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The recent State of the City address 
for the City of Norfolk was probably not 
much different than other cities around 
the United States. In our case, Mayor Paul 
Fraim talked about the tough economic 
times that remain ahead for states and 
cities across America. He had to review 
difficult subjects such as traffic and 
transportation issues, budget cuts and job 
losses that remain in the foreground of 
big-picture government operations.

As the dark clouds of negative updates 
cleared into rays of positive messages, 
Mayor Fraim presented good news of 
steady wages, better housing and invest-
ments in the public school system. The 
highlight of the speech was the smiles, 
laughter and applause for the all that is 
good for our region in special events. 
The mayor proudly shared some of the 
memories created by Norfolk Festevents 
in 2010 and some spectacular special 
events coming soon in 2011 and in 2012. 
The large convention hall brightened 
even more when it was announced to the 
3,000+ civic, business and government 
leaders that The City of Norfolk was one 
of the inaugural winning recipients of the 
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2010 IFEA WORLD
FESTIVAL & EVENT CITY AWARD

IFEA World Festival & Event City Award!
For the City of Norfolk, the award rep-

resents so much more than the obvious 
and immediate recognition - it is affirma-

CONGRATULATIONS	TO	

RECIPIENT

The team at Norfolk Festevents, Ltd. accepts the award for the City of Norfolk, Virginia.

tion that the years of hard work, focus, 
commitment and city services that  
have been put towards special events  
have been worth the manpower, cross-
promotions and city services that glue  
an event together.

For Norfolk Festevents, the city’s 
contract agency for special events, the 
award serves as a great reminder that 
festivals and the positive energy these 
special events have created is why so 
many people have chosen Norfolk as 
their favorite place to live, work and play! 
Festevents-produced Festivals are why 
the City of Norfolk’s tagline was created, 
“Life. Celebrated Daily.”

The award confirms that the public / 
private partnership and the investment in 
special events have a value greater than 
even all of the economic impact data can 
offer. The award has inspired city staff, 
created a great sense of pride to build on 
the current success and sparked the Fes-
tevents staff to continue making special 
memories for the community we serve.

We in Norfolk have proudly embraced 
the logo and flag that the award extends 
to its winning cities, but the ability to use 
the “title” to engage city departments, 
connect with media partners and leverage 
partnerships have all been priceless.


