
 

 

 

 
 
VSA Grand Pinnacle Submission 
1. Introductory Information 
 
Purpose/Mission:  VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, promotes 
increased access to the arts for people with disabilities and provides educators, parents, and 
artists with the resources and tools to support arts programming in schools and communities 
throughout the world.   
 
From June 6 through 12, 2010, VSA hosted the 2010 International VSA Festival, the fifth such 
event presented by VSA, bringing artists, educators, researchers, and policy makers both with 
and without disabilities from around the world together for a multicultural celebration of the arts 
and education. President and Mrs. Barack Obama served as honorary chairs of the festival that 
featured 620 visual, performing, literary, and media artists from 60 countries on six continents 
as well as a guest list that includes more than 2,000 participants from all corners of the globe.  
 
Goals of the International VSA Festival are to: 

 Challenge assumptions of what it means to be an artist with a disability   

 Break barriers that prevent people with disabilities from participating in the arts  

 Foster the exchange of ideas for creating a more inclusive society 

 Create an environment that encourages full enjoyment of and participation in the arts 

 Ensure that every exhibition and performance is accessible to people of all abilities, 
ethnicities, and economic backgrounds   

 Celebrate the talents and accomplishments of artists with disabilities 
 
History: In addition to celebrating the talents and accomplishments of artists with disabilities, 

VSA’s International Festivals, held every five years, utilize the arts to challenge assumptions of 
what it means to be an artist with a disability. By creating an environment that encourages full 
enjoyment of and participation in the arts, these festivals create a sense of unity and foster the 
exchange of ideas for creating a more inclusive society. Festivals empower artists through the 
celebration of their work in an international gathering of artists and advocates for the disability 
community. VSA strives to break barriers that often prevent people with disabilities from 
participating in the arts by ensuring that every performance is accessible to people of all 
abilities, ethnicities, and economic backgrounds.   
 
VSA fulfills its mission through four guiding principles: 

 Every young person with a disability deserves access to high quality arts learning 
experiences;  

 All artists in schools and art educators should be prepared to include students with 
disabilities in their instruction;  

 All children, youth, and adults with disabilities should have complete access to 
community cultural facilities and activities; and  

 All individuals with disabilities who aspire to careers in the arts should have the 
opportunity to develop appropriate skills. 

 
VSA programs provide students with valuable academic advantages and teachers with 
research-based, innovative strategies to ensure participation and progress for each student by 



 

 

 

using the arts to enhance the learning process. In addition, these programs provide individuals 
with an artistic means of self-expression, create self-confidence, and teach marketable skills 
while fostering communication and independence. By utilizing the arts to enhance education, 
advance socialization, and promote inclusion, VSA programs are making it possible for more 
people with disabilities to contribute to the social, cultural, and economic life of their 
communities. The 2010 International Festival provides opportunities for global affiliates to gain 
expertise, resources, and tools to support the work in their own countries. 
 
VSA’s International Festivals foster a cultural exchange between artists with disabilities from 
around the globe. Each event has the potential to promote meaningful dialogue among artists of 
diverse backgrounds and experiences; to support the growth of skills as well as develop 
relationships to increase global collaborations and understanding. 
 
The 2010 International VSA Festival was the largest multicultural arts event featuring artists with 
disabilities to take place in Washington, D.C., to date.  
 
Overall Revenue and Expense Budget: The 2010 International VSA Festival received support 

from the U.S Department of Education, Amway, Volkswagen Group of America, Alice and David 
Rubenstein, CVS Caremark, and other individuals, corporations, and foundations. The total 
operating budget for the festival was $3.6 million. 
 
Attendance: The Festival featured more than 600 visual, performing, literary, and media artists 
from 60 countries on six continents as well as a guest list that included more than 2,000 
participants from all corners of the globe. Audience participation numbers exceeded 15,000; the 
Revealing Culture exhibition runs through August 29 and participation numbers will not be 

available until September. 
 
VSA supports the work of artists with disabilities across the globe. With 46 national and 52 
international affiliates, the 2010 International VSA Festival reached a diverse range of artists 
and audiences with and without disabilities.  
 
Participant delegations from across the globe represented the following nations: 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Canada 
China 
Columbia 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 

England 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Iran 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 

Kenya 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Lithuania 
Mali 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Panama  
Philippines 
Portugal 
Puerto Rico 
Russia 

Saudi Arabia 
Scotland 
Senegal 
Singapore 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Uganda 
United States 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Virgin Islands 
Zimbabwe 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Staffing Numbers and Positions: VSA has 41 full-time staff and added additional positions to 

support the 2010 International VSA Festival. In addition to the full-time Festival Director, the 
following positions were added during the year before the festival: Festival Manager, Festival 
Volunteer Coordinator, Festival Hospitality Coordinator, Festival Hospitality Assistant, Festival 
Programming Coordinator, Festival Access Coordinator, Festival Exhibitions Coordinator, 
Festival Communications Consultant, and Festival Conference Coordinator. 
 
Volunteer Count:  Festival programming throughout the District was supported by individual 

and corporate volunteers. Total volunteer count for the festival was 261. 
 
Event Dates:  The 2010 Festival was held June 6-12 in Washington, D.C. Hosting more than 

2,000 people from around the world, the IVSAF showcased the creativity and talents of 
international artists with disabilities, shared adaptive techniques that facilitate access and 
inclusion of people with disabilities in the arts, and facilitated the exchange of valuable 
information related to the arts and education. The week-long celebration brought more than 80 
visual artists and 200 performers from six continents and gave audiences the unique opportunity 
to explore theater, dance, music, and the visual and literary arts. 
 
Types of Activities Included Under the Festival/Event Umbrella: The 2010 International 
VSA Festival featured 47 events in 18 venues.  A sample of these events included: 

 Start with the Arts Family Day at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 

 Opening Ceremony in the Kennedy Center Concert Hall 

 Millennium Stage performances and webcasts June 6 – 12 at the Kennedy Center  

 International Disability Film Festival co-presented with AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural 
Center June 7 – 11 

 Performances for Young People at the Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery Theater twice 
daily June 8 – 12 

 Three-day International Education Conference at the Grand Hyatt, featuring key notes 
from Sir Ken Robinson, Dame Evelyn Glennie, and Kenneth Eklindh. 

 Four visual art exhibitions: Revealing Culture at the Smithsonian Institution’s 
International Gallery, CVS All Kid’s Can Create Exhibition at Union Station, Arte Postale 
Exhibition at the U.S. Department of Education, and Exhibitions and Installations 
including Mark di Suvero and Dale Chihuly (among others) at the Kennedy Center. 

 
Highlights of the citywide Festival’s programming included: an installation by world-renowned 
artist Dale Chihuly; Dame Evelyn Glennie, the Scottish virtuosic percussionist, performing with 
the world-famous National Symphony Orchestra; the jazz stylings of Diane Schuur; R&B legend 
Patti LaBelle; an original dance piece titled Diagnosis of a Faun by Tamar Rogoff Performance 
Projects;  Last Comic Standing season four winner Josh Blue; the eclectic blues stylings of New 
Orleans’ Henry Butler; and Opening Ceremony host Marlee Matlin (Children of a Lesser God; 
The L Word). The 2010 International VSA Festival had significant international representation 

including: Salif Keita, renowned singer-songwriter from Mali; Australia’s indie rock band Rudely 
Interrupted; the U.K.’s Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company; Brazil’s Forró No Escuro; Japan’s 
virtuoso violinist Narimichi Kawabata; new plays from Ireland’s Fishamble: The New Play 
Company; and the Thousand Hand Dance from China Disabled People’s Performing Art 
Troupe. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Performances and exhibitions were showcased at venues throughout Washington, D.C., 
including multiple stages at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum; the Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery and 
Discovery Theater; Shakespeare Theatre Company’s Harman Hall and Lansburgh Theatre; 
Atlas Performing Arts Center; H Street Playhouse; The George Washington University Lisner 
Auditorium; Union Station; U.S. Department of Education; DC Improv; and AFI Silver Theatre 
and Cultural Center.  
 
Founding/Incorporation Date and Management System: VSA is a nonprofit corporation 
under Section 501-c-3 of the United States Internal Revenue Code. The organization was 
founded in 1974 out of the recognized need to involve children and adults with disabilities in the 
arts and arts education. Governed by a board of directors and administered by a president and 
senior management team made up of three vice presidents in education services, finance and 
administration, and public awareness, VSA has pioneered creative and innovative programming 
in and through the arts for people with disabilities for over three decades. Now, as before, the 
arts are viewed as a key to unlocking the doors of academic achievement and opportunity for all 
people, especially people with disabilities. VSA operates in affiliation with the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts to strengthen recognition and support of both organizations. 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 
2.  Additional Requirements  

 
a. Promotional & Marketing Campaign 
 
The 2010 International VSA Festival provided a significant opportunity to raise awareness about 
the intersection of the arts, education, and disability. It also provided an opportunity to raise 
VSA’s visibility and showcase the organization’s efficacy and programs, thus assisting with 
fundraising and grant-seeking efforts.  

Situational Analysis 
Given that this Festival only takes place every five years, VSA needed to take advantage of as 
many media opportunities as possible to reach the greatest number of people with its core 
messages. This required proactive strategic planning but also the facility for nimble 
communications. There are three staff members who focus on media outreach: Vice President 
Elena Widder, Director of Public Awareness Jennifer Goff, and Communications Manager Laura 
Broom. Due to the various responsibilities of the vice president, the majority of day-to-day media 
planning and outreach fell to Laura Broom and Jennifer Goff. John Dow, Director of the 
Kennedy Center’s Press Office, provided additional media outreach support for all Kennedy 
Center programs. A Communications Consultant position assisted Laura Broom with press 
coordination and media tracking.  

Festival Communications Goals 

 To drive audiences to the Festival 

 To demonstrate VSA’s efficacy and excellence as the leading arts, education, and 
disability organization 

 To disseminate VSA’s core messages on an international, national, and local scale 

 To achieve clear name recognition and branding 

 To demonstrate the breadth of VSA affiliates’ contributions 

Audience (in no particular order) 

 General public 

 Affiliates and supporters 

 Donors 

 Policymakers 

 Educators 

 Artists and arts supporters 

 Disability activists 

Core Messages 

 VSA is the world’s leading arts, education, and disability organization. 

 Focus on the artists and the art. Reframe preconceived notions about what people with 
disabilities can do.  

 VSA models accessibility and inclusion around the world. 

 Students with and without disabilities can participate in the arts. 

 People with disabilities have a right to have access to the arts. 
 
  



 

 

 

 
b. Media Outreach 

Media Targets 
A comprehensive spreadsheet of both traditional and social media targets including timeline 
details for pitching to media outlets was developed. In addition to numerous calendar 
placements, VSA garnered coverage in the following outlets, among others: 
 
 
Print Media 

 
Broadcast Media 

 
Electronic Media 

 
Alexandria Times 
Associated Press 
Christian Science Monitor 
Chronicle of Philanthropy 
Express 
Irish Times 
Los Angeles Times 
Nashville Arts Magazine 
New Mobility Magazine 
Paraplegic News Magazine 
Richmond Family Magazine 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Scripps Howard Foundation 
TIME for Kids 
USA Today 
Washington City Paper 
Washington Diplomat 
Washington Examiner 
Washington Parent 
Washington Post 
Washingtonian 
 

 
CBS News Radio 
Maryland Public Television 
Medill Washington 
Newschannel 8: Let’s Talk 
Live 
Voice of America – China 
Bureau 
WAMC 
WAMU Arts Beat 
WAMU Weekend 
WETA About Town 
WPFW Sunday Kind of Love 
WUSA 9 11 pm news 
 

 
ABC News 
Art Daily 
Broadway World 
CNN.com 
DC Theatre Scene 
Forbes.com 
Huffington Post 
Media dis & dat 
Open Salon 
Richmond Examiner.com 
Salon 
Washington Examiner.com 
 

 
Advertising for the 2010 International VSA Festival including the following: 
 
Metro Dioramas 
Clarendon 
Eastern Market 
Gallery Place 
Woodley Park-
Zoo 
 

Print ads 
Education Week 
Express 
Washington City 
Paper 
Washington 
Examiner 
Washington 
Parent 
Washington Post 

 

Online ads 
Baltimore’s Child 

DCist 
Education Week 

Facebook 
Washington City 
Paper 
Washington 
Examiner 
Washington 
Parent 
Washington Post 
Washingtonian 

Radio ads 
WAMU 

  



 

 

 

 
c. Merchandise Program 
 
For the 2010 International VSA Festival, it was determined that there would be no merchandise 
developed for purchase. All participants received a Festival Welcome Bag which contained all 
necessary information on performances and events as well as hospitality items including: metro 
maps, transportations recommendations, brochures, and access accommodation support. 
 
  



 

 

 

 
d. Sponsor Program 
 
To fund the 2010 International VSA Festival, a consortium of critical private support was identified 
from corporations, foundations, and individuals. This special group was composed of people who 
understand the cultural and social importance of this festival and the many benefits accrued to both 
its supporters as well as its audiences.  
 
The festival provided broad visibility and artistic awareness to diverse, high-quality arts and culture 
in the United States capital. In conjunction with the festival, sponsors had the opportunity to gain 

personal visibility with recognition on all festival-related marketing.  
 
In addition to the benefits outlined further below, sponsors received special privileges at the 
Kennedy Center, including: exclusive ticket purchasing services and invitations to special events; 
use of the Kennedy Center’s member lounges; exclusive complimentary parking while attending 
performances at the Center; and access to the Center’s event planning services.  
 
Sponsor Benefits included a variety of recognitions opportunities in catalogues, brochures, 
banners, newsletters, press releases, website, playbills, and programs. Sponsors received 
invitations to the Opening Ceremony Dinner and performance, backstage invitations, and VIP 
tickets to all festival events. 
 
  



 

 

 

 
e. Volunteer Program 
 
To help VSA welcome guests from all over the world volunteers were invited to support the 2010 
International VSA Festival in four primaries areas: Festival Envoys, Festival Ambassadors, Artist 
Relations, and Conference Services. Volunteers were recruited from local colleges and universities 
as well as from arts and disability organizations. VSA actively recruited volunteers with experience 
supporting participants with disabilities and those that had foreign language experience.  
 
Volunteer responsibilities were outlined in orientation and training sessions. Volunteers were 
required to attend one of the training sessions held during the week prior to the Festival. These 
sessions provided the details and logistics of the festival. VSA staff outlined the expectation that 
volunteers would serve primarily as ambassadors to welcome guests and audiences from around 
the world. Training sessions explored the Language of Disability and Disability Etiquette, providing 
volunteers with necessary information to support both artists and audiences with disabilities. 
Volunteers were asked to check in at each venue’s information table 10-15 minutes before the start 
time of each shift to learn about the artists that would be performing that day and any special event 
information related to access.  

 
Volunteer assignment descriptions included the following: 
Festival Envoys: Use your management skills as the coordinator of your own volunteer group. 
Assigned to various locations throughout the festival, Envoys serve as the lead volunteer at each 
location. Responsibilities include checking-in volunteers; securing personal property; conducting 
on-site access and hospitality training; tracking hours; and supervising set-up, take-down, and 
restocking of materials.  
 
Festival Ambassadors: The frontline for festival guests, Ambassadors must have a smiling face 
and a friendly attitude. Ambassadors, assigned to various locations throughout the festival, greet 
audience, distribute Festival Guides, answer questions, give directions, assist persons with 
accessibility needs and, most of all, make guests feel welcome!   
 
Artist Relations: Artist Relations volunteers assemble and distribute Artist Welcome Packets, greet 
artists at hotel and events, support artist hospitality needs, provide concierge duties, and attend to 
artist special requests. Some lifting may be required. 
 
Conference Services: Conference Services volunteers will attend the International VSA Education 
Conference free of charge and serve as note-takers for sessions, staff the registration and 
information table, and assist conference attendees.  Note-takers will record information during 
sessions to be developed into a final report published on the 2010 International VSA Education 
Conference. Conference Services volunteers are encouraged to bring their own laptops and be 
proficient in note-taking and identifying what information is relevant to the session. 

 
Volunteer assignments were made on a first-come, first-served basis, and volunteers were 
recognized in the Festival Guide and invited to attend the Opening Ceremony as VSA’s guest. 
  



 

 

 

 
f. Community Outreach Programs 
 
 
The 2010 International VSA Festival focused on the intersection of arts, education, and disability. 
Therefore, these were the primary communities to whom VSA directed outreach efforts. For the 
arts community, arts-focused outlets such as DC Theatre Scene and Broadway World ran 
coverage, as did the arts writers of major D.C.-area publications. In a demonstration of the breadth 
and excellence of the artistic programming of the festival, predominant D.C. media outlet The 
Washington Post conducted critical reviews of multiple genres, including theater (Gretty Good 
Time), dance (Diagnosis of a Faun and AXIS Dance Company), and classical music (National 

Symphony Orchestra: Kristjan Järvi, conductor / Evelyn Glennie, percussion). For the education 
community, VSA garnered attention in publications oriented to educators and parents, including 
Teaching Artist Journal and Washington Parent Magazine. For the disability community, perhaps 
the most outreach was conducted. In addition to a high-profile feature in Paraplegic News 
Magazine, there was a great deal of online coverage in Axcess News, Disability World, Media dis & 
dat, the American Association of People with Disabilities, as well as blogs tailored to the disability 
community on Huffington Post and Examiner.com. 
  



 

 

 

 
g. Website/Multi-Media Programs 
 
For the 2010 International VSA Festival, a comprehensive website (www.vsartsfestival.org) was 
developed to provide audience members, artists, educators, and media with detailed information 
about festival events. From an engaging promotional video on the homepage, to detailed artist 
bios, to full calendars of events and opportunities, the festival website offered a sense of the range, 
diversity, and accessibility of the festival. In addition, online registration was available through the 
website for patrons who wished to register in advance for the International Education Conference 
and other festival events. 
 
Website resources included information about: the International VSA Festival as a whole; venues 
(including maps); calendars; detailed background information about participating artists; schedule 
and registration information for the 2010 International Education Conference; opportunities to get 
involved and raise awareness; and comprehensive information on dance, music, theater, visual 
arts, film, literary, and family events. 
  

http://www.vsartsfestival.org/


 

 

 

 
h. Descriptions of any Special Programs 
 

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, presents the contemporary art exhibition 
Revealing Culture at the Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery, June 8 – August 29, 2010. 

The exhibition explores how culture positions people with disabilities; it turns a mirror back on 
society, revealing honest portrayals of personal experiences. Out of these experiences of 
difference comes innovation: sample tactile pieces to touch; descriptions to hear; and even 
environments to experience, including a classroom, a waiting room, and a medical lab. The multi-
sensory exhibition, designed by Michael Graves & Associates/Michael Graves Design Group, 
features more than 130 works of art in a broad range of media―including installations, video, 
performance, painting, sculpture, and printmaking―from emerging and eminent artists with 
disabilities in the U.S. and abroad. This juried international exhibition is part of the 2010 
International VSA Festival. 
 
Revealing Culture provides an opportunity for patrons to admire, critique, appreciate, and examine 
works by contemporary artists with disabilities working in a variety of genres and medium. The 
partnership between The Smithsonian and VSA has grown over the past six years from the annual 
presentation of the works of the 15 winners of the young artists with disabilities competition to this 
year’s dynamic exhibition in the Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery. 
 
The jury review panel for this exhibition consisted of Leanne Mella, consulting curator; Laurel 
Reuter, director of the North Dakota Museum of Art; and Brandon Brame Fortune, curator in the 
Department of Painting and Sculpture at the National Portrait Gallery.  
 
The Smithsonian Institution’s first contemporary art exhibition on the topic of disability, Revealing 
Culture features innovative works by 54 artists with disabilities juried from over 400 submissions, 

including: Jamshid Agayev, Leni D. Anderson, Stephanie Bachiero, Loretta Bebeau, Jon Berge, R. 
Jane Bouchard, Allen Bryan, Christina Casebeer, Martin Charlot, Amy Charmatz, Kenn Coplan, 
Henry Coupe, Liz Crow, Liz Doles, Emily Eifler, Jeffrey Erken, Emmet Estrada, Joan Fabian, Justin 
Finnegan, David Forbes, Barbara Freeman, Ju Gosling aka ju90, Lesley Haas, Michelle Lisa 
Herman, Jesse Higman, Busser Howell, Sophie Kahn, Catherine Larson, Riva Lehrer, Beth 
Livingston, Mary Lucier, Julie Lusson, Sheri Marshall, Simon Mckeown, Pedro Luis Mejia Granja, 
Coralina Meyer, Amy Miller, Janet Morrow, Jeffrey Nelson, William A. Newman, Lynnda Pardoe, 
Juan Pierri, Isaac Powell, Jose Rivera, Judith Scott, Janet Shagam, Bill Shannon, Katherine 
Sherwood, Sunaura Taylor, Anne Teahan, Gwynneth VanLaven, Mark Wittig, Judson Wright, and 
Rhonda Zwillinger. 
 
  



 

 

 

3. Supporting Questions 

 
a. What did you do to update/change the event from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples. 
 
VSA began planning the 2010 International VSA Festival in the spring of 2005. Previous festivals 
had focused on celebrating the accomplishments of VSA and sharing the work of both domestic 
and international affiliates. These festivals targeted a specific audience of disability advocates and 
providers, sharing resources and effective practices within that community. Most events were free, 
held in public high traffic spaces (Union Station and Columbus Circle, Downtown Bid parks and 
Squares) relying on foot-traffic for audiences, or convened conference-style decreasing the 
potential audience and impact. This made it difficult to measure the impact of the festival and 
evaluate success in an objective manner. 
 
Preliminary planning for the 2010 festival focused on addressing participant concerns from 
previous festival and expanding the breadth, depth, and quality of the artistic and educational 
resources available. The Festival team, working with the VSA Evaluation staff, articulated specific 
objectives and outcomes and developed an evaluation plan to both measure the effectiveness of 
the 2010 festival and provide a benchmark for future festivals. Previous festivals had gathered 
feedback but had not implemented a specific strategy for evaluation. 
 
VSA committed to three core values for the 2010 International VSA Festival: 

1. Modeling the most effective practices in access and inclusion. 
2. Sharing professional knowledge through professional development, programming, and 

partnerships. 
3. Changing perceptions about artists and audiences with disabilities by partnering with 

mainstream organizations.  
 
VSA contracted 3D Group, an independent consultant, to evaluate the impact of the festival on 
audience members and partner venues. The goal of the evaluation was to assess the degree to 
which perception of persons with disabilities was changed as a result of the performance. 3D 
Group interviewed audience members at three venues and representatives from four partner sites. 
Audience members were asked why they came to the event, their expectations of the performance, 
their reaction to the performance, their reaction to learning that the artist had a disability, and how 
learning that the artist had a disability affected their perception of the performance. 
 
Most audience members interviewed described that their perspectives were changed, as they 
learned from the artists with disabilities. Integrating programming into the mainstream through 
partnerships with well-respected venues focused both critical and media attention on the benefits 
to be gained through arts in education and on the talents of national and international artists with 
disabilities.   
 
As in its previous five iterations, the festival highlighted the achievements of people with disabilities 
and the diversity of the arts and the many cultures of the participants through dance and musical 
performances, theatrical productions, visual arts exhibitions, film and literary offerings. A wide array 
of workshops, demonstrations, and a conference on arts education provided many points of entry 
for participants.  
  



 

 

 

 
3. Supporting Questions 
 
b. What makes the event stand out as an internationally recognized event? 
 
This signature festival, held to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and the U.S. signing of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, is the largest 
convening of the international arts and disability community to take place in Washington, D.C., to 
date. This cultural exchange included artists from across the globe presenting traditional, folk, and 
avant-garde arts to our nation’s capital, highlighting the unparalleled work of the international 
disability community in all artistic disciplines. 
 
Working with the diplomatic and Embassy communities as well as through the support of our 
network of international affiliates and arts organizations, the 2010 International VSA Festival 
included artists, educators, and disability advocates from 60 countries on six continents.  
 
VSA also recognizes the arts as a vital component in the education and inclusion of all people; 
encouraging collaboration, creativity, and talent that connects diverse audiences of all abilities and 
backgrounds. To that end, VSA further promoted inclusion by convening an International Education 
Conference, June 10–12, 2010 as part of the Festival. The conference offered scholars, educators, 
administrators, and artists the opportunity to gain hands-on experience in effective practices for 
inclusive education; tools and techniques that they can share with colleagues in their communities. 
 
Festival performances and exhibitions increased access to the arts for people with disabilities and 
provided educators, parents, and artists with the resources and tools to support arts programming 
in schools and communities throughout the world. From Japan’s SAORI weaving to narrative films 
on autism from Belgium, from traditional Guatemala and Sri Lanka dance to avant-garde 
installations from England and indie-rock from Australia the festival provided a global perspective 
on student, emerging, and professional artists and educators. Audiences could engage in work by, 
for, and about people with disabilities across languages, genres, and cultures. 
  



