
City of Santa Clarita 
Earth Arbor Day 

 
Overview 

 
Background 

In 2009, the City of Santa Clarita added Earth Day programming to the existing twenty 
year running Arbor Day Celebration to remind the community of the importance of being green 
and taking care of our planet.  The event broadened to encourage the community to renew their 
commitment to reusing, reducing, and recycling.  Earth Arbor Day is a free outdoor event, open 
to the public, and features eco-minded vendors, live entertainment, free trees, and hands-on 
activities. 
 
Objectives 

• Increase awareness of the City of Santa Clarita’s environmental programs 
• Increase awareness of environmental art and artists 

 
Target Audience 

• Families in the Santa Clarita Valley and surrounding areas 
 
Website 
Greensantaclarita.com 
 
Earth Arbor Day Sponsors 
The presenting sponsor is Santa Clarita Valley Family of Water Suppliers 
The event sponsors are Whole Foods Market, Valley Crest Tree Company, AT&T Real Yellow 
Pages, Mann Biomedical Park, Burrtec Waste Industries, Agromin, LA County Sheriff’s 
Department, and Stay Green. 
 
Volunteers 
Over 120 volunteered to plant 30 trees at Central Park, oversee the zero waste programs, and 
package and distribute mulch.  Volunteers took shifts throughout the day for each of these 
programs.  
 
Attendance 

• 2500 participants 
• 80 vendors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Recycled Work of Art Contest 
Duration – Started in 2009 with the beginning of the Earth Arbor Day combination 
 The City of Santa Clarita’s Earth Arbor Day hosed an environmental art contest designed 
to increase awareness of the City's recycling program, as well as the awareness of art.  Artists 
continue to redefine public art; environmental artists are at the cutting edge of this redefinition.  
While working on the environmental art piece, artists are reminded that everything used in the 
artwork, with the exception of what holds it together, should be made of reusable, recycled, 
and/or recyclable material.  It may be painted or left natural.  Artists may not use hazardous 
materials or containers that once held hazardous waste (i.e. paint, oil, pesticides, cleaning 
products, chemicals, etc). In addition, all art projects must be preserved or recycled properly.  No 
art should end up in a landfill! 
 
Budget 
 

Elements Budget 
Children’s Zone $3,300 
Entertainment $2,800 
Activities $1,400 
Tree Giveaway $2,400 
Volunteer t-shirts $1,500 
Marketing $3,500 
Equipment Rental $5,100 
Totals $20,000 

 
 
 
 



Earth Arbor Day 
Event Summary 

 
Concluding the 2011 Earth Arbor Day event, a series of evaluation meetings determined new 
elements, approaches and ideas to enhance the event for the benefit of the attendees.  After 
consulting with staff from Urban Forestry and Communications Division, the Arts and Events 
Office recommends the following suggested changes and improvement.   
 
2011 Successful Components: 

- The musical performances and youth performances on each of the stages highly 
complimented the event. 

- Interspersing art vendors, activities, and eco-friendly vendor throughout the various 
sections of the event, gives participants a good variety of vendors and activities. 

- Zero waste at the event is a high priority.  Keeping with the eco-friendly activities, zero 
waste is a good opportunity to show how to keep down consumption and waste. 

 
Objective: Event date and time 
For the 2011 year, the event date was the second weekend of April; the national Earth Day is 
April 22.  The event will continue to be held on the second weekend of April, to receive more 
vendors, as well as not be on the same weekend as the City’ Cowboy Festival. 
2012 Strategy: 

• Date: April 14, 2012 
• Time: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, with opening ceremonies starting at 10:00 am 
• Location: Central Park, field 7 and 8 

 
Objective: Modify the layout 
For the 2011 year, the layout of the vendor booths were spacious, bring the booths (vendors, 
activities, and entertainment) closer together will give for a livelier event. 
2012 Strategy: 

• Vendor booths and interactive activities will be condensed to bring each of the sections 
closer together 

• The free tree giveaway section will be split up into four separate sections, to separate the 
various types of trees for staff to be able to give more time to explain each of the trees 

• Condensing the entertainment to one main stage and a lounge area for local performers 
 
Objectives: Marketing enhancements 
For the 2011 year, the marketing efforts were geared towards local media outlets, which is the 
direction that the event will stay in. 
2012 Strategy: 

• Using social media to attract a potentially new crowd to the event, with QR codes for a 
free fruit tree promotion.  (Public is most interested in receiving a fruit tree). 

