
 
The Kentucky Derby Festival is not only known for producing world-class events, but also for 

events that help raise money for a variety of charitable organizations. The 2011 Kentucky Derby 

Festival Marathon/miniMarathon Charity Module was no exception. The races were utilized as 

fund-raisers for 17 Official Charities: American Cancer Society, American Lung Association; 

American Printing House for the Blind; Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation; Dare to Care; 

ElderServe; Gilda’s Club; James Graham Brown Cancer Center; Kentucky and Southern Indiana 

Stroke Association; Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation; Kentucky Hemophilia Foundation; Kids 

Center for Pediatric Therapies; Kosair Children’s Hospital; Leukemia and Lymphoma Society; 

Olmsted Parks Conservancy; Orphan Care Alliance; Ovarian Awareness of Kentucky; and St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

 

The Derby Festival’s Charity Module has helped raise a significant amount of money for very 

worthy causes in recent years, and has also been a factor in the overall growth of the marathon 

and half-marathon. In 2011, the Festival announced that it was capping the number of entrants 

at 15,000 participants for both races combined. The registration goal was reached more than a 

full month prior to the race date – in no small part because of the increased number of runners 

who utilize the event as a charity fund-raiser.  

 

The Derby Festival’s race website – www.derbyfestivalmarathon.com – featured a detailed 

explanation of the charitable giving process and the different options available for donations 

through the online module. Greater emphasis was also placed on training new charities on how 

to recruit and retain runners. Those efforts paid off, as the overall fundraising numbers of the 

Official Charities increased from $255,033 in 2010 to a record $392,911 in 2011. The race 

website featured logos and descriptions of the Official Charities, along with a link to each. The 

charities are assisted by the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation, the Derby Festival’s charitable 

arm. The KDF Foundation established criteria for organizations to be recognized as Official 

Charity Partners of the races and Foundation board members and volunteers were assigned as 

liaisons to help coordinate the fund-raising efforts.  

 

The local chapter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society has utilized the Derby Festival’s 

Charity Module for the past seven years. In 2011, the organization took its participation to the 

next level. Team in Training runners raised a record $180,000 for Leukemia and Lymphoma 

research in this year’s Derby Festival races, representing the largest single-event fund-raiser of 

the year for the organization. 

 

In addition, the American Cancer Society showed tremendous growth in only their second year 

of utilizing the program.  The American Cancer Society’s Louisville DetermiNation Team, which 
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raised $55,929 in 2011 – up from $13,000 in 2010 – was named “Charity of the Year” by the 

Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation.   

 

When all the numbers were tallied, runners utilizing the Kentucky Derby Festival’s 2011 

Marathon and miniMarathon Charity Module helped raise more than $392,000 for 17 Official 

Charities – a record number. With registration numbers growing each year for the two races, 

it’s very likely that the KDF Charity Module will continue to increase the amount of charitable 

donations as well. 
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Ardian Camaj

A cooperative network of cutting-edge rehabilitation centers 
designed to provide and develop therapies to promote functional 
recovery and improve the health and quality of life of people 
living with paralysis. Funded by the Reeve Foundation through 
a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the NRN translates the latest scientific advances 
into effective, activity-based rehabilitation treatments.

Kessler Foundation
Research Center

www.ChristopherReeve.org

 Ardian was only 13 years old when something went hor-
ribly wrong. Though he and his family never knew it, Ard-
ian was born with arteriovenous malformations or AVM’s 
of his cardiovascular system, a deficiency that was inter-
fering with the blood supply to his spinal cord.  Suddenly, 
on February 17, 2008, Ardian suffered two AVM ruptures 
within hours of each other, a life threatening and ultimately, 
a life changing event, that resulted in Ardian being para-
lyzed from the waist down.
 Following immediate medical care, Ardian was trans-
ferred to Rusk Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine in New 
York, where he underwent treatment for six and half months.  
He learned how to get around in his wheelchair, and even-
tually how to walk ---though it required great effort and 
even greater will-power using waist-high braces and a roll-
ing walker.  The braces were very heavy and bulky, which 
made walking extremely difficult, but at the time there was 
no alternative for Ardian if he wanted to walk. 
 Once discharged, Ardian and his family continued to 
seek out rehabilitation options, eventually finding the Neu-
roRecovery Network (NRN) at Kessler Institute for Reha-
bilitation in West Orange, NJ.  They were all hopeful that 
he could gain more function. However, less than two weeks 
into the program, Ardian experienced another setback: a 
right ankle fracture.   He could have given up right then 
and there; however, he and his supportive parents had other 
plans. Indeed, Ardian enrolled in the program on two addi-
tional occasions over the next two years and made remark-
able progress. There was no holding him back.