 

 

 

 
c. Why should the event win the IFEA/Haas & Wilkerson Grand Pinnacle Award? 
 

The 2010 International VSA Festival is a major milestone in the thirty-six years of VSA’s cultural 
and educational programming. To fortify our position as an international leader, as well as to 
demonstrate our impact on changing perceptions and practice, requires us to celebrate, take stock 
of, and evaluate programmatic aspects of this signature event. This knowledge will help us to 
prepare for our work over the next decade.  
 
The festival touches on all our program areas, and addresses each of our organizational principles. 
While outwardly a celebration of the arts and disability as well as a recognition of the outstanding 
work of our 46 domestic and 52 international affiliates, the systematic evaluation of the festival will 
provide meaningful information on the long term efficacy of our work and provide the road map for 
the next 30 years. Earnest reflection on our work through the many events and programs of the 
festival can help us respond to important questions like: How well are we doing? What is the 
impact of these various kinds of events and opportunities? Who is our audience? What can we 
learn from participants from across our domestic and international affiliates and beyond to improve 
and enhance our work? The unique convergence of people and programming provided an 
unrivaled opportunity to learn and reflect on the intersection of arts and disability. 
 
Keynotes, panels, discussions, and workshops explored the arts as a strategy to connect people 
with disabilities to their communities, as well as connecting the communities to people with 
disabilities, without diminishing the quest for excellence in the art form or the quality and intrinsic 
value of the arts experience. Through this strategy, the arts influence the everyday social, cultural, 
and educational communities in which people with disabilities learn, live, and seek to be valued 
and respected participants, and encourages strong and inclusive leadership in nonprofit 
organizations worldwide. 
 
VSA further advances inclusivity by bringing together scholars, educators, artists, and 
administrators from around the world to explore strategies that improve quality of learning through 
standards-based arts education for all participants, including students with disabilities. The benefits 
of the Festival are intended to continue well past its formal conclusion, as a primary goal of the 
International Festival is to provide information and practical program examples to attendees that 
can be translated from theory to practice for use in the home, community, or classroom.   
 
 



June 6–12   
www.vsartsfestival.org

Conference Registration and  
Access Request Deadline: April 15th

a r ts  and  d isab i l i t y

registration packet
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Grand Hyatt Hotel
1000 H St., NW

Smithsonian American  
Art Museum
8th & F Sts., NW 

Shakespeare Theatre Company:  
Lansburgh Theatre
450 7th St., NW 

Shakespeare Theatre Company: 
Harman Hall 
610 F St., NW

DC Improv
1140 Connecticut Ave., NW 

Busboys & Poets
5th & K Sts., NW

Union Station
50 Massachusetts Ave., NE 

H Street Playhouse
1365 H St., NE

Atlas Performing  
Arts Center
1333 H St., NE

DOWNTOWN HUB

UNION STATION HUB

1
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3
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Smithsonian Discovery Theater
1100 Jefferson Dr., SW

Smithsonian International Gallery
1100 Jefferson Dr., SW

KENNEDY CENTER HUB

10

11

12

13

SMITHSONIAN HUB

The John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts
2700 F St., NW

The George Washington 
University Lisner Auditorium
21st & H Sts., NW

MARYLAND HUB

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION HUB

14
AFI Silver Theatre and 
Cultural Center
8633 Colesville Rd. 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave., SW



 DOWNTOWN HUB

 KENNEDY CENTER HUB  MARYLAND HUB

 SMITHSONIAN HUB UNION STATION HUB

 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HUB 

Time Event 
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

11:30 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m.

 Start with the Arts Family Day
Location: Smithsonian American 
Art Museum

6:00 p.m.
 Martin Deschamps

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:30 p.m.
 Opening Ceremony 

Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

Time Event
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.
 Arte Postale Exhibition Opening 

Location: U.S. Department of Education

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Rudely Interrupted

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium 
Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 Melody Gardot

Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Turning Point

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre
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 DOWNTOWN HUB

 KENNEDY CENTER HUB  MARYLAND HUB

 SMITHSONIAN HUB UNION STATION HUB

 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HUB 

Time Event
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition Opens 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition 
Ribbon Cutting
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
&11:30 a.m. 

 Afro Beats: Mali to Motor City 
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 VSA International Young 

Soloists Concert
Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
 Readings on Disability

Location: Busboys and Poets

7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 The Matt Savage Trio

Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m. 
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 An Evening of International 

Classical Music
Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

Time Event
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.   Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m. 

 All Aboard! Songs and Stories from 
America’s Railroads
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Blue Eyed Soul

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello 

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 The Thing That Ate My Brain...Almost

Location: H Street Playhouse

7:30 p.m.
 Deaf Theater Jam  

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

8:00 p.m.  Revealing Culture Exhibition
Opening Event and Reception
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

8:30 p.m.
(doors open at 
7:00 p.m.)

 Comedy Night
Location: DC Improv

v
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FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Time Event
Open 24 hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m.

 Dynamo of Dance
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery 
Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.  Narimichi Kawabata
Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver 

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Salif Keita

Location: The George Washington University 
Lisner Auditorium

7:30 p.m.
 Quamon Fowler Quartet 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

7:30 p.m.  
& 9:30 p.m.

 Diane Schuur
Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

8:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

8:00 p.m.
 AXIS Dance Company

Location: Atlas Performing Arts Center

8:00 p.m.
 Gretty Good Time

Location: H Street Playhouse

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
Time Event
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m.

 The Magic Seeds
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Forró No Escuro

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver 

7:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

7:30 p.m.
 Diagnosis of a Faun 

with Claire Danes 
Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 An Evening of International Dance 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

8:00 p.m.
 Gretty Good Time

Location: H Street Playhouse
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SATURDAY, JUNE 12 
Time Event
Open 24 hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:15 a.m. 
&11:30 a.m.

 Giggles
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

2:00 p.m.  
& 8:00 p.m.

 Gretty Good Time
Location: H Street Playhouse

4:00 p.m.
 AXIS Dance Company

Location: Atlas Performing Arts Center

6:00 p.m.
 Closing Ceremony and Millennium 

Stage 13th Anniversary with Henry Butler 
and Raul Midón
Location: The Kennedy Center, 
Millennium Stage

1:30 p.m.
& 7:30 p.m.

 Synetic Theater’s Othello
Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

8:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall



Partner venues below will feature exhibitions, performances, and events including:  
dance, music, theater, literary arts, visual arts, media arts, and educational 
workshops and panels.
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1Register online at www.vsartsfestival.org

F
rom June 6–12, 2010, VSA—the international 
organization on arts and disability—will bring 
together artists, educators, researchers, and 
policymakers with and without disabilities from 

around the world for a multicultural celebration of the arts 
and education. The Festival will feature visual, performing, 
literary, and media artists and a guest list that includes 
more than 2,000 participants from all corners of the globe. 
The 2010 International VSA Festival will be the largest 
arts event featuring artists with disabilities to take place in 
Washington, D.C., to date. 

Performances and exhibitions will be showcased at venues 
throughout Washington, D.C., including multiple stages 
at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; 
AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center; Atlas Performing 
Arts Center; The George Washington University Lisner 
Auditorium; H Street Playhouse; Shakespeare Theatre 
Company’s Harman Hall and Lansburgh Theatre; the 
Smithsonian Institution’s American Art Museum, Discovery 
Theater, and International Gallery; Union Station; and the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was founded more than 35 years ago by 
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to create a society where people with disabilities learn through, 
participate in, and enjoy the arts. VSA provides educators, 
parents, and artists with the resources and tools to support arts 
programming in schools and communities. VSA showcases 
the accomplishments of artists with disabilities and promotes 
increased access to the arts for all people. Each year, 7 million 
people participate in VSA’s programs through a nationwide 
network of affiliates and in 51 countries around the world. VSA 
is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. For more information about VSA, visit www.vsarts.org.

The 2010  
International VSA Festival
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Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre, The Magic Seeds

AXIS Dance Company in “the beauty that was mine, through the 
middle, without stopping” choreographed by Joe Goode. Dancers 
Sonsheree Giles and Rodney Bell 

My Surroundings, Fatima • Age 16 Jeddah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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2 Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15thConference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th

THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER  
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Since opening in 1971, the Kennedy Center 
has continued its efforts to fulfill President 
Kennedy’s vision—presenting the greatest 
performers and performances from across 
America and around the world, nurturing new 
works and young artists, and serving the nation 
as a leader in arts education. Performances 
for the 2010 International VSA Festival will take 
place in multiple stages and locations around 
the Kennedy Center, including the Concert Hall, 
the Family Theater, the Terrace Theater, and the 
Millennium Stage, which is located in the Grand 
Foyer. Visual arts exhibitions and installations will 
be showcased in The Hall of States, The Hall of 
Nations, The North and South Atrium Foyers, 
The States Gallery, The Nations Gallery, The 
Terrace Gallery, and The South Plaza Facade 

Address: 2700 F St., NW, Washington, DC 
20566  •  www.kennedy-center.org

AFI SILVER THEATRE AND  
CULTURAL CENTER

Created by the citizens of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural 
Center (AFI Silver) is dedicated to artists, 
educators, and audiences of the world. AFI 
Silver presents the richness of American and 
world cinema, exploring all forms of the moving 
image in the digital era and seeing the screen 
itself as a source of literacy, learning, and 
vision for the future. AFI is a national institute 
providing leadership in screen education and the 
recognition and celebration of excellence in the 
art of film, television, and digital media.  

Address: 8633 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring, MD 
20910  •  www.afi.com/silver

ATLAS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Located in a historic movie theater on H Street 
in northeast D.C., this 60,000-square-foot 
complex includes four theaters, three dance 
studios, offices, dressing rooms, lobbies, a 
cafe, and production and rehearsal space. The 
Atlas is home to a diverse group of outstanding 
resident arts organizations including theater and 
dance companies, symphony orchestras, choral 
groups, and arts education programs. 

Address: 1333 H St., NE, Washington, DC 
20002  •  www.atlasarts.org

BUSBOYS AND POETS

Busboys and Poets is a restaurant, bookstore, 
fair trade market, and gathering place where 
people can discuss issues of social justice 
and peace. Each Busboys and Poets location 
should enhance the community—allowing us 
to bring together a diverse clientele reflective of 
the surrounding neighborhoods. Busboys and 
Poets creates an environment where shared 
conversations over food and drink allow the 
progressive, artistic, and literary communities to 
dialogue, educate, and interact.

Address: 1025 5th St., NW, Washington, DC 
20002 • www.busboysandpoets.com

The 2010  
International VSA Festival  
Citywide Venues
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CITYWIDE VENUES

DC IMPROV

The nation’s number-one venue for stand-up 
comedy features national touring headliners, 
local celebrities, a comedy school, two 
showrooms, plus a full restaurant and bar. The 
DC Improv first launched in 1992 showcasing 
newcomers Ellen DeGeneres, Dave Chappelle, 
and Brian Regan.

Address: 1140 Connecticut Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20036   •  www.dcimprov.com

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
LISNER AUDITORIUM

Part of George Washington University’s 
campus in D.C.’s Foggy Bottom neighborhood, 
Lisner Auditorium is home to a wide range of 
unparalleled international, national, and local 
performing arts events and lectures. Built in 
1935, this 1,490-seat theater is the venue of 
choice for a number of university and area 
arts groups. Lisner also produces world music 
concerts, literature events, dance performances, 
and much more. Audio and video previews of 
upcoming shows are always available at  
www.lisner.org. 

Address: 730 21st St., NW, Washington, DC 
20052   •  www.lisner.org

H STREET PLAYHOUSE

The H Street Playhouse was opened in 2002 as 
a 100-seat flexible seating black-box theater. 
For a number of years, a group of artists and 
other professionals has initiated a new interest 
in the development of the H Street commercial 
corridor in northeast Washington, D.C. Along 
with city officials, small business owners, and a 
few other theaters, the Theater Alliance and the 
H Street Playhouse have been at the forefront 
of a movement that has been gaining steam to 
revitalize this area of the nation’s capital. 

Address: 1365 H St., NE, Washington, DC 
20003   •  www.hstreetplayhouse.com

SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY

Since its founding in 1985, the Shakespeare 
Theatre Company has endeavored to be the 
nation’s leading force in the presentation and 
preservation of classic theater. The core mission 
is to present classic theater in an accessible, 
skillful, imaginative, American style that honors 
playwrights’ language and intentions while 
viewing their plays through a 21st-century lens. 
With the formation of the Harman Center for the 
Arts—which includes the new Sidney Harman 
Hall and the existing Lansburgh Theatre—the 
Shakespeare Theatre Company is a national 
destination theater offering a broad range of 
works to audiences in the greater-Washington 
area and across the nation. 

Address: Sidney Harman Hall, 610 F St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20004; Lansburgh Theatre, 
450 7th St., NW, Washington, DC 20004 • 
www.shakespearetheatre.org

THE SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN  
ART MUSEUM

The Robert and Arlene Kogod Courtyard, with 
its elegant glass canopy, is a signature element 
of the renovated National Historic Landmark 
building that houses the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum and the National Portrait Gallery. 
The enclosed courtyard provides a distinctive, 
contemporary accent to the museums’ Greek 
Revival building. The light-filled Kogod Courtyard 
is a welcoming space downtown in the nation’s 
capital as well as a public venue for the 
museums’ performances, lectures and special 
events. 

Address: 8th and F Sts., NW, Washington, DC 
20004  • http://americanart.si.edu
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CITYWIDE VENUES

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S  
DISCOVERY THEATER 

Discovery Theater—the Smithsonian’s Live 
Theater for Young People—has provided high-
quality, professionally-performed educational 
and artistic programming to young people 
of all backgrounds for over 30 years; serving 
from 1964 to 1979 as the Smithsonian Puppet 
Theater. Discovery Theater performances 
provide a gateway experience to Smithsonian 
collections and exhibitions, complement 
students’ classroom-based learning, foster 
a love of live performance and the traditional 
arts, increase understanding and exploration 
of heritage and world cultures and provide 
entertaining, educational experiences of all 
kinds to young audiences. 

Address: 1100 Jefferson Dr., SW,  
Washington, DC 20560  •  
http://www.discoverytheater.org

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S 
INTERNATIONAL GALLERY 

The International Gallery, which is situated 
between the National Museum of African 
Art and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, 
presents exhibitions that deal with significant 
topics from various disciplines or cultural 
perspectives. Visitors enter the museum 
through the S. Dillon Ripley Center on 
Jefferson Drive between the Castle and the 
Freer Gallery of Art.  

 Address: 1100 Jefferson Dr., SW, 
Washington, DC 20560  •  
http://www.si.edu/ripley/ig/start.htm

UNION STATION

When Union Station opened in 1907, it 
covered more ground than any building in 
the United States. Designed in the Beaux-
Arts style, Union Station is still noted as 
one of the finest examples of this kind of 
architecture. A grand renovation in the 1980s 
confirmed the building’s status as the gateway 
to Washington, D.C. Currently the station 
welcomes over 32 million visitors annually, 
making it the most visited site in the city.

Address: 50 Massachusetts Ave., NE, 
Washington, DC 20002 •   
www.unionstationdc.com
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JUNE 6–JUNE 20
(closing dates will vary)

Exhibitions 
Visual and media arts exhibitions from leading artists with disabilities will be presented throughout 
the Kennedy Center. The center reflecting pool will feature a dramatic installation from Dale Chihuly’s 
Reeds + Spears series. The Kennedy Center’s Hall of States will feature a postcard exhibition, What 
Is Disability?, which will include more than 1,200 postcards from around the world that document 
interpretations of the word disability. The visual art exhibitions for the 2010 International VSA Festival 
are being designed by Michael Graves & Associates/Michael Graves Design Group. 

Individual artists who will be exhibiting at the Kennedy Center include: Ines Andouche, Gabe 
Anderson, Sarah Mohamed Atef, Christophe Baudouin, Dale Chihuly, Liz Crow, Serge Delaunay, Mark 
di Suvero, Erling Fredriksson, Kelvin Free, Hirokazu Fukawa, Sergio Giraldo Giraldo, Walter Herzberg, 
Josef Jobst, Rokhaya Kamara, Simon Mckeown, Mohamed Mahmoud Mohamed, Ko Nam, Luis 
Passalacqua, Will Pergl, Mohammed Qarshoum, Muthukrishnan Ramalingam, Judith Scott, Yinka 
Shonibare, and George Widener. 

Sight Unseen, an international group exhibition, will feature Ralph Baker, Evgen Bavcar, Henry Butler, 
Pete Eckert, Bruce Hall, Annie Hesse, Rosita McKenzie, Gerardo Nigenda, Michael Richard, Seeing 
With Photography Collective, Kurt Weston, and Alice Wingwall. 

Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
6:00 p.m.  Millennium Stage
Martin Deschamps
Quebec rocker Martin Deschamps bursts onto the stage with performances sure to bring the house 
down. An award-winning singer, songwriter, and artist, Deschamps was named best vocalist in 
Québec’s L’Empire des Futures Stars competition. His first album, Comme je Suis, sold more than 
75,000 copies, spawned three hit singles, and three Félix Awards nominations: Best New Artist, 
Best Rock Album, and Best Single. His second album, Différent, was recorded live and earned him 
the coveted Félix Award for Performance of the Year by a Songwriter-Performer. His agility, ease, 
infectiously positive personality and enthusiastic, energetic, and wide-ranging musical style are sure to 
enthrall all who attend.  

Free

Kennedy Center  
Events
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KENNEDY CENTER EVENTS

 
7:30 p.m.  Concert Hall
2010 International VSA Festival Opening Ceremony 
The Opening Ceremony features R&B legend Patti LaBelle as well as the China Disabled People’s 
Performing Art Troupe. The troupe, which is part of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation, 
dances in shimmering costumes that reflect China’s rich history and traditions. The mesmerizing 
choreography, set against a backdrop of dramatic lighting effects, is simultaneously precise and 
graceful.  

Free (tickets required)

MONDAY, JUNE 7
6:00 p.m. Millennium Stage
Rudely Interrupted  
Rudely Interrupted is one of Australia’s truly unique indie rock acts. The band members share a 
range of physical and intellectual disabilities with a common interest in self-expression through 
music. With a sound likened to Joy Division having a Gary Numan party while eating pitch-perfect 
cookies, this band will entertain your mind with its infectious hooks.

Free
 
7:30 p.m. Terrace Theater
Melody Gardot  
With her 2006 debut album Worrisome Heart, singer-songwriter, pianist, and guitarist Melody Gardot 
displayed an instinctive gift for transforming the traditions of jazz and blues with her personal kiss of 
life. But even her most ardent admirers will be amazed at the creative leap forward she has taken 
with the follow-up, My One and Only Thrill. Mixing Latin rhythms, finger-snapping blues, and deep, 
smoldering torch songs, it’s an album that seems to have been shaped from several lifetimes of love, 
loss, and longing. Though she’s still only in her early twenties, the rapturous reception accorded 
to Worrisome Heart by fans and critics meant that Gardot suddenly found her life moving at triple 
speed as demand for her talent blossomed across several continents. 

Tickets: $30

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 Millennium Stage
VSA International Young Soloists Concert  
6:00 p.m. 
The VSA International Young Soloists Program identifies and supports outstanding young musicians 
with disabilities in pursuit of a career. Applicants are adjudicated by VSA affiliates at the state level 
and by a national panel of music industry professionals. Past award recipients have gone on to 
become major international recording artists, American Idol finalists, and soloists with some of the 
world’s top symphonies. The four 2010 awardees will perform in this annual concert.

Free
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KENNEDY CENTER EVENTS

The Matt Savage Trio Terrace Theater 
7:30 p.m. 
Seventeen-year-old jazz pianist Matt Savage has been heralded by Dave Brubeck as “amazing” 
and “another Mozart” and by Chick Corea as “delightful and inspiring.” One of fewer than 100 
people known in the world as a “prodigious savant,” Savage began his remarkable young career 
at age eight. Jazziz magazine gave Savage’s 2006 album Quantum Leap a superb review, saying 
his “amazing technique shines” and described Savage as sounding like a “schooled, seasoned 
jazz pianist” who is “well on his way to forging an effective personal language.” Savage has toured 
the world, performing for heads of state and appearing on television and radio programs such as 
Late Show with David Letterman, Late Night with Conan O’Brien, The Today Show, and All Things 
Considered.  

Tickets: $25

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
6:00 p.m. Millennium Stage
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company    
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company is a pioneer in the development of inclusive dance in the United 
Kingdom. It embraces “difference” and produces exemplary creative partnerships between people 
with and without disabilities of all ages. Since its inception in 1994, Blue Eyed Soul has created a 
distinctive and authentic dance repertoire that has earned it international recognition and acclaim. 
The company’s work is rooted in the rural communities of Shropshire, England, bringing in artists 
and nurturing local talent to create performance, video, and site-specific work accessible to a wide 
spectrum of audiences. 

Free

Synetic Theater’s Othello Family Theater
Special Roundtable Discussion 
7:30 p.m.  
Infusing one of Shakespeare’s most poignant tragedies with its “art of silence,” Synetic Theater 
explores the tale of love destroyed by jealousy. Scandal is fueled, families and friendships devastated 
as Othello’s world comes crashing down, until a “trifle light as air” undoes them all. This accessible 
production includes company actors with and without disabilities as part of the Festival. Roundtable 
Post-Show Discussion immediately following the performance. Performances run from June 3–July 3

Tickets: $30

THURSDAY, JUNE 10 
Forró No Escuro Millennium Stage 
6:00 p.m.  
Forró is Brazil’s most popular and accessible musical style for adults and children alike. The 
accordion-driven sound of Brazil’s country music was born in the northeastern Ceará and 
Pernambuco states. This upbeat, super-catchy dance music is based around the trio of accordion, 
triangle, and zabumba (bass drum). The members of Forró No Escuro, some of whom who have 
low vision, met as students and have since performed their brand of forró in hundreds of shows 
throughout Brazil and around the world. 

Free



8 Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15thConference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th

KENNEDY CENTER EVENTS

National Symphony Orchestra  Concert Hall
with Dame Evelyn Glennie 
7:00 p.m.  
As one of the most eclectic and innovative musicians on the scene today, Dame Evelyn Glennie is 
constantly redefining the goals and expectations of percussion. By combining superb technique, 
a profound appreciation of the visual, and astonishing musicality, Glennie creates performances of 
such vitality that they almost constitute a new type of performance. Her diverse collaborations have 
included performances with artists such as Nana Vasconcelos, Kodo, Bela Fleck, Björk, Bobby 
McFerrin, Emmanuel Ax, Sting, Kings Singers, Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and Fred Frith. 

Tickets: $60

Diagnosis of a Faun Terrace Theater
Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects with host Claire Danes 
7:30 p.m.  
Film and television actor Claire Danes introduces an innovative new inclusive dance/theater piece 
commissioned by VSA from Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects. Rogoff draws her choreographic 
inspiration from Afternoon of a Faun and dancer Gregg Mozgala’s first-hand experience with cerebral 
palsy to create a creature that inhabits two worlds simultaneously. As Rogoff’s Faun moves through 
the seemingly disparate spheres of the operating room and the forest in the company of dancers, 
doctors, humans, and nymphs, the curse of separation between medicine and art is gently lifted. 
Dancers Emily Pope-Blackman and Lucie Baker, as well as Dr. Don Kollisch, round out this cast. 

Tickets: $25

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 Millennium Stage
Narimichi Kawabata  
6:00 p.m. 
Narimichi Kawabata made his sensational debut as a violinist after graduating from the Royal 
Academy of Music. He has drawn national attention ever since his debut album On Wings of Song 
became a record-breaking hit in 1999, selling an unprecedented 200,000 copies as a classical 
album. He has appeared on many popular television and radio shows in Japan and dedicates a 
significant amount of time working with organizations that support people who are blind.  

Free

Diane Schuur Terrace Theater 
7:30 and 9:30 p.m.    
Vocalist/pianist Diane Schuur is as eclectic as she is brilliant. A longtime disciple of Dinah 
Washington and other legendary jazz singers of the ’40s and ’50s, Schuur has built a stellar career 
by embracing not only the jazz of her parents’ generation, but also the pop music of her own youth 
during the late ’50s and ’60s. In a recording career that spans nearly three decades—and includes 
two Grammy Awards® and three Grammy® nominations—Schuur’s music has explored nearly every 
corner of the 20th-century American musical landscape. 

