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Section IV:   
Non-Governmental Community Support of Festivals and Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IFEA World Festival & Event City Award 
2010 Application 

Applicant City:  Louisville, Kentucky, U.S.A 
Primary Contact:  Aimee Boyd, Kentucky Derby Festival, aboyd@kdf.org 

 
Section IV  Attachments: 

Major Employers Database 
Industry Suppliers List 

Samples of Greater Louisville, Inc. (Chamber of Commerce E-News and Newsletter) 
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Responses to a., b., and c. based on information provided by local Festivals and 
Events in Section II. This information is representative of only a sampling of 
festivals in Louisville and surrounding areas.   
  

a. Volunteer Involvement: The festivals listed in Section II have an estimated 
7,000 volunteers dedicate their time and efforts each year. The product of our 
festivals depends heavily upon the involvement and commitment of volunteers. 
On average, volunteers in Louisville have logged 60,000 hours of personal time 
to support our events and festivals. The number of volunteers and hours worked 
is representative of the 12 festivals mentioned in section II. This number is a 
sampling, not a representation for all the festivals and events held in Louisville 
and the surrounding area.  

b. Sponsorship Support: It is the Derby Festival's policy (as well as the policy of 
many other events and Festivals in Louisville) not to share individual sponsor’s 
financial investments. Many sponsors don’t wish their financial investments to be 
known and we respect that. However based on information collected from the 
sampling of festivals in our application we have noted the total combined 
sponsorship revenue of local events and festivals (cash and in-kind) amounts to 
over $4.4 Million dollars.  

 See attachment for list of major employers. 

 See below for list of active Businesses/Corporations who support local 
festivals and events.  (This is a sampling of the Corporations and 
Businesses that sponsor festivals and events in Louisville – based on the 
Festivals mentioned in Section II.)  

732 Social 
99.7 WDJX Radio 
Anheuser Busch (and brands) 
AT&T 
Bank of America 
Baptist Health Care                                             
Bargain Supply  
Bays Boutique  
Bellarmine University           
Bill Marzian 
Bob Henderson 
Boost Mobile                                                                      
Budweiser 
Commonwealth Bank and Trust  
Convenient Medical Care 
Councilman Jim King and 10th district 
Creation Gardens  
Crushed Ice Events  
DBS Interactive 
Doug Hawkins 
Experience Louisville  
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Friends of the Waterfront  
Galt House Hotels 
GE 
Gebhardt-Marshall Gallery  
GFS Marketplace 
Todd Lowe and Fran Ratterman 
Habitat for Humanity  
Home of the Innocents  
Humana 
Hunt Tractor  
Idea Festival  
Insight Media 
Interactive Media Lab  
Java Brewing Co. 
JEB Advertising 
Jewish Hospital  
Jim Beam (and brands) 
Kaire 
Kentucky Education Savings Plan Trust 
Kentucky Lottery 
KET Public Television 
Korbel Champagne 
Kosair Charities 
LG&E (Louisville Gas & Electric Company) 
 Louisville Convention & Visitor's Bureau 
Louisville Beer Store 
Louisville Magazine,  
Louisville Metro Council 
Louisville Public Media 
Louisville Waterfront Development Corporation 
Meijer (presenting sponsor) 
momslikeme.com 
Norton HealthCare 
Old Louisville Chamber of Commerce 
Panera Bread 
PNC  
Grow Up Great 
Public Radio Partnership 
Residence Inn 
Rick Blackwell  
sonaBLAST! Records 
St. Mary’s health care 
Stock Yards Bank 
Subway Restaurants 
Sysco  
The Pepper Group 
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 TransitAuthority of River City 
The Real Yellow Pages 
UPS 
ValuMarket                                                       
Vest Advertising 
Vickie Welch  
WAVE 3 TV 

 

 
c.   Media Support: Estimated value of non-paid media time/space provided to festivals 
and events by local print, broadcast, outdoor and electronic media is $7,079,712.00.  
(This number is based on information provided by the 12 festivals mentioned in Section 
II.) 
 
d. Chamber of Commerce/ Convention & Visitors Bureau Support: 
 
