
	Spring	2011						 IFEA’s ie: the business of international events	 45

The city of Louisville and representa-
tives of several notable festivals and events 
held locally were thrilled to learn last year 
that Louisville had been selected to receive 
the inaugural World Festival & Event City 
Award from the International Festivals and 
Events Association. This prestigious desig-
nation has created additional momentum 
for a community that fosters a very sup-
portive environment for a wide variety of 
unique festivals and special events.

The city’s governmental leadership, along 
with a strong base of professional and 
volunteer guidance, has helped these events 
thrive, both economically and culturally. 

Louisville is a city that enjoys celebrating 
its unique heritage and the many special 
events that entertain hundreds of thou-
sands of people every year. Louisville’s 
year-round showcase of festivals and events 
helps to drive an economic engine that is 
increasingly fueled by the tourism industry.

The IFEA World Festival & Event City 
Award was presented at a press confer-
ence in downtown Louisville on Dec. 10, 
2010. The presentation, which was emceed 
by IFEA President & CEO Steven Wood 
Schmader, CFEE, and was attended by 
Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson, Mayor-
Elect Greg Fischer, Marcheta Sparrow, Ken-
tucky’s Tourism Secretary, George Burgess, 
Executive Director of the Kentucky Office 
of Economic Development, Joe Reagan, 
President and CEO of Greater Louisville, 
Inc. (the Metro Chamber of Commerce), 
and representatives of more than a dozen 
local festivals and special events. Attendees 
were presented with individual plaques 
recognizing their efforts in completing the 
IFEA award application and for producing 
outstanding special events.

The Mayor’s office included the IFEA 
World Festival & Event City designation in 
the annual MetroFest Calendar of Events, 
which is distributed via 45,000 printed 
copies, as well as online and in a monthly 
e-blast. Said Mayor Fischer: “We want Lou-
isville to be a city of creative spirit where 
big ideas start and flourish. The IFEA 
honor motivates us to work even harder 
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and dream even larger to make Louisville 
a world-class destination for unique and 
exciting events and partnerships.”

Joe Reagan, the President and CEO 
of Greater Louisville, Inc. – the Metro 
Chamber of Commerce – said the IFEA 
World Festival & Event City honor will be 
beneficial to marketing efforts.

“It’s very exciting for Louisville to receive 
this recognition,” Reagan said. “It is a re-
flection of our community’s rich quality of 
life. We know that people who experience 
Louisville, love Louisville. The diversity of 
event and festival opportunities are a great 
way for citizens and visitors alike to experi-
ence all that our city has to offer.”

The Derby Festival is using the IFEA 
World Festival & Event City recognition 
to promote the city as a welcoming and 
enthusiastic place for both local residents 
and out-of-town visitors. The Derby Festi-
val cited the success of such international 
attractions as the Breeders Cup Champi-
onships, Ford Ironman competition and 
PGA Golf Championship.

“The city of Louisville has a proven track 
record of strongly supporting major sport-
ing events and other major attractions and 
the IFEA World Festival & Event City Award 
validates those efforts,” said Mike Berry, 
CFEE, President and CEO of the Derby Fes-
tival. “We’re very proud to be part of a com-
munity that has been recognized by the 
IFEA as the only city in North America in 
the “population over one million” category 
to receive this honor. It is something to be 
very proud of and gives our organization 
additional momentum to build on.”

The following organizations, festivals and 
special events participated in the IFEA World 
Festival & Event City Award application for 
Louisville: Abbey Road on the River; Actor’s 
Theatre of Louisville (Humana Festival 
for New American Plays); the Forecastle 
Festival; the Gaslight Festival; Greater Lou-
isville, Inc. – the Metro Louisville Chamber 
of Commerce; Harvest Homecoming; the 
IdeaFestival; the Kentucky Derby Festival; 
the Louisville Convention & Visitors Bureau; 
the Louisville Metro Special Events Office 
(Light Up Louisville, WorldFest, Hike & Bike 
and the Mayor’s Healthy Hometown events 
and programs); the Louisville Zoo (World’s 
Largest Halloween Party); the NuLu Festival; 
the Southwest Community Festival; the St. 
James Court Art Show; the West Louisville 
Appreciation Festival; and WFPK Radio (Wa-
terfront Wednesdays concert series).
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Representatives from more than a dozen local festivals and events accept the award for  
the City of Louisville, Kentucky.