Tickets: $38



Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th 9Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th Register online at www.vsartsfestival.org

KENNEDY CENTER EVENTS

National Symphony Orchestra Concert Hall
with Dame Evelyn Glennie   
8:00 p.m.
See description under Thursday, June 10th.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 Millennium Stage
Millennium Stage 13th Anniversary Party and Festival Closing 
6:00 p.m.   
The closing ceremony features performances by Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators and 
Raul Midón. Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators is an ensemble devoted to the revival of 
1920’s steamboat jazz, led by the New Orleans pianist Henry Butler. The group’s members represent 
lifetimes of New Orleans traditional jazz: trumpeter Mark Braud, clarinetist Tom Fischer, trombonist 
Freddy Lonzo, drummer Troy Davis, banjoist Amy Sharpe, and bassist Mark Brooks. Raul Midón is a 
contemporary soul singer whose impassioned acoustic guitar playing—a mix of rock, classical, and 
flamenco—has gotten him just as much attention as his smooth voice. His major-label debut, State 
of Mind, released in June 2005, features guest appearances from Stevie Wonder and Jason Mraz.  

Free

National Symphony Orchestra Concert Hall
with Dame Evelyn Glennie   
8:00 p.m.
See description under Thursday, June 10th.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 6 
Smithsonian Institution American Art Museum
Start with the Arts Family Day   11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Start with the Arts Family Day is a celebration of the visual and performing arts named after VSA’s 
signature resource designed to integrate the arts into early childhood learning. The Start with the Arts 
Family Day engages children in hands-on arts experiences, and provides parents and teachers with 
resources for inclusive arts education activities. Showcasing the power of children’s imaginations 
and the importance of the arts in education, the family day also features workshops across a 
number of disciplines as well as performances by professional artists. Featured performers include 
VSA Tennessee’s Lake Rise Place, Iceland’s Perlan Theatre Group, and Maryland’s Quest Theatre 
Company.   

Free

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9 
Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery
Revealing Culture Exhibition Opening and Reception  8:00 p.m. 
The Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery will feature Revealing Culture, a groundbreaking 
exhibition of contemporary art by artists with disabilities. Presenting more than 130 works of art 
in a broad range of media—including installations, video, performance, painting, sculpture, and 
printmaking—Revealing Culture showcases 54 artists juried from more than 400 submissions. The 
visual art exhibitions for the 2010 International VSA Festival were designed by Michael Graves & 
Associates/Michael Graves Design Group. Revealing Culture artists include: Jamshid Agayev, Leni 
Anderson, Stephanie Bachiero, Loretta Bebeau, Jon Berge, Jane Bouchard, Allen Bryan, Christina 
Casebeer, Martin Charlot, Amy Charmatz, Kenn Coplan, Henry Coupe, Liz Crow, Liz Doles, Emily 
Eifler, Jeffrey Erken, Emmet Estrada, Joan Fabian, Justin Finnegan, David Forbes, Barbara Freeman, 
Ju Gosling aka ju90, Lesley Haas, Michelle Herman, Jesse Higman, Busser Howell, Sophie Kahn, 
Catherine Larson, Riva Lehrer, Beth Livingston, Mary Lucier, Julie Lusson, Sheri Marshall, Simon 
Mckeown, Pedro Luis Mejía Granja, Coralina Meyer, Amy Miller, Janet Morrow, Jeffrey Nelson, Bill 
Newman, Lynnda Pardoe, Juan Pierri, Isaac Powell, Jose Rivera, Judith Scott, Janet Shagam, 
Katherine Sherwood, Sunaura Taylor, Anne Teahan, Gwynneth VanLaven, Mark Wittig, Judson 
Wright, and Rhonda Zwillinger. Exhibition runs from June 8 – August 29.

Free

Smithsonian Institution’s  
Events
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SMITHSONIAN’S INSTITUTION EVENTS

Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery Theater
Daily, June 7 through June 12, at 10:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 for children/youth, $6 for adults 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8  
AfroBeats: Mali to Motor City with Hine-so and artsJAM! Detroit Percussion Ensemble
This percussion-focused jam features young performers from Mali’s Troupe Hine-So and VSA 
Michigan’s artsJAM! Detroit Percussion Ensemble. Expect the full-body engagement of colorful, 
traditional rhythms mixed with the beat of contemporary youth as these talented performers play 
various instruments and dance to music from their culturally rich homelands of Mali and Michigan.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9  
All Aboard! Songs and Stories from America’s Railroads with Frank Strong 
Through songs and stories of families, youth, and the American frontier, Iowan Frank Strong, Jr. 
(aka “Freight Train” Frank) delights young audiences with the melodies and memories of America’s  
collective past. Donning a conductor’s hat and pin-striped vest, Strong performs songs on guitar and 
harmonica and celebrates the colorful history of building and riding the rails throughout the United 
States. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10  
The Magic Seeds with Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre 
Using a sublime mixture of dancing, gesture, and sign language, Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre tells the 
story of a young man who is tricked into selling his pumpkins for a handful of seeds and ends up a 
hero. This 10-member group brings out more than the moral of this children’s folk tale; they also raise 
awareness about the lives of people who are deaf through story, ensemble, and movement. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11  
Dynamo Day of Dance with VSA Guatemala and Wild Zappers 
Bringing together youth from across the globe, Dynamo Day of Dance features VSA Guatemala’s 
Youth Dance Company and Maryland’s Wild Zappers blending traditional flamenco with the 
contemporary Jazz/Funk/Hip Hop of the United States. The Wild Zappers, an all-deaf dance 
company founded by Fred Beam, perform on the bill with the all-deaf female dancers from Central 
America, blending musical and cultural traditions for Washington audiences.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12  
Giggles: “the girl who made the whole world laugh” 
with VSA Virginia, Loudoun County
Giggles, the 10-year-old star of McDuffle’s Circus, takes center ring every night to share her 
contagious giggle with the audience. Born without a voice, but with the ability to giggle, Giggles was 
raised by the circus when her parents left to find a cure for Giggle’s giggles. Her life is forever changed 
when a big-time agent sees her act and hires her to share her talent with the world. Giggles is a show 
about how being different is okay and family is what you make it.
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Happenings at the Harman
Daily, June 7 through June 11, at 12:00 p.m.
Free

MONDAY, JUNE 7
Locomotion featuring The Moving Company, 
Karen Peterson and Dancers, and Dancing Wheels  
Locomotion features dance companies from Massachusetts, Florida, and Ohio led by three 
outstanding women who are innovators in the field of integrated dance. The Moving Company, 
formed by Dawn Lane in 1998 as part of Community Access to the Arts, performs pieces that 
celebrate and acknowledge dancers with disabilities. They have performed at the Berkshire Theatre 
Festival, Jacob’s Pillow, and with renowned dancer Marge Champion. Karen Peterson and Dancers 
celebrate their 20th anniversary creating “mixed-ability” dance. The dancers collaborate, research, 
and integrate personal movement styles, creating an innovative dance language for choreography. 
Dancing Wheels, founded by artistic director Mary Verdi-Fletcher in 1980, is the first modern dance 
company to integrate professional stand-up and sit-down wheelchair dancers. They have performed 
in the Czech Republic, Belgium, Guatemala, and Poland, as well as in venues across the United 
States. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
Music of Difference featuring Catherine Branch
Catherine Branch, a flutist with diplegic cerebral palsy, graduated in 2009 from Rice University 
as a flute performance major. Since then, she has been traveling as a research fellow of the 
Thomas J. Watson Foundation, exploring the role of art in disability advocacy around the world. A 
concert performance of music reflecting that research was presented in June 2009 at the Sydney 
Conservatorium, Australia. Joined by Mariana Green on violin and Jim Tang on piano, the trio will play 
original compositions by Robert J. Bradshaw, whose work Gerald Dolan of the New York Symphony 
Orchestra called “well-crafted, thoughtful, and emotional,” as well as works by Angelique Poteat and 
Aaron Alon.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
Caterpillar Soup written and performed by Lyena Strelkoff
Within the context of spinal cord injury, Caterpillar Soup is a story of destiny and a powerful love 
unshaken by tragedy. In this one-woman performance, Strelkoff reveals her two-year odyssey in 
search of wholeness after being paralyzed, and the ultimate triumph of her spirit. With humor, hope, 
and candor, Caterpillar Soup explores the transformational power of loss and celebrates life in all its 
messiness.

Shakespeare Theatre Company:  
Harman Hall
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SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY: HARMAN HALL

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
Readings on Disability featuring Lynn Manning, 
Anne Finger, and Riua Akinshegun 
Three literary masters share their perspectives on life through the lens of disability. Manning, an 
award-winning poet, playwright, actor, and former Blind Judo Champion of the world, has appeared 
on television, in commercials, and at theaters around the globe. His autobiographical solo play, 
Weights, was presented Off Broadway, at the Kennedy Center, at The National Black Theater Festival 
in North Carolina, as well as in Zagreb, London, and Edinburgh. Finger’s evocative and poetic writing 
provides a candid and often moving reading of her life. In her memoir, Elegy for a Disease, she 
merges personal and historical narrative, exploring how polio was viewed and dealt with in the years 
before the Salk vaccine was invented. Akinshegun, a performing and visual artist, writer, and poet, 
combines chanting, onomatopoeia, and dramatic reading to bring images and stories to life.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 
A Cabaret featuring Marleena Coulston
Marleena Coulston’s musical versatility spans studio work, musical theater, cabaret performance, 
and teaching. Coulston has performed at the Inland Empire Jazz Festival, the Orange County 
Fair, the Los Angeles Times Editorial Awards, South Coast Plaza, the Southern California Special 
Olympics, and the Festival of Children. She has also been cast in musical theater roles such as the 
Witch in Into the Woods, Percy in The Spitfire Grill, and Maggie in A Chorus Line.
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Lansburgh Theatre 
Daily, June 7 through June 11, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $15

MONDAY, JUNE 7 
Turning Point presented by Arts & Disability Ireland and 
Fishamble: The New Play Company  
Turning Point, a presentation of staged readings of new Irish short plays by artists with disabilities, was 
commissioned and developed for the 2010 International VSA Festival by VSA affiliate Arts & Disability 
Ireland and Fishamble. The plays, focusing on the theme of change, provide a platform for a range of 
dynamic and fresh Irish voices. Fishamble: The New Play Company is an award-winning, internationally 
acclaimed company, dedicated to the discovery, development, and production of new work for the Irish 
and international stage. Arts & Disability Ireland is a national arts development organization striving to 
promote cultural equality and the engagement of people with disabilities in the arts at the highest level—
as artists, performers, participants, audiences, advisors, and employees.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
An Evening of International Classical Music with 
Adrian Anantawan and Azariah Tan Peng Chay  
This evening features two international performers on the path to world-renowned careers in classical 
music. Twenty-six-year-old Canadian violinist Adrian Anantawan began his violin training at age nine. 
Anantawan has won various music competitions, received numerous awards, and garnered international 
media attention. A VSA International Young Soloists Award recipient who has appeared several times in 
concert at the Kennedy Center, Anantawan is an active member and spokesperson for the CHAMP (Child 
Amputee) Program of War Amps Canada. Only 18 years old, pianist Azariah Tan Peng Chay of Singapore 
has bilateral sensorineural hearing loss and is a former VSA International Young Soloists Award recipient 
who has garnered awards from the Trinity College of London Music Competition as well as the ASIAN 
and ASEAN International Chopin Piano Competitions. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
Deaf Theater Jam with Fred Beam, MO2 Productions, and Alexandria Wailes 
Featuring nationally-recognized performers from the deaf community, Deaf Theater Jam combines 
American Sign Language, movement, gesture, music, and shadow play to explore timeless classics 
and personal stories through visual theater. The charismatic Fred Beam—actor, dancer, choreographer, 
director, and President of the National Deaf Black Advocates—performs excerpts from his one man 
show, Black, Deaf, Male: Who am I?  MO2 Productions, led by artistic director and actor Monique Holt, 
created Uncontented Love with text derived from various Shakespearean plays for the 2010 International 
VSA Festival. Alexandria Wailes, a recipient of the 2004 Tony® Honors for Excellence in Theater Award, 
will present a visual interpretation of Euripides’ Electra using American Sign Language with singular 
intensity and passion. 

Shakespeare Theatre Company:  
Lansburgh Theatre
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SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY: LANSBURGH THEATRE

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
An Evening of International Dance 
with CIM—Integrated Multidisciplinary Company and Dagipoli Dance Company 
Portugal’s CIM—Integrated Multidisciplinary Company is a 13-member, mixed-age company, 
featuring dancers with and without disabilities. Through a sometimes fluid, often fractured narrative, 
O Aqui explodes the human form as people with different abilities encounter each other to ultimately 
capture the space of equality. Dramatic and intense, Greece’s Dagipoli Dance Company includes 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities as well as dancers without disabilities to explore the 
limits of the human body and imagination as they engage in a game of movement that results in a 
fusion of bodies, ideas, music encounters, interactions, and role reversals. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Quamon Fowler Quartet 
Award-winning tenor-saxophonist and former VSA International Young Soloists Award recipient 
Quamon Fowler began listening to various types of music and duplicating what he heard by 
practicing relentlessly from the age of 12. Fowler released his first independent CD project in July 
2000, Introducing Quamon Fowler. He holds a master’s degree in Music Performance from Texas 
Tech University and in 2006 started his own nonprofit to help mentor young aspiring musicians. In 
2008, Fowler received third place in the Thelonius Monk International Jazz Competition. Touring all 
over the world, the Texas native showcases his jazz quartet at the festival.
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MONDAY, JUNE 7 
U.S. Department of Education 
Arte Postale Exhibition Opening with 
performances by Kosala Uditha Kumara Dullewa  
and Brianna Duensing 10:00 a.m.  
Arte Postale, an international visual arts classroom exchange, provides standards-based educational 
components, while creating-cross-cultural adventures through the arts. During the 2009–10 
academic year, VSA will facilitate the participation of more than 30 classrooms. Students will 
create and exchange visual artwork that reflects their lives and culture with a partner classroom 
in another country. Selected works of art from the Arte Postale exchange will be exhibited at 
the U.S. Department of Education through July 23 in the auditorium. Youth performances at the 
exhibition opening will feature Sri Lankan dance by Kosala Uditha Kumara Dullewa and a classical 
piano performance by Brianna Duensing. This event is free. RSVPs are required for entrance to the 
exhibition. Call 202.401.1669 for more information. Exhibition runs from June 7–July 23.

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center  
International Disability Film Festival 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
As part of the 2010 International VSA Festival, AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center (AFI Silver) 
will curate a five-day International Disability Festival. AFI Silver supports the diverse voices and 
free expression of independent storytellers and fosters the power of documentary to enhance our 
understanding of the world. Anchored in the National Capital Region, where important global and 
national issues are the daily business, AFI Silver is marked by its relevance, broad intellectual range, 
and wide public appeal.

Free 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
Union Station
All Kids Can…CREATE! Ribbon Cutting 10:00 a.m.
Working together, CVS Caremark All Kids Can and VSA are expanding the role of the arts in inclusive 
education by working toward improving the lives and learning of young people with disabilities 
through a joint yearlong program. Each year, VSA issues a nationwide call for art through VSA state 
affiliates that encourages children and youth to share their creativity. This year’s theme, State of the 
Art, asked children to consider the roles they play within their communities. The resulting exhibition 
features one artwork from every state and the District of Columbia. All submissions are included in 
an online gallery. The exhibition debuts in Washington, D.C., and will tour nationally for two years. 
Exhibition runs from May 24–June 12.

Free

Other Venues
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OTHER VENUES

Busboys and Poets
Readings on Disability: Steve Brown, Jim Ferris, and Kathi Wolfe  7:00 p.m.
Three talented authors share their experience with disability through poetry and short story. Brown, 
an accomplished author and award-winning poet, has published several books and articles, including 
Movie Stars and Sensuous Scars: Essays on the Journey from Disability Shame to Disability Pride and 
Dragonflies in Paradise: An Activist’s Partial Poetic Autobiography. He currently teaches at the Center 
on Disability Studies, University of Hawaii–Manoa, and cofounded the Institute on Disability Culture. A 
musician, performance artist, director, playwright, and actor, Ferris is an award-winning poet. His book 
The Hospital Poems is about his boyhood experiences at a charity hospital for children with disabilities. 
Wolfe, a writer and poet, has had her work published in Innisfree Poetry Journal, Wordgathering, and 
Breath & Shadow. A collection of her poetry, Helen Takes the Stage: The Helen Keller Poems, was a 
finalist in the 2007 Pudding House Press Chapbook competition.

Free

DC Improv
Comedy Night with Josh Blue, Brett Leake,  
and Kathy Buckley 8:30 p.m. (Doors open at 7 p.m.) 
Headliner Josh Blue, Last Comic Standing season four winner, who has cerebral palsy, uses his 
incredible sense of humor and likeability to defy stereotypes and encourage others to overcome their 
preconceived notions about people with disabilities. The show also features Brett Leake, the first 
comedian with muscular dystrophy to appear on NBC’s The Tonight Show. In 2003, public broadcasting 
stations around the country began running his hour-long comedy special Laughing Matters with Brett 
Leake. A gifted comedienne, award-winning actress, accomplished author, and renowned inspirational 
speaker, Kathy Buckley is a force like no other who uses humor to confront stereotypes about people 
who are deaf. Buckley is also a five-time American Comedy Award Nominee as Best Stand-Up Female 
Comedienne.

Tickets: $20

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center  
International Disability Film Festival 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
See description under Monday June 7th.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9 
H Street Playhouse
The Thing That Ate My Brain…Almost 7:30 p.m.
Produced in association with Perishable Theatre Company and VSA Rhode Island, Amy Lynn Budd’s 
The Thing That Ate My Brain…Almost receives its Washington, D.C., premiere. The Thing That Ate My 
Brain…Almost, a “Neo-Burlesque Sci-Fi Extravaganza,” is an autobiographical show that examines 
Ms. Budd’s relationships with her largest brain tumor, her loved ones, and the world of medicine. Budd 
uses theater, burlesque dance, puppetry, digital media, and the genre of 1960s sci-fi movies to affirm 
that creativity and curiosity are the best medicine. Amy Lynn Budd is a theater director, performer, and 
producer based in Providence, Rhode Island. She has directed plays for New Gate Theatre, Perishable 
Theatre, Brown University’s MFA Playwriting Program, All Children’s Theatre Ensemble, The Manton 
Avenue Project, Riverside Theatre in Iowa City, Iowa, and Indiana State University.

Tickets: $15 



18 Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15thConference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th

OTHER VENUES

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center  
International Disability Film Festival 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
See description under Monday June 7th.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
H Street Playhouse
Gretty Good Time by John Belluso co-produced by 
VSA and Theater Alliance—a Washington, D.C. premiere 8:00 p.m.
Set in 1955, Gretty Good Time is a dark comedy that tells the story of Gretty, who has been forced 
to live her life in a nursing home after a childhood bout with polio left her paralyzed. Gretty is visited in 
her dreams by Hideko, a young Japanese woman whose face was disfigured in the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima. They climb onboard Gretty’s flying wheelchair and soar backwards through time to 
confront the painful memories that haunt them. Mixing historical fact, poetic flights of fancy, and an 
Epic Theatre sensibility, Gretty Good Time explores contemporary issues through the framework of a 
strong character journey.

Tickets: $30

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center  
International Disability Film Festival 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
See description under Monday June 7th.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 
The George Washington University Lisner Auditorium
Salif Keita 7:30 p.m. 
Known as the “Golden Voice of Africa,” Mali’s Salif Keita, who has albinism, is an internationally 
recognized afro-pop singer-songwriter who successfully blends traditional West African music styles 
with Arabic, French, and Spanish traditions. The instrumentation that accompanies his singing 
combines the guitar, organ, and saxophone with traditional African instruments such as the kora, 
balafon, and djembe.

Tickets: $45

H Street Playhouse
Gretty Good Time by John Belluso co-produced by 
VSA and Theater Alliance—a Washington, D.C. premiere 8:00 p.m.
See description under Thursday June 10th.
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Atlas Performing Arts Center
AXIS Dance Company co-presented by VSA and Dance Place 8:00 p.m. 
VSA and Dance Place co-present AXIS Dance Company, acclaimed and innovative ensemble 
of performers with and without disabilities. Founded in 1987, AXIS has become a jewel of 
contemporary dance and disability culture. AXIS has paved the way for a powerful contemporary 
dance form—physically integrated dance—performing in more than 60 cities nationwide, as well as 
in Europe and Siberia.
Tickets: $22

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center  
International Disability Film Festival 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
See description under Monday June 7th.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 
H Street Playhouse
Gretty Good Time by John Belluso co-produced by 
VSA and Theater Alliance—a Washington, D.C. premiere 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
See description under Thursday June 10th. 

Atlas Performing Arts Center
AXIS Dance Company co-presented by VSA and Dance Place 4:00 p.m. 
See description under Friday June 11th.

OTHER VENUES
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The International VSA Education Conference provides an opportunity to 
explore creating and supporting inclusive learning environments that value 
the importance of arts in education. The conference will feature presentations 

of effective practices from around the world including programs and research that 
provide access to artistic, academic, and social growth to students with disabilities. 

Sir Ken Robinson 
is an internationally 
renowned expert in the 
field of creativity and 
innovation in education.

Dame Evelyn Glennie
is the first person in musical 
history to successfully 
create and sustain a full-
time career as a solo 
percussionist.

Kenneth Eklindh 
is the head of the UNESCO 
program “The EFA 
Flagship on the Right to 
Education for Persons 
with Disabilities: Towards 
Inclusion.”

International VSA  
Education Conference

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

The International VSA Education Conference will bring together professionals 
from around the world in the fields of the arts, education, and disability. Join more 
than 400 participants, educators, artists, teaching artists, program administrators, 
researchers, arts organizations, and policymakers to discover and experience 
inclusive arts education programs and practices, share and build knowledge and 
expertise, and network with colleagues from around the world.
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Program sessions are geared 
toward three main themes: 

• 67 workshops, panels, and lectures 

• An international panel: “The Impact of the 
Arts on Advancing Inclusive Education and 
21st-Century Learning Skills to all Children, 
including Children with Disabilities.” 
Moderated by Kenneth Eklindh (head of 
the UNESCO program “The EFA Flagship 
on the Right to Education for Persons with 
Disabilities: Towards Inclusion”), this panel 
will provide a global overview of inclusive 
education with responses from expert 
practitioners and researchers from the 
field.  

• An international panel: “The Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: 
Examining Disability Inclusion.” Moderated 
by María Verónica Reina, executive director 
of the Global Partnership on Disability 
and Development, this panel will examine 
aspects of inclusion, including education, 
the arts, work, and employment. 

• A special event screening of Outsider: 
The Art and Life of Judith Scott, the 
moving documentary, produced and 
directed by Betsy Bayha, that celebrates 

the life of Judith Scott (1943–2005). The 
documentary will be followed by a post-
documentary discussion with poet, writer, 
and Judith’s twin Joyce Scott, and Tom 
DiMaria, director of Creative Growth Art 
Center. An exhibition of her work will also 
be featured at the Kennedy Center.

• A special event screening of the 
internationally acclaimed documentary 
Including Samuel. The documentary will be 
followed by a post-screening discussion 
on how filmmaking and digital media are 
essential educational and advocacy tools 
in promoting inclusive education around 
the world. 

• A special event and multimedia 
performance, Stones Floating on Water, 
will explore the nature of disability 
through personal stories and work by 
VSA Teaching Artist Fellows. The event 
will include an interactive discussion of 
the considerable value of residencies by 
teaching artists with disabilities.

Advancing Inclusive Education

21st-Century Learning Skills

Pathways to Employment

The three-day conference provides an opportunity for you to customize your 
program from a selection of sessions and events, including: 
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International VSA  
Education Conference Schedule

THURSDAY, JUNE 10

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Registration Open

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Keynote: Sir Ken Robinson

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions

Allegro’s Inclusive Dance Education Workshop
Patricia Farmer, Jane Fastje, Lauren Thomas, Judy Rollins, Allegro Foundation (North Carolina/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore adaptive dance techniques that combine cognitive and muscle memory to stimulate 
sequential and conceptual learning, inclusive lesson plans that meet the needs of students with and 
without disabilities, and assessment tools and practices to monitor student progress. The session 
will also examine Allegro Foundation’s recent research findings in dance education.  

 
Art without Limits Workshop
Celia Hughes, VSA Texas (Texas/USA); Dwayne Szot, Zot Artz: Arts for All (Wisconsin/USA) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Zot Artz Activity Guide provides art activities that foster social interaction, self-esteem, and 
natural inclusion. Explore the library of adapted art-making tools that provide all individuals with 
opportunities for creative expression. All the equipment is designed so that participants with both 
limited movement and fine motor skills can be successful at their own level of ability in creating 
original works of art. 

Developing Inclusive Arts for Young Children  Lecture
Alida Anderson, American University (Washington, D.C./USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Examine methods and materials that support inclusive arts curriculum, arts instruction, and 
assessment in early childhood. Participants are encouraged to share their perspectives on 
challenges and methods of access, participation, and progress of all children in arts-based activities. 

