
 Best Educational Program Overview  1 

 Supporting Question  2 

 Curriculum Guide  3 

 BorderFest Comic Book  4 

 Classroom Pictures  5 

 Field Trips  6 

 Artist in Residence  7 

 Youth In Parades  8 

 BorderFestBorderFest  History  9 

 Mission Statement  10 

 Goals & Objectives  11 

 Results Are In… Records Set At BorderFestBorderFest    2011!2011!  13 

 “Pepper” BorderFestBorderFest       Emissary  12 



Best Education Program
Education Program Background

BorderFest 2011 enhanced its education component and community outreach by partnering with 
Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System.  To fully engage our theme in 
2011 “Celebrating  Hawaii” BorderFest added several new educational components to the festival. 
BorderFest Education Committee Chairpersons met with school districts administration to coordinate the p
development of State accepted curriculum for Hawaii and BorderFest.  Teachers from Hidalgo & Valley View 
ISD’s were paired off to write curriculum for K‐2nd, 3rd – 5th, and 6th – 8th grades.  The curriculum guides 
included grade specific information about Hawaii’s  history and culture.  Each teacher from K‐8 received a 
glossy curriculum guide accompanied with a CD version that contained grade specific information about 
Hawaii’s history, art, tradition, music and dance to facilitate the printing of activities and worksheets.  The 
guide provided teachers with appropriate activities to address all learning styles when teaching about Hawaii. 
BorderFest 2011 became relevant and meaningful to more than 7,700 students due to the implementation ofBorderFest 2011 became relevant and meaningful to more than 7,700 students due to the implementation of 
the curriculum by teacher volunteers from both districts.

Coupled with the information, the guide provided teachers with 
appropriate activities to encourage visual learning along with providing the 
basic facts such as geography and historical events.  More than 7,700 
students had the opportunity to touch, read and experience Hawaii through 
this guide. This guide has also become a resource and tool for students and  
teachers when researching Hawaii other cultures and their own community

The Curriculum Guide is divided into four sections covering interesting facts about Hawaii; Kindergarten ‐ 2nd 
grade, 3rd grade ‐ 5th grade, and 6th grade ‐ 8th grade with applications for the state educational standards 
including English/Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Health/Wellness and others. In addition, 
the guide provided teachers and students with website links and books to further research Hawaii.  Through 
the implementation of the curriculum, the teachers were able to give students the opportunity to compare 
the history and culture of Hawaii with theirs.  Some of the activities allowed opportunities for students to 
t k hi i th i it b f l ti d ti l ti th i i i ll d i itt f t

teachers when researching Hawaii, other cultures and their own community.  

take ownership in their community by formulating and articulating their opinion orally and in written form to 
provide a forum so that they can advocate what is important to them. 

Given Hidalgo’s proximity to Mexico, many students and residents daily function in a bi‐national, bi‐
cultural and bilingual world and BorderFest organizers wanted them to connect with Hawaii in a similar 
manner.  To help facilitate this, BorderFest invited  Hawaiian Rene Park professional dancer and event 
producer Rene Park from Aloha Entertainment to spend an entire day on each elementary school campus in 
both school districts providing programs for students K‐5th grade.  In addition Rene worked with students in 
the Junior Highs and High School dance programs.  For the lower grades K‐5th Rene  taught Hawaiian 
traditions, history and the Hula.  For the Junior and High School dance programs she taught the students the 
Hula that were used in the parades and on the stages in the Hawaiian Islands.  Collectively more than 7,700 
students were introduced to traditional Hawaiian music, storytelling, and dance over the course of two and a 
half weeks and more than 89,928 spectators enjoyed the students dancing over the four day BorderFest
weekend. 

While the festival focused and celebrated  Hawaii and its rich heritage, it also offered residents a               
communal place to celebrate Hidalgo and the colorful culture and sometimes elusive diversity of South Texas.     



Education Program Background Con’t.
and  Northern Mexico.  The understanding of the Hawaiian history only served as an educational starting 
point for Hidalgo’s students and community members to explore one’s individual culture and perhaps those 
traditions that appear different but perhaps are not.  Incorporating a detailed guide to use within the local 
school curriculum in the weeks leading to BorderFest and providing a chance for students to learn from a 
Hawaiian dancer and then perform, enriched the lives and experiences of everyone and proved that South 
Texas and Hawaii share many similar positive characteristicsTexas and Hawaii share many similar positive characteristics.    

In addition to the curriculum, the eighteen schools participated in building floats for the parades 
during BorderFest.  The students designed the floats with  Hawaiian themes and provided help building them.  
Teachers and parents provided help with the construction and driving the floats, making this another total 
community effort.

Bands from eight high schools in the Rio Grande Valley participated in the parades as well creating an 
outreach throughout the valley and state.  BorderFest Association provides a $1,000 scholarship to each 
h l th t ti i t i th G d P d S t dschool that participates in the Grand Parade on Saturday. 

On BorderFest Thursday and Friday mornings, more than 5,700 students came to BorderFest to get a 
sneak preview of  BorderFest 2011 “Celebrating Hawaii”.  Students were bused from  Hidalgo ISD, Valley 
View ISD, and the Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System to spend the entire morning being immersed 
in the Hawaiian culture, Hawaiian music, dance and crafts.  Everything they learned in the classroom came to 
life.  They were also treated to the Sea Lion Show,  Wendy’s Tropical Bird Show, Rocket the Robot, 
BorderFest’sMascot Pepper and games with our sponsor Kraft.

The creation of the first ever comic book  last year  enhanced the learning experience that the 
students were exposed to. The term "comic book" arose because the first comic books reprinted humor 
comic strips, but despite their name, comic books do not necessarily operate in humorous mode; most 
modern comic books tell stories in a variety of genres. This year BorderFest’s comic book took on the title 
Pepper’s Perfect Honeymoon. Pepper, our BorderFestmascot took readers through a journey in Hawaii 
where he met Nene, a Hawaiian Goose and together they learned along with the children about the history, 
culture, art, architecture, weather, food and anything else that the country had to offer in order for Pepper to 
plan his honeymoon.  The 12 page book is an innovative way to engage children in the learning of Hawaii and 
enrich the experience.  This is the second  edition and will be printed every year with the culture BorderFest
is honoring that year.  Due to the importance of conserving the environment, the comic book was printed on 
recycled paper.    This new and entire concept added additional over‐all value to the Educational Program and 
provided students and teachers yet another learning tool as part of the whole BorderFest experience.  The 
Comic Books were handed out to the students K‐8th grade and at the festival.
Purpose/Objectivep / j

BorderFest Association has always explored new ideas to present educational opportunities and  
experiences in a fun and exciting way.  Providing a fun atmosphere and an understanding of another culture 
or  region remains a critical aspect of BorderFest .  It is important to us for visitors to experience another 
world for  a few days while remaining in South Texas.  To fully engage our theme in 2011 “Celebrating 
Hawaii”  BorderFest added several new educational components to the festival.  Our goal, again, was to                     
immerse students in another culture, while embracing differences and realizing similarities. 
Target AudienceTarget Audience

All families and children attending BorderFest as well as all students K‐8 in the three school districts 
in the Education Program (Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD and and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School 
System.



Education Program Background Con’t.
Duration

BorderFest Field Trips were on the Thursday and Friday of BorderFest weekend.  Education program 
2‐6 weeks prior to BorderFest.
Sponsors

GDF Suez Energy Resources believes in the importance of education and support the Curriculum gy p pp
Program for BorderFest through sponsorship for printing the curriculum guide.  In addition BBVA Compass 
Bank provided BorderFest with a grant to help provide support for the Education Program this year.
Tie‐in

HEBuddy and Friends Kids Club, sponsored by HEB Grocery Company  BorderFests’ sponsor is 
committed to providing activities and special experiences for families and children related to the BorderFest
annual theme each year.  Schools participated in the Curriculum Program.  Sponsor Valley Town Crier printed 
the BorderFest Comic Book featuring mascot “Pepper” and distributed them to all children coming intothe BorderFest Comic Book featuring mascot  Pepper  and distributed them to all children coming into 
BorderFest and to the schools participating in the program

Overall  Effectiveness
Encompassing a detailed guide to use within the local school districts curriculum in the weeks  leading 

to BorderFest and providing a chance for students to learn from a Hawaiian dancer and then perform,
enriches the lives and experiences of everyone and proves that South Texas and Hawaii share many 
positive characteristics Sharing their talent creativity and skills building floats and participating in thepositive characteristics.  Sharing their talent, creativity and skills building floats and participating in the 
parades instills pride and community spirit in both the students and parents.  Bands marching in the parades 
have a chance to offer scholarships to students to help further their education.  It is a win‐win partnership 
with the schools, community and BorderFest .
Overall Revenue and Expense Budget

Expenses: $3,000 for printing Curriculum Guides and DVD’s and purchasing Hawaiian items plus 
$4,000 to bring Hawaiian Artist in Residence to provide the Theatre in Education Program in the schools, 
h h H ii d d f f t d t t f t B d F t t d ichoreograph Hawaiian dances and performance for students to perform at BorderFest on stage and in 
parades.  $8,000 scholarships to participating high school bands.   

Revenue: A second sponsor BBVA Compass Bank came into the Education/Curriculum program . 
Sponsors for the education program in the amount of $13,500.00.  And the Comic Book was printed  in kind 
by a media sponsor.  However, most revenue to BorderFest from the Education Program comes in the form 
of smiles on participant’s faces, the value to the community in the form of education, and the wonderful 
experiences that the kids get to enjoy.

/Attendance/Number of Participants
Three school districts, for students K‐8th grades.  Combined, the three school districts included more 

than 7,000 students.  18 elementary school floats and 8 High School Bands participated in the parades.  
Overall 89,928 spectators enjoyed the students performing over the four day BorderFest weekend.



Measurable Results
Results to BorderFest from the Education Program comes in the form of smiles on participant’s 

faces, the value to the community in the form of education, and the wonderful experiences that the 
children get to enjoy.  It is immeasurable.   More than 5,700 students were able to attend the BorderFest
field trips, many of them who would not have been able to otherwise. Added one new sponsor and onefield trips, many of them who would not have been able to otherwise.  Added one new sponsor and one 
new media partner.

The Artist in Residence, Rene Park, spent one full day in each elementary school K‐5th grade over a 
period of 2 ½ weeks.  Her 45 minute presentation took place every 45 minutes from 8:15 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m. During each interactive presentation, Rene introduced Hawaiian culture and history of Hawaii.  She 
continued by making a comparison between Hawaii, North America and Mexico.

In the Jr. High and High Schools she taught the students traditional Hawaiian dances that they 
performed in traditional Hawaiian costumes made by the students and parents in the four parades and inperformed in traditional Hawaiian costumes made by the students and parents in the four parades and in 
the International Tent and she gave the audience a brief on Hawaiian history and heritage of dance 
traditions.  Over all she was able to work with more than 7,000 students.

An added measurable result came from the Hidalgo ISD elementary schools. BorderFest’smission 
statement says BorderFest is dedicated to the celebration of the diverse and unique cultural and musical 
heritage of South Texas and the border area, and to the perpetuation of that heritage through musical 
performances, the arts, entertainment, education and participation”.  The Hidalgo schools have now begun 
t h ld th i C lt l F i h i M ith th h th t h th hild th illto hold their own Cultural Fair each year in May with the hopes that when the children grow up, they will 
be more open to and appreciative of other cultures

We continue to hear from the children, parents, educators, administrators, school board 
members and the community at large about the unbelievable value that the BorderFest Education 
Program provides and how much their children are learning about other cultures, fully expanding that bi‐
national, bi‐cultural and bilingual world in which many of our students function. 

The BorderFest Education Programming continues to be a huge success.  Children that may have 
never been to BorderFest were able to enjoy it in the classroom and at the festival.  Students experienced 
the thrill of performing at BorderFest on stage and roaming through the crowds.  And, while Hawaii is 
geographically distant from South Texas, the ideas and goals behind the educational programming and 
community outreach for the city of Hidalgo’s BorderFest was successful in Illustrating the differences and 
similarities between the regions through the arts, group activities, fun and memorable experiences and  
teacher developed interactive curriculum.



Best Education Program
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before?  Were your updates/changes 
successful?

This year, BorderFest 2011 enhanced its education component and community outreach by 
partnering with Hidalgo ISD and Valley View ISD Curriculum Directors and Teachers to write the curriculum to 
meet the State of Texas accepted standards.  To fully engage our theme in 2010 “Celebrating Hawaii” 
BorderFest added or enhanced several new educational components to the festival. 
∙ IncludedPharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System in the Curriculum Program.
∙ Teachers from Hidalgo ISD and Valley View ISD wrote the curriculum.
∙ Printed second edition of a comic book to enhance the learning experience about Hawaii that students are 
exposed to featuring BorderFest’smascot Pepper.   Media Sponsor Valley Town Crier printed 30,000 of the 
comic books and had a booth at the festival where they handed them out to children.y
∙ Touches of Hawaii were interwoven throughout the grounds and in the Hawaiian Island area that was built 
to enhance the educational and entertainment experience celebrating Hawaii this year.  The excitement was 
on when the gates opened, and the excitement, fun and learning never let up.  Hawaiian  dancers, musicians, 
artists and craftsmen filled the islands with music and island fun.  
∙ Added a Volunteer Committee to the Field Trip Days. 
∙ Invited “Artist in Residence” professional dancer and event producer Rene Park from Hawaii to provide 
“Theater in Education” programs for students K‐5th grade For the lower grades K‐5th.Theater in Education  programs for students K 5 grade.  For the lower grades K 5

BorderFest Education Committee Chairpersons met with school districts administration a year in 
advance to coordinate the development of the new curriculum and programs for Hawaii and BorderFest .  
Teachers from both districts were paired off to write curriculum for K‐2nd, 3rd – 5th, and 6th – 8th grades.  The 
curriculum guides included grade specific information about Hawaii’s history and culture.  Each teacher from 
K‐8 received a curriculum guide accompanied with a CD version to facilitate the printing of activities and 
worksheets.  

Measurable results were: three school districts Hidalgo ISD Valley View ISD and Pharr Oratory ofMeasurable results were:  three school districts, Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD, and Pharr Oratory of 
St. Philip Neri School System participated in the BorderFest Education Program for students K‐8th grades.  
Combined, the three school districts included more than 7,700 students.  In addition 18 elementary school 
floats were entered in the parade, 8 High School Bands marched in the parades.  Overall 89,928 spectators 
enjoyed the students performing over the four day BorderFest weekend.

Results to BorderFest from the Education Program comes in the form of smiles on participant’s 
faces, the value to the community in the form of education, and the wonderful experiences that the children 

j I i i bl M h 5 700 bl d h fi ld i W i hget to enjoy.  It is immeasurable. More than 5,700 were able to attend the field trips. We continue to hear 
from the children, parents, educators, administrators, school board members and the community at large 
about the unbelievable value that the BorderFest Education Program provides and how much their children 
are learning about other cultures,  fully expanding that bi‐national, bi‐cultural and bilingual world in which 
many of our  students function. 



BorderFest Curriculum
BorderFest scored high on this 5th year expanded project.  More than 

7,700 students and 400 teachers and administrators experienced and learned 
first hand about Hawaii and Hawaiian culture with the BorderFest curriculum 
guides. The three school districts, Hidalgo Independent School District, Valley 
View Independent School District and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip , participating 
in this educational experience include four communities: Hidalgo, Pharr, San 
Juan and Granjeno.  BorderFest Association is dedicated to the education and 
cultural enrichment  of the students in Hidalgo and the surrounding areas.  
This year, the BorderFest Association and school district administration 
coordinated with teachers to write the curriculum for Hawaii and BorderFest .  
Teachers from both school districts were paired off to write curriculum for K‐2nd,p ,
3rd‐5th, and 6th‐8th grade students.  With the supervision of the Curriculum Directors from both school 
districts, the teachers were able to develop a curriculum guide for each group level addressing specific 
information about Hawaii’s history and culture.  The collaboration of teachers and school districts exemplified 
a total team effort of educators supporting the community and BorderFest .  

