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“The NCC is asking young Canadians to express their views in their own inspiring way. 
Through this contest, our youth can share the events, people and symbols that they 
identify with, and we’re looking forward to reflecting their ideas and values in Canada’s 
Capital Region for all residents and visitors to enjoy.” ~ Marie Lemay, Chief Executive 
Officer, National Capital Commission. 
 
 “The ‘Raise Your Voices!’ contest provides an incredible opportunity for youth to take 
part in a creative learning experience with tangible, real life outcomes. Teachers report 
that it provides a rich educational experience, and many have described it as the 
highlight of their year to integrate the contest throughout the curriculum.  Youth voices 
don't often get heard in such a public way, so students are thrilled to see their own work, 
and that of other students, come to life in their capital” ~ Classroom Connections    
 
“This has been a very exciting project to work on. The students had many interesting 
conversations around the topics that they were working on. Thank you for giving the 
opportunity to students in Canada to explore issues that are important to Canadian 
Youth” ~ Jewel Casselman, teacher 
 
"When we found out we won we were shocked, my parents were shocked. It got really 
exciting when the large banner arrived at the school. It was also cool to see all the other 
banners as the more than 1,200 entries are displayed on the contest website. I learned 
there's many different meanings of importance to youth from looking at all the entries”   
~ Diana Boisvert, Stirling Senior Public School, Stirling, Ontario 
 
 

A New National Banner Contest for Students 
 
In 2010-2011, the National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership with Classroom 
Connections, ran the second edition of an innovative nationwide contest and public art 
initiative called “Raise Your Voices!”. The contest, first launched in 2009-2010, invites 
students in grades 5 through 8 (aged 10 to 14 years old) to create a one-of-a-kind banner 
design representing issues and topics of importance to Canadian youth. Not only does the 
contest directly support the Social Studies curriculum, it also promotes education about 
Canadian culture, identity, symbols and democracy and is also a strong youth 
engagement activity. Common themes in the inspired designs received this year include: 
Peace and Remembrance; Multiculturalism/Diversity/Anti-Racism; Environment and 
Nature; Canadian symbols, culture and history.  
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Objective 

 
The “Raise Your Voices!” contest is one of the NCC’s flagship programs. It strongly 
supports the Corporation’s goal of making youth culture more visible and youth voices 
heard in Canada’s Capital Region. Our vision is that the Capital will be a place where 
Canadian youth feel valued and represented, and that they see the Capital as a place to 
discover their country. 
 

How We Got the Word Out 
 
The strength of our contest is that it is promoted in conjunction with the NCC’s 
extremely successful education outreach resource The Gathering Place: An Exploration 
of Canada’s Capital. Written in collaboration with the renowned educational 
organization Classroom Connections, this resource has been distributed, upon request, to 
59,000 teachers across Canada in all provinces and territories since 2006. 
 
As was the case for the first year of the contest, the Gathering Place and “Raise Your 
Voices!” were promoted and distributed together in 2010-2011 through Classroom 
Connections’ extensive educational network, on behalf of the NCC: 
 
 95% of all school boards in Canada, in all provinces and territories, are members of 

Classroom Connections. 
 
 30,000 packages and promotional flyers were distributed to educators through:  
 

• direct contact with school boards about the “Raise Your Voices!” contest,  
• attendance at key teachers’ conferences in all provinces and territories,  
• two “e-blast” e-mail messages to a personalized list of 10,000 teachers,  
• advertising in educational publications, and  
• prominent advertisement on Classroom Connections’ website.   

 
The NCC complemented this promotional campaign by issuing national press releases to 
all regional and national media in Canada, as well as the media relations contact at each 
of the winning school boards for re-distribution to their local media. 
 
The NCC also produced bookmarks of the winning designs which are distributed to 
Members of Parliament inviting them to promote the contest to their constituents; and to 
teachers at educational fairs and conferences attended by the NCC. 
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How the Contest Works 

 
The advantage of this contest for teachers is that it is done as a class project where 
students work in teams to produce their entries. Artwork is submitted to the NCC by 
students, through their teachers, from all over Canada, for judging by an NCC jury.  
Teachers are provided with a content-rich lesson plan to use independently, or in 
conjunction with The Gathering Place resource to help students create their submissions.  
 
Entries are judged on the expression of the theme and message through principles of 
design such as colour and visual appeal, composition and clarity of image, as well as 
creativity and originality.    
 

An Engaging Prize and Recognition 
 
Seven winning entries were selected and professionally produced by the NCC as a special 
set of banners, with accompanying interpretive panels using texts provided by students.  
These banners will be flown in the core of the Canada’s Capital Region in Major’s Hill 
Park from May to October 2011 where they will be seen by thousands of residents and 
visitors. Major’s Hill Park offers a direct view of the Peace Tower, one of Canada’s most 
recognized symbols.  
 
To complete the outreach impact of the contest, the NCC sent a professionally produced 
copy of each winning banner to respective winning students and their schools. Also, the 
NCC website features a Flickr virtual gallery of not only the winning banners, but of all 
the qualifying artwork that was submitted to celebrate all students’ participation and 
creativity. 
 

Challenges and Solutions 
 
Some of the key challenges and concerns that we anticipated in creating this new contest 
include:  
 
• We cannot guarantee that students will submit artwork of a high quality nor artwork 

that can reproduced in large scale banners. 
 

o Solution: 
Create clear and specific guidelines to assist teachers and students in 
designing banners that can be enlarged and reproduced to meet appropriate 
standards of quality, creativity and originality. 



 

 4 

 
• Regarding jury management, it is uncertain how many submissions the NCC will 

receive from students in the first few years of this project.  
 

o Solution: 
Depending in the number of submissions received, we will select either 7 or 
14 winning designs. We have the jury in place early and have them allocate 
sufficient judging time to accommodate a large response. We also make sure 
that our promotional plan informs a large number of teachers through 
sustained and varied promotion to increase the chances of participation.  

 
• The location where the banners are flown might be impacted by festivals throughout 

our banner display season. 
 

o Solution: 
Work with these festivals/events to seek ways to best integrate the banners 
into their programming. Note: all have confirmed that our banner display is an 
added-value for their audiences. Canada Day celebrations in the Capital use 
the “Raise Your Voices!” banners to enrich the public’s experience as Major’s 
Hill Park is one of Canada Day main programming sites.  

 
Success Factors 

 
With a great number of contests competing for teachers’ attention and time, it is a great 
achievement that the NCC’s National Student Banner Contest received an 
overwhelmingly positive response for its second edition. With 1,300 submissions from 
teams of students across Canada there was an increase of 44% compared to last year’s 
number of entries. As a point of reference, the very popular Mathieu Da Costa contest, 
offered for the last 15 years by the Department of Citizenship and Immigration, receives 
on average 1,200 submissions annually. 
 
True to youth engagement principles, we adopted a full circle involvement for this 
initiative as we involved youth in the early planning of this hands-on youth engagement 
and educational program initiative through in-class focus groups conducted with 
600 students across Canada. Gaining momentum with young Canadians, the 
“Raise Your Voices!” contest is a fantastic way to better represent youth ideas and 
aspirations in the Capital, and to strengthen the connections that young Canadians have 
for their nation’s capital. Students of the winning banners who are able to travel to 
Ottawa have the opportunity to see their work featured in a place of honour in the 
Capital. Those who are not able to visit can view photos of their winning banners and 
interpretation panels in situ at Major’s Hill Park by way of the NCC website.  
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The NCC believes that “Raise Your Voices!” successfully: 
 
1) Resonates with youth interests and captures their imagination;  
2) Puts the Capital and its significance and relevance for youth on their radar;    
3) Increases the visibility of youth issues and interests within the Capital; 
4) Offers a strong educational hook to interest teachers;  
5) Leverages the benefits of public art to encourage students’ self-expression with the 
fact that public art is displayed outdoors, is highly accessible to the public for their 
enjoyment, and offers something to gather around and talk about. 
6) Leverages the success of The Gathering Place and of Classroom Connections’ proven 
and efficient promotional and distribution network. 
 

About the Partners 
 
National Capital Commission 
The NCC is a federal Crown corporation whose mandate is to create pride and unity 
through Canada’s Capital Region by making the Capital a meeting place that 
communicates Canada to Canadians. Toward this goal, the NCC organizes large-scale 
events such as Winterlude and Canada Day celebrations. It also takes great pride in 
developing and planning a capital for future generations. 
 
To view the winning banner designs and detailed banner descriptions, visit; 
canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest 
 
Classroom Connections 
Classroom Connections is a non-profit organization dedicated to initiating positive 
societal change by producing progressive educational resources for Canada’s youth. 
 
To learn more about its programs and services, visit; 
www.classroomconnections.ca.  

http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=1&bhcp=1
http://www.classroomconnections.ca/
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Who We Are
Classroom Connections is a non-profit organization that creates, produces and distributes innovative,

award-winning and bilingual educational materials for schools, community organizations and faculties

of education across Canada. Since 1997, we have developed and delivered more than 15 free resource 

packages. Materials are provided free of charge because we believe that all children should have access 

to inspiring and motivating educational experiences. To make this happen, we secure project-based

funding from grants, foundations, sponsorship and charitable donations.

The materials we produce are curriculum-aligned and ready to use, including step-by-step lesson 

plans and student handouts as well as background information and assessment tools. Each program is

written by experts in content and pedagogy and pilot tested with youth across Canada. Our materials 

are reviewed and evaluated by subject specialists as well as by Curriculum Services Canada 

(www.curriculum.org). Currently, 85% of Canadian schools, over 50 faculties of education and over 300

community agencies and non-governmental organizations are registered to receive our resources. To

view or download our full range of materials, please go to www.classroomconnections.ca/resources.

Our Learning Philosophy
We believe that deep understanding, attitudinal change and inspiration come out of learning opportunities

that are authentic, experiential, interactive and youth-centred. Our goal is to inspire youth to reach

their full potential as informed, socially responsible and engaged citizens. We recognize that there is a

significant difference between just learning about something and authentic learning that has a personal

impact on attitudes, values and behaviours. To help youth internalize concepts, they need opportunities

to think for themselves and interact with the material and each other in meaningful ways. Real learning

opportunities that lead youth to go deeper, think bigger and see the broader context will let them

experience, feel, reflect and negotiate the meaning and impact of what would otherwise be an abstract 

set of facts. These types of activities have the power to change perspectives for life. 

We Need Your Help
We depend on the feedback, comments, ideas and suggestions of educators to help us create and improve

our resources. 

• Fax us your completed evaluation form (on the inside back cover of this resource) or go to our website 

and give your feedback online (www.classroomconnections.ca/feedback). 

• Send us your ideas for future resources. 

• Contact us if you are interested in reviewing or pilot testing new resources. 

• Send us photos, stories or videos of how you used this resource or undertook a suggested activity in 

your class, school or community—we would love to showcase your students’ efforts on our website. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.classroomconnections.ca. We can be contacted 

by email at info@classroomconnections.ca or by phone at 1-888-882-8865.

ABOUT CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
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Overview

Students identify, sort and map photos of buildings,

monuments and significant locations within our national

capital to explore the function and uniqueness of the

features presented and the various ways that Canadians

gather in the capital.

From the information gathered in Theme 1, students

critically evaluate key features and functions (concrete

and symbolic) of a capital, and apply these criteria to how

Canada’s capital was originally chosen and how we might

choose Canada’s capital today.

Students examine the concept of identity and explore

national identity by analyzing common

representations/symbols as well as the monuments,

buildings and commemorations found in our nation’s

capital. Students create a national stamp or coin for

submission to Canada Post or the Royal Canadian Mint. 

Students clarify their thoughts on the ability of youth to

affect multiple levels of decision making and learn about

young people who have influenced decisions made in the

national capital. Students investigate ways to increase

youth influence on decision making and create a petition

or private member’s bill to encourage Parliament to

adopt a national youth involvement initiative. 

Students explore the variety of people commemorated in the

national capital through a found suitcase, an interactive

game and map analysis. Actual criteria for selecting

commemorations are examined and critiqued in preparation

for a student proposal to commemorate an underrepresented

element from Canadian history or culture.

Students explore the concrete connections to the rest of

the world contained within their classroom, going on to

examine the international connections found in our

nation’s capital. They discover Canada’s contributions to

the world through various agencies and organizations

working in the capital and then envision how they might

contribute to Canada and the world. 

Student Materials

• Handout 1: Photo Cards 

• Handout 2: Capital Clues 

• Insert Map of Canada’s 

Capital Region 

• Handout 3: Capital Criteria

• Handout 4: Canada’s Capital

Chosen!

• Insert Map of Canada’s 

Capital Region 

• Handout 1: Photo Cards

• Handout 2: Capital Clues 

• Handout 5: Making an 

Impression

• Insert Map of Canada’s 

Capital Region

• Handout 6: Youth in Action 

• Handout 7: Getting Involved

• Capital Cards (from 

Handouts 1 and 2) 

• Handout 8: Who Am I? 

• Handout 9: Commemorating 

Canada

• Insert Map of Canada’s 

Capital Region

• Capital Cards (from 

Handouts 1 and 2)

• Handout 10: Canada and 

the World
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Capital cities play a vital role in the life of nations, and Canada is no exception. Our capital is a place of

national institutions, treasures and symbols that enable us to explore our history and examine our

identity as a people. It is where we make the decisions that shape our country, but it is more than just the

seat of government. The capital is where we gather to remember, celebrate and share the stories that

define who we are and what has formed us as a nation. 

Many of us are familiar with the energy, pride and emotional connection that a visit to the national

capital evokes. People gather from every region of the country to participate in national celebrations and

to visit the multitude of museums, galleries, institutions and cultural venues located in the capital. For

many Canadian youth, however, the experience of physically interacting with our capital has not yet

occurred. This resource has been designed with them in mind. It provides an opportunity for youth to

discover what their national capital means to them personally and to see how they are reflected in its

activities, events and treasures.

The activities in this guide explore how our capital represents the essence of our nation: our identity, our

stories, how we make decisions as a people and how we are connected to the world. Through

participating in the experiences provided in this resource, students unable to visit Canada’s capital in

person can interact with key features of the capital and begin to see the living history and dynamic

nature of our country that is reflected in the capital’s streets, buildings, monuments and treasures.

Students will develop a sense of how our national capital serves as a physical and metaphorical meeting

place that belongs to all Canadians.

Themes, Activities, Implementation Time and Grade Level
The term “theme” has been used within this resource to describe a collection of activities that develop

students’ understanding around a particular set of concepts. It does not imply that this set of activities could

be completed within one class. The number of minutes in each class period varies with individual school

timetables. In addition, experience in co-operative learning, language level and group dynamics can all affect

the amount of time needed to complete the activities. The teacher is the best judge of these factors. 

The resource was created to form a complete unit of study. It guides students through the process of

examining the national capital as a gathering place for Canadians—a place where we explore our identity,

make decisions, share our stories and connect with the world. However, the resource has also been

designed so that teachers can select single activities, a group of activities that form one “theme” or a set

of themes for integration within the curriculum, depending on the time available. 

The target level of the material varies from Grade 5 to Grade 8. Many activities can accommodate multiple

grades by changing assessment criteria, altering the method of presentation or providing additional time to

complete the assignments.

Canada’s Capital: Although Ottawa, Ontario, is the official capital of Canada, Canada’s

Capital Region encompasses a broader area that includes the city of Gatineau, Quebec, and the 

surrounding urban and rural communities. Federal government buildings, national institutions and

other important sites and symbols are located on both sides of the Ottawa River, and Confederation

Boulevard crosses over the Alexandra Bridge and the Portage Bridge to connect this capital region.

ABOUT THIS reSOURCE
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Curriculum Connections
The themes and concepts presented in this resource hold extensive and rich possibilities for meeting

Ministry of Education curricular objectives/expectations in Social Science and History programs in

provinces and territories across the country, including the competencies outlined in the Quebec

Education Programme (QEP). Where appropriate, cross-curricular connections have been made to

expand the material for use within both Language Arts and Visual Arts. Activities have been designed to

maximize a variety of specific skill-based objectives/expectations and competencies such as critical

thinking, problem solving, communication, social skills, and map and document analysis. Each theme

outlines general objectives/expectations to assist teachers in program planning. 

Pedagogical Approach
The activities in this resource were created using a student-centred, activity-based education model. A

student-centred approach assumes that youth learn best when encouraged to learn and explore for

themselves and when they are addressed as individuals with unique beliefs, experiences and strengths.

Activity-based learning increases students’ involvement and widens the scope for learning. It also

incorporates multiple learning styles—often within the same activity—as students move from individual

work to pair and group discussions. This method enhances each student’s potential for learning and for

internalizing complex concepts within a short time frame.

Group Work Wisdom for Activities
Consistent with the pedagogical approach outlined above, many of the activities in this resource are

designed to encourage student interaction and collaboration through group work. It is by working with

others that great change occurs, and the sharing of skills, voices and support strengthens each of our

efforts. The following tips may be helpful in implementing effective group work within your classroom:

1. Try to keep group size at two to four students to increase the opportunity for all students to talk and 

participate.

2. Make sure you hold all students accountable by using one or more of the following strategies:

•  Tell students you will randomly call on them, so everyone in the group must be prepared to 

share group results.

•  Use the “Lettered Heads” technique. Letter students off (as A, B, C, D) and tell them you will be

selecting a letter from each group to share group results.

•  At the end of a group activity, select one student from each group (based on a random characteristic

such as shortest hair, red shirt, etc.) to go to another group and share what that group has done.

3. Take the time to teach one social, communication or critical thinking skill during each group 

activity, based on the skills required to complete the task. Have students assess how their group 

functioned in terms of these skills. There are over 100 skills in these areas, but here are some ideas:

•  Social skills: taking turns, sharing materials, using names, participating equally, waiting patiently 

•  Communication skills: active listening, paraphrasing, accepting and extending the ideas of others, 

checking for understanding, disagreeing agreeably

•  Critical thinking skills: suspending judgement, examining both sides of an issue, considering all factors

Although we strongly recommend the use of group work as fundamental to achieving the objectives of the

material, you can use the stimulus materials in multiple ways and can modify activities for individual students.
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The website for the National Capital Commission (www.canadascapital.gc.ca) contains a wealth of information useful

across all themes in the resource. There are sections on the history and geography of the capital region as well as specific

links and information on monuments, national institutions, museums, galleries, etc. The site also contains educational

materials, including the Get Ready for the Capital package for classes that will be visiting the capital.

THEME 1
Google Maps: maps.google.ca
• Allows you to map and localize from an aerial view (using the Satellite feature), providing a great perspective on the   

capital region 

OttawaKiosk: www.ottawakiosk.com/panos/virtual.html
•  Shows virtual tours of various capital sites (e.g., Parliament Hill, the Supreme Court, the Peacekeeping Monument) and   

national celebrations (e.g., Canada Day, Canadian Tulip Festival)

THEME 2
Natural Resources Canada: atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/historical/preconfederation
•  Provides pre-Confederation maps of Canada

Statistics Canada: www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/98-187-XIE/tofc.htm
•  Offers historical Canadian statistics

Ottawa Stories: www.bytownmuseum.com
•  Devoted to the history of Ottawa

Library and Archives Canada: www.collectionscanada.ca/framingcanada/
•  Presents historical photos and thematic photo essays on nation building, the Canadian mosaic and Aboriginal peoples

CBC, “Canada: A People’s History”: www.cbc.ca/history
•  Episodes provide information on the founding of Canada and on the peoples and conflicts involved

Friends of the Rideau: www.rideaufriends.com
•  Includes great information on the history of the Rideau Canal

THEME 3
Canada’s Cultural Gateway: www.culture.ca
•  Online gateway to explore, find and share the creativity and diversity of Canadian culture

Canada Post: www.canadapost.ca/segment-e.asp
•  Go to the “Collecting” section to view stamps and to access the selection policy

Library and Archives Canada, Canadian Postal Archives: www.collectionscanada.ca/postal-archives/080608_e.html
•  Canadian stamps, past and present 

Royal Canadian Mint: www.mint.ca
•  Click on “The Passion” and then “The Museum,” and go to the “Circulation Currency” section, “Reverse Designs” to see  

coin images, past and present

Library and Archives Canada, “Minority designs unfurled”: 
www.collectionscanada.ca/publications/002/015002-2023-e.html
•  Pictures of some of the design submissions for the Canadian flag

Canadian Tourism Commission (official tourism site): www.canada.travel
•  Complete travel guide for visitors to Canada (features e-postcards, customizable travel notebook, entry 

requirements and more)

Bank of Canada: www.bankofcanada.ca
•  Go to the “Bank Notes” section to view bills (both sides), past and present

 theme i: a capital idea
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THEME 4
Elections Canada: www.elections.ca
•  Everything from election basics to organizing a student council election in the “Young Voters” section

Supreme Court of Canada: www.scc-csc.gc.ca
•  Downloadable educational kit, including a mock trial, available from the “Educational Portal”

Parliament of Canada, Education section: www.parl.gc.ca/common/AboutParl_Education.asp?Language=EA
•  Listing of background information and teaching materials to help students learn about the Canadian parliamentary system

Student Vote: www.studentvote.ca
•  Opportunity for Canadian students to actively participate in a parallel election experience during an official election period

House of Commons Canada, PPrriivvaattee  MMeemmbbeerrss’’  BBuussiinneessss::  PPrraaccttiiccaall  GGuuiiddee:
www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/process/house/Practical%20Guide/PractGuide_4PMB-e.htm
•  A detailed guide to the process and contents of a private member’s bill

PPeettiittiioonniinngg  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  CCoommmmoonnss::  AA  PPrraaccttiiccaall  GGuuiiddee: www.parl.gc.ca/info/guipete.html
•  A “how to” guide for creating and submitting a petition

THEME 5
Governor General: www.gg.ca
•  Information on the Governor General, Rideau Hall and awards of merit (e.g., the Order of Canada)

IInnvviittaattiioonn::  TThhee  QQuuiilltt  ooff  BBeelloonnggiinngg: www.invitationproject.ca
•  View this amazing quilt as well as the individual blocks

Canadian Museum of Civilization: www.civilization.ca
•  View a variety of artefacts in the collections (youth and educator materials available)

Canadian War Museum: www.warmuseum.ca
•  Read about our military history and view artefacts from various exhibits

Portrait Gallery of Canada: www.portraits.gc.ca
•  Portraits of Canadians that have shaped our country—known and unknown

Library and Archives Canada: www.collectionscanada.ca
•  Collected artefacts illuminating our Canadian story (resources for teachers and students in the “Learning Centre”) 

National Gallery of Canada: www.national.gallery.ca
•  View a selection of pieces from the permanent collections

THEME 6
Department of Foreign Affairs, CCaannaaddaa  WWoorrlldd  VViieeww: 
www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/canada-magazine/menu-en.asp
•  An excellent magazine highlighting our international contributions

“Made in Canada—Canadian Inventors and Inventions”: inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa090100a.htm 
•  A great collection of Canadian inventions that have changed the world

Canadian International Development Agency, “Canadians Making a Difference in the World”: 
www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/cidaweb/acdicida.nsf/En/NIC-56153531-QYW
•  Stories of Canadians making a difference internationally

Canadian Tulip Legacy: www.canadascapital.gc.ca/tulips
•  Read the history behind the festival and view various locations in bloom

PPlleeaassee  NNoottee:: Although every effort has been made to ensure that the websites provided were accurate and credible at the time of
publication, changes in addresses and content frequently occur. In addition, websites are vulnerable to hackers, and links to
inappropriate sites can occur. We recommend that teachers preview sites whenever possible and follow the protocols outlined 
by their schools for student Internet use.
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To access the online material, please go to www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace. The full teacher’s guide,

the Insert Map and the Photo Cards are available for download as pdf files. As well, additional activities,

handouts and assessment tools relating to specific activities are available online. Throughout the resource, you

will see a    indicating that additional website materials are available. These materials are outlined below.

Theme and Activity

1. A Capital Idea
Activity 2

Activity 4

2. Gathering Where?
Activity 1 

Activity 3

3. Exploring Our Identity
Activity 3 

Activity 4

4. Making Decisions
Activity 1 

Activity 2 

Activity 3 

5. Celebrating Our Stories
Activity 1 

Activity 2 

Activity 3 

Activity 3

6. Connecting With 
the World

Activity 2

Activity 3

Website Materials

Handout A: Capital Questions

Activity A: Ordinary or
Extraordinary?

Handout B: Choosing the Capital

Assessment 1: On the Move

Activity B: Collectively Canadian
Assessment 2: Making an 

Impression

Activity C: Detecting Decisions

Handout C: Making a Difference

Handout D: Having Your Say

Activity D: Celebrating Canadians
Handout E: Remember, Share and 

Celebrate
Handout F: The Quilt of Belonging

Assessment 3: Planning 
Commemorations

Handout G: Canada Contributes

Assessment 4: My Contribution

Description

• Questions for students about the contents and functions

of a national capital

• An activity exploring students’ own perceptions of

“ordinary” and “extraordinary” citizens and the potential for

each of us to be celebrated for our contributions or talents 

• An article summarizing the multiple relocations of

Canada’s capital and relevant historical factors in the

decision-making process

• An assessment rubric on a group presentation and role play

• A collective poetry activity on Canadian identity

• An assessment rubric for a stamp or coin submission

• Exploration of everyday items for evidence of laws that

connect us to federal decision makers

• Comprehension questions on youth stories of influencing

decision making in Canada

• A set of criteria for developing a petition or private

member’s bill, as well as a sample petition

• An activity exploring the Order of Canada

• A student handout of questions relating to identifying the

celebration of Canadian stories in the capital

• A youth journal entry and set of comprehension questions

about this multicultural Canadian quilt 

• An assessment rubric for use with student planning of

new capital commemorations

• A list of websites relating to the stories of Canadian

contributions

• An assessment rubric for a press release on student

contributions to the world

 theme i: a capital idea

GATHERING ONLINE
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9CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS II THE GATHERING PLACE

In this theme, students explore the concept of a national capital; discover some of the attributes,

roles, functions and characteristics of Canada’s capital; and begin to understand how our nation’s

capital serves as a physical and metaphorical gathering place for all Canadians.

Overview
In Activity 1, students identify locations found within the national capital to determine prior 

knowledge and introduce items of significance in the capital. 

In Activity 2, students sort the photo locations into categories to explore the content and functions 

of a national capital.

In Activity 3, students analyze a map of Canada’s Capital Region and plot the locations discussed. 

In Activity 4, students research the function and uniqueness of the features presented and become 

tour guides for their location. 

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Demonstrate existing knowledge of Canada’s Capital Region

•  Understand the types of things that occur in our national capital (functions of a capital) 

and the types of things that are located there (content)

•  Begin to recognize the symbolic nature of the capital and how it is connected to national identity

•  Explore stories of Canada’s beginnings 

•  Describe Canadian monuments and legislative buildings

•  Build foundation knowledge for subsequent themes 

Materials Needed
•  Handout 1: Photo Cards (on back of Insert Map)

•  Handout 2: Capital Clues 
•  Insert Map of Canada’s Capital Region 
•  Scissors, glue, markers, newsprint and art supplies

 theme i: a capital idea
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Online Materials Available at 

Handout A: Capital Questions

Activity A: Ordinary or Extraordinary?

Note to Teacher: The PPhhoottoo  CCaarrddss and IInnsseerrtt  MMaapp were designed to copy clearly in black and white on 
11 x 17-inch paper. For improved clarity, all materials can be colour-copied or downloaded in colour from the
website at www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace..

THEME 1: A CAPITAL IDEA

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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AAccttiivviittyy  11::  WWhheerree  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd??

1. Photocopy and cut up the Photo Cards (Handout 1), placing one set of photos (18) in an envelope for

each pair of students. Ask students to examine the photos and identify any locations they recognize.

Explain that all of the photos were taken in the same place (in Canada), and encourage students to deduce

the exact location. (It is expected that students may only be able to identify one or two locations,

depending on their familiarity with the capital.) 

Note to Teacher: The difficulty level and the time required for this activity can be reduced by using a smaller
subset of the cards (e.g., nine) or by providing groups with different subsets and inviting students to share their
findings. The nine photos on the left-hand side of the insert match the nine clues provided on page 13, so the material
can easily be divided into two sets. 

2.  As a class, discuss where all the pictures were taken (Canada’s capital) and the specific photos that helped

students decide. Record any individual locations identified on a flip chart numbered 1 to 18. Ask students

why some locations were easier to easy to identify (e.g., seen on television, a symbol of Canada, visited). 

3.  Distribute a cut-up set of the Capital Clues (Handout 2) to each pair of students and ask them to match

the clues to their photos, using the information provided in the clues. 

4.  As a class, complete the flip chart by identifying all 18 locations. Be sure to ask students how they used the

evidence in the photos to help them make their decisions. 

5.  Once students have confirmed the correct identification of each photo, have them glue the correct

Capital Clue to the back of the corresponding Photo Card to create a “deck” of two-sided Capital Cards. 

Note to Teacher: These two-sided cards will be used throughout the unit. It may be helpful to collect the sets of
cards between activities and keep them in a storage container.

Extension Activities
• Have students explore the architecture of the buildings presented in the Photo Cards. 

•  What are the unique features? 

•  Where did the building materials come from? 

•  What influenced the design? 

•  How old is the building and does it have historical significance?

•  Does the location chosen have importance?

• Have students visit the National Gallery of Canada’s live webcam of Maman at 

www.national.gallery.ca/english/default_webcam.htm. 

Answer Key for Photo Cards
1. Anishinabe Scout

2. Gatineau Park

3. Parliament Buildings

4. Canadian Museum of Civilization

5. National Arts Centre

6. Lester B. Pearson Building

 theme i: a capital id
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7.  Canadian Tribute to Human Rights Monument

8.  Centennial Flame  

9.  Reconciliation: The Peacekeeping Monument  

10. Victoria Island

11. National War Memorial

12. Rideau Hall

13. Supreme Court of Canada

14. Rideau Canal 

15. Embassy of France

16. National Gallery of Canada

17. Women are Persons! The Famous Five 

18. Library and Archives Canada

Maman by Louise Bourgeois

Theme Activities
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1. Have pairs join together to form groups of four students. Ask groups to use one set of the two-sided

Capital Cards and to sort the photos/locations into categories or groupings of their own choosing.

Encourage students to avoid naming each category until they are satisfied with their arrangement.

Note to Teacher: There are no “correct” ways to categorize the photos. This activity helps students think about
different aspects of the locations (function, type, physical features, etc.). 

2. Invite students to conduct a “gallery tour” and visit other groups to see how they categorized the photos.

Have one student remain with the group’s categorizations, while the rest of the students “tour” to view

other groups’ results. Students remaining at their tables can explain the choices to visiting students.

3. As a class, record and compare the categories created, checking

for similarities and differences between responses. Aim toward

a class consensus that represents the various reasons that

Canadians gather in our nation’s capital. 

Possible Discussion Questions
•  What types of things can we find in our national capital 

(e.g., monuments, galleries, government buildings, museums, unique
architecture, public art)? 

•  What kinds of activities happen there (e.g., government/court decision making for the country, 
celebrations, tourism, cultural events, ceremonies, protests, preservation of Canadian history, recreation)?

•  What are the advantages of having all of these important places and activities in one area? 

Are there any disadvantages (e.g., many parts of Canada being far removed from the capital)?

•  How is a national capital different from a provincial or territorial capital? How are they similar? 

•  Why do countries have capitals? (Introduce the central role of a capital as the place where national government
sits and decisions are made for the country.)

•  Do you think a capital city is more than just the place where the country’s government is located? 

Why or why not? (Introduce other functions of a capital, such as being a treasury for national artefacts, a
reflection of national identity, a concrete and symbolic meeting place for a country’s citizens, a national
representation to the world and a tourism destination.)

•  Do you think that it is important for a country to have an exciting, historic and attractive national

capital with museums, galleries and other attractions? What if it costs a lot of money to maintain? What

value does it have for citizens across the country?

Extension Activity 
• Have students scan their daily newspapers for articles that refer 

to the national capital. Post articles on a bulletin board, or keep 

them in a news file. Have students create categories of how the 

capital is mentioned. 

• What patterns do they see? 

• Look for other reasons that Canadians gather in the capital. 

• Are the stories positive or negative in their portrayal of the capital?

 theme i: a capital idea

 theme i: a capital idea

Website Addition 
A ready-to-use student handout 

(Handout A: Capital Questions) containing

these questions is available for download.
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Cat Sanctuary, Parliament Hill
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1. Distribute copies of the Insert Map. Give students time to examine the map and make observations. Use

the following guiding questions to engage students in their observation:

•  What physical features about Canada’s Capital Region are evident from looking at the map 

(e.g., includes two cities in two provinces, multiple waterways —three rivers and the Rideau Canal visible, lots of green space)?

•  What do you think is significant about the fact that our capital region includes these two provinces 

(e.g., Canada’s bilingual, bicultural nature and heritage)?

•  Do you think the waterways are an important feature? If so, explain their importance (e.g., transportation routes,
movement of goods, recreation).

•  Scan the street names. Do you recognize any names? What are some of the inspirations for the street names?

•  The map refers to Canada’s Capital Region as “The Gathering Place.” Why do you think that is? What are some of the

reasons people gather there (e.g., to celebrate; to make decisions; to share art, history and culture; to remember)?

2. Using sets of the matched Capital Cards from Activity 1, ask students to locate the items identified and plot them on

their map with the appropriate number. Make sure they use the Capital Clues to help them find the location. 
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AAccttiivviittyy  44::  TTaakkiinngg  aa  TToouurr

1. Have individual or paired students research one of the locations discovered in the photos. Ask students 

to find out the following: 

•  What is the purpose/function of the location? Why is it important to Canadians? 

•  What would make it interesting to see or visit? What is really unique about it?

2. Invite students to role-play being tour guides for their particular location. Get them to create a tourism

brochure or billboard for the location and a one-minute TV advertisement about why anyone going to

Canada’s capital should visit their location. 

3. Display a copy of the Insert Map on a bulletin board or at another central location. After each presentation, have

students use coloured thread to connect a photo of their location with the appropriate location on the map.

4. Ask students to form groups of four to rank their “Top Five Must-See

Locations.” Decide on ranking criteria in advance (e.g., most interesting,
most important historically, most important to Canadian culture, most fun,
most beautiful). Students must reach a consensus in their group and

explain their reasoning. Have groups use the Insert Map to plot the

best route for reaching all five locations choosen. 

5. Ask groups to compare their route with the Confederation Boulevard Route marked in red on the Insert Map.
Explain that Confederation Boulevard is a ceremonial route of streets in Ottawa and Gatineau. Parts of the

route are used by foreign dignitaries on state visits. Why do students think that route was chosen (e.g., at the
heart of the capital; links Ontario and Quebec; connects the Governor General’s and Prime Minister’s residences with
Parliament Hill; passes by many prominent institutions, museums, monuments, parks and nationally important sites)?

Extension Activity
• Ask students to design a “Discovery Route” for their own community. What places would they want tourists and

dignitaries to see? Have them plan a walking or driving route that could be given to visitors on their arrival.

 theme i: a capital idea
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Website Addition 
An additional activity (Activity A: Ordinary
or Extraordinary?) is available for download. theme i: a capital idea

THE GATHERING PLACE II CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
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Canadian Tribute to Human Rights
Monument

The granite front of this 10-metre high

arch is carved with the words “All

human beings are born free and equal

in dignity and rights.” Through the

arch, concrete column figures hold

granite plaques with the words

“Equality,” “Dignity” and “Rights”

carved in 47 of the more than 70

languages of the First Peoples of

Canada. It is the first monument in the

world dedicated to universal human

rights! Located at Elgin Street and

Lisgar, you can see the War Memorial

to the north through the arch.
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Gatineau Park

Stretching from Gatineau into the

rocky hills northwest of the capital,

this was once home to the Algonkian,

and it is named after a fur trader

from the 1600s. The 1800s brought

mining, and the 19th century saw the

towering white pines logged to make

masts for British naval ships. Today

the forests and wildlife are protected,

and the park (only 10 minutes from

the capital) has the most cross-

country skiing trails in North

America! 
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Canadian Museum of Civilization

On the northern bank of the Ottawa

River across from Parliament Hill, the

curving walls of this building echo

how wind, water and ice have shaped

the Canadian landscape. This treasure

house holds over 3.5 million artefacts

showing Canada’s history and

identity and has the world’s largest

collection of totem poles! It hosts

exhibits from across Canada and

around the world. A First Nations

campsite was once located here, and

earth taken from the site was used in

building the Parliament Buildings.
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ANISHINABE Scout

This scout honours the role of the

First Nations in the development of

Canada. It was First Nations peoples

who first assisted the Europeans in

navigating the waters of the Ottawa

River. The bronze sculpture sits in

Major’s Hill Park, looking towards

Victoria Island in the Ottawa River.

The artist who created the statue

originally intended for the scout to be

kneeling in a canoe, but they ran out

of money before the statue was

completed. Now the scout is kneeling

on a rock!
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Lester B. Pearson Building

This modern set of square buildings

is home to the Canadian Department

of Foreign Affairs. In front, there are

flags from each province/territory,

and the entrance hall has over 170

flags from all the countries Canada

works with. More than 7,000 people

(in the capital and around the world)

work for this department. They

provide disaster relief and

peacekeeping forces and promote

trade and our cultural achievements

to the world. It is across from the

National Research Council building.
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Parliament Buildings

These buildings (including the

famous Peace Tower) are the centre of

Canadian decision making, a national

landmark, a gathering place for all

Canadians and a symbol of our

shared values of democracy, respect

and freedom of speech. The expansive

front lawn was designed to

accommodate Canadians gathering

for celebrations, national

commemorations and even protests.

Did you know there was a cat

sanctuary on the grounds where stray

cats are fed daily?
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Reconciliation: The Peacekeeping
Monument 

Located on its own square next to the

National Gallery on Sussex Drive, this

monument honours the more than

110,000 Canadians who have served in

the United Nations Peacekeeping

Forces. It shows three peacekeepers

(two men and a woman) standing on

two sharp edges of stone, above

crumbling walls that represent the

debris of war. It is the only

monument of its kind in the world!
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National Arts Centre

Built in connecting hexagons and

uniquely located facing the Rideau

Canal (not Elgin Street), this is

Canada’s premier performing arts

centre. It is the only one in North

America that is bilingual, and it

shows everything from Shakespeare

to hip hop. Inside, the Southam

Theatre has one of the largest stages

on the continent and special box

seating for visiting dignitaries. 

g
g

Centennial Flame

Since 1967, the Centennial Flame

has marked the entrance to

Parliament Hill. Surrounded by

the shields of the Canadian

provinces and territories, and

joined by the water of the

fountain, the Centennial Flame

symbolizes Canada’s unity from

sea to sea. Coins dropped in the

fountain fund research for

Canadians with disabilities. The

flame is only shut off to replace

the water with glycol to prevent

freezing in winter.
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Supreme Court of Canada

Outside the symmetrical stone front of

the highest court in Canada, twin

statues of Truth and Justice stand guard

at either side. The 9 Supreme Court

judges hear cases from people who

want to appeal the decisions of another

court, and they give opinions on

questions from the federal government.