 

All conference events take place at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, D.C.
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Independent Living 2.0: Voices, Vision, and Visibility  Workshop 
Victor Pineda, The Victor Pineda Foundation (California/USA);  
Scott Cooper, It’s Our Story (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Using 21st-century skills, including digital filmmaking and social networking, discover how the arts 
(combined with professional development, skills, and mentorship) can be a catalyst for meaningful 
social change. The interactive presentation is appropriate for participants of all abilities and learning 
styles. 

Mural Painting as Inclusive Arts Learning Lecture
Kong Ho, Martie Geiger-Ho, University of Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore how all learners can participate in the production of a community or school mural by using 
an inclusive arts-learning curriculum. Inclusive arts provide the opportunity for learners of different 
abilities and skills to participate, aided by collaborative execution and constructivist teaching. 
Examine community mural practice through collaborative design using digital imaging technology 
and by engaging in mural appreciation discourse. 

Saori Hand-Weaving Workshop  Workshop
Kenzo Jo, VSA Japan (Japan)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore the tools and techniques to practice Saori hand-weaving as an inclusive art program for 
people with and without disabilities of all ages. Experience weaving techniques on accessible 
looms and tools invented by the presenter. This workshop is for all educators, artists, and program 
administrators with an interest in weaving. No previous experience necessary.

School Arts: the Sum of All Parts Panel
Lynda Aussenberg-Hedfors, Roger Thomas, and  
Ruth Marshall, Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children (Pennsylvania/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Schools play an important role in providing a broad spectrum of arts opportunities for students with 
severe and multiple disabilities. Discover how to use educational and supportive services to provide 
a range of accessible art experiences and gain a greater perspective on nurturing creativity through 
the arts for all students.

Pathways to Employment:
Changing Attitudes through Disability Film Festivals Panel
Denise Roza, Perspektiva (Russia);  
Bruce Curtis, World Institute on Disability (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Film can be a powerful tool for community change, and above all, for promoting inclusive education. 
This presentation will describe two disability film festivals that have been running successfully for 
more than eight years in Russia and San Francisco. It will demonstrate how films are used during 
and beyond the festivals to raise awareness and motivate people to act while providing positive 
solutions and role models for members of the community.   
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12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Lunch

 
1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions

It’s All about ARTabilities  Lecture/Workshop 
Dan Galloway, St. Lucie County School District;  
Kathy Iwanowski, VSA Florida (Florida/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover the successful, collaborative experience of an inclusive arts curriculum and instruction 
project of two Exceptional Student Education teachers and their unique group of fourth through 
eighth-grade students. Investigate project methodologies and techniques, including attitudes 
regarding the capabilities of persons with multiple disabilities, and explore options to incorporate 
similar projects in your own community.

Music in a Learning-Centered Classroom Workshop
Myrna Meerof, Broward College (Florida/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Create musical learning-centered activities using recordings, multimedia, video, and musical 
instruments. Explore the elements of music, the impact of recent cognitive brain studies, and the 
current educational uses of music to develop your own activities.

Story Book Making: Science Fiction for Creativity and Imagination Workshop
Nadia Bamieh and Nadia El Arabi, VSA Egypt (Egypt)              
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Using creativity and imagination, explore the integration of science and art through storytelling and 
bookmaking. The presenters, with the aid of two young artists with disabilities, will guide small 
groups in creating a book.

Strategies for Inclusion in Dance  Lecture
Sarah Whatley, Coventry University (United Kingdom)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover the evidence-based inclusive, arts-integrated curriculum resources used by Coventry 
University to support students with physical disabilities in higher education dance programs. 
Discussion will focus on the key role of the Learning Support Assistant in supporting students and 
teachers in studio-based dance activities, and how the role is developed and managed.
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Universal Design for Learning  
Principles in the Arts Classroom Workshop
Gordon Sasaki, Museum of Modern Art–MOMA (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore techniques to use Universal Design for Learning principles in the visual arts classroom.  
Through examination of a sample lesson plan, images, and inclusive art-making techniques, 
participants will focus on developing the creative process through familiar forms and unconventional 
approaches, incorporating digital technology to aid in classroom accessibility.

 
Pathways to Employment 
Artist Training Studios: Integrating Art and Career Development Panel
Rae Edelson, Gateway Arts/Vinfen (Massachusetts/USA); Annie Geselle, Canvas Community Art 
Studio & Gallery (Alaska/ USA); Patty Mitchell, Ohio Arts Council (Ohio/USA); Quimetta Perle, HAI 
(New York/USA); Debra Emerson, Wendy Morris, St. Madeleine’s Sophie’s Center (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The panel will investigate the history and approach of four different art studio centers located in the 
United States. These studios provide arts-based training and employment training for persons with 
disabilities to find an outlet for expression, interaction, and personal growth. The presentation will 
also explore developing, applying, and evaluating shared arts experiences in an inclusive setting.

21st-Century Professional Development 
for Applying Universal Design Panel
Don Glass, Mary Liniger, VSA (Washington, D.C./USA) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Universally designing curriculum for students requires professional development for teachers that 
also models the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL). The VSA Communities of Practice 
uses 21st-century online and teleconferencing tools to provide multiple, flexible options for engaging 
with and applying inclusive arts practices. This presentation outlines the key characteristics of 
effective 21st-century professional development, as well as provides examples of what UDL looks like 
in practice.

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions
Art Education for the 21st Century          Lecture
Katherine Douglas, Teaching Artistic Behavior, Inc. (Massachusetts/USA);  
Ellyn Gaspardi, Bridgewater Middle School (Massachusetts/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Encourage students to create, make mistakes, seek new answers, and evaluate outcomes for 
themselves by letting them work independently and express their ideas in the media of their choice. 
Referencing Universal Design for Learning and Differentiated Instruction, this presentation will outline 
choice-based art education that supports and encourages an inclusive learning experience, focusing 
on learners 6–12 years old. 
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Art of Inclusion in the Theater Arts Classroom Workshop
Diane Nutting and Elizabeth Broder-Oldach Imagination Stage (Maryland/USA);  
Torrie Dunlap, National Training Center on Inclusion (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The physical and social parameters of the theater arts experience can often intimidate those who are 
trying to create an inclusive environment for students with disabilities. This session will explore ways 
to see these parameters as opportunities rather than obstacles. Using case studies, this hands-on 
workshop will examine the elements necessary for successful inclusion practices.

Audio Description: An Aid to Literacy  Lecture
Joel Snyder, American Council of the Blind (Maryland/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover the fundamentals of audio description as applied to educational media and children’s 
books, and discuss how description can build literacy skills. By using audio description, books are 
made accessible to children who have low vision or who are blind, thus supporting the development 
of more sophisticated language skills in all students.

 
Inclusive Early Childhood Creative Arts Curriculum  Workshop
Robyn Swanson, Western Kentucky University (Kentucky/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Create a standards-based creative arts curriculum of music, dance, and drama in inclusive early 
childhood classrooms focused on students with developmental delays. View video of students in 
the classroom and discuss how each activity was developed to include varied learning styles and 
adaptive devices. The adaptive devices will be available for use during this workshop.

 
Movement Metaphor:  
Drama Education for Students with Disabilities Workshop
Low Kok Wai, Chjiraporn Oringa Vathanasin, Arts Atria (Singapore)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore drama exercises using the methods of Movement Metaphor—designed to engage students 
and promote collaboration between students with and without disabilities. Take part in drama 
activities that use vocal cues to evoke individuality in a structured environment.

Music Auditory Training and Language Development Lecture
Maria Estrella Paulino, St. Francis School, VSA Philippines (Philippines)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Uncover the techniques that primary school teachers in the Philippines use to teach children with 
hearing impairments. This lecture examines the use of music for auditory training and language 
development, focusing on early intervention techniques, as well as stimulating the residual hearing of 
a child.
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Tell Your Story: Expressing Disability Culture  
through the Written Word Panel
Steven Brown, Center on Disability Studies (Hawaii/USA); James Ferris, University of Toledo (Ohio/
USA); Anne Finger, Writer (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Investigate the importance of both writing and sharing your story in the 21st century. This panel of 
writers with disabilities was highlighted in the VSA Writing Spotlights Series. Panelists will discuss 
how writing can be rewarding, both personally and vocationally. Audience members will be 
encouraged to share their stories.

 
Universal Design for Learning of Arts  
in the Context of a Museum Lecture
Jaime Solano, Francisco Utray, Carlos III University (Spain)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore the main findings of the design and use of Multimedia Guides for All (MGA). MGA is an 
approach that involves a series of recommendations for the selection, application, preparation of 
content, and maintenance of a computerized device in order to achieve the principles of Universal 
Design for Learning. Examine a GVAM (Guide for Virtually Adapted Museums) prototype, the current 
case study in development, and discuss the possible applications of these devices.

 
Outsider: The Art and Life of Judith Scott  Film Screening and Discussion 
Joyce Scott, poet, writer, and Judith’s twin; Tom DiMaria,  
Director of Creative Growth Art Center (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

This moving documentary, produced and directed by Betsy Baha, celebrates the life of Judith Scott 
(1943–2005). Judith Scott, who was deaf and had Down syndrome, spent 35 years in an Ohio state 
institution until her twin sister Joyce gained custody of her in the ’80s and moved Judith to the Bay 
Area. There, Judith began taking classes at Oakland’s Creative Growth Art Center, an organization 
for people with developmental disabilities, and created colorful yarn-wrapped abstract sculptures 
that have been exhibited around the world.  
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8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Registration Open

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
Concurrent Sessions

Arts for Critical Thinking (ACT)® Lecture/Workshop
Martin Gardiner, Center for the Study of Human Development, Brown University (Rhode Island/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Participate in ACTivities designed for use in both school and after-school programs for pre-
school and elementary-age children, and learn about research-based connections between arts 
and broader skill learning. This workshop will illustrate how arts-based skill development lays the 
foundation for 21st-century learning. 

Cameras in the Hands of Children Lecture
Pam Mendelsohn, Public Education/Media Specialist (California/USA);  
Denise Roza, Perspektiva (Russia)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover inclusive practices in secondary education (grades 7–12) through the lens of photography. 
Learn more about the photographic activities implemented in Russia that have brought together 
students with and without disabilities and encouraged new skills, increased self-esteem, and 
provided disability awareness in the community at large. Examine discoveries made by the 
originators of this program and discuss ways to incorporate them in your community.

 
Drama as the Catalyst  Workshop 
Lisa Dennett, Interactive Drama for Education and Awareness in the Schools (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore variations to traditional drama instruction that stimulate the imagination, encourage 
teamwork, and spark individual and group creativity. Using improvisation techniques along with 
theater games, experience traditional drama activities for students (grades 7–12), but pause along 
the way to reflect and identify techniques that encourage inclusivity. 

 
Embodied Dance: Body, Mind, and Spirit Workshop
Cynthia Newland, Belhaven College (Mississippi/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Seize the opportunity to investigate movement and dance as it relates to one’s mind and spirit. 
Engage and explore your body, intellect, and soul through movement and thoughtful discussion. Get 
an internal view of your external form.
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Inclusive Arts: A World of Options Panel
Bebe Bernstein, VSA New York City; Kathy London and Ruchika Chopra,  
District 75 Special Education Programs (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover and reflect on inclusive teaching practices used by both school arts specialists and cultural 
partners to ensure access to the arts for all students. The panel will provide participants with an 
overview of innovative, multi-modal, inclusive programs in a variety of arts disciplines that engage 
diverse learners and develop communication, socialization, critical thinking, and artistic skills. 

Kalli and Me: Visual Dialogue  Lecture
Rosa Juliusdottir, University of Akureyri; Karl (Kalli) Gudmundsson (Iceland)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hear the story of an extended encounter between the two presenters, an artist/art educator and an 
artist with a disability. When Gudmundsson was five years old, she began her work with Juliusdottir, 
starting as interplay between pupil and teacher and eventually developing into a partnership between 
friends. Over the last 15 years, Gudmundsson has grown toward an independence unforeseen 
without the arts. This presentation highlights the visual dialogue between these two artists.

Museums as Powerful Resources for 21st-Century Skills Panel
Marsha Semmel, Institute of Museum and Library Services (Washington D.C./USA);  
Marla K. Shoemaker, Philadelphia Museum of Art (Pennsylvania/USA);  
Deborah Schwartz, Brooklyn Historical Society (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Join us for this participatory discussion about the “Museums, Libraries and 21st-Century Skills 
Project” and its results. The project addresses the growing importance of museums and libraries 
in helping citizens develop skills necessary for thriving in 21st-century society and gives increased 
visibility to museums and libraries in today’s “learning landscape.” Learn how to utilize the results of 
this project to nurture effective partnerships and collaborations among arts organizations.

Neuro-Arts Education: Neuroscience and Education Lecture
Rick Garner, Kennesaw State University (Georgia/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Although great advances have been made in neuroscience, connecting those advances to 
education remains elusive. “Neuro-Arts Education” is just starting to be explored, with new brain 
science relevant to education emerging continually. This presentation will examine current research, 
discussing ways that this information enhances skill development in art education, and will examine 
its relevance for students with disabilities.
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Pathways to Employment 
Transformations: Choreographic Training for Artists with Disabilities Panel 
Rachel Freeman, Jess Allen, Rose Payne, Sally Edwards, Eleni Edipidi,  
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company (United Kingdom)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company is a pioneer in the development of inclusive dance in the United 
Kingdom. Discuss exemplary creative partnerships between people with and without disabilities of all 
ages and hear perspectives from the company. Explore personal accounts of training that embrace 
“difference.” Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company will appear on the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage 
on Wednesday, June 9, at 6:00 p.m.

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
Keynote: Dame Evelyn Glennie  

12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  
Lunch

1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Panel
María Verónica Reina, Global Partnership on Disability and Development (Washington, D.C./USA); 
Andre Cocle, VSA Belgium (Belgium); Katherine Guernsey, United States International Council on 
Disabilities (Washington, D.C./USA); Charlotte McLain-Nhlapo, World Bank (Washington, D.C./USA); 
Debra Perry, International Labor Office, (Washington, D.C./USA);  Victor Pineda, The Victor Pineda 
Foundation (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

A significant landmark toward advancing inclusive education is the legally binding Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which was adopted by the United Nations in December 
2006 and has been signed so far by 143 countries, including the United States. (President Obama 
signed the Convention on July 20, 2009, but ratification by the U.S. Senate is still pending.)The 
panel, led by Reina, will discuss how the CRPD promotes inclusion in the areas of education, the 
arts, and employment.

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Concurrent Sessions
African Drumming: Indigenous Approach to Inclusivity Workshop 
O’Dyke Nzewi, Jenny Kinnear, Centre for Indigenous Instrumental Music and Dance Practices of 
Africa (South Africa)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Take part in a drumming session while learning indispensable tools for inclusivity. This hands-on 
workshop explores the concepts of space, sharing, community, and individuality within conformity. 
An inclusive teaching approach provides the opportunity for the expression of cultural differences, 
celebrates diverse backgrounds and experiences, and values indigenous knowledge and practices. 
No prior experience or understanding of indigenous knowledge and practices is required.
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Education Resources from the John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts Lecture
Barbara Shepherd, Nuit Hansgen, Kennedy Center (Washington, D.C./USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Learn about the many educational resources and networks available from the Kennedy Center. 
Participants will be among the first to see the redesigned “ArtsEdge” internet-based arts in education 
resource, as well as opportunities available through the Partners in Education network and Any 
Given Child consultancies. 

Great Integrity Lecture
Susan Togut, Northeast Center for Special Care (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore case studies on how individuals have been able to improve cognitive, physical, and 
psychosocial skills through a cutting-edge fine arts program that serves those with traumatic 
brain injuries and related conditions. Understand how to facilitate full empowerment, renewal, and 
wellness in individuals and aid them in establishing significant roles as artists in the community.

 
Literacy through Photography Lecture
Kristi Ann Nolan, Gallaudet University (Washington, D.C./USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Uncover the findings of research that took place at the Model Secondary School for the Deaf, which 
examined how two groups of fourth and fifth graders’ expressive skills were affected by the use of 
photography. Probe how the arts positively affect the lives of deaf students through video clips, field 
notes, interviews, and writing samples.

 
Rhythm Sounds Lecture
Dada Ra, Julie Rainbow, The Creators Gift 137 (Georgia/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Rhythm Sounds is a proven artistic initiative that works with diverse populations from elementary 
school students to adults. In this lecture, audience members will learn about Rhythm Sounds and  
how poetry, when vocalized, is an effective catalyst for developing cognitive, emotional, and social 
skills. In awakening one’s inner voice, outcomes typically surpass participants’ expectations.

 
Think Pink: A Multi-sensory Toolbox Workshop
Susan Snyder, Interactive Drama for Education and Awareness in the Schools (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Investigate right-directed, multi-modal, multi-sensory, hands-on, brains-on strategies that teachers 
can use to pattern the brain for learning. This workshop addresses learning styles, individual needs, 
differentiation, active/hands-on learning, and technology, with a focus on primary education.
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Using Community Media to Access Awareness Workshop
Emily Anderson, Edward Burke, VSA Vermont (Vermont/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

VSA Vermont’s Awareness Theater Company is comprised of adults with a variety of cognitive 
disabilities. The company uses community access media as an outlet for creative content and 
cultural access. This workshop will provide a framework to investigate the network of access media 
stations available to air creative and advocacy programming. 

VSA Teaching Artist Fellowship  Panel 
Stephen Yaffe, VSA Teaching Artist Fellows Coach;  
2008–09 VSA Teaching Artist Fellows (Washington, D.C./USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The most dramatic influence on developing an inclusive environment comes from linking the arts 
and disability connection to education practice. With the support of the Dana Foundation, the 
Teaching Artist Fellowship has created a new level of opportunity for artists with disabilities and 
the educational programs supported by VSA. Participants will learn about VSA’s Teaching Artist 
Fellowship from the artists who have been involved in this unique program. 

Pathways to Employment 
Career Access: Small Business and the Creative Industries Panel
Patti Lind, The Abilities Fund (Iowa/USA); Elizabeth Calvo de Suzuki,  
Fundación Suzuki (Argentina); Bill Mihalke, Susan Miller, VSA Hawaii (Hawaii/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Employment programs provide the opportunity for artists across a continuum of abilities, skills, and 
experience to develop the cognitive and social skills necessary for employment. These programs 
also assist in understanding the elements of creating and running a business in the artistic field 
and competing more effectively in the diverse workforce. This panel will include an analysis of 
training and employment challenges for artists in Argentina and Hawaii, as well as a showcase of 
entrepreneurship in the area of creative industries.

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Special Event
Including Samuel  Film Screening and Discussion
Dan Habib, The Including Samuel Project (New Hampshire/USA); Victor Pineda,  
The Victor Pineda Foundation (California/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Join Dan Habib and Victor Pineda for a post-screening discussion on how filmmaking and digital 
media are essential educational and advocacy tools in promoting inclusive education around the 
world. Dan Habib will discuss how the internationally acclaimed documentary Including Samuel has 
been used to support inclusion. Victor Pineda, one of the young global leaders of the international 
disability rights movement and a filmmaker as well, will bring his international perspective to this 
interactive discussion. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 12
8:00 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Registration Open

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
Keynote: Kenneth Eklindh       
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Kenneth Eklindh will present a keynote and lead a panel, comprised of practitioners and researchers 
from around the world, on the value and the role of the arts in advancing inclusive education and 
21st-century learning skills to all students, including those with disabilities. 

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.   
Concurrent Sessions

Arts4Learning Literacy  Workshop
Kit Bardwell, VSA Missouri (Kansas/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover a wide variety of engaging art activities to increase students’ literacy skills. Workshop 
participants will explore theater games, visual arts challenges, poetry slams, vocabulary jives, and 
musical compositions with appropriate adaptations for children with disabilities.

Bringing Text to Life Workshop
Tim McCarty, Bellamie Bachleda, QUEST Arts for Everyone (Maryland/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

An ever-growing body of research demonstrates the clear connection between the arts and literacy. 
The Bringing Text to Life workshop introduces educators and teaching artists to strategies for 
employing visual theater as an important tool for enhancing learning readiness and literacy. 

Discovering and Documenting Student Learning Evidence Lecture
Richard Jenkins, VSA Massachusetts (Massachusetts/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Join VSA Teaching Artist Fellow Richard Jenkins in a look at identifying and documenting student-
learning evidence within an arts inclusion residency for primary grades. Using specific residency 
examples, participants will be introduced to detailed strategies. Discuss strategies for identifying and 
documenting the learning evidence of your own students’ artwork. Participants are encouraged to 
bring samples of student work. 

 
Inclusive Classrooms Using Universal Design for Learning Workshop
Philip Alexander, Empire State Partnerships (New York/USA);  
Tom Harmon, VSA Mississippi (Mississippi/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore both the theory and the practice of Universal Design for Learning, a learning framework 
easily applicable to any educational setting. Develop materials to expand your own educational 
practice. The presenters, a teaching artist who specializes in papermaking and bookmaking, and a 
pedagogical coach from VSA’s Community of Practice, will share their experiences in the classroom. 
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Integrating the Arts into the Elementary Curriculum Panel
Lora Frankel, VSA Michigan; Lisa LaMarre, Detroit Dance Collective;  
Molly Landis, Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center (Michigan/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Examine a successful 10-week elementary school residency program conducted by VSA Michigan 
designed to provide an integrated arts experience in inclusionary classrooms. Presenters will provide 
the “how-to” of planning and integrating the arts into the elementary school curriculum as well as the 
evaluation tools used to measure outcomes. 

Stones Floating on Water Multi-Media Performance/Discussion
Stephen Yaffe, VSA Teaching Artist Fellows Coach; 2008–09  
VSA Teaching Artist Fellows: Kong Ho (Pennsylvania/USA), Glenn McClure (New York/USA),  
Derek Mortland (Ohio/USA), Fran Sillau (Iowa/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Stones Floating on Water is a multimedia performance exploring the nature of disability through personal 
stories and work. Each piece examines art and transformation, struggle, stereotype, and ostracism, 
and considers inclusion (what we say “Yes” to) as the difference between ability and disability. After the 
performance, participate in an interactive discussion on issues raised by the piece and ways to use this 
model to deepen understanding, create bridges, promote inclusion, and show the considerable value of 
residencies by teaching artists with disabilities.

Universal Design and the Art Room Workshop
Kathryn Rulien-Bareis, Eau Claire Area Schools, B Able To, Inc. (Wisconsin/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Seize the opportunity to use Universal Design tools while creating two artworks: collage with mixed 
media and functional art. Experience how manipulating tools and art materials is motivating and 
empowering. Learn new ideas for reluctant artists, safe and successful cutting, and options for 
adhesives. During this workshop, appropriate art techniques, materials, Universal Design tools, and 
resources will also be shared. 

Universal Design for Learning in the General Music Classroom Lecture
Kimberly McCord, Illinois State University (Illinois/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

What does Universal Design for Learning look like in the general music classroom (grades one–six)? 
Video examples will be shown demonstrating how students with disabilities are integrated into the 
general music classroom. Investigate strategies for teaching students who are deaf or blind using 
electronic instruments as assistive technology, such as the SoundBeam.



Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th

FESTIVAL OVERVIEW

35Conference Registration and Access Request Deadline: April 15th Register online at www.vsartsfestival.org 35Register online at www.vsartsfestival.org

EDUCATION CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y, JU
N

E
 12

Pathways to Employment 
Creative Solutions: Career Training in the Arts Panel
Nadia Bamieh, VSA Egypt (Egypt); Susan Fitzmaurice, Shaqe Kalaj, VSA Michigan (Michigan/USA); 
Karim Mehnaz Faisal, Institute of Hazrat Mohammed (Bangladesh)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore the systemic challenges and solutions of training programs for artists with disabilities in 
Bangladesh, Egypt, and the United States. The panel will highlight the experiences of researchers, 
program administrators, and artists.

12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Lunch

1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.   
Concurrent Sessions
Arts-Infused Learning:  Inclusive Pathways to Learning Panel
Sibyl Barnum, Susy Watts, Arts Impact; Jon Martin,  
Centennial Elementary School (Washington/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore the tools and techniques of arts-infused learning to create accessible environments for 
students with a variety of learning styles. This panel focuses on the curriculum adaptations that 
provide an opportunity for all students to share common criteria as well as the lessons students have 
taught facilitators about learning in multiple ways. A video demonstration of students creating and 
performing while learning concepts in other content areas will be shared.

Connecting Art, Thinking, and the Diverse Learner Workshop
Susan Little, Shelley Johnson, Charles R. Drew Elementary School (Maryland/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

How do art, critical thinking, and the diverse learner make connections in the primary school 
classroom? In this session, participants will explore “Artful Thinking,” a methodology incorporating 
visual arts to enhance critical thinking skills in various levels of readers. The workshop includes small- 
and large-group discussion, reflection of personal experiences, lesson plan development, as well as 
performance techniques to extend the critical thinking process.

Music Connectors: Peer-mentoring for  
Students with Disabilities  Workshop
Nicole Noronha, Brown University (Rhode Island/USA); Alinea Noronha,  
Downstate Medical School; Jennifer Noronha, Jill Carroll, Henry Viscardi School (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Learn about “Music Connectors,” a five-year, peer-to-peer mentorship program that engages high-
school students as teachers for students with disabilities. Explore techniques for teaching violin, 
guitar, and piano that enable students to create music through low-tech adaptations. 
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2 Poetic and Sound Arts in Movement   Workshop

Dominique Le Godec, Gerard Hababou, Personimages (France)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explore music, puppetry, poetry, movement, and visual arts in this multidisciplinary workshop on 
storytelling. Working as an ensemble, develop both confidence and competence in a variety of 
inclusive art forms. This interactive workshop responds to the specific needs of each individual using 
both improvisation and movement as the basis for collective artistic creation and expression. 

Process Drama: A Portal to Inclusion Lecture 
Brian Heap, The Philip Sherlock Centre for the Creative Arts/VSA  
(Jamaica); Pamela Bowell; Kingston University (United Kingdom) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Two of the world’s foremost researchers in Process Drama introduce participants to the basics of 
its methodology. Often described as “drama for the participants rather than the audience,” Process 
Drama provides a creative portal to inclusion. This approach to inclusive arts education makes 
meaning through the fictional circumstances of drama.

Teaching Curriculum Inclusively Through the Arts Lecture 
Erin Hoppe, Derek Mortland, VSA Ohio (Ohio/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Arts integration addresses the needs of all learners and increases learning by engaging students in 
the creative process. Teaching artists play a unique role in facilitating standards-based curriculum 
through integrated arts-based residencies. VSA Ohio will share its experiences in successfully 
bringing arts integration into secondary education classrooms and demonstrate evidence of the 
impact on students’ standardized test scores.

Teaching Project for Inclusive Dance Lecture
Leticia Peñaloza, National School of Dance (Mexico)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Through the development of an infrastructure for dance teachers, any teaching artist can create a 
welcoming environment for students of all ability levels. The Teaching Project for Inclusive Dance 
study examines developing strategies for the dance classroom using improvisation and technique. 
Background, methodology, strategies, and results will all be reviewed in this session.

The Power of Lines Workshop
Shanthi Chandrasekar, Teaching Artist (Maryland/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sometimes it is something as simple as a line that can inspire one to make a new discovery or 
create a piece of art. This workshop will harness your creative power in a drawing workshop that 
asks participants to consider how any available tool can inspire great ideas. Through doodling and 
repetitive line-drawing, explore the endless possibilities of the imagination.
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Pathways to Employment 
Visual Artists with Disabilities’ Professional Experiences Lecture
Susan Maley, SWAHS, University of Queensland (Australia)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Review 21 interviews with practicing visual artists from Australia and the United States and 
examine the preparation and practice, adaptations in making art, marketing strategies, and 
personal experience of disability. Discuss how physical barriers and social attitudes influence art’s 
conceptualization. Through the interviews, the artists also address their connections with and 
perceptions of arts and disability organizations in both the USA and Australia. 

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions
Bridging the Gap through Art Lecture
Rita Merhej, Sana Fakih, Friends of the Disabled Association, VSA Lebanon (Lebanon)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Consider the importance of the use of dance and drama in psycho-educational and therapeutic 
programs for people with intellectual disabilities, and see how the investment in students’ skill 
development in these areas can enhance social integration. 

Integrated Arts Multiple Intelligences Workshop
Susan Layton, East Bridgewater Public Schools;  
Joni Amaral, Nantucket New School (Massachusetts/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Integrated Arts Multiple Intelligences curriculum empowers educators to celebrate the 
whole child by integrating the arts across the curriculum, recognizing and valuing each student’s 
multiple intelligences. This interactive workshop models standards-based integrated arts lessons. 
Participants will be given lesson plans as well as a list of suggestions for incorporating the arts 
across the curriculum along with a companion DVD/CD. 

 
Light Writers: Photography for All Abilities Workshop
Brenda Spielmann, Bloorview Kids Rehab (Canada)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover this inclusive digital photography program for teens in a pediatric rehabilitation center 
and throughout the community. Explore photography concepts as visual literacy, technical skills, 
and post-processing methods and examine the steps that lead to the success of the Light Writers 
program.
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Multiple Intelligences and Theater Arts Workshop
Leslie Fanelli, Theatre in Motion (New Jersey/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory fully embraces theater and interactive arts-in-
education, uncovering eight core intelligences: linguistic, musical, interpersonal, intrapersonal, spatial, 
bodily-kinesthetic, logical-mathematical, and naturalistic. In this participatory workshop, mainly 
designed for the primary education environment, joyfully access these intelligences using theatrical, 
hands-on Multiple Intelligences activities.

 
Reflective Program Design for Program Managers Workshop
Kati Blair, Nicole Agois, VSA Massachusetts (Massachusetts/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Are your program activities and evaluation methods aligned with your organizational mission and 
goals? This workshop examines how aligning programmatic objectives with organizational mission 
can improve program quality and accessibility. Participants will explore tools, processes, and 
strategies (using the “Understanding by Design” framework) to take a critical look at program design. 

 
Start with Clay Workshop 
Sonia Khoury, VSA arts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (Saudi Arabia)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discover the benefits of using clay in the classroom to develop skills that lead to career opportunities. 
Participants will experience clay’s therapeutic rewards, both physical and psychological. This session 
will include an introductory discussion of recorded and live demonstrations, as well as hands-on 
opportunities to play with clay.

 
Traditional American Blues—Everyone Join In!  Workshop 
Lalene Kay, Cleveland Music Therapy Consortium; David Kay, University School (Ohio/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Blues, as a form of American music, has been represented in nearly all art forms—from sculpture to 
film, poetry to painting. Learn the basic chording formula for traditional 12-bar blues, and the general 
practice for lyric composition. Create your own blues choruses. No previous music experience is 
necessary to participate in this music-making experience. 

Pathways to Employment 
Emerging Career Paths for the Teaching Artist Lecture
Glenn McLure, Association of Teaching Artists (New York/USA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

As the teaching artist profession continues to grow, new career options are opening up outside 
primary and secondary education. Teaching artists are applying their unique skills to fields including 
health care, corporate training, entrepreneurship, and international partnership development. Hear 
the stories of teaching artists that have built successful careers in these emerging fields.
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LODGING AND TRANSPORTATION

Official Festival Hotel
Grand Hyatt Hotel
1000 H St. NW, Washington, DC 20001 
202.582.1234    Fax: 202.637.4781   www.grandwashington.hyatt.com
Grand Hyatt Room Rates: $229 single/double, $259 triple/ quad (plus 14 percent tax)
To access special rate call 202.582.1234 and refer to “VSA Education Conference.”  
For online reservations, visit https://resweb.passkey.com/go/VSA
Take the Red, Blue, or Orange line to the Metro Center stop. There is an entrance to the Grand Hyatt 
Washington in the station. Elevator access is available. The hotel is three and a half blocks from Gallery 
Place/Chinatown Station on the Red, Green, and Yellow Lines.

Area Airports
Reagan National (DCA) 
(approximately 15 minutes from conference hotel)
http://www.metwashairports.com/reagan
Approximate taxi fare from DCA is $15-$20. 
Red Top Cab at 202.328.3333 has accessible mini-vans. 
Reservations recommended two-three days in advance. 
Battles Transportation at 202.462.8658 has a large lift-equipped van service, approximate cost $75 one-way.
Super Shuttle is also available: (800) BLUE-VAN or www.supershuttle.com for reservations. Super Shuttle 
also has lift-equipped vans. Approximate fare $14 first passenger; $10 each additional passenger.
The Metrorail stops at Reagan National Airport are adjacent to Terminals B and C. They are on the Blue and 
Yellow Line, which go to Metro Center or Gallery Place/Chinatown. Both Metro Center and Gallery Place/
Chinatown are near the official hotel. Total fare is approximately $1.65; all stations and trains are accessible.

Dulles International (IAD) 
(approximately 40 minutes west of Washington, D.C.) 
http://www.metwashairports.com/Dulles
Approximate taxi fare from D.C. is $60. 
Red Top Cab at 202.328.3333 has accessible mini-vans.  
Reservations recommended two-three days in advance. 
Super Shuttle is also available: (800) BLUE-VAN or www.supershuttle.com  for reservations. Super Shuttle 
also has lift-equipped vans. Approximate fare $29 first passenger; $10 each additional passenger.
There is no Metrorail service directly to Dulles International. However, a shuttle runs to the West Falls Church 
Metro Station. All buses and trains are accessible. Please allow one-plus hour for travel time.  
Visit www.wmata.com for more details.

Baltimore Washington International Airport (BWI) 
(approximately 45 minutes north of D.C.)  
http://www.bwiairport.com
Approximate taxi fare to D.C. is $110. Call 410.859.1100 for details. No accessible taxi’s from BWI.
Super Shuttle is also available; (800) BLUE-VAN or www.supershuttle.com for reservations. Super Shuttle 
also has lift-equipped vans. Approximate fare $37 first passenger; $12 each additional passenger.
Metrobus B30 departs BWI once every 40 minutes, and travels to the Greenbelt Metro station. From 
Greenbelt, take the Green Line towards Branch Avenue. Depart at Chinatown/Gallery Place, just two blocks 
from the Grand Hyatt. Total fare is approximately $5.35; all buses and trains are accessible. The MARC Train 
or Amtrak from BWI Station to Union Station, D.C. is also an option. Please allow one-plus hour for travel 
time. Visit www.wmata.com for details. 
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Public Transportation
D.C. has a world class metrorail (subway) system. The Grand Hyatt Hotel and most performance venues 
can be reached via D.C. Metro. For information on the system and support getting to and from all 
locations visit http://www.wmata.com. Metro offers reciprocal benefits to visitors that utilize paratransit in 
U.S. cities—please contact Marcie Goldstein at mgoldstein@vsarts.org for details.

Metrorail opens at 5:30 a.m. on weekdays and 7:00 a.m. on weekends. Each train displays the name 
of its final destination. When accessing the escalator to get to the metro platforms, please note that the 
right side is for standing; the left side is for anyone walking up or down the stairs. Elevator service is also 
available. 

The Kennedy Center provides a free wheelchair-accessible shuttle bus from the Foggy Bottom Metro 
station that runs every 15 minutes to and from the Kennedy Center. A nightly shuttle is available from 
the Gallery Place Metro station to H Street Playhouse and the Atlas Performing Arts Center. For more 
information, visit http://www.atlasarts.org/plan_shuttle.php

Accommodation Services
Roberts Home Medical
20465 Goldenrod Ln., Germantown, MD 20876  •  301.353.0300
Manual Wheelchair – Rental fee $55 per month
Scooter (three wheeled) – Rental fee $80 to $100 depending on model and make

AREA Access
8117 Ransell Road, Falls Church, VA 22041 •  703.573.2111
Manual Wheelchair – Rental fee $75 per week
Scooter (three-wheeled) – Rental fee $125 per week

Personal Assistant Services
The ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia (ECNV) provides a registry of PAS Providers. 
From the registry you may find someone who will be available to assist you.  
The Personal Assistants charge between $15 to $20 an hour with a two hour minimum.  
Contact Ruchika at 703.525.3268.
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FESTIVAL SUPPORTERS

Festival Supporters
The 2010 International VSA Festival is presented with the support of The U.S. Department of 
Education, Alice and David Rubenstein, Amway Corporation, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, 
Ambassador Elizabeth Frawley Bagley and Mr. Smith Bagley, Ms. Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour, 
and DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, an agency supported in part by the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Performances and exhibitions of the 2010 International VSA Festival were made  
possible by the following organizations:

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Smithsonian American Art Museum

Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery

Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery Theater

Shakespeare Theatre Company

Dance Place

Busboys and Poets

Theater Alliance

Union Station

The George Washington University Lisner Auditorium

DC Improv

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
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Alternative formats are available upon request

(202) 628-2800 (Voice)  •  (800) 933-8721 (Voice) 

(202) 737-0645 (TTY)   •  (202) 429-0868 (Fax)

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was founded more than 
35 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to provide arts and education 
opportunities for people with disabilities and increase access to the arts for all. 
With 52 international affiliates and a growing network of nationwide affiliates,  
VSA is changing perceptions about people with disabilities around the world.  
Each year, 7 million people of all ages and abilities participate in VSA programs, 
which cover all artistic genres. VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts. For more information, visit www.vsarts.org.
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The 2010 International VSA Festival is presented with the support of

Raul Midón, Marlee Matlin, Narimichi Kawabata, 

Cajal’s Revenge by Katherine Sherwood

Alice and David Rubenstein

CVS Caremark

A. Huda and Samia Farouki

Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith

Stavros Niarchos Foundation

Ambassador Elizabeth Frawley Bagley and Mr. Smith Bagley†

Centene Charitable Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald I. Dozoretz

JoAnn McGrath

Ms. Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour

League of Arab States

DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities,
an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts

Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation

Kennedy Center International Committee on the Arts

VSA Advisory Board of Directors
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, Founder

Dr. Ronald I. Dozoretz, Chairman

Soula Antoniou, President

Mr. David Geanacopoulos

Ms. Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour

Ms. Lucy Lehman

Dr. Gerald and Mrs. Paula McNichols

Mr. Thomas E. Wheeler

Ms. Judy Woodruff†Deceased



2010 International VSA 
Festival Citywide Venues 
For tickets and information, please contact the presenting venue.

The John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts
2700 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20566
(202) 467-4600
kennedy-center.org
For more information about 
access at the Kennedy Center or 
to schedule an accommodation, 
please contact the Accessibility 
Offi ce at (202) 416-8727 (voice), 
(202) 416-8728 (TTY), or 
access@kennedy-center.org.  

AFI Silver Theatre and 
Cultural Center
8633 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 495-6700
afi .com/silver

Atlas Performing Arts Center
1333 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 399-7993
atlasarts.org

Busboys and Poets
1025 5th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 789-2227
busboysandpoets.com

DC Improv
1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 296-7008
dcimprov.com

The George Washington 
University Lisner Auditorium
730 21st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20052
(202) 994-6800
lisner.org

H Street Playhouse
1365 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 399-7993 ext. 101
theateralliance.com

Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, Sidney Harman Hall
610 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 547-3230
shakespearetheatre.org

Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, Lansburgh Theatre
450 7th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 547-1122
shakespearetheatre.org

Smithsonian American Art 
Museum
8th and F Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20004
americanart.si.edu

Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater 
1100 Jefferson Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20024
(202) 633-3030
discoverytheater.org

Smithsonian Institution’s 
International Gallery 
1100 Jefferson Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20560
si.edu/ripley/ig/start.htm

Union Station
50 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
unionstationdc.com

For complete festival information, 
visit www.vsartsfestival.org.

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was founded 
more than 35 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to provide 
arts and education opportunities for people with disabilities and increase 
access to the arts for all. With 52 international affi liates and a network 
of nationwide affi liates, VSA is changing perceptions about people with 
disabilities around the world. Each year, 7 million people of all ages and 
abilities participate in VSA programs, which cover all artistic genres. 
VSA is an affi liate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
For more information, visit www.vsarts.org.

Welcome to the premier arts, education, and disability festival in the world! 

June 6 to 12, 2010, VSA—the international organization on arts and disability—
brings together artists, educators, and policymakers with and without disabilities 
from around the world for a multicultural celebration of the arts and education. 

With more than 2,000 participants from around the globe, the festival features 
performances of dance, music, and theater; visual art exhibitions and installations; 

fi lm and literary readings; and an education conference featuring almost 70 
workshops and panels with renowned speakers.

Performances and exhibitions—many free—will be showcased at theaters, 
museums, cultural institutions, and public spaces throughout Washington, D.C. 

Join this celebration of excellence in the arts by artists with disabilities.

Accessibility accommodations are provided as noted by each event listing: 
American Sign Language Interpretation, Audio Description, Assitive Listening Devices, 

Open Captioning, Braille Programs, Large Print Programs, Wheelchair Accessibility

Karen Peterson and Dancers

Fruit of the Spirit
by Martin Charlot

Quest Theatre Company



Festival Opening Ceremony 

The International VSA Festival Opening Ceremony hosted by Marlee 
Matlin features R&B legend Patti LaBelle as well as the China Disabled 
People’s Performing Art Troupe. The troupe, which is part of the China 
Disabled Persons’ Federation, dances in shimmering costumes that refl ect 
China’s rich history and traditions. The mesmerizing choreography, set 
against a backdrop of dramatic lighting effects, is simultaneously precise 
and graceful.

Sunday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m., FREE 
Visit www.vsartsfestival.org/opening to reserve tickets.
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL 

Locomotion 
featuring the Moving Company, Karen Peterson and 
Dancers, and The Dancing Wheels Company

Led by three outstanding women who are innovators in the fi eld 
of integrated dance, Locomotion features dance companies from 
Massachusetts, Florida, and Ohio. The Moving Company, formed by Dawn 
Lane in 1998, performs works that celebrate and acknowledge dancers 
with disabilities. Karen Peterson and Dancers, now celebrating 20 years 
of creating “mixed-ability” dance, collaborate, research, and integrate 
personal movement styles into an innovative dance language. The 
Dancing Wheels Company, founded by artistic director Mary Verdi-Fletcher 
in 1980, is the fi rst modern dance company to integrate professional 
stand-up and sit-down wheelchair dancers.

Monday, June 7 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, SIDNEY HARMAN HALL

Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company

A pioneer in the development of inclusive dance in the UK, Blue Eyed Soul 
Dance Company embraces “difference” and produces exemplary creative 
partnerships between people with and without disabilities of all ages. Its 
distinctive and authentic dance repertoire has earned international acclaim 
and the company’s mission to nurture local talent creates performances, 
videos, and site-specifi c works accessible to a wide spectrum of audiences.

Wednesday, June 9 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE

An Evening of International Dance 
with CIM–Integrated Multidisciplinary Company and 
Dagipoli Dance Company

Portugal’s CIM—Integrated Multidisciplinary Company is a 13-member, 
mixed-age company, featuring dancers with and without disabilities. 
Through a sometimes fl uid, often fractured narrative, O Aqui explores 
the human form as people with different abilities encounter each other to 
ultimately capture the space of equality. Dramatic and intense, Greece’s 
Dagipoli Dance Company includes people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities as well as dancers without disabilities to explore the limits of 
the human body and imagination as they engage in a game of movement 
that results in a fusion of bodies, ideas, music encounters, interactions, 
and role reversals.

Thursday, June 10 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, LANSBURGH THEATRE

Diagnosis of a Faun
with Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects and 
host Claire Danes

Film and television actress Claire Danes (HBO’s Temple Grandin) 
introduces an innovative new inclusive dance/theater piece commissioned 
by VSA from Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects. Rogoff draws her 
choreographic inspiration from Afternoon of a Faun and dancer Gregg 
Mozgala’s fi rst-hand experience with cerebral palsy to create a creature 
that inhabits two worlds simultaneously. As Rogoff’s Faun moves through 
the seemingly disparate spheres of the operating room and the forest 
in the company of dancers, doctors, humans, and nymphs, the curse of 
separation between medicine and art is gently lifted. Dancers Emily Pope-
Blackman and Lucie Baker, as well as Dr. Don Kollisch, round out the cast. 
Recommended for ages 12 and above.

Thursday, June 10 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $25
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER

AXIS Dance Company 
co-presented by VSA and Dance Place

An acclaimed and innovative ensemble of performers with and without 
disabilities, AXIS Dance Company has become a jewel of contemporary 
dance and disability culture. Founded in 1987, AXIS has paved the way 
for a powerful contemporary dance form—physically integrated dance—
by performing in more than 60 cities nationwide, as well as in Europe 
and Siberia.

Friday, June 11 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, June 12 at 4 p.m., 
Tickets $22 
ATLAS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

dance

China Disabled People’s 

Performing Art Troupe

The Dancing Wheels Company

Blue Eyed 

Soul Dance Company

Dagipoli Dance Company

Diagnosis ofa Faun

AXIS Dance Company



music
Martin Deschamps

An award-winning singer, songwriter, and artist, Deschamps was named 
best vocalist in Québec’s L’Empire des Futures Stars competition. His 
fi rst album spawned three hit singles and his second album earned 
him a coveted Félix Award. His agility, ease, positive personality and 
enthusiastic, energetic, and wide-ranging music are sure to enthrall.

Sunday, June 6 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE

Rudely Interrupted

Rudely Interrupted is one of Australia’s truly unique indie rock acts. The 
band members share a range of physical and intellectual disabilities with 
a common interest in self-expression through music. With a sound likened 
to Joy Division having a Gary Numan party while eating pitch-perfect 
cookies, this band will entertain your mind with its infectious hooks.

Monday, June 7 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

Melody Gardot

With her debut album Worrisome Heart, vocalist Melody Gardot displayed 
her instinctive gift for transforming the traditions of jazz and blues with 
her personal kiss of life. Though still only in her twenties, her follow-up, 
My One and Only Thrill, mixes Latin rhythms, fi nger-snapping blues, and 
deep, smoldering torch songs to make an album that seems to have been 
shaped from several lifetimes of love, loss, and longing. 

Monday, June 7 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $30
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER

Music of Difference 
featuring Catherine Branch

A fl utist with diplegic cerebral palsy, Catherine Branch has been traveling 
as a research fellow exploring the role of art in disability advocacy around 
the world. In Music of Difference, Branch is joined by Mariana Green on 
violin and Jim Tang on piano. The trio will play original compositions by 
Robert J. Bradshaw, as well as works by Angelique Poteat and Aaron Alon.

Tuesday, June 8 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, SIDNEY HARMAN HALL 

VSA International Young Soloists Concert

Winners of the VSA International Young Soloists Award have gone on 
to become major international recording artists, American Idol fi nalists, 
and soloists with some of the world’s top symphonies. With a mission 
to identify and support outstanding young musicians with disabilities in 
pursuit of a career, this annual concert features performances by the 
four 2010 awardees: soprano Ju Hyeon Han from South Korea, pianist 
Dotan Nitzberg from Israel, singer/songwriter/pianist Blessing Offor from 
Connecticut, and violinist Aria Stiles from Minnesota.

Tuesday, June 8 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

The Matt Savage Trio

Seventeen-year-old jazz pianist Matt Savage has been heralded by Dave 
Brubeck as “amazing” and “another Mozart,” and by Chick Corea as 
“delightful and inspiring.” One of fewer than 100 people known in the world 
as a “prodigious savant,” Savage began his remarkable career at age 
eight. He has toured the world, sounding like a “seasoned jazz pianist...
well on his way to forging an effective personal language” (JazzTimes).

Tuesday, June 8 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $25
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER 

An Evening of International Classical Music 

Previous recipients of the VSA International Young Soloists Award, 
Canadian violinist Adrian Anantawan and pianist Azariah Tan Peng Chay 
of Singapore are international performers on the path to world-renowned 
careers in classical music. Anantawan, who was born without a right hand, 
transforms our vision of playing the violin. Azariah Tan Peng Chay, who 
has bilateral sensorineural hearing loss, has garnered multiple music 
competition awards. The program includes works by Bach, Beethoven, 
Chopin, Prokofi ev, Rachmaninoff, and Kreisler.

Tuesday, June 8 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15
SHAKESPEARE THEATER COMPANY, LANSBURGH THEATRE 

Forró No Escuro

Forró is Brazil’s most popular and accessible musical style for adults and 
children alike. The accordion-driven sound of Brazil’s country music of the 
northeast is upbeat, super-catchy dance music based around the trio of 
accordion, triangle, and zabumba (bass drum). The members of Forró No 
Escuro, some of whom have low vision, met as students and have since 
performed their brand of forró in hundreds of shows throughout the world.

Thursday, June 10, at 6 p.m., FREE  
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 
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Dame Evelyn Glennie, percussion
National Symphony Orchestra
Kristjan Järvi, conductor

One of the most eclectic and innovative musicians on the scene today, 
Dame Evelyn Glennie combines superb technique, a profound appreciation 
of the visual, and astonishing musicality into a new type of performance. 
In this concert, Glennie performs Estonian composer Erkki-Sven Tüür’s 
Symphony No. 4 for Percussion and Orchestra (“Magma”). Also on the 
program is music by Ellington and Bernstein.

Thursday, June 10 at 7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, June 11 & 
12, at 8 p.m., Tickets $20-$85
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL 

A Cabaret: Thank You for the Music
featuring Marleena Coulston

Marleena Coulston’s musical versatility spans studio work, musical theater, 
cabaret performance, and teaching. Coulston has performed at the Inland 
Empire Jazz Festival, the Southern California Special Olympics, and the 
Festival of Children. She has also starred in musical theater as the Witch 
in Into the Woods, Percy in The Spitfi re Grill, and Maggie in A Chorus Line.

Friday, June 11 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, SIDNEY HARMAN HALL

Narimichi Kawabata 

After making his sensational debut upon graduating from the Royal 
Academy of Music, violinist Narimichi Kawabata has drawn national 
attention. His debut album On Wings of Song became a record-breaking 
hit in 1999, selling 200,000 copies as a classical album. He has appeared 
on many popular television and radio shows in Japan and dedicates time 
to working with organizations that support people who are blind.

Friday, June 11 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE

Salif Keita

Known as the “Golden Voice of Africa,” Mali’s Salif Keita, who has albinism, 
is an internationally recognized afro-pop singer-songwriter who blends 
traditional West African music styles with Arabic, French, and Spanish 
traditions. His musical infl uence has reached western pop and rock, 
including Pink Floyd and many others. His singing is accompanied by 
guitar, organ, and saxophone combined with traditional African instruments.

Friday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $45
GWU LISNER AUDITORIUM 

Quamon Fowler Quartet 

An award-winning tenor-saxophonist and VSA International Young Soloists 
Award recipient, Quamon Fowler began his life as a musician at age 12 
by listening to various types of music and duplicating what he heard. He 
released his fi rst CD in 2000, started his own nonprofi t to help mentor 
young aspiring musicians in 2006, and won third place in the Thelonious 
Monk International Jazz Competition in 2008. Touring all over the world, 
the Texas native showcases his jazz quartet at the festival. 

Friday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, LANSBURGH THEATRE

Diane Schuur

Vocalist/pianist Diane Schuur is as eclectic as she is brilliant. A longtime 
disciple of Dinah Washington and other legendary jazz singers of the ’40s 
and ’50s, Grammy®-winner Schuur has built a stellar career by embracing 
not only the jazz of her parents’ generation, but also the pop music of her 
own youth during the late ’50s and ’60s. In a recording career that spans 
nearly three decades, Schuur’s music has explored nearly every corner of 
the 20th-century American musical landscape.

Friday, June 11 at 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., Tickets $38
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER  

Festival Closing Concert
with Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators 
and Raul Midón 

Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators is an ensemble devoted to the 
revival of 1920s steamboat jazz. The group’s members represent lifetimes 
of New Orleans traditional jazz led by Butler, “the fi nest all-around pianist 
in New Orleans, a city known for its piano masters” (JazzTimes). Raul 
Midón is a contemporary soul singer whose impassioned acoustic guitar 
playing—a mix of rock, classical, and fl amenco—has gotten him just as 
much attention as his smooth voice. His major-label debut, State of Mind, 
released in June 2005, features guest appearances from Stevie Wonder 
and Jason Mraz. His latest album, Synthesis, was just released in April.

Saturday, June 12 at 5:45 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER SOUTH PLAZA AND RIVER TERRACE
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Synetic Theater’s Othello 

Infusing one of Shakespeare’s most poignant tragedies with its “art of 
silence,” Synetic Theater wordlessly explores the tale of love destroyed by 
jealousy. Scandal is fueled, families and friendships devastated as Othello’s 
world comes crashing down, until a “trifl e light as air” undoes them all. This 
accessible production includes company actors with and without disabilities.

June 6–12, Tickets $30–$55 (Full run June 3–July 3)
Special Roundtable Post-Show Discussion: Wednesday, June 9  
   (American Sign Language-interpreted and Captioned)
KENNEDY CENTER FAMILY THEATER 

Turning Point: New Irish Plays on Disability

Staged readings of new Irish short plays by artists with disabilities, Turning 
Point was commissioned for the festival by VSA affi liate Arts & Disability 
Ireland and internationally acclaimed Fishamble: The New Play Company. 
Focusing on the theme of change, the plays provide a platform for a range 
of dynamic and fresh Irish voices. Recommended for ages 16 and above.

Monday, June 7 at 7:30 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, LANSBURGH THEATRE 

Caterpillar Soup
Written and performed by Lyena Strelkoff

Lyena Strelkoff, paralyzed by a spinal cord injury, creates performance 
works that expand the common understanding of life with a disability and 
suggest an alternate cultural response to adversity by illuminating the art 
of embracing life. With humor, hope, and candor, Caterpillar Soup explores 
the transformational power of loss and celebrates life in all its messiness. 
Recommended for ages 16 and above.

Wednesday, June 9 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, SIDNEY HARMAN HALL

Deaf Theater Jam
with Fred Beam, MO2Productions, and Alexandria Wailes

Nationally-recognized performers from the deaf community combine 
American Sign Language, movement, gesture, music, and shadow play 
to explore timeless classics and personal stories through visual theater. 
Actor, dancer, choreographer, and director Fred Beam performs excerpts 
from his one man show, Black, Deaf, Male: Who am I?. MO2 Productions, 

led by artistic director and actor Monique Holt, presents Uncontented Love, 
a work with text derived from various Shakespeare plays. Alexandria 
Wailes brings a visual interpretation of Euripides’ Electra using American 
Sign Language with singular intensity and passion.

Wednesday, June 9 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15
SHAKESPEARE THEATER COMPANY, LANSBURGH THEATRE

The Thing That Ate My Brain…Almost
Written and performed by Amy Lynn Budd

In The Thing That Ate My Brain…Almost, Amy Lynn Budd uses theater, 
burlesque dance, puppetry, and digital media with references to the genre 
of 1960s sci-fi  movies to navigate her experience of sudden serious 
illness. A theater director, performer, and producer based in Providence, 
RI, Budd has directed plays for New Gate Theatre and Perishable Theatre 
among others. Produced in association with Perishable Theatre Company 
and VSA Rhode Island. Recommended for ages 18 and above.

Wednesday, June 9 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15 
H STREET PLAYHOUSE

Comedy Night
with Josh Blue, Brett Leake, and Kathy Buckley

Headliner Josh Blue, the season four winner of Last Comic Standing who 
has cerebral palsy, uses his incredible sense of humor and likeability to 
defy stereotypes and encourage others to overcome their preconceived 
notions about people with disabilities. Brett Leake was the fi rst comedian 
with muscular dystrophy to appear on NBC’s The Tonight Show and his 
hour-long comedy special was shown on PBS stations nationwide. Kathy 
Buckley, a fi ve-time American Comedy Award nominee, award-winning 
actress, author, and inspirational speaker, uses humor to confront stereo-
types about people who are deaf. No one under 18 admitted.

Wednesday, June 9 at 8:30 p.m. (Doors open at 7), Tickets $20
DC IMPROV

Gretty Good Time
written by John Belluso
directed by Jeanette Buck
co-produced by VSA and Theater Alliance 

Forced to live her life in a nursing home after a childhood bout with polio 
left her paralyzed, Gretty, played by Ann Stocking, is visited in her dreams 
by a young Japanese woman disfi gured in the bombing of Hiroshima. 
Together they soar backwards through time to confront the painful memories
that haunt them. Mixing historical fact, poetic fl ights of fancy, and an epic 
theater sensibility, Gretty Good Time explores contemporary issues 
through a strong character journey. Recommended for ages 16 and above.

June 10–12, Tickets $30 (Full run June 3–July 3)

H STREET PLAYHOUSE
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Start with the Arts Family Day         

Showcasing the power of children’s imaginations and the importance of 
the arts in education, Start with the Arts Family Day engages children in 
hands-on arts experiences, provides parents and teachers with resources 
for inclusive arts education activities, and features workshops and 
performances. Artists include VSA 2009–2010 Teaching Artist Fellows, 
VSA Hawaii’s Guywood Dela Cruz, VSA Tennessee’s Lake Rise Place, 
Iceland’s Perlan Theatre Group, and Maryland’s Quest Theatre Company.

Sunday, June 6, 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m., FREE
SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM                                                  

AfroBeats: Mali to Motor City
with Hine-So and artsJAM! Detroit Percussion Ensemble 

This percussion-focused jam features young performers from Mali’s Troupe 
Hine-So and VSA Michigan’s artsJAM! Detroit Percussion Ensemble. 
Expect the full-body engagement of colorful, traditional rhythms mixed with 
the beat of contemporary youth as these talented performers play various 
instruments and dance to music from their culturally rich homelands of 
Mali and Michigan.

Tuesday, June 8 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER

All Aboard! Songs and Stories from 
America’s Railroads
with Frank Strong

Through songs and stories of the American frontier, Frank Strong Jr. (aka 
“Freight Train” Frank) delights young audiences with the melodies and 
memories of our collective past. Donning a conductor’s hat and pin-striped 
vest, Strong performs on guitar and harmonica and celebrates the colorful 
history of building and riding the rails throughout the United States.

Wednesday, June 9 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER

The Magic Seeds
with Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre  

Using a sublime mixture of dancing, gesture, and sign language, Uganda 
Deaf Silent Theatre plays the story of a young man who is tricked into 
selling his pumpkins for a handful of seeds and ends up a hero. This 
10-member group brings out more than the moral of this children’s folk 
tale; they also raise awareness about the lives of people who are deaf 
through story, ensemble, and movement.

Thursday, June 10 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER 

Dynamo Day of Dance
with VSA Guatemala and The Wild Zappers 

Bringing together artists from Central America and the nation’s capital, 
VSA Guatemala’s Youth Dance Company and Maryland’s Wild Zappers 
contrast the fl ash and spirit of traditional fl amenco with the contemporary 
jazz/funk/hip hop of the United States. The Wild Zappers, a company of 
dancers who are deaf founded by Fred Beam, perform on the bill with the 
group of dancers who are deaf from Central America, making this a one-
of-a-kind event.

Friday, June 11 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER

Giggles: “The Girl Who Made the Whole 
World Laugh”
with VSA Virginia, Loudoun County 

Giggles, the ten-year-old star of McDuffl e’s Circus, takes center ring every 
night to share her contagious giggle with the audience. Born without 
a voice but with the ability to giggle, Giggles was raised by the circus 
when her parents left to fi nd a cure for Giggle’s giggles. Her life is forever 
changed when a big-time agent hires her to share her talent with the 
world. Giggles is a show about how being different is okay and family is 
what you make it.

Saturday, June 12 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER
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visual arts

Contemplation

by Leni Anderson

Bath Time (Autism series) by Bruce Hall

Part of Sight Unseen

What is Disability? 

by Katherine Douglas

Untitled by Judith Scott

Old Baku Bay 
by Jamshid Agayev

Digestive Systemby Juan Pierri

Exhibitions at the Kennedy Center
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts will be the site of 
visual arts exhibitions, both inside and outside the building. From a glass 
installation in the Center’s front refl ecting pool to photography, sculpture, 
painting, and multimedia art in the halls and gallery spaces, the Center 
will transform into a dynamic artspace featuring some of the the world’s 
leading artists.

June 6–20, 10 a.m.–10 p.m., FREE (except where noted)

Dale Chihuly: Red Reeds

Immediately recognizable and breathtaking in color and form, the artworks 
of world-renowned artist Dale Chihuly have a formidable place in 
contemporary art history. He is a creative leader whose practice includes 
small tabletop glass sculptures and large-scale installations presented in 
architectural and natural environments. Chihuly’s complex, multi-part 
sculptures and installations are composed of organic, dynamic forms 
inspired by the fl ora, fauna, and his love of the sea and landscape of the 
Pacifi c Northwest. For the festival, Chihuly incorporates a dramatic compo-
sition of Red Reeds within the Kennedy Center’s front refl ecting pool. 

Generous support provided by JoAnn McGrath

Kennedy Center Entrance Plaza

What is Disability?

In the fall of 2009, VSA invited people from around the world to paint, draw, 
or collage the meanings, impressions, and images they associate with 
the word disability. What is Disability? is a dramatic display of the more 
than 1,200 postcards VSA received. The concept of disability is explored 
from various perspectives—cultural, geographic, personal—resulting in 
an array of individual expression. A collaborative art project that includes 
participants from around the globe, this installation introduces us to the 
spirit of the 2010 International VSA Festival: to bring together people with 
and without disabilities in a multicultural celebration that supports access 
to the arts and education for all. Visitors can utilize the nearby computer 
kiosk to view the postcards up close and in detail.

Kennedy Center Hall of States

Judith Scott

Judith Scott is considered a preeminent “outsider” artist whose fi ber 
works are in some of the most prestigious art collections in the world. As 
a woman with Down syndrome, who was deaf and did not speak, these 
sculptures were Scott’s most complex means of communication with 
the world around her. Scott’s works are dense, multilayered, body-like 
sculptures made out of found materials and yarn. Institutionalized for 35 
years with little or no creative freedom, Scott found her artistic voice when 
her sister moved her to California in 1987. Introduced to art materials at 
the Creative Growth Art Center in Oakland, California, Scott had a natural 
aptitude for the tactility of fi ber. Over the next 18 years, she created a 
colorful, prolifi c body of work. Judith Scott’s story testifi es to the resiliency 
of the creative spirit and the communicative power of art.

Kennedy Center Hall of States

Mark di Suvero

Internationally renowned sculptor Mark di Suvero was born in Shanghai, 
China, in 1933 to Italian expatriate parents. He immigrated to the United 
States in 1941, where he became one of the most important American 
artists to emerge from the Abstract Expressionist era. In 1960, he became 
paralyzed while working on a construction job. Already an artist, he 
continued to work while in a wheelchair welding with an asbestos apron on 
his lap. A pioneer in the use of steel, di Suvero creates architectural-scale 
sculptures, many with moving elements that invite viewer participation. An 
artist with work in more than 100 museums worldwide, di Suvero is also 
a lifelong activist for peace, social justice, and committed to helping fellow 
artists. He established the Athena Foundation in 1977 to assist artists, 
and the Socrates Sculpture Park in 1986 in Queens, New York. Di Suvero 
received the Lifetime Achievement Award in Contemporary Sculpture from 
the International Sculpture Center in 2000 and the Heinz Award for Arts 
and Humanities in 2005.

Kennedy Center Hall of Nations

Hirokazu Fukawa: Adrift in the Sea of 
Tranquility

Japanese-native Hirokazu Fukawa explores the complex relationship 
between our public and private selves. His installations are multi-faceted, 
multi-sensory experiences that utilize sound, light, built apparatus, motion 
pictures, and tactile elements to convey a journey into a person’s internal 
mind. Fukawa’s artistic journey shifted dramatically after his son was 
diagnosed with autism, and this revelation informs this presentation of 
Adrift in the Sea of Tranquility—a multi-part installation that explores the 
experience of autism through metaphors. Fukawa has a master of fi ne 
arts degree in sculpture from the Rhode Island School of Design and is an 
associate professor of sculpture at the Hartford Art School, University of 
Hartford, CT.

Kennedy Center Terrace Gallery



Sight Unseen

Sight Unseen, the fi rst major exhibition of work by the world’s most 
accomplished photographers with visual impairments, makes the 
surprising proposal that these photographers possess the clearest vision 
in society. Featured works are by Ralph Baker; Evgen Bavcar; Henry 
Butler; Pete Eckert; Bruce Hall; Annie Hesse; Rosita McKenzie; Gerardo 
Nigenda; Michael Richard; Seeing With Photography Collective, NYC; 
Kurt Weston; and Alice Wingwall. Sight Unseen is an exhibition on a rich 
subject full of paradox and revelation, which invites viewers to think deeply 
about photography, vision, and our ways of seeing. 

SIGHT UNSEEN: International Photography by Blind Artists has been curated by Douglas 
McCulloh and originated by UCR/California Museum of Photography, an affi liate institution 
of ARTSblock, the University of California, Riverside, and toured by Curatorial Assistance, 
Pasadena, California.

Kennedy Center Nations Gallery

Liz Crow: Resistance

VSA is proud to present the American debut of award-winning fi lmmaker 
Liz Crow’s Resistance: Which Way The Future? An activist for disability 
rights and a former fellow with the National Endowment for Science, 
Technology, and the Arts, Crow creates engaging, sometimes controversial 
fi lms that highlight stories and advocacy of the disabled community 
both in history and today. Resistance is a fi lm-based installation on the 
Nazi program Aktion T-4 in which persons with physical and mental 
disabilities were targeted for extermination. The installation incorporates 
fi lm, projected light, banners, portraits, and echoing sounds, with an 
opportunity for visitors to contribute their own story and portrait to be 
added to future installations. Over a decade in the making, Resistance is 
an evolving monument on a horror of modern history while also a catalyst 
for continued social change.

Kennedy Center Nations Gallery

Revealing Culture II

A continuation of the groundbreaking exhibition taking place at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery, Revealing Culture II 
consists of work by international contemporary artists with disabilities. 
Presenting more than 25 paintings and sculptures and representing 13 
countries, Revealing Culture II is a dynamic presentation of the creative 
spirit from around globe. Artists include Gabe Anderson (Canada), Ines 
Andouche (Belgium), Sarah Mohamed Atef (Egypt), Christophe Baudouin 
(France), Serge Delaunay (Belgium), Erling Fredriksson (Sweden), Kelvin 
Free (Canada), Sergio Giraldo Giraldo (Colombia), Walter Herzberg 
(Mexico), Joseph Jobst (Austria), Rokhaya Kamara (Senegal), Mohamed 
Mahmoud Mohamed (Egypt), Ko Nam (Hong Kong), Luis Passalacqua 
(Puerto Rico), Mohammed Qarshoum (Saudi Arabia), Muthukrishnan 
Ramalingam (India), and George Widener (USA).

Kennedy Center North and South Atrium Foyers (June 6–12)

Yinka Shonibare, MBE: Odile and Odette

2004 Turner Prize–winning artist Yinka Shonibare, MBE explores cultural 
identity, race, and authenticity through his highly performative sculptures, 
paintings, photographs, and fi lms. British-born Nigerian artist Shonibare is 
best known for works that address issues of colonialism and contemporary 
African identity through the use of vibrant visual symbols. Shonibare 
creates colorful tableaux of historically dressed, headless mannequins 
and immaculately choreographed dances that employ humor and frivolity, 
which overlay deeper narratives relating to post-colonial stereotypes, 
politics, and disability—a subtle reference to the artist’s own impaired 
mobility, a result of a rare spinal infection at age 19 that left him paralyzed 
on one side. A prolifi c artist who has exhibited internationally, Shonibare 
creates works that command attention by being both rich with artistic 
pleasure and sharply revealing contemporary racial relations. Image is 
copyright the artist and courtesy of James Cohan Gallery, New York.

Kennedy Center Hall of Nations

Will Pergl: Trivialities of Deportment

Trained in both painting and sculpture, artist Will Pergl unites a sensitivity 
and control of craft with unique designs to create sculptures and 
installations that whirl within a viewer’s imagination. Pergl’s brightly painted 
structures seem animated in form and his installations invite viewers to 
walk among and within the creative space. The presentation of Trivialities 
of Deportment combines rigid, colorful lines with fl owing amorphous forms 
that encourage viewers to look above and beyond themselves—a notion 
taken personally by the artist after an accident that severely reduced 
functionality in one of his hands. Pergl’s unique artistic vision has been 
recognized in solo and group exhibitions across the nation, and he 
currently is an associate professor at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and 
Design. He holds a master of fi ne arts from Cornell University. 

Kennedy Center States Gallery 

A Close Up View

by Evgen Bavkar

Resistance by Liz Crow

Eiffel Tower by Annie Hesse 

Part of Sight Unseen

Woman in a Red Coat
by Henry Coupe

Nothing Would Ever Be the Same
by Amy Charmatz

Totems and Familiars: Deborah Brod 
by Riva Lehrer

Still from Odile and Odette by Yinka Shonibare, MBE



Exhibitions at other venues

Revealing Culture

A groundbreaking exhibition of contemporary art by artists with disabilities, 
Revealing Culture presents more than 130 works of art in a broad range 
of media—including installations, video, performance, painting, sculpture, 
and printmaking. The exhibition showcases 54 artists juried from more 
than 400 submissions. Revealing Culture is designed by Michael Graves & 
Associates/Michael Graves Design Group.

Exhibition Opening
Wednesday, June 9 at 8 p.m., FREE
   (American Sign Language-interpreted and Captioned)
Smithsonian Institution’s International Gallery
Exhibition runs June 8–August 29

Arte Postale

Arte Postale, a new international visual arts exchange, provides 
standards-based educational components, while creating cross-cultural 
adventures through the arts. During the 2009–2010 academic year, VSA 
facilitated the participation of more than 30 classrooms. Students created 
and exchanged visual artwork that refl ects their lives and culture with a 
partner classroom in another country. Selected works of art from the Arte 
Postale exchange are exhibited at the U.S. Department of Education. 

Exhibition Opening Event
A speaking program and performance featuring traditional Sri Lankan 
dance with Kosala Uditha Kumara Dullewa and a performance by classical 
pianist Brianna Duensing will precede the ribbon cutting to open the 
exhibition.
Monday, June 7 at 10 a.m., FREE
U.S. Department of Education 
Exhibition runs June 7–July 23 (Mon.-Fri. only; closed on Mon., July 5)
RSVPs are required for entrance to the exhibition and performance on 
June 7. To make a reservation to view the exhibition on all other dates, 
please contact Marilyn Joyner at marilyn.joyner@ed.gov.

All Kids Can…CREATE!  

Working together, CVS Caremark All Kids Can and VSA are expanding 
the role of the arts in inclusive education by working toward improving the 
lives and learning of young people with disabilities. Each year, VSA issues 
a nationwide call for art that encourages children and youth to share their 
creativity. This year’s theme, “State of the Art,” asked children to consider 
the roles they play within their communities. The resulting exhibition 
features artwork from every state and the District of Columbia. 

Exhibition Ribbon Cutting 
Tuesday, June 8 at 10 a.m., FREE
   (American Sign Language-interpreted)
Union Station
Exhibition runs May 24–June 12

Swept Aside by Jon Berge

Untitled by L.A. Prasad

All Kids Can...

CREATE!

International Disability Film Festival

As part of the festival, AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center (AFI Silver) 
curates a fi ve-day International Disability Film Festival (fi lms to be 
announced in May). AFI Silver supports the diverse voices and free 
expression of independent storytellers and fosters the power of documentary 
to enhance our understanding of the world. Admission to fi lms and panel 
discussions is free. For more information, visit afi .com/silver.

Monday, June 7–Friday, June 11 at 7 & 9 p.m.  
AFI SILVER THEATRE AND CULTURAL CENTER

Readings on Disability
featuring Steve Brown, Jim Ferris, and Kathi Wolfe

Three talented authors share their experience with disability through 
poetry and short story. Brown is an accomplished author and award-
winning poet whose books include Movie Stars and Sensuous Scars: 
Essays on the Journey from Disability Shame to Disability Pride and 
Dragonfl ies in Paradise: An Activist’s Partial Poetic Autobiography. Ferris 
is an award-winning poet who is also a musician, performance artist, 
director, playwright, and actor. His book The Hospital Poems is about his 
boyhood experiences at a charity hospital for children with disabilities. 
Wolfe, a writer and poet, was a fi nalist in the 2007 Pudding House Press 
Chapbook competition for a collection of her poetry, Helen Takes the 
Stage: The Helen Keller Poems.

Tuesday, June 8 at 7 p.m., FREE
BUSBOYS AND POETS

Readings on Disability 
featuring Lynn Manning, Anne Finger, and 
Riua Akinshegun

Three literary masters share their perspectives on life through the lens 
of disability. Manning, an award-winning poet, playwright, actor, and 
former Blind Judo Champion of the world, has appeared on television, 
in commercials, and at theaters across the globe. Finger’s evocative and 
poetic writing provides a candid and often moving reading of her life. In her 
memoir, Elegy for a Disease, she merges personal and historical narrative, 
exploring how polio was viewed and dealt with in the years before the Salk 
vaccine was invented. Akinshegun, a performing and visual artist, writer, 
and poet, combines chanting, onomatopoeia, and dramatic reading to 
bring images and stories to life.

Thursday, June 10 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY, SIDNEY HARMAN HALL

fi lm/literary arts

International Disability Film Festival:
See What I’m Saying

Steve Brown

Riua Akinshegun



International VSA 
Education Conference

Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, D.C.
June 10–12, 2010

The International VSA Education Conference brings together professionals 
from around the world in the fi elds of the arts, education, and disability. 
Join more than 400 participants from more than 20 countries—educators, 
artists, teaching artists, program administrators, researchers, arts 
organizations, and policymakers—to discover and experience inclusive 
arts education programs and practices, share and build knowledge and 
expertise, and network with colleagues from around the world. More 
than 67 workshops, panels, and lectures are geared toward three main 
themes: Advancing Inclusive Education, 21st-Century Learning Skills, and 
Pathways to Employment. 

For more info on registration and fees, go to www.vsartsfestival.org.

Keynote Speakers

Sir Ken Robinson is an internationally renowned expert in 
the fi eld of creativity and innovation in education.

Dame Evelyn Glennie is the fi rst person in musical history 
to create and sustain a full-time career as a solo percussionist. 

Kenneth Eklindh is the head of the UNESCO program 
“The EFA Flagship on the Right to Education for Persons 
with Disabilities: Towards Inclusion.”

Special Events

Outsider: The Art and Life of Judith Scott, the moving documentary 
produced and directed by Betsy Bayha, celebrates the life of Judith Scott 
(1943–2005). The documentary is followed by a discussion with poet, 
writer, and Judith’s twin Joyce Scott, and Tom DiMaria, director of Creative 
Growth Art Center.
Thursday, June 10, 3:30–5 p.m.

Including Samuel, the internationally acclaimed documentary, is followed 
by a discussion on how fi lmmaking and digital media are essential 
educational and advocacy tools in promoting inclusive education around 
the world. 
Friday, June 11, 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Stones Floating on Water, a multimedia performance, explores the 
nature of disability through personal stories and work by VSA Teaching 
Artist Fellows. The event includes an interactive discussion of the 
considerable value of residencies by teaching artists with disabilities.
Saturday, June 12, 10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Sir Ken Robinson

Dame Evelyn Glennie

Including Samuel

SUNDAY, JUNE 6

Start with the Arts Family Day
Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
11:30 a.m.–5 p.m.

Martin Deschamps
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

Festival Opening Ceremony 
hosted by Marlee Matlin with Patti 
LaBelle and the China Disabled 
People’s Performing Art Troupe 
Kennedy Center Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 7

Arte Postale Exhibition Opening and 
Youth Performances
U.S. Department of Education, 10 a.m.

Locomotion
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall, 12 p.m.

Rudely Interrupted
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

International Disability Film Festival
AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center, 
7 & 9 p.m.

Melody Gardot
Kennedy Center Terrace Theater, 
7:30 p.m.

Turning Point
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8

CVS All Kids Can…CREATE! 
Exhibition Ribbon Cutting
Union Station, 10 a.m.

Afro Beats: Mali to Motor City
Discovery Theater, 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.

Music of Difference
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall, 12 p.m.

VSA International Young Soloists 
Concert
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

Readings on Disability
featuring Steven Brown, Jim Ferris, 
and Kathi Wolfe
Busboys and Poets, 7 p.m.

International Disability Film Festival
AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center, 
7 & 9 p.m.

The Matt Savage Trio
Kennedy Center Terrace Theater, 
7:30 p.m.

An Evening of International Classical 
Music
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9

All Aboard! Songs and Stories from 
America’s Railroads
Discovery Theater, 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.

Caterpillar Soup
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall, 12 p.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

Revealing Culture Exhibition Opening
Smithsonian Institution’s International 
Gallery, 8 p.m.

International Disability Film Festival
AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center, 
7 & 9 p.m.

Deaf Theater Jam
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Synetic Theater’s Othello
Kennedy Center Family Theater, 
7:30 p.m.

The Thing That Ate My Brain….Almost
H Street Playhouse, 7:30 p.m.

Comedy Night featuring Josh Blue, 
Brett Leake, and Kathy Buckley
DC Improv, 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10

The Magic Seeds
Discovery Theater, 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.

Readings on Disability
featuring Lynn Manning, Anne Finger, 
and Riua Akinshegun
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall, 12 p.m.

Forró No Escuro
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

National Symphony Orchestra with 
Dame Evelyn Glennie
Kennedy Center Concert Hall, 7 p.m.

International Disability Film Festival
AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center, 
7 & 9 p.m.

Diagnosis of a Faun
Kennedy Center Terrace Theater, 
7:30 p.m.

An Evening of International Dance
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Synetic Theater’s Othello
Kennedy Center Family Theater, 
7:30 p.m. 

Gretty Good Time
H Street Playhouse, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11

Dynamo Day of Dance
Discovery Theater, 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.

A Cabaret: Thank You for the Music
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall, 12 p.m.

Narimichi Kawabata
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 6 p.m.

International Disability Film Festival
AFI Silver Theater and Cultural Center, 
7 & 9 p.m.

Salif Keita
GWU Lisner Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Quamon Fowler Quartet
Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Synetic Theater’s Othello
Kennedy Center Family Theater, 
7:30 p.m.

Diane Schuur
Kennedy Center Terrace Theater, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m.

National Symphony Orchestra with 
Dame Evelyn Glennie
Kennedy Center Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

Gretty Good Time
H Street Playhouse, 8 p.m.

AXIS Dance Company
Atlas Performing Arts Center, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12

Giggles: “The Girl Who Made the 
Whole World Laugh”
Discovery Theater, 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.

Synetic Theater’s Othello
Kennedy Center Family Theater, 
1:30 & 7:30 p.m. 

Gretty Good Time
H Street Playhouse, 2 & 8 p.m. 

AXIS Dance Company
Atlas Performing Arts Center, 4 p.m.

Festival Closing Concert with 
Papa Henry Butler and Raul Midón
Kennedy Center South Plaza and River 
Terrace, 5:45 p.m.

National Symphony Orchestra with 
Dame Evelyn Glennie
Kennedy Center Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

Schedule of Events

Pictured on the cover: Uganda Deaf 
Silent Theatre, VSA Guatemala’s 
Youth Dance Company, Patti LaBelle, 
Passageway Forbidden City by Liz 
Doles, Rudely Interrupted, Josh Blue, 
Melody Gardot, Lynn Manning
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2010
international vsa festival

arts and disability

June 6-12, 2010  •  Washington, D.C.

festival guide



Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, Founder

Ronald I. Dozoretz, Chairman

Soula Antoniou, President

David Geanacopoulos

Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour 

Lucy Lehman 

Gerald and Paula McNichols 

Thomas E. Wheeler 

Judy Woodruff

VSA
Advisory Board of Directors

About the  
2010 International VSA Festival

VSA—the international organization on arts and disability—is bringing together artists, 
educators, researchers, and policymakers with and without disabilities from around 
the world for the 2010 International VSA Festival, a multicultural celebration of the 

arts and education. The Festival features visual, performing, literary, and media artists 
and a guest list that includes more than 2,000 participants from around the globe. 
The 2010 International VSA Festival is the largest arts event featuring artists with 

disabilities to take place in Washington, D.C., to date.

Performances and exhibitions are showcased at venues throughout Washington, 
D.C., including multiple stages at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; 

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center; Atlas Performing Arts Center; The George 
Washington University Lisner Auditorium; H Street Playhouse; Shakespeare Theatre 

Company’s Harman Hall and Lansburgh Theatre; the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum; The Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery Theater and International Gallery; 

Union Station; and the U.S. Department of Education.

The content of this Festival was funded in part through a grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education. This Festival does not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of 

Education. You should not assume endorsement by the federal government.
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June 6, 2010

I am delighted to welcome you to the 2010 International VSA Festival. 
I hope that your participation in this celebration of the arts will be a life-
changing experience for you.

When VSA was created more than thirty-five years ago, we wanted to 
open up the arts to both aspiring artists with disabilities and to all who 
recognized the importance of the arts in their lives. Today VSA is involved 
with programs in 51 countries, touching the lives of more than 7 million 
people each year through its many programs and activities.

It is a very personal honor for me to welcome you to the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, one of the sites for this year’s Festival. The 
Center is a living memorial to my brother and his lifelong commitment to 
the arts. He knew that the arts are vital to who we are as individuals and 
as a nation. It is a fitting tribute to his memory that over the next week 
people with and without disabilities from all over the world will be here 
sharing their artistic talents.

As I welcome you to this Festival, I ask you to join me in thanking VSA’s 
generous partners, supporters and volunteers for all that they have done 
to make this celebration a success. Their support is what makes this 
Festival possible.

Enjoy the days ahead and whether you are an artist or part of the larger 
audience of friends, supporters and observers who are with us this week, 
I ask that you be sure to take a moment to celebrate yourself and your 
contribution to the world of the arts.

Jean Kennedy Smith
Founder, VSA
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June 6, 2010

The Kennedy Center is pleased to host the 2010 International VSA Festival 
and to welcome the participants from across the country and around the 
world to enjoy a weeklong celebration of dance, music, theater, and the 
visual arts.

It is exciting to have all of the artists, teachers and participants here to 
share their incredible talents and artistic achievements with all of us. The 
Festival includes an impressive range of visions and voices that will enrich 
and entertain all of our audiences and guests.

The Kennedy Center and all of the Festival’s participants and friends are 
indebted to Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith for conceiving VSA in 1974 
and to building it over the past 35 years.

We hope to see you at the exhibitions and performances at the Kennedy 
Center and throughout Washington, D.C.

Sincerely,

 

David M. Rubenstein   Michael M. Kaiser
Chairman    President
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For complete Festival information, please visit vsartsfestival.org

June 6, 2010

Welcome to the 2010 International VSA Festival. With citywide events 
that involve all artistic genres, all abilities, and all ages, this Festival will 
be a transformative experience that changes perceptions about the arts, 
disability, and education. 

VSA’s mission is to ensure equal access to the arts for people with 
disabilities. We are proud to host more than 600 artists and our network 
of affiliates from around the world who fulfill that mission on a daily basis. 
Education is the foundation for VSA’s work, and we are excited to welcome 
educational leaders to the International VSA Education Conference, which 
will focus on inclusive education for children with disabilities and pathways 
to employment for those who aspire to careers in the arts.

We also thank our partner venues for joining us in ensuring that people of all 
abilities can enjoy the marvelous performances, exhibitions, and events of 
this Festival. Accessibility is about more than ramps; it’s about the content 
and the visitor experience. This Festival provides an opportunity for those 
who may be new to VSA to encounter the arts in a different way. 

This incredible showcase of talent and expertise would not be possible 
without VSA Founder Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, the VSA Advisory 
Board of Directors, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, our 
generous Festival sponsors including the U.S. Department of Education, 
and our global affiliate network. We thank them and everyone who made the 
2010 International VSA Festival possible.  

Sincerely,

Ronald I. Dozoretz 
Chair

Soula Antoniou 
President
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The John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts
2700 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20566
(202) 467-4600
kennedy-center.org
For more information about access at the Kennedy 
Center or to schedule an accommodation, please 
contact the Accessibility Office at (202) 416-8727 
(voice), (202) 416-8728 (TTY), or
access@kennedy-center.org.

AFI Silver Theatre and 
Cultural Center
8633 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 495-6700
afi.com/silver

Atlas Performing Arts Center
1333 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 399-7993
atlasarts.org

Busboys and Poets
1025 5th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 789-2227
busboysandpoets.com

DC Improv
1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 296-7008
dcimprov.com

The George Washington
University Lisner Auditorium
730 21st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20052
(202) 994-6800
lisner.org

H Street Playhouse
1365 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 399-7993 ext. 101
theateralliance.com

Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Sidney Harman Hall
610 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 547-3230
shakespearetheatre.org

Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre
450 7th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 547-1122
shakespearetheatre.org

Smithsonian American Art
Museum
8th and F Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20004
americanart.si.edu

Smithsonian Institution’s
Discovery Theater
1100 Jefferson Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20024
(202) 633-3030
discoverytheater.org

Smithsonian Institution’s
International Gallery
1100 Jefferson Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20560
si.edu/ripley/ig/start.htm

Union Station
50 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
unionstationdc.com

2010 International VSA Festival  
Citywide Venues

For tickets and information, please contact the presenting venue.

For complete Festival information, please visit vsartsfestival.org
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Grand Hyatt Hotel
1000 H St., NW

Smithsonian American  
Art Museum
8th & F Sts., NW 

Shakespeare Theatre Company:  
Lansburgh Theatre
450 7th St., NW 

Shakespeare Theatre Company: 
Harman Hall 
610 F St., NW

DC Improv
1140 Connecticut Ave., NW 

Busboys & Poets
5th & K Sts., NW

Union Station
50 Massachusetts Ave., NE 

H Street Playhouse
1365 H St., NE

DOWNTOWN HUB

UNION STATION HUB

1

7

2

8

3
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Smithsonian Discovery Theater
1100 Jefferson Dr., SW

Smithsonian International Gallery
1100 Jefferson Dr., SW

KENNEDY CENTER HUB

10

11

12

13

SMITHSONIAN HUB

The John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts
2700 F St., NW

The George Washington 
University Lisner Auditorium
21st & H Sts., NW

MARYLAND HUB

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION HUB

14
AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
8633 Colesville Rd. 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave., SW

Atlas Performing Arts Center
1333 H St., NE

8



Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

11:30 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m.

 Start with the Arts Family Day
Location: Smithsonian American 
Art Museum

6:00 p.m.
 Martin Deschamps

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:30 p.m.
 Opening Ceremony 

Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition Opens 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition 
Ribbon Cutting
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
&11:30 a.m. 

 Afro Beats: Mali to Motor City 
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 VSA International Young 

Soloists Concert
Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
 Readings on Disability

Location: Busboys and Poets

7:15 p.m.
& 9:15 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 The Matt Savage Trio

Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m. 
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 An Evening of International 

Classical Music
Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.
 Arte Postale Exhibition Opening 

Location: U.S. Department of Education

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Rudely Interrupted

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium 
Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:30 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 Melody Gardot

Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Turning Point

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

SUNDAY, JUNE 6

MONDAY, JUNE 7

TUESDAY, JUNE 8

9

 KENNEDY CENTER HUB  MARYLAND HUB  DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HUB 



Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.   Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m. 

 All Aboard! Songs and Stories from 
America’s Railroads
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Blue Eyed Soul

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:15 p.m.
& 9:15 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello 

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 The Thing That Ate My Brain...Almost

Location: H Street Playhouse

7:30 p.m.
 Deaf Theater Jam  

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

8:00 p.m.  Revealing Culture Exhibition
Opening Event and Reception
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

8:30 p.m.
(doors open at 
7:00 p.m.)

 Comedy Night
Location: DC Improv

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
Open 24 
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m.

 The Magic Seeds
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.
 Forró No Escuro

Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:15 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver 

7:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

7:30 p.m.
 Diagnosis of a Faun 

Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 An Evening of International Dance 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

8:00 p.m.
 Gretty Good Time

Location: H Street Playhouse

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9

10

 DOWNTOWN HUB  SMITHSONIAN HUB UNION STATION HUB



FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Open 24 hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:00 a.m.  Arte Postale Exhibition
Location: U.S. Department of Education

10:15 a.m.  
& 11:30 a.m.

 Dynamo of Dance
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery 
Theater

12:00 p.m.
 Happenings at the Harman

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Harman Hall

6:00 p.m.  Narimichi Kawabata
Location: Kennedy Center, Millennium Stage

7:00 p.m.
& 9:10 p.m.

 International Disability Film Festival
Location: AFI Silver 

7:30 p.m.
 Synetic Theater’s Othello

Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

7:30 p.m.
 Salif Keita

Location: The George Washington University 
Lisner Auditorium

7:30 p.m.
 Quamon Fowler Quartet 

Location: Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Lansburgh Theatre

7:30 p.m.  
& 9:30 p.m.

 Diane Schuur
Location: Kennedy Center, Terrace Theater

8:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall

8:00 p.m.
 AXIS Dance Company

Location: Atlas Performing Arts Center

8:00 p.m.
 Gretty Good Time

Location: H Street Playhouse

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 
Open 24  
hours

 CVS All Kids Can...Create! Exhibition
Location: Union Station

9:00 a.m.– 
5:00 p.m. 

 International VSA Education 
Conference
Location: Grand Hyatt

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 International Postcard Exhibition
Location: Kennedy Center, Hall of States

10:00 a.m.–
midnight

 Visual arts exhibitions and 
installations
Location: Kennedy Center

10:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m.

 Revealing Culture Exhibition 
Location: Smithsonian International Gallery

10:15 a.m. 
&11:30 a.m.

 Giggles
Location: Smithsonian Institution’s 
Discovery Theater

2:00 p.m.  
& 8:00 p.m.

 Gretty Good Time
Location: H Street Playhouse

4:00 p.m.
 AXIS Dance Company

Location: Atlas Performing Arts Center

6:00 p.m.
 Closing Concert and Millennium 

Stage 13th Anniversary with Henry Butler 
and Raul Midón
Location: The Kennedy Center, 
Millennium Stage

1:30 p.m.
& 7:30 p.m.

 Synetic Theater’s Othello
Location: Kennedy Center, Family Theater

8:00 p.m.
 National Symphony Orchestra with 

Dame Evelyn Glennie
Location: Kennedy Center, Concert Hall
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Accessibility is one of our foremost priorities, and VSA has worked diligently with the Festival 
venues and partners to ensure equal access to performances and exhibitions. Please look 
for symbols throughout this Festival Guide to determine which activities and exhibits have the 
accessibility features you require. For additional questions or information, please call Marcie 
Goldstein, logistics coordinator, at 703.472.4631.

Access Coordinators: Marcie Goldstein, logistics coordinator; Brianne Burger, festival 
access coordinator

Accessibility Information: Look for these access symbols, indicating access 
accommodations provided for each Festival performance and exhibition. 

SPECIAL THANKS

VOLKSWAGEN
G R O U P  O F A M E R I C A

Special thanks to President Obama and Mrs. Michelle Obama for being honorary co-chairs of the 2010 
International VSA Festival. VSA also wishes to thank members of the United States Congress and the U.S. 
Department of Education for their continued support.

VSA thanks the following for their support of the 2010 International VSA Festival:

James Alexander

Alex Amerri

American Printing House  
for the Blind

Archival Art Services

ARTEX 

Audio Description Associates 

c2 inc

Carter Printing

DANCO

Peter DiMuro

Craig Dunn

Mary Dunn

Diana Ezerins

Mary Lou Fisher 

Brandon Brame Fortune 

Justin Fyala

Lou Giansante 

Carol Giles 

Michael Graves & Associates

Michael Graves Design Group

Tracey Hall

Hargrove 

Glen Henry 

Gregg Henry

Anita Hollander

Ermyn King

Debra McLaughan

Paul Lynch

Christianna McCausland

Leanne Mella

Marianne Metz

Andrea Okwesa

Orpheo 

Amy Seigenthaler Pierce

Senroy Priyadarhsini

Quest

Olivia Raynor

Laurel Reuter

Gordon Sasaki

Michael Sikes

Greg Staley

Jayne Magneson-Tubergen

Miako Villanueva 

WESTAF 

Gerard Williams 

Amy Wilson

Jeff Williamson

2010 International VSA Festival 
Volunteers



START WITH THE ARTS FAMILY DAY
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Smithsonian American Art Museum 
Sunday, June 6, 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Start with the Arts Family Day is a celebration of the visual and performing arts named after VSA’s signature 
resource that integrates the arts into early childhood learning. The Start with the Arts Family Day engages children 
in hands-on arts experiences, and provides parents and teachers with resources for inclusive arts education 
activities. Showcasing the power of children’s imaginations and the importance of the arts in education, the family 
day features workshops across a number of disciplines as well as performances by professional artists. Featured 
performers include VSA Tennessee’s Lake Rise Place, VSA Iceland’s Perlan Theatre Group, and Maryland’s Quest 
Theatre Company.  

Scribbling and Creativity
Ever wonder how professional artists come up with ideas 
for their masterpieces? Explore how informal drawings 
lead to bigger ideas with international paper batik artist 
Kemlyn Tan Bappe in this creative-thinking-inspired Art 
Starts. Children and adults will draw and paint together, 
to create sketches that will be developed into “resist and 
dye” paintings. 

The Art of Ukulele
Everyone has heard of Hawaii’s unique musical traditions 
in songs crooned and played on the ukulele. Join ukulele 
master, Guywood Dela Cruz, and explore the art of 
playing this simple, four-string instrument. 

Japanese Stab-Binding Bookmaking
Nowadays, books are made by machines but artists 
have been creating books as works of art for centuries. 
Explore bookmaking with papermaker and artist Tom 
Harmon. Young artists will use paper, needles, and 
binding materials to create a handmade book employing 
Japanese stab binding techniques and their imaginations.

Cartooning and Storytelling
Did you ever wonder how cartoonists create exciting 
characters and stories? Join cartoonist and author 
Richard Jenkins to create your very own mini-cartoon. 
With pencil and paper you too can explore your 
imagination as you create your very own characters and 
comics.

Collage: Art on a Bag
Join Visual Artist Marquetta Bell Johnson as she shares 
the basics of collage with a focus on the elements of 
art—line, shape, and texture. Create a folk-art-inspired 
collage using a sturdy brown paper tote bag as the 
canvas. Afterward, this “Art on a Bag” is a handy way 
to carry other creations made during Start with the Arts 
Family Day activities.

Ceramics: Making Your Mark
Have you ever tried to describe yourself to others without 
using words? Have you ever noticed that the way people 
express themselves varies from region to region and 
country to country? In this fun and creative workshop, 
children will have the opportunity to create a unique 
artistic representation of themselves that can transcend 
language and cultural barriers using a multitude of 
materials on a ceramic tile. 

Activity Descriptions
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Schedule of Events

11:30  Art Starts activities begin

  Kemlyn Tan Bappe  Scribbling and Creativity

  Guywood Dela Cruz  The Art of Ukulele

  Tom Harmon  Japanese Stab-Binding Bookmaking

  Richard Jenkins  Cartooning and Storytelling
  Marquetta Bell Johnson  Collage: Art on a Bag
  Sharon Leary  Ceramics: Making Your Mark

11:45 Lake Rise Place performance

12:30 Perlan Theater Group performance

1:00 Quest performance 

2:00 Art Start break

2:15 Lake Rise Set performance

3:00 Perlan Theater Group performance

3:20 Quest performance

3:30 Art Start Break

5:00 Family Day concludes

Photos: Cable Risdon
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Opening Ceremony 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts  

Concert Hall 
Sunday, June 6, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

FEATURING 

Bill Shannon
Original dance pieces

“Purple” from Nobody’s Perfect
Based on the children’s book by Marlee Matlin and Doug Cooney

Adapted for the stage by Doug Cooney  •  Music by Deborah Wicks La Puma  •   Directed by Coy Middlebrook

Welcome from Marlee Matlin and John C. McGinley

Prudence Mahbena
vocal selections

Welcome
David Rubenstein, Chairman of the Board, The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

VSA Founder’s Award
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith

China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe
Thousand Hand Dance

Patti LaBelle
vocal selections

and other special guests

Artistic Team
Dawn McAndrews, Director   •   Robert Pullen, Producer    •   Dan Covey, Lighting Designer

Tony Cisek, Scenic Designer   •   Peggy Dahlquist, Stage Manager



The Dancing Wheels Company

DANCE
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Locomotion
featuring the Moving Company, Karen Peterson and 
Dancers, and The Dancing Wheels Company 

The Moving Company, formed by Dawn Lane in 1998, 
performs works that celebrate and acknowledge dancers 
with disabilities. Karen Peterson and Dancers, now 
celebrating 20 years of creating “mixed-ability” dance, 
collaborate, research, and integrate personal movement 
styles into an innovative dance language. The Dancing 
Wheels Company, founded by artistic director Mary Verdi-
Fletcher in 1980, is the first modern dance company to 
integrate professional wheelchair dancers.

MONDAY, June 7 at 12 p.m., FREE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL 

Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company
A pioneer in the development of inclusive dance in the UK, 
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company embraces “difference” 
and produces exemplary creative partnerships between 
people with and without disabilities of all ages.  

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 6 p.m., FREE 

KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

An Evening of International Dance
with CIM-Integrated Multidisciplinary  
Company and Dagipoli Dance Company 

Portugal’s CIM-Integrated Multidisciplinary Company is a 
13-member, mixed-age company, featuring dancers with 
and without disabilities. Dramatic and intense, Greece’s 
Dagipoli Dance Company includes people with physical 
and intellectual disabilities as well as dancers without 
disabilities to explore the limits of the human body and 
imagination.   

THURSDAY, June 10 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
LANSBURGH THEATRE 

Diagnosis of a Faun
with Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects 

This inclusive dance/theater piece was commissioned 
by VSA from Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects. Rogoff 
draws her choreographic inspiration from Afternoon of a 
Faun and dancer Gregg Mozgala’s first-hand experience 
with cerebral palsy to create a creature that inhabits two 
worlds. Rogoff’s Faun moves through the seemingly 
disparate spheres of the operating room and the forest in 
the company of dancers, doctors, humans, and nymphs. 

THURSDAY, June 10 at 7:30 p.m.,Tickets $25 
Recommended for ages 12 and above.  
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER 

AXIS Dance Company 
co-presented by VSA and Dance Place 

An ensemble of performers with and without disabilities, 
AXIS Dance Company was founded in 1987 and has 
paved the way for a powerful physically integrated dance 
by performing around the world.  

FRIDAY, June 11 at 8 p.m. and 
SATURDAY, June 12 at 4 p.m., 
Tickets $22
ATLAS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

Dynamo Day of Dance
with VSA Guatemala and The Wild Zappers

VSA Guatemala’s Youth Dance Company and Maryland’s 
Wild Zappers contrast the flash and spirit of traditional 
flamenco with the contemporary jazz/funk/hip hop of the 
United States. The Wild Zappers, a company of dancers 
who are deaf founded by Fred Beam, perform with the 
group of dancers who are deaf from Central America.

FRIDAY, June 11 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER

DANCE
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READINGS ON DISABILITY
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Featuring Steve Brown, Jim Ferris,  
and Kathi Wolfe
Three talented authors share their experience with 
disability through poetry and short story. Brown is 
an accomplished author and award-winning poet 
whose books include Movie Stars and Sensuous 
Scars: Essays on the Journey from Disability Shame 
to Disability Pride and Dragonflies in Paradise: An 
Activist’s Partial Poetic Autobiography. Ferris is 
an award-winning poet who is also a musician, 
performance artist, director, playwright, and actor. 
His book The Hospital Poems is about his boyhood 
experiences at a charity hospital for children with 
disabilities. Wolfe, a writer and poet, was a finalist in 
the 2007 Pudding House Press Chapbook competition 
for a collection of her poetry, Helen Takes the Stage: 
The Helen Keller Poems. 

TUESDAY, June 8 at 7 p.m., FREE 
BUSBOYS AND POETS  
1025 5th Street, NW

Featuring Lynn Manning,  
Anne Finger, and Riua Akinshegun
Three literary masters share their perspectives on 
life through the lens of disability. Manning, an award-
winning poet, playwright, actor, and former Blind Judo 
Champion of the world, has appeared on television, 
in commercials, and at theaters across the globe. 
Finger’s evocative and poetic writing provides a candid 
and often moving reading of her life. In her memoir, 
Elegy for a Disease, she merges personal and historical 
narrative, exploring how polio was viewed and dealt 
with in the years before the Salk vaccine was invented. 
Akinshegun, a performing and visual artist, writer, and 
poet, combines chanting, onomatopoeia, and dramatic 
reading to bring images and stories to life. 

THURSDAY, June 10 at 12 p.m., FREE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL 

LITERARY ARTS

Many of these 
writers are 
featured in VSA’s 

Writing Spotlight series 
of short literary works by 
prominent writers with 
disabilities. Designed 
to engage middle and 
high school students and 
encourage dialogue about 
disability and diversity, 
each Writing Spotlight is 
accompanied by discussion 
questions and writing 
activities to promote 
language arts skills, including 
reading comprehension and 
creative writing.

FREE literacy resource!

“Well, you know,” he said. He glanced up at the ceiling.  

“Your…your…you know…”  

 He stopped staring at the ceiling and stared at a point above my head. 

“Leg,” he finally managed to say. “Leg.”

— excerpt from “School House Candy”

     by Anne Finger, 2006

Writing that hits the  Spot

Writing that hits the  Spot

Writing that hits the  Spot

FREE literacy resource!

When the man I spoke with on the phone learned I used 
crutches, he decided someone on crutches would not be 
strong enough to do the research and writing needed to 
produce a book...

Writing that hits the  Spot

www.vsarts.org

— excerpt from “Telling Stories” 
     by Steven E. Brown, 2008

Writing that hits the  Spot

Writing that hits the  Spot

Sighted people say the strangest things, but we were used to that. 

I could say that our conversation had something of the quality of a 

meeting between two seasoned anthropologists comparing field notes 

of the quaint customs and outlandish beliefs of the natives we devoted 

our lives to studying. — excerpt from  “Blind Imagination: Pictures into Words”

      by georgina Kleege, 2008

FREE literacy resource!

For your free download, please visit  
www.vsarts.org/writingspotlights.

Kaleidoscope 
Exploring the Experience 
of Disability through 
Literature and the  
Fine Arts

Celebrate award-winning 
Kaleidoscope magazine’s 
30th anniversary and 
the 2010 International 
VSA Festival with a 
commemorative issue of 
the premier publication 
for writers and artists with disabilities from around 
the world. VSA partnered with Kaleidoscope to bring 
attention to the literary arts. The publication provides a 
creative outlet for artistic expression unlike any other, 
focusing on literature and fine arts through the lens of 
disability, and from a variety of perspectives. For more 
information, guidelines for submission, or to subscribe 
to Kaleidoscope, visit www.udsakron.org/services/
kaleidoscope.

Complimentary copies of Kaleidoscope are available 
at all literary arts events and the International VSA 
Education Conference at the Grand Hyatt.



Amway, through the One by One Campaign 
for Children, has reached over 7 million 
children in need worldwide. 

We are proud to support the efforts of 
VSA to empower children through the 
2010 International VSA Festival.



MUSIC
Raul Midón



22

MUSIC

Martin Deschamps

Rudely Interrupted
Melody Gardot

Catherine Branch
Frank Strong

Matt Savage

~

Martin Deschamps 
An award-winning singer, songwriter, and artist, 
Deschamps was named best vocalist in Québec’s 
L’Empire des Futures Stars competition. His first album 
spawned three hit singles and his second album earned 
him a coveted Félix Award. 

 

SUNDAY, June 6 at 6 p.m., FREE 
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

Rudely Interrupted
Rudely Interrupted is one of Australia’s truly unique indie 
rock acts. The band members share a range of physical 
and intellectual disabilities with a common interest in self-
expression through music. With a sound likened to Joy 
Division having a Gary Numan party, this band will enter-
tain with its infectious hooks. 

MONDAY, June 7 at 6 p.m., FREE 
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

Melody Gardot
With her debut album Worrisome Heart, vocalist Melody 
Gardot displayed her instinctive gift for transforming the 
traditions of jazz and blues with her personal kiss of life. 
Though still only in her twenties, her follow-up, My One 
and Only Thrill, mixes Latin rhythms, finger-snapping 
blues, and deep, smoldering torch songs to make an 
album that seems to have been shaped from several life-
times of love, loss, and longing.  

MONDAY, June 7 at 7:30 p.m.,Tickets $30 
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER 

 
 

AfroBeats: Motor City
featuring artsJAM! Detroit Percussion Ensemble 
This percussion-focused jam features young performers 
from VSA Michigan’s artsJAM! Detroit Percussion 
Ensemble. Expect the full-body engagement of colorful 
rhythms mixed with the beat of contemporary youth.

TUESDAY, June 8 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER 

Music of Difference 
featuring Catherine Branch
A flutist with diplegic cerebral palsy, Catherine Branch has 
been traveling as a research fellow exploring the role of art 
in disability advocacy around the world. Branch is joined 
by Mariana Green on violin and Jim Tang on piano. The 
trio will play original compositions by Robert J. Bradshaw, 
as well as works by Angelique Poteat and Aaron Alon.  

TUESDAY, June 8 at 12 p.m., FREE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL 

VSA International Young  
Soloists Concert 
VSA International Young Soloists have become major 
international artists. With a mission to identify and 
support outstanding young musicians with disabilities 
who wish to pursue a career, this annual concert features 
performances by the four 2010 awardees: soprano Ju 
Hyeon Han from South Korea, pianist Dotan Nitzberg 
from Israel, singer/songwriter/pianist Blessing Offor from 
Connecticut, and violinist Aria Stiles from Minnesota.  

TUESDAY, June 8 at 6 p.m., FREE
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 



The Matt Savage Trio
Eighteen-year-old jazz pianist Matt Savage has been 
heralded by Dave Brubeck as “amazing” and “another 
Mozart,” and by Chick Corea as “delightful and inspiring.” 
One of fewer than 100 people known in the world as a 
“prodigious savant,” he has toured the world.

 

TUESDAY, June 8 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $25 
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER 

An Evening of International 
Classical Music
Previous recipients of the VSA International Young Soloists 
Award, Canadian violinist Adrian Anantawan and pianist 
Azariah Tan Peng Chay of Singapore are performers on 
the path to world-renowned careers in classical music. 
Anantawan, who was born without a right hand, trans-
forms our vision of playing the violin. Azariah Tan Peng 
Chay, who has bilateral sensorineural hearing loss, has 
garnered multiple music competition awards.  

TUESDAY, June 8 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15 
SHAKESPEARE THEATER COMPANY,  
LANSBURGH THEATRE 

All Aboard! Songs and Stories from 
America’s Railroads 
with Frank Strong 
Through songs and stories of the American frontier, Frank 
Strong Jr. (aka “Freight Train” Frank) delights young audi-
ences with the melodies and memories of our collective 
past. Donning a conductor’s hat and pinstriped vest, 
Strong performs on guitar and harmonica.

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER 

Forró No Escuro
Forró is Brazil’s most popular and accessible musical style. 
The sound of Brazil’s country music is upbeat, super-
catchy dance music based around the trio of accordion, 
triangle, and zabumba (bass drum). The members of Forró 
No Escuro, some of whom have low vision, have since 
performed their brand of forró in hundreds of shows.  

THURSDAY, June 10, at 6 p.m., FREE 
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE

Dame Evelyn Glennie, percussion  
National Symphony Orchestra  
Kristjan Järvi, conductor  
One of the most eclectic and innovative musicians on the 
scene today, Dame Evelyn Glennie combines superb tech-
nique, a profound appreciation of the visual, and aston-
ishing musicality into a new type of performance. Glennie 
performs Estonian composer Erkki-Sven Tüür’s Symphony 
No. 4 for Percussion and Orchestra (“Magma”). 

THURSDAY, June 10 at 7 p.m.; FRIDAY and 

SATURDAY, June 11 & 12, at 8 p.m., Tickets $20-$85 
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL 

A Cabaret: Thank You for the Music
featuring Marleena Coulston  
Marleena Coulston’s musical versatility spans studio work, 
musical theater, and teaching. Coulston has performed at 
the Inland Empire Jazz Festival, the Southern California 
Special Olympics, and the Festival of Children. She has 
starred in musical theater as the Witch in Into the Woods, 
Percy in The Spitfire Grill, and Maggie in A Chorus Line. 

FRIDAY, June 11 at 12 p.m., FREE
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL
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Adrian Anantawan

Azariah Tan Peng Chay

Forró No Escuro

Dame Evelyn Glennie 

Marleena Coulston

Narimichi Kawabata
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MUSIC

Salif Keita
Quamon Fowler

Diane Schuur
Henry Butler

Raul Midón

artsJAM! Detroit 
Percussion Ensemble

 Narimichi Kawabata
After making his sensational debut upon graduating from 
the Royal Academy of Music, violinist Narimichi Kawabata 
has drawn national attention. His debut album On Wings 
of Song became a record-breaking hit in 1999, selling 
200,000 copies as a classical album. He has appeared 
on many popular television and radio shows in Japan and 
dedicates time to working with organizations that support 
people who are blind. 

FRIDAY, June 11 at 6 p.m., FREE 
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM STAGE 

Salif Keita
Known as the “Golden Voice of Africa,” Mali’s Salif Keita, 
who has albinism, is an internationally recognized afro-
pop singer-songwriter who blends traditional West African 
music styles with Arabic, French, and Spanish traditions. 
His musical influence has reached western pop and rock, 
including Pink Floyd and many others. His singing is 
accompanied by guitar, organ, and saxophone combined 
with traditional African instruments.  

FRIDAY, June 11 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $45 
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY   
LISNER AUDITORIUM

Quamon Fowler Quartet 
An award-winning tenor-saxophonist and VSA Internation-
al Young Soloists Award recipient, Quamon Fowler began 
his life as a musician at age 12. He released his first CD 
in 2000, started his own nonprofit to help mentor young 
aspiring musicians in 2006, and won third place in the 
Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition in 2008.  

FRIDAY, June 11 at 7:30 p.m., Tickets $15 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
LANSBURGH THEATRE 

Diane Schuur
Vocalist/pianist Diane Schuur is as eclectic as she is 
brilliant. A longtime disciple of Dinah Washington and other 
legendary jazz singers of the ’40s and ’50s, Grammy®-
winner Schuur has built a stellar career by embracing not 
only the jazz of her parents’ generation, but also the pop 
music of her own youth during the late ’50s and ’60s. 
In a recording career that spans nearly three decades, 
Schuur’s music has explored nearly every corner of the 
20th-century American musical landscape.  

FRIDAY, June 11 at 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., Tickets $38
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER 

Festival Closing Concert 
featuring Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators 
and Raul Midón
Papa Henry Butler’s Steamin’ Syncopators is an ensemble 
devoted to the revival of 1920s steamboat jazz. Led by 
Butler, the group’s members represent lifetimes of New 
Orleans traditional jazz. Raul Midón is a contemporary 
soul singer whose impassioned acoustic guitar playing-a 
mix of rock, classical, and flamenco-has gotten him just 
as much attention as his smooth voice. His major-label 
debut, State of Mind, released in June 2005, features 
guest appearances from Stevie Wonder and Jason Mraz. 
His latest album, Synthesis, was just released in April. 

SATURDAY, June 12 at 5:45 p.m., FREE 
KENNEDY CENTER SOUTH PLAZA AND  
RIVER TERRACE 

THEATER



Tami Lee Santimyer 
in Nobody’s Perfect

THEATER
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Synetic Theater’s  Othello

Fishamble:  
The New Play Company

Giggles
 Fred Beam

Amy Lynn Budd
 Josh Blue

THEATER
Synetic Theater’s Othello
Infusing one of Shakespeare’s most poignant tragedies 
with its “art of silence,” Synetic Theater wordlessly ex-
plores the tale of love destroyed by jealousy. Scandal is 
fueled, families and friendships devastated as Othello’s 
world comes crashing down, until a “trifle light as air” un-
does them all. This accessible production includes com-
pany actors with and without disabilities.  

June 6-12, Tickets $30-$55 (Full run June 3-July 3) 
Special Roundtable Post-Show Discussion: 
Wednesday, June 9 
(American Sign Language-interpreted and Captioned)

KENNEDY CENTER FAMILY THEATER

Turning Point: 
New Irish Plays on Disability
Staged readings of new Irish short plays by artists with 
disabilities, Turning Point was commissioned for the 
festival by VSA affiliate Arts & Disability Ireland and inter-
nationally acclaimed Fishamble: The New Play Company. 
Focusing on the theme of change, the plays provide a 
platform for a range of dynamic and fresh Irish voices. 
Recommended for ages 16 and above.  

MONDAY, June 7 at 7:30 p.m., FREE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
LANSBURGH THEATRE 

Caterpillar Soup 
Written and performed by Lyena Strelkoff
Lyena Strelkoff, paralyzed by a spinal cord injury, 
creates performance works that expand the common 
understanding of life with a disability and suggest an 
alternate cultural response to adversity by illuminating 
the art of embracing life. With humor, hope, and candor, 
Caterpillar Soup explores the transformational power of 
loss and celebrates life in all its messiness. Recommended 
for ages 16 and above. 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 12 p.m., FREE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY,  
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL 

Deaf Theater Jam 
featuring Fred Beam, MO2 Productions, and  
Alexandria Wailes
Nationally-recognized performers from the deaf 
community combine American Sign Language, 
movement, gesture, music, and shadow play to explore 
timeless classics and personal stories through visual 
theater. Actor, dancer, choreographer, and director Fred 
Beam performs excerpts from his one man show, Black, 
Deaf, Male: Who am I?. MO2 Productions, led by artistic 
director and actor Monique Holt, presents Uncontented 
Love, a work with text derived from various Shakespeare 
plays. Alexandria Wailes brings a visual interpretation of 
Euripides’ Electra using American Sign Language with 
singular intensity and passion. 

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 7:30 p.m.,Tickets $15 
SHAKESPEARE THEATER COMPANY,  
LANSBURGH THEATRE

The Thing That Ate My Brain...Almost
Written and performed by Amy Lynn Budd
In The Thing That Ate My Brain...Almost, Amy Lynn Budd 
uses theater burlesque dance, puppetry, and digital 
media with references to the genre of 1960s sci-fi movies 
to navigate her experience of sudden serious illness. 
A theater director, performer, and producer based in 
Providence, RI, Budd has directed plays for New Gate 
Theatre and Perishable Theatre among others. Produced 
in association with Perishable Theatre Company and VSA 
Rhode Island. Recommended for ages 18 and above. 

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 7:30 p.m.,Tickets $15
H STREET PLAYHOUSE
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Brett Leake 

Kathy Buckley
Gretty Good Time  by John Belluso

Uganda Silent Deaf Theatre

MO2 Productions

Lyena Strelkoff

Comedy Night  
featuring Josh Blue, Brett Leake, and Kathy Buckley 
Headliner Josh Blue, the season four winner of Last 
Comic Standing who has cerebral palsy, uses his incred-
ible sense of humor and likeability to defy stereotypes and 
encourage others to overcome their preconceived notions 
about people with disabilities. Brett Leake was the first 
comedian with muscular dystrophy to appear on NBC’s 
The Tonight Show and his hour-long comedy special was 
shown on PBS stations nationwide. Kathy Buckley, a five-
time American Comedy Award nominee, award-winning 
actress, author, and inspirational speaker, uses humor to 
confront stereotypes about people who are deaf. No one 
under 18 admitted. 

WEDNESDAY, June 9 at 8:30 p.m. 
(Doors open at 7),Tickets $20  
DC IMPROV 

The Magic Seeds
with Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre 
Using a sublime mixture of dancing, gesture, and sign 
language, Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre plays the story of 
a young man who is tricked into selling his pumpkins for 
a handful of seeds and ends up a hero. This 10-member 
group brings out more than the moral of this children’s folk 
tale; they also raise awareness about the lives of people 
who are deaf through story, ensemble, and movement.

THURSDAY, June 10 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER 

Giggles: “The Girl Who Made the  
Whole World Laugh”
with VSA Virginia, Loudoun County

Giggles, the ten-year-old star of McDuffle’s Circus, takes 
center ring every night to share her contagious giggle with 
the audience. Born without a voice but with the ability to 
giggle, Giggles was raised by the circus when her parents 
left to find a cure for Giggle’s giggles. Her life is forever 
changed when a big-time agent hires her to share her 
talent with the world. Giggles is a show about how being 
different is okay and family is what you make it.

SATURDAY, June 12 at 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.
Tickets: $5 (children/youth), $6 (adults)
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION’S DISCOVERY THEATER 

Gretty Good Time 
written by John Belluso, directed by Jeanette Buck 
co-produced by VSA and Theater Alliance
Forced to live her life in a nursing home after a childhood 
bout with polio left her paralyzed, Gretty, played by Ann 
Stocking, is visited in her dreams by a young Japanese 
woman disfigured in the bombing of Hiroshima. Together 
they soar backwards through time to confront the painful 
memories that haunt them. Mixing historical fact, poetic 
flights of fancy, and an epic theater sensibility, Gretty Good 
Time explores contemporary issues through a strong 
character journey. Recommended for ages 16 and above. 

(Only available 
June 10-12)

June 10-12,Tickets $30 (Full run June 3-July 3)   
H STREET PLAYHOUSE 

elena



Alice and David Rubenstein 

are proud to celebrate the  

many accomplishments of 

VSA, the International Organization  

on Arts and Disability, and the  

creativity of artists from around the globe 

at the 2010 International VSA Festival.

China Disabled People’s

Performing Art Troupe
©2009 Part of State of the Art

Eiffel Tower by Annie Hesse

Part of Sight Unseen

Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company VISUAL 
ARTS



©2007, Cajal’s Revenge, mixed media on canvas (64” x 50”)

VISUAL 
ARTS
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©2004 Martin Charlot

©2009 Dale Chihuly

©2010 What is Disability?

©1994 Judith Scott

©2002 Mark di Suvero

©2006 David Forbes

Dale Chihuly: Red Reeds 
Immediately recognizable and breathtaking in color and 
form, the glass works of world-renowned artist Dale Chihuly 
have a formidable place in contemporary art history. With 
over four decades of glass blowing experience, Chihuly 
is a creative leader whose practice has elevated glass art 
from that of a small, precious object to an art form that 
incorporates architecture, environment art, and large-scale 
installation. 

Today, Chihuly is recognized as a leader who manages an 
active glass studio workshop in Seattle. His work is most 
readily inspired by flora, fauna, natural light, saturated 
colors, and his love of the sea and landscape of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Kennedy Center Entrance Plaza 
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE 

What is Disability?: Postcard Exhibition 
VSA invited people from around the world to paint, draw, 
or collage the meanings, impressions, and images they 
associate with the word disability. What is Disability? is 
a dramatic display of the nearly 1,400 postcards VSA 
received from 6 continents. The concept of disability is 
explored from various perspectives—cultural, geographic, 
personal—resulting in a range of individual expression. 
This collaborative art project brings together people with 

and without disabilities in a multicultural celebration that 
supports access to the arts and education for all. 

Kennedy Center Hall of States  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Judith Scott 
Judith Scott is considered a preeminent “outsider” artist 
who created large, colorful, body-like sculptures out of 
found materials and yarn. Her works are abstract, dense, 
multilayered, and their ultimate meaning is a mystery. 

As a woman with Down syndrome, who was deaf and did 
not speak, these sculptures were Scott’s most complex 
means of communication with the world around her. 

Introduced to art at the Creative Growth Art Center in 
Oakland, CA, Scott had natural aptitude for the tactility of 
fiber and spent 18 years creating a colorful, prolific body 
of work. Scott’s works are now eagerly collected, and her 
story has captivated the interest of art lovers worldwide. 
Scott’s life testifies to the resiliency of the creative spirit and 
the communicative power of art.

Kennedy Center Hall of States 
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE 

VISUAL ARTS
A groundbreaking exhibition of contemporary art by artists with disabilities, Revealing Culture 
presents more than 130 works of art in a broad range of media-including installations, video, 
performance, painting, sculpture, and printmaking. The exhibition showcases 54 artists 
juried from more than 400 submissions. Revealing Culture is designed by Michael Graves & 
Associates/Michael Graves Design Group. 

(American Sign Language-interpreted and Captioned) 
Smithsonian Institution’s S. Dillon Ripley International Gallery 
Exhibition Opening Wednesday, June 9 at 8 p.m., FREE  
Exhibition runs June 8–August 29

Revealing Culture

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Exhibitions
©2005 Lesley Haas
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Electroman by Pete 

Eckert (Sight Unseen)

Polka Dots by Henry 
Butler (Sight Unseen) 

Eiffel Tower by Annie 
Hesse (Sight Unseen)

Bath Time  by Bruce Halll (Sight Unseen)

Shade Tunnel and Tractor by 

Rosita McKenzie (Sight Unseen)

Vantage by Michael 
Richard (Sight Unseen)

Mark di Suvero 
Internationally renowned sculptor Mark di Suvero is one of 
the most important American artists to emerge from the 
Abstract Expressionist era.

Di Suvero began showing his sculptures in the late 1950s 
and quickly became a prominent fixture in the New York 
art scene. In 1960, he became paralyzed while working on 
a construction job to make the rent. Already an artist, he 
continued to work while in a wheelchair welding with an 
asbestos apron on his lap. A pioneer in the use of steel, di 
Suvero creates architectural-scale sculptures, many with 
moving elements that invite viewer participation. 

An artist with work in more than 100 museums and public 
collections worldwide, di Suvero is also a lifelong activist 
for peace and social justice. Di Suvero received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in Contemporary Sculpture 
from the International Sculpture Center in 2000 and the 
Heinz Award for Arts and Humanities in 2005.

Kennedy Center Hall of Nations  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Hirokazu Fukawa:  
Adrift in the Sea of Tranquility 
Japanese native Hirokazu Fukawa explores the complex 
relationship between our public and private selves. His 
installations are multi-faceted, multi-sensory experiences 
that utilize any combination of sound, light, built 
apparatus, motion pictures, and tactile elements to convey 
a journey into a person’s internal mind. 

Fukawa’s own artistic journey shifted dramatically after 
his son was diagnosed with autism, a revelation that 
informs Adrift in the Sea of Tranquility—an exploration of 
the experience of autism through poignant metaphors. 
Further, this presentation of Adrift in the Sea of Tranquility, 
which has been reconfigured to allow accessibility 
for all visitors, addresses larger issues of access, 
communication, and understanding between those with 
and without disabilities.

Fukawa has a masters of fine arts degree in sculpture 
from the Rhode Island School of Design and currently is 

an associate professor of sculpture at the Hartford Art 
School, University of Hartford, CT.

Kennedy Center Terrace Gallery  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Sight Unseen 
Sight Unseen, the first major exhibition of work by the 
world’s most accomplished photographers with visual 
impairments, explores the idea that these photographers 
can see in ways that sighted people cannot. The inherently 
conceptual work of Sight Unseen proposes a surprising 
central thesis that photographers with visual impairments 
possess the clearest vision in society. 

An exhibition on a rich subject full of paradox and 
revelation, Sight Unseen invites viewers to think deeply 
about photography, vision, and the ways of seeing.

Sight Unseen: