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Pigeon Forge Celebrates  
50 Years of Forging Progress 

 
The earliest recorded history of Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee was when the Cherokee and other Eastern 
tribes of Native Americans used the area for hunting 
grounds.  The first white settlers began arriving near the 
end of the Revolutionary War, around 1781.  Around 
the early 1800s, a mill had been built along the Little 
Pigeon River, and self-sustaining life in the small 
community was under way. 
 

Around 1820, Isaac Love established and operated a 
furnace and iron forge near one of these mills.  In fact, 

the name Pigeon Forge is a combination of the iron works and 
the river that flows through town.  In the 1700s and early 
1800s the riverbanks were lined with beech trees.  The river 
got its name from the flocks of now extinct passenger pigeons 
that fed on the beechnuts.  A landmark sale of a small piece 
of property in 1946 resulted in an old tobacco barn becoming 
the Pigeon Forge Pottery, the city’s first tourism-related 
business. 

 
The formation 
of the nearby 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park served as a major 
business boom for the Pigeon Forge community as 
people from across the United States became regular 
visitors to the park.  As a result, local residents voted in 
April 1961, 160 to 152, in favor of Pigeon Forge 
incorporating and becoming a full-fledged city. 
 
Another major turning point in the city’s quest for a 
flourishing tourism industry came in 1986 when country 

music superstar Dolly Parton applied her name to Dollywood, a 
theme park on the site of the former Silver Dollar City attraction. 
 

On April 4, 2011, the City of Pigeon 
Forge celebrated its 50th anniversary 
of incorporation.  When all these 
pieces of Pigeon Forge history come 
together, a picture of the highly 
successful business community is 
revealed, one that the city’s 
founding fathers could only have 
imagined 9 – 11 million visitors who call Pigeon Forge their home away 
from home each year!   
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The Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events 
 
Established as a branch of the Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism in 
1991, the Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events is charged with the 
development and implementation of events designed to bring more 
people to the city for overnight visitation, shopping, dining and 
attendance at various attractions. 
 
Additionally, the Office of Special Events was given the responsibility for 
the city’s events at that time: Dolly Parton’s Springtime Parade, Patriot 
Festival, the Winterfest Lighting Program, Winterfest Kickoff and a small 
Mardi Gras celebration. 
 
The Office of Special Events is funded by appropriations by the City of 
Pigeon Forge through the budget of the Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism.  The Department of 
Tourism, with its responsibility for advertising and marketing the city as a whole, advertises Pigeon 
Forge events often as an added value for those considering Pigeon Forge as their vacation destination. 
 
A corps of volunteers was recruited and developed to keep payroll expenses at a minimum and to 

maximize the effectiveness of the city’s efforts.  With one full-
time and one part-time employee, the Office of Special Events 
added several small events over the next five years with 
crowds of 200 – 1,800 people considered to be good 
attendance.  The special events staff grew to five full-time 
employees and a corps of dedicated volunteers numbering 
more than 150. 
 
The Annual Patriot 

Festival, held at Patriot Park on July 4, proved to be an exception 
to the rule.  With July being the busiest time for tourism, this 
special event would bring larger than normal crowds of about 
3,000-5,000. 
 
Intended as a thank you to both residents and visitors, Patriot 
Festival has grown to draw some 70,000 attendees and features 
top-name entertainment, as well as a first-class fireworks display. 
 
Since these early days, the Pigeon Forge’s city-sponsored events have continued to grow and garner 
larger crowds and thousands of devoted attendees.   
 
A staff turnover in 2010-2011 left the Office of Special Events in the enviable position to change the way 
events were presented in Pigeon Forge.  Several of the longstanding events are in the process of being 
enhanced to reach a broader audience and to enhance the Special Events lineup. 

 
The creative team assembled during the transitional period has brought 
a revitalized understanding of the mission for the office and is 
aggressively delivering an extremely enhanced events package.  These 
efforts have led to increases in attendance and interest while also 
succeeding by featuring more diverse, polished and professional events 
for the City of Pigeon Forge. 
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Award Winning Events 
 

Since 1998, the Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events has won numerous awards for its events including: 
 
 IFEA / Haas & Wilkerson Grand Pinnacle Award  
 IFEA / Hass & Wilkerson Pinnacle Awards at the Gold, Silver and Bronze Levels 
 Southeast Tourism Society’s Event of the Year and numerous Top 10 Events and Top 20 Events 

awards 
 Southeast Tourism Society’s Shining Example Award 
 Tennessee Hotel / Motel Association Event of the Year Award 
 GFEA Kaleidoscope Awards 
 The Mountain Press Readers Choice Best of Awards 

 
With a commitment to excellence, the Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events staff constantly searches for 
ways to improve and refresh the following events which are produced annually: 
 
Winterfest 
     Winterfest Kickoff                                                     1 Day            3,000 attendees 
     Trolley Tour of Lights                                             47 Days        10,384 attendees 
     Community Chorus Holiday Concert                     1 Day               450 attendees 
     Wilderness Wildlife Week                                      8 Days         20,000 attendees 
     Saddle Up! Celebration                                           4 Days            6,000 attendees 
A Mountain Quiltfest                                                   6 Days         26,000 attendees  
Dolly Parade                                                                   1 Day           60,000 attendees 
I Love Pigeon Forge Community Night                      1 Day             1,200 attendees 
Patriot Festival                                                               1 Day           65,000 attendees 
2011 Totals                                                                   70 Days       205,334 attendees 
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Wilderness Wildlife Week – Background 
 

Nationally recognized nature photographer Ken Jenkins, pictured left, 
approached the City of Pigeon Forge in 1990 with the idea of 
developing a program designed to increase awareness of nature 
conservation.  The city was very receptive and the first Wilderness 
Wildlife event was created. 
 
Originally, the event consisted of a luncheon and afternoon lectures, 
along with a nature photography exhibit.  Within only a few short 
years, this one-day event grew to a five-day gathering.  Today, 
Wilderness Wildlife Week encompasses eight days of more than 232 
free lectures and workshops featuring a multitude of leaders in the 
environmental and educational fields of study; 45+ free guided hikes 
throughout the Great Smoky Mountains National Park; and 
AppalachiaFest, a concert highlighting the music of Appalachia, with 
world-renowned heritage musicians. 
 

Purpose / Objective 
 
The mission of Wilderness Wildlife Week is to: 
 
 Raise awareness within the general public to the issues concerning the natural environment and, in 

particular, the threats facing the Great Smoky Mountains National Park; 
 Impart the practice of good stewardship to the general public and increase public knowledge of 

ways to protect the environment through the many environmental lectures and materials available 
onsite; 

 Promote an active interest in artistic and cultural programs such as music and photography;   
 Help effect a change in the way people view environmental responsibilities; 
 Increase overnight visitation to Pigeon Forge during a traditionally slow tourism month 
 
Production / Staffing 
 
Production Agency: City of Pigeon Forge 
Department of Tourism 

 
Internal Department: The Office of Special Events 
 
Full-Time City Employees: 4 
 
Pictured left-to-right: Special Events Coordinator, Wally 
Allen; Special Events Coordinator Lana Bowes; Special Events 
Manager, Butch Helton; Special Events Coordinator, Brandon 
Barnes 
                         

Event Volunteers:   More than 60 volunteers work together to staff a variety of positions including: 
 Information Specialist    
 Workshop Introducer  
 Room Monitor / Usher   

  

 Photography Exhibit Coordinators  
 Hospitality Hosts 
 Hike Leaders / Sweeps
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Experts, Education & Environmentalism 
 
Wilderness Wildlife Week features more than 150 presenters representing a wide variety of 
professional, environmental, educational and governmental fields, who freely share their time, 
knowledge, expertise and personal stories with event attendees. 
 
The experts who make presentations at the event donate their time and expertise to the City of Pigeon 
Forge.  This event could not be held if these experts were not so giving of their time, talents and 
knowledge. 
 
Some featured presenters of the 21st Annual Wilderness Wildlife included: 
 
Jeff Rennicke, who served as the Keynote Speaker of the 21st Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week, 

presented programs at Wilderness Wildlife Week including With 
NEW Eyes: Finding a Sense of Place in Nature, Wild Words: Nature 
Writing Workshop and Growing Up Wild: Connecting Kids with the 
Great Outdoors.  Jeff’s travels and poetic stories have been 
chronicled in more than 200 magazine articles in such publications 
as National Geographic Adventure, Backpacker, Reader’s Digest and 
many others, twice winning Gold Medals for Excellence from the 
Society of American Travel Writers.  He is the author of ten books 
including Treasures of Alaska: Last Great American Wilderness and 
Jewels on the Water: Lake Superior’s Apostle Islands and has served 

as a lecturer for the National Geographic Society Expedition programs.   
 
Doug Elliott is a naturalist, herbalist, and storyteller known for his lively, fun, informative presentations. 
He has performed from Canada to the Caribbean. He has been a featured storyteller at the National 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesboro, TN. He has lectured and performed at the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York, the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto and conducted workshops for the 
Smithsonian Institution. He has led ranger training sessions for the National Park Service and guided 
people on wilderness experiences from down-east Maine to the Florida Everglades. He was named 
harmonica champion at Fiddler's Grove Festival in Union Grove, N.C. and has been seen on PBS-Farmer’s 
Almanac TV. He is the author of five books, many articles in regional and national magazines and 
recorded a number of award winning albums of stories and songs. 
 
Bill Fortney is a professional photographer with 39 years experience. He has been a newspaper and 
magazine photojournalist. Bill was the official photographer for the Washington Redskins in their strike 
shortened Super Bowl Championship season. Bill has done medical photography and for the last 17 
years has been one of America’s leading nature photographers. His bestselling books include The Nature 
of America, America From 500 Feet, and Getting Serious About Outdoor Photography.  Four years ago 
Bill joined Nikon as an NPS Technical Representative.  He covers the southern U.S. and the entire 
country for the natural history market.  Bill lives in Corbin, KY with his wife, Sherelene. 
 
Ken Jenkins, professional photographer and creator of Wilderness Wildlife Week, is known throughout 
North America. He is an accomplished author of numerous books covering black bears, grizzlies, and 
other wildlife. Ken and his wife Vicki own Beneath the Smoke, a nature company and gallery in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  Because of Ken’s vision 21 years ago, Wilderness Wildlife Week is now an 
award-winning event, having won the prestigious International Festivals and Events Association’s 
Pinnacle Award for Best Environmental Event and Best Educational Program from among approximately 
1500 award entries. 
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Bill Landry has served as the voice, host, narrator, and co-producer of The Heartland Series for more 
than 25 years.  The Heartland Series has continued to celebrate the people and the land of the entire 
Appalachian region and has received three Emmy Awards and Bill has written and directed many of the 
episodes.  Through the years, Bill’s topics on The Heartland Series have covered various topics relating to 
Appalachia including: geology, wildlife, native plants, invasive species, and other aspects of the region's 
natural history and historical events highlighting regional culture.  As a graduate of the Dallas Theatre 
Center with a Master of Fine Arts degree, Bill considers himself a lover of theatrical crafts that have an 
educational purpose and has portrayed numerous characters on the series.   
 
Mike Meldrum has been a National Park Service Ranger implementing resource education for several 
years in the Cades Cove District. This is his 9th year in the Smoky Mountains. 
 
Don E. Taylor has been creating life-like woodcarvings for over 25 years. He specializes in birds of prey 
but also carves and paints songbirds and various other types of animals. Don's focus is on creating 
carvings that are close to nature. He is a member of the Southern Highlands and Foothills Craft Guilds. 
Don teaches classes on carving and painting and does demonstrations.  
 
American Eagle Foundation is a 501(c) (3) not for profit organization dedicated to the mission and vision 
of preserving the USA’s majestic eagles and fragile environment for future generations to enjoy. They 
are also dedicated to caring for other birds of prey, many of which have been injured or orphaned. Their 
goal is to rehabilitate raptors for reintroduction into the wild, yet provide a home for those that are 
permanently disabled. At the Dollywood based facility, they are federally licensed caregivers to more 
than 60 resident birds that are non-releasable due to physical handicaps or accidental imprinting on 
humans. Some are trained for educational purposes, while others are placed in captive breeding 
projects. As a result of their reproduction efforts, they have released dozens of eagles into the Great 
Smoky Mountains. 
 
 
This is only a small sampling of the impressive men and women who have given their time and talents as 
program presenters during the eight days of the 21st Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week.  Their 
backgrounds prove and enhance the wide variety of education and environmental knowledge available 
to event attendees during this event as many of them are professionals in environmental and 
educational fields ranged from East Tennessee University, Walters State Community College and the 
University of Tennessee (Knoxville campus)to name a few.  A small sampling of the professional 
environmental fields and organizations represented at the event included the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency, the Tennessee State Parks, Discover Life in America and the Appalachian Bear 
Rescue.   
 
The education these groups and individuals provided offered an array of knowledge for adults and 
children, as well as supplying information to many individuals who were highly interested in 
volunteering for one of the many nonprofit groups represented during Wilderness Wildlife Week.    
 
As such, Wilderness Wildlife Week serves not only as a means of providing local residents and visitors to 
Pigeon Forge education on environmentalism, wildlife, local history & heritage, and a variety of 
children’s programming, but it also continuously illustrates how a community event supplies the 
community with a vast amount of knowledge, while sustaining area businesses through tourism and 
supporting continuing education and environmental programs for all age groups.  
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Attendance/Event Budget 
 

In 2011, the 21st Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week began Saturday, January 8 and concluded Saturday, 
January 15.  The attendance for the 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week was calculated at more than 18,000 
participants.     
 
These attendees traveled to Pigeon Forge from states including: Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, Delaware, 
Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, New York, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin.  Not only were our 
attendees from 28 different states, but we also were honored to have visitors from the country of 
Canada, more specifically Winchester, Ontario, Canada. 
 
The budget for Wilderness Wildlife Week 2011 was $55,222, which reflects a $1,100 sponsorship from 
the Nantahala Outdoor Center for the Wilderness Wildlife Week Photography Contest cash prizes.  The 
budget was expensed in the following areas: 

            
Expenses for the event would be much higher if the seminar speakers, presenters, hike leaders, sweeps, 
etc. were paid for their services.  Thankfully, these 150 presenters donate their time and expertise to 
Wilderness Wildlife Week.  Their value to Wilderness Wildlife Week is priceless because of their 
generosity and for the love of presenting their knowledge to the event’s dedicated attendees. 
 
Several environmental organizations are permitted to fundraise during the event; however, revenue is 

not produced for the Office of Special Events through Wilderness 
Wildlife Week. 
 
Instead, the financial success of the City of Pigeon Forge’s efforts is 
measured in terms of gross receipts with the primary mission of the 
Office of Special Events being to bring more people into the city for 
overnight visitation.  An estimate of the direct economic impact on 

Pigeon Forge as a whole from this event is some $8.14 million over the eight days. 

21st Annual 
Wilderness Wildlife Week Expenses 

32% - Rental Space & Lodging

22% - Contracted Services

10% - Promotions & Gifts

9% - Technical Needs

9% - Hike/First Aid

8% - Advertising & Printing

5% - Food & Misc.

5% - Entertainment 
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Wilderness Wildlife Week – Overview 
 
The environmental slogan, “Think Globally, Act Locally,” 
has a unique and awe-inspiring meaning in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee.  Each January, the City of Pigeon Forge holds 
its annual Wilderness Wildlife Week event.  Wilderness 
Wildlife Week imparts information regarding the 
environment while relating how this knowledge is 
beneficial to inhabitants and visitors of the East 
Tennessee region in how they can properly care for the 
Earth’s natural resources; whether through reusing or 
recycling materials or by understanding the importance 
of maintaining native wildlife habitats through the 
reduction of pollution, both here and in any part of the 
world.  
 
For 12 hours during each of the eight days of Wilderness Wildlife Week, some 150 experts in their 
respective fields lecture, present slide shows, multimedia productions and lead workshops at Music 
Road Convention Center.  These presentations range from creating a backyard habitat for native wildlife 
to the annual State of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park Address with many other appropriate 
topics presented as well.  
 

In terms of days, Wilderness Wildlife Week is the longest 
of Pigeon Forge’s special events and is also the event 
with the most complicated logistics.  The 2011 
Wilderness Wildlife Week featured 232 programs and 
nearly 50 hikes, though a number of hikes and classes 
were cancelled due to winter snowstorms that 
blanketed the area with up to nine inches of snow and 
affected the entire east coast.  
 
Although the snowfall was detrimental to our scheduling 
and our experts traveling in from out of state, there was 
still a great presence of exhibitors, experts and 

volunteers to assist with Wilderness Wildlife Week enthusiasts. 
 
In fact, an exhibition room at the Wilderness Wildlife Week headquarters allowed 38 organizations to 
participate by setting up onsite and distributing literature and other educational materials relating to 
each exhibitor’s area of interest and expertise.  In addition to the lectures and presentations, Wilderness 
Wildlife Week offers the opportunity to participate in nearly 50 hikes and field trips led by the area’s top 
naturalists. 
 
Every aspect of Wilderness Wildlife Week is free to the public and is 
thoroughly educational about the environment.  Many of those 
who attended stayed throughout the entire eight days and enjoyed 
many of the various activities associated within the event and the 
area, while many others formed lasting friendships as a result of 
the various ways Wilderness Wildlife Week connects people of 
shared environmental and educational pursuits together. 
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Lectures & Seminars  
 
Lectures and multi-media presentations make up a large portion of Wilderness Wildlife Week.  On hand 
for these courses were experts from a variety of nature-related fields.  These experts shared their 
knowledge with the audience through a number of means and were well organized and enthusiastically 
received by all event attendees.  Each expert permitted a question and answer session at the conclusion 
of their respective program. 
 

 
The combined seating capacity for the five auditoriums at one 
time is 1,000.  During most of the presentations, seats were full 
in areas and people stood along the rear wall of the auditoriums.  
In total, an astounding 232 presentations were offered in the 
auditoriums, although 24 total programs were canceled as a 
direct result of the winter weather that affected Tennessee, as 
well as the rest of the Southeast and northeastern United States.   
 
 

 
On a positive note, many of our 
experts who were not lecturing during 
a period when a scheduled lecture was 
canceled would often step in and do 
their presentation or something 
similar for attendees.  These 
presentations began drawing crowds 
around 8:00 a.m. each day.  
Presentations continued throughout 
the day with brief intermissions 
between, and two meal breaks 
scheduled for each day.  Each day’s 
schedule concluded with 
presentations ending around 9:30 p.m. 
or later depending on the number of 
questions asked by the audience. 
 

Throughout the event, experts were able to use new and modern multimedia equipment, video screens, 
and state of the art sound equipment to enhance the overall quality of the event.  This equipment 

enabled presenters to utilize a wide variety of 
projectors, computers, overhead transparency 
projectors and television monitors for their lectures 
and seminars. 
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The Lectures & Seminars of the 21st Annual 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 

 
Learn to Use Map & Compass Rock Formations of the Smokies 
Photoshop for the Nature Photographer Fly Fishing in the Smokies 
Nature Photography Workshop Introduction to the Acoustic Guitar 
Discovering October Roads: View Fall  Animal Olympics: Comparing Human 
  Colors of East Tennessee   Senses to Those of Wild Animals 
Groundhogology: Songs & Tales Searching for Panthers in the Smokies 
Learn About Bears Through Hands-on Activities  Fly Casting 
Serpent Handlers: Serpent Handling  Weather Signs: Learning How to “Read 
Religion in Appalachia    the Signs” for Changes  
Grand Canyon Adventure National History Day Students  
Avent Cabin: The Inhabitants Heritage Make a Quill Pen 
Sunday Morning at “Moon”-shine  Ballads of the Great Smoky Mountains 
  Missionary Baptist Church Civil War in the Mountains  
Waterton Lakes, Canada to Alaska and  Booger: A Tall Tale of the Mountains 
  Return: Photographic Travel Log  Wildwoods Wisdom: Exploring our    
With NEW Eyes: Finding a Sense of Place    Spiritual Connection to Nature 
  in Nature State of the GSMNP Address 
Stocked Trout Stream Fishing Sunday Morning Singing 
Bear Ecology Wildflowers of the Southern Highlands 
Marking Time: A Guide to the Historical The Discovery of the Gray Fossil Site  
  Markers of East Tennessee  Images of Light: A Slide Presentation 
A Hiker’s Guide to Wild Food & Medicine Improving Your Photography 
Introduction to the Autoharp Wild Words: Nature Writing Workshop 
Long Live John Barleycorn – Of Lawns, Weeds Whistle Over the Mountains: Story of  
  & Wheat Fields: Songs & Stories   Elkmont Logging Days 
Digital Technician Butterflies: How to Attract Them 
Kiddin’ Around: Hands-on Introduction to Old Harp Shaped-Note Singing 
  Mountain Music World Class Smallmouth Bass 
Sanctuary in the Smokies Cardinals: Everyone’s Favorite Red Bird 
Hens, Hives & Herbs: History of Life in the 1940’s Batteries Not Included: Fun with Games & 
Children’s Sing-Along   Toys 
Weeds for Your Needs – Useful Wild Plants Switzerland Hiking Photo Tour 
Tales From Two Smokies Trail Completers Encounters – More on Bears 
More Than A Song: How Birds Learn to Sing Growing Up Wild: Connecting Kids with  
How to Build a Mountain   the Great Outdoors 
So That’s Where That Expression Came From! Master Gardener Program: Wildlife  
You & Me Coexisting with Bears   Friendly Gardens & Landscapes 
Water, Water Everywhere – Or is There? Introduction to the Mandolin 
Enjoying the Wilderness of the Great Smoky Hiking on Snow & Ice and Cross Country  
  Mountains National Park   Skiing in the GSMNP 
The Ijams Family Legacy in the Smokies Easy Hiking in the Alps: Part II 
Black Bear Management in the GSMNP Native American Stories  
Of Ginsing, Golden Apples, and the Rainbow The Ownby Family Memories of Cherokee  
  Fish: Ancient Tales & Mountain Treasures    Orchard 
Low Relief Carving of a Log Cabin Appalachian Bear Rescue: Who We Are  
A Wildlife Habitat for Every Season   and What We Do 
State of the GSMNP Wildflowers of the Smokies 
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GSMNP: Overview & History Those Aren’t Teddy Bears in the GSMNP 
Old-Fashioned Spelling Bee Ranger Recollections I  
Leave No Trace: The Ethics of Leaving No Trace Cas Walker Tails: Mr. Cas Walker – “The  
  in the Outdoors   Ole Coon Hunter”: Stories & Songs 
Music of Our American Roots In Touch with Wildlife 
What Makes the Smokies Like No Other  Creative Critters: Stories & Songs About  
  National Park   Animal Behavior and Amazement 
Bone-on-Bone: What Hikers Need to Know “And Heaven and Nature Sing” 
  on Joint Replacement Returning the Osprey to Nest in  
Introduction to the Old Time Banjo   Tennessee 
Ghost Birds: Jim Tanner & the Ivory Bill Meet Herb Clabo 
Backpacking: Getting Started Safely The Wolves of Bays Mountain 
Wild World of Animals: Knoxville’s Zoo Mobile  Civil War in the West 
Old Time Cooking and Canning The Art of Dowsing 
Winged Things The Circle of Life, The Bear Facts 
Air Quality Update for the GSMNP Low Relief Carving – Log Cabin 
Meet “Aunt Lydia Kear Whaley” The Dolomites 
Focus: GSMNP Llamas Live!: Hiking with Pack Llamas 
Vignettes from Servierville’s Past Orioles! Spring & Summer 
Pig Tales: Wild Hog Control in GSMNP Pigeon Forge Celebrates 50 Years! 
Meigs Post Line Through the Smokies Tales From Lost! 
Before There Were Video Games Scenic Tennessee 
Saving the Endangered Whooping Crane Sheriff Ray Noland  
Coal Mining Days in Story & Song Be Careful Out There 
The Dixie Highway, Rock City Barns and  Carolina Bluegrass Boys Concert  
  Burma Shave Signs Is Your Landscape Escaping? 
Wild Ones Among Us Calico & Bandanas 
Old Time String Band Concert Bluebirds Year – Round! 
Overview of National Wildlife Refuge System Exploring the Smokies with Physical or 
Ranger Recollections II   Mental Challenges 
The Cumberland Trail Old Time Hymns 
Who Lives in These Woods? Creatures Worth The Perry’s Camp Murders 
  Saving Noted & Peculiar Court Cases of Earlier  
Finding the Familiar in a Changing World   Times 
Slow Jam A Celebration of the Heartland Series 
Introduction to Tracking People in the Outdoors Overview of Primitive Wilderness Skills 
Introduction to Musical Instruments Green Power Switch: Renewable Energy 
The Hidden Garden II: Learn to See Autoharp: Making Instant Music 
Survival Lessons From an Aircraft Accident Scenic Alabama 
Creating a Backyard Habitat for Wildlife Identifying Local Birds of Prey 
O! Possum! The Banjo in Appalachia 
Where’s Mommy? Rehabilitation of Orphaned  Calligraphy & Penmanship 
  Wildlife The Walker Sisters of Little Greenbrier 
Bicycling Adventures On and Off the Road What Matters, Matters Most 
Sketch a Bird Traditional Storytelling from the Smokies 
Hiking the Appalachian Trail Hosting Hummingbirds 
The Spirits of Cades Cove Elk in the Smokies – Home Again 
The Cherokee Eagle Facts & Legends 
Old Time Music Whaley Family Singers 
Spiritual Side of Nature Lore of the Moon and Stars 
Managing the Search Function Bird Songs of the Smokies 
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Silly Safari Show Learn to Play the Harmonica in Key of C 
DIY: Building a Backyard Habitat Gear Fitting for Hike Days 
The Amazing Diversity of Fall Creek Falls State Park Hiking & Photography 
Why Here & Not There? Baby Songbirds in Your Yard! 
Unusual Camping Tricks & Gizmos Young Artists Coloring Session 
The Smokies Amazing Stories on All Taxa Beginning Mountain Dulcimer 
  Biodiversity Inventory Down By the Old Mill Stream 
Lakes, Lighthouses & Landscapes of the North Woods National Wildlife Refugees of TN, KY, AL,  
Learn to Play the Washboard, Spoons & Fiddlesticks   and MS 
Challenger Opens Doors? Bears, Boars & Bulls: 30 Years of Wildlife 
Walking in the Beauty of the Natural World   Management in the Smokies 
American Eagle Foundation: Wings of America Some Winter Birds of the Smokies 
Wonders of Wildflowers Wild Hog Management 
America’s Diverse Landscape Out Under the Sky: Harvey Broom & the  
Appalachian Trail: An Entertaining Adventure   Tennessee Beginnings of the Wilderness  
A Year in the Life of a Black Bear   Society 
Cades Cove Military History Nature Games for Children 
The Smoky Mountain Adventures of Bubba Jones Digital Photography: What is Lightroom? 
Bays Mountain Raptors Images of Cades Cove in the GSM     
Turn Your Photos Into DVDs w/ Music & Narration   Regional Project 
  in 20 Minutes A Cades Cove Childhood 
Adobe Lightroom: Easy to Use & Learn Your Traveling Photography Kit 
Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed 75th Anniversary of the Blue Ridge  
  & Something Grew    Parkway: The Battle Between NC & TN 
When Momma Was the Doctor in Cades Cove In the Name of Nature 
Adobe Lightroom for Wilderness & Scenic Photography Taking Your Photography to Your Next  
Hug-A-Tree and Survive for Kids   Level 
Nathan Sparks: A Cades Cove Frontiersman, 1828-1891 Wonderful Waterfalls: Tennessee  
Photography & the Creative Process   Treasures 
Three Professors and a Mule Wandering Amidst Our Wonders 

  
 
  

Pictured left-to-right:  Keynote Speaker, Jeff Rennicke; Office of Special Events Manger, Butch Helton; 
“The Father of Wilderness Wildlife Week,” Ken Jenkins; and Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism 
Director, Leon Downey  
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Hikes & Field Trips 
 
Hikes and field trips during Wilderness Wildlife Week 
provide large numbers of people with a shared interest to 
enjoy the great outdoors together.  While trekking 
through the many trails of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, people are able to experience a rare 
opportunity of being able to explore our beautiful area 
with one of our many expert guides.  This facet of 
Wilderness Wildlife Week continues to be one of the 
most popular in that hike signups were generally at 
maximum capacity throughout the event. 
 

 

Though most hikes were eagerly anticipated by our many devout attendees, due to inclement weather 
blanketing our region as well as most of the Southeast and eastern United States, we had to cancel an 
entire day’s schedule of hikes, as well as three on the 
following day.  With nearly eight inches of snow, 
many trails were closed by the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.  Although the weather did 
not cooperate with us, we were still able to 
successfully dispatch 39 hikes during the week with 
nine of the original 48 canceled due to buses unable 
to leave and trails being closed.  Returning hikers 
often commented that they still had a great hiking 
experience and were pleased that we held our hikes 
off for an extended period to allow for safe 

transportation to the trails and safer hiking conditions, proving 
that our precautions were valuable both to our visitors’ safety as 
well as their enjoyment of the event. 
 
In terms of safety, each hike leader and safety sweep was 
certified by the American Red Cross in First Aid and CPR prior to 
the event.  Additionally, the hike leaders and sweeps were 
provided with first-aid kits to carry along on hikes, should 
someone have an accident while hiking. 
 
The excursions ranged from easy trips which could accommodate 
the physically challenged to very strenuous hikes that test the 
endurance of participants.  In all, 668 people participated in the 
various hikes offered during Wilderness Wildlife Week.  During 
the week, those who partook of the hiking program logged a 
total of 3,227 miles.  A total of 17,516 miles have been hiked by 
event attendees from all over the world since the hiking portion 
began as part of the 2004 Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
 

Chartered buses were used to transport hikers to and from trailheads.  Each bus scheduled a number of 
runs each day.  The scheduling was planned in such a way that if a hike was delayed in returning to the 
trailhead, the hike leader could inform the transportation coordinator by means of a cell phone so the 
schedule could be adjusted, sometimes with a different bus instead of the one originally scheduled to 
make the pickup. 
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Those who wanted to participate in the hikes were required to 
register, two days in advance of the particular hike desired.  
Registration was on a random drawing basis and to avoid long lines 
numbered tickets were distributed at the designated signup times.  
For those whose numbers were not drawn, a standby list was 
developed.  Standby hikers were allowed to go on excursions if some 
on the regular list failed to arrive for departure. 
 
Prior to any hike loaded onto a bus for departure, an orientation 
meeting was led by the respective hike leaders, providing each 
registered hiker a good idea of what to expect while giving each hike 
leader an opportunity to check participants to ensure they were 
properly prepared and equipped for the hike.  Those who were not 
properly prepared or equipped were spoken with privately by the 
hike leader who stressed the safety aspects of the hike. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2011 

For information on the hikes available, 
the distance each covered and the skill 
level required to attempt the hike, 
please see the next page. 

Hikes and field trips offered at 
Wilderness Wildlife Week are 
available to all age groups and 
skill levels.    
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 Hikes / Field Trips Listing 
 

Hike Distance Skill Level 
Little River/Cucumber Gap 5.0 Moderate 
Rich Mountain Loop 8.6 Moderate/Strenuous 
Rock House 7.0 Moderate 
Little River/Huskey Gap/Sugarland Mountain 7.9 Moderate 
Porters Creek 7.2 Moderate 
Rainbow Falls 6.5 Moderate 
Noah Bud Ogle 1.0 Easy 
Rhododendron Creek 7.0 Moderate/Strenuous 
Greenbrier – off trail 5.0 Moderate 
Blanket Mountain 8.0 Strenuous 
Ramsey Cascade 8.0 Moderate/Strenuous 
Cucumber Gap/Little River  5.0 Easy/Moderate 
Old Elkmont Town 1.0 Easy 
Courthouse Rock 3.0 Moderate 
Owl Prowl 1 Easy 
Old Settlers Trail 9.2 Moderate 
Albright Grove 7.0 Moderate/Strenuous 
Meigs Mountain/Lumber Ridge 10.5 Moderate 
AT/Road Prong/Chimneys 7.2 Moderate 
Elkmont Historic District 4.0 Moderate 
Cosby History Tour Bus NA 
Owl Prowl 1 Easy 
Ramsey Cascades 8.0 Moderate 
Injun Creek 2.0 Easy/Moderate 
Grotto Falls 7.2 Moderate 
Old Settlers Trail – off trail 6.0 Moderate 
Cucumber Gap 7.1 Moderate 
Big Creek Trail 6.0 Easy/Moderate 
Porters Creek 7.2 Moderate/Strenuous 
Rich Mountain Loop 9.3 Moderate 
Meigs Mountain  –  off trail 4.5 Moderate 
Middle Prong/Indian Flats Falls 8.0 Moderate 
Alum Cave 5.0 Moderate 
Cades Cove Bus Tour Bus NA 
Owl Prowl 1 Easy 
Cades Cove Photo Shoot 2.0 Easy/Moderate 
Lower Mt. Cammerer 7.0 Moderate/Strenuous 
Mt. Cammerer 11.0 Strenuous 
White Oak Sinks 5.5 Moderate/Strenuous 
Laurel Falls/Walker Sisters 7.5 Moderate 
Rhododendron Creek 7.0 Moderate/Strenuous 
Owl Prowl 1 Easy 
Curry Mountain – off trail 8.6 Moderate/Strenuous 
Scott Mountain 8.3 Moderate/Strenuous 
Birding Cades Cove 2.0 Easy/Moderate 
Albright Cove 7.0 Moderate 
Maddron Bald/Old Settlers 3.0 Moderate 
Avent Cabin 3.0 Easy 
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Photography Contest and Exhibit 
 
Another popular component of Wilderness Wildlife Week is the annual Photography Contest.  Each year 

amateur and professional photographers from all across 
the United States, as well as local residents, enter their best 
nature-related work to be on display throughout the eight 
days of Wilderness Wildlife Week.  The contest consists of 
six distinct categories:  1) Amateur, 2) Professional, 3) Best 
Landscape or Seascape, 4) Best Wildlife Scene, 5) Best 
Youth Image and 6) Great Smoky Mountains Landmarks.  
First, second and third place is determined by a panel of 
professional photographers who serve as judges for the 
contest.  A People’s Choice Award is given to the photo 
garnering the most popular votes with all entries being 
eligible. 
 
This year, the Nantahala Outdoor Center sponsored the 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 
Photography Contest.  In 
exchange for them 
sponsoring the contest, 
they were allowed to have 
a banner promoting them 
in the Photography Exhibit 
Room as well as an onsite 

presence.  Their generous contributions were greatly appreciated by 
the Office of Special Events and event attendees. 
 
Keeping with its prestigious reputation and tradition, the 2011 contest featured over 250 entries, with 
our judges commenting about this being one of the most talented photography competitions they had 

ever judged.  The photos are on display throughout the entire 
event and with judging taking place on Tuesday evening, many of 
our attendees were able to view the first, second and third place 
winners in each category while also having an opportunity to 
compare the Viewer’s Choice winner to the judges’ results.  Prizes 
for winners include a ribbon and a cash prize of $100, $50 and 
$25 while the cash prize for the People’s Choice Award is $50.   
 
While the contest garnered many submissions from aspiring 
photographers, the Pigeon Forge Public Library also had a special 
presence in the Photography Room as 2011 would commemorate 
the 50th Anniversary of the incorporation of Pigeon Forge.  As 
such, Pigeon Forge Historian Veta King organized a wide array of 
images showcasing the changes the City of Pigeon Forge has 
undergone over the past 50 years.  Veta, having written 
numerous books about Pigeon Forge and the Smoky Mountain 
area, organized an exhibit of over two dozen photographs of 
historic businesses, changes to Pigeon Forge and local families, 

for the Photography Room.  Her exhibit made a fine addition as it chronicled the history of Pigeon Forge 
through photography.  As the popular phrase goes, “A picture is worth a 1,000 words.” 
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Volunteers 
 
Event volunteers contributed the majority of the staffing during 
Wilderness Wildlife Week, with more than 55 volunteers working 
a combined 850+ hours during the eight days of Wilderness 
Wildlife Week.  Due to the inclement weather, some volunteers 
decided to spend multiple days onsite and worked shifts of 
anywhere from 8-12 hours.  The wonderful men and women who 
volunteered gave of their time and talents ensuring the continued 
success of Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
 
Of the 55+ volunteers, the majority of them attended meetings throughout the year while the event was 
planned, as well as volunteering for most all of Pigeon Forge’s city-sponsored events. 
 
Volunteers were constantly busy as they worked various facets of the event, from answering telephones 

to signing up hikers to hanging photos, as well as serving as 
lecture monitors among other activities.  The dedication shown 
to the City of Pigeon Forge by the volunteers was an 
overwhelming statement illustrating the impact the community 
has on an event, but it also shows the immense popularity and 
love for Wilderness Wildlife Week as an event structured around 
community outreach and educating people on environmental 
topics, local history and children’s programming.    
 

This support from these local volunteers strongly proves that not only is the event a valuable asset to 
the city as a whole in terms of increased commerce for the season, but also in terms of enriching the 
relationship between municipal government and local residents.  The opportunities provided by 
Wilderness Wildlife Week, as an event, allow these passionate volunteers to be involved in a cause they 
believe in, while also passing knowledge on to other area residents and visitors alike. 
 
Even the experts who make up the whole of the programming for the event are volunteers, with several 
using vacation time to participate in Wilderness Wildlife Week.  The majority, in particular those 
employed by federal government agencies, plan far 
enough ahead so their vacations can coincide with the 
event in order for them to continue participating and 
sharing their wealth of knowledge with eager 
attendees.  The only compensation they receive from 
the City of Pigeon Forge is in the form of lodging and 
hospitality room meals.  Some experts that were part of 
the event traveled from hundreds of miles away to 
participate. 
 
Throughout the eight days of Wilderness Wildlife Week, 
a hospitality room is set up for all volunteers working the event allowing them the opportunity to take a 
break and have a nice meal in a comfortable setting courtesy of the City of Pigeon Forge.  In order for 
hospitality workers to know if someone is in fact a volunteer, each volunteer is given a voucher as well 
as a name tag and ribbon indicating whether they are a volunteer, vendor, presenter, hike leader or staff 
member at the Information Station when they begin their shift which proves they are indeed a 
Wilderness Wildlife Week volunteer. 
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Planning  
 
Planning for Wilderness Wildlife Week is a rigorous and ongoing process consisting of meetings with 
exhibitors, volunteers and other groups throughout the calendar year in order to keep everyone up to 

date on the most recent Wilderness Wildlife Week deadlines and information.  
For this year’s event, Butch Helton continued to serve as Event Lead following 
his promotion to Special Events Manager.  Mr. Helton works all the logistics 
for the event down to the smallest details.  Over the years, an “Action Plan” 
has been developed and contains all items that must be completed for the 
event while also including a timeline the staff utilizes for completion of all 
tasks.     
 
Volunteer experts were given the opportunity to signup for the 21st Annual 
Wilderness Wildlife Week and were encouraged to expand their involvement.  

All forms were due back to Mr. Helton no later than June 15, 2010.   
 
Periodically, event volunteers would meet with Mr. Helton and staff regarding the staffing needs for 
each position in order to maintain a high quality of order by means of operating each position in a 
smooth, efficient and well-organized manner.  In all, more than 55+ volunteers worked a total of 850+ 
hours during the eight days of the 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
 
Planning for an eight-day event consists of months of man hours preparing signs, release forms, 
program descriptions, flyers, miscellaneous printed materials, bids for a host hotel and convention 
center, as well as countless other duties including the arranging for experts lodging and securing 
sponsors to facilitate many of the event’s elements.  The logistical details of Wilderness Wildlife Week 
are seemingly endless; however, they are worth the effort to see the expressions of the many thousands 
of people who travel from more than two dozen states to learn more about the environment and, 
perhaps, to experience the event or the call of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and its 
numerous trails in ways often imagined for the first time. 
  
For the eight days of Wilderness Wildlife Week, the Music Road Convention Center served as a home-
away-from-home for 
event attendees, 
presenters, 
volunteers and staff 
members, especially 
when considering 
the eight inches of 
snow that blanketed 
the area.  
Conveniently, the 
Music Road 
Convention Center 
was built only feet 
away from the Music 
Road Hotel, which 
had also secured lodging for presenters coming from out-of-town.  Another benefit of using the Music 
Road Hotel & Convention Center as the event site was that attendees traveling to Pigeon Forge could 
book a room and be a short walk away from the programs they traveled from so far away to attend. 
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Special Considerations 
 

With such a large amount of volunteers and staff members working on a wide variety of activities, with 
many of them quite strenuous throughout Wilderness Wildlife Week, special considerations must be 
made to ensure the safety and well being of each participant and worker as the comfort and enjoyment 
of those who work the event must also be considered.  
 
Each hike and field trip is accompanied by an individual volunteer designated as the “sweep” who will be 
the last person in the line of hikers.  The sweep drives his or her own personal vehicle in case someone 
cannot complete the hike for any reason and must be brought back early.  The sweep also carries a 
cellular telephone and a two-way radio should emergency help be required. 
 
All individuals who volunteer their time to the event receive at least one volunteer meal during the day, 
no matter what capacity the volunteer’s time is spent.  
Most of those working the event are volunteer 
members of environmental organizations staffing 
exhibition booths.  These workers are treated as event 
volunteers and are given the opportunity for meals at 
regular intervals.  Many exhibitor volunteers spend 10-
12 hours at the event daily, and this is a consideration 
they greatly appreciate.  Meals for the workers are 
provided by the City of Pigeon Forge at no charge to 
the volunteer.  At meal times, food is brought into the 
hospitality room and served by hospitality volunteers, 
providing the workers choices as to what they will have to eat for that specific meal.  
 
Other special considerations staff developed include rules designed to ensure safety, enjoyment, and 
fairness to all those wishing to participate in hikes and field trips during the 2011 Wilderness Wildlife 
Week.  Those rules and considerations are defined under The Sign-up Procedure and Hiking Rules as 
follows:   
 
1. All participants must register according to the schedule. After the initial sign-up period, hikes and field 
trips will remain open until filled. 
 
2. Interested hikers must be in the designated room, by the time listed in the daily schedule.  Doors will 
close at the assigned time. 
 
3. Upon entry to the sign-up room, each participant will receive one ticket.  Individuals must be present 
to receive a ticket. Tickets will be drawn and selected at random. 
 
4. Once an individual’s ticket is randomly selected, that hiker will be allowed to register themselves, plus 
three other hikers, not to exceed a total of 4 people, for the open hike/bus tour of their choice. 
 
5. Once a hike has filled, interested hikers may sign up on an alternate list, however, this does count as a 
hiker’s one hike or night event for that day. 
 
6. Hikers may only sign up for one hike and one night event per day. 
 
7. There will be no pre-registration or phone registration. 
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8. More strenuous hikes/field trips are not recommended for small children or less experienced hikers. 
 
9. Parents are responsible for determining, in advance, children's ability to complete any hike/field trip, 
including, but not limited to maintaining the hike/field trip pace.  A parent or guardian must accompany 
children 13 and under at all times during hikes/field trips. Children ages 14-17 may participate in hikes, 
but must have a parent or guardian’s signature on the release form. 

10. All hikes/field trips originate from the Music Road 
Hotel Convention Center.  Hikers may not meet at the 
trailhead.  

11. It is essential that participants be at the designated 
assembly point for each hike on time. The first 15 
minutes will consist of a hike orientation and 
completion of certain administrative requirements. 
Absence from this orientation may result in the loss of 
the participant's place on the hike/field trip to an 
alternate hiker. 
 
12. Participants not present for initial roll call for bus 
loading will be replaced by an alternate hiker, after the 
entire list is announced. 
 
13. The hike/field trip leaders and event staff will have 
the final decision to remove any individual from a 
hike/field trip prior to departure due to, but not limited 
to, lack of essential equipment, or for any other reason. 

14. It is the participant's responsibility to be prepared 
for a variety of weather conditions. This includes 
wearing appropriate shoes and carrying the proper 
equipment and supplies (water, trail snacks, poncho, flashlights, etc.) 
 
15. Please respect all hikers and leave cell phones behind or, at least, "off" while hiking. 
 
16. You will be required to sign the Hike/Field Trip release form acknowledging that you have read and 
understand all rules pertaining to requirements for hikes/field trips during the Wilderness Wildlife 
Week.  
 
17. Please keep these rules. 
 
18. Note: All programs, hikes and field trips are subject to rescheduling or cancellation. 

HIKE CHECKLIST:  Winter weather in the Smokies is unpredictable, to say the least. If you are joining us 
for one of our day hikes, please be prepared. When you strap on a sturdy pair of hiking boots, be sure to 
also include the following items in your backpack: 

 Gloves 
 Head Cover (hat, toboggan, etc.) 
  Rain Gear/Poncho 
  Lunch or Trail Snacks (fruit, nuts) 

 Pocketknife 
 Extra pair of socks 
 Flashlight 
 Water 
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The Music of Wilderness Wildlife Week 
 
When people talk about Tennessee, no matter if it is in New York or Los Angeles, one common feature 
they all mention is the rich and talented music found throughout the state of Tennessee and its rich 
history in the music industry.  
 

As music is such a powerful part of people and their lives, it 
makes sense to include the musical traditions of the people of 
Appalachia as a component to Wilderness Wildlife Week, as 
making music is a vital component to the everyday life of many 
Appalachians.  Several programs were developed specifically for 
the event in order to share the musical traditions of the 
Appalachians, as well as to teach others how to properly play an 
instrument.  Slow jams and numerous other programs focused 
solely focusing on the topic of music. 

 
AppalachiaFest, a free event within an event at Wilderness 
Wildlife Week was in its fourth year in 2011.  This year’s 
AppalachiaFest took place on Tuesday, January 11.  The 
featured lineup consisted of performances by Boogertown 
Gap, Tony Thomas & Friends, as well as the Carolina 
Bluegrass Boys and the Appalachian Cloggers.  Event 
attendees of all ages enjoyed the free concert on site in the 
Music Road Convention Center. 
 
Also, as evidenced by our lecture schedule on pages 9 – 11, there were a variety of courses focusing on 

introducing attendees to various musical 
instruments such as the autoharp and 
mandolin, as well as classes consisting of old-
time gospel singing.  
Other programs 
included stories and 
songs about local and 
regional heritage as 
well, continuing 
Wilderness Wildlife 
Week’s mission of 
educating and 
reaching out to the 

local and regional community by passing along the music of Appalachia to a 
wider audience and a younger generation.   
 
Each evening following the conclusion of all scheduled lectures, most entertainers gathered together in 
the lobby at the Music Road Hotel for jam sessions, which attracted event attendees, as well as hotel 

guests of all ages late into the night. 
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New Elements for the 2011 Event 
 
The 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week boasted 101 brand new environmental, educational, and historical 
programs.   These programs included but were not limited to the following:  
 
Photography                                          Great Smoky Mountains                      Insects and Winged Animals 
Log Cabins                                              Environmental Issues                      Games & Toys 
Encountering Bears                              Weather Signs                      Introduction to the Autoharp 
Native American Stories                      Survival Lessons                      Young Artists Coloring Session 
 
Pigeon Forge Celebrates 50 Years! 
With NEW Eyes: Finding a Sense of Place in Nature 
Growing Up Wild: Connecting Kids with the Great Outdoors   
Noted and Peculiar Court Cases of Earlier Times 
 
Additional to the increased programming and newer 
programs, event organizers added a number of new, 
specialized serial programming for Saturday, January 15.  
Throughout the day, one of our lecture rooms was dedicated 
to showcasing five special heritage tracks detailing the rich history of Cades Cove.   
 
Also on this day, two other lecture rooms were dedicated to a new series titled: Smokies Through the 
Lens, a series of hands-on instructional and educational courses dedicated to helping aspiring 
photographers improve their photography skills.  This series began at 9:00am in one lecture room and at 
10:30am in a second lecture room and both rooms were set aside for this series until 6:30pm.  In all, the 
Smokies Through the Lens series consisted of nine classes.  Both special series were filled to maximum 
capacity of 180 people per class per room throughout the entire day.  
 
Another great addition to the 21st Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week was an opportunity for attendees to 
participate in Oral History: Tape Your Favorite Pigeon Forge Memory.  This special segment was held on 

Wednesday, January 12, at the Music Road Hotel 
throughout the afternoon.  The Pigeon Forge Public Library 
compiled three- to five- minute stories into an oral history 
collection to commemorate the City of Pigeon Forge’s 50th 
Anniversary of incorporation.  The Pigeon Forge Library also 
presented a Special Photo Exhibit titled Pigeon Forge: Fifty 
Years of Progress.  Featured as a separate part of the 
photography exhibit, this exhibit featured a wonderful 
collection of historic photos that gave attendees a glimpse 
into the past 50 years of Pigeon Forge’s families, businesses, 
leaders and the substantial growth of the city.        

  
To get a broader view of where our attendees came from 
for Wilderness Wildlife Week, staff members produced a 
giant board with each state listed and requested that 
attendees list their zip code next to the state they were 

visiting from.  Responses flooded our board locally, as well as regionally and from across the United 
States.  Staff members were also impressed to see we had a large number of attendees from Canada 
visiting our great city and event. 
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Children’s Programming 
 
During Wilderness Wildlife Week there were an abundance of programs 
for children.  Some student attendees were homeschooled while others 
were local Sevier County students and yet many student attendees were 
visitors from out of state.  This year, 21 KID’S TRACK courses made up 10% 
of the total programming of Wilderness Wildlife Week.  When the many 
educational musical programs are included with the KID’S TRACK 
programming, that number increases to 49 courses, or 21% of total 
programming.   
 
While the event ran eight days, from January 8 – 15, hundreds of students 
attended KIDS TRACK programming, musical programs and courses designed to be introductions to 
musical instruments.  While 21% of programming was geared exclusively to children and families, all 232 
lectures and programs of Wilderness Wildlife Week serve as exceptional educational programming for 
children and provided education on topics such as local history, wildlife, storytelling and the 
environment.   
 
Children enthusiastically responded to seeing live animals up close, though safely handled by trained 
professionals, and proudly presented their parents with illustrations they worked on during Young 
Artists Coloring Sessions.  They were equally jubilant when witnessing exhibitors weave baskets, tell 
stories and bring out the injured & abandoned animals they were nursing back to health.    
 
The music performed during the event further enthralled young minds as many of them had never seen 
Cloggers or heard the old-time music of Appalachia as presented by the many talented men and women 
performing throughout the eight days of the event. 
 
In all, each KIDS TRACK was filled to capacity, and all children attending the event found other lectures 

they wanted to attend and listen to as well.  Often 
times, the parents, themselves, were as enthusiastic as 
the children during the many programs of the 21st 
Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
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Children’s Contests & Wilderness Wildlife Week 
 
Event organizers believe in having plenty of entertainment and programs for children and young adults, 
and that is not limited to our contests.  Each year as part of our Wilderness Wildlife Week Photography 
Contest, there is a Youth Photography Division open up to the age of 18.  To coincide with this facet of 
the event, there is also the Wilderness Wildlife Week Coloring Contest.  Originally intended to be a part 
of Pigeon Forge schools only, in recent years the contest has been expanded to all public schools in 
Sevier County for Kindergarten through 8th Grade.  For homeschooled children, event organizers had to 
comply with many privacy issues.  As a result, all forms detailing information regarding the competition 
were sent to the Sevier County Board of Education so they could provide them to different home school 
organizations interested in participating.     
 
There were 11 schools that participated in the 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week Coloring Contest: Pigeon 
Forge Primary School, Pigeon Forge Middle School, New Center Elementary School, Sevierville Middle 
School, Sevierville Intermediate School, Seymour Primary, Seymour Intermediate School, Caton’s Chapel 
Elementary School, Cattlettsburg Elementary School, Wearwood Elementary School and Boyd’s Creek 
Elementary School.  
 
Through communications with the principals and teachers with each participating school, both children 
and teachers enjoyed participating in the competition as it provided teachers an opportunity to see 
nature through the artistic interpretations of their young students. 
 
While the students enjoyed a creative break from their daily routine, the children who placed first, 
second and third in each grade level of the contest were pleased with their prizes.  First place received a 

$20 gift card from Belz Outlets, second place received a complimentary 
two-person pass to WonderWorks in Pigeon Forge as well as some toys 
from the attraction, and the third 
place prize was a pair of 
complimentary passes to The Track in 

Pigeon Forge.  The passes were donated to the Office of Special 
Events for the sole purpose of the competition.  
    

All entries that did not place in the top 
three in each grade level were on display 
throughout Belz Outlets in Pigeon Forge.  Many parents brought their 
children to the event to see their winning submissions while others took their 
children to Belz Outlets to see the colorful and imaginative variety of 
illustrations and drawings on display inside the mall.   
 

As for those who placed in the top three in the coloring contest, their submissions were placed on 
display in the same room that was dedicated to the Wilderness Wildlife Week Photography Contest.  As 
a result, people of all ages were able to see the artwork of all generations in one location, while also 
serving to promote and support the arts. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To view the letter sent to the Sevier County School Principals, 
please see page 37.  The same information was also shared 
with the Sevier County School Board so they could forward it 
to interested home schooled students.  
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Community Outreach 
 
The effort of producing Children’s Programming and the numerous contests for children at Wilderness 
Wildlife Week was only one of the many ways the event reached out to the community.  Event 
organizers were also able to reach out to the community through the great depth of programming 
offered.  For example, the complete schedule of classes includes programs of interest to people who live 
in or around Pigeon Forge, as well as those who have recently relocated to the area.   
 
The majority of special programming is framed around the idea that people want to know the history of 
the area and our forbearers who called this place their home.  One such example is the annual State of 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park Address.  Each year, the Address highlights the changes, 
problems and goals of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  With Pigeon Forge a popular vacation 
destination for 9 – 11 million people each year, many of those visitors come to the area not only to see 
the best entertainment or to partake in the best shopping experiences, they also come for the scenic 
beauty of the Smokies.  With the Great Smoky Mountains serving as such an important part of the area’s 
tourism industry and to the heritage and lives of men and women whose families date back to the 
mountains for generations, the Address provides an important connection to all parties concerned. 
 
Another aspect of community outreach is the number of children’s programming, music, entertainment 
and contests open to those who reside in Pigeon Forge and neighboring communities.  As stated earlier, 
Wilderness Wildlife Week is a free event and boasts 232 programs available to the general public, 
including children of all age groups.  Both the Children’s Coloring Contest and the Wilderness Wildlife 
Week Photography Contest are free to enter and open to all ages and skill levels.  In order to encourage 
exploration of our local natural wonders, the work on display has an entire category dedicated to Great 
Smoky Mountains Landmarks while other categories are segregated by age group and skill level, in 
addition to categories for best wildlife and best landscape/seascape.   
 
With 232 programs including instructional programming for aspiring amateur and professional 
photographers, programming based on learning to play various musical instruments and instructional 
programming on how to build a log cabin, people in the community who attended the 21st Annual 
Wilderness Wildlife Week had plenty of hands-on learning experiences to take with them well after the 
event concluded.    
 
Also, special programming centered on the City of Pigeon Forge’s 50th Anniversary, as well as the 
heritage programming about Cades Cove and other local history programs further exemplify that 
Wilderness Wildlife Week is truly an event for the local community. 
 
Other programming to exemplify community outreach and environmental topics would include 
information on sustainable fuel alternatives to better both our local and national environments.  Lucas 
Harkleroad, who works with the Sevier County Electric System and is associated with Green Power, a 
cooperative program involving the Sevier County Electric System and Tennessee Valley Authority, 
presented a  program at the event outlining  fuel alternatives that work with the environment.  Also, 
one of Sevier County’s best recycling efforts is Sevier Solid Waste Inc., which is a non-profit corporation 
servicing solid waste disposal needs of Sevier County and cities of Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge, Pittman 
Center and Sevierville, TN.  The facility manages the waste of over 13 million visitors annually. Waste 
materials at the composting facility are sorted and placed into loading hoppers where a compactor 
pushes materials into a rotary composting digester. In the digester, over 375 tons/day of solid waste and 
bio-solids are mixed and after a three-day period the material is screened and moved to an aeration 
floor where it is then composted for one month.  The composting and recycling facility has received 
national and world-wide attention.  A construction and demolition landfill is also operated.  
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Wilderness Wildlife Week & Attendees’ States  
   

 
  

Map of United States 
Attendees’ States in GREEN  

States represented:  
Vermont 
New Hampshire 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts 
New Jersey 
Maryland 
Virginia 
Delaware 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Missouri 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Iowa 
Colorado 
Alaska 
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Advertising & Marketing  
 

Wilderness Wildlife Week is one of the most unique events in that it is 
primarily advertised and marketed through the continuous positive 
feedback of our volunteers, presenters, and attendees of past Wilderness 
Wildlife Week events.  The growth and development of word-of-mouth 
advertising is one of the biggest and most positive forms of marketing the 
event.  Individuals who have attended Wilderness Wildlife Week are 
promoting the event to their friends, family, coworkers and fellow nature 
enthusiasts.   
 
As everyone knows, when a person experiences something negative from 
an event, a restaurant, a store, etc., that person tends to go out and tell as 
many people as he or she can find.  To have such a multitude of people who 
believe in Wilderness Wildlife Week is a testament to the positive message 
the event conveys year after year.  In fact, when attendees were asked how 
many years they have attended the event, a majority answered that they 
had been attending for over 10 years.  Newer attendees stated they learned 
about Wilderness Wildlife Week from friends who regularly attend the 
event. 
 
Though Wilderness Wildlife Week has grown largely based on word of 
mouth, each year the Office of Special Events prints a Wilderness Wildlife 

Week brochure detailing the lectures, speakers, hikes and other information potential attendees want 
to know.  The program booklet had a print run of 10,000 copies and was mailed to presenters, as well as 
those interested in attending Wilderness Wildlife Week.  The program was also provided to local 
residents who had expressed interest, as well as exhibitors, and were given to Welcome Centers 
throughout Sevier County to distribute to travelers visiting the area. 
 

Leading up to Wilderness Wildlife 
Week, the Office of Special Events 
also designed a Wilderness Wildlife 
Week advertisement that ran in the 
Wednesday, January 5 Tennessee 
Star Journal, as well as the Friday, 
January 7 edition of The Mountain 
Press.  The Tennessee Star Journal, 
which prints a new week-long issue 
each Wednesday, also published the 
entire Wilderness Wildlife Week 
program listing and schedule, serving 
to further promote the event to area 
visitors and residents alike.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured Top Left: 21st Annual 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 
Program; Pictured Left: 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 
newspaper advertisement 
featured in The Mountain 
Press and The Tennessee Star 
Journal. 
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Leading up to Wilderness Wildlife Week, Bohan Advertising & Marketing designed an outdoor billboard 
to raise awareness of the event, “The Ultimate Smoky Mountain Experience.”     
 
These billboards were located in two separate locations in Sevier County.  The first was located on 
Interstate 40 near Exit 407, which serves as the Sevierville, Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg exit.  The 
second billboard was located just inside Pigeon Forge city limits.  Both billboards served to notify area 
residents and 
visitors about 
the upcoming 
Wilderness 
Wildlife Week 
event. 
 
While the 
program and 
the local 
advertisements served as a means of reaching out to the community, press releases were distributed to 
local and area media outlets.  The 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week Coloring Contest reached out to the 
local public schools and home-schooled children in Sevier County with over 5,000 drawings and 
illustrations completed by area youth in Kindergarten through 8th Grade.  Prizes were awarded to 
children placing first, second and third in each grade level.  Special Events Coordinators believe reaching 
the children and informing them about Wilderness Wildlife Week is a high priority and a means of 
passing it along to their family members.    
 
To further promote the event without having to add to add more physical resources and pamphlets, the 
Office of Special Events and Department of Tourism pulled their resources and worked together to 
produce the entire listing of presenters, programs, hikes, exhibitors and contest information all together 
online at www.mypigeonforge.com/wildlife.   
 
While these many ways of marketing work well to promote the event, all formal advertising pales in 
comparison to the word-of-mouth marketing Wilderness 
Wildlife Week receives from our school-related contests and 
our event attendees.  The Pigeon Forge Office of Special 
Events staff has successfully reduced the cost of the event 
by $30,000 between the 2008 Wilderness Wildlife Week to 
the 2011 Wilderness Wildlife Week.  While $30,000 less has 
been spent on the event, the quality of the event and the 
event’s integrity have strengthened as event organizers have 
borne witness to more people 
attending the event from 
areas farther away than the 
traditional advertising 
markets to seeing visitors 
from all across America and 
even Canada.  This change is 
substantial considering the 
financial reductions the staff 
was able to successfully accomplish between 2008 and present, 
further proving the continuing appeal of Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
  

http://www.mypigeonforge.com/wildlife�
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Pigeon Forge Events & Activities Guide (Cover) 
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Pigeon Forge Events & Activities Guide (Wilderness Wildlife Week Info) 
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Pigeon Forge Holiday/Winter Guide (Cover) 

 
400,000 mailed to new and repeat Pigeon Forge visitors 
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Pigeon Forge Holiday/Winter Guide  
(Wilderness Wildlife Week Ad Page) 

 
400,000 mailed to new and repeat Pigeon Forge visitors 
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Pigeon Forge Press Release Announcing 2011 Dates for Wilderness Wildlife Week 

 
Annual salute to Great Smoky Mountains National Park scheduled Jan. 8-15 
 
PIGEON FORGE, Tenn. (July 2010) – Pigeon Forge has pegged Jan. 8-15, 2011, for 
Wilderness Wildlife Week, the resort community’s annual salute to Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and many outdoor-oriented topics. 
 
New for 2011 is an all-day concentration on outdoor photography called “The Smokies Through 
the Lens” on Jan. 15. Several seminars aimed at all skill levels are planned, and topics will 
include equipment, shooting techniques and editing. Other photography instruction classes and 
numerous photo showcases will occur throughout the week. 
 
Other special programming includes 
 

• AppalachiaFest – A musical celebration of mountain music and dancing (audience 
participation encouraged) featuring several bands on Jan. 11 

• Cade Cove Memories – Five special programs on Jan. 15 organized by the Cades Cove 
Preservation Association that will focus on this popular portion of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park 

 
This will be the 21st year for Wilderness Wildlife Week, an eight-day extravaganza of seminars, 
workshops, photography classes, hikes and excursions. It is a project of the City of Pigeon 
Forge, the largest of the national park’s gateway communities, and is a major part of the four-
month-long Pigeon Forge Winterfest season. 
 
More than 150 experts—nature photographers, biologists, raptor rehabilitators, social historians 
and just plain folks who grew up in the Smokies—donate their time to present daily programs 
and a range of outdoor activities. There are more than 250 programs and activities. 
 
Program topics vary daily, and admission is free to all activities.  Topics include bears in the 
Smokies, the elk reintroduction project, the Smokies’ logging history, fire towers in the Smokies, 
photography, trout fishing, fly-casting and birding by ear. Several programs are designed 
especially for children. 
 
Almost 50 hikes and excursions into the national park complement the indoor programs. In 
2010, hikers from 17 states participated in Wilderness Wildlife Week hikes. Hiking records have 
been kept for eight years, and the accumulated total mileage is 14,289. 
 
“The week is extremely flexible. You can come just for one program, for one day only or for the 
whole week,” said Leon Downey of the Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism. “It’s a great way 
to introduce people to the outdoors.” 
 
Wilderness Wildlife Week began 20 years ago as a half-day program on a January Saturday 
and immediately grew into a weeklong activity. It has been a Southeast Tourism Society “Top 
20 Event in the Southeast” 10 times. 
 
Wilderness Wildlife Week details are updated frequently at www.MyPigeonForge.com/wildlife. 
Information about all aspects of visiting Pigeon Forge is at www.MyPigeonForge.com or by 
calling toll-free to 1-800-251-9100. 

http://www.mypigeonforge.com/wildlife�
http://www.mypigeonforge.com/�
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Article by travel writer Lisa Halvorsen published in Trailer Life. Circulation: 221, 753
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Pigeon Forge Celebrates the Great Outdoors at Wilderness Wildlife Week (Copy) 
Special to Fun Things to do in the Smokies 
 
Some people see Pigeon Forge as the ultimate family destination, filled with go-carts, mini-golf and 
theme parks. Others see it as the perfect mountain resort, tucked in to the foothills of America’s most 
visited national park.  
 
Truth is, every season in this Tennessee town offers something for everyone. But in January, the 
focus turns to celebrating the great outdoors. Wilderness Wildlife Week, Jan. 8-15, is eight days 
devoted to the beauty, folklore, past, present and future of the Smoky Mountains and other outdoor-
related topics. 
 
Now in its 21st season, Wildlife Week brings together more than 150 experts to share their 
knowledge during seminars, lectures and hands-on workshops. Class choices seemingly are endless. 
Visitors can learn the basics of fly-fishing, how to build a log cabin or how to identify mountain 
wildflowers; discover their inner artist through watercolor workshops or learn how to play a 
musical instrument; or simply listen to stories of fact, fiction and folklore that relay the often colorful 
history of the Smokies. And those are just the tip of the iceberg.  
  
New for 2011 is a full day devoted to outdoor photography called “The Smokies Through the Lens” 
on Jan. 15. Several seminars aimed at all skill levels are planned, and topics include equipment, 
shooting techniques and editing. Other photography instruction classes and numerous photo 
showcases are scheduled throughout the eight-day event. 
 
Other special programming includes 
 

• AppalachiaFest – A musical celebration on Jan. 11 featuring several bands, including 
Carolina Bluegrass Boys and Boogertown Gap, and dancing, where audience participation is 
encouraged 

• Cades Cove Memories – Five special programs on Jan. 15 organized by the Cades Cove 
Preservation Association that will focus on one of the most popular areas of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park 

 
All of the experts, including nature photographers, biologists, raptor rehabilitators, social historians 
and folks who grew up in the Smokies, donate their time to present the daily programs and outdoor 
activities. In total, there are more than 250 programs and activities, and admission is free to all. 
 
Several programs are designed for children, including a presentation by the Knoxville Zoo and 
classes that cater to young artists. 
 
Almost 50 hikes into the national park complement the indoor programs and range from strenuous 
daylong treks to easier and shorter nature hikes. 
 
The week is designed so visitors can come for one program, one day or several programs and all 
eight days. Whether a seasoned outdoors person or someone who simply wants to learn more about 
Appalachian history, Wildlife Week offers something for all. 
 
As a testament to its popularity, consider that Wilderness Wildlife Week began 20 years ago as a 
half-day program on a Saturday in January but immediately grew into a weeklong activity. Today 
more than 20,000 visitors make their way to Pigeon Forge to experience this award-winning event. 
 
A schedule of Wilderness Wildlife Week activities is found at MyPigeonForge.com/wildlife.  

http://www.mypigeonforge.com/wildlife�
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November 17, 2010 
 
 
 
Dear Sevier County School Principal, 
 
 
Wilderness Wildlife Week is an 8-day environmental and educational event in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee.  In our 21st year of Wilderness Wildlife Week, we are hosting over 
40 guided hiking trips and more than 250 educational lectures and seminars on plants, 
animals, hiking, photography, history of the region, Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, and more all for FREE!   
 
As part of Wilderness Wildlife Week, we are hosting a children’s drawing and coloring 
competition.  We are asking for kindergarten through eighth grade students to 
participate and would love to have your students involved.     
 
Students are asked to create a drawing of anything related to “wilderness.”  Prizes will 
be awarded to the first, second, and third place winners in each grade level.  If you 
would like for your class to participate please contact me at (865) 429-7396 or 
bbarnes@cityofpigeonforge.com and I will send you more information regarding the 
contest.   
 
Thank you for everything you do for the children of Sevier County and we hope to see 
you at Wilderness Wildlife Week, January 8-15, 2011! 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Brandon Barnes 
Special Events Coordinator 
City of Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism  
Office of Special Events 
 
 

 
 

mailto:bbarnes@cityofpigeonforge.com�
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