The Curriculum Guide is divided into four sections covering interesting “Facts About Hawaii”, 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade, 3rd grade through 5th grade, and 6th grade through 8th grade.  Within each 
section are applications for the Texas educational standards including English/Language Arts Math Sciencesection are applications for the Texas educational standards including English/Language Arts, Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Fine Arts, Health/Wellness and others.  The grade specific sections are designed to reduce 
preparation time and enhance student’s classroom experience.  In addition, there are helpful resource 
materials, historical and geographical models, and other information to bring Hawaii to life for the students.   
All K‐8th teachers, administrators, support staff and central office administrators were given a copy of the 
curriculum guide along with a CD version to use for the purpose of educating all students from Hidalgo ISD, 
Valley View ISD and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System about Hawaii and BorderFest . More than 
7 700 students had an opportunity to learn firsthand about Hawaii experience the Hawaiian culture and get a7,700 students had an opportunity to learn firsthand about Hawaii, experience the Hawaiian culture and get a 
taste of BorderFest 2011.

Feedback from the teachers, administrators, parents and students has been very positive and they are 
already asking what next year’s theme will be so they can be prepared ahead of time. BorderFest’smission 
statement says BorderFest is dedicated to the celebration of the diverse and unique cultural and musical 
heritage of South Texas and the border area, and to the perpetuation of that heritage through musical 
performances, the arts, entertainment, education and participation”. 

A dd d bl l f h Hid l ISD l h l Th Hid l h l hAn added measurable result came from the Hidalgo ISD elementary schools.   The Hidalgo schools have 
now begun to hold their own Cultural Fair each year in May with the hopes that when the children grow up, 
they will be more open to and appreciative of other cultures.  According to the former School Superintendent 
Eduardo Cancino the event marks the culmination of a joint effort between the school district and the 
community and is an outgrowth of BorderFest which has fostered a deeper respect in the city for cultures all 
over the world.  In addition, several surrounding districts are asking for information about the program and 
are making plans to  participate in 2011 when BorderFest “Celebrates  Puerto Rico”.





REDISCOVERING ENERGY



 

 

 

GDF SUEZ Energy Resources believes in the importance of education 

and we support the City of Hidalgo in its efforts to teach students 

about the culture and heritage all over the world. Myself and everyone 

at GDF SUEZ is proud to be a part of Hidalgo’s 35th BorderFest as 

together, we ‘Celebrate Hawaii’. 

 

 

Robert A. “Bob” Wilson 

President & CEO 
GDF SUEZ Energy Resources NA 



SURF ‘N HAWAII           
 
Hawaii is the newest of the 50 United States (August 21, 1959), and is the only U.S. state made 
up entirely of islands.  Hawaii’s natural beauty, warm tropical climate, inviting waters and waves, 
and active volcanoes make it a popular destination for tourists, surfers, biologists, and 
volcanologists alike. Due to its mid-Pacific location, Hawaii has many North American and Asian 
influences along with its own vibrant native culture. Hawaii has over a million permanent 
residents along with many visitors and     U. S. military personnel.  Its capital is Honolulu on the 
island of O’ahu. 
 
The fresh, floral air will energize you.  The warm, tranquil waters will refresh you.  The 
breathtaking, natural beauty will renew you.  Just look around.  There’s no place on earth like 
Hawaii.  Six unique islands offer distinct experiences that will entice travelers. 
 
Kauai is Hawaii’s fourth largest island and is sometimes called the “Garden Isla,” which is an 
entirely accurate description. 
 
Sometimes called “The Gathering Place,” Oahu certainly lives up to its name.  The third largest 
Hawaiian island is home to the majority of Hawaii’s diverse population, a fusion of east and west 
cultures rooted in the values and traditions of the Native Hawaiian people.   
 
Molokai, Hawaii’s fifth-largest island is only 38 miles long and 10 miles across at its widest point.  
With unspoiled country and untouched beaches, no skyscrapers or stoplights Molokai is home 
to the highest sea cliffs in the world and Hawaii’s longest continuous reef. 
 
The smallest inhabited island in Hawaii, Lanai offers stunning views atop pine-lined Munro Trail, 
romantic Hulopoe Bay to watch the acrobatic spinner dolphins, serenity, adventure and 
intimacy. 
 
The second largest Hawaiian island has a smaller population than you’d expect, making Maui 
popular with visitors.  It is called “The Magic Isle” for its countless waterfalls, whale watching, 
small towns, and breath taking views.   
 
It’s easy to feel small on Hawaii’s Big Island. From the molten magma flowing from Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park to the snow-capped heights of Maunakea; from the green rainforests 
of the Hamakua Coast to the jet-black sands of Punaluu Beach; Hawaii’s Big Island is an 
unrivaled expression of the power of nature. 
 
BorderFest 2011 welcomes you to join us in “Celebrating Hawaii” as this years’ festival 
celebrates the customs, color, charm and charisma of Hawaii. You’re invited to join Hidalgo’s 
35th BorderFest March 3 – March 6, 2011as we “Celebrate Hawaii”.  Aloha! 
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Hawaii Fun Facts and Trivia 

Hawaii is the most isolated population center on Earth. It is 2,390 miles (3,850 km) from 
California, 3,850 miles (6,195 km) from Japan and 4,900 miles (7,885 km) from China. 

The state of Hawaii consists of eight larger, populated islands (with the exception of the 
island of Kahoolawe, which is not populated) and 124 small, uninhabited islands, reefs 
and atolls stretching from the Nihoa, located about 280 miles (450 km) northwest of 
Honolulu, all the way to the Kure Atoll, located further northwest.  

The Hawaiian archipelago spans the distance of 1,524 miles (2,451 km) making Hawaii 
the longest island chain in the world. 

The highest recorded temperature in Hawaii is 100 degrees Fahrenheit (37.8 C), 
measured in Pahala on April 27, 1931, and the lowest is 12 degrees Fahrenheit (-11.1 
C), measured on Mauna Kea on May 17, 1979. (The lowest temperature under 3,000 
feet (914 m) altitude was 56 F/13.3 C). Among all the 49 continental United States 
(except Alaska), Hawaii has both the highest state minimum of 12 F (-11.1 C) and the 
lowest state maximum of 100 F (37.8 C). (Alaska’s highest recorded temperature is also 
100 F/37.8 C). Hawaii’s average daytime temperature in July is 82 F (27.7 C) and the 
average daytime temperature in January is 72 F (22.2 C).  

Hawaii was the 50th state admitted to the union on August 20, 1959.  

By a legislative act, Hawaii became officially known as the “Aloha State” in 1959. 

When measured from east to west, Hawaii is the widest state in the United States. 

Hawaii has the highest population density in the United States. 

Hawaii is the only U.S. state that grows coffee. Coffee plantations in Hawaii make up 
6,200 acres. In 2003, 8.5 million pounds of coffee were produced.  

Sugar is mainly produced on Maui and Kauai, on altogether 70,000 acres. In 2002, 
340,000 tons of raw sugar were produced. One ton of water is needed to make a pound 
of sugar.  

Hawaii produces about 320,000 tons of pineapple each year.  

Hiram Fong of Hawaii was the first Asian-American in the Unites States Senate. Fong is 
a descendant from Chinese immigrants and was elected to the Senate in 1959. 

In the 2000 census, more than 20 percent of Hawaii’s population claimed multi-ethnic 
backgrounds, far more than any other U.S. state. 
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Hawaii has its own time zone. It’s called Hawaiian Standard Time. There is no daylight 
savings time in Hawaii, which means that in summer, Hawaii is two hours behind the 
U.S. West Coast, while in winter, Hawaii is three hours behind the U.S. West Coast. 

The state of Hawaii has four counties: City and county of Honolulu, Kauai, Maui and 
Hawaii (the Big Island).  

The Hawaiian alphabet consists of only twelve letters:                                                  
The five vowels are A,E, I, O,U.                                                                                           
And the seven consonants are H,K,L,M,N,P,W. 

Hawaii is the only U.S. state whose land area is increasing (from volcanic eruptions). 

Hawaii is the only U.S. state whose majority of people are non-white.  

Among all U.S. states, Hawaii has the highest percentage of women in the workforce, 
about 63 percent as of 2003. 

More birds have become extinct in Hawaii than in any other part of the world. A total of 
26 species died out and 27 more are endangered by changes in their natural habitats, 
forest destruction, mongooses and man. 

The Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge northwest of Kauai is the world’s largest 
bird sanctuary. It is home to many seabirds. 

Hawaii had the oldest newspaper west of the Rocky Mountains – the Sandwich Island 
Gazette, 1836-1839. 

Hawaii has the highest number of married couples living with others, mainly because 
Hawaii has the lowest percentage of home ownership.  

Hawaii has the highest life expectancy in the United States. Life expectancy for males is 
75, for females 80 years.  

Hawaii has the fewest overweight people in the United States. About 19.7 percent of 
Hawaii residents are overweight, compared to about 30 percent on the mainland. 

Island flowers and colors used to represent each island.  

o Niihau - Pupu Shell - White  
o Kauai - Mokihana (Green Berry) - Purple  
o Oahu - Ilima -Yellow  
o Maui - Lokelani (Pink Cottage Rose) - Pink  
o Molokai - White Kukui Blossom - Green  
o Lanai - Kaunaoa (Yellow and Orange Air Plant) - Orange  
o Kahoolawe - Hinahina (Beach Heliotrope) - Grey  
o Big Island of Hawaii - Lehua Ohia - Red  
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Oahu Fun Facts 

Honolulu is the “largest” city in the world. That’s because Hawaii’s 
state constitution states that any island not named as belonging to 
a county belongs to Honolulu. This makes the entire island of 
Oahu, where Honolulu is located, plus all the other small, 
uninhabited islands, known as the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, 
part of Honolulu. Honolulu is about 1,500 miles (2,414 km) long. Or 
in other words, it spans the distance from Los Angeles, California, 
to Denver, Colorado. 

Oahu is home to the world’s largest wind generator. The windmill is located on the top 
of a 20-story tower. It has two blades, each measuring 400 feet (122 m) in length.  

Foster Botanical Garden near Iolani Palace was built in 1855, which makes it the oldest 
garden in Hawaii.  

Waikiki attracts 72,000 visitors on any given day. That’s as much as 44 percent of all 
tourists present in the entire state of Hawaii. 

Iolani Palace, located in downtown Honolulu, is the only royal palace in the United 
States. 

Electric lights illuminated Iolani Palace four years before the White house had them. 

Honolulu is the second most expensive city in the United States, after Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

Maui Fun Facts 

Haleakala Crater on the island of Maui is the world's largest 
dormant volcano. 

Hawaii has many plants that are endemic to the islands. One of the 
best-known is the Haleakala silversword on Maui, which only 
grows in a 1,000 ha (2,471 acre) area at an elevation of 6,890 to 

9,843 feet (2,100 to 3,000 m) within the Haleakala National Park. The silversword 
flowers only once at the end of its lifetime. It takes about 15 to 50 years to grow. 

Hawaii has the oldest school west of the Rocky Mountains. It was founded in Lahaina in 
1831. 

The famous Road to Hana on Maui’s north shore is a 55-mile long, narrow road and 
features 617 curves and 26 bridges. It has some of the most breathtaking oceanfront  
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Kauai Fun Facts 

The island of Kauai is home to the wettest spot on Earth. The 
average yearly rainfall on Mt. Waialeale is about 397 inches (10 
m). 

Kauai is home to Waimea Canyon, also known as the “Grand 
Canyon of the Pacific.” It measures about 3,000 feet (914 m) in depth and 12 miles 
(19.3 km) in length.  

Kauai is the oldest of the main Hawaiian Islands. It’s over six million years old. 

By law, no building on Kauai is allowed to be built taller than a palm tree. 

Kauai, also known as the “Garden Isle,” is famous for its jagged green mountains, 
white-sand beaches and tropical landscapes. More than 60 Hollywood movies have 
been filmed here, including Jurassic Park, Outbreak, Blue Hawaii and the TV shows 
Fantasy Island and Gilligan’s Island.  

Big Island Fun Facts 

Not only is the Big Island the largest of all the Hawaiian Islands, 
but it’s also home to the largest contiguous ranch in the United 
States. Parker Ranch near Kamuela is 480,000 acres big. 

Ka Lae on the Big Island of Hawaii is the southernmost point in the 
United States. Visit here and you’ll notice a constant 27 knots per hour wind blowing 
east to west, 24 hours per day and 365 days per year. 

Kilauea volcano on the Big Island is one of the largest and most active volcanoes in the 
world.  

The Big Island’s Mauna Kea is the tallest mountain in the world when measured from its 
base at the ocean floor. It rises 13,796 feet (4,205 m) above sea level and another 
17,000 feet (5,181 m) extend to its base below the ocean’s surface. 

The Big Island of Hawaii is home to the world’s biggest telescope. It’s located on the top 
of Mauna Kea. The Mauna Kea Observatory is at an altitude of 13,796 feet (4,205 m).  

Lake Waiau on the Big Island is the third highest lake in the United States and one of 
the world's highest alpine lakes. It’s located at an altitude of 13,020 feet (3,968 m). Lake 
Waiau is 12,000 years old and the only glacially formed lake in the mid-Pacific Ocean.  

The Big Island of Hawaii is the worldwide leader in harvesting macadamia nuts and 
orchids. 
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Molokai Fun Facts 

Molokai’s north shore is home to the world’s largest sea cliffs 
(more than 3,000 ft/914 m high), Hawaii’s longest waterfall (Kahiwa 
Falls – 2,165 ft/660 m tall) and Hawaii’s longest white-sand beach 
(Papohaku Beach – about 3 miles (4.8 km) long). 

Kalaaupapa on Molokai was once a leper colony. It was administered by Father 
Damien, a Flemish Catholic missionary, who later died of leprosy himself in 1889. 

There are no traffic lights or shopping malls on Molokai. 

The largest rubber-lined water reservoir in the world is in Kualapuu. It can hold over one 
billion gallons of water.  

The first Hawaiian fossils were discovered in sandstone at the Moomomi Dunes. 

Lanai Fun Facts 

The island of Lanai was once the home of the world's largest 
pineapple plantations. At one point, the island was producing 75 
percent of the world's pineapple.  

In ancient times, it was assumed that evil spirits rule the island of 
Lanai. Kaululaau, a young man and son of a Maui chief was sent to Lanai to investigate 
the island and deem it free of evil spirits to make it suitable for settling. 

Lanai has only three paved roads.  

Kahoolawe Fun Facts 

The island of Kahoolawe was once used as a target by the United 
States Navy and Air Force. It is uninhabited and up until today, it is 
off-limits to visitors. Kahoolawe has been returned to the state in 
1994 and is currently being cleaned up by the U.S. government.  

On March 18, 1981, Kahoolawe was added to the National Register of Historic Places. 
At that time, the island was home to 544 recorded archaeological 
or historic sites. 

Niihau Fun Facts 

Niihau is Hawaii’s “Forbidden Isle.” It’s a privately-owned island 
and access by the general public is highly limited. The island’s 
population is 230. 
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Niihau is owned by the Robinson family, whose ancestors bought it from King 
Kamehameha IV over 100 years ago. One can only visit it by invitation from the owners 
or one of the Native Hawaiians who live there.  

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Fun Facts 

The coral reefs in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands make up about 70 percent of all 
the reefs in the United States.  

The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are a National Monument since June 15, 2006, 
when George W. Bush issued a public proclamation that created the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands National Monument under the Antiquities Act of 1906. The Monument 
includes all islands and surrounding waters, making it the largest marine wildlife reserve 
in the world. It encompasses 139,000 square miles of ocean. That's about the size of 
California.  

