (Bik)
René Atlass
Robert Hénen
Vincent Deporter
Fritz Van den Heuvel
Péral
François Gianolla
Pierre Bailly
Bruno Gazzotti
Darasse
Vink (Khoa Vinh)
Gérard Goffaux
Ersel (Erwin Sels)
Nonkel Fons
Kiko
Laudec (Tony de Luca)
Fabrizio Borrini
Willem Dolphyn
Bara

Jean Pleyers
Dupa (Luc Dupanloup)
Mongo Sisé
Raoul Thomen
MiTacq
Tom Bouden
Willy Linthout
Edgar Pierre Jacobs
Karel Verschuere
Marion
Frank Sels
Alain Sauvage
Jan Truyens
Marc Sevrin
Peter Quirijnen
Antoinette Collin
Walter Van Gasse
Robert Lebersorg
Lucien Meys
Moonkey
Tarumbana
Fritzgerald
Ch. Massias

Yvan Marié
Michel Mahy
Thomas Murk
Luc Vincent
Peter Pluut
Marco Paulo
Peyo
Knut Kersse
Erwin Drèze
David Caryn
Yves Boulanger
Olis (Olivier Longe)
Alain Julié
Eric Gorski
Luc Warnant
Marc Vlieger
Bruno Goosse
Wally Delsey
Cees Woltman
Patrice Cadot
Frank Brichau

Serious About Belgian Comics (cont.)
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In recent years, many states throughout the United States, including Tennessee, have debated
the impact of being a multi-language country. Many Memphis and Shelby County schools offer
“English as a Second Language” courses, some states have debated legislation declaring
English as the state’s “official” language, and others have considered the consequences of
multi-language traffic signs. The country of Belgium is also unique regarding language. Despite
being slightly larger than the U.S. state of Maryland, Belgium boasts two distinct regions,
each with its own spectacular landscapes, magnificent landmarks and rich history. Each also
embraces its own preferred language. This lesson plan illuminates the benefits and challenges
of this diverse and fascinating country, and places students on opposing sides of a hypothetical
debate, one which involves considerations of supranationalism and devolution.

Activity - Europe is currently experiencing the opposing prospects of supranationalism,
the movement to unite countries, and devolution, the movement to split countries. The
considerations are also taking place simultaneously within the borders of Belgium.

1. Introduce the terms supranationalism and devolution to students and define them. Give some of the
examples of supranationalism and devolution in other areas of Europe provided below.
2. Copy and distribute the article about the unique situation in Belgium, or read it aloud in class.

3. Create two teams of students who will debate the
issue of whether or not the northern region of Flanders
should consider seceding from Belgium to become an
independent country. This is not as unusual as it may
sound. In fact, there are factions who, even today,
actively campaign for the state of Texas to secede from
the union of the United States. Debate teams can include
the entire class, or assign smaller teams with remaining
students assigned the challenge of asking questions and
voting to determine a winner of the debate. Explain the
procedures of how the debate will be conducted. A
suggested format is included below.

Suggested Format for the Debate
1. Pick two teams of three students per team.
2. One team represents supranationalism. They favor
Belgium remaining as one country which is the
headquarters for the European Union. The other team
represents devolution. They favor Belgium splitting into
two countries – Flanders and Wallonia.
3. A debate always has a statement to be argued. Write it
on the board. It should read: Flanders should become a
separate country from the rest of Belgium. The
supranational team is opposed to this statement. The
devolution team is in favor of it.
4. Each team member of each team gets to speak for
two to three minutes. During these speeches no one
may interrupt or ask questions. (cont. on next page)

Examples of two great halves of one great country: Antwerp
located in northern Flanders (top); Bastogne in southern
Wallonia (above).

Is There a Belgian Language Barrier?
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 Alternate sides on who speaks. Prior to the debate, encourage team members to speak on
different reasons for or against Flemish secession so that two teammates do not say essentially
the same things.

