
 
It is difficult to express how much the outstanding partnership of the Horseshoe 
Casino and Hotel has meant to the Kentucky Derby Festival over the last 
decade.  In 2011, this partnership expanded further with The Horseshoe 
Foundation of Floyd County coming on board as an extension of the long-
standing partnership.   
 
The 2011 Horseshoe partnership with Kentucky Derby Festival included a 
Thunder Over Louisville presenting sponsorship as the flagship involvement,  
and participation in a variety of other Derby Festival sponsorship programs.   
 
The Kentucky Derby Festival has enjoyed the support and participation of this 
company for more than 12 years dating back to the Caesars Indiana brand 
name.  Horseshoe Casino and Hotel and The Horseshoe Foundation have 
clearly made an extensive impact supporting the Louisville regional community 
by funding numerous charitable programs across many different non-profit 
platforms.   
 
In previous years, Horseshoe has participated in the Festival through major event 
sponsorships like the presenting sponsorship of Thunder Over Louisville.  The 
company also annually enters a corporate team in the Derby Festival Run for the 
Rosé and the Stock Yards Bank Great Bed Races.   
 
In 2011, The Horseshoe Foundation of Floyd County supported the Derby 
Festival Foundation (our 501c3 charitable arm) through the event sponsorship of 
the Derby Festival Foundation Pro-Am Golf Tournament.  Horseshoe hosted the 
tournament on their own championship course and allowed the Festival 
complimentary use of the facilities in completely underwriting the event.  This 
gesture alone resulted in a $10,000 savings for the Derby Festival Foundation.   
 
In addition, the “Horseshoe” inflatable has been in the Pegasus Parade for the 
last two years.  This is a $10,000 cash sponsorship for the parade unit.  
 
The Horseshoe Foundation stepped up this year to become a Contributing 
Sponsor of the U.S. Bank BalloonFest, a series of five ballooning events held 
over one weekend.  These cash dollars added to the fun of the event and 
allowed the Horseshoe Foundation to further demonstrate community goodwill in 
the region.  One of the balloon events was scheduled for Floyd County, Indiana  
for the first time, but it was unfortunately canceled due to bad weather. 
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Also, Horseshoe Casino and Hotel hosted the Derby Festival Spring Fashion 
Show for the fourth time in the Coliseum Ballroom.  The sponsorship 
arrangement with Horseshoe for this event allows the Festival complimentary 
food and staging for the event as over 600 people were served dinner and a 
great “Derby themed” spring fashion show.  The value of this “catering/venue” 
credit is $25,000.   
 
Throughout the years, a seat on the Derby Festival Board of Directors has 
consistently been held by Horseshoe Southern Indiana executive.  In addition, 
our volunteer roster includes several Horseshoe employees at various levels of 
the organization. 
 
In total, the Horseshoe partnership garners well over $200,000 in cash and in-
kind sponsorship for the Festival. 
 
This partnership works well for Horseshoe on many different platforms.  The 
ticket and hospitality options afforded Horseshoe for KDF events is very 
important to their “Player Development” group as they market the Derby 
experience to important clients.  In addition, the Thunder Over Louisville 
partnership proves an outstanding value as a “media/advertising” buy as 500,000 
to 700,000 people view the event live as well as live broadcast television 
exposure to over 500,000 viewers annually.  Participation in the Festival has 
consistently been a high point of the human resources benefits and a great 
morale-building component for Horseshoe employees/associates.       
 
This mutually beneficial relationship and these components came together in 
2011 to position Horseshoe Casino and Hotel and Horseshoe Foundation of 
Floyd County as the Best Sponsorship Program for an Individual Sponsor.   
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