The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are home to more than 7,000 marine species, a 
quarter of which are found nowhere else in the world. One such marine species are the 
approximately 1,400 surviving Hawaiian monk seals, which is the entire population of 
this endangered species. The archipelago is also the breeding ground for 90 percent of 
the endangered Hawaiian green sea turtle. Huge schools of fish, many seabirds and an 
enormous coral reef can also be found on these islands. 

www.to-hawaii.com 
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Topography 
 
Hawaii is best known as the 
Aloha State.  It is the 47th largest 
state in the United States, 
covering a land area of 6,423 
square miles.  Hawaii is 
composed of eight major islands, 
and is divided into five counties.  
These islands are Maui, Oahu, 
Kauai, Molokai, Lanai, Niihau, 
and Kahoolawe.  Three out of 
four Hawaiians live on the island 
of Oahu, even though Oahu is 
not the biggest island in Hawaii.   
The capital of Hawaii  is 
Honolulu.   
 

 
 
The islands of Hawaii are named 
by Hawaii Loa, their legendary 
discoverer, or Hawaii may be 
based on "Owhyhee", the native 
word for homeland.  Hawaii is a 
tropical paradise destination for 
tourists from all over the world, 
and is closed to Mount Waialeale, 
fabled as the wettest place on 
Earth.  The moist climate plus 
Hawaii's geographic and 
reproductive isolation, means that 
many of the flowering plants 
found in Hawaii today do not 

grow naturally anywhere else on 
Earth.  Flora aside, Hawaii is a 
land of smoking volcanoes, black 
sand volcanic beaches, and 
majestic vistas.  The largest 
island of Hawaii continues to 
grow in size due to active 
volcanoes such as Kilauea, and 
the island of Molokai features the 
world's tallest sea cliffs, rising 
more than 2,000 feet from the 
water's edge.  The sport of 
surfing was introduced to the 
world by Duke Kahanamoku 
during the early 20th century. 
Surfing has become the most 
famous sport of the Hawaiian 
island.   Hawaii is located in the 
Pacific Ocean, about 1470 miles 
north of the Equator.  The 
Hawaiian islands are joined by 
the Pacific Ocean and Alaska on 
the north, by the Pacific Ocean 
and American Samoa on the 
south, by the Pacific Ocean and 
California on the east, and by the 
Pacific Ocean and Taiwan on the 
west. 
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Geology 
 
The Hawaiian Islands are located near 
the middle of the "Pacific Plate" on top 
of a 'hot spot.' This Pacific Plate is most 
of the time moving northwestward at a 
rate of several centimeters per year, 
about the same rate as your fingernails 
grow. This constant northwestward 
movement of the Pacific Plate over a 
local volcanic "hot spot," or plume, has 
produced a series of islands, one after 
another in assembly line fashion. The 
result is a chain of volcanic islands that 
consists of eight major islands and 124 
islets stretching from the Big Island of 
Hawaii along a northwest line for 1,500 
miles toward Japan and the Aleutian 
Islands of Alaska. In total, the islands 
spread across an area of 6,459 square 
miles.  
 
Hawaii’s big island is currently the 
largest landmass in the Hawaiian island 
chain. The eight major islands at the 
western end of the chain are, from west 
to east, Ni'ihau, Kauai`i, O`ahu, 
Moloka`i, Lana`i, Kaho`olawe, Maui, and 
the Big Island of Hawaii. 
 
Hawaii is also the youngest island in this 
chain, and it began over a million years 
ago as five separate volcanoes on the 
ocean floor. As the five volcanoes 
erupted time and time again, they 
created thin new sheets of lava spread 
upon the old, building over and over 
until the volcanic heads emerged from 
the sea. These mountains often have 
flows that overlapped the other 
mountain's flows, and eventually the five 

peaks would become the single island 
we see today. First the Kohala 
Mountains formed as they sat over the 
'hot spot' in the plate. But as the plate 
shifted, so did the location of the rising 
magma, moving to Mauna Kea, 
Hualalai, Mauna Loa, and eventually 
Kilauea. Even now there is a new 
seamount, named Lo'ihi, which is also 
forming off the southeast coast of the 
Big Island. In another 50,000 years or 
so, it too may become the next 
Hawaiian island, or it may even join to 
become the sixth peak of the Big Island. 
Currently, only the volcanic remnants of 
Kohala are completely extinct, never to 
erupt again. The rest of the volcanoes 
on the Big Island aren't done yet. You 
may consider this a history lesson that's 
still evolving. 
Mauna Loa, the Big Island’s largest 
volcano makes up approximately 51% of 
the island, and most people still have a 
surprisingly hard time finding it when 
they are here. Mauna Loa means “Long 
Mountain” the name is given due to its 
large shield shape. This shape makes it 
difficult to distinguish Mauna Loa as an 
actual mountain.  
 
The name “shield volcano,” which is 
what all the islands in Hawaii are, 
comes from a perceived resemblance to 
the shape of a warrior’s shield. Molten 
lava rises from a hot spot in the earth’s 
crust, erupts through various vents and 
rifts on the surface, and proceeds to 
move down the  
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slopes toward the ocean, building up 
layer upon layer over millions of years. 
Kilauea Volcano, the world’s most active 
volcano and home to the fire-goddess, 
Pele, is located on the eastern slopes of 
Mauna Loa. Many believed Kilauea to 
be a vent of Mauna Loa, but today we 
know it has its own magma chamber 
and is completely separate from its 
larger cousin next door. Mauna Kea is 
the other major volcano on the island 
making up about 25% of the island’s 
total landmass. Mauna Kea is easier to 
spot than Mauna Loa, often recognized 
in winter months by its snowy cap, 
brought up the name Mauna Kea - 
meaning “White Mountain.” Reaching a 
total elevation of some 33,000 feet from 
the sea floor, of which only 13,780 feet 
exist above sea level, the mountain is 
the highest point in the Pacific Ocean 
and the world’s tallest mountain from 
base to summit.  
 
The other Big Island’s volcanic 
mountains are Hualalai in Kailua-Kona 
on the west side of the island and 
Kohala on the northwest tip of the 
island. Kohala is the oldest mountain on 
the island and shows much more 
geological wear than its younger 
counterparts. The amazing sea cliffs 
found in Kohala today were likely 
caused by a giant landslide some 
200,000 years ago.   
 
Two distinctly different types of lava flow 
in the island: Pahoehoe and A’a.  Most 
of the lava that erupts in the islands 
begins its life as Pahoehoe. Along its 
journey a variety of factors can make it 
change into A'a. The thickness of the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lava and how the path resists, can make 
this change occur. The thicker the 
Pahoehoe flow, the less resistance is 
required to turn it into A'a because it is 
moving so slowly. On the other hand, 
the thinner and more free flowing the 
Pahoehoe flow, the harder it is to 
encounter the amount of resistance  
 
required to turn it into A'a. Once a 
Pahoehoe flow has transitioned to A'a, 
there is no going back. Pahoehoe can 
turn into A'a, but A'a can never turn into 
Pahoehoe. 
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Flora and Fauna 
 

Due to the isolation of the Hawaiian 
Islands, there are many plants and 
animals that evolved here into separate 
species. 

As man began to occupy the islands, 
they brought with them the flora and 
fauna from their native lands. Many of 
these species were well adapted to their 
new location and began to push out the 
indigent species. This process was 
accelerated by the arrival of Captain 
Cook and his followers. Today Hawaii 
has many different species and there is 
a continuing effort to save them. The 
Governmental agricultural inspections at 
points of entry aggressively work at 
keeping out unwanted species. The best 
example is the fact that Hawaii has no 
indigent snakes and the few that can be 
found are under continuous eradication 
programs. 

Hawaii has few native mammals and 
most of the islands' interiors are 
inhabited by wild pigs, horses, sheep, 
and goats brought by early settlers. 

It’s on Maui that you are most likely to 
see the endangered nene goose and 
the rare silversword plant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haleakala is the habitat for both. Maui is 
also known as the best island for 
viewing humpback whales on their 
yearly migration route to their birthing 
grounds. 

Kauai has the largest number of native 
bird species in Hawaii. It is the only 
major island free of mongoose, which 
prey upon the eggs of ground-nesting 
birds. Of Hawaii’s two native mammals, 
the hoary bat lives in Kokee State Park 
while the Hawaiian monk seal 
occasionally hauls out and suns itself on 
some of the island’s more isolated 
beaches. Wild pigs, goats, and black-
tailed deer are non-native mammals that 
are hunted.The most common tree in 
Kauai forests is the ohia lehua. Koa, 
guava, kiawe and kukui trees are also 
plentiful. 

On the Big Island, wild horses roam in 
Waipio Valley, feral cattle graze on the 
slopes of Mauna Kea, while wild pigs, 
goats, and sheep are found in the 
interior. 

Lanai is one of Hawaiian islands that 
has suffered the greatest loss of its 
native forests, plants, and birds. Lanai 
has about 8000 axis deer, descendants 
from a herd of eight originally brought to 
Molokai from India in 1868. 

The two most dominant forest types on 
Molokai are kiawe in the dryer areas, 
and ohia lehua in the wetter areas. 
Along the banks of streams, once 
heavily cultivated with taro, forests of 
kukui and guava now dominate. Guava 
is considered a "pest" in Hawaii as they 
tend to take over any area where they 
are found, choking out other growth. 
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Oahu has wild pigs and goats in its 
mountain valleys. Brush-tailed rock-
wallabies, accidentally released in 1916, 
live in the Kalihi Valley. Although rarely 
seen, the wallabies are of interest to 
zoologists because they may be an 
extinct subspecies in their native 
Australia. 

Oahu has some great botanical 
gardens. Foster Garden and the Lyon 
Arboretum both have unique native and 
exotic species, some of which have 
disappeared from the wild. 

 
Protected Areas 
 

Akaka Falls State Park is a state 
protected park on Hawaii’s island. 

The park is about 11 miles (18 km) north 
from Hilo.  It includes ʻAkaka Falls, a 
422 feet (129 m) tall waterfall. ʻAkaka in 
the Hawaiian language means "A rent, 
split, chink, The accessible portion of 
the park lies high on the right shoulder 
of the deep gorge into which the 
waterfall plunges, and the falls can be 
viewed from several points along a loop 
trail through the park.  

 

 

 

 
 
Kahaluʻu Bay is a historic district and 
popular recreation area on the Kona 
coast of the Big Island of Hawaii.  This 
area has been populated for almost 500 
years, and in the 18th and 19th 
centuries was an important royal 
residence. One major feature is Pa o ka 
menehune (which means literally "wall 
of the ancients), a breakwater 
constructed in Ancient Hawaii that might 
have once enclosed the entire bay. The 
Kuʻemanu Heiau is on the north end of 
the bay. This was used by royalty to 
view surfing and as a residence. Nearby 
the Keawaiki canoe landing site is 
popular today with local surfers.   Across 
Aliʻi Drive from the bay are the stone 
ruins of the original Helani Church built 
in 1861 by Rev. John D. Paris. On the 
grounds of a former Kahuna’s house, a 
Catholic church officially called "Saint 
Peter's by the Sea" was built in 1880 on  
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La’aloa bay, and then moved to its 
present location in 1912, run by the 
Saint Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church Parish. It is most   common 
known as "the little blue church", and is 
used as a landmark for canoe races. 
 

 
Puʻukoholā Heiau National Historic 
Site is a United States National Historic 
Site located on the northwestern coast 
of the island of Hawai’i. The site 
contains the National Historic Landmark 
ruins of the last major Ancient Hawaiian 
temple, and other historic sites.  
Puʻukoholā Heiau meaning "Temple on 
the Hill of the Whale" was the result, 
probably on the site of an older temple 
from about 1580.  It was built entirely by 
hand with no mortar, in less than a year. 
The red stones were transported by a 
human chain about 14 miles long, from 
Pololu Valley to the East. Construction 
was supervised by Kamehameha's 
brother Keli’imaika’i, involving 
thousands of people. 
 

 
Climate 
 

Hawaii is mostly close to the equator, 
making the islands stay nicely warmed. 
On clear sky days, the sun can be very 
intense, so it is recommended you use 
hats and sunscreen to avoid negative 
effects. 

Hawaii is one of the greenest places on 
Earth thanks to the giving rains. Every 
day, it rains somewhere on the islands 
and it is common to see light rainfall 
while the sun is shining brightly. 

Because Hawaii sits on the edge of a 
tropical zone, the islands are prone to 
strong trade winds and an occasional 
tropical storm. Although hurricanes are 
rare, the islands are vulnerable to 
Pacific Ocean storms generated to the 
north. In some cases, the islands will 
only experience the “aftershock” of 
storms with heavy  rains and enormous 
waves. Flash flooding may occur during  
heavy rains in the wet season, although 
damaging floods are rare. Only four 
hurricanes have been recorded in the 
islands since 1957.   
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Hawaii has only two seasons; summer 
(from May to September) and winter 
(from October to April). The early 
Hawaiians named them kau, the warm 
season (that’s when the sun is almost 
directly overhead and winds blow from 
the northeast) and ho‘olio, the cooler 
season (when the sun is lower, the 
winds are more variable and there is 
more rainfall).    

If you’re visiting from a landlocked area, 
you’ll feel the moisture in the air 
immediately upon landing. Visitors from 
typically dry areas, such as Colorado, 
may notice a changed in their skin, or 
that their hair may take longer to dry 
after a shower or ocean swim. The 
Hawaiian Islands fair well with 
comfortably moderate humidity levels 
diminished easily by cooling trade 
winds. On rare occasions when the 
trade winds are absent, humidity can 
make the air feel a bit thick. Humidity 
may vary slightly on a daily basis, with 
an average of 63% humidity in Honolulu, 
and between varying climate zones and 
elevation. Thanks to the help of active 
sea breezes, the cloud cover in Hawaii 
does not usually stay put for very long. 
Clouds tend to hang above the 
mountains, drop rain and move on. If 
you notice that it began to cloud up in 
the islands, don’t worry. Chances are 
they’ll be on their way shortly. And if you 
happen to get caught in a sudden 
downpour or light rain, rest assured that 
it may clear up within minutes.  

Hawaii’s mild climate, beautiful scenery, 
warm ocean, and gentle breezes make 
it the perfect vacation destination. 
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Topography – Directions: Have the children color and decorate the flag of Hawaii. 
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Topography - Directions:  Have the children look at various maps of Hawaii.  Point out 
the major cities and then have them color code the map. 
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Directions:  For 1st and 2nd grade, have students label and color code the main cities of Hawaii 
and the State Capital. 
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Geology – Directions:  Using the Internet, the TTW show students pictures of the 
famous volcanoes in Hawaii and the two different kinds of lava that flows in the island.  
Then, TT can make a mock volcano that erupts when you mix baking soda and vinegar. 

Materials:  

• Old aluminum pie tin (or baking pan or paper plate)  
• Lots of old newspaper  
• Baking soda (about 3-4 tablespoons)  
• Vinegar (about 1/2 cup)  
• A few drops of liquid dishwashing detergent  
• Small plastic bottle (like a small pop bottle)  
• Modeling clay  
• Funnel  
• Measuring spoon and measuring cup  
• Red food coloring  
• Glitter (optional)  

 
First, put the clean, empty bottle on the aluminum pie plate (or baking pan or paper plate).    
Then, using the modeling clay, make a volcano around the bottle. Leave the area around the top 
of the bottle open and don't get any clay inside the bottle. You can decorate the volcano with 
little twigs, lichens (that look like tiny trees), etc.   Next, using the funnel (make sure it's 
dry), put 3 to 4 tablespoons of baking soda into the bottle. Then add a few drops of 
liquid dishwashing detergent and about a half cup of water. Optional: add a little bit of 
glitter (about half a teaspoon). 
Finally, put a few drops of red food coloring into about one-half of a cup of vinegar.  The 
Eruption: Using the funnel, pour the vinegar mixture into the bottle (then quickly remove the 
funnel).  Your volcano will erupt immediately! When the vinegar reacts with the baking soda, 
carbon dioxide gas is formed and the bubbles push the "lava" out the "volcano." Note:  Be 
prepared for a mess! 
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Flora and Fauna – Have the children create the Hibiscus Hawaii State flower using the 
following materials:  small paper plates, a paper towel tube, and yellow and green 
construction paper. 
 