5. Following the opening statements, teams are allowed to ask questions and make comments about positions
taken by their opponents. Alternate calling upon one team and then the other team to make questions or
comments. Each time a question or comment is said, one member of the other team is allowed to respond.
Then the person who originally spoke has the final chance to comment before the other team gets a chance
to ask a question or make a comment. Continue for a certain amount of time, a certain number of questions
or comments, or until no one has anything else to say.
6. Now allow the audience to ask questions or make comments. Once again, one debate team member may
respond. Then the audience participant gets the final opportunity to speak. Then call on other members of
the audience to speak in the same way.
7. Now have the class vote upon whether or not they agree with the statement on the board. It is also
suggested that another vote be taken: ask students to vote for which team was the best at debating. Sometimes
the results are the opposite of which side of the statement the students favor.

Supranationalism
Supranationalism is a powerful force at work in
the world today. Countries voluntarily give up
some of their power and independence to join a
group of countries that form an organization to
accomplish goals together. All member countries
benefit by joining this international organization.
Trade or military defense are the most common
reasons for forming supranational organizations,
but they may be formed for health, educational,
or social reasons as well. Below are some
examples of supranational organizations. There
are about a hundred more.
   The United Nations (UN) – military defense,
social programs, cultural exchanges
   The European Union (EU) – trade
   The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) – military defense
   The North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) – trade
   The International Red Cross – health
   Benelux – trade organization between Belgium,
Netherlands, and Luxembourg
   The Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) – oil production and trade
   The Arab League – trade and social programs

Devolution
Devolution means the breaking up of countries
into even smaller independent ones. Devolution
is a powerful force, and one of the main reasons
is supranationalism. As the importance of being
a country diminishes because of the creation of
supranational organizations, countries are less
likely to put up such a fight when parts of their
populations demand independence. New
countries will soon find themselves joining
supranational organizations and voluntarily giving
up some of the same power they so strongly
demanded. Below are listed some examples of
nations who either got their independence or want
to get it.
   Slovakia. The Slovaks broke away from
Czechoslovakia.
   Chechnya. They want their freedom from
Russia.
   Scotland. Some Scots want their independence
from the rest of the United Kingdom.
   Yugoslavia. It is now five countries instead of
one – Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Hercegovina,
Serbia, and Macedonia.
   French Canadians. Many of them want their
independence from Canada.

What is Supranationalism and Devolution?????

Is There a Belgian Language Barrier? (cont.)
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Debating Belgian Destiny
Belgium has been a country since 1830, when the Belgian people broke away from the

Netherlands and declared their independence. Belgium had only been part of the Netherlands for
fifteen years before they broke away. The Netherlands became a country when Napoleon Bonaparte of
France was defeated at the famous Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and the land that today is Belgium, Netherlands,
and Luxembourg was taken away from France and given its independence.

The Roman Catholic religion is the predominant religion of the country, embraced by 75% of the
population. Just like celebrating two or more fascinating cultures within one great country, Belgium contains
two regions defined by rich histories and distinct languages – Flanders and Wallonia. The Flemings make up
55% of the population and speak Flemish, a dialect of Dutch. They live in the northern half of the country.
The Walloons are 30% of the population and speak mainly French. Originally they spoke a language called
Walloon, but that language is spoken less as French has become more popular. Walloons live in southern
Belgium. The remaining 15% of the population comes from other parts of the world, mainly Germany. The
region where the Flemings live is called Flanders. The Walloons live in a region called Wallonia. Both
regions are beautiful, rich in history and culture, and offer significant benefits toward the nation’s economy.

Belgium is divided into three major political regions – Flanders, Wallonia, and Brussels. Brussels,
the capital consists of Brussels itself and 19 surrounding communities, making it the largest city in Belgium,
followed by Antwerp, Ghent, Charleroi, and Liege. Brussels is also an important headquarters for several
important international organizations, including the Benelux Trade Alliance, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, and the European Union. The EU employs 100,000 people in Brussels. NATO employs 10,000.
Brussels contains both Flemings and Walloons.

The hypothetical debate of this activity asks students to consider any advantages or disadvantages
might exist if Flanders and Wallonia considered individual independence. They should research whether or
not the Dutch speaking Flemings have any desire to become part of the Netherlands again; whether the
French speaking Wallonians want to be part of France; or whether either or both desire independent states.