The Louisville Chamber of Commerce, also known as Greater Louisville Inc. or GLI, 
works in conjunction with city officials and the Louisville Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
(LCVB) to host travel writers visiting the city to attend specific events or to take a 
general fact-finding tour. Some travel writers are sought proactively, while others are 
entertained following a request to visit the city and observe the attractions. Some of the 
events that were recently sought out by writers included the Kentucky Derby Festival, 
St. James Court Art Show, HullabaLOU concerts and the IdeaFestival. GLI and the 
LCVB actively promote area festivals and events through e-newsletters that reach 
thousands of potential attendees, as well as utilizing social media networks to disperse 
information. GLI also uses its e-newsletters as a call for potential event sponsors and an 
avenue for engaging businesses (See attached samples.). The LCVB hosts individual 
writers as part of its FAM (Familiarization) Tours that entertain and educate travel 
writers throughout the year. 
 
e. Downtown Associations: 
 
The Louisville Downtown Management District (LDMD) was established in 1991 to 
promote the economic, residential and cultural vitality of the core of downtown. Its 
mission is to promote the neighborhood’s quality of life by creating a safer, cleaner and 
more enjoyable environment. It strives to become one of the nation’s preeminent 
operating business improvement districts. Such enhancement services include 
providing security, maintenance, ambassadorial and streetscape services and programs 
to properties and businesses within its boundaries, which are supplementary to those 
services and programs normally and customarily provided by local government. 
Additional activities include comprehensive research, marketing, informational and 
advocacy services. In addition, the LDMD is committed to fulfilling its primary 
responsibilities to rate payers by maintaining its private, independent, non-political 
status as it emphasizes innovation, the creation of positive visibility and the prudent 
expansion of its operating boundaries while maintaining fiscal discipline and actively 
seeking alternative revenue sources. 
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f. Organizations to Assist Individuals with Disabilities:  
 

 The Louisville Metro Office for Aging and Disabled Citizens works with 
community event organizers to audit their venues for accessibility. The Kentucky 
Derby Festival, the Downtown Waterfront Corp. and Churchill Downs are 
examples of some of the events that were audited under Louisville Metro 
authority for events - allowing individuals with disabilities the freedoms to attend 
those and other events. The office also works with local event planners and 
appeals the event granting permit process to those events not inclusive and 
accessible. First and foremost, an event layout permit has to include wheelchair 
access, bathroom facilities and transportation drop off areas for individuals that 
use Para transportation or have limited mobility. Our city has hosted The National 
'DeaFestival' twice and the American Council for the Blind's national conference 
several times. Louisville not only promotes all events to be wheelchair and 
Disability friendly, we welcome it and work hard to ensure the independent of 
enjoying events in Louisville without the addition of architectural barriers to 
enjoying the cultural and recreational aspects of any event. 

 

 The majority of events and festivals held in Louisville are at street level and are 
handicapped accessible with handicapped accessible port-a-lets, etc.   Those not 
held outdoors are held inside venues which are ADA compliant.  Some events, 
such as the city’s 4th of July celebration, have a special area marked for 
handicapped viewing.  Those who need special assistance to attend events can 
also contact the Louisville Metro Office for Aging and Disabled Citizens to find 
out additional information about handicapped accessibility at local festivals and 
events. In addition, some events like the Mayor’s Hike & Bike and the Derby 
Festival Marathon/miniMarathon encourage participation by those who have 
disabilities. 

 
 
g. Local Event Cooperatives: 
 
Louisville does not have an “official” event cooperative program.  However, most events 
and festivals held in Louisville can be considered a public/private cooperative.  The 
majority of events could not succeed without united support on several fronts - the City 
which provides the venue and services for hosting the event, local businesses which 
provide private sponsorship dollars, the organizations that coordinate and produce the 
events and the community who attends the events each year.  Additionally, local 
Festivals in Louisville often help each other by sharing their equipment, volunteer 
databases, and expertise by serving on each other’s event committees.  While it is not a 
formalized “event cooperative” the cooperation to put on festivals and events in 
Louisville seems to be innate in the population. 
 
h. Sports Commission: 
 



   

  6 

The mission of the Louisville Sports Commission (LSC) www.louisvillesports.org is to 

attract quality sporting events to Louisville that increase economic vitality, enhance the 

quality of life and promote healthy lifestyles in our 

community.  A 501 c (3) not for profit corporation, the LSC 

partners with the Louisville Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 

(LCVB), Louisville Metro Government, Kentucky State Parks, 

the Kentucky State Fair Board, the University of Louisville 

and Bellarmine University, Oldham County, the Kentucky Sports Authority and Kentucky 

State Government to attract, produce and support championship-level events. The five-

member LSC staff works with clients to provide venue and facility procurement, city 

services, event operations, marketing and public relations, sponsorship, hospitality and 

government relations. 

In its 10-year history, the LSC has developed a reputation of “Event Success 

Guaranteed” among national and international governing bodies of sports and other 

rights holders, reflecting Louisville’s can-do spirit and penchant to embrace visitors and 

events that come to our community. In recent years Louisville has hosted the USA 

Volleyball Junior Olympics, US Quad Rugby National Championships, National Senior 

Games, PGA Championship, Ryder Cup, US Grand Prix of Cyclocross, Ford Ironman 

Louisville, US Transplant Games, USA Cycling Masters Nationals, BMX Grand 

Nationals and the US Footy Championships. Upcoming events include the Masters and 

Elite World Cyclocross Championships, NCAA Division I Cross Country Championships, 

Breeders’ Cup, NCAA Division II Fall Championship Festival, World Cyno Sports 

Championships, and the NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball Championships and 

Men’s Division I Basketball First and Second Rounds in the new KFC YUM! Center.  

The 50-member LSC Board of Directors includes leaders from local businesses, 

government, civic and sports organizations. The LSC is funded in part by the LCVB, 

along with corporate donations, individual membership and sponsorship. The LSC owns 

and operates the Paul Hornung Award, given annually to the most versatile player in 

American major college football. www.paulhornungaward.com  

 
i. Educational Institution Support:  
 

Educational Institution Support for festivals and events is featured at area institutions of 
higher learning, including Sullivan University in Louisville and Indiana University 
Southeast in nearby New Albany, Indiana. Sullivan University’s National Center for 
Hospitality Studies is highly esteemed among industry experts, graduates and 
employers in the travel, lodging, dining and events industries. The school offers classes 
for aspiring chefs, hotel managers and travel and tourism directors in contemporary 
facilities. Classes include culinary arts, hotel and restaurant management, professional 
catering, travel and tourism, and event management and tourism. Degrees available are 
Associate of Science and Bachelor of Science. Indiana University Southeast offers 
classes geared toward educating future event and festival professionals in the areas of 

http://www.louisvillesports.org/
http://www.paulhornungaward.com/
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time management, including identifying hardware and software components to improve 
operations, workflow and production. 
 
 
j. Special Incentives/ Discounts Provided to Festivals and Events by Local  
Venues: 
 
Metro Louisville government, the Louisville Convention & Visitors Bureau and the 
Louisville Sports Commission all offer varying levels of special incentives and discounts 
in order to attract and retain certain festivals and special events. The city also lobbies 
the state government for funding for major events such as the Ryder Cup Golf 
Championship, which was held in Louisville in 2008. The LCVB helps to sponsor some 
major events and works with local hotels to offer reduced room rates for events that 
attract a significant number of overnight guests, including the Ford Ironman competition, 
Abbey Road on the River, HullabaLOU and the IdeaFestival. The city also supports 
these efforts by reducing or waiving fees for city services, depending on the size and 
economic impact of the particular event. The city also offers free trash containers, liners 
and refuse pickup to events that sign up as a litter-free event when requesting permits 
 
k. Access to Industry Suppliers in Local Market:  
 
Dozens of local businesses assist in serving the needs of local festivals and events in 
Louisville.  Please see attached document listing these suppliers. 
 
l. Direct Industry Involvement/ Membership by Any of the Above: 
 

 Louisville CVB: ACOM (Association for Convention Operations Management), ASAE 
(American Society of Association Executives), CIC (Convention Industry Council), 
DMAI (Destination Marketing Association International (formerly, IACVB - 
International Association of Convention & Visitor Bureaus), HSA (Hospitality Sales 
Association), HSMAI (Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association International), IAEM 
(International Association for Exhibit Management), MPI (Meeting Professionals 
International),NTA (National Tour Association), PCMA (Professional Convention 
Management Association), RCMA (Religious Conference Management 
Association),STS (Southeast Tourism Society),TIA (Travel Industry Association), 
AAF (American Advertising Federation) 

 Greater Louisville Inc.:  ACCE *American Chamber of Commerce Executives), ) 

 KCCE (Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Executives), IEDC (International Economic 
Development Council), KAED (Kentucky Association of Economic Development) and 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

 Louisville Sports Commission:  TEAMS (Travel, Events and Management in Sports) 
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