These decisions shape our national

history and identity. The second

flagstaff to the east flies a flag when

court is in session, and the public can

observe the proceedings. You can see

Victoria Island from the back.
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National War Memorial

The granite arch stands over 21 metres

high in Confederation Square. On top,

2 bronze figures represent Peace and

Freedom, while 22 bronze figures

advance through the archway,

symbolizing those who served Canada

in times of war. At its base, a granite

sarcophagus holds a casket containing

the remains of an unknown Canadian

soldier (Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier). The capital’s largest

Remembrance Day ceremony is held

here in view of Parliament Hill.
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Rideau Hall

This is one of Canada’s oldest

buildings and the official home and

workplace of every Governor General

since Confederation. There are 170

rooms where the Governor General

carries out many diplomatic and

ceremonial duties. Big events are held

in the tent room—it was once an

indoor tennis court! The Ceremonial

Guard are stationed outside, and

students from across Canada can

become Guards for the summer! It is

located at the northeast start of the

Confederation Boulevard Route. 
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National Gallery of Canada

Walking into the Great Hall is like

walking into a gigantic pyramid of

glass. This amazing building is home to

the world's biggest collection of

Canadian art. Visitors from Canada and

around the world gather here to view

over 1,200 works of art from the

permanent collection as well as special

exhibitions of Canadian and

international artists. Outside the

Gallery stands Maman, a giant (9.25 m

tall) bronze spider carrying a sac of 26

pure white marble eggs under her belly.
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WOMEN ARE PERSONS! The Famous Five

This monument is a tribute to the

five women who won the “Persons”

Case, a 1929 court ruling that legally

declared women as persons under the

British North America Act.  This

made them eligible for appointment

to the Canadian Senate. The larger-

than-life bronze sculptures show the

women celebrating their victory. An

empty chair seems to invite passers-

by to join the group! The monument

is prominently located on the east

side of Parliament Hill.
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Victoria Island

This island in the Ottawa River has

strong Aboriginal roots, historically

serving as a place for First Nations to

gather, trade and celebrate. Today the

island celebrates Aboriginal culture

with the authentic recreation of an

Aboriginal village. You can visit a

tipi, a wigwam and a longhouse or

explore ancient technologies and

tools used in building birchbark

canoes through hands-on

demonstrations. It is also an amazing

place to picnic!
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Library and Archives Canada

This building at the northwest end of

Wellington Street contains a copy of

almost everything ever published in

Canada.  The incredible collections

include over 71,000 hours of film

footage; over 2.5 million architectural

drawings, plans and maps; stamps;

photographs; newspapers; portraits;

and more. In front of the building,

The Secret Bench of Knowledge shows a

boy and girl sitting on a park bench.
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Rideau Canal 

This 200-km system of linked rivers,

lakes and man-made channels (with

47 locks and 24 dams) was built by

Colonel John By as a safe (from the

U.S.) transportation route connecting

Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence

River to the Ottawa River. It is now a

route for pleasure boats, lined with

parks and bike paths. In the winter, a

section becomes the world’s longest

outdoor skating rink (almost 8 km)! It

has also been nominated as a

UNESCO World Heritage site.
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Embassy of France

This embassy on Sussex Drive

overlooks the Ottawa River near the

Rideau Falls—where French explorers

first arrived by canoe 400 years ago.

This amazing building has a

“smoking room,” with walls covered

in birchbark to absorb the odour of

tobacco. The Ambassador’s Office has

engravings showing the history of

New France from 1534 to 1760. Did

you know that there are over 100

embassies in the capital and that

embassy soil is considered “foreign”

territory?

g
g
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In this theme, students examine what makes a capital city unique and explore the factors and 

historical context that affect how a capital city is chosen. 

Overview
In Activity 1, students explore and apply criteria for capital cities in the context of the historical

choice of Ottawa as Canada’s capital.

In Activity 2, students examine the changes that have occurred in Canada since Confederation and 

analyze the relevance of the capital city criteria in choosing a capital today.

In Activity 3, students critically evaluate key features and functions (concrete and symbolic) of 

our national capital by presenting arguments for why it should or should not be moved to another 

location in Canada. 

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Develop an understanding of the concept and purpose of a capital 

•  Recognize that the location of our capital reflects aspects of our history and culture that are essential 

to who we are as Canadians 

•  Gain awareness of the less concrete functions of a capital (e.g., its symbolic nature, a point of 

national unity, a gathering place)

•  Acquire knowledge and understanding of Canadian history 

•  Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the distinct roles of all of Canada’s 

founding peoples

Materials Needed
•  Handout 3: Capital Criteria
•  Handout 4: Canada’s Capital Chosen!
•  Insert Map of Canada’s Capital Region 
•  Scissors, markers and newsprint

 theme i: a capital idea

THEME 2: GATHERING WHERE?

 theme i: a capital idea

Online Materials Available at 

Handout B: Choosing the Capital 

Assessment 1: On the Move

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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1. Assemble working groups of three or four. Ask students to reflect on the information and ideas collected

in the first theme and to create a list of things they feel would be important to consider when choosing a

capital city for a country. Discuss as a class.

2. Give a copy of Capital Criteria (Handout 3) to each group. Ask students to compare the list of criteria

they created in step 1 with the criteria presented on the handout. Have them write any additional criteria

from their own lists on a second sheet of paper. Make sure that group members agree that the additional

criteria are important. 

3. Provide students with a map of pre-Confederation Canada (download from

atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/historical/preconfederation). Explain that the choice of where 

to locate the capital was hotly debated at the time (Kingston, Montreal, Quebec City and Toronto were other
options). Give students a chance to examine the map and discuss the conditions and factors that were

significant during that period. Ask them why the placement of the capital was so important. 

4. Invite one student in each group to cut out all the

strips of the Capital Criteria and any additional

criteria the group included. Ask groups to think

about choosing a capital for pre-Confederation

Canada. Have groups rank their criteria from most

important to least important in deciding where the

capital of Canada should be. 

5. Ask groups to record their results on newsprint 

(see Figure 1) and then to post the results around the

classroom. Encourage students to observe and compare

their group’s rankings with those of other groups.

6. Follow up by reading the press release “Canada’s Capital Chosen!” (Handout 4), which  announces 

the choice of Ottawa as Canada’s capital, and debrief with the following questions:

•  What criteria seemed to be most important to the decision makers in the mid-1800s?

•  Are there criteria that may have been used in the early stages of Canada’s development that may not 

be as important now?

•  Are there criteria that are important now that may not have been as relevant in earlier stages of  

Canada’s history?

•  What criteria would always play an important role for deciding where a capital should be located? 

THE GATHERING PLACE II CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS16

Criteria for Capital City
1.

2.

3. 
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Website Addition 
A ready-to-use student handout 

(Handout B: Choosing the Capital) 

summarizing the multiple relocations 

of the capital and relevant deciding 

factors is available for download.
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Reasoning for Ranking

Figure 1

 theme i: a capital idea

Theme Activities
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1. As a class, consult a current map of Canada and locate the national capital. Using the pre-Confederation

map (downloaded for use in Activity 1) as a starting point for conversation, ask students what has changed

about Canada since our capital was chosen. 

2. Using the criteria from Handout 3, ask students to rank the criteria again for how important each item

would be in choosing a new capital today. Can some of these criteria be removed? Are there new criteria

that need to be added? Have students record their ranking and reasoning on newsprint as in Figure 1 above. 

3. Come to a class consensus on a present-day list of criteria for choosing a capital city.

Extension Activity 
• Read the following quote to students and ask them to respond: 

I would not wish to say anything disparaging of the capital, but it is hard to say 
anything good of it. Ottawa’s not a handsome city and it does not appear to be 
destined to become one either. —Sir Wilfred Laurier, 1884

•  Are you surprised by the quote?

•  How do you think Ottawa has evolved since Laurier made his comments? 

•  What do you think he would say about the capital today?

AAccttiivviittyy  33::  OOnn  tthhee  MMoovvee??

Note to Teacher: This activity may be more appropriate for intermediate students.

1. Explain to students that other countries have had more than one location for their capital 

(e.g., Russia has had at least three capitals in its history, Japan and Turkey have each had two).

2. Divide the class into groups of three. Tell students that each group represents a committee 

created by the Prime Minister and entrusted with answering the following question: 

•  Should Ottawa continue to be the national capital or should another location in Canada be chosen 
as the capital?

Explain that the Prime Minister wants the committees to evaluate possible alternative locations.

Therefore, each committee must:

•  Outline the advantages and disadvantages of keeping the national capital where it is

•  Choose the best possible alternative location for Canada’s capital and outline the reasons for the choice

•  Create a summary report of recommendations to the Prime Minister

Note to Teacher: Encourage students to consider all aspects involved in moving the capital, including cost of
building new infrastructure, tourism, symbolic nature of the capital, historical context, etc.
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Capital Pathway --Rideau Canal



3. Have students present each group’s report to the class by role-playing a presentation to the Prime Minister

and his advisors. When all groups have finished, debrief using the following discussion questions:

•  Which group did you feel was the most convincing and why?

•  What criteria most influenced your group’s decision about relocating the capital?

•  What functions of a capital would be the easiest to move? 

What functions would be the hardest to move?

•  Do you think the physical location of the capital is

important to Canadians?

•  How does the geography of Canada (almost 1 million

square km) affect our feelings of connection 

to the capital? 

•  Do you think it is easier or harder for some provinces,

territories or regions to identify with the capital? 

Explain your response. 

•  Is the capital of Canada more of a physical location 

or a symbolic concept?

Extension Activities 
• Invite students to create a press release or television news spot of another event in the history

of Canada’s capital (e.g., the Wright family’s arrival in the region in 1800, the completion and official 
opening of the Rideau Canal in 1832, the Proclamation of the British North America Act in 1867, the Parliament
Buildings fire in 1916).

• Quebec historian Jacques Lacoursière said: “The ideal would be to have three versions of Canadian history:

Aboriginal, Anglophone and Francophone.” Ask students to reflect on what they think he means. Discuss

the concept of history as a “story” and the importance of who gets to tell that story. This provides an

excellent opportunity to introduce perspective taking, bias and the challenges of being a neutral observer

or recorder of events and information. 

 theme i: a capital idea
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Website Addition 
An assessment rubric for this activity

(Assessment 1: On the Move) is 

available for download.
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Capital Story: What’s in a Name?
There seems to be a dispute! Some stories say that Ottawa is an English-language

corruption of adawe, the Algonquin word meaning “to trade.” Other versions say that it

was named after a tribe in the region—either the Outaouaks (a trading nation of the

Anishinabe tribe) or the Ondatahouats tribe, called “people of the forest” by the Hurons. 

Another story says that the origin of the name Canada comes from the expedition

of explorer Jacques Cartier up the St. Lawrence River in 1535. When the Iroquois pointed out

the route to the village of Stadacona, the future site of Quebec City, they used the word

kanata, the Huron-Iroquois word for “village.” Jacques Cartier used the word Canada to

refer to both the settlement of Stadacona and the land that surrounded it. 
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Easy to defend against possible attacks or invasions

Located in the geographic centre of the country 
so that all citizens have good access

Has available land for future development and use 

Has a good climate

Is located on a waterway

Represents the languages and cultures of the country

Has buildings that can house the government 

Has museums, galleries, historical buildings and monuments that 
represent the country and preserve its national treasures

Is attractive so people will want to visit

Is the largest city in the country

Has places for citizens to gather for celebration and commemoration

Has lots of “green” space for people to enjoy 

g

g

g
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HANDOUT 4  I I
CANADA’S CAPITAL CHOSEN!

PRESS RELEASE

OTTAWA NAMED CANADA’S CAPITAL
DATELINE: JANUARY 14, 1858

The British Colonial Office confirmed recently that, after much discussion and debate, Ottawa, 

the rugged logging town, had been chosen by Queen Victoria on December 31, 1857, as the capital of

the United Province of Canada. 

Although not a front-runner in the capital sweepstakes because of its relatively remote location and

small population, Ottawa does have, according to palace sources, some significant advantages over

the likes of Toronto, Kingston, Montreal, and Quebec City (all former capitals).

One important factor, in the aftermath of the War of 1812, is its location far enough away from the

border to make it an unlikely candidate for attack by our southern neighbours. It should be pointed

out that American marauders have attacked earlier capitals, such as Niagara-on-the-Lake and the

four other cities mentioned above.

Furthermore, Ottawa presents a compromise in that it is the only town of any size located on the

border of Canada West and Canada East. Also, Ottawa is almost exactly equidistant between

Toronto and Quebec City. Clearly, being at the crossroads of the two great founding cultures bodes

well for future harmonious relations.

In addition, because it is located on water, it is easily accessible as well as defendable. The Ottawa

River has made Ottawa the North American centre of lumber milling and of the square-cut timber

industry, and the Rideau Canal, finished some 25 years ago, has hastened the development of

Ottawa as an economic centre. Making it the capital will only augment its commercial and 

economic status. 

Not to be discounted, according to anonymous inside sources, is the fact that due to the efforts of

Colonel John By, the government already owns large parcels of land overlooking the Ottawa River,

ideal for the construction of future public buildings. And given the relatively small population of

Ottawa, it is much less likely to witness rampaging mobs sacking government buildings, as have

other capitals.

A reliable source close to the Queen also mentioned that the monarch’s final selection of Ottawa

may have been influenced by the region’s stunning natural beauty that she viewed on some water-

colours. That seems altogether much more likely than the fanciful story that Her Royal Majesty,

blindfolded, simply struck a hatpin in a map of the colony.

 theme i: a capital idea
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In this theme, students explore the concept of Canadian identity and the role of the national capital in

representing the shared vision and common values that connect us as a diverse and regional nation. 

Overview
In Activity 1, students examine the concept of personal identity and expand the concept outward 

to schools, regions and countries. 

In Activity 2, students explore ways in which Canada’s identity is commonly represented through

our national symbols.

In Activity 3, students dig deeper to determine what a visit to our national capital would show 

about who we are as a nation and what we value as Canadians. 

In Activity 4, students apply their understanding of national identity and Canadian symbols by 

creating a stamp or coin for submission to Canada Post or the Royal Canadian Mint. 

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Explore the concept of personal identity as a framework for exploring national identity

•  Examine and recognize the symbols that represent and reflect us as a nation

•  Analyze how our national capital, as a treasure chest of national monuments, symbols and historical 

landmarks, represents and reflects the values and characteristics that make us uniquely Canadian 

•  Demonstrate an understanding of Canadian identity (through history, contemporary stories and 

symbols) and how it is unique

•  Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of Canada as a bilingual, multicultural nation 

•  Understand the importance of a strong Aboriginal history and presence to Canadian identity

Materials Needed
•  Handout 1: Photo Cards (on back of Insert Map)

•  Handout 2: Capital Clues (p. 13) from Theme 1 

•  Handout 5: Making an Impression
•  Insert Map of Canada’s Capital Region
•  Newsprint and markers

•  Collection of “Canadian” items (see Activity 2, step 1)
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THEME 3: EXPLORING OUR IDENTITY
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Online Materials Available at 

Activity B: Collectively Canadian

Assessment 2: Making an Impression 

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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1. Ask students to take three minutes to individually write a point-form description of themselves. Try not

to give too much direction as you want students to select the types of things they would typically use to

describe themselves (e.g., appearance, likes/dislikes, things they value, ethnicity). 

2. Once students are finished, have them re-read their description to themselves and do the following: 

•  Circle anything they wrote about their physical appearance.

•  Underline anything about their family background, culture or language.

•  Put a rectangle around anything relating to things that they value 

or think are important.

•  Put a check mark beside any groups they belong to.

3. Ask students how many of each kind of characteristic they marked on

their descriptions. Have a class discussion around the following questions:

•  Is it hard to describe who you are as a person? Why or why not?

•  Which type of characteristic did you list the most often? 

(Read each category and have students raise hands.) 
•  If we posted these descriptions around the classroom, do you think we  

would be able to identify each other easily? What kind of  

characteristics would be easiest to identify?

•  Are the ones that are easiest to recognize the ones that are most important? Why or why not? 

•  If we removed anything about appearance, could we recognize each other from these descriptions? 

•  Do you think that you are exactly like anyone else in this classroom? What makes each of us unique?

Discuss scientific ways that are used to identify people (e.g., unique pattern of blood vessels in every eye,
fingerprints, voice, DNA). Do these things capture who you are as a person? Why or why not? Discuss

identity as the specific set of characteristics that make a person unique.

4. Ask students if they think their school has an identity. Have partners “Think/Pair/Share” five

characteristics that make their school unique. (Students THINK for themselves first and then PAIR up to discuss
their ideas before they SHARE their responses with the class.)

5. Ask students if they think their province or region has an identity. Get them to switch partners and

Think/Pair/Share as many items as they can that make their province or region unique.

6. Ask students if they think countries have identities. As a class, discuss what kinds of things make a

country distinct from other countries (e.g., size, land, people, climate, government, legal system, economic
system, history, language, culture). 

7. Provide students with blank outline maps of Canada and have them fill the maps with drawings and

phrases describing how Canada is unique as a country.

Extension Activity 
• When a Governor General is appointed in Canada, a personal coat of arms is designed for him or her, using

symbols that represent his or her personal history, beliefs and values. Have students view past and present

examples and then design their own personal coat of arms. To view the current Governor General’s coat of

arms, visit www.gg.ca/heraldry/emb/03/index_e.asp.
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1. Bring in a collection of the following items (or have students research online and collect their 
own materials—see HHeellppffuull  WWeebbssiitteess on page 6):

•  Canadian coins (taped to bristol board) and bills (or pictures of bills marked “SAMPLE”)

•  Postcards or calendars representing Canada or Canadians

•  Canadian stamps

•  Lyrics to “O Canada”

•  Tourist brochures on travelling in Canada, Canadian souvenirs, etc. 

•  Sports jerseys/mascots from national sports teams and Olympic athletes

•  Mascots/symbols of Canadian-hosted Olympic Games (e.g., Inuksuk for 2010 Vancouver)

2. Divide students into groups, and set out several items for each group with a sheet of newsprint and

coloured markers. Ask students to pretend that they are visiting from another country as they examine

the items in front of them. On one half of the page, have students record answers to the following

question:

• What symbols are typically used to represent Canadians and Canada?

3. On the other half of the page, have students respond 

to these questions:

•  What do these symbols say about the physical characteristics  

of the country (size, weather, landscape, etc.)?

•  What do they tell you about Canadian history, culture or     

language (e.g., British influence, French language, importance of 
Aboriginal culture)?

•  What do the symbols tell you about what Canadians value 

or think is important (e.g., nature, history, respect for all  
cultures)?

•  What do they tell you about the way that other countries 

might perceive us? 

4. Ask students whether the symbols found on our money,

stamps, etc. adequately reflect our national identity. Why or

why not? What types of things do they focus on?

Extension Activity 
• Invite students to scan printed and online newspapers for local and national stories that reflect Canadian  

identity, values and beliefs. Possibilities for presentation include a class scrapbook of articles and a larger

display dedicated to Canadian identity in the school resource centre, a hallway display cabinet or a

centrally located bulletin board.
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AAccttiivviittyy  33::  DDiiggggiinngg  DDeeeeppeerr  

1. Before the activity, number and post a sheet of newsprint at seven or eight locations around the

classroom. Choose a subsection of the Photo Cards and Capital Clues (from Theme 1) and place one

location photo and corresponding clue on each sheet of newsprint. 

Note to Teacher: If you have students’ material from their research and presentations in Theme 1, Activity 4, post
the items beside the appropriate location.

2. Assemble groups of three or four, depending on class size. Ask students to imagine being first-time

visitors to Canada, visiting the national capital to get a better sense of what Canada and Canadians are

like. Get students to further imagine that blank “graffiti” walls have been set up next to each tourist

location to capture tourists’ feelings and ideas. Students are going to “tour” the capital and record their

observations (graffiti style) about the nature of Canada and Canadians as they visit each site. 

3. Give each group a set of same-coloured markers (for group accountability), and invite groups 

to go to one of the numbered locations to start their tours. Give students three minutes to read the clue, 

think about the location, identify the Canadian values, beliefs or characteristics they think are revealed

there and write their thoughts on the newsprint. When the time is up, have groups take their markers to

the next numbered location on the tour to repeat the

activity, adding new ideas to the existing graffiti.

4. Once groups have toured each location and recorded

their thoughts, ask students to look at the location

recordings as a whole and identify any patterns. Use

coloured markers to outline similar ideas in the same

colour, and then record the larger ideas

on a new piece of newsprint. 

5. Ask students whether they got a complete sense of Canada and Canadians from their tour of the nation’s

capital. Encourage students to explore “inside” the sites for things like representation through Members

of Parliament, Supreme Court Justices, regional artists and artefacts in galleries and museums.

•  Does the capital effectively represent all regions of the country? Why or why not? 

•  Does it do a good job of representing our diverse population? Why or why not?

•  Would you add anything else to the tour that is important to our national identity?

Extension Activity 
•  One of our characteristics as a nation is having strong regional identities. In planning

future development, the National Capital Commission (see inside front cover)

identified a desire to increase the representation of provinces and territories within the

capital. A proposal was made to create “Canada House”—an expo to help people

discover the unique qualities of each Canadian province and territory. 

•  Ask students to design an exhibition hall for their province or territory to showcase its

unique features, symbols and identity. What kind of food and music would students

choose? What items and symbols would they include? What famous people would be

represented, and what famous moments would they want to share?

 theme i: a capital idea

Website Addition 
Download a Language Arts lesson 

(Activity B: Collectively Canadian) 

on creating collective poetry.
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Provincial/Territorial Banners,
Confederation Boulevard 
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AAccttiivviittyy  44::  MMaakkiinngg  aann  IImmpprreessssiioonn

1. Remind students of the coins and stamps they looked at in Activity 2, and ask if they have ever collected

stamps or coins. Explain that the Currency Museum of the Bank of Canada, the Canadian Postal Museum 

(in the Canadian Museum of Civilization) and the Canadian Postal Archives (at Library and Archives Canada)

house collections of all the stamps and coins ever created in Canada. Ask students why they think these

collections are in the national capital, and get them to locate the relevant buildings on the Insert Map of
Canada’s Capital Region.

2. Individually or as a group project, invite students to

design a stamp or coin that reflects one aspect of

Canada’s identity, using the suggestion criteria

outlined on Handout 5: Making an Impression.  

3. After students complete their design, have them

write a letter asking the Royal Canadian Mint or

Canada Post to consider using it. Ensure that they

follow formal letter-writing conventions and

persuasively argue for using their design based on

how it reflects Canadian identity.
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Capital Story: Canada’s Flag

As Canada grew, so did the debate over having a distinct Canadian flag to reflect our unique

identity, separate from Britain. When Liberal leader Lester Pearson was elected as Prime Minister in

1964, he supported adopting a design with three maple leaves on a white background and a vertical

blue bar on each end ("Pearson's Pennant"). The Leader of the Opposition, John Diefenbaker, wanted 

to use the Red Ensign, the flag of the British merchant marine, which had flown on Canadian vessels

since 1892. There was so much disagreement over the choice that Canadians were asked to submit their

own ideas. And they did! Over 2,000 new suggestions were added to almost 4,000 other suggestions

that had already accumulated. 

An all-party committee of the House of Commons reviewed the flag designs, and members posted

their favourites on the committee room walls for others to consider. A Canadian Press report of October

1964 described the room as "a blinding sight" with hundreds of designs in "all colour combinations and

motifs." Submissions were sent in on wrapping paper, wallpaper, cardboard and pieces of cloth. Ideas

included symbols of our founding nations (the Union Jack or fleurs-de-lys), reflections of our natural

wildlife (Canada geese, salmon, beavers, bison, polar and grizzly bears, caribou and moose) and items

representing our Aboriginal roots (a peace pipe or native headdress). Some of the stranger submissions

showed a dollar sign, the skull and crossbones, and hockey sticks! On December 15, 1964, after a bitter

debate lasting 33 days, the red maple leaf flanked by two red bars was chosen. The winning design was

submitted by former Ontario Liberal MPP John Matheson. Although the design was originally very

controversial, it has become a popular and well-loved symbol of our country. 

When is our national Flag Day?
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Website Addition 
An assessment rubric for this activity

(Assessment 2: Making an Impression) 

is available for download.
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Have you ever looked at the coins in your pocket? While one side of all Canadian coins has a

picture of the reigning monarch, the other side might have all kinds of interesting designs.

The Royal Canadian Mint makes our Canadian coins, getting ideas for coin designs from

contests, surveys and research, as well as from the general public. Themes are often based

on events, places or milestones of national interest. The subject and design must mean
something to Canadians and be memorable.

Check out your mailbox! Canadians can submit suggestions for what goes on our postage

stamps. The national Stamp Advisory Committee guides Canada Post in choosing stamp

subjects and designs. The Committee looks for subjects and designs that contribute to 
celebrating and promoting Canada—our heroes, our leading personalities, our 
heritage, our traditions and our achievements.

1. Choose a subject or theme for your coin or stamp. Answer the following questions: 

• How does it represent an aspect of the Canadian identity?

• What elements will you include?

• How will it appeal to a broad range of Canadians?

2. Design the artwork for your coin or stamp on a separate sheet of paper. If it is a coin,

make it the size of a 12-cm diameter circle. If it is a stamp, make it a rectangle 12 cm high

and 15 cm across.

3. Think about the way that your artwork will be shown.

• Remember that your design must be clear and recognizable in a much smaller version.

• Look at a coin or stamp to determine what information must be present (e.g., the

number indicating how much the stamp is worth) and be sure to work around that.

• If it is a coin, remember that you can’t use colour, but you can use texture and have

some depth with the raised etching of the surface.

4. After you have completed your final design, write a letter asking the Royal Canadian Mint or

Canada Post to consider using it. Be sure that you follow formal letter-writing conventions

and persuasively argue for using the design based on how it reflects Canadian identity.
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Direct all stamp designs to:
Chairperson, Stamp Advisory Committee

Canada Post Corporation

2701 Riverside Drive, Suite N1070

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0B1
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Submit all coin designs to: 
Department of Marketing 

Canadian Coin, Custom Made

Royal Canadian Mint

320 Sussex Drive

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0G8

 theme i: a capital idea

Your task is to plan and design a stamp or coin that reflects one aspect 
of Canada’s identity. 

MAKING AN IMPRESSION

HANDOUT 5  I I
MAKING AN IMPRESSION 



Overview
In Activity 1, students explore their own feelings about the ability of children and youth to affect

decision making at various levels. 

In Activity 2, students examine the decision-making institutions that exist in our capital through 

examples of youth who have influenced decisions made at both Parliament Hill and the Supreme Court.

In Activity 3, students analyze initiatives that help youth to have more direct influence on national

decision making and create a petition or private member’s bill that encourages Parliament to adopt

their favourite youth involvement initiative. 

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Understand that Ottawa is the physical location where significant federal decisions are made that 

shape us as a country and affect each of our lives as citizens

•  Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the dynamic relationship between governments

and citizens as they engage in the democratic process

•  Understand that different levels of government are responsible for decisions made that affect 

different aspects of our lives as Canadians 

•  Build awareness of the types of important decisions that are made in the national capital and the  

institutions that make them (Parliament, Supreme Court)

•  Recognize that they personally have a tangible connection to our nation’s capital and the future of

our country through active citizenship, 

even if they are not yet able to vote

Materials Needed
•  Handout 6: Youth in Action
•  Handout 7: Getting Involved
•  Newsprint and markers
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In this theme, students examine the role of our national capital as the centre of federal decision 

making that shapes who we are as a nation. Students explore the concrete ways that the decisions 

made in our nation’s capital affect their lives and understand how they personally can participate 

in the decisions made there, through active citizenship and democratic representation.
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THEME 4: MAKING DECISIONS
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Online Materials Available at 

Activity C: Detecting Decisions

Handout C: Making a Difference

Handout D: Having Your Say

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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1. Label each corner of the room with a sign titled “Agree,” “Strongly Agree,” “Disagree” or 

“Strongly Disagree.”

2. Have students stand in the centre of the room, and explain that you are going to read a statement 

(see step 4). Give them 20 seconds to think about the statement and then move to the corner of the room

that best represents their opinion on it. Encourage students to think independently and be prepared to

share their thoughts.

3. Once students have chosen their corners, tell them to form pairs and discuss their thoughts on the

statement and then share their ideas with the rest of the group. Ask one representative from each corner 

to share the group’s thoughts with the class.

4. After each group has shared its thoughts, any students who have been convinced otherwise may move to

another corner, explaining why they changed their minds. Record the response data for each statement as

you go along, using the following statements: 

•  Children and youth can influence how decisions are made in their families.

•  Children and youth can influence how decisions are made in their schools.

•  Children and youth can influence how decisions are made in their communities.

•  Children and youth can influence how decisions are made in Canada.

5. Debrief from the activity as a class with the following questions:

•  Which statement produced the greatest degree of agreement? Which one caused 

the most disagreement?  Why do you think that is? 

•  At what levels of life did the class feel that youth could have the most influence 

on decisions that are made? Why do you think that is?

•  How are decisions made in families, schools, communities, provinces/territories and the nation? 

(Create a chart on the board with students’ ideas and introduce concepts of municipal, provincial/territorial 
and federal levels of government.)

•  Have you heard about any young people who have 

influenced a decision made at the community,   

provincial/territorial or national level? 

If so, what did they do?

•  Do you think that you will have more or less   

influence on decisions made as an adult? 

Why or why not? 

Note to Teacher: Canadians and Their Government: A Resource Guide provides information 

and activities concerning the evolution of Canada’s government and the roles and responsibilities 

of federal, provincial, territorial and municipal levels of government (available for download at

www.canadianheritage.gc.ca/special/gouv-gov/cont_e.cfm).
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Website Addition 
An examination of everyday items to

reveal our connections to federal decision

making (Activity C: Detecting
Decisions) is available for download.

 theme i: a capital idea

Theme Activities



 theme i: a capital id
ea

 theme i: a capital idea

AAccttiivviittyy  22::  MMaakkiinngg  aa  DDiiffffeerreennccee

1. Distribute one of the stories (A, B, C or D) in Handout 6: Youth in Action to each group 

of three students. Have students read the story, using the following questions as a guide: 

•  What is the underlying issue in the story? 

•  Do you think it is a local, provincial or federal issue? Why?

•  What motivated the youth to take action? 

•  What different methods did the youth use to try to   

influence the decisions being made?

•  What levels of government and what institutions were 

involved in “hearing” the case and making decisions?

•  What institutions in the nation’s capital were involved?

•  How could the decisions made in the story affect your life     

or the lives of other young people in this country?

•  What is your opinion on the issue involved?

2. Have each group join with another group assigned the same story (A, B, C or D) to compare answers; then

have each letter group present their story to the rest of the class. Discuss the stories in general, using the

following questions:

•  How do some issues that begin as very local (e.g., a girl wanting to play on the local boy’s hockey team,
pesticide laws for a town) become national decisions?

•  What different methods were used in these stories to try to influence the decisions being made?

•  In what location are the decisions made that affect us as a country?

•  How are you connected to the capital through the decision-making processes that occur there? 

•  Who is your representative in Parliament? 

•  What have the Parliament Buildings come to symbolize for Canadians? (Discuss democracy, freedom, active  
participation, access and citizenship.)

•  Can you go into the Parliament Buildings and watch Parliament in action? Why is that important?

Extension Activities
• Bring in copies of the daily newspapers over several days. Have students search for stories involving 

political decision making and note what level of government was involved, what decision was made and

whom the decision affects. Create a bulletin board of the levels of government, placing the articles under the

appropriate headings.

• Ask students to analyze the decisions found in the newspaper articles to determine how they reflect the   

values and identity of Canadians.
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Website Addition 
These questions are available to 

download as a ready-to-use-handout 

(Handout C: Making a Difference).
 theme i: a capital idea
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Capital Story: The Supreme Court 
This institution began in Canada in 1875. Nine judges (one as the Chief Justice) form the

Supreme Court. They interpret and rule on matters of law that are extremely important to Canadians.

The province of Quebec follows a civil law, while the other provinces and territories follow a common

law; the Supreme Court includes both. It can hear cases in all areas of law and is the final court of

appeal in Canada. Three judges must be appointed from Quebec, and it is customary to have three from

Ontario, two from the West and one from Atlantic Canada. A decision does not have to have unanimous

consent to pass, but there must be a majority in favour of it. 

1. Why do you think there is an odd number of judges to hear a case? 

2. Do you think this makes it more difficult or easier for them to make decisions?

3. Why do you think they choose a certain number of judges from different regions?

4. Do you think that the judges should have to reach a consensus on their decisions?
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1. Place students in groups of three and provide a sheet of newsprint and markers for each group. Have them

brainstorm ideas to get youth more involved in federal decision making in the national capital. Discuss the

ideas as a class.

2. Distribute Handout 7: Getting Involved to students and give them time to read the youth involvement

initiatives outlined. Ask groups to rank the initiatives from the one they think would have the most

influence on decision making in Canada to the one they think would have the least influence. They will

need to defend and explain their rankings (from 1 to 4).

3. Have each group choose one of the initiatives presented (or one that the class came up with) and develop either

a petition or a private member’s bill to encourage the federal government to adopt the initiative in Canada.

4. Invite students to write a letter to their local Member of Parliament to present their idea and ask for support in

having it delivered or read to the House of Commons. 

Note to Teacher: A Member of Parliament is not obligated to
go forward with a petition or a private member’s bill, and the
process for having a private member’s bill read and debated is quite
complex. For guides in both areas, see the Parliament of Canada
URLs provided in the Helpful Websites section (page  6).

Extension Activity 
• Have students collect news stories on protests that occur

on Parliament Hill, in their own provincial/territorial capital or in their community. 

What is the issue? Do they think that the protesters can affect the decisions being made? (If you 
become aware of a protest that will occur on Parliament Hill, students can check out the live action from 
the Parliament Hill webcam at www.parliamenthill.gc.ca/text/hillcam_e.html.)

30
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Website Addition 
A set of criteria for developing a petition or 

private member’s bill, as well as a sample 

petition (Handout D: Having Your Say), 

is available for download.
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Have you ever wondered why there is so much empty land in front of the Parliament Buildings?

The expansive lawn is not there just to look good! The lawn of Parliament Hill has always served as a

national gathering place for Canadians. We have gathered there to witness events that have shaped our

history, like the first time Canada's new maple leaf flag was raised or when Queen Elizabeth II signed the

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and brought it into force. We have gathered there to protest

and tell the government how we felt about things like going to war, or even about getting a new flag!

Parliament Hill is a place where we gather to celebrate as well—not just on Canada Day but for special

events like welcoming in the new millennium.

Sadly, Canadians also gather at Parliament Hill to mourn the deaths of our leaders and war heroes,

such as Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, the Unknown Soldier and Ernest "Smokey" Smith—the last living

Canadian recipient of the Victoria Cross. The largest single crowd that has ever gathered on Parliament Hill

was at the memorial service to honour the victims of the September 11 attacks in 2001. Over 100,000

Canadians gathered on the lawn of Parliament Hill to share their grief and pay their respects as individuals

and as a nation. Where do people gather in your community?

Capital Story: Gathering on the Hill
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Youth in Action
A. Justine Blainey was an 11-year-old girl who loved to play hockey so much that she wanted to

play on the boys’ team in her community. She thought that the boys’ teams got more money than

the girls’ teams, which meant that they got more ice time and played more games. When Justine

was denied the right to play on the team, she thought they were discriminating against her because

she was a girl. She took her case to the Ontario Human Rights Commission, and eventually the case

went all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. It took five years, but in 1986 the Supreme Court

of Canada decided that part of the Ontario Human Rights Code had to be changed because it said

that it was OK to discriminate in sport because of gender. The Supreme Court ruled in Justine’s

favour and said that she should be allowed to play on any team based on her talent, not on her 

gender. Now there are girls playing on boys’ teams all across Canada!  

B. In 2001, Christine Jairamsing and Eryn Fitzgerald, two teenagers (aged 15 and 16)

from Edmonton, Alberta, believed that being denied the right to vote in the municipal elections

because of their age violated their democratic rights as citizens in Canada. They felt that if they

could drive a car, work and pay taxes, they should be able to vote. They thought that being denied

the right to vote because of their age was discrimination. So they launched a constitutional 

challenge in the Alberta courts to change the Municipal Election Act to allow 16- and 17-year-olds 

to vote in municipal elections. The Alberta Court of Appeal decided that the Charter of Rights and

Freedoms does not guarantee youth the right to vote. In January 2005, the Supreme Court of

Canada dismissed the girls’ application to appeal the decision made by the provincial court.

Although the voting age did not change, the girls’ actions raised a lot of awareness around youth

involvement in decision making and got people talking about the issue. 

C. Virginie Larivière, a 13-year-old from Quebec, started a national petition to end excessive

violence on TV. She was very concerned about TV violence because she thought that it had been 

a factor in the murder of her younger sister. She got over 1.5 million signatures on her petition in

one year! She sent the petition to her Member of Parliament, who read it in the House of

Commons. Although no specific legislation resulted from the petition, the Chairman of the

Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) said that Virginie’s 

crusade helped to raise awareness about the issue of TV violence. It also influenced the decision 

of the Department of Canadian Heritage to develop a media violence strategy.

D. At the age of 10, Jean-Dominic Lévesque-René began his fight to ban pesticides

because he believed that his own cancer was caused by exposure to these toxic chemicals. He

started by carrying out a monthly demonstration outside the Île Bizard city hall, where he

demanded that the city council ban the use of pesticides. The demonstrations attracted a lot of

media interest, and other children joined in the protests. The city council and the mayor agreed

to ban pesticides in Jean-Dominic’s town. After that, he took the campaign across Canada, 

lobbying various levels of government. He has written letters, met with politicians, collected

signatures on petitions and delivered speeches across the country. He has encouraged

Canadians to write letters to their Members of Parliament, the Minister of Health and the Prime

Minister. Since he began his campaign, about 60 Canadian cities have made laws that ban the

use of lawn pesticides. 
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Two Polls
In Costa Rica, voting is everybody’s business. To get youth involved in elections, young 

people can actually go to the polls with their parents. And they don’t just watch! There are

two ballot boxes at the polls—one for those who can legally vote (because they are 18 or

older) and one for youth. They only count the official votes in the actual election results, but

the youth vote is counted and announced in newspapers and on the radio and television. This

helps let politicians know what youth think is important. Politicians actually come to the

schools to talk to students and get their ideas while they are campaigning in an election.

After all, the youth vote will count one day soon!

Reducing the Voting Age
In Brazil, many youth felt it was unfair that they were not able to participate in elections

and have a say in the future of their country. Youth groups across the country got together

and lobbied their government to reduce the voting age from 18 to 16. They eventually won!

The government changed the constitution to make voluntary voting legal for 16- and 17-

year-olds (voting is mandatory from age 18 on). Although some countries don’t allow their

citizens to vote until age 21 (like Singapore and Lebanon), some countries (like Cuba and

Nicaragua) let youth vote at 15 years of age. Several groups in Canada are trying to get the

voting age lowered to 16 for federal elections as well as for provincial and municipal 

elections. They think that youth have important opinions and ideas to share and that their

decisions should be counted.

Youth Advisory Council
Free the Children is a non-profit organization for youth. Its members are trying to get the

Canadian government to create the National Youth Advisory Council. This council would

make recommendations on any government decisions that would affect youth. It would be

made up of youth representatives from across the country and would have a special youth

advocate chosen by young people themselves. The council would make sure that youth 

voices were heard when the federal government passed laws or made decisions that would

affect children or youth in some way. 

Encouraging Eligible Youth to Vote 
A lot of people in Canada are concerned because even when youth are able to vote (at age 18),

many don’t bother. The voting rate among 18- to 24-year-olds is very low (under 30%). In

Haiti, the government (in partnership with the Canadian Embassy and Tamise, a Haitian

cultural association) organized a song contest to inspire young people to vote in the national

election. The quality of the entries was so high that 15 finalists were chosen instead of 10,

and all the songs were compiled on a CD that was played by local radio stations. Local radio

station owners felt this was a creative way to get young people involved in the election and

that youth could play a critical role in the democratic process.

GETTING INVOLVED

HANDOUT 7  I I
GETTING INVOLVED
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In this theme, students explore how Canada’s capital is a place where Canadians from all regions of

the country gather to remember the past, share stories about this land and its people, and celebrate

their heritage, common values and accomplishments. 

Overview
In Activity 1, students guess the identity of a famous Canadian (and winner of the Order of Canada)

through personal artefacts in a “found suitcase.”

In Activity 2, students explore various people commemorated in the national capital through an

interactive game and analyze the Insert Map and Capital Cards for more evidence on who and what

are commemorated, celebrated or remembered in our capital.

In Activity 3, students analyze the criteria for selecting commemorations in the capital, determine

any elements in our Canadian identity or history that are currently underrepresented and propose a

capital commemoration to address the issue. 

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Understand that the real-life stories of people from across the country are represented and 

celebrated in our national capital

•  Describe how the stories of Canada’s peoples contribute to our sense of identity

•  Identify significant people and events in Canada from Confederation to the present 

•  Demonstrate appreciation of the contributions of various cultures and regions to Canada and recognize 

multiculturalism and regional perspectives as part of the Canadian identity 

Materials Needed
•  Insert Map of Canada’s Capital Region
•  Capital Cards (from Handouts 1 and 2)

•  Handout 8: Who Am I? (cut in pieces)

•  Handout 9: Commemorating Canada
•  Scissors, markers, newsprint and art supplies

 theme i: a capital idea

THEME 5: CELEBRATING OUR STORIES

 theme i: a capital idea

Online Materials Available at 

Activity D: Celebrating Canadians

Handout E: Remember, Share and Celebrate

Handout F: The Quilt of Belonging

Assessment 3: Planning Commemorations

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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AAccttiivviittyy  11::  TThhee  FFoouunndd  SSuuiittccaassee

1. Explain that you recently read a classified ad about an old suitcase found in a ditch by the highway near

Thunder Bay, Ontario. There was a sticker on it from 1980, and the finders think it belonged to a famous

Canadian. Ask students if they can guess who the original owner was from what is in the suitcase. Read the

following story very slowly, giving students adequate time to make guesses as you progress. You probably

will not need to get to the last clue.

The suitcase looks well travelled. Inside there are many pairs of shorts, T-shirts and sweat pants. There are also
souvenirs from several provinces in Canada—Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, PEI, Quebec and Ontario. Under all
the clothing, there is a map highlighting a specific route from St. John’s, Newfoundland, to Thunder Bay,
Ontario. The map shows how many kilometres have been travelled along the way. There is also a tally sheet of
money raised to date. There is a birthday card celebrating a 22nd birthday with the initials “T. F.” on the 
envelope. There is one left running shoe.

2. As a class, have students share what they know about

Terry Fox and discuss the following questions: 

•  Why did Terry Fox become so famous? What did he 

represent to Canadians?

•  Do you think Terry Fox was an ordinary Canadian? 

Why or why not?

•  In what ways is Terry commemorated across Canada? 

(Make sure to get at monuments, events, stamps, coins 
and naming of streets, highways and even mountains!)

•  Is Terry Fox commemorated in your community? 

If so, how? Does your school or community   

participate in the annual Terry Fox run?

•  Where is Terry Fox commemorated in Ottawa? (across the street from Parliament Hill) What direction is he  

facing? (west) Can you guess why he is facing west? (It was the direction he was going when he had to end his run.)

Extension Activity 
• The Terry Fox sculpture in Ottawa was created by John Hooper, a

famous artist from New Brunswick. He also created one of the

most popular sculptures in Ottawa, Balancing, which is located

beside the National Arts Centre and depicts a cross-section of

people from the capital balancing on a suspended beam (see photo

on page 1). Encourage students to explore the public art located

throughout the capital. The Street smART brochure makes a great

starting point for research on a range of art installations and the

artists behind them (available for download at

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gathering place/StreetsmART.pdf).
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Website Addition 
Terry Fox was the youngest person ever awarded

the Order of Canada (at age 22). An activity about

the Order of Canada (Activity D: Celebrating
Canadians) is available for download.

 theme i: a capital idea

Terry Fox by John Hooper

Theme Activities
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1. Explain that many other people are commemorated by statues or monuments in the national capital. Ask

students to guess what kind of people might be honoured in this way. 

2. Randomly give students either a person’s name or a description from the Who Am I? list (Handout 8).

Explain that they need to find their correct partner, by matching a name to its correct description. 

3. After students have successfully matched up, ask pairs to read their descriptive clue to the rest of the class

so others can try guessing their mystery person.

4. Have students look at the Insert Map of the capital and the Capital Cards from Theme 1. Ask them to

identify other Canadian stories (about people or events) that are commemorated in the capital in some

way. Encourage students to thoroughly explore street names, parks, etc. and to think about celebrations

and events that commemorate Canadian identity and achievements.

Possible Discussion Questions
•  What types of people and what types of events are commemorated? 

•  What events or celebrations can you identify in the Capital Cards (e.g., Remembrance Day, Canada Day, 
Winterlude)? What do they commemorate?

•  Do you know of any other celebrations that happen in the capital? (Ask students if they know why tulips 
are so important in the capital. Read CCaappiittaall  SSttoorryy::  TThhee  TTuulliipp  LLeeggaaccyy on page 43.)

•  Do you think it is important to celebrate Canadian accomplishments and events? Why or why not?

•  Do you think that the heroes and important events from your province/territory or region are 

commemorated in the capital? If not, what people or events would you like to see represented? 

• What other places in the capital might contain stories   

about Canadian achievements, history, identity or   

events (e.g., capital museums and galleries).

5. Ask pairs of students to choose either a person

currently commemorated in the capital or someone

they would like to see commemorated there. 

Then ask each pair to create:

•  A point-form timeline of significant events in that person’s life

•  A “found suitcase” belonging to the person, containing a collection of replica “artefacts” 

•  A persuasive argument for why the Canadian story represented by their suitcase contents is inspiring or  

important to Canadians 

Have pairs present the contents of their found suitcase to the rest of the class.

Extension Activity 
• After the class presentations, have students create a museum exhibit with the found suitcases, and invite

the rest of the school to visit the exhibit. Make sure that each suitcase is well-labelled and that the

argument summary is displayed.
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Website Addition 
A handout version of these questions 

(Handout E: Remember, Share and
Celebrate) is available for download.

 theme i: a capital idea
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1. Ask students who they think decides about the people and events commemorated in Canada’s capital

and how those decisions are made. (The National Capital Commission makes the decision about who or what
is commemorated on federal lands within the capital region. A specific set of requirements must be met.
Download the criteria at www.canadascapital.gc.ca/commemorationcriteria.) 

2. Have students analyze the criteria and decide whether they agree or disagree with the requirements,

explaining their reasoning. What changes, if any, would they make?

3. Ask students the following questions:

•  How many different languages are spoken in Canada? (over 125)

•  How many distinct cultures are represented in Canada? (at least 263)

•  Are there monuments in the capital that commemorate and reflect our multicultural nature? 

(Although there are pieces indicating our British, French or Aboriginal heritage, such as a statue of Queen 
Victoria, one of Samuel de Champlain and the National Aboriginal Veterans Memorial, many Canadian stories 
have yet to be told through physical commemorations.) 

•  Do you think that the lack of multicultural commemorations is a problem? Why or why not?

•  Is there anything in the commemoration criteria that may affect how quickly commemorations can 

reflect the contributions of people or events as our country grows and changes (e.g., the length of time 
required after someone dies, raising funding for the project)?

Explain that the National Capital Commission is continually in the process of planning for the future 

of the capital region. Commemoration proposals celebrating our multicultural identity or helping to 

tell stories that represent Canadians from across the country are viewed as a priority.

4. Tell students that their mission is to plan and design

a new commemoration that reflects an aspect of

Canada or Canadians that they feel is

underrepresented in the capital. Students may want

to honour our multicultural heritage and population,

celebrate a national event or increase representation

of their province/territory or region by

commemorating local heroes and events. Have them

use Handout 9: Commemorating Canada to guide

the assignment. 

Extension Activity 
• Invitation: The Quilt of Belonging is a gigantic art

installation that was launched at the Canadian

Museum of Civilization. It contains a quilt block

representing every culture in Canada. Ask students

to research the quilt (at www.invitationproject.ca)

and find the Gallery page. Encourage students to 

look up the quilt blocks representing their own

cultural heritage.
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Website Addition 
An assessment rubric for this activity

(Assessment 3: Planning Commemorations)

is available for download.
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Website Addition 
A student handout with a story on the 

Quilt of Belonging and related questions 

(Handout F: The Quilt of Belonging) 

is available for download.

 theme i: a capital idea
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier
I was the first francophone Prime Minister of Canada, and I hold the record for the longest

continuous term as Prime Minister (1896 to 1911). My face appears on the five-dollar bill.

Maurice Richard
I was the first NHL hockey player to score 50 goals in a single season. I spent 18 years with the

Montreal Canadiens. I am better known as “The Rocket.”

Sir John A.
MacDonald

I was the first Prime Minister of Canada, and I am also known as the Father of Confederation. 

I am famous for making sure that the Canadian Pacific Railway ran from sea to sea. My face is

on the ten-dollar bill.

William Lyon 
Mackenzie King

I was the 10th Prime Minister of Canada. I initiated many social programs for Canadians, and

my face is on the fifty-dollar bill. I am famous for talking to my dead mother through 

a crystal ball—really!

Queen Victoria
I was the reigning monarch who not only chose Ottawa as Canada’s capital, but also declared

Canada as a dominion in 1867.

Lester B. Pearson
I won a Nobel Peace Prize for the work I did to help create UN peacekeeping forces. The

Department of Foreign Affairs is located in a building named after me. Before I was Prime

Minister of Canada, I was a semi-professional basketball player!

Colonel John By
I came here from Britain in 1826 to build a canal linking the Ottawa River to Lake Ontario. I was

called back to Britain to face an enquiry about the construction of the canal because it was so

expensive. I also founded the lumber town known as Bytown, which later became Ottawa.

Samuel de Champlain
I was the 17th century explorer who founded the city of Quebec and explored the Ottawa River. I

used an astrolabe to successfully navigate my way across the ocean, but the sculptor who made

my statue placed the replica upside down! 

The Unknown Soldier
I died in the First World War and was originally buried in France, in a grave with no name. I

was one of many Canadian soldiers who could not be identified. In 2000, I was flown home to

Canada and placed in a stone sarcophagus at the base of the National War Memorial.

Inuksuk 
I look like and even act like a person, but I am really an Inuit stone marker designed to guide

travellers, warn of danger, assist hunters and point to places of reverence. My name means

“acting in the capacity of a person.” 

John Diefenbaker
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I was the 13th Prime Minister of Canada, and I helped ensure that the Canadian Bill of Rights 

was adopted in Canada (1960). There is a museum near Ottawa named after me (sort of ). 

The Diefenbunker is a huge four-storey underground bunker secretly built (when I was in power)

to house top government and military officials in case of a nuclear attack.
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Capital commemorations must celebrate people, events, ideas or accomplishments that 
have meaning and value for Canada and are of national significance. Ideas, principles and
concepts will be commemorated only if they are seen as very important and if they would
have a positive influence on the life of Canadians. 

1. What is the background or history of the subject, principle or idea to be commemorated? 

2. Why is it important to commemorate this subject in the national capital?

3. How will this commemoration contribute to the way we see ourselves as Canadians?

4. How will you represent the subject through a monument or piece of art? 

(First, write a brief description of what your commemoration will show.) 

5. What kinds of material will be used to make your commemoration? 

(Prepare a detailed drawing of the proposed commemoration from all angles or 

create a three-dimensional model.)

6. Where would you locate your commemoration in the national capital, and why?

7. Would people gather at your commemoration for ceremonies, memorial events or other reasons?

Explain.

8. How would you describe your commemoration in tourist guidebooks for Canada’s Capital Region?

(Write a description.)

Reflection, Monument to Canadian Aid Workersby John Greer
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In your proposal, you
need to answer the
following questions:

HANDOUT 9  I I
COMMEMORATING CANADA  

COMMEMORATING CANADA
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In this theme, students gain awareness of their personal connections to the rest of the world and 

examine the international role of the capital as the place where Canada connects with the world. 

After exploring the stories of Canadian innovation, humanitarianism and culture that are held within

our nation’s capital, students will reflect on their own potential to contribute as global citizens. 

Overview
In Activity 1, students explore the concrete connections to the rest of the world that are contained

within their classroom. 

In Activity 2, students analyze the international connections found in our nation’s capital and 

discover Canadian contributions around the world.

In Activity 3, students envision their own potential contributions to the world and describe their

accomplishments in a press release about an event recognizing their achievements.

Objectives/Expectations
Students will:
•  Understand the concrete daily connections they have with locations around the world

•  Recognize Canada’s economic, political, social and physical links with other regions of the world 

•  Explore the contributions Canadians have made to the world in various areas 

(science and technology, culture, humanitarianism, etc.)

•  Describe some influences of other countries on contemporary Canadian society and 

the lifestyles of Canadians 

•  Describe Canada’s participation in international efforts to  

address current global issues (e.g., peacekeeping, 

environmental initiatives, disaster relief, human rights violations)

•  Envision their own potential to contribute to Canada and the world

Materials Needed
•  Capital Cards (from Handouts 1 and 2)

•  Handout 10: Canada and the World

 theme i: a capital idea

THEME 6: CONNECTING WITH THE WORLD

 theme i: a capital idea

Online Materials Available at 

Handout G: Canada Contributes

Assessment 4: My Contribution

www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace
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1. Instruct pairs of students to make a two-column chart for recording data, with “Item” and “Country” as

the column headings (see Figure 2). 

2. Ask students to examine the everyday items found in the classroom and to search for any marks of origin

(e.g., on clothes, shoes, desk supplies, knapsacks, lunch items, audiovisual equipment, books). For each item, ask

students to record the specific type of item and the country in which it was made/grown. 

3. Bring the class back together in front of a world map placed over a cork bulletin board. Ask for a

volunteer to record a list of countries on the board and two volunteers to mark the countries on the map

with push pins. Have students report findings to the class while volunteers build a list of countries

mentioned and locate them on the map. If a country is reported more than once, add a check mark for

each additional response. (Encourage all students to help the volunteers locate the countries, if needed.)

4. Elicit comments on both the list and the activity. As a class, debrief with the following questions:

•  Had you heard of all of the countries mentioned? How difficult was it to find the locations on the map? 

•  Are you surprised that so many everyday items in our classroom come to us from other countries?

•  What other connections do you think our class has with other countries (e.g. travel, family, other  
languages, immigration, music, food, sports, culture)?

•  How many tourists from other countries do you think come to Canada’s capital every year? (over 1 
million international visitors) 

•  How many people come to Canada to live every year? (around 200,000 immigrants and 25,000 refugees, 
although the numbers change every year)

•  Do you think we are influenced by these connections to other countries? How?

•  Do you think that we also influence other countries? How?

Extension Activities
• Ask students to look through all sections of a daily newspaper for a week to find stories that link Canada to other 

countries. Have them cut out their stories and attach them to the world map. Note any connections to the capital. 

• Have students research one of the embassies/high commissions present in Canada’s capital. Ask them to 

answer the following questions:

•  What is the difference between an embassy and a high commission?

•  Why is it important for Canada to host representatives from these countries?

•  How does hosting these representatives affect Canada? (Canadian leaders and decision makers hear views and 
opinions of others, their decision making is influenced,  they learn about opportunities for trade and other partnerships, etc.)

•  How does living and working in Canada affect these representatives? (It exposes them to the values, beliefs  
and decisions of Canadian people and leaders; allows them to exchange views on global issues and learn about 
opportunities for trade and other partnerships; etc.) 
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AAccttiivviittyy  22::  CCoonnnneeccttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrlldd

1. Have students return to the Capital Cards from Theme 1. Using the photos and clues, ask students to

reflect on the connections that are created between the national capital and the rest of the world, filling

out a chart like the one in Figure 3. (Possible connections include international exhibits at capital museums,
tourists visiting Parliament Hill, international missions from the Department of Foreign Affairs, the Unknown
Soldier dying in France and travelling home to Canada, Rideau Hall hosting foreign dignitaries, the Peacekeeping
Monument representing our missions around the world.)

2. Provide each group of three students with a cut-up set of cards from Handout 10: Canada and the World.

Explain that the cards all outline a contribution that Canada or a Canadian has made to rest of the world. 

Give students a chance to read through the cards and then sort them into categories of their own choosing.

3. As a class, discuss the categories created and ask the following questions:

•  Why do you think that all (except for one!) of these organizations, people and institutions 

are located in (or have offices in) the capital?

•  Can you guess what Sarah McLachlan’s connection is to the capital? (Hint: It has to do with Rideau Hall—  
Sarah was awarded the Order of Canada.)

•  Were you surprised at any of the contributions?

•  How do these contributions fit with our Canadian identity and shared values?

•  In what other ways do you think that Canadians contribute to the world?

•  Canadian inventors have patented more than 1 million inventions, but most people can only 

name one or two. Why do you think that is?

Capital Location International Connections

Figure 3
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Many of the trees lining the driveway to Rideau Hall were planted by Heads of

State who stayed at the Governor General’s residence during official visits to the 

capital. This uniquely Canadian way of celebrating the visiting dignitaries is a living

reminder of the friendship between nations. Almost 100 dignitaries have participated in

this tradition over the years. Some of the dignitaries include Kofi Annan, Secretary-

General of the United Nations; Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa; and

John F. Kennedy, former President of the USA. The types of trees planted are chosen

specifically to withstand the Canadian winter, such as the red oak and the sugar maple. 

Capital Story: Ceremonial Tree Planting
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1. Have each student choose one of the people or organizations that inspires or interests them the most

from the Canada and the World cards (Handout 10) or from one of the displays created for the

Canada and the World Pavilion (Activity 2, step 4). Ask students to write a brief reflection piece on why

that particular story captured their imagination.

2. Ask students to reflect individually on their own

interests, talents and skills. Encourage them to

imagine themselves in the future. 

•  How do they think they could contribute to   

Canada and the world in their lifetime? 

•  What would they be doing? 

•  Where might they be working? 

Have students write a paragraph summary 

of what they can envision themselves doing.

Extension Activities
• Ask students to follow up on current initiatives of 

organizations presented in the Canada and the
World handout (e.g., DART, Canada Corps, CIDA).

• Invite students to research other amazing discoveries 

made by researchers at the NRC. Have them check out 

the “Nouse,” which uses the motion of your nose and 

EyeBlink Detection instead of mouse-clicking to 

receive commands on your computer.

• Ask students to read and respond to the following quote:

We only need to look at what we are really doing in the world and at home and we’ll know 
what it is to be Canadian.
—Adrienne Clarkson, former Governor General of Canada

Reflection, Monument to Canadian Aid Workers, by John Greer
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4. Have students research other Canadian discoveries, achievements, agencies or humanitarian

organizations that contribute to the world in some way. Ask students to develop an exhibit to

showcase the contributions, creating a “Canada and the World Pavilion” in your classroom to 

highlight Canadian achievements. Invite other classes to visit.
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Website Addition 
A full list of websites relating to the stories in 

the Canada and the World cards (Handout G:
Canada Contributes) is available for download.
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3. Ask students to think ahead in time, imagining that they have made their contribution and now are

being recognized in the national capital for their work. Have students write a press release to describe

how they are being commemorated (e.g., the opening of an exhibit, the unveiling of a monument, receiving
the Order of Canada) and why.
Remind students to: 

•  Describe what they accomplished and how it 

helped Canada or the world

•  Describe the contents of the exhibit or the 

nature of the monument or commemoration 

•  Include where the exhibit, presentation or 

commemoration is located in the national capital

Extension Activity 
• Invite students to create a video advertisement to 

entice international visitors to Canada’s Capital 

Region. Students can use information and learning from previous lessons to create their video. Have 

them work in “Advertising Teams” to accomplish the following:

•  Create a “storyboard” of the video to outline each scene, dialogue and characters

•  Provide a written rationale for elements included in the video, connecting the rationale and elements 

to the following themes: Canadian identity, making decisions, remembering and celebrating, sharing 

our stories and connecting with the world

•  Film the video

•  Present the video to the class

 theme i: a capital idea
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Website Addition 
An assessment rubric for this activity

(Assessment 4: My Contribution) 

is available for download.
 theme i: a capital idea
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Have you ever wondered why tulips are often associated with Canada’s capital? Every May, the capital

holds  the largest tulip festival in the world. The tulips create an exotic mosaic of colour along the 15-km

Tulip Route through Ottawa and Gatineau. But why was the Canadian Tulip Festival started in the first place? 

When the Netherlands was invaded in 1940, the Dutch Royal Family feared they would be 

captured. Queen Wilhelmina decided to send Crown Princess Juliana and her two small daughters to

safety in Canada. While the Princess was here, she gave birth to a baby girl. To make sure the baby had

Dutch citizenship, the Canadian government temporarily made a room at the Ottawa Civic Hospital part

of the Netherlands. They actually flew the Dutch flag from the Peace Tower when she was born! This was

the only royal baby ever born in North America, and her birth created a special bond between the people

of Canada and those of the Netherlands. 

Canada’s troops also played a major role in liberating the Netherlands. After World War II ended,

the people of the Netherlands and Princess Juliana sent the Canadian people many magnificent gifts,

including 100,000 tulip bulbs! In 1946, Princess Juliana gave 20,000 additional bulbs to thank Canada for

giving her refuge. Today, over 3 million tulips bloom every spring in Canada’s Capital Region, and the

celebration of this has become the annual Canadian Tulip Festival.

Capital Story: The Tulip Legacy
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Researchers at the National
Research Council (NRC) of
Canada have developed amazing
technology for digital special
effects in many of Hollywood's
biggest blockbuster movies! In
The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers, they made digital
models of the enormous four-
tusked oliphants and the spider
Shelob. They have also worked
on the special effects for The
Matrix: Reloaded, Catwoman
and other movies!

When the devastating tsunami 
hit Sri Lanka, Canada was quick
to deploy the Disaster Assistance
Response Team (DART), part of
the Canadian Forces, to help.
DART is specially designed to
respond immediately to crises
like natural disasters and
humanitarian emergencies.
Members can provide safe
drinking water and medical aid
and help to stabilize an area
until long-term relief is in place.
Their work saves lives in
emergencies all over the world.

Alice Cohen is a Youth Intern
with the Canadian
International Development
Agency (CIDA). Alice helped
pave a road in a small coastal
village in Vietnam so that it
could be used as an escape route
from the sudden, devastating
floods in the area. The Vietnam
coast is in danger from rising sea
levels and violent weather
because of global warming. Alice
is working with other
international agencies to help
find solutions.

The Otesha Project started when
two 21-year-old Canadian women
met in Kenya. They were
overwhelmed by the inequality
they saw between life in Kenya
and life in North America. They
returned determined to help
people understand world issues
and how daily actions like buying
less stuff and turning off the taps
can make a big difference. They
took their message across Canada
on bikes to raise awareness and
improve the lives of others
worldwide.

Scientists at the Canadian
Space Agency developed a
powerful robotic arm that has
been used on more than 50
missions that include over 7,000
orbits around the earth! The
Canadarm has been essential in
building the new international
space station, and it has been
used to solve all kinds of other
problems as well—like knocking
ice off the fuselage of the Orbiter
and fixing the Hubble Space
Telescope. 

The National Film Board (NFB)
has been internationally
recognized with more than 4,500
awards (including 11 Academy
Awards). The NFB is especially
famous for animation. A weekly
show on The Cartoon Network
called “O Canada” shows NFB
shorts. The NFB was even
recognized in an episode of “The
Simpsons”—the family is
watching a Zorro movie that is
credited to the NFB!

At the Canada Science and
Technology Museum, you can
see two Canadian inventions that
changed the lives of disabled
people around the world. George
Klein invented a joystick-
controlled, battery-powered
wheelchair. Think of the
freedom! Roland Galarneau
invented a printer that could
produce Braille writing for books
and personal communication.
Can you imagine how important
that would be for visually
impaired people? 

On Feb. 7, 2006, 106 Canadians
observed the first round of
Haiti’s elections as part of
Canada Corps. After a training
session in Ottawa and another in
Haiti, the observers were
assigned throughout Haiti.
Canada Corps volunteers work
with other international
observers to help developing and
fragile states to observe, note
and report on their voting
processes all over the world (e.g.,
The West Bank and Gaza,
Lebanon and the Ukraine).

Sarah McLachlan, a world
famous Canadian singer (and
Order of Canada winner!), did
something different with her
World on Fire video. She added up
how much it would cost to
produce the video ($150,000) and
used that money to help people in
need around the world. The
$5,000 it would have cost for one
day of make-up and hair went
instead to provide schooling to
145 girls in Afghanistan for a year.
The video she made cost only $15,
and it tells the story of where all
the money actually went.

g
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HANDOUT 10  I I
CANADA AND THE W

ORLD



Evaluation Form — The Gathering Place 
Please answer the following questions and fax the completed form to 416-466-3104.

1. Please rate the need for resources related to the topics and objectives outlined.

great need moderate need           some need little need 

2. Would you recommend these materials to others? 

yes no Why or why not? 

3. Do you think that participating in these activities improved your students’ understanding of Canada’s capital?

yes no If yes, how? 

4. Do you feel that the activities had an impact on your students’ understanding and sense of Canadian identity?

yes no If yes, how? 

5. For the lessons included, please rate the following:

Concepts presented excellent very good good average poor

Instructional strategies excellent very good good average poor

Fit to the curriculum excellent very good good average poor

Ease of use excellent very good good average poor

Instructions given excellent very good good average poor

Educational value excellent very good good average poor

Grade appropriateness excellent very good good average poor

Engagement of students excellent very good good average poor

Please comment on any of the above. 

6. In your opinion, how could the resource be improved? 

First Name: Last Name: 

Grade and Subject Taught: 

School: School District/Board:

School Address: 

Telephone: Fax: 

Email Address: 



The Gathering Place was initiated by 

the National Capital Commission.

For more information and support material, 

visit www.canadascapital.gc.ca/gatheringplace.
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NCC’S CALL TO CANADIAN YOUTH:  
“RAISE YOUR VOICES!” 
of Grades 5 to 8! Your students’ art couCalling all teachers ld be flying high in 

Canada’s Capital Region! 
 

Canada’s Capital Region ─ The National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership 
with Classroom Connections, is kicking off the second year of an amazing cross-Canada 
classroom banner contest and public art project. 
 
Students in Grades 5 through 8 (Elementary 5 through Secondary 2 in Quebec) are being 
asked to create and submit a one-of-a-kind banner design to the “Raise Your Voices!” 
National Student Banner Contest 2011. Designs should represent an issue or topic of 
importance to Canadian youth. The deadline for entries is February 18, 2011. The seven 
winning banners will be professionally produced by the NCC and flown in Major’s Hill 
Park from May to October 2011.   
 
“The NCC is asking young Canadians to express their views in their own inspiring way,” 
said Marie Lemay, Chief Executive Officer of the NCC. “Through this contest, our youth 
can share the events, people and symbols that they identify with, and we’re looking 
forward to reflecting their ideas and values in Canada’s Capital Region for all residents 
and visitors to enjoy.” 
 
In the pilot year of the contest, seven winning banners were chosen from over 800 
submissions from coast to coast to coast. Those winning designs from students across 
Canada continue to fly high in the Capital until the end of October. 
 
For details about how students can participate in this exciting challenge, visit 
canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest.  
  
For more information about the NCC’s youth programs, classroom resources or other 
NCC programs, the public can contact the NCC at 613-239-5000, 1-800-465-1867 (toll-
free), 613-239-5090 (TTY) or 1-866-661-3530 (toll-free TTY), or visit the NCC’s 
website at www.canadascapital.gc.ca.  
 
Classroom Connections is a non-profit organization dedicated to initiating positive 
societal change by producing progressive educational resources for Canada’s youth. To 
learn more about its programs and services, visit www.classroomconnections.ca. 
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LA CCN LANCE UN APPEL AUX JEUNES :  
« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! » 
ts des classes de la 5e à la 8e année

au Québec)! Vos élèves pourraient afficher leurs couleurs dans la région de la capitale 
du Canada! 

Région de la capitale du Canada ─ Pour une deuxième année d’affilée, la Commission 
de la capitale nationale (CCN) lance, en partenariat avec le Chaînon scolaire, son 
formidable concours et projet d’art public d’un bout à l’autre du Canada. 
 
L
la 8e année dans le reste du Canada sont invités à créer et soumettre un concept original 
de bannière au Concours national de bannières pour les élèves « Hissez vos voix! ». 
L’œuvre devrait représenter un sujet qui est important pour les jeunes Canadiens. La dat
limite pour soumettre les projets est le 18 février 2011. La CCN confiera la production 
des sept bannières gagnantes à des professionnels et les feront flotter au parc Major’s Hi
de mai à octobre 2011. 
 
«
Lemay, première dirigeante de la CCN. Grâce à ce concours, nos jeunes peuvent partager
les évènements, les gens et les symboles auxquels ils s’identifient. Nous avons hâte 
d’exposer leurs idées et leurs valeurs dans la capitale du Canada, pour le plus grand 
plaisir des résidants et des visiteurs. » 
 
À
800 soumissions reçues d'un océan à l'autre. Les concepts gagnants venant d’un bout à 
l’autre du Canada continuent de voler haut dans la capitale jusqu'à la fin d’octobre. 
 
P
capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres. 
 
Pour plus de renseignements sur les programmes jeunesse, les ressources pour la salle de 
classe ou tout autre programme de la CCN, les gens du public peuvent communiquer 
avec la CCN au 613-239-5000, au 1-800-465-1867 (sans frais), au 613-239-5090 (AT
ou au 1 800 661-3530 (ATS sans frais), ou visiter le site Web de la CCN au 
www.capitaleducanada.gc.ca.  
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WINNERS CHOSEN IN THE NCC’S  
COAST-TO-COAST CLASSROOM CONTEST  

Seven youth banners to grace the Capital  
 

Canada’s Capital Region  The National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership 
with Classroom Connections, is pleased to announce the winners of this year’s cross-
Canada student banner contest — with young winners to have their artwork exhibited in 
the heart of the Capital. The announcement coincides with the celebration of National 
Youth Week, from May 1 to 7, 2011. 
 
Students in Grades 5 through 8 (Elementary 5 through Secondary 2 in Quebec) were 
asked to create and submit a one-of-a-kind banner design to the “Raise Your Voices!” 
National Student Banner Contest. They responded overwhelmingly with close to 1300 
submissions received from coast to coast to coast. The inspired designs represent issues 
and topics of importance to Canadian youth. 
 
“On behalf of the NCC, I would like to congratulate the contest winners and warmly 
thank the many students and teachers who took up this challenge,” said Jean-François 
Trépanier, Executive Vice-President of Operations, NCC. “This contest is a fantastic way 
to better represent youth ideas and aspirations in the Capital, and to strengthen the 
connections that young Canadians have for their nation’s capital.”  
 
The seven winning banners will be professionally produced by the NCC and flown in 
Major’s Hill Park where they will be seen by thousands of residents and visitors from the 
end of May to October 2011. In addition, the NCC will send a set of banners to student 
winners and their school, listed as follows, in alphabetical order by school name.  
 
Cummer Valley Middle School, North York, Ontario 
Grade 7 students Sabrina Cancelliere and Ineka Panigrahi 
Banner entitled Free & Proud 
 
Kyle Composite School, Kyle, Saskatchewan 
Grade7/8 students Kristen Grimard, Kira Kennedy and Katie Moerike 
Banner entitled The Fist of Bullies 
 
Montreal Oral School for the Deaf, Westmount, Québec 
Grade 5 students Faith Gould and Stephanie Gregoire Vaillancourt 
Banner entitled Reach for Peace 
 
Rickson Ridge Public School, Guelph, Ontario 
Grade 8 students Jordan Buchan and Lynn Jiang 
Banner entitled Canada's Cultural Roots 

 1
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St. Michael Community School, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Grade 7/8 students Kayla-Dawn Hall, Brandi Keenatch and Keely Prosper 
Banner entitled Friendship 
 
Salisbury Middle School, Salisbury, New Brunswick 
Grade 8 students Kayla Anderson and Emily Kyle 
Banner entitled Covered Up 
 
Stirling Senior Public School, Stirling, Ontario 
Grade 6/7 students Diana Boisvert and Bronwen Parr 
Banner entitled Life As We Know It 
 
Visit canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest to view the winning designs and detailed 
banner descriptions. Check back in late May to see the online gallery of all the eligible 
contest entries.  
  
About Classroom Connections 
Classroom Connections is a non-profit organization dedicated to initiating positive 
societal change by producing progressive educational resources for Canada’s youth. To 
learn more about its programs and services, visit www.classroomconnections.ca.  
 
About the National Capital Commission 
The NCC is a federal Crown corporation whose mandate is to create pride and unity 
through Canada’s Capital Region by making the Capital a meeting place that 
communicates Canada to Canadians. Toward this goal, the NCC organizes large-scale 
events such as Winterlude and Canada Day celebrations. It also takes great pride in 
developing and planning a capital for future generations. 
 
For more information about the NCC’s youth programs, classroom resources or other 
NCC programs, the public can contact the NCC at 613-239-5000, 1-800-465-1867 (toll-
free), 613-239-5090 (TTY) or 1-866-661-3530 (toll-free TTY), or visit the NCC’s 
website at www.canadascapital.gc.ca.  
 
 
Media Information: 
 
Denise LeBlanc    Charles Cardinal 
NCC Media Relations    NCC Media Relations 
613-239-5750 (office)    613-239-5227 (office) 
613-851-9465 (cellular)   613-851-6924 (cellular) 
denise.leblanc@ncc-ccn.ca   charles.cardinal@ncc-ccn.ca 
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LA CCN ANNONCE LES GAGNANTS DU CONCOURS 
NATIONAL DE BANNIÈRES POUR LES ÉLÈVES 

LA CCN ANNONCE LES GAGNANTS DU CONCOURS 
NATIONAL DE BANNIÈRES POUR LES ÉLÈVES 

Sept bannières des jeunes embelliront la capitale Sept bannières des jeunes embelliront la capitale 
  
Région de la capitale du Canada ⎯ La Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN), en 
partenariat avec le Chaînon scolaire, est heureuse d’annoncer les gagnants du Concours 
pancanadien de bannières pour les élèves. Les bannières gagnantes seront exposées au 
cœur de la capitale. Cette annonce coïncide avec la célébration de la Semaine nationale 
de la jeunesse, du 1 au 7 mai 2011. 

Région de la capitale du Canada ⎯ La Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN), en 
partenariat avec le Chaînon scolaire, est heureuse d’annoncer les gagnants du Concours 
pancanadien de bannières pour les élèves. Les bannières gagnantes seront exposées au 
cœur de la capitale. Cette annonce coïncide avec la célébration de la Semaine nationale 
de la jeunesse, du 1 au 7 mai 2011. 
  
Les élèves de la 5e à la 8e année (de la 5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire au 
Québec) ont été demandés de créer et de soumettre un dessin d’une bannière unique au 
Concours national de bannières pour les élèves « Hissez vos voix! »

Les élèves de la 5e à la 8e année (de la 5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire au 
Québec) ont été demandés de créer et de soumettre un dessin d’une bannière unique au 
Concours national de bannières pour les élèves « Hissez vos voix! ». Ils ont participé 
en très grand nombre, avec près de 1300 soumissions reçues d'un océan à l'autre. Les 
œuvres soumises représentent des sujets et des enjeux qui sont importants pour les jeunes 
Canadiens.  
 
« Au nom de la CCN, je tiens à féliciter les gagnants du Concours et aussi remercier 
chaleureusement les nombreux élèves et leurs enseignants et enseignantes qui ont relevé 
le défi, a affirmé Jean-François Trépanier, Vice-président administratif des opérations de 
la CCN. Ce concours est une excellente façon de mieux représenter les idées et les 
aspirations des jeunes dans la capitale, et de renforcer les liens que les jeunes Canadiens 
ont avec leur capitale nationale. » 
 
Les sept bannières gagnantes seront produites professionnellement par la CCN et 
flotteront dans le parc Major’s Hill à compter de la fin de mai à octobre 2011, où elles 
seront vues par des milliers de résidents et visiteurs. De plus, la CCN enverra un 
ensemble de bannières aux élèves gagnants et à leur école, dont le nom figure sur la liste 
qui suit, en ordre alphabétique.  
 
Cummer Valley Middle School, North York (Ontario) 

e Sabrina Cancelliere et Ineka Panigrahi, élèves de 7 année 
Bannière intitulée Free & Proud (Libres et fiers) 
 
Kyle Composite School, Kyle (Saskatchewan) 
Kristen Grimard, Kira Kennedy et Katie Moerike, élèves de 7/8e année 
Bannière intitulée The Fist of Bullies (Le poing des intimidateurs) 
 
École orale de Montréal pour les sourds, Westmount (Québec) 

e Faith Gould et Stephanie Gregoire Vaillancourt, élèves de 5 année 
Bannière intitulée Reach for Peace (Tendre vers la paix) 

 1

http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
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Rickson Ridge Public School, Guelph (Ontario) 
Jordan Buchan et Lynn Jiang, élèves de 8e année 
Bannière intitulée Canada's Cultural Roots (Les racines culturelles du Canada) 
 
St. Michael Community School, Saskatoon (Saskatchewan) 
Kayla-Dawn Hall, Brandi Keenatch et Keely Prosper, élèves de 7/8e année 
Bannière intitulée Friendship (L’amitié) 
 
Salisbury Middle School, Salisbury (Nouveau-Brunswick) 
Kayla Anderson et Emily Kyle, élèves de 8e année 
Bannière intitulée Covered Up (Le masque) 
 
Stirling Senior Public School, Stirling (Ontario) 
Diana Boisvert et Bronwen Parr, élèves de 6/7e année 
Bannière intitulée Life As We Know It (La vie comme on la connaît) 
 
Visitez le site capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres pour voir les dessins 
gagnants et la description détaillée des bannières. Revisitez le site à la fin du mois de mai 
pour voir l’exposition en ligne de toutes les inscriptions admissibles au concours. 
 
Le Chaînon scolaire 
Le Chaînon scolaire est un organisme à but non lucratif qui veut instaurer des 
changements positifs dans la société en produisant du matériel pédagogique progressiste 
pour les jeunes du Canada. Pour en savoir plus sur ses programmes et services, visitez le  
www.classroomconnections.ca/fr.  
 
La Commission de la capitale nationale 
La CCN est une société d’État fédérale dont le mandat est de faire de la capitale un sujet 
de fierté et d’unité, et un lieu de rencontre qui communique le Canada tout entier à tous 
les Canadiens. Pour atteindre cet objectif, la CCN organise des activités d’envergure, 
comme le Bal de Neige et la fête du Canada. Elle est aussi très fière d’aménager et de 
planifier la capitale pour les générations à venir. 
 
Pour plus de renseignements sur les programmes jeunesse, les ressources pour les salles 
de classe et d’autres programmes de la CCN, composez le 613-239-5000, le 1-800-465-
1867 (sans frais), le 613-239-5090 (ATS) ou le 1-866-661-3530 (ATS sans frais), ou 
visitez le site Web de la CCN au www.capitaleducanada.gc.ca.  
 
Renseignements aux médias 
 
Denise LeBlanc    Charles Cardinal 
Relations avec les médias — CCN  Relations avec les médias — CCN  
613-239-5750 (bureau)   613-239-5227 (bureau) 
613-851-9465 (cellulaire)   613-851-6924 (cellulaire) 
denise.leblanc@ncc-ccn.ca   charles.cardinal@ncc-ccn.ca 
 

http://canadascapital.gc.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16297-24521-29608-135652&lang=2&bhcp=1
http://www.classroomconnections.ca/fr
http://www.capitaleducanada.gc.ca/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
NCCN-11-05-19-MA 

May 24, 2011 
 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
 

NCC RAISES YOUTH BANNERS IN THE CAPITAL 
 

Canada’s Capital Region  The National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership 
with Classroom Connections, is pleased to raise the winning youth banners of the “Raise 
Your Voices!” National Student Banner Contest in the heart of the Capital. 
 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: 
What:  Installation of winning banners  
Date:   Wednesday, May 25, 2011 
Where: Major’s Hill Park (east side of park, along Murray Street) 
Time:  11 am - noon (approximately) 
 
Across Canada, students in Grades 5 through 8 (Elementary 5 through Secondary 2 in 
Quebec) were asked to create and submit a one-of-a-kind banner design, representing 
issues and topics of importance to Canadian youth, to the “Raise Your Voices!” National 
Student Banner Contest.  
 
The seven winning banners, announced at the start of May, have been professionally 
produced by the NCC and will fly in Canada’s Capital Region through October 2011. In 
addition, the NCC has sent a pair of banners to each winning team and their school. 
 
Visit canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest to view the seven winning designs and detailed 
banner descriptions. Check back in June to see the online gallery of all the eligible 
contest entries. Close to 1300 inspired designs were submitted, representing a variety of 
subjects, such as peace and friendship, Canada’s history and traditions, and nature and the 
environment. 
 
For more information about the NCC’s youth programs, classroom resources or other 
NCC programs, the public can contact the NCC at 613-239-5000, 1-800-465-1867 (toll-
free), 613-239-5090 (TTY) or 1-866-661-3530 (toll-free TTY), or visit the NCC’s 
website at www.canadascapital.gc.ca.  
 
About the National Capital Commission 
The NCC is a federal Crown corporation whose mandate is to create pride and unity 
through Canada’s Capital Region by making the Capital a meeting place that 
communicates Canada to Canadians. Towards this goal, the NCC organizes large-scale 
events such as Winterlude and Canada Day celebrations. It also takes great pride in 
developing and planning a capital for future generations. 
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About Classroom Connections 
Classroom Connections is a non-profit organization dedicated to initiating positive 
societal change by producing progressive educational resources for Canada’s youth. To 
learn more about its programs and services, visit www.classroomconnections.ca.  
 
 
Media Information: 
 
Denise LeBlanc    Charles Cardinal 
NCC Media Relations    NCC Media Relations 
613-239-5750 (office)    613-239-5227 (office) 
613-851-9465 (cellular)   613-851-6924 (cellular) 
denise.leblanc@ncc-ccn.ca    charles.cardinal@ncc-ccn.ca  
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POUR DIFFUSION IMMÉDIATE 
NCCN-11-05-19-MA 

 
Le 24 mai 2011 

OCCASION DE PHOTOS 
 

LA CCN HISSE LES BANNIÈRES DES JEUNES 
DANS LA CAPITALE DU CANADA  

 
Région de la capitale du Canada ─ La Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN) en 
partenariat avec le Chaînon scolaire, est heureuse de hisser, au cœur de la capitale du 
Canada, les bannières gagnantes du Concours national de bannières pour les élèves  
« Hissez vos voix! ». 
 
OCCASION DE PHOTOS : 
Quoi :  Installation des bannières gagnantes 
Date :   Le mercredi 25 mai, 2011 
Où :  Parc Major’s Hill (côté est du parc, le long de la rue Murray) 
Heure : 11 h  - midi (approximativement) 
 
Des élèves de la 5e à la 8e année (de la 5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire 
au Québec) de partout au Canada, devaient créer et soumettre un dessin d’une bannière 
originale sur des sujets et des enjeux qui sont importants pour les jeunes Canadiens, au 
Concours national de bannières pour les élèves « Hissez vos voix! ». 
 
Les sept bannières gagnantes, annoncées au début de mai, ont été produites 
professionnellement par la CCN et flotteront dans le parc Major’s Hill jusqu’à octobre 
2011. De plus, la CCN a envoyé une paire de bannières à chaque équipe gagnante et à 
leur école. 
 
Visitez le site capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres pour voir les sept dessins 
gagnants et la description détaillée des bannières. Revisitez le site au mois de juin pour 
voir l’exposition en ligne de toutes les inscriptions admissibles au concours. Près de 1300 
soumissions ont été reçues, représentent une variété de sujets, par exemple, la paix et 
l’amitié, l’histoire du Canada et ses traditions, et la nature et l’environnement. 
 
Pour plus de renseignements sur les programmes jeunesses, les ressources pour la salle de 
classe et d’autres programmes de la CCN, composez le 613-239-5000, le 1-800-465-1867 
(sans frais), le 613-239-5090 (ATS) ou le 1-866-661-3530 (ATS sans frais), ou visitez le 
site Web de la CCN au www.capitaleducanada.gc.ca.  
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La Commission de la capitale nationale 
La CCN est une société d’État fédérale dont le mandat est de faire de la capitale un sujet 
de fierté et d’unité, et un lieu de rencontre qui communique le Canada tout entier à tous 
les Canadiens. Pour atteindre cet objectif, la CCN organise des activités d’envergure, 
comme le Bal de Neige et la fête du Canada. Elle est aussi très fière d’aménager et de 
planifier la capitale pour les générations à venir. 

  
Le Chaînon scolaire 
Le Chaînon scolaire est un organisme à but non lucratif qui veut instaurer des 
changements positifs dans la société en produisant du matériel pédagogique progressiste 
pour les jeunes du Canada. Pour en savoir plus sur ses programmes et services, visitez le  
www.classroomconnections.ca/fr.  
 
 
Renseignements aux médias : 
 
Denise LeBlanc    Charles Cardinal 
Relations avec les médias – CCN  Relations avec les médias – CCN 
613-239-5750 (bureau)   613-239-5227 (bureau) 
613-851-9465 (cellulaire)   613-851-6924 (cellulaire) 
denise.leblanc@ncc-ccn.ca    charles.cardinal@ncc-ccn.ca  



This initiative is an extension of , a
teaching resource for Grades 5 8 Social Science and History.
Email us at info@classroomconnections.ca for your free copy.

The Gathering Place
–

Go to www.canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest to get full details,
view last year's winners and download an easy-to-use lesson plan
for introducing the contest in your class.

d the hundreds of students who participated!
Congratulations to the winners of the 2010 “Raise Your Voices”
Banner Contest an

Help your students have their voices heard
by creating an original banner design that

brings youth issues to the capital.

The contest is open to Grades 5 8 classes in schools across
Canada. The deadline for entries is February 18, 2011.
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The National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership with
Classroom Connections,

cross-Canada contest and public art project.
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original banner design that
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Next year your students’ art could be flying

high in Canada’s capital at Major’s Hill Park.

The National Capital Commission (NCC),
in partnership with Classroom Connections,

cross-Canada contest and public art project.
is kicking off Year 2 of this exciting

Go to www.canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest
to get full details, view last year's winners and
download an easy-to-use lesson plan for
introducing the contest in your class.

The contest is open to Grades 5–8 classes in
schools across Canada. The deadline for entries is
February 18, 2011.

Congratulations to the winners of the 2010 “Raise Your Voices” Banner
Contest and the hundreds of students who participated!



 



 

 



National Student Banner Contest
2011 
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

Life As 
We Know It
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

Canada’s 
Cultural Roots



National Student Banner Contest
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

Reach 
for Peace
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

Covered Up
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

Friendship
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The National Capital Commission
is committed to ensuring that
the voices of young Canadians

nationwide are heard in the Capital.

canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest

“RAISE YOUR VOICES!”

The Fist 
of Bullies



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

Libres 
et fiers

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

La vie comme 
on la connaît

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

Les racines cultu -
relles du Canada

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

Tendre vers
la paix

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

Le masque

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

L’amitié

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Concours national de bannières 
pour les élèves de 2011 
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La Commission de la capitale
nationale veille à ce que la voix 

des jeunes de partout au Canada soit
entendue dans la capitale.

capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres

Le poing des 
intimidateurs

« HISSEZ VOS VOIX! »



Appel à tous les enseignants des classes de la 5e année du primaire
à la 2e année du secondaire au Québec et de la 5e à la 8e année
dans le reste du Canada!

Pour une deuxième année d’affilée, la Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN) lance, en partenariat avec le Chaînon
scolaire, son formidable concours et projet d’art public d’un bout à l’autre du Canada. On demande aux élèves de la
5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire au Québec et de la 5e à la 8e année dans le reste du Canada de créer
et d’envoyer un dessin au Concours national de bannières pour les élèves « Hissez vos voix! » en vue de produire
une bannière unique. L’œuvre devrait représenter un sujet qui est important pour les jeunes Canadiens.

Les œuvres gagnantes seront reproduites professionnellement
sur des bannières qui flotteront au parc Major’s Hill,

au cœur de la capitale, de mai à octobre 2011.
Ce concours est un prolongement de la ressource pédagogique Découverte de la capitale du Canada — Tout un lieu
de rassemblement. Pour télécharger cette ressource, visitez le classroomconnections.ca/fr/gatheringplace.php.

Les leçons et les activités de cette ressource traitent des sujets suivants :
• L’identité, la culture et les symboles canadiens
• Le gouvernement, la citoyenneté et la démocratie
• Les histoires, les célébrations et les héros du Canada
• Les liens du Canada avec le monde

Présentation du concours
• Vous pouvez vous servir du thème 3, « Exploration de notre identité », pour présenter le concours en fonction

des objectifs ou des attentes des programmes scolaires liés à l’identité personnelle, à l’identité canadienne et
aux symboles canadiens.

• Pour faciliter la participation au concours grâce à des liens avec le programme scolaire portant sur les arts visuels,
consultez le plan de cours qui suit.

Aide-mémoire sur l’admissibilité et la participation au concours
• Les participants doivent être des élèves d’une école canadienne, de la 5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire

au Québec et de la 5e à la 8e année dans le reste du Canada.
• Les élèves doivent travailler en groupes de deux ou trois.
• La présentation d’inscription de chaque groupe doit satisfaire aux conditions d’admission précisées dans le document

Directives pour participer au concours et comprendre ce qui suit :

˚ Un dessin en couleur pour une bannière rectangulaire (dimensions : 41,2 cm de longueur sur 13,6 cm de largeur)
portant le nom des élèves et celui de l’école écrits en majuscules au crayon à mine au verso;

˚ Le Formulaire d’inscription au concours dûment rempli pour décrire la bannière et en expliquer le thème;

˚ Le Formulaire d’autorisation des parents dûment rempli pour chaque élève;

˚ Les coordonnées de l’école, y compris l’adresse courriel de l’enseignant.

Veuillez lire le règlement et les conditions d’admission du concours
au capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres.

The deadline for entries is February 18, 2011.La date limite pour envoyer les présentations d’inscription est le 18 février 2011.
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Formulaire d’autorisation des parents :
Concours national de bannières pour les élèves << Hissez vos voix! >>

À propos du concours
Chaque année, la Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN) produit des bannières colorées qui embellissent la capitale du Canada.
Ces bannières sont conçues chaque année pour représenter les provinces et les territoires du Canada et aussi pour souligner des
évènements ou des anniversaires qui ont une importance historique pour les Canadiens.

Pour la deuxième année de suite, dans le cadre d’une activité scolaire, les élèves des écoles canadiennes de la 5e année du primaire
à la 2e année du secondaire au Québec et de la 5e à la 8e année dans le reste du Canada, sont invités à créer et à envoyer un dessin
pour une bannière qui représente un sujet important pour les jeunes Canadiens. Avec leur œuvre, les élèves devront aussi écrire et
envoyer une brève description de leur bannière et de sa signification. Les inscriptions seront jugées par un groupe de spécialistes
sélectionnés par la CCN. Les œuvres gagnantes seront présentées et exposées au parc Major’s Hill, un lieu bien en vue de la capitale,
à quelques pas de la colline du Parlement. Les bannières seront accompagnées d’un panneau d’interprétation sur lequel on lira le nom
des élèves et leur description du dessin de leur bannière.

On peut consulter le règlement complet du concours et voir les bannières gagnantes de l’année dernière au
capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres.

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Prénom du participant (majuscules) Nom du participant (majuscules)

Sexe : � Masculin � Féminin Année scolaire : _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nom de l’école

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Prénom du parent ou du tuteur (majuscules) Nom du parent ou du tuteur (majuscules)

Numéro de téléphone du parent ou du tuteur ( ________ ) ___________________________ ( ________ ) _________________________
le jour le soir

Par la présente, je consens, en contrepartie de la possibilité pour mon enfant de participer au concours, à ce que l’inscription, y compris
le dessin et le texte, devienne la propriété de la Commission de la capitale nationale. Également, par la présente, je transfère tout droit
d’auteur et renonce à tout droit moral sur l’œuvre de mon enfant et sur les documents qui l’accompagnent pour l’inscription au concours
en faveur de la Commission de la capitale nationale sans aucune compensation.

Par la présente, je consens à ce que la Commission de la capitale nationale puisse utiliser le nom de mon enfant, le nom de sa ville de
résidence et son image sur le siteWeb de la Commission de la capitale nationale et dans tout document demarketing ou de communication,
et ce, sans compensation.

Par la présente, je dégage la Commission de la capitale nationale, ses agents, ses employés et ses représentants, ainsi que le Chaînon
scolaire, ses agents, ses employés et ses représentants, de toute responsabilité pour tout dommage, toute perte ou toute réclamation
résultant de la participation de mon enfant au concours ou résultant de l’attribution, de l’acceptation ou de l’utilisation du prix obtenu
dans le cadre des divulgations ou utilisations mentionnées ci-dessus.

Je reconnais avoir lu le règlement du concours et j’accepte de m’y conformer.

J’accepte que la Commission de la capitale nationale ou ses représentants puissent communiquer avec moi pour un suivi ou une évaluation
du Concours national de bannières pour les élèves.

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Signature du parent ou du tuteur Date

La déclaration suivante doit être signée par l’enseignant de la classe de votre enfant.

Je certifie que l’œuvre qui accompagne ce formulaire est une œuvre originale de :

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Noms des élèves)

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Signature de l’enseignant Date



Plan de cours : Concours national de bannières pour les éleves << Hissez vos voix! >>

Vue d’ensemble
La participation à ce concours, dont les gagnants seront choisis par un jury, est une façon concrète de relier les élèves de
partout au Canada à la capitale de leur pays. C’est aussi une façon de les inciter à participer et à s’exprimer avec créativité
dans le but de réaliser un projet d’art public qui présente, dans la capitale, des sujets importants pour les jeunes.

Objectifs et attentes
Les élèves devront :

• montrer qu’ils comprennent l’art de la composition (ex. : les formes, les couleurs, l’espace) en créant des œuvres en
deux dimensions.

• suivre une démarche créatrice en produisant des dessins qui expriment leurs pensées, leurs idées et leurs sentiments
inspirés par leur propre point de vue et celui des autres.

• appliquer des principes de conception choisis (ex. : les contrastes, les proportions, l’équilibre, l’unité et l’harmonie) pour
créer des œuvres qui communiquent des thèmes, des sujets, des messages à un public particulier dans un but précis.

• faire preuve d’originalité pour résoudre des difficultés de conception.

Matériel requis
• Document 1 : Directives pour participer au concours (un exemplaire par groupe participant).

• Document 2 : Formulaire d’inscription au concours (un formulaire par groupe participant).

• Document 3 : Exemples de bannières (une feuille par élève). Cette feuille peut servir de transparent ou vous pouvez
la distribuer, de préférence en couleur. Si vous vous en servez en noir et blanc, proposez aux élèves de colorier
les bannières dans le cadre de l’activité.

• Feuille 11 po sur 17 po (27,9 cm sur 43,2 cm), papier journal, tableau d’affichage ou toile.

• Crayons feutre, crayons de couleur, gouache, peinture acrylique ou peinture à l’huile.

• Un exemplaire du Formulaire d’autorisation des parents par élève.

Activité 1 : Explorer les modes d’expression
1. En classe, discutez des différentes façons qu’ont les gens d’exprimer leurs pensées et leurs opinions publiquement

(ex. : blogues, courrier du lecteur, sites Web, discours, graffitis, etc.). Invitez les élèves à réfléchir aux façons dont l’art
peut être utilisé pour transmettre des messages ou exprimer des sentiments et des idées à un public.

2. Demandez aux élèves :

˚ Comment les artistes peuvent-ils faire connaître leurs idées au plus vaste public possible? (ex. : sites Web, galeries,
lieux publics très fréquentés, art portable, comme des t-shirts)

˚ Quels exemples d’art public ont-ils vu dans leur collectivité? (Inclure un large éventail; ex. : graffitis, art sur les trottoirs,
œuvres murales, statues, bannières de rue, sculptures, monuments, fontaines.)

˚ Quels thèmes, idées, sentiments ou évènements ces œuvres expriment-elles?

˚ L’art public donne-t-il de la valeur à une collectivité? Pourquoi ou pourquoi pas?

˚ Quelle nouvelle œuvre d’art public devrait être installée dans leur collectivité? Que représenterait-elle?
À quoi ressemblerait-elle? Où serait-elle située?

Quel que soit le support, l’art public est de l’art que l’on rend accessible aux gens pour qu’ils puissent en profiter.
Les œuvres d’art public sont installées dans des espaces extérieurs ou des bâtiments publics; elles peuvent y être

exposées de façon permanente ou temporaire. L’art public rend nos milieux de vie plus agréables, car il est
l’expression originale d’idées et de concepts qui peuvent être amusants, intrigants, traditionnels ou novateurs.



Activité 2 : Hissez vos voix!
1. Expliquez qu’on trouve dans la région de la capitale du Canada une magnifique collection d’œuvres d’art public, dont des
monuments commémoratifs, des sculptures, des œuvres murales et des fontaines qui ont été créés par des artistes de
tous les coins du pays. Les élèves peuvent visiter le site Web de la CCN (capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres)
pour voir la brochure PromenART sur les œuvres d’art public exposées dans la capitale. Vous pouvez aussi leur montrer
les photographies d’œuvres d’art public publiées dans la ressource Découverte de la capitale du Canada.

2. À l’aide d’un projecteur, présentez le document 3 : Exemples de bannières ou distribuez-en des copies papier. Expliquez que,
chaque année, la CCNpavoise le boulevard de la Confédération de bannières. Cesmagnifiques bannières représentent diverses
régions du Canada ainsi que des évènements qui sont importants pour tous les Canadiens. Pour le concours de bannières
« Hissez vos voix! », on a demandé aux élèves de représenter un sujet qui est important pour les jeunes Canadiens.
Ces bannières composent une installation d’art public au parc Major’s Hill. Demandez aux élèves de faire ce qui suit :

˚ Deviner quels thème, activité, évènement ou région sont représentés.

˚ Déterminer combien d’éléments sont représentés dans les images.

˚ Commenter l’utilisation des couleurs, des formes, des contrastes et de l’équilibre ainsi que du degré de détail.
Nota : Les élèves peuvent consulter le site capitaleducanada.gc.ca/concoursdebannieres pour voir les bannières gagnantes
ainsi que toutes celles qui ont été soumises. Si vous en avez le temps, demandez aux élèves d’identifier les éléments qui
distinguent les bannières gagnantes des autres (ex. : la clarté du thème, l’utilisation de l’espace ou de la couleur).

3. Distribuer le document 1 : Directives pour participer au concours pour que les élèves le lisent et en discutent. En vous
servant de la ressource Découverte de la capitale du Canada, montrez où se trouve le parc Major’s Hill sur la carte.
En classe, faites un remue-méninges sur les sujets qui sont importants pour les jeunes Canadiens. Notez les suggestions
sur un tableau de papier.

4. Demandez à deux élèves de tracer les dimensions des vraies bannières sur le tableau ou d’en fabriquer une avec du papier
journal (206 cm de longueur sur 68 cm de largeur). Parlez des directives à suivre pour créer l’œuvre et donnez-leur
des conseils utiles. Expliquez-leur comment les bannières seront exposées et en quoi il est difficile de réduire la taille
de l’œuvre pour les besoins du concours.

Veuillez noter que même si certaines bannières fournies dans l’échantillon sont courbées, les bannières du concours doivent être
produites comme des RECTANGLES COMPLETS. Les élèves doivent remplir tout l’espace.
5. Demandez à votre classe de former des groupes de deux ou trois élèves qui travailleront ensemble tout au long de la
démarche créative jusqu’à ce que l’œuvre soit terminée ainsi que la présentation d’inscription au concours. En groupes,
les élèves franchiront les étapes suivantes :

˚ Ils s’entendront sur un thème pour la bannière et sur les images qu’ils utiliseront pour représenter le sujet choisi.

˚ Ils traceront le contour du gabarit qui sera envoyé (41,2 cm de longueur sur 13,6 cm de largeur) sur une feuille de papier
de 11 po sur 17 po (27,9 cm sur 43,2 cm). (Cette taille est plus pratique pour l’envoi postal et le traitement.)

˚ Ils dessineront une première ébauche de l’œuvre pour faire des essais avec la mise en page et la couleur.

˚ Ils créeront le dessin final de la bannière en fonction des commentaires et de la révision. (Cette démarche devrait offrir
de multiples possibilités de vérification par les pairs pour favoriser les commentaires sur la clarté de l’image, l’expression
du thème et l’effet visuel.)

˚ Remplir le document 2 : Formulaire d’inscription au concours. Y décrire la bannière et en expliquer le thème.
(Veuillez noter que les panneaux d’interprétation des bannières gagnantes seront conçus à partir de ces formulaires;
il est donc primordial de réviser la version finale.)

Inscription au concours
1. Recueillez l’ensemble des présentations d’inscription de vos élèves. Assurez-vous que chaque œuvre est accompagnée
du Formulaire d’inscription au concours et du Formulaire d’autorisation des parents signé pour chaque élève
participant. Veuillez écrire le nom des élèves et le nom de l’école en majuscules au crayon à mine au verso de chaque
présentation. L’œuvre devrait être postée à plat sur un morceau de carton que l’on glisse dans l’enveloppe; on peut
aussi la rouler. Ne pas la plier.

2. Envoyez les présentations d’inscription au concours à :
Concours national de bannières pour les élèves
Coordonnatrice des programmes jeunesse
Commission de la capitale nationale
40, rue Elgin, pièce 202
Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 1C7
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Directives pour participer au concours

La capitale du Canada appartient à tous les Canadiens. C’est un lieu important de notre pays parce qu’il est à l’image
de notre nation, de nos différentes régions et de notre peuple. L’art, les bâtiments, les monuments et les festivals
de la capitale concourent à illustrer les valeurs, les idées et les symboles qui nous tiennent à cœur. La Commission
de la capitale nationale (CCN) souhaite savoir quels sont les sujets importants pour les jeunes Canadiens et elle veut
exposer ces idées en plein cœur de la capitale.

La CCN demande aux élèves de la 5e année du primaire à la 2e année du secondaire au Québec et de la 5e à la 8e année dans
le reste du Canada de concevoir une bannière spéciale représentant un sujet qui est important pour les jeunes Canadiens.

Les dessins gagnants serviront à faire
de vraies bannières qui seront placées bien
en vue dans une exposition d’art public

au parc Major’s Hill.

De mai à octobre 2011, les personnes qui visiteront la capitale auront l’occasion de voir ce qui est important pour TOI et
pour d’autres jeunes Canadiens.

L’année dernière, plus de 800 groupes ont participé!

Alors qu’attends-tu? Voici comment commencer.

Assure-toi que tu es admissible!
1. Tu dois travailler avec au moins un autre élève (ton groupe doit compter deux ou trois élèves).

2. Tu vas à l’école au Canada. Si tu vis au Québec, chaque membre de ton groupe doit être un élève de 5e ou 6e année
du primaire ou de 1re ou 2e année du secondaire; ailleurs au pays, chaque membre de ton groupe doit être un élève
de 5e, 6e, 7e ou 8e année.

3. Ton groupe doit présenter un dessin qui servira à faire une bannière en suivant les directives ci-dessous.

4. Ton groupe doit remplir le Formulaire d’inscription au concours qui accompagnera son œuvre.

5. Chaque membre de ton groupe doit fournir le Formulaire d’autorisation des parents signé par un parent ou un tuteur.

Choisissez votre thème
Le thème de votre œuvre devrait être une idée ou un sujet qui est important pour vous en tant que jeunes Canadiens.
Vous pouvez choisir parmi de nombreux thèmes : ça peut être une personne, un lieu, une chose ou une idée. Soyez
créatifs! Voici votre chance de montrer au Canada ce que vous pensez.

Choisissez vos images
Quel genre d’images allez-vous utiliser pour communiquer votre sujet, votre idée ou votre message? Les autres pourront-ils
facilement reconnaître les formes? Pouvez-vous les dessiner simplement? Pensez à ce dont elles auront l’air de loin.
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Directives pour participer au concours

Directives à suivre pour créer l’œuvre
1. Votre œuvre doit être un dessin original que votre groupe a créé.

2. Choisissez les images qui illustrent votre message et le thème de
votre dessin.

3. Votre bannière doit mesurer 41,2 cm de longueur sur 13,6 cm de largeur
(rappelez-vous que la vraie bannière mesurera 206 cm sur 68 cm et
qu’elle sera suspendue verticalement).

4. Votre dessin ne peut pas avoir de bordures.

5. Ne dessinez que sur un côté de la feuille.

6. N’écrivez pas de mots, de lettres ni de chiffres.

7. Ne vous servez pas de symboles qui ne peuvent être vus à l’envers
(rappelez-vous que de l’autre côté de la bannière, on verra
le dessin inversé).

8. N’utilisez aucun symbole soumis au droit d’auteur.

9. Utilisez n’importe lesquels des matériaux suivants :

˚ gouache, peinture acrylique, peinture à l’huile ou crayons feutre
(vous pouvez utiliser de l’aquarelle et des crayons de couleur, mais
les zones de couleur pâle ne se voient pas bien)

˚ papier, carton ou toile cartonnée.

Conseils utiles
1. Remplissez la feuille au complet, mais ne mettez pas de détails importants
trop près du bord. Ils pourraient être pris dans une couture et ne pas être vus.

2. Utilisez des formes larges et simples. Les bannières seront vues de loin,
alors les petits détails seront difficiles à voir.

3. Utilisez des couleurs franches, vives et contrastées pour que les bannières
aient un effet visuel maximal.

4. Si vous utilisez du blanc, servez-vous-en pour accentuer quelque chose et
non comme couleur de fond.

5. Évitez de laisser des marques de crayon à mine de graphite sur votre
dessin final.

Bonne chance! Nous avons
hâte de voir votre œuvre!

0,25 cm

13,6 cm

0,25 cm

1,2 cm

41,2 cm

1 cm
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Formulaire d’inscription au concours

Ce formulaire est une partie essentielle de votre présentation d’inscription. Il nous donnera de l’information sur votre groupe
et nous permettra de communiquer avec vous si vous êtes le groupe gagnant. Il nous renseignera aussi sur votre bannière
et sur le thème que vous avez choisi. Assurez-vous d’écrire lisiblement en lettres majuscules pour que nous puissions lire
votre formulaire d’inscription.

Veuillez écrire en majuscules le prénom et le nom de famille de chaque élève du groupe.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

En quelle année êtes-vous? _____________________

Quel est le nom de votre enseignant? ___________________________________________________________________________________

Quel est le nom de votre école? _________________________________________________________________________________________

Quelle est l’adresse complète de votre école?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quel est le numéro de téléphone de votre école? ___________________________________________________

Quelle est l’adresse courriel de votre enseignant? __________________________________________________

L’information qui suit est très importante pour l’inscription au concours. Si votre bannière est
choisie comme œuvre gagnante, ces renseignements seront utilisés pour créer une « plaque
d’interprétation » spéciale. Cette plaque permettra au public de comprendre votre concept
et de voir comment il représente des idées qui sont importantes pour les jeunes Canadiens.

Titre de la bannière : ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Essayez de trouver un titre court et accrocheur!)

En deux ou trois phrases, parlez-nous du thème de votre bannière. Pourquoi votre groupe a-t-il choisi ce sujet?
Pourquoi est-ce important pour les jeunes Canadiens?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

En une ou deux phrases, décrivez l’image ou les images que vous avez représentées sur votre bannière. Quels éléments
avez-vous choisi d’inclure? Que représentent ces images?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



DO
CU

M
EN

T
3

Exemples de bannières

Voici trois des bannières conçues par la CCN et qui ont flotté dans la capitale.

Voici trois des bannières gagnantes du concours de l’année passée, conçues par des élèves comme toi.

Source (à gauche) : Evelyn Chadwick et Courtney Hargray, 8e année, Québec
(au centre) : Lily Eggert et Allan Eggert, 5e année, Colombie-Britannique
(à droite) : Ashley Nelson, Hamzia Bawa-Zeba et Chadelyn Bustos, 8e année, Ontario



Calling all teachers of Grades 5 to 8!

The National Capital Commission (NCC), in partnership with Classroom Connections, is kicking off the second year of
their amazing cross-Canada contest and public art project. Students in Grades 5 through 8 (Elementary 5 to Secondary 2
in Quebec) are being asked to create and submit a one-of-a-kind banner design to the “Raise Your Voices!” National
Student Banner Contest. The design should represent an issue or topic of importance to Canadian youth.

The winning banners will be professionally
produced and flown in Major’s Hill Park in the heart

of the Capital from May to October 2011.
This contest is an extension of The Gathering Place: An Exploration of Canada’s Capital. To download a copy of the
resource, go to classroomconnections.ca/en/gatheringplace.php.

The lessons and activities in the resource explore the following:
• Canadian culture, identity and symbols
• Government, citizenship and democracy
• Canadian stories, heroes and celebrations
• Canada’s connections and contributions to the world

Introducing the Contest
• “Theme 3: Exploring Our Identity” can be used to introduce the contest through curriculum objectives/expectations
relating to personal identity, Canadian identity and Canadian symbols.

• To facilitate contest participation using visual arts curriculum links, see the lesson plan on the following pages.

Contest Eligibility and Submission Checklist
• Students must be in Grades 5 to 8 (Elementary 5 to Secondary 2 in Quebec) in a Canadian school.
• Students must work in groups of two or three.
• Each group’s submission must meet the entry requirements identified on the Contest Entry Guidelines handout
and include the following:

˚ A full-colour, rectangular banner design (13.6 cm wide x 41.2 cm high) with the students’ names and school name
printed in pencil on the back;

˚ A completed Contest Submission Form to describe the banner and explain its theme;

˚ A completed Parental Permission Form for each student;

˚ Contact information for the school, including teacher contact email.

Please read the full contest details at canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest
for all rules and eligibility requirements.

The deadline for entries is February 18, 2011.
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Parental Permission Form:
“Raise Your Voices!”National Student Banner Contest

About the Contest
Every year, the National Capital Commission (NCC) produces colourful banners which beautify Canada’s Capital. Banners are designed
each year to represent Canada’s provinces and territories, as well as to commemorate and celebrate anniversaries of historical
importance to Canadians.

For the second year, as a classroom activity, Grade 5 to 8 students (Elementary 5 to Secondary 2 in Quebec) in Canadian schools are
invited to create and submit their own designs for a banner that represents an issue of importance to Canadian youth. Along with
artwork, students will also write and submit a brief explanation of their banner and its meaning. The entries will be judged by a panel
selected by the NCC. The winning designs will be produced as a set of banners to be displayed in Major’s Hill Park, a special location
in the Capital, steps away from Parliament Hill. The banners will be accompanied by an interpretive panel providing the students’
names and including the students’ descriptions of their banner designs.

Complete contest rules and last year’s winning banners can be viewed at canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest.

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Participant’s first name (please print) Participant’s last name (please print)

Gender: � Male � Female Grade level: _____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of school

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Parent/guardian’s first name (please print) Parent/guardian’s last name (please print)

Parent/guardian’s telephone number(s) ( ________ ) _____________________________ ( ________ ) _____________________________
daytime evening

I hereby consent and agree that, in consideration of my child being allowed to participate, the entry submitted (including the design
and the text) shall become the property of the National Capital Commission, and I hereby transfer all copyright and waive any moral
rights on my child’s design and on documents submitted with the entry in favour of the National Capital Commission, without any
compensation.

I hereby consent that the National Capital Commission may use my child’s name, city of residence and image, on its website and in
any marketing or communication materials without compensation.

I hereby release and forever discharge the National Capital Commission, its officers, employees and representatives, and Classroom
Connections and its officers, employees and representatives, from all liability for any damages, losses or claims arising from my child’s
participation in this competition, or resulting from the conferral, acceptance or use of the award obtained for the above-mentioned
disclosures or uses.

I acknowledge having read and agree to abide by the contest rules.

I accept that the National Capital Commission or its representatives may communicate with me regarding a follow-up or evaluation of
the National Student Banner Contest.

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Signature of parent/guardian Date

The following statement must be signed by the classroom teacher.

I certify that the accompanying piece of artwork is the original work of:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Students’ names)

__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Teacher’s signature Date



Lesson Plan: “Raise Your Voices!” National Student Banner Contest

Overview
Participation in this juried contest is a concrete way to connect students across Canada with their national capital,
and to engage their spirit and self-expression in a creative, hands-on public art project that brings youth issues
to the Capital.

Objectives/Expectations
Students will

• demonstrate an understanding of composition (e.g. shape, colour, space) in creating two-dimensional artworks

• apply the creative process in producing artworks that express feelings, thoughts and ideas inspired by their own
and others’ points of view

• use select principles of design (e.g. contrast, proportion, balance, unity and harmony) to create artworks that convey
themes, topics and messages for a specific audience and purpose

• demonstrate an innovative approach to solving a design challenge

Materials Needed
• Handout 1: Contest Entry Guidelines (one per group submission)

• Handout 2: Contest Submission Form (one per group submission)

• Handout 3: Sample Banners (one per student) This can be used as an overhead or handout, preferably in colour.
If used in black and white, have students colour in the banners as part of the activity.

• 11 x 17 inch (27.9 cm x 43.2 cm) paper, newsprint, poster board or canvas

• Markers, pencil crayons, poster paint, acrylic paint or oil paint

• One Parental Permission Form per student

Activity 1: Exploring Expression

1. As a class, discuss ways in which people express their thoughts and opinions publicly (e.g. blogs, letters to the editor,
websites, speeches, graffiti and so on). Ask students to consider ways that art might be used to convey messages,
feelings and ideas to a public audience.

2. Ask students:

˚ How can artists reach the largest audience with their ideas? (e.g. websites, galleries, art in busy public locations,
wearable art such as T-shirts)

˚ What examples of public art have they seen in their community? (Include a wide variety: e.g. graffiti, sidewalk art,
murals, statues, street banners, sculptures, monuments, fountains.)

˚ What ideas, themes, feelings or events do these works of art express?

˚ Does public art bring value to the community? Why or why not?

˚ What public art should be added to their community? What would it represent? What would it look like?
Where would it be located?

Public art is art, in any medium, that is accessible to the public for their enjoyment.
Placed in outdoor spaces or in public buildings, it may be displayed permanently or as a temporary installation.

Public art enhances our everyday living spaces with original expressions of ideas and concepts
that can be playful, intriguing, traditional or innovative.



Activity 2: Raise Your Voices!

1. Explain that Canada’s Capital Region contains a great collection of public art, including commemorations, sculptures,
murals and fountains that were created by artists from across the country. Students can visit the NCC website
(canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest) to view the StreetSmART brochure of public art on display in the Capital.
You can also show students photographs of public art included in The Gathering Place resource.

2. Put Handout 3: Sample Banners up as an overhead, or distribute paper copies. Explain that, every year, the National
Capital Commission (NCC) creates a “street gallery” of banners along Confederation Boulevard. These striking banners
represent various regions in Canada and events that are important to all Canadians. For the “Raise Your Voices!”
banner contest, students have been asked to represent an issue of importance to Canadian youth. These banners
form a public art installation in Major’s Hill Park. Ask students to do the following.

˚ Guess which theme, event or region is being represented.

˚ Determine how many elements are represented in the images.

˚ Comment on the use of colour, shape, contrast and balance, as well as the level of detail.

Note: Students can go to canadascapital.gc.ca/bannercontest to view all of the winning banners, as well as the full range
of submissions. If there is time, have students identify aspects of the winning banners that set them apart (e.g. clarity of theme,
use of space or colour).

3. Distribute Handout 1: Contest Entry Guidelines for students to read and discuss. Using The Gathering Place,
locate Major’s Hill Park on the map. As a class, brainstorm issues and topics of importance to Canadian youth.
Record suggestions on a flipchart.

4. Have two students draw the dimensions of the actual banners on the board or construct it out of newsprint
(68 cm wide x 206 cm high). Discuss the artwork guidelines and helpful hints, as well as how the banners will be
displayed and the challenges of reducing the size for the contest entry.

Please note: Although some of the sample banners are curved in design, the contest banners will be produced as FULL RECTANGLES.
Students must fill the entire space.

5. Have students form groups of two or three to work through the creative process and complete their artwork and
contest submission. As a group, students will do the following.

˚ Agree to a theme for the banner and the images they will use to represent their issue.

˚ Create an outline of the submission template (13.6 cm wide and 41.2 cm high) on an 11 x 17 inch (27.9 cm x 43.2 cm)
sheet of paper. (This format is easiest for mailing and submission.)

˚ Develop a rough draft of the artwork, experimenting with layout and colour.

˚ Create their final banner design, based on feedback and revision. (The process should allow multiple opportunities
for peer review to encourage feedback on clarity of images, theme expression and visual impact.)

˚ Complete Handout 2: Contest Submission Form to describe the banner / explain the theme. (Please note that
the interpretive panels for the winning banners will be based on these forms, so proofreading the final version is
very important.)

Contest Submission
1. Collect all student entries. Ensure that each piece of artwork is accompanied by a completed Contest Submission Form
and a signed Parental Permission Form for each participating student. Please print the students’ names and school
name in pencil on the back of each submission. Artwork can be mailed flat with a piece of cardboard inserted in the
envelope, or it can be rolled. Do not fold artwork.

2. Mail contest entries to:

National Student Banner Contest
National Capital Commission
202–40 Elgin Street
Ottawa ON K1P 1C7

Attention: Coordinator, Youth Programs
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Contest Entry Guidelines

Canada’s Capital belongs to all Canadians. It’s an important place in our country, because it reflects us as a nation, as
different regions and as people. The art, buildings, monuments and festivals in the Capital help to illustrate the values,
ideas and symbols that are important to us. The National Capital Commission (NCC) wants to know what issues and
topics are important to young Canadians — and the NCC wants to display those ideas right in the Capital.

The NCC is asking students in Grades 5 to 8 across the country to design a special banner representing an issue
or topic that is important to Canadian youth.

Winning designs will be made into real
banners that will fly high in a public art

display in Major’s Hill Park.

From May to October 2011, people visiting the Capital will have the chance to see what’s important to YOU and other
young Canadians.

Last year, more than 800 teams sent in their designs!

So, what are you waiting for? Here’s how to get started.

Make sure you are eligible!
1. You need to work with at least one other student (two or three students in one group).

2. Each member of your group needs to be a student in Grade 5, 6, 7 or 8 (Elementary 5 or 6, or Secondary 1 or 2 in Quebec)
at a school in Canada.

3. Your group needs to submit a banner design that follows the artwork guidelines below.

4. Your group needs to fill out a Contest Submission Form to go with your design.

5. Each person in your group has to include a Parental Permission Form signed by their parent or guardian.

Choose your theme
The theme of your artwork should be a subject or an idea that is important to you, as a young Canadian. There are many
themes you could choose: it could be a person, place, thing or an idea. Be creative! This is your chance to show Canada
what you are thinking about.

Choose your images
What kind of images will you use to convey your issue, idea or message? Will the shapes be easily recognized by others?
Can you draw them in simple lines? Think about how they will look from a distance.
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Contest Entry Guidelines

Artwork Guidelines
1. Your design has to be original artwork created by your group.

2. Choose images that demonstrate your message and the theme of your design.

3. Your banner design must be 13.6 cm wide and 41.2 cm high. (Remember that
the real banner will measure 68 cm x 206 cm, and it will hang vertically.)

4. Your design cannot have a border around the edges.

5. Draw on only one side of the paper.

6. Don’t use any words, letters or numbers.

7. Don’t use symbols that cannot be seen in reverse. (Remember that the other
side of the banner will be seen in reverse.)

8. Don’t use symbols that are subject to copyright.

9. Use any of the following materials:

˚ Poster paints, acrylic paints, oil paints or markers (Watercolours and
coloured pencil can be used, but light washes of colour don’t show
up well.)

˚ Paper, poster board or canvas board.

Helpful Hints
1. Fill up the entire area but don’t put important details too close to an edge.
They might get sewn into a seam and get lost.

2. Use large, simple shapes. The banners will be seen from a distance, so small
details will be hard to see.

3. Use strong, bright, contrasting solid colours, so the banners have visual impact.

4. If you use white, use it as an accent and not as a background colour.

5. Avoid leaving visible graphite pencil marks on your final design.

Good luck! We can’t wait
to see your design!

.25 cm

13.6 cm

.25 cm

1.2 cm

41.2 cm

1 cm
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Contest Submission Form

This sheet is an important part of your contest entry. It will tell us about your group and help us to contact you if you win.
It will also give us more information about your banner and the theme that you chose. Be sure to print clearly, so we can
read your submission.

Please print the name (first and last name) of each student in your group.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What grade are you in? _____________________

What is your teacher’s name? _________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the name of your school? _____________________________________________________________________________________

What is the full address of your school?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the school telephone number? ______________________________________________________________

What is your teacher’s email address? _______________________________________________________________

The following information is very important for your contest entry. If your banner is chosen
as a winning design, this information will be used to create a special “interpretive plaque.”
This plaque will help people to understand your design and how it represents ideas that are
important to Canadian youth.

Title of banner: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Try to keep the title short and catchy!)

In two or three sentences, tell us about the theme of your banner. Why did your group choose this idea?
Why is it important to Canadian youth?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In one or two sentences, describe the image(s) on your banner. What items or things did you choose to include?
What do the images represent?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Banners

Here are three samples of banners designed by the NCC, which have flown in the Capital.

Here are three of last year’s winning banners, designed by students like you.

Credit: (left) Evelyn Chadwick and Courtney Hargray, Grade 8, Quebec
(centre) Lily Eggert and Allan Eggert, Grade 5, British Columbia
(right) Ashley Nelson, Hamzia Bawa-Zeba and Chadelyn Bustos, Grade 8, Ontario
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