If Belgium were to split into Flanders and Wallonia, what would happen to Brussels? Where would
it be placed, or would it become a separate country, too? Since there are so many jobs in Brussels, since it is
the capital, and since both Flemings and Walloons live there, both sides would probably want to own it.
Also, many countries have invested a great deal of money in the international organizations headquartered
in Brussels. They would want to protect their investments. They might also decide to leave Brussels and
pick a new, safer city for their headquarters. This would have a disastrous effect upon the Belgian economy.

Since it became a country in 1830, Belgium has had periods of great economic wealth as well as
periods of severe economic problems. Trade has always helped make Belgium wealthy. Today Belgium is

one of the wealthiest countries per person in Europe and the world. Remember, this is a
hypothetical debate.

Extending the Lesson
1. Ask students to write a paper analyzing devolution of Belgium and offering their personal
opinion on the matter. Papers should address economic consequences and how to address
the status of Brussels.
2. Students can investigate other countries in Europe and throughout the world where
supranationalistic and devolutionary processes are at work to learn why and predict
what might happen.
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Included below are the answers to most of the puzzles and quizzes included throughout this
Curriculum Guide.

“Ultimate Quiz,” page 14
1. King Albert II
2. Battle of the Bulge
3. French fries
4. Brussels
5. Hergé
6. Art Nouveau
7. France, Luxembourg
8. Antwerp, 1920
9. Peter Paul Rubens
10. Jean-Claude
Van Damme
11. The Smurfs
12. Pralines

“Two-Part Word Search, questions & puzzle page 30 & 31
1. Magritte
2. Bulge
3. Lion
4. Lace
5. Peyo
6. Ballotin
7. Liz Claiborne
8. Napoleon
9. European Union
10. Waffles
11. Hercule Poirot
12. Flanders
13. Wallonia
14. Ambiorix
15. Patrache
16. Antwerp
17. Brussels
18. Saxophone
19. Tintin
20. Uilenspiegel
21. Atomium
22. Wapper
23. Merckx
24. Leopold I
25. Congo
26. Tennis

“Dog of Flanders,” page 25
1. The smallest chipmunk moved.
2. New plant in front of chipmunk.
3. There’s a mouse by his shoe.
4. Plant missing above squirrel.
5. Nello’s top button is missing.

Cities, page 28
1. Namur
2. Antwerp
3. Mons
4. La Louvière
5. Hasselt
6. Brugge
7. Charleroi
8. Oostende
9. Ghent
10. Leuven
11. Tournai
12. Liège
13. Bouillon

“Smurfs,” page 18
1. Jokey
2. Hefty
3. Gargamel
4. Azrael
5. Vanity
6. Handy
7. Farmer Smurf
8. Greedy
9. Brainy Crossword, page 54

13. Surrealism
14. Jacques Rogge
15. Gilles
16. Black, yellow & red
17. Adolphe Sax
18. Waterloo
19. The North Sea
20. Jan Van Eyck
21. Belgae
22. NATO
23. Audrey Hepburn
24. Belgium, Netherlands &
Luxembourg
25. “Unity Makes Strength”

6. Patrache’s dog tag is missing.
7. Dimple missing on Nello’s
cheek.
8. No stripe on the skunk’s tail.
9. No tree behind the picnic table.
10. Nello’s left pant cuff is lower.

8
1

2

34
5

6
7

9
10

11

Brueghel, page 35

“Mathematical Lace,” page 40

I

Language, page 57
Dutch

vijftig
gisteren
morgen
gesloten

kip
zwart

zondag
genoeg
koud

alstublieft
blauw
laat
duur

spruitjes
naar beneden
slaap lekker

een uur

English

tomorrow
blue

closed
please
fifty

chicken
Sunday

good night
enough

cold
yesterday

late
expensive

brussels sprouts
down

one hour
black

French

une heure
bleu
assez

dimanche
tard

bonne nuit
froid
cher
noir

fermé
s’il vous plait

demain
cinquante

poulet
choux de bruxelles

en bas
hier

Answers to Quizzes & Puzzles
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Your study and exploration of Belgium continues past the pages of this curriculum guide. Each
year, the festival produces many educational and cultural events and contests to further introduce
its honored country. Throughout the year, Memphis in May will offer contests, exhibits,
performances and many other educational opportunities for teachers and students to explore the honored
country of Belgium - all free of charge! Additional information about each, as well as updated details and
deadlines, is available at www.memphisinmay.org. All programs are subject to change or modification.