Directions:  To make the Stem of the flower: Use glue or tape to wrap a piece of green 
construction paper around a paper towel tube. To make the Petals of the flower: trace a 
child's handprints on yellow construction paper. Cut them out. You'll need about 5 
handprints. Then, glue or staple the handprints around the small paper plate to make 
the flower and staple the stem to the flower (you'll have to flatten the top of the paper 
towel tube in order to staple it).  You will have a beautiful Yellow Hibiscus flower. 
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Students can make a Hawaiian flower lei from paper, drinking straws and yarn, or 
just color the flower lei.  When you're finished, you can wear this colorful lei.  

Materials:  

• Thick paper, like cardstock or thick construction paper  
• Drinking straws (two straws for each lei)  
• Yarn (about 2 feet of yarn for each lei)  
• Scissors  
• Optional - paint, markers, glitter  
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Protected Areas – Directions:  These are the three most famous Hawaii’s protected 
areas.  Using the internet, have the students briefly describe each place using different 
descriptive words. 
 

Name:     Picture:   Description: 
Akaka Falls 
State Park 

 

 

Kahaluʻu Bay  

Puʻukoholā 
Heiau National 
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Climate – Directions: Have the students complete the crossword puzzle of the different 
kinds of climate of Hawaii. 
 

N  X  T  S   Z  R  W R  X  E 
D  E  U  R  E  O  A  A  N  B 
N  N  E  T  O   I   N  A  F  S 
 I   S  N  R N   P  C  E  U  N 
W  I   B  F  C   I   I   M  U   I 
W  T  A  F  R  S  M  C  V  A 
C   L   I  R  B  E  N   P  A  R  
 L  E  U  G  R E  W  U  O  L 
R  H  C  L   O U  D  S  S  M 
 I   K  X  U  U  D  L  A  U  H 
 
Clouds     sunscreen 
Hurricane     tropical 
Rain      winter 
Rainfall     zone 
Summer     wind 
Sun      ocean 
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Hawaiian Flower Lei 

 
 
Make a Hawaiian flower lei from paper, drinking straws and yarn. When you're finished, 
you can wear this colorful lei.  

Supplies:  

• Thick paper (cardstock or thick construction paper)  
• A printer  
• Drinking straws (two straws for each lei)  
• Yarn (about 2 feet of yarn for each lei)  
• Scissors  
• Optional - paint, markers, glitter  
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Draw and cut out many flowers from thick paper. (use flower 
template ) 

Poke a tiny hole in the center of each flower (this is where you 
will eventually thread the yarn through them). 

 

Optional: Decorate the flowers with paint or markers. Also, glitter is a nice 
decorative touch. (Work on top of old newspapers to avoid too much of a 
mess.) 

 

Cut a drinking straw into 1 1/2 inch long segments (the exact 
length is not important) - you'll need a segment of straw between 
each flower. 

 

Cut a piece of yarn about 2 feet long. Tie a thick knot at one end of the yarn. 
Thread the smallest flower through the other end of the yarn -- push it down 
to the knot. Then thread a segment of drinking straw -- push it down to the 
small flower.  

 

Continue threading flowers and straw segments. When 
the last flower has been threaded onto the yarn, tie the 
ends of the yarn together to make your necklace.  

 
Name ________________________ 
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EnchantedLearning.com 
Dot to Dot Mystery Map 

Connect the dots to draw the borders of a mystery US state. Then use a globe or atlas 
to figure out which US state you have drawn. 
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Memory Card Game Template 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

DLTK's Custom Memory Cards 

Print 2 sets of memory cards and cut them out. Place memory cards face down. Have 
student pick one card and flip over to see picture. Have student flip another card.  If 
pictures match the student keeps the pair.  If pictures do not match student must return 
cards face down.  The one with the most cards wins the game. This game may be 
played with 1-3 students.  

If you would like to make your cards more durable you may want to print them on 
heavier weight paper and laminate. 
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Hawaiian Word and Picture Bingo Game 

DLTK's Custom Bingo Cards 

Directions: Use the following picture or word cards and blank bingo template  to make 
your own bingo cards.  You can use spare coins or buttons for markers. 

You may want to laminate the bingo cards after you print them.  You can also print the 
call sheet on heavier paper or glue the page to a piece of cardboard before you cut the 
call pieces out.  These two suggestions will allow you to use these bingo cards for 
many, many games. 

Have fun! 
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H a w a i i 
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A L O H A 
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Pineapple Bananas Coconut Palm Tree Hibiscus 

Nene Lizard Snail Turtle Dolphine 

Whale Shark Fish Octopus Coral Reef 

Sea Shell Sand Castle Playing Bathing Suit Sun 

Wave Sailboat Surfing Sailing Volcano 

Shirt Shorts Hawaiian Girl Hula Dancer Islands 
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 Coconut Tree Paper Craft 

DLTK's Crafts for Kids 
A simple cut and paste craft for young children. 

Materials: 

 printer,paper, scissors, glue, colors   
  

 

Instructions: 

 Print out coconut tree template. 
   

 Color (where appropriate) and cut out the template pieces.  
     

 Glue the trunk onto a background piece of paper .   
    

 Glue the leaves onto the trunk. 
    

 Glue the coconuts onto the leaves.  

41
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Ocean Mobile 

DLTK's Crafts for Kids 
 

This is a simple mobile made up of printed ocean shells and 
fish (you could add real shells with small holes in them as 

well!).   

 

 

Materials: 

 printer, a piece of paper (construction paper), crayons, paint, markers or pencil 
crayons, scissors, glue, two straws, string or yarn. 
 
There are three different mobiles to choose from.  You will need a paper towel  

 roll, a small paper plate or cardboard circle, or an ice cream container lid 
depending on which mobile student will make. 

    
Instructions: 

 Print out the template of choice.  You can print out as many as you want to fill up 
your mobile.  Color (where appropriate) and cut out the template pieces along the 
dotted lines.  Fold the template pieces in half and glue the back and front 
together.  Let dry. Poke a small hole in the top of each piece and tie with yarn or 
string to the mobile you've chosen  
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Paper Towel Roll Mobile: 

 Decorate your paper towel roll as desired:  You can use 
paint, paper, stickers, etc to match your theme. String each 
mobile piece from the paper towel roll.  

 Put a piece of string or wool right through the paper towel 
roll  to use to hang from the wall or ceiling  

 
 

Criss Cross Straws Mobile: 

 Students can decorate the circle/paper plate with paint, 
markers or stickers. Poke a hole through the center of the 
paper plate or circle of cardboard. Arrange the straws in an 
X shape and tie with yarn. Tie a long piece of yarn to the 
center of the X.  Slide the circle of cardboard or paper plate 
onto the yarn (through the hole you made). 

 Tape the straws to the plate to keep them in their X shape 
and to help them balanced  

 String each mobile piece onto one of the straws (and in the 
center if desired)  

 

Lid Mobile: 

 Students can decorate lid as desired: paint, paper, stickers, 
etc may be used to match your theme.  

 Use a hole punch or sharp pencil to poke holes all the way 
around the lid at equal distances (you need as many holes 
as you have mobile pieces). String each mobile piece onto 
one of the holes you've made. String another piece of yarn 
from each of the holes, going up to the ceiling.  Tie all of 
these pieces together to make a knot you can hang your 
mobile with.  
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Pineapple Craft 
DLTK's Educational Crafts 
 

Materials: pineapple craft template, scissors, glue, and colors.  

Directions: Color and cut out pieces from pineapple template.  Paste pieces of the 
face onto the head (the pineapple).  
    

    

                                       

 

The pineapple craft should look like the above picture when completed.  
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Totem Pole Craft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

Materials: toilet paper tube, piece of paper, crayons, scissors, glue   

Instructions: Make copies of template, color and cut out the template pieces. Glue the 
large rectangular piece on first to cover the tube.  Glue the three faces one on top of the 
other (like in the picture above). Glue the wings onto the back of the tube.  

 

Alternative Decorating Idea: A second option is to replace all or some of the template 
pieces with totems representing your own family history.  These could be photos of 
family members or "animal spirits" (your teddy bear, pet dog or cat, a favorite zoo or 
farm animal) cut from photographs, coloring books or magazines.   
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Third Grade 
Through 

Fifth Grade 
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Topography 

Vocabulary: Topography- is the shape or configuration 
of the land 

Hawaii is a set of islands located about 2,500 miles west-
southwest of the mainland U.S.A. in the Pacific Ocean. The 
state of Hawaii was formed by volcanic eruptions. Hawaii, 
Maui, Kauai, and Molokai are the most mountainous islands. 
The highest peak in the state is Puu Wekiu (13,796 ft/4,208 
m), on Hawaii; the largest natural lake, Halulu (182 acres/74 
ha),; the largest artificial lake, Waiia Reservoir (422 
acres/171 ha), Kauai; and the longest rivers, Kaukonahua 
Stream (33 mi/53 km) in the north on Oahu and Wailuku 
River (32 mi/51 km) on Hawaii. While much of the Pacific 
Ocean surrounding the state is up to 20,000 ft (6,100 m) 
deep, Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, and Maui stand on a submarine 
bank at a depth of less than 2,400 ft (730 m). 
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Geology 

Vocabulary: Geology- the process by land is formed, 
moved, and changed, the history of the land. 

Hawaii is geologically a unique place on Earth because it is 
caused by a 'hot spot. Hawaii is right in the middle of one of 
the largest crustal plates on Earth - the Pacific Plate. A 
geologic 'hot spot' is an area in the middle of a crustal plate 
where volcanism occurs. If the hot spot is under the seafloor 
(as it is in Hawaii) it produces undersea volcanoes. Some of 
these volcanoes build up to the surface of the ocean and 
become islands. Over millions of years the plate may move 
across the 'hot spot' and the original volcano become extinct 
but a new volcano will begin to form in the area of the 'hot 
spot.' 
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Geology Part 2: 

The big island of Hawaii is the largest of the current 
Hawaiian Islands and is made of five volcanoes (Kohala, 
Mauna Kea, Hualalai, Mauna Loa and Kilauea). 

Mauna Loa, on the island of Hawaii, is the world's largest 
active volcano, at a height of 13,675 ft (4,168 m). Kilauea, on 
the eastern slope of Mauna Loa, is the world's largest active 
volcanic crater: beginning on 24 May 1969, it spewed forth 
242 million cu yards (185 million cu m) of lava, spreading 
over an area of 19.3 sq mi (50 sq km). The longest volcanic 
eruption in Hawaii lasted 867 days. Kohala last erupted 
60,000 years ago and Mauna Kea last erupted 3,500 years 
ago. These two volcanoes are considered inactive. 
Hualalai's last eruption was in 1801 

Today only two of Hawaii's volcanoes are active - Mauna 
Loa and Kiluaea. Mauna Loa erupted in 1984 and Kilauea is 
considered to be one of the most active volcanoes on Earth 
today. It has erupted 30 times in the last 40 years. Hawaii is 
one of the few places on Earth where you can safely watch 
the volcanic processes that shape our Earth. 
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Flora and Fauna: 

Vocabulary: Flora and fauna refer to plant and wildlife. The 
indigenous plant and wildlife of a geographical region is 
often referred to as that region’s flora and fauna.   

As man began to inhabit the islands, they brought with them 
the flora and fauna from their native lands. Many of these 
species were well adapted to their new location and began 
to push out the indigent species.  

Hawaii has few native mammals and most of the islands' 
interiors are inhabited by wild pigs, horses, sheep, and goats 
brought by early settlers. 

It’s on Maui that you are most likely to see the endangered 
nene goose and the rare silversword plant. Haleakala is the 
habitat for both. Maui is also known as the best island for 
viewing humpback whales on their yearly migration route to 
their birthing grounds. 

Kauai has the largest number of honeycreeper, native bird 
species in Hawaii. It is the only major island free of 
mongoose, which prey upon the eggs of ground-nesting 
birds.  

Of Hawaii’s two native mammals, the hoary bat lives in 
Kokee State Park while the Hawaiian monk seal 
occasionally hauls out and suns itself on some of the island’s 
more isolated beaches. Wild pigs, goats, and black-tailed 
deer are non-native mammals that are hunted. The most 
common tree in Kauai forests is the ohia lehua. Koa, guava, 
kiawe and kukui trees are also plentiful. 
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Protected Areas: 

Vocabulary: Protected Areas- Protected areas are land and 
freshwater or marine areas set aside to protect the 
province's diverse natural and cultural heritage. 

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary- The Hawaiian Islands are one of the world's 
most important whale habitats, hosting thousands of 
humpbacks (Megaptera novaeangliae) each winter to give 
birth and nurse their calves.  

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary was designated by United States Congress on 
November 4, 1992 to protect the endangered North Pacific 
humpback whale and its habitat.  

The Sanctuary Education Center is located in Kihei, Maui 
and features exhibits about the natural and cultural history of 
humpback whales and other marine life found in the 
sanctuary. The center offers public education programs and 
lectures, and features a marine science library. 

Nowadays, sanctuary waters are also used for recreation, 
fishing and shipping. Commercial operations feature whale 
watching, sportfishing, parasailing and snorkeling, while 
commercial fishing, cruise ships and commercial shipping 
transit the same area. Protecting humpback whales and their 
habitat is very important for the continued success of 
Hawai`i's whalewatching industry.  
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Climate: 

Hawaii has only two seasons – summer, from May to 
September, and winter, from October to April. The early 
Hawaiians named them kau, the warm season (that’s when 
the sun is almost directly overhead and winds blow reliably 
from the northeast) and ho‘olio, the cooler season (when the 
sun is lower, the winds are more variable and there is more 
rainfall).  

Winters are a few degrees cooler and wetter with breezy 
northwesterly winds. The average temperature in the islands 
is about 80 degrees F (26.6 C), dropping to about 75 
degrees F (23.8 C) during the winter months with a 10 
degree F (5.5 C) cool-down after the sun disappears. 
Summer highs average about 85 degrees F (29.4 C) and 
winter highs about 78 degrees F (25.5 C). June and July are 
generally the driest months for all islands. But even in 
Hawaii’s winter months, rain and cloud cover are very 
intermittent and you should get ample time in the sun.  

Imagine a place where you’re never too hot or too cold, but 
always “just right.” With its warm and gentle trade winds, 
mild temperatures and sunny skies, Hawaii is an ideal 
vacation spot to visit throughout the year. Generally, bikinis, 
tank tops and shorts will be the perfect attire, but if you’re 
strolling along the beach in the evening, you may want to 
bring a light jacket.  
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Topography 

Directions: Answer the questions by pasting the correct 
answer to the question. 

 

1. Which city has the highest peak in the state of Hawaii? 

 

 

 

 

2. Which four islands have the most mountainous areas? 

 

 

 

 

3. What city in the island of Niihau has the largest natural 
lake? 

 

 

 

 

4. What city in the island of Kauai has the largest artificial 
lake? 
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Puu Wekiu 

 

Maui, Kauai, and Molokai 

 

Halulu, Niihau 

 

 Waiia Reservoir, Kauai 
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Geology 

Directions: Read and follow the instructions given above. 

1. Use your red to color the world's largest active volcano. 
2. Use green to color the world's largest active volcanic 

crater. 
3. Use blue to color the volcano that erupted 60,000 years 

ago. 
4. Use yellow to color the volcano that erupted 3,500 years 

ago. 
5. Use purple to color the volcano that erupted in 1801. 
6. Use black to trace an X on the two volcanoes that are 

inactive. 
7. Use black to trace a √ on the two volcanoes that are 

active 
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Flora and Fauna: 

Directions: match each flora and fauna with its habitat. 

 

          Maui (habitat) 
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                                                           Kauai (habitat) 
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Flora and Fauna 

         
         Silversword                        Honeycreeper 

         
    Humpback Whales                     Ohia Lehua 
 
 
 

 
         Nene Goose 
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Protected Areas 
 
Directions: Cut and paste whale and write a story of how you would take care of a 
whale. 
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Climate 
 
Directions: Draw the type of clothing you would wear if you were to visit Hawaii. 
 
 

During the Summer I would wear... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the Winter I would wear…. 
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Hawaiian Language 
 
As part of the United States, Hawaii's official language is English.  Although, there are 
other spoken languages like Portuguese, Chinese, Japanese, Filipino and Samoan, the 
original spoken language is Pidgin.  The entire Hawaiian alphabet has twelve letters.  
The 5 vowels a,e,i,o and u as well as the 7 consonants h,k,l,m,n,p, and w make up the 
entire Hawaiian alphabet. In the Hawaiian language, a consonant is always followed by 
a vowel; which also means,  all Hawaiian words end in a vowel. In the Hawaiian 
language a symbol directly over a vowel called a kahakô indicates that the vowel sound 
is to be elongated. An apostrophe like symbol called an `okina indicates a quick pause 
in the word, as in "ah-ah" for the word a`a. 
Here are some words that could be used  to practice Pidgin. 

Anniversary: La ho'omana'o    Baby: Keiki or pepe 
Birthday: La hanau     Come and eat: Mai e `ai  
Celebration: Ho`olaule`a    Congratulate: Ho'omaika'i  
Congratulations: Ho'omaika'i 'ana      Our Wedding Day: Ko maua la male 'ana  
Promotion/promote: Ho’opi’I   Retirement/retire: Ho’omaha loa 
Shower: Kuaua      Wedding: Male 'ana 
Wedding feast: 'Aha'aina male          Sweet Sixteen: Momona 'Umi Kumaono 
Until we meet again: A hui hou kakou             Good morning: Aloha kakahiaka  
Good afternoon: Aloha `auinala      Good evening: Aloha ahiahi  
Farewell to you: Aloha `oe    No problem: A`ole pilikia  
One more time!: Hana Hou!    Come visit again: Kipa hou mai  

There are also Hawaiian surfer slang words.  Here are some examples. 
 
 back down: to decide not to take off on a wave  clean:  good surfing  
 bombin:  waves at their biggest and most powerful     conditions and good     
 bucket:  helmet          surfboards 
 Fo' SHUA:  for sure, for certain    mal:  gross 
 primo:  the best      rickt:  awesome, cool 
 surfari:  a hunt for good surf    benny: tanless tourist  
 landshark:  a guy who doesn't surf, but says he             on the beach 
  does 
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A.   Write a story using ten vocabulary words that you just learned from the Pidgin 
language. 
 
 B.   Write a story using ten vocabulary words that you just learned from the Hawaiian 
surfer slang. 
 
C.   Match the following words to their meaning. 
 
___1.  Anniversary       a. 'Aha'aina male 
 
___2.  Back down       b. awesome, cool 
 
___3.  Baby       c. Aloha `oe 
 
___4.  Bombin       d. La ho'omana'o 
 
___5. Celebration       e. Aloha ahiahi 
 
___6. Clean        f. to decide not to take  
        off on a wave  
 
___7. Farewell to you      g. Keiki or pepe 
 
___8. Fo' SHUA       h. waves at their biggest  
        and most powerful 
 
___9. Good afternoon     i. for sure, for certain 
 
___10. Good evening     j. Aloha `auinala 
 
___11. Rickt        k. Ho`olaule`a 
 
___12. Wedding feast      l. good surfing conditions  
        and good surfboards  
 
 
 
Answer key:  1.d, 2.f, 3.g, 4.h, 5.k, 6.l, 7.c, 8.i, 9.j, 10.e, 11.b, 12.a
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Hawaiian Wear 
 
 Some of the crafts include Hawaiian skirts, seashells, bracelets, pukas, and lauhala.  
They are an integral part of Hawaiian culture. 
 
The tradition of Hula and grass skirts date back to the early Polynesians who danced 
the Hula to tell stories of the gods as well as recount history through chants and song.  
 
There are many different types of grass skirts that are used to dance the Hula. 
 
Here are a few pictures taken from the www.lahaina-family-vacation.com. 
 
 
In this picture, dancers have 
cloth skirts and tops.  Men 
have a traditional warrior skirt 
dress with grass wrapping just 
under their knees.  Head props 
and other décor are made from 
grass or palm tree leaves. This 
style of dance is called the  
hula kahiko - the ancient style 
of hula performed to the 
accompaniment of chants, 
drums and other percussion 
instruments. 

 
There is also a Hula dancing which is 
called the hula auana - the graceful 
modern hula which is represented 
here.  Rather than a single hula dancer 
like many luaus, a group of hula 
dancers can also perform together in a 
round-like stage which will facilitate the 
view of the dance from many points of 
view. In this type of dance, the grass 
skirts are long and have traditionally 
two colors with lower pom-poms along 
the waistline.  You can also see high 
head dress and sea shell necklaces. 
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Before any Hula dance food is prepared for the 
celebration.  The imu ceremony takes place at the 
beginning of the luau,  where the roasted kalua pig is 
uncovered from the imu underground roasting pit.  Notice 
the traditional colors of the Hawaiian culture on the men's 
attire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This dancer accompanies her hula dance 
with a dried gourd, or ipo.  Notice the skirt is 
made of large leaves that come down to the 
dancer's knees.  She's wearing a yellow 
tube top, a yellow Leigh, and flowers in her 
hair. 
 
 
 

 
These are typical Hawaiian clothes which 
were adopted in the early 1930s.  The 
first shirts had flowers, palm trees, and 
cars.   
 
Try designing your own Hawaiian Wear.  
Choose a shirt, t-shirt, or blouse of your 
choice.  Paint with clothes paint a 
contrasting color on a plastic leaf of your 
choice and press on to the fabric of the 
clothes chosen. Let air dry; then, if 
possible, dry in a dryer so that the paint 
will not wash off. 
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Hawaiian Jewelry 

A small white shell found on the Pacific, especially, is called a Puka.  This shell is 
strung in clusters to make necklaces. There are many examples of Puka 
necklaces. 

 

 

 

                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bracelets are very common in Hawaii ,as well as, rings. They are sometimes 
engraved and are decorated with a lot of colors. Depending on the piece of 
jewelry each color has a meaning. Even the police badge has been decorated in 
this way. 
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Hawaiian Jewelry Activity 
 
Design your own Hawaiian Leigh or jewelry.  String some foam flowers of your choice of 
colors and designs through some yarn.  To make jewelry string beads or shells through 
clear string from the craft store.  You can also use cut straws between each flower to 
maintain them spaced out.  Enjoy your creations.  
 
Hawaiian Foods 
 
Hawaiian foods are based on food that are very accessible to the area.  It is also a 
mixture of foods that were brought by the many ethnic groups that have been part of the 
Hawaiian historical background.  Many of these foods include some of the following 
items.  
 
Ahi: yellow fin tuna 
 
Aku: skipjack or bonito tuna 
 
Alaea: a type of sea salt containing reddish clay, rich in trace minerals 
 
Butterfish: black cod 
 
Chicken Luau: chicken cooked with taro leaf and coconut milk 
 
Chili Water: mild all-purpose condiment 
 
Haupia: coconut pudding 
 
 
The Hawaiian word for health  and life is ola. Both were just as 
important. Hawaiians believe that your health is connected to your mind body and 
soul.  Food, therefore, is a very important part of their physical, mental, and 
spiritual harmony. 
 
** Draw a traditional meal that your family typically eats in special occasions and 
compare and contrast Hawaiian food with it.   
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Hawaiian Crops 
 
Examples of crops planted and irrigated 
were taro patches; cultivated crops such 
as yams, arrowroot, or breadfruit; hunted 
birds and pigs; gathered vines, ferns, 
herbs and medicinal plants from the 
forests; practiced both net and deep sea 
fishing; harvested shrimp, picked 
seaweed, and collected shellfish. 
 

Luau, Hawaii State Archive Image

Source: Noted Hawaiian Scholar, Dr. George Kanahele, Pookela Hawaiian Culture 
Course. 
 
 
 
Hawaiian Food Recipes 
 
 
 
 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 
1 and 1/4 pound fresh Ahi, cubed into bite-sized pieces 
1/4 cup yellow onion, minced 
1/4 cup green onion, sliced 
3 tbsp. limu kohu, chopped (a soft, reddish-brown variety of 
seaweed, prized for its succulent flavor.) 
1 tbsp. Inamona (the ground innards from roasted kukui nuts) 
2 tsp. sesame oil 
 

PREPARATION 
Combine all ingredients. Mix well and chill. 
www.hawaiianrecipes.org 
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AUTHENTIC HAWAIIAN LAULAU 
30 luau leaves 
6 large ti leaves 
6 boneless chicken thighs 
1 lb belly pork boneless pork chops, cut into 6 
pieces 
1/4 lb salted butterfish, cut into 6 pieces 
1 1/2 teaspoons Hawaiian sea salt  
toothpicks or rubber bands 

Wash luau and ti leaves removing stems and 
fibrous parts of the veins. Layer 5 luau leaves then place one piece each of chicken, 
pork, and fish on luau. Sprinkle with 1/4 teaspoon Hawaiian salt. Wrap to form a bundle. 
Place the bundle on the end of a ti leaf and wrap tightly; fasten with toothpicks or rubber 
bands. Wrap remaining bundles. Bring water to a boil in a steamer. Place laulaus in 
steamer; lower heat and simmer for 6 hours or until done. Makes 6 servings.  
http://www.alohafriendsluau.com/recipes.html 

 

 

 

MAINLAND LAULAU 
24 dried banana leaves (usually available in an oriental 
market) 
¼ lb salted cod or butter fish cut into 6 pieces 
6 boneless chicken thighs  
1 lb belly pork or boneless pork chops, cut into 6 pieces 
2 lbs Spinach 
Sea salt or Kosher salt 

Soak the dry banana leaves in water 10-15 min until they are 
soft. Take 2 and 2, make like tick tack toe. Add handful raw spinach in middle then top 
with chicken, pork, fish, and a sprinkle of sea/Kosher salt. (if using salt cod, you do not 
need too much extra salt.) Cover meats with more spinach. Fold the banana leaves 
crisscross, like weaving, and tie up with a rubber band. Wrap remaining bundles. Bring 
water to a boil in a steamer. Place laulaus in steamer; lower heat and simmer for 6 
hours or until done. Makes 6 servings.  http://www.alohafriendsluau.com/recipes.html 
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FRESH FRUIT PLATE  
Pineapple chunks 
Papaya slices 

 
Fresh pineapple and papaya help to aide digestion and 
are an excellent side dish. Other fresh fruit options you 
can also offer are fresh strawberries, grapes, watermelon, 
and bananas. 

 

 

** Try making a few combinations of your own using the ingredients of this Hawaiian 
snack. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaiian tradition is to arrange food in platters 
with a variety of meals made with fish, beef, and 
chicken with a fried egg in the center.  

77



Hawaiian Sculptures and Masks 

Tiki Sculptures and Masks are carved and wooden statues or masks that represent 
deities or gods from the Hawaiian and Polynesian Culture. They are used mainly as 
home décor. Many believe that they may serve for various purposes such as warding off 
evil spirits and increasing the owners fertility. What is significant in the Polynesian 
culture is that they, along with other Tiki sculptures, have become defining symbols of 
the Tiki culture.        

                

Many of the Tiki Masks are designed based on the four main gods. Kane is the god of 
sunlight, and natural life; Ku is the god of war; Lono is the god of peace, winds, rain, 
sports and fertility; Kanaloa is the god of the ocean. Each Tiki God holds a different 
meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.squidoo.com/hawaiian-tiki-masks 
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Color and cut the following Tiki Masks and use as finger puppets or attach on a pipe cleaner and 
make pencil decorations with them.
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Hawaiian Natural Disasters 

Hawaii is not only known for its beauty of nature loving palm scenes, food, music, and 
cultural saturation.   It is also known for its ability to endure and adapt to natural 
destruction.  The islands are vulnerable to certain kinds of natural disasters, such as 
flooding, hurricanes, tsunamis and life-threatening lava flows. 

Flash Floods 

During heavy rains flash floods are formed that can make 
a calm river form into a current ravaging wave of 
destruction.  Rain sometimes comes suddenly and it's 
hard to forecast.  Cars, hikers, and vegetation are taken 
without forewarning. 

Flash floods are the most common natural disaster and 
occurs most frequently 

 

Hurricanes 

Two hurricanes that are very well remembered in the 
islands are Iwa and Iniki.  Iwa was a category 1  and 
Iniki was a category 4 of the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Scale which is used to measure hurricanes by their 
wind force and destruction.   

 

Tsunamis 

Hawaii is the state of the United States that is in most 
danger to have a tsunami because of the earthquakes 
originating under the ocean floor and causing tsunami 
waves to form.  Tsunamis are difficult to recognize.  It may 
appear like several small waves on shore or may happen to 
be over three hundred feet tall.     
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Hawaii Folk Tale 

Maui Tames the Sun: A Hawaiian Legend  
By Sheri Skelton    

 
Cast of Characters 
Narrator 
Maui - a young boy 
Hina - the mother of Maui 
Mahuie - the grandmother of Maui 
Sun 

Narrator:  Long ago when the nights were long and the days were short, a young boy 
lived with his mother on a lush, green island in the Pacific Ocean. 
Hina:  Why does the sun move so fast across the sky? My plants grow pale, and the 
bean pods don't have time to dry. Can anything be done to slow the sun down? 
Maui:  I could tame the sun. 
Hina:  The sun is powerful and not easily tamed. You'll need the help of your 
grandmother. 
Maui: How can she help? 
Hina:  Your grandmother knows many things. When night comes, go to the mountain 
where your grandmother lives and wait. When the rooster crows at dawn, your 
grandmother will place an offering of bananas on the rock where the sun first shines. 
Grab those bananas. Your grandmother will be angry, but she'll help you. 
Narrator:  Maui went to the mountain and did what his mother had told him to do. 
Mahuie:  Who's been stealing my bananas? 
Maui:  It's your grandson, Maui. 
Mahuie:  Why are you stealing my bananas? 
Maui:  The sun travels so fast across the sky that mother's plants grow pale, and her 
bean pods don't have time to dry. I need to tame the sun. Will you help me make the 
sun slow down? 
Mahuie:  You are full of mischief. Do you really think you can tame the sun? 
Maui:  I know I can tame the sun if you'll help me.  Please, will you help me? 
Mahuie:  You must follow my instructions very carefully. The first thing you must do is 
make 16 ropes. These ropes must be the strongest ropes ever made. Weave the fibers 
from coconut husks with needles from the silversword plant. Each rope must have a 
noose made from strands of hair from the sister of the sea. 
Narrator:  Maui collected the materials and made the ropes and nooses. 
Maui:  Grandmother, I'm finished.  Here are the 16 ropes with the nooses. 
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Mahuie:  I'm very pleased with the work you've done. These ropes are strong. Take my 
magic stick, and wait near the rock where the sun first shines. As each ray of sunlight 
first appears, trap it with a noose. Then challenge the sun with my magic stick. 
Maui:  Thank you, Grandmother. 
Narrator:  Maui waited by the rock just as his grandmother had instructed him to do. 
When the first ray of sunlight appeared, Maui trapped it with a noose. He continued 
trapping the rays until all 16 legs of the sun were tied. 
Sun:  Let me go, you little monster! How dare you challenge me! My powers are great. 
You're going to be very sorry for tying me with these ropes. 
Maui:  I'm not scared of you. I have this magic stick to protect me. You'll do what I want 
you to do. 
Narrator:  The sun was burning mad and sparks were flying everywhere. But each time 
Maui would wave the magic stick in front of the sun, his rays would become a little 
dimmer. 
Maui:  You are barely more than a flicker now. Are you ready to listen to me? 
Sun:  What is it that you want? 
Maui:  I only want you to slow down as you travel across the sky. My mother's plants 
are pale, and her bean pods don't have time to dry. Slow down and share your warm 
rays. 
Sun:  But I like traveling fast across the sky. What if I just slow down some of the time? 
Maui:  I suppose we could reach an agreement. What about traveling fast for part of the 
year, and during the other half, moving slowly across the sky? 
Sun:  That sounds good to me. I promise to move slowly across the sky for six months 
out of every year. The other six months I'll travel quickly across the sky. Now, will you 
set me free? 
Maui:  Yes, but I'll leave these ropes lying about the rock as a reminder to you of your 
promise. 
Narrator:  From that time on, there were two seasons on the lush, green island in the 
Pacific Ocean. During the winter, the sun traveled quickly across the sky, and the nights 
were long. During the summer, the sun traveled slowly across the sky, and the days 
were long. 
 
Compare and contrast the folk tale with one that is being read in your classroom.  Make 
a vinn diagram to show the similarities and differences of each folk tale.  Summarize 
your findings of each story and choose the story that you like best.  What made you 
choose that story?  Use examples of what happened in the story to help you explain 
your choice. 
 
Express the folk tale that you just read by creating a mobile, model, or drawing. 
Express the folk tale that you just read by creating a song, poem, or chant. 
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Hawaiian Crafts  
 
I.  Make your own pineapples 

 
Materials Needed 
 
Pine cones 
Foam sheet or construction paper 
Scissors 
Yellow paint 
Hot glue and glue gun 
 
Paint pinecones yellow and set aside. While drying, cut foam 
or construction paper length wise 3 or 4 inches wide.   
Make assorted wide grass like cuts on each strip. 

 
Roll the strip on itself allowing it to be uneven.  Curl the blades down and hot glue to the 
tip of the cone.  To stand pineapples you can hot glue a cardboard to the other end of 
the pineapple to keep it steady. 
 
** Make sure an adult is supervising or handles hot glue gun at all times. 
 
II.  Read the Hawaiian folk tale and make your own fruit salad using the suggested 
ingredients.  
 
III.  Design your own Totem Sculptures with toilet paper rolls.  
 
Materials Needed 
Toilet Paper rolls 
Glue 
Printed totem designs 
Scissors 
 
Glue designs directly on to toilet paper rolls after coloring or allow students to use their 
own designs on the toilet paper rolls. 
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Famous Hawaiians 
 
George Ariyoshi first Japanese-American  elected governor 
Salevaa Atisanoe (Konishiki)    sumo wrestler 
Hiram Bingham      missionary, Honolulu 
Charles R. Bishop      banker, philanthropist 
Tia Carrere       singer, actress 
Samuel N. Castle      missionary 
Amos S. Cooke      missionary, educator 
Father Damien      leper-colony worker 
Sanford B. Dole      territorial governor, Honolulu 
Jean Erdman      dancer, choreographer 
Hiram L. Fong      first Chinese-American senator 
Don Ho       entertainer 
Daniel K. Inouye      senator 
Gerrit P. Judd      advisor 
Kaahumanu       Hawaiian queen 
Duke Paoa Kahanamoku     Olympic swimmer 
Kamehameha I      first Hawaiian king 
Kamehameha V      last of the dynasty 
George Parsons Lathrop     journalist, poet 
Liliuokalani queen     last Hawaiian monarch 
Ellison Onizuka      astronaut 
Kawaipuna Prejean     Hawaiian activist 
Chad Rowan Yokozuna     sumo wrestler 
Harold Sakata      actor 
James Shigeta      actor 
Claus Spreckels     developer 
Don Stroud       actor 
Merlin Tuttle       mammalogist, Honolulu 
 
Ask your students to look up any of these famous Hawaiians.  Compare and contrast 
with a famous Texan.  Promote the use of graphic organizers to show their findings.  T 
charts and Vinn diagrams may be useful, but allow your students to design their own 
charts or diagrams.  How about a T chart on a pineapple?  How about two timelines 
showing the different events for each studied person?  
 
Use the following link to read about the Hawaiian education system.  Use as an 
example of a periodical for your students.  
http://doe.k12.hi.us/periodicals/boe/index.htm 
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Some Hawaiian Festivals 

September… The Aloha Festival 
 
Think September and you think of Labor Day and going 
back to school after a long, hot summer.  In Hawaii, 
September also brings the Aloha Festival. Food, arts and 
crafts, music and dance. Canoe races, hula competitions 
and parades. Streets are closed off for Ho'olaule'a block 
parties, where people can sample cultural foods, buy lei 
and island handicraft, and enjoy exciting dancing and 

entertainment. What islander has not experienced this statewide cultural extravaganza 
that includes over 300 events on the six major Hawaiian islands? 

The Aloha Festival was started in 1946 by the Jaycees as a celebration of the myriad 
Pacific and Asian traditions that make up Hawaii's unique cosmopolitan heritage. What 
started out as a week of celebration has expanded to a two-month festival with the help 
of nearly 30,000 volunteers, and draws nearly a million celebrants. 

Fall was chosen because it was the time of Makahiki in ancient Hawaii. Makahiki was a 
four-month period beginning in the middle of October, after the harvesting season, when 
tributes were paid to ruling chiefs and wars and battles were forbidden. Instead, people 
gathered for sporting competitions and contests and paid homage to Lono, one of the 
four major gods brought from Kahiki (Tahiti).  Information taken from: 
http://www.tammyyee.com/tt-aloha.html 

March…    Prince Kūhiō Day 

It is celebrated annually on March 26, to mark the birth of Prince Jonah Kūhiō 
Kalaniana�ole — heir to the throne of the Kingdom of Hawai�i, prince of the House of 
Kalākaua, and later territorial delegate to the United States Congress. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Kūhiō_Day 

June…    Kamehameha Day 

Kamehameha Day is celebrated on the 11th of June.  It is a public celebration day 
which honors Kamehameha the Great, the monarch which first established the United 
Kingdom of Hawaii.  The day is celebrated with a floral parade in different parts of the 
Hawaiian islands.  Streets are closed off for the block party with music and food. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamehameha_Day 
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** Word search courteously of http://luaupartyshop.com/luau-word-find.htm. 
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Sixth Grade 
Through 

Eighth Grade 
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Hawaii – Aloha 
State 

 
http://www.celsias.com/media/uploads/admin/Hawaii.gif 

I. Topography 
Hawaii is a chain of islands in the North 
Pacific Ocean, about 2,400 miles (3,900 
kilometers) southwest of California. It is 
the only state separated from the 
continent of North America. It is farther 
south than any other state, and it is one 
of the smallest states. Much of the land 
is mountainous and unsuitable for 
farming or development.  
Each of the eight main islands in the 
chain has a distinctive character, with 
features that range from tropical rain 
forests to volcanic deserts. Many unique 
plants and animals have evolved there.  

 
http://www.hawaii-guide.com/images/body_images/misc-

hawaiian_archipelago2.jpg 

II. Geology 
The islands that make up the State of 
Hawaii were formed through the means 
of volcanic eruptions. Mauna Loa is the 
world's largest active volcano (13,675 
ft). Kilauea is the world's largest active 
volcanic crater: it spewed forth 242 
million yards of lava, spreading over an 
area of 19.3 sq mi.  The longest volcanic 
eruption in Hawaii lasted 867 days. 
Volcanic activity from a hotspot source 
formed all the Hawaiian Islands. 
Tectonic plate movements result in 
creating new volcanoes. The reason 
why the only active volcanoes are 
located around the southern half of the 
Big Island is because of the hotspot’s 
location.  
Due to volcanic activity and successive 
erosion, there are rather awe inspiring 
geological features. An example of this 
would be the Big island having the 
second highest point among the world’s 
islands.  
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http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_z0iyizbTUrM/SxU09hyJ-

II/AAAAAAAAAJk/PF3uXu0d87g/s1600/Falling+Flowers+Copy.

jpg 

III. Flora and Fauna 
Hawaii is abundant in plant and animal 
life, including many species that can’t be 
found anywhere else on Earth. More 
than 2,500 different kinds of plants have 
been acknowledged. Because the 
islands are so remote, there were hardly 
any mammals before settlers 
disembarked, but there were many 
birds. The nene, or Hawaiian goose, is 
one of the rarest in the world. Other 
endemic animals involve land snails with 
stunning shells. Marine mammals and 
650 types of fish swim in the ocean 
around the islands. Breadfruit, taro, 
sugarcane, coconut, and other plants 
were brought in by the Polynesians. 
These early pioneers also took 
chickens, dogs, and inadvertently, rats 
with them to Hawaii. There are no 
residing snakes in Hawaii, and before 
European settlers turned up, no 
cockroaches, mosquitoes, centipedes, 
or scorpions existed in Hawaii either. 
Europeans and Americans brought 
goats, cattle, pigs, other domestic 
animals, and many species of birds and 
plants to the islands. As these new 
plants and animals thrived, many native 
species were pushed aside. Almost 40 

percent of Hawaii’s native plant species 
are extinct or endangered today.  
 

 
http://stateofthecoast.noaa.gov/mpa/coral2_fish.jpg 

IV. Protected Areas 
The National Park Service has taken 
several areas of Hawaii under its 
protection. With this said, Hawaii has 
two national parks in Kula and Maui that 
include dormant and active volcanoes 
as well as Hawaii’s rift zones.  
There are three national historical parks 
in Hawaii. One can be found in 
Kalaupapa, Molokai. Kalako-Honokohau 
National Historical Park is located in 
Kauilua-Kona and the third one is the 
Puuhonua o Honaunau Historical Park.  
Other areas that are under the National 
Park Service include Ala Kahakai 
National Historic Trail and the USS 
Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor on 
Oahu.  
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http://www.hawaii-

guide.com/images/large_downloadables/hawaiian_precipita

tion_map.jpg 

V. Climate 
The state of Hawaii lies in the subtropics 
(the region bordering on the tropics.) In  
most places, the change in temperature 
between day and night or between 
summer and winter months is hardly 
recognizable. An example of this is 
during winter, temperatures in lowland 
areas hardly go below 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Mountain areas are 
naturally colder, due to elevation. High 
mountain peaks are usually snow 
capped.  
The northeasterly (Koolau) trade winds 
blow cool breezes throughout the year. 
Every so often, the southwesterly 
(Kona) winds bring stifling humid 
weather. When the trade winds pass 
through, they release most of their 
moisture on the northeastern sides of 
the mountains. Average annual rainfall 
ranges from 10 to 150 inches (250 to 
3,800 millimeters). But at Mount 
Waialeale on the island of Kauai, the 
average yearly rainfall is 460 inches 
(11,680 millimeters). The islands are 
often passed by hurricanes or by the 
large Arctic storms moving through the 
North Pacific.  
Earthquakes and tidal waves are 
common in Hawaii.   
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A. Hawaii’s Jeopardy Game  (Topography, Geology, Flora and Fauna, Protected 
Areas, Climate 
 
 
 
Activities:  

 
 
 
Topography activity: Ask students to research and label the features of the 
islands. (Ex. Volcanoes, parks, bodies of water, etc.) 
Geology Project: Have students come up with a diagram showcasing how the 
tectonic plates affect the volcanic eruptions in Hawaii, thus resulting in Hawaii’s 
islands.  
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Flora and Fauna: Ask students to research the words “endemic, isolated, and 
endangered” and use it in a sentence comparing the flora and fauna of both Hawaii 
and where they live.  
Protected Areas: Have students look up protected areas in the valley.  

 
Climate: Have students color and create a legend according to the amount of 
rainfall in certain areas of Hawaii.  
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Hawaii 
 

 
 

Grades 6-8 
 
 

Facts and Statistics 
Location:  

Latitude 18°55′ N to 28°27′ N 

Longitude 154°48′ W to 178°22′ W

Capital: Honolulu 

Climate: Hawaii’s climate is typical for the tropics, although temperatures and humidity 
tend to be a bit less extreme due to near-constant trade winds from the east.  

Population: 1,288,198 (2008 est.) 1,211,537 (2000) Ranked 42nd in the US 

Languages: English, Hawaiian 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii 
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Languages 
Information 
Hawaii was two official languages according to its 1978 constitution.  Those two 
languages are English and Hawaiian.  According to the 2008 American Community 
Survey, 74.6% of Hawaii's residents over the age of five speak only English at home. 
After English, other popular languages are Tagalog (most are bilingual in Filipino), 
Japanese, and Ilokano. Significant European immigrants and descendants also speak 
their native languages; the most numerous are Spanish, German, Portuguese and 
French. 
Activity: Language Guide Brochure 
Please relate information to all students.  Students will create a booklet/brochure of 
words that would be needed when they take a trip to Hawaii.  In this booklet they will 
also be required to draw a minimum of 20 pictures for words that they need.  The 
booklet will have around 50 words overall, the words will be translated from Hawaiian to 
English.  Each student will research the following website for help:   
http://www.mauimapp.com/moolelo/hwnwdshw.htm  
Example: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawaiian English 
........................................ ........................................
`Ae Yes                                 
Ahi Fire 
Ahiahi  Evening 
Ahu Heap, collection, shrine 

`Ahu Upper body garment; 
cape, shirt, coat 

Ahupua`a Land division 
Ai To eat/ consume 
Aia There 
Aia i hea? Where? 
`Aina Land 
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Celebrations 

Information The birthday luau 

It is customary for Hawai‘i families, regardless of ethnicity, to hold a lū‘au to celebrate a 
child's first birthday. In Polynesian cultures (and also in Korean culture), the first 
birthday is considered a major milestone.  Polynesian families, especially Samoans, 
Tongans and Maoris, also commemorate 21st birthdays with lavish parties and feasts. 
 
Activity: Hawaiian Birthday Party  
Please relate information to all students.  Students will have the opportunity to plan a 
Hawaiian birthday party in class.  They will be responsible of creating a supply list for 
the party and how the celebration will take place.  Categories must include: food, dress 
(dress code), gifts, special fruit, flowers, invitations and decorations.  Students can 
research Hawaiian parties by using computer lab or the library.  Teacher can group 
students into 4 groups with each category.  Decorations, invitations, flowers, clothing, 
and gifts can be made with construction paper or other forms of decorative paper 
provided by students or teacher. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Customs_and_etiquette_in_Hawaii#The_birthday_luau  

http://www.google.com/images    
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Arts   

Materials Needed: Colorful 
Construction Paper, Colorful Straws, 
Yarn, Scissors  

Activity- Instructions: Hawaiian 
Lei Craft 
An easy project! Cut a length of yarn 
to hang loosely around your neck; 
make sure you cut it a little longer 
than you want it so you have room to 
tie the ends of the yarn together. Cut 
the straws into 1-inch long pieces.  
Cut many colorful flower shapes out 
of construction paper. If you like, you 
can reduce the size of this flower 
pattern and use it. Use a hole 
puncher and put holes in the center 
of all your flowers.  Now that you 
have all your pieces prepared, you 
can start making your lei! Tie a small 
piece of straw onto the end of your  

                      Or 

Students may also try painting a 
portrait of Hawaii.  They may use 
their imagination or research a 
picture online.  Teacher can provide 
paints, brushes, and painting paper.  
Students can showcase paintings at 
the front office or school fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

piece of yarn. Start stringing your 
flowers and straw pieces onto the yarn. 
Alternate between flowers and straws, 
once you get the design you want and 
the yarn piece is full, tie the two ends of 
the yarn together and wear your lei with 
pride! 

 

 

www.hawaiilifeofluxury.com/.../hawaii
an_lei.jpg  

 
http://familycrafts.about.com/od/makingfl

owers/a/HawaiianLeiCraft.htm

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_art  
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Music 
Traditional Hawaiian folk music is a major part of the state's musical heritage. The 
Hawaiian people have inhabited the islands for centuries and have retained much of 
their traditional musical knowledge. Their music is largely religious in nature, and 
includes chanting and dance music. Hawaiian music has had an enormous impact on 
the music of other Polynesian islands; indeed, music author Peter Manuel called the 
influence of Hawaiian music a "unifying factor in the development of modern Pacific 
music. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_music  
 
Activity: PowerPoint of Hawaiian musical instruments  
Teachers please relate information for all students.  This activity will allow students to 
visualize musical instruments related to Hawaii and understand how music is part of our 
culture as well.  Teachers should set apart library time or a computer lab so that 
students can research and work at their own pace.  Students will create a power point 
about the different types of musical instruments of Hawaiian music and try to find music 
and implement sounds onto the power point.  Teachers can create one and show the 
class how to use the special effects provided by the program.  Students can work with a 
partner or individually.  Students will have an opportunity to present this power point to 
the class and receive a grade.    

 
http://www.caning.com/html/tour_11.html  
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National Heroes 

He's the most famous name in surfing -- an Olympic champion, Hollywood actor and 
Hawaiian folk hero. He's also remembered for his grace in the water, his good humor, 
and his sportsmanship. The "Duke", as Kahanamoku would be called, had been named 
not for Hawaiian royalty, but after his father who had been christened "Duke" following 
the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh to Hawaii in 1869. He was born on August 24, 1890 in 
Honolulu, in the same home (at King & Bishop Streets) where Duke senior had first 
made his appearance in 1869.The junior Duke had chosen an interesting time to enter 
the world --- King David Kalakaua was not viewed favorably by many of his people, and 
certain segments, such as the Hawaiian sugar interests, sought drastic changes. The 
Hawaiian king's sudden death in January of 1891 proved to be the catalyst to change. 
Lili'uokalani, his sister, fell heir to the throne, but her reign was brief. By 1893 she had 
been forced to abdicate because of powerful commercial factions supported by the U.S. 
Navy. Sanford Dole, the pineapple king, became president of the islands' provisional 
government. On July 4, 1894 Hawaii became a Republic, presided over by President 
Dole. By July 7, 1898, when Duke was 8 years old, the American flag flew over the 
Hawaiian Islands. Two years later, on April 30, 1900, the Organic Act made young Duke 
an American citizen.Throughout his youth, Duke strove to refine his water skills. 
Swimming, surfing and canoeing were his passion. When top Australian swimmers 
visited the islands in 1910, Duke inspected their every move. He would use what he had 
learned from them to perfect his swimming. Duke's aquatic skills improved to such an 
extent that those who saw him were astonished. Bill Rawlins, an island attorney from 
Yale tried to help Duke get the recognition he deserved. However, to obtain official 
sanction for any aquatic records, swimmers had to belong to a recognized club. So 
Duke and his friends organized their own club in 1911 and named it Hui Nalu (Club of 
the Waves). Duke's astonishing swim times were sent to the Mainland, but they were so 
startling that officials refused to believe them. His supporters decided that the only thing 
they could do was raise money for Duke and another Hawaiian swimmer, Vincent 
Genoves, to travel to the Mainland to compete.In March of 1912 Duke Kahanamoku and 
fellow Hawaiian Vincent Genoves were in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania to compete for 
places on the American Olympic team. The Olympic swim trials were being held at 
various athletic clubs throughout the United States. On March 13th Duke had been in 
Chicago where he had won the 100-yard race. Now, in Pittsburgh two days later, 
Kahanamoku would compete in the 220-yard indoor race and Genoves in the 500-yard 
indoor swimming event. Unfortunately, Duke's leg would cramp when he hit the water, 
and he lost the race. Neither Hawaiian would win in Pittsburgh and only Kahanamoku 
would make the Olympic team and travel to Stockholm.Duke, who almost slept through 
the 100-meter dash, and who had to convince officials to delay the race long enough for 
him to put on a swim suit, broke the Olympic record in July of 1912. He had been 
clocked at sixty-three and two-fifths seconds. Pandemonium reigned and the Hawaiian 
swimmer became a hero. He was now the most famous Hawaiian alive.  
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My hero collage 
1. Directions: All supplies will be distributed throughout the classroom  

 
2. You will each be making a collage that depicts what a hero is. Cut out images and 

words related to heroes or heroism. Think about what your definition of a hero is and 
find words and images that reflect that definition. 

 
3. You will have 20-30 minutes to work on your collages.  
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Animals/Plants 

State flower:  

Hawaii's state flower (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) originated in Asia and the Pacific islands. 
Interestingly, it is also the national flower of Malaysia. This species is a true tropical 
hibiscus belonging to the Malvaceae, or mallow family. It is believed that there were 
originally only five species of hibiscus native to Hawaii. Later other varieties were 
imported and growers began to develop hybrids to produce the kaleidoscope of colors 
and sizes found today. 

In 1923 Hawaii was still a territory, and the ilima was adopted as the state's flower 
following its promotion by an organization called "The Outdoor Circle." In 1950, when 
statehood was being anticipated by the Hawaiians, a resolution was introduced stating: 
"Hawaii's official flower shall be the ilima, the flower of old royalty." Many Hawaiians felt 
that the ilima should be the state's flower because the famed ilima leis were always 
presented to dignitaries who came to Hawaii. Two other exotic flowers, the lehua and 
the vanda, were also considered. However, when a vote was taken the ilima was 
chosen as the winner. 
 
Hawaii officially became the fiftieth state of America in 1959. The realization that the 
ilima had never been changed from being Hawaii's territorial flower to her state flower 
didn't surface until nearly thirty years later! To solve this problem, the legislature 
decided to legally adopt the flower that had for so long been considered official. 
 
Therefore on June 6, 1988, Hawaii changed its state flower from the native red hibiscus 
(Hibiscus kokio) to the ma'ohauhele, the only species of yellow hibiscus that can be 
called our state flower.  

Description: Ma'ohauhele is a shrub that grows up to 10 feet, with maplelike leaves and 
bright yellow flowers. It varies in appearance among islands but generally falls into two 
subspecies: H. brackenridgei subspecies brackenridge of Maui, Molokai, Lanai and the 
Big Island, and H. brackenridgei subspecies mokuleianus of Oahu and Kauai.  

The most visible difference between the two subspecies is in the leaves and stems. The 
leaves of subspecies mokuleianus have more serrated margins and pink veins with tiny 
spines on the branches. Subspecies brackenridgei, on the other hand, has leaves with 
more rounded margins and yellow veins, and it lacks the tiny spines on its branches.  

Does well in full sun to partial shade and needs very little water, although daily watering 
is OK. It is a fast grower and will flower about twice a year. Each flowering period lasts 
up to two months, with blooms occurring daily on a flowering stalk that rises above the 
plant. 
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Why do you think the Hawaiian Hibiscus was chosen as the state flower?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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State Bird:  
 Nene has endured a long struggle against extinction. During the 1940s, this beautiful 

species was almost wiped out by laws which allowed the birds to be hunted during their 

winter breeding seasons when the birds were the most vulnerable.  

 

By 1957, when the Nene was named as Hawaii’s State Bird, rescue efforts were 

underway. Conservationists began breeding the birds in captivity in hopes of preserving 

a remnant of the declining population and, someday, successfully re-establishing them 

in their native habitat.  

 

Early programs for returning captive-bred birds to the wild proved difficult, but recent 

efforts have been very successful. There are now small but stable populations of Nene 

on the islands of Hawai'i, Maui, and Kaua'i. Preservation efforts are continuing and the 

success of the Nene in Hawai'i, although not a certainty, is promising. There are now 

about 800 wild Nene in Hawai'i and the numbers are rising with each breeding season.  

 

The face, cap, and hindneck are black; and Nene have buff-colored cheeks. The front 

and sides of the neck appear to have black and white stripes. This is caused by 

diagonal rows of white feathers with black skin showing through. Males and females 

have identical plumage. It is also interesting to note that the dusty black feet of this 

goose are not completely webbed as in all other geese.  

 

The Nene feeds on both native and introduced plants in the grasslands and slopes 

where it lives. The breeding season runs through the winter months, typically between 

November and March. 
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Why do you think Nene was chosen as the state bird?  
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Food 

The origin of the luau is ancient and rooted in the nature of Hawaiian royalty and 
religion. The modern Maui luau began its formation in 1819 by King Kamehameha II. 
Before this famous feast, women and men did not share their meals together. Social 
and religious taboos had forbid this along with certain items to be eaten by women or 
men not of royalty. At this feast, King Kamehameha II symbolically banished these 
ancient customs by eating with women and his common subjects. The name “Lu'au” 
came from the most popular dish at these feasts. Chicken and young tender leaves of 
taro were baked with coconut milk, which is still enjoyed today. 
As time went on, these feasts continued to flourish with many of the traditional Hawaiian 
customs still intact. All of the dishes were enjoyed with ones fingers. Sitting on lauhala 
mats on the floor, large groups surrounded ti leaf covered tables adorned with large 
centerpieces decorated with flowers and other attractive and fragrant native flora. These 
tables would hold fish, meat, vegetables, fruits, and bowls of poi for the consumption of 
the Ali'i and their subjects. Throughout the generations, Maui luaus became a part of life 
everyone looked forward to. The hula dance became a regular spectacle of 
entertainment as well as the introduction of Polynesian fire knife dancing.. On the 50th 
birthday of the Merry Monarch, King Kalakaua, one of the biggest luaus to date took 
place with over 1500 guests. King Kamehameha III may have beaten him in 1847 with 
an astounding number of guests and food. Serving 271 roasted pigs, 3,125 salted fish, 
2,245 coconuts, and 4,000 taro plants, he knew how to throw a party. 
Today, the modern luau continues to delight those who participate. Local residents 
enjoy the luau on two occasions in particular. The most common reason for a luau is the 
1st birthday of a child. Another is for graduation from High School. Visitors participate in 
luaus as well with more extravagant productions by the large resorts, which combine the 
traditional feast and hula with the dances of Polynesia. 
 
 
The Feast  
Today's Luau feasts are served with most of the authentic Hawaiian cuisine below as 
well as vegetable medleys, pasta's and other non-native dishes. 
 

• Roasted pulled pork from an imu oven. This pork has a smoky-flavor and can be 
salty. 

• Imu - a pit in the earth where the pig and trimmings are cooked. In this pit, wood 
and kindling are combined with apple-sized stones and set ablaze. Once the 
stones are hot, the prepared pig is stuffed with the smoldering hot stones. The 
stones that are still in the pit lay under ti and banana leaves. The pig is lowered 
into the pit with the rest of the food and then covered with more leaves and a 
thick cloth. Once everything is covered properly, the earth is shoveled back into 
the hole covering everything and causing the food to bake underground. This is 
the traditional Hawai'ian way of cooking for a luau. 
 
 
 
 
 

105



 
 

• Lu'au - a mix of meat, coconut milk or cream, and taro leaves that is steamed of 
baked. 

• Poi - cooked root from the taro plant pounded into a smooth paste and thinned 
with water. This is a Hawaiian staple and used to cleanse the palette between 
tastes of each type of food. Traditionally allowed to ferment, the finished product 
is a greyish-purple mixture with the consistency of a runny pudding. The flavor is 
bland with a tangy aftertaste. This controversial dish comes in different 
consistencies, which are often measured by how many fingers are needed to eat 
it. Consistencies range from "one-finger poi to three-finger poi. 

• laulau - tender and young taro leaf tips and fish or chicken wrapped in ti leaves, 
then steamed or baked. 

• Lomi salmon - salted fish that is marinated in lemon juice, tomatoes, and onions. 
This dish came from the sailors that arrived throughout the early days of 
Hawaiian trade. 

• Ahi Poki - a mixture of ahi tuna, or other seafood, marinated in seaweed, chilies, 
and nut oils. This contribution from early Asian influences during the sugarcane 
plantation times is a difficult dish to make same each time. 

• The trimmings - plantain bananas, yams, breadfruit, and sweet potatoes 
• Opihi - limpet 
• Limu - seaweed 
• Inamona - nut relish 
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Make Recipe Books for Recipes for a luau 

 You will search the internet for recipes that you would like to include in your Luau 
recipe book.  You will include these recipes in your Luau recipe book.  

CRAFTS MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED: 

*notebook, 8Y2 by 11 inches 

*decorative paper 

*2 pieces of ribbon, each 8 inches long 

*glue 

*colored pencil 

*scissors 

*tape measure 
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DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING RECIPE FILE BOOK: 

Step 1 

 

Paste two pages together on two sides (marked A and B in drawing) and leave side C 

open. Repeat this until you have 24 

“envelopes” in the notebook. Mark each envelope with the kind of recipes to be kept 

there—Appetizers, Soups, Meats, Fish, Vegetables, Desserts, Drinks, Sandwiches, etc. 
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Step 2 

 

Glue the pieces of ribbon onto the center of the back and front covers of the notebook. 

Step 3 

 

Glue decorative paper onto the covers. Cut the ends of the ribbon on the bias, to 

prevent fraying. You can make the same file for patterns, bills, or personal letters. 
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Dress/Clothing 

The island chain which comprises the state of Hawaii was first settled by Polynesian 
explorers sometime between A.D. 800 and 1000. By the time Europeans made first 
contact in the late 18th century, the native Hawaiians had established a rich and thriving 
culture which was nonetheless strictly divided along caste lines. Social status was 
marked by what a person wore and this convention continued even after the arrival of 
Christian missionaries and their Western modes of dress. 

Grass Skirts                 
One of the most easily identifiable symbols of Hawaii because of its association with 
traditional hula dancers, the grass skirt was actually constructed from the outer bark and 
leaves of the banana tree. The skirt's waistband was tightly braided and fit the wearer 
snugly. Longer strands of fiber hung down from the waistband. Traditionally, the same 
fibrous material was fashioned into anklets and worn during ceremonial dances.  

Kapa Cloth                
Kapa cloth, also known as "bark cloth" in the West and called "tapa" throughout the rest 
of the Pacific Rim, was the material from which the most common articles of Hawaiian 
clothing were made. Traditionally manufactured by women, kapa cloth is made from the 
bark of the paper mulberry tree through a complex process which renders the bark into 
a pliable, felt-like fabric. Kapa cloth was often dyed or printed with bold, colorful 
patterns. The finished cloth was then fashioned into "malo," the tucked skirt worn by 
men, or the "pa'u," the short skirt worn by women.  

Feathered Attire                              
The intricate feathered capes, cloaks, and headdresses worn by Hawaiian nobility and 
royalty are easily the most stunning of all traditional garments. These items were 
constructed from a base of a finely woven fiber netting and thousands of brightly colored 
feathers in a bold design. Lesser chiefs wore shorter feathered capes while kings and 
high-ranking officials wore longer cloaks. The all-yellow cloak of King Kamehameha 
(who died in 1819) survives today and is composed of approximately 450,000 feathers 
of the mamo bird. Each mamo bird only yielded about six or seven of the appropriate 
feathers so it is little wonder that royal Hawaiian tastes for feather garments led to the 
extinction of several species of birds.  
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Women's Garments After European Contact        
Christian missionaries were the first permanent white settlers to the Hawaiian islands 
and they brought with them restrictive ideas about modesty. Before the arrival of whites 
to the island, Hawaiian women did not typically cover their breasts but afterward they 
were expected to adopt more modest forms of dress. Hawaiian women began wearing 
the "holoku," a loose fitting, high necked, long sleeved dress adapted from the styles 
worn by the missionary wives. The mu'umu'u was originally intended as an 
undergarment worn together with the holoku, but Hawaiian women began using them 
for sleepwear and swimwear instead.  

Men's Garments After European Contact                            
The aloha shirt: a perfect blend of tradition and the West. Hawaiian men quickly 
adopted a Western style of dress after the arrival of white settlers. For instance, 
missionaries introduced the plain dyed work shirts which, after the addition of the 
distinctively bold floral prints common to Hawaiian kapa cloth, became the ubiquitous 
"aloha" shirt still popular with tourists, natives and stateside party people alike. One 
piece of traditional men's clothing which did survive intact to the present is the "lava 
lava" wrap skirt. Worn wrapped snugly around the waist, this kind of masculine skirt 
could be worn knee length or longer.  

Create your own lei 

 

Materials Needed: 

• Colorful Construction Paper  
• Colorful Straws  
• Yarn  
• Scissors 
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Instructions:  
An easy project! Cut a length of yarn to hang loosely around your neck; make sure you 
cut it a little longer than you want it so you have room to tie the ends of the yarn 
together. Cut the straws into 1-inch long pieces.  

