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We all love recognition and awards are 
recognition. An IFEA award recognizes the 
excellence of great ideas, smart marketing, 
great design, the unbelievable passion of 
our volunteers and, in our hall of fame, 
outstanding leaders in our industry. 

But, having said that, the importance 
of some awards goes much further than 
recognition alone. And the IFEA World 
Festival & Event City Award is much more 
then recognition. 

After being recognized as the country’s 
#1 festival city for many years, Rotterdam 
felt ready to grow to the next level. We 
wanted to become an international fes-
tival city. We already were home city for 
the world’s biggest indoor jazz festival, 
one of the fastest marathons in the world 
and one of the most respected indepen-
dent film festivals. Other festivals, like 
the Tropical Summer Carnival, our World 
Port Festival, our Classical Music Festival 
and some other festivals become more 
international every year. 

The IFEA World Festival & Event City 
Award was the best possible way too 
compare our festivals and festival infra-
structure with other cities in the world. I 
believe that this award does not only give 
recognition, I also believe that the award 
has the potential to become the ultimate 
international benchmark model for the in-

2010 IFEA WORLD
FESTIVAL & EVENT CITY AWARD

Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Judges selection for Most Outstanding Global Entry – Population 500,000 to 1 Million 

CONGRATULATIONS	TO	

RECIPIENT

Johan Moerman accepts the award for Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

parable cities. A model that helps us to 
improve and to grow with the help of you, 
IFEA members in the rest of the world. 

That does not take away that we cel-
ebrated our award without thinking too 
much about these strategic aspects and our 
future strategy. It was a great recognition 
for what the festival organisers realised 
over many years with the help of the city 
government, sponsors and our loyal audi-
ence. This was the moment to celebrate 
what we build up with festivals, 50 years 
after a war that totally destroyed our inner 
city. All festival organisers in town received 
a letter from the Mayor and a large cel-
ebration cake with the IFEA award logo 
from Rotterdam Festivals. Something that 
was appreciated very much. 

And after celebrating, we started to  
tell it to the world: the logo is and will  
be on every festival brochure, poster and 
festival advertisement all over the coun-
try. It is mentioned in all our mailings,  
on banners and billboards in the city.  
We are sure it will bring us to the next  
level. With the help and support of IFEA 
and all its members we’re aiming to  
become one of IFEA festival & event  
cities of the universe! 

dustry. A model in which we can compare 
all aspects of our festival infrastructure 
with the infrastructure in other, com-

http://www.ifea.com/joomla1_5/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=227&Itemid=428