• Continuing to use local publications to promote the event. 



Supporting Question 
Best Environmental Program 

 
a. What ‘Green’ initiatives were used. 
 Since 2006, City of Santa Clarita residents and businesses were responsible for diverting 
54% of the solid waste generated away from landfills through recycling and reuse. While our 
City is definitely making progress, we are now embarking on a new challenge, the “zero waste” 
concept. Wasting resources is inefficient and that efficient use of our natural resources is what 
we should work to achieve. It requires that we maximize our existing recycling and reuse efforts, 
while ensuring that products are designed for the environment and have the potential to be 
repaired, reused, or recycled. 
 At the Earth Arbor Day event, the City of Santa Clarita changed it from a zero waste 
concept to a zero waste reality. There were no waste receptacles at the event. Instead, the City of 
Santa Clarita’s franchised commercial solid waste services provider, Burrtec Waste Industries, 
provided only recycle and compost bins. A group of volunteers guided and educated event 
participants on which items belong in the recycle or compost bins. Additionally, the City worked 
with the vendors at the event to ensure that all of their products did not generate any waste and 
could be reused, recycled, or composted.  
 
 
b. How were the initiative promoted to the public? Including marketing materials. 
 The zero waste concept was promoted to the public through the Earth Arbor Day website 
(greensantaclarita.com), as well as in the press releases sent out to the media.  There was a 
follow up article written about the success of the zero waste initiative at the event.  The Recycled 
Work of Art contests came out of the zero waste concept, to reuse items to make an art piece.  
 
 
c. Education programs pertaining to your environmental program. 
 The educational component of the program was the Recycled Work of Art contest 
through the local elementary, junior high, and high schools.  Artists continue to redefine public 
art; environmental artists are at the cutting edge of this redefinition. The environmental art 
contest increases awareness of the City's recycling program, as well as the awareness of art.  All 
recycled artworks on display at the event, judged by professional artists, and awarded to the 
contestants.  
 **Contest entry forms attached. 
 
 
d. How was environmental program enforced / encouraged, tracked, and staffed? 
 The environmental program, Recycled Work of Art was encouraged by the City of Santa 
Clarita’s Arts Education Liaison to the principals and superintendants of the five school districts.  
Twenty schools participated in the Recycled Work of Art contest, which consisted of sculptures, 
wall art, and a recycled tree.  The Arts Education Liaison tracked the participant’s entries and 
used volunteers to set-up, secure, and take down the art works in the Recycled Work of Art 
Gallery. 
 
 



 
 
e. Who assisted in your environment program. 
 The Arts Education Liaison coordinated the art contest program with the assistance of 
volunteers on the weekend of the Earth Arbor Day event. 
 
F. Measurable results 
 Over 30 tree sculptures, 25 garden of people sculptures, professional life-size sculptures, 
and 10 art wall sculptures were able to be recycled, if the artist did not want to display their 
artwork in another location.  The materials used in the art pieces, made for less items going into a 
landfill. 
 
 
G. Non-tangible results 
 Students were able to learn and understand that items they thought of as trash could be 
reused to make artwork.  The program gave awareness of environmental art, as well as learning 
about the City of Santa Clarita’s zero waste concepts. 
 
 
 



Tree City USA Award
In conjunction with the Earth Day Festival, the City will 

be celebrating its 20th Annual Arbor Day. During the 
celebration the City will be recognized by the National Arbor 
Day Foundation and receive its 19th consecutive Tree City 
USA award for 2008. The National Arbor Day Foundation and 
the National Association of State Foresters conduct the Tree 
City USA program. The awards recognizes communities that 
effectively manage their public tree resources, and to encourage 
the implementation of community tree management. The first 
Arbor Day took place on April 10, 1872 in Nebraska. Today all 50 
states celebrate Arbor Day as a way to increase awareness of the 
importance of trees and as a day for increased tree planting. 

This year’s event will offer 1,000 free trees to the public and 
1,000 free bags of composted mulch. In addition, there will be 
volunteer tree planting opportunities for all ages. Eighty new 
trees will be planted throughout Central Park, including many 
at the new Dog Park. This is an opportunity for community 
members to help plant trees to offset the effects of global 
warming and to improve our air quality.

Car Free!

Calling all Santa Clarita 
residents, here is your 

challenge:
“Leave your car at home!”

Walk, bicycle, take a bus, or 
other forms of sustainable 
transportation for the City of 
Santa Clarita’s Earth Day Festival 
and 20th Annual Arbor Day 
Celebration held at Central 
Park. On Saturday, April 18, take 
advantage of the free citywide 
service on Santa Clarita Transit 
courtesy of MV Transportation.

Ride your bike to either the 
Westfield Valencia Town 
Center (free shuttle on Citrus 
and Magic Mountain Parkway) 
or the Santa Clarita Sports 
Complex (free shuttle on Centre 
Pointe Parkway), valet your bike, 
and catch a free ride on the 
Santa Clarita Transit to Central 
Park, where you will receive a 
shopping bag compliment of 
Whole Food Market.

Enjoy riding your bike! Arrive 
early to Central Park and 
participate in one of two 
bicycle rides presented by 
Newhall Bicycles Company. 
A road ride, covering 40-miles, 
and the Family Ride, covering 
10-miles, will leave Central Park 
at 8:15 am. Bring your bike 
into Newhall Bicycle Company 
on the corner of 8th Street and 
Railroad Avenue for a pre-ride 
service check. Once you arrive 
back in Central Park, you will 
have the opportunity to valet 
your bike free thanks to the 
Los Angeles County Bicycle 
Coalition. Please remember to 
wear your helmet!

ZERO WASTE

we all know how to “reduce, reuse, and recycle.” For a number 
of years now, we have been living it and have come to 

make it a part of our everyday lives. In 2006, City residents and 
businesses were responsible for diverting 54 percent of the solid 
waste generated away from landfills through recycling and reuse. 
While we are definitely making progress, we are now embarking 
on a new challenge — the “zero waste” concept. Zero waste is 
based on the concept that wasting resources is inefficient and that 
efficient use of our natural resources is what we should work to 
achieve. It requires that we maximize our existing recycling and 
reuse efforts, while ensuring that products are designed for the 
environment and have the potential to be repaired, reused, or 
recycled. 

At the City’s Earth Day event, we will be changing it from a zero 
waste concept to a zero waste reality! That’s right, there will be 
no waste receptacles at the event. Instead, the City’s franchised 
commercial solid waste services provider, Burrtec Waste 
Industries, will be providing only recycle and compost bins. A 
group of volunteers will provide guidance and educate event 
participants on which item belongs in the recycle or compost 
bins. Additionally, the City worked with the vendors at the event 
to ensure that all of their products do not generate any waste and 
can be reused, recycled, or composted.

College of the Canyons 
Service Learning 
Program

Through the nationally 
recognized, award-

winning Service Learning 
Program at College of the 
Canyons, students will assist 
the City of Santa Clarita in 
multiple ways at the Earth 
Day Festival and 20th annual 
Arbor Day Celebration. Prior 
to the festival, COC students 
visited classrooms in various 
elementary schools, such as 
North Park Elementary and 
Santa Clarita International 
School, assisting K-6 grade 
students to create projects 
for the Recycled Works 
of Art Contest. College of 
the Canyon’s Sustainable 
Development Committee (SDC) 
and Students for Sustainability 
will assist with all zones of the 
event, including Community 
Zone, Eco-Zone, and Green 
Car Zone. The collaborations 
among COC students, faculty, 
and staff represent the ongoing 
endeavors by the College’s 
Sustainable Development 
Committee to raise awareness 
on environmental issues on 
campus and in the larger 
community. 



Saturday, April 16
10:00 am–5:00 pm 

Central Park

greensantaclarita.com/earthday

 Join your community and renew 
   your commitment to   

 reuse, reduce,  
   and recycle!

 Meet eco-minded artists, green businesses,  
  and ecologically-concerned community groups         

 sharing resources and education  

                      about green and healthy living.

Alternative Transportation  
Tree Zone • Energy Zone • Eco Zone

Water Conservation • Children’s Zone

   Enjoy fun eco-kid activities, food, 
         live entertainment, and displays in   

               six interactive zones:

   Enjoy fun eco-kid activities, food, 
         live entertainment, and displays in   

               six interactive zones:



Saturday, April 16   10:00 am–5:00 pm

greensantaclarita.com/earthday



Schedule
Earth Arbor Day FestivalEarth Arbor Day Festival

Children’s stage 
 10:00 CanUn Drum 

 10:45  Magic Show

 12:30 CanUn Drum

 1:30 Puppet Show

 2:15 Recycled Work of Art Awards

 3:45  Animal Show

Free stuFF
Water Footprint Quiz      Location:  Santa Clarita Valley Family of Water Suppliers Tent 

What is your water footprint? Enter the H2O on-line calculator to find out!
Complimentary Mulch Location:  Basketball Courts    

Compliments of City of Santa Clarita’s Urban Forestry
Trees (1 gallon) Location:  Parking Lot    

Compliments of ?
Ladybugs  Location:  Children’s Zone   Collect live ladybugs for your personal garden!
Community Garden Location:  Meet at Community Garden booth. Tours of the Community start 

on the hour.
Safe Routes to School Location:  Next to Restrooms. Make it safer, easier, and more fun to walk  

and bike to school.
Solar Cooking Demo Location:  Eco Zone   Free chocolate chip cookie samples made by the sun!
Conservatory Garden Location:  Catch the Trolley in the Parking Lot. Free trolley ride to Castaic Lake 

Water Agency, to join the docents for a guided tour of the garden.

Main stage
 10:00 Riley Lyon    Folk Rock

 10:30 The Driftwood Reunion Band  Old Country

 11:20  Chris & Adrienne Wood  Classical Music Duo

 12:00 Opening Ceremonies

 12:20 TJ Sullivan   Blues

 1:20 Sean Hughes   Pop Rock

 2:20 Brian Bell    Hip Hop Rock

 3:00 Ross Altman    Traditional Folk

Main stage 
 9:50 Top 10 Benefits of Trees presented by City of Santa Clarita, Urban Forestry

 11:10  Top 10 ways to conserve water presented by Castaic Lake Water Agency

 11:55  Blah Blah presented by Community Garden

 12:15  Green Car Technology presented by Plug-in America

 1:10  Blah Blah presented by Green Convergence

 2:10 Top 10 Benefits of Mulch presented by City of Santa Clarita, Land Maintenance District

 3:10  Water Quality, preventing pollution in the Santa Clara River presented by Blah Blah

 4:10  Top 10 Best Trees for Santa Clarita presented by City of Santa Clarita, Urban Forestry

 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Quick Tips

Free Stuff



Saturday, April 16

10:00 am–5:00 pm 

Central Park

greensantaclarita.com/earthday



Celebrate the importance of being green and taking care of our community!

Meet eco-minded artists, green businesses, and ecologically-concerned 
 community groups sharing resources and education  

about green and healthy living.

Enjoy fun eco-kid activities, live entertainment, good food, and displays in  
six interactive zones:

Join your community and renew your commitment to reuse, reduce, and recycle!

Alternative Transportation • Tree Zone • Energy Zone
Eco Zone • Water Conservation • Children’s Zone

CENTRAL
PARK
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