Cut many colorful flower shapes out of construction paper. If you like, you can reduce 
the size of this flower pattern and use it. Use a hole puncher and put holes in the center 
of all your flowers.  

Now that you have all your pieces prepared, you can start making your lei! Tie a small 
piece of straw onto the end of your piece of yarn. Start stringing your flowers and straw 
pieces onto the yarn. Alternate between flowers and straws. Once you get the design 
you want and the yarn piece is full, tie the two ends of the yarn together and wear your 
lei with pride! 
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History 

“The Aloha State” became the 50th state in 1959, but the history of Hawaii goes back 
centuries earlier. Roughly 1,500 years ago, Polynesians from the Marquesas Islands 
first set foot on Hawaii's Big Island. With only the stars to guide them, they miraculously 
sailed over 2000 miles in canoes to migrate to the Islands.  Five hundred years later, 
settlers from Tahiti arrived, bringing their beliefs in gods and demi-gods and instituting a 
strict social hierarchy based on a kapu (taboo) system. Hawaiian culture flourished over 
the centuries, giving rise to the art of the hula and the sport of surfing, but land division 
conflicts between ruling chieftains were common. 
http://www.gohawaii.com/statewide/travel-tips/history  

Activity: Historical Power point  

Students can create a power point about their family history or the history of their 
city/community.  Students can add pictures, old documents ex: (marriage licenses, 
newspaper articles, pamphlets, etc...) by scanning them at home or at their school’s 
library.  They can also add important timelines and important facts that deal with the 
events.  Students can present to their class or at a school fair.  Teachers can provide 
lab/library time so that students can have ample time to create their historical power 
point.  

 

                                        
http://www.gohawaii.com/statewide/discover/essential-hawaii/hula-of-hawaii 
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Hawaii’s Jeopardy Game
Topography Geology Floral and 

Fauna
Climate Protected Ares

10 10 10 10 10

20 20 20 20 20

30 30 30 30 30

40 40 40 40 40

50 50 50 50 50
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BorderFest Comic Book
Last year the BorderFest Educational Program introduced a BorderFest Comic Book to the 

Education Program.  The creation of the first ever comic book  enhanced the learning experience that the 
students were exposed to.   This year they produced a second edition comic book.  The comic book was 
made up of narrative artwork accompanied by dialog written in word balloons and included a brief p p y g
descriptive prose.  The term "comic book" arose because the first comic books reprinted humor comic 
strips, but despite their name, comic books do not necessarily operate in humorous mode; most modern 
comic books tell stories in a variety of genres. Last  year the comic book took on the title Pepper’s Aussie 
Experience. Pepper, our BorderFestmascot took readers through a journey in Australia where he met 
Max, a Kangaroo and together they learned along with the children about the history, culture, art, 
architecture, weather, food and anything else that the country had to offer.   

This year BorderFest’s comic book took on the title Pepper’s Perfect Honeymoon. Pepper, ourThis year BorderFest s comic book took on the title Pepper s Perfect Honeymoon. Pepper, our 
BorderFestmascot took readers through a journey in Hawaii where he met Nene, a Hawaiian Goose and 
together they learned along with the children about the history, culture, art, architecture, weather, food 
and anything else that Hawaii had to offer in order for Pepper to plan his honeymoon.  The 12 page book is 
an innovative way to engage children in the learning of Hawaii and enrich the experience.  This is the 
second  edition and will be printed every year with the culture BorderFest is honoring that year.  Due to 
the importance of conserving the environment, the comic book was printed on recycled paper.    This new 
and entire concept added additional over all value to the Educational Program and provided students andand entire concept added additional over‐all value to the Educational Program and provided students and 
teachers yet another learning tool as part of the whole BorderFest experience.  Thirty Thousand copies 
were printed by sponsor Valley Town Crier and were handed out to the students K‐8th grade at the festival 
and by Valley Town Crier at their booth at BorderFest throughout the entire four days.













BorderFest Field Trips
As part of the Education Program and expansion of the learning experience, on BorderFest Thursday 

and Friday mornings, more than 5,750 students came to BorderFest to get a sneak preview of BorderFest
2011 “Celebrating Hawaii”.  Students were bused from both Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD, and Pharr Oratory 
of St. Philip Neri School System to spend the entire morning  immersed in Hawaiian culture as special guests 
of BorderFest. They had the exciting opportunity to enjoy BorderFest and bring relevancy to what they hadof BorderFest.  They had the exciting opportunity to enjoy BorderFest and bring relevancy to what they had 
learned in the classroom.  

The  students spent the entire morning being immersed in Hawaiian culture, Hawaiian music, dance 
and crafts.  Everything they learned in the classroom came to life.  They were also treated to the Sea Lion 
Show,  Wendy’s Tropical Bird Show, Rocket the Robot, BorderFest’sMascot Pepper and games with our 
sponsor Kraft.  Entertainers came in a day early to provide this educational and memorable experience for 
the students. 

Touches of Hawaii were interwoven throughout the grounds and in the Hawaiian Island area wasTouches of Hawaii were interwoven throughout the grounds and in the Hawaiian Island area was 
built to enhance the educational and entertainment experience celebrating Hawaii this year.  The 
excitement was on when the gates opened, and the excitement, fun and learning never let up.  Hawaiian  
dancers, musicians, artists and craftsmen filled the islands with music and island fun. 

Students that may have never been to BorderFest were able to experience a little bit of Hawaii and 
BorderFest in both the classroom and the BorderFest sneak preview activities.  Many parents and families 
came to BorderFest over the weekend as a result of their children’s learning experiences in the classroom 
d fi ld t i t th f ti land field trip to the festival. 

As an added bonus BorderFest’s Merchandising Committee took suggestions from students last year 
and  selected several items that were of interest to the youth, as well as inexpensive, this year to sell when 
the students came out on the field trips.  The students were delighted when the souvenir booth was open 
for them and really enjoyed being able to purchase a souvenir.



















BorderFest Artist in Residence
For BorderFest 2011, the committee decided to enhance its approach to education and community 

outreach and move beyond what they had done in the past.  Given Hidalgo’s proximity to Mexico, many 
students and residents daily function in a bi‐national, bi‐cultural and bilingual world and BorderFest
organizers wanted them to connect with Hawaii in a similar manner.  To help facilitate this, the BorderFest
A i ti i it d H ii P f i l D d E t P d R P k f Al h E t t i tAssociation invited Hawaiian Professional Dancer and Event Producer Rene Park from Aloha Entertainment, 
to work as an Artist in Residence with the students in the two Hidalgo school districts and the Oratory to 
create an interactive experience “Celebrating Hawaii”, including to spending an entire day on each 
elementary school campus in both school districts providing programs for students K‐5th grade.  In addition 
Rene worked with students in the Junior High and High School dance programs.  For the lower grades K‐5th 
Rene told taught Hawaiian traditions, history and the Hula.  For the Junior and High School dance programs 
she taught the students the Hula  and other Hawaiian dances that were used in the parades and on the 
stages in the Hawaiian Islands.  Collectively more than 7,700 students were introduced to traditional 
Hawaiian music, storytelling, and dance over the course of two and a half weeks and more than 89,928 
spectators enjoyed the students dancing over the four day BorderFest weekend.  

The Artist in Residence, Rene Park, spent one full day in each elementary school K‐5th grade over a 
period of 2 ½ weeks.  Her 45 minute presentation took place every 45 minutes from 8:15 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m. During each interactive presentation, Rene introduced Hawaiian culture and history of Hawaii.  She 
continued by making a comparison between Hawaii, North America and Mexico

Rather than teaching participants some dance steps on music, the working method of Rene primarily 
focused on enjoying the movements and to use them to express one‐self.  Performing in front of an 
audience requires many skills and the journey and experience that the students gained with this project 
were numerous.  They included: gained confidence, discipline, physical co‐ordination skills, self esteem, 
working in a team, self expression, and insight in the artistic process and fitness. 

In the Jr. High and High Schools she taught the students traditional Hawaiian dances that they 
performed in traditional Hawaiian costumes made by the students and parents in the four parades and in p y p p
the International Tent and she gave the audience a brief on Hawaiian history and heritage of dance 
traditions.

The Artist in Residence program represents a culmination of some of the BorderFest’s guiding 
principles – participation, education, art enrichment and celebration.  Providing a chance for students to 
learn from an international dancer and then  perform enriches the lives and experiences of everyone and 
proves that South Texas and Hawaii share many positive characteristics.













BorderFest Youth in Parades
The BorderFest Association knows that “everyone loves a parade”, so BorderFest schedules four 

parades throughout the three day festival.  The Grand Parade is always held Saturday morning and the 
other three are held in the evenings of Friday, Saturday and Sunday, illuminating the grounds of BorderFest.  
Action 4 News has always done an excellent job of televising Saturday’s evening parade.

The BorderFest Association feels that school and youth participation in the parades is an integralThe BorderFest Association feels that school and youth participation in the parades is an integral 
part of the parade.  BorderFest Association believes it is important for students to have an opportunity to 
participate.  BorderFest owns eleven float trailers and throughout the years have allowed schools and 
school organizations to use them to build floats.  The floats are always built around the country BorderFest
is saluting, and prizes and trophies are given for the Youth Float.  Because competition is always fierce, 
especially between the two school districts in Hidalgo, some schools get more elaborate and build floats on 
larger trailers.  The school groups’ floats have become so professional looking that they rival floats built by 
professional float builders This year over 18 floats were built by the students teachers and parentsprofessional float builders.  This year over 18 floats were built by the students, teachers and parents 
enhancing the “Celebration of Hawaii” and adding excitement to the thousands on the streets watching 
them travel through town and around the BorderFest grounds.

Bands and music really add a festive dimension to parades.  High School Bands from all over the Rio 
Grande Valley, San Antonio, Houston, and Corpus Christi are invited to participate in the BorderFest
Parades.  Scholarships of $1,000 are given to all high schools that participate.  BorderFest 2011 had 8 High 
School bands marching in and livening up the parades.  It was “toe tapping” at its best.

I k i ith B d F t’ i i f t d ti hi t i ti d lt lIn keeping with BorderFest’smission of arts, education, historic preservation and cultural 
enrichment, providing scholarships for each high school band, helping students build floats and cultivating 
community pride and participation, and teaching the youth how to share their talents with thousands of 
viewers makes this another total educational and community outreach effort.























BORDERFEST HISTORY
BorderFest had its beginnings in 1976 when a committee from the HidalgoBorderFest had its beginnings in 1976 when a committee from the Hidalgo 

Chamber of Commerce set out to celebrate American Bicentennial by commemorating the local 
border culture, the international setting, and the unique community spirit. The first attempt drew 
500 people; 35 years later there were 89,928 in attendance. 

Now celebrated each year on the first weekend in March, BorderFest is a four‐day‐
plus extravaganza staged by the non‐profit BorderFest Association, with more than 122 
committee chairmen and co‐chairmen, and over 1,000 enthusiastic volunteers.   An enlightened 
leadership, a sympathetic city administration, many business supporters, and a proud citizenry 
have now brought BorderFestto its 35th year.

Named by its festival peers as the best in Texas 8 years in a row and the 
International Festival and Event Association honored BorderFest as the best of its kind in the 
world in 2005, 2006, 2007 and again in 2008. As a non‐profit, the celebration donates between 
$50,000 and $60,000 in scholarships to area youth, and assists community organizations in raising 

f h imoney for their own causes.
Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a different 
country each year.  Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater experiences 
and educational opportunities as the borders are expanded and BorderFest raises its bar of 
excellence. 

This year, BorderFest “Celebrated Hawaii”, with twenty tented stage and 
entertainment areas filled with more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes forentertainment areas  filled with more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, for 
families, for young people and for seniors. Everyone had a great time with singing, dancing, arts & 
crafts, day and nightly illuminated parades, kids’ activities, a sea of food of all kinds, a full carnival 
and continuous family fun ‐ all the things that makes the Rio Grande Valley such a special place, 
and BorderFest such a memorable experience.



BorderFest
Goals & ObjectivesGoals & Objectives

The goals and objectives of the BorderFest Association are to showcase the variety and 
diversity of South Texas, a heritage that flavors the food, the fun, the language and the lives of 
residents and visitors alike to provide entertainment enjoyment education diversion and aresidents and visitors alike, to provide entertainment, enjoyment, education, diversion and a 
rewarding and memorable experience to fans, local residents, Rio Grande Valleyites, families, 
kids, seniors, and visitors of all ages from all over the state and the nation.

BorderFest 2011 strategic goals:
∙ Increase advance ticket sales.
∙ Increase 2010 attendanceIncrease 2010 attendance.
∙ Expand the educational experience for schools K‐8th Grade through a Curriculum Program 
focusing on the country BorderFest celebrates each year.  
∙ Enhance the BorderFest website and add a .com address in addition to the .org address to 
aid in increasing the number of direct hits and increase social media presence.
∙ Streamline the volunteer registration process through a computerized software program.
∙ Increase sponsorship ROI.p p
‐Create cross promotions between sponsors.
∙ Provide sponsors an opportunity to showcase their products.
∙ Create excitement and awareness of BorderFest parades by assuring quality, safety and 
memorable experiences for both parade participants and parade viewers
∙ Provide the ultimate experience for all that attend BorderFest.
∙ Create excitement and BorderFest anticipation by further enhancing the culture BorderFest
celebrates each year through displays, art and crafts, education and entertainment from that 
country.  



BORDERFEST MISSION
BorderFest is dedicated to the celebration of the diverse and unique cultural and musical 
heritage of South Texas and the border area, and to the perpetuation of that heritage 
through musical performances, the arts, entertainment, education and participation.  

It is now the largest and oldest such celebration in South Texas, attended by enthusiastic g y
people of all ages, ethnicities, and tastes from Texas, many of the United States, Canada 
and Mexico.



“PEPPER” BORDERFEST’S EMISSARY
A Few Words About “Pepper”

The perennial symbol of BorderFest has for many years been a loveable mascot 
named “Pepper”.  Each year he takes on a whole new personality, a new presence, and a new 
importance.  He takes on the theme and look of the country BorderFest celebrates every year.  He 
is everywhere in his new role each year as an active “emissary” rather than simply a more passive 
“mascot”.  He decks himself out as the costume of the culture we celebrate.  Last year he turned 
Australian and was outfitted as Crocodile Dundee.  The year before he turned Jamaican and was 
outfitted as a Jamaican Pirate in red, green and gold pirates jacket and pirates hat sitting atop his 
bead adorned dreadlocks and the year before that he wore red, black and gold silk Chinese vest 
and Mandarin hat helping to “Celebrate China”and Mandarin hat helping to “Celebrate China”.

In 2011 Pepper was decked out as a Surfer in a traditional Hawaiian lavalava with 
Maile Lei. He was in every parade in the Valley, San Antonio, Poteet and Corpus Christi inviting 
everyone he saw to BorderFest.  He was virtually everywhere on the BorderFest grounds, being 
photographed with kids and grandparents and everyone in between.

Pepper made personal appearances at children’s hospitals, rest homes, at sporting 
events in State Farm Arena and every place where he could spread the BorderFest word Heevents in State Farm Arena, and every place where he could spread the BorderFest word.  He 
delivered media gifts to all the media across the valley and visited BorderFest sponsors along the 
way.  Pepper’s positive influence is such that he brings smiles to all who see him.

He was in all BorderFest promotional materials, in the official logo, on 
merchandise, and as an animated character on the grounds.  One cannot think about BorderFest
without thinking about Pepper.  He is the face of BorderFest.

Last year Pepper surprised everyone and proposed to his friend “Cha Cha Rita” y pp p y p p
during the Action 4 News Illuminated parade on Saturday evening of the festival.  And, this year in 
a traditional Hawaiian Wedding Cha Cha Rita and Pepper were married during the Action 4 News 
Illuminated Parade.
They make a great couple and Cha Cha Rita will now help Pepper promote BorderFest going to 
parades, sponsor visits, charitable events and anywhere she is needed to enhance promotional 
efforts.