Best Belgian Classroom Competition
Classroom Competition / Grades K - 12
Teachers, now you can win $1,000 for your school just for
incorporating the honored country of Belgium into your classroom.
Involve the students in your classroom or grade-level in classroom
decorations and activities with a theme based on this exciting country.
Fill your classroom (and your students’ minds) with images of tapestries,
lace, chocolate, paintings, cathedrals, and more. Belgium offers a vast array of design and educational
opportunities for you to consider and for your students to embrace when celebrating this colorful country.
The competition is open to any public or private elementary, middle, or high school classroom in the Memphis
metro area, including all of Shelby County. Teachers should submit a completed entry form along with a
minimum of five photographs that show the components incorporated into the classroom design. The entry
form should also include the teacher’s description of the program and the teaching goals that the activities
accomplish, as well as the students’ participation in the research and activity process. Downloadable entry
forms are available on the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org. Entries must be received by
Friday, May 13, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Entries must be submitted to the Memphis in May offices at 88 Union
Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN 38103.

Best Schoolwide Salute to Belgium
Schoolwide Competition / Grades K - 12
Plan a fun and creative salute to Belgium that extends far beyond a
single classroom - involve the whole school! The Memphis in May
International Festival will present $1,000 to the elementary, middle,
or high school that presents the best school-wide salute or celebration
of Memphis in May’s honored country of Belgium. The salute can be a
play, an assembly program, an outdoor festival, an evening program for parents, a parade ... the ideas are
unlimited! The salute must be educational in nature and must involve all students throughout the school as
planners, participants or audience members. The salute can be held during school hours, during an evening,
or on a weekend. It’s also great for parents and members of the community to be invited. Your school’s
program can be planned by the school or by the school’s Parent Teacher Organization, but it cannot be
limited to just one classroom - it must be a school-wide celebration! The competition is open to any public
or private elementary, middle, junior or senior high school located within the Memphis metro area, including
all of Shelby County. The entry form should include a description of student participation and the educational
goals that the salute accomplishes. Downloadable entry forms are available on the Memphis in May website
at www.memphisinmay.org. Entries must be received by Friday, May 13, 2011 by 5:00 p.m. Entries must
be submitted to the Memphis in May offices at 88 Union Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN  38103.

University of Phoenix Creative Writing Contest  Grades 4 - 12
Smucker’s Creative Writing Competition promotes literary creativity and allows students to incorporate
what they have learned about the Memphis in May honored country of Belgium through the written word.
Creative Writing Competition entries can include any type of literary work,

You Can Win
$1,000

For Your School

You Can Win
$1,000

For Your School

(cont. on next page)
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 fiction or non-fiction, including but not limited to poems, essays, short stories, plays, narratives,

scripts and biographies. First, second and third place winners will be chosen in three grade
categories (Upper Elementary - 4th & 5th grades,  Middle - 6th - 8th grades,  High - 9th - 12th

grades). The competition is open to students attending any public, private or home school within the Shelby
County area. Each entry must be submitted with a completed Creative Writing Competition entry form
(typed or printed only). Downloadable entry forms are available on the Memphis in May website at
www.memphisinmay.org (subject to change, check website for any updates). Entries must be received by
Friday, March 11, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Entries must be submitted to the Memphis in May International
Festival offices at 88 Union Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN  38103.

