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a. Skills Development- Availability of Certificate or Degree Programs in 
Festival & Event Management though a Local University or Private 
Provider: 
 
Educational Institution Support for festivals and events is featured at area 
institutions of higher learning, including Sullivan University in Louisville and 
Indiana University Southeast in nearby New Albany, Indiana. Sullivan 
University’s National Center for Hospitality Studies is highly esteemed among 
industry experts, graduates and employers in the travel, lodging, dining and 
events industries. The school offers classes for aspiring chefs, hotel managers 
and travel and tourism directors in contemporary facilities. Classes include 
culinary arts, hotel and restaurant management, professional catering, travel and 
tourism, and event management and tourism. Degrees available are Associate of 
Science and Bachelor of Science. Indiana University Southeast offers classes 
geared toward educating future event and festival professionals in the areas of 
time management, including identifying hardware and software components to 
improve operations, workflow and production. 
 
b. Members of Your Event Community Who Currently Hold a Certificated 
Festival and Event Executive (CFEE) Designation: 
Patrick L. Armstrong, Jill Joseph Bell, Michael E. Berry, Treva Brockman, Dodie 
Holderfield, Daniel A. Mangeot (Deceased), Bridget Sherrill and Stacey S. Yates. 
 
c. Secondary School System Graduation Requirements that Encourage 
Volunteerism and Community Service during Festivals and Events:  
 
One of the primary goals of Jefferson County Public Schools is to “Strengthen 
Organizational Culture,” We will foster an organizational culture that builds 
community among families, businesses, organizations, and schools. We will 
stimulate the creation of caring, respectful, and culturally responsive classroom 
communities that empower all students and employees to be successful and to 
have a voice and opportunities to practice leadership and civic engagement.  
JCPS follows strategies to help them achieve this goal: 

 Strategy 1: Strengthen School Culture and the Character Development of 
Students:  We will strengthen school culture, advance character development, 
and promote the social and emotional growth of students by creating 
inclusive, caring school communities that nurture respectful, supportive 
relationships among students, educators, support staff, and parents. We will 
embed opportunities for character development in the daily life of the school 
by implementing Adventures in Peacemaking in our pre-kindergarten 
classrooms; One Community, One Nation, an anticipated K–5 social studies 
curriculum; CARE for Kids in our elementary and middle schools; and 
Freshman Academies and Facing History and Ourselves in our high schools. 

 Strategy 2: Enhance Cultural Competency:  We will promote a district culture 
in which individual differences are respected and valued by offering 
professional development that supports and enhances the staff’s cultural 
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competency and world view. We will provide opportunities for students to 
learn in heterogeneous groups and to study about people from backgrounds 
representing the cultural spectrum, by means of student cultural exchanges, 
both in person and electronically. We will work to close the engagement gap 
and the empowerment gap by using multiple strategies, including CARE for 
Kids/Developmental Design activities, personalized instruction, and 
classroom support for teachers in the use of culturally relevant/responsive 
pedagogy, and the development of the new K–5 social studies curriculum 
One Community, One Nation. We will also enhance staff diversity. 

 Strategy 3: Provide Leadership Opportunities for Students:  We will develop 
and enhance students’ leadership skills by engaging them in developmentally 
appropriate and personally relevant activities, such as service learning, peer 
mediation, conflict resolution, civic participation, and co-
curricular/extracurricular activities.  For example, student service 
organizations such as BETA Club, National Honor Society, SADD (Students 
Against Drunk Driving), FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes and others 
have community service requirements that student members must meet. 

 
In addition, most Jefferson County Catholic High Schools have a community 
service requirement as part of their curriculum.  The requirement varies by 
school.  Overall, the Catholic schools donated 206,000 hours of community 
service in Louisville in 2010.  
 
d. A Festival and Event Shared Resource Program in Your City: 
 
Within Louisville, there are various examples of how the City and its Festivals 
and events share resources. 
 

 Metro Louisville’s Urban Government Center and Metro Parks Community 
Center have meeting rooms.  Metro Louisville allows groups to use those 
rooms for free for hosting event and Festival meetings.  Similar facilities are 
available for use at Louisville’s Iroquois Amphitheater, a facility also operated 
by Metro Louisville. 

 

 In a partnership created with the city in the early 80’s, Kentucky Derby 
Festival purchased 213 sets of bleachers.  Under the agreement, KDF would 
utilize the bleachers for its annual Pegasus Parade and the City of Louisville 
would use them the rest of the year in parks, baseball fields, soccer fields, 
etc. As part of the agreement, the city also agreed to maintain the bleachers 
and keep them in good repair. The partnership worked very well and also 
allowed both organizations to help other events and groups by loaning the 
equipment for various sporting events or other gatherings. In early 2002, both 
KDF and the City of Louisville started working on replacing the bleacher units 
in dire need of repair.  To date, more than half of the units have been 
replaced with all-aluminum structures that are lighter, less maintenance and 
require less manpower to move. 