 With the help of his parents, his tutors, family and 
friends, Ardian continued to maintain a positive attitude 
and remained focused on the task at hand: walking.  He 
didn’t allow anything – not the daily rigorous commute 
from Manhattan nor home therapy that he receives on top 
of the NRN to get in his way.  Ardian completed 80 sessions 
in late 2009, which translates into a 16-week training pro-
gram, five days per week. At the end of those sessions, he 
was able to achieve what he counts as his “best moment” in 
the NRN:  he progressed from walking with a rolling walk-
er to the more independent loftstrand crutches.  “It was a 
very slow transition,” Ardian recalls, but a remarkable and 
proud accomplishment for both him and his parents. 
 Ardian returned to the Kessler NRN program in August 
of 2010 and continues to be one of the most faithful and 
also one of the youngest (now 16 years old) NRN partici-
pants.  The Kessler staff, as well as fellow patients, agree 
that he is truly an inspiration. In fact, Ardian is now walk-
ing with two canes … just one more “step” towards inde-
pendent ambulation.  Despite the winter weather, he con-
tinues to walk more and more each day, even doing laps in 
the hallways of his apartment building and going up and 
down the staircases with his home physical therapist.  He is 
in the process of completing yet another 80 NRN sessions, 
and getting stronger and more confident.
 Although Ardian is busy with school, the NRN and his 
home physical therapy program, he still finds the time to 
swim and hang out with his younger brother and cousins -- 
and playing his favorite video game “Call of Duty,” which, 
of course, he now is able to play standing up! 

Ardian will be participating in the “Team Reeve Client Relay” in the

Kentucky Derby Festival miniMarathon on April 30, 2011.
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KDF RACE CHARITIES RAISE RECORD AMOUNT IN 2011 
 
June 21, 2011. Louisville, KY.   – The Kentucky Derby Festival is pleased to announce that 18 charitable 
organizations took part in the 2011 Derby Festival Marathon and miniMarathon presented by Walmart on 
April 24, raising a record $392,711 for their respective causes – up from $255,033 in 2010. The charities 
were assisted by the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation, the Derby Festival’s charitable arm. The KDF 
Foundation established criteria for organizations to be recognized as Official Charity Partners of the races 
and Foundation board members and volunteers were assigned as liaisons to help coordinate the fund-
raising efforts. 
 
“It’s very gratifying to know that these charitable organizations are utilizing the Derby Festival road races 
to raise significant amounts of money for such deserving causes,” said Mike Berry, President and CEO of 
the Kentucky Derby Festival. “The Derby Festival Foundation’s Charity Module committee has done a 
tremendous job of recruiting charitable organizations and keeping them motivated and organized. It takes 
a tremendous amount of work to coordinate these efforts and we’re proud to be affiliated with such a 
worthwhile endeavor.” 
 
The American Cancer Society’s Louisville DetermiNation Team, which raised $55,929 in 2011 – up from 
$13,000 in 2010 – was named “Charity of the Year” by the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation. 
 

Coverage Note:  The Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation will make a check presentation to 
representatives of the charities at a luncheon at the Louisville Boat Club on River Road TODAY at 
Noon. The event is open to the media for interviews and photographs. 
 
In addition to the American Cancer Society, the following organizations were Official Charities of the 2011 
Derby Festival Marathon and miniMarathon: American Lung Association; American Printing House for the 
Blind; Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation; Dare to Care; ElderServe; Gilda’s Club; James Graham 
Brown Cancer Center; Kentucky and Southern Indiana Stroke Association; Kentucky Derby Festival 
Foundation; Kentucky Hemophilia Foundation; Kids Center for Pediatric Therapies; Kosair Children’s 
Hospital; Leukemia and Lymphoma Society; Olmsted Parks Conservancy; Orphan Care Alliance; Ovarian 
Awareness of Kentucky; and St. Jude’s Children Research Hospital.  
 
The Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation, a 501 C 3 not-for-profit charity, receives and manages charitable contributions on behalf 
of the Kentucky Derby Festival, Inc., its supporters and the general public. The Foundation perpetuates the Festival’s impact on the 
community by developing projects that highlight the Festival’s influence on the area's cultural heritage.  It works to further the 
Festival’s educational and charitable mission through exhibitions and performances.   
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For more information, contact: Derby Festival Press Office at (502) 572-3822 
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