Valero Memphis Refinery
Children’s International Poster Competition   Grades K - 6
The 2011 Valero Memphis Refinery Children’s International Poster Competition promotes the creative
artistry of students in grades K - 6. Patterned after the Memphis in May Fine Art Poster Program, the
student’s work must depict some aspect of the honored country of Belgium through the medium of drawing
and coloring. One student will become the Grand Prize winner, and their work depicting Belgium, its beauty
and its culture, will then be printed and sold by Memphis in May as the 2011 Valero Memphis Refinery
Children’s International Poster. Since there will be a limited number of signed and numbered prints created,
this lucky young artist’s poster has the potential of becoming a unique collector’s item. The Grand Prize
winner will sign and number 100 of the prints. First, second and third prize winners will also be recognized
in various grade divisions. All artwork must be designed and executed by the student. Downloadable entry
forms are available on the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org. Entries must be received by
Friday, March 11, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Entries must be submitted to the Memphis in May International
Festival offices at 88 Union Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN  38103.

Smucker’s PowerPoint Competition   Grades 9 - 12
The PowerPoint Presentation Competition promotes design creativity and allows students to incorporate
what they have learned about the honored country of Belgium through overall presentation, graphic design,
and written word. Students have a chance to create unique presentations illustrating the honored country’s
history, geography, language, food, music and dance, and religious beliefs. This competition is a wonderful
tool to get students acquainted with PowerPoint, an increasingly important program in the business world.
As an additional activity, teachers may also opt to have students present in front of the class, giving them
valuable practice in communication skills, all while exposing them to international history and culture. This
competition is open to all high school students attending public, private, or home school within the Shelby
County area. First, second, and third place prizes will be awarded. Downloadable entry forms are available
on the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org. Entries must be received by Friday, March
11, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. All entries must be submitted to the Memphis in May offices at 88 Union Avenue,
Suite 301, Memphis, TN 38103.

NEW! International Teacher Competition
Now teachers have the chance to win alongside their students! Whether you always celebrate the honored
country with Memphis in May, or are considering incorporating Memphis in May into your classroom for
the first time, this competition is for you. Memphis in May will recognize the teachers with the most outstanding
“global classrooms,” teachers who utilize international programming to supplement their curriculum and
introduce a foreign culture to their students. Two Runners Up will receive $100 each, and one Grand Prize
Winner will receive $300 and the honor of being the 2011 Memphis in May International Teacher. For entry
forms and additional information, see the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org or call (901)
525-4611. Entries must be received by Friday, May 13, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.; all entries must be submitted to

the Memphis in May offices at 88 Union Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN  38103.
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World Cargo Crates
Want to bring a little bit of Belgium to your classroom? Each year, Memphis in May receives an
international shipment from its honored country. The festival loads the goods into four different
“World Cargo Crates” designed to be transported to Memphis area schools. “World Cargo Crates” are
loaded with educational items, cultural items, historical items, games, musical instruments, costumes,
handicrafts, and more, as well as a description of each item and its significance to Belgian culture. Your
school can reserve a crate free of charge for a one-week period so that many classrooms throughout your
school will have the chance to explore the crate. The Memphis in May “World Cargo Crates” are available
for reservation for dates between January and May, 2011. To reserve a crate for your school, call Memphis
in May at 525-4611. One week per school, please. The crate will be delivered to your school before 12
noon Monday morning, and picked up the following Monday by 10:00 a.m., courtesy of Blue Sky Couriers.
World Cargo Crate is sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee Community Trust.

Blue Cross Blue Shield World Cargo Crate Photo Contest
The World Cargo Crate Photo Contest encourages teachers to use their cameras to capture special moments
in their classrooms. The photographic entries portray special “learning moments” between the students,
their teachers, and the unique items from the honored country. As most of these items are foreign to the
students, their reactions of interest, surprise, and curiosity are clearly visible in the photos. The winning
teacher receives a Memphis in May prize package for her classroom and the privilege of being the first to
reserve the World Cargo Crate for the upcoming school year. The winning teachers and students also get to
see their pictures displayed on the Memphis in May website as “the face” of the World Cargo Crate for the
next year. Up to 5 photos may be submitted per entry, along with the teacher’s name and title, school name,
school address, school phone number, and teacher’s email address. Entries must be received by Friday,
May 13, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Entries must be digital and may be submitted by email or on a CD to 88 Union
Avenue, Suite 301, Memphis, TN 38103. For more information, see Memphis in May’s website at
www.memphisinmay.org or contact mim@memphisinmay.org with any questions.