   

  4 

 

 The Derby Festival also maintains a collection of 100 8’ bike rack sections, 
which are used for crowd control at events. These portable fence units are a 
high-demand product during event season.  KDF often works with other non-
profits and groups who borrow/rent the bike racks. 

 
e. Efforts to Actively Recruit New Events to your City: 
 
Like many cities, Louisville aggressively works to recruit new events to take place 
in the city either on a one-time basis or as an annual occurrence.  What makes 
Louisville stand out is the commitment of not one, but three organizations to this 
active recruitment and the cooperative spirit that exists among the organizations 
to make events successful, including outstanding community support. 

The Mayor's Office, Greater Louisville Sports Commission and Louisville 
Convention & Visitors Bureau all work to increase economic development in the 
city through the successful recruitment and retention of new events whether they 
be special events, festivals, tradeshows with a public component or sporting 
events.  The hospitality industry in Louisville works to support these efforts by 
providing the best available hotel rates and service commitment from convention 
centers and other venues to catering, sound and other support services.  If any 
town "gets" what the successful hosting of events can mean for a city, it is this 
one.  Typical comments from event organizers are the ease of working with the 
city and the fantastic community support that made their event successful.   

As some examples: 

 The Ford Ironman will take place for the 4th time in Louisville this year in part 
due to the affordability and accessibility of the city for their participants, but 
also for the many local volunteers that gladly donate their time to man water 
stations and support the event. 

 The National Quartet Convention, the country's largest showcase of gospel 
music, decided to remain in Louisville this year after contemplating a move to 
a nearby city.  They cited service, accommodations and their attendees 
desire to be in Louisville as influencing factors to host the event here once 
again. 

 The Breeder's Cup will be held for a record 7th time in one location this fall- 
Louisville - and plans are underway to have it return in 2011.  In addition to 
the world-class facilities and fan support, officials credited Kentucky's strong 
business climate and legislative incentives in the decision. 

Arts Events 

Louisville is fortunate to be one of only nine cities in the United States to have a 
full-time Opera, Orchestra, Ballet, regional theater and professional theater for 
young audiences.  This attribute sets the city apart within the cultural market 
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segments and recruiting arts-based events.  Louisville's vibrant and nationally 
recognized arts reputation gives us a competitive advantage over cities that have 
fewer cultural offerings.  Moreover, our collection of historic homes, unique 
architecture, award-winning museums and historic and boutique hotel offerings 
compliment the demographic this market segment attracts.  The 40th annual 
Glass Art Society Conference was in Louisville this summer attracting glass art 
fans from around the country and also made shows accessible to locals as well. 

Sporting Events 

Louisville has had great success in recruiting and re-booking events such as the 
Breeder's Cup in 2010, Ford Ironman through 2016, PGA Championship in 2014, 
and NCAA  Women's Volleyball.  Louisville will also be the host to the 2013 
Cyclo-cross World Championships & Masters Nationals, This event has never 
been held in the US and poises Louisville as a premier Cycling & Cyclo-cross 
destination and will be an anchor for attracting other new major industry events.  

The Downtown Arena opening in October 2010 will open many doors for 
Louisville to host top-caliber sporting events we were previously unable to 
accommodate. Already booked in the Arena is the 2012 NCAA Division I 
Women's Volleyball Championships  and  2012 NCAA Men's Basketball First & 
Second Round.   

Louisville will also be hosting two sports industry shows, including National 
Sports Forum in January 2011 and National Association of Sports Commissions 
in 2013.  NASC will allow us the opportunity to showcase the city to over 100 
Rights Holders/Event Owners from across the US in hopes that many more 
sporting events will make Louisville their home. 

The development of The Fork, a 3,000 acre park along 20 miles of Floyd's Fork 
Creek will enable Louisville to attract many new recreational sporting events to 
the city.  The Fork is located in eastern and southern Louisville and will be one of 
the largest new urban park systems in the nation. 

The Sports Commission is actively recruiting 71 events in several sports at a 
variety of competitive levels. Those events represent more than 243,000 possible 
hotel room nights with a projected economic impact of nearly $94 million. A 
sample of targets include: Targets include the Junior Volleyball Association 
Youth Gala in 2011, 2012 and 2013; the NCAA men's and women's cross 
country championships in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and the National Senior Games 
in 2017. 

Though not all will be secured, Louisville certainly has a competitive edge as the 
city has the necessary infrastructure, facilities and volunteer base, as well as an 
established community of sports fans. 
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f. Other Creative Endeavors: 
 
Louisville’s hospitable reputation toward visiting events and the community 
support that follows helps make Louisville the perfect “Festival City” – continually 
attracting one-time national events such as the Ryder Cup, Breeder’s Cup and 
Senior Games. 
 
Events held in Louisville like the Kentucky Derby Festival have even been used 
as models for the creation of other festivals around the country.  For example, 
the annual Preakness Celebration in Baltimore was formed in 1988 to capitalize 
on the attention of the horse race and based their Festival’s creation on KDF. 
 
Past news articles about the struggles of the Preakness Celebration have noted 
how KDF is a “community-wide” and supported event.  (Source:  Baltimore Sun, 
1993 and 2008).  These stories and others underscore how folks work together in 
Louisville to make things happen.  The spirit of cooperation on all levels from the 
community to government to local businesses makes it conducive for events to 
flourish. 
 
 