Exhibitions & Field Trip Opportunities
Each year, the Memphis in May International Festival plans and programs cultural exhibitions and performances
involving art, artifacts, speakers and performers from the honored country. In 2011, teachers and students
can expect many opportunities to explore the rich culture and history of Belgium. Many exhibits and
performances offer great opportunities for classroom field trips. As the festival approaches, regularly visit
the Memphis in May International Festival’s website at www.memphisinmay.org for updates on exhibitions,
field trip opportunities and additional educational materials. You may also call 525-4611, ext. 108, and
request that you be placed on an education email list to be notified of any opportunities throughout the year.

International Teachers’ Conference
Mark February 19, 2011 on your calendar! “Memphis in May International Teachers’ Conference - Bringing
International Culture to Every Classroom” provides teachers with information on how to utilize international
studies to enhance their curriculum. Teachers will gain hands-on knowledge needed to teach students about
the culture and history of the honored country of Belgium. Sponsored by Buckman.

Need a Curriculum Guide of Your Own?
We teach students to share, but for your own copy of this Curriculum Guide, sponsored by The Commercial
Appeal and a part of the festival’s International Education Program, visit the Memphis in May website at
www.memphisinmay.org. This entire Curriculum Guide about the honored country of Belgium is available
on-line in a downloadable PDF format, so you can print your very own Curriculum Guide copy for free!

Applications, additional details, deadline information, program changes, and frequent educational
opportunity updates are available online at www.memphisinmay.org.

Educational Programs & Contests (cont.)
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Below are many useful websites and books which can help teachers and students locate additional

information for many of the educational assignments throughout this Curriculum Guide. These
resources will also help them explore many more fascinating aspects of the interesting and

beautiful country of Belgium. Teachers may also want to utilize this powerful Internet tool to reach out to
schools and educational facilities within the country of Belgium to establish communication between their
classroom and a similar classroom in Belgium - the results could be outstanding!

Books
The Food and Cooking of Belgium by Suzanne Vandyck

Culture Shock! Belgium: A Survival Guide to Customs and Etiquette by Robert Pateman

Asterix in Belgium by Rene Goscinny, and Albert Uderzo

Belgium (Enchantment of the World. Second Series) by Michael Burgan

Beautiful Europe: Belgium by Joseph E. Morris

Everybody Eats Well in Belgium Cookbook by Ruth Van Waerebeek, and Maria Robbins

A History of the Low Countries (Palgrave Essential Histories) by Paul Arblaster

Belgium From the Roman Invasion to the Present Day by Emile Cammaerts

The Rough Guide to Belgium and Luxembourg by Martin Dunford, Phil Lee, and Jean-Christophe Godet

Websites
Embassy of Belgium, Washington, DC  -  http://www.diplobel.us/
Belgian Tourist Office  -  http://www.visitbelgium.com/
Flanders Tourist Office  -  http://www.visitflanders.us/
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs  -  http://www.diplomatie.belgium.be/en
U.S. Department of State: Belgium  -  http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2874.htm
News & Current Events from Belgium  -  http://www.belgiumnews.com/
Portal Belgium: Government, Economy, Education, Family & More  -  http://www.belgium.be/en/
Belgium Today Newsletter  -  http://www.diplobel.us/NewsPublications/BelgiumToday/BelgiumToday.asp

Questions?
Every year, Memphis in May receives important questions from teachers, like “How do you pronounce this
in French or Dutch?” or “Where can I find authentic foods, costumes or decorations?” This year, teachers
may be interested in different perspectives concerning Belgium’s Dutch and French language divide, or its
unique policies regarding required ID cards or mandatory
education. Each year, Memphis in May strives to identify local
citizens who are native to the festival’s honored country. These
citizens are often available to answer teachers’ questions, and
sometimes are available for classroom visits. Memphis in May
also organizes a speakers bureau which gives slide show
presentations to schools and civic organizations. Requests can be

made by calling 525-4611 or by emailing Memphis in May at
mim@memphisinmay.org.

Join the Memphis in May
Education Email List!

Receive Information and applications
as soon as they become available.
Email mim@memphisinmay.org to
join the list!

Resources, Weblinks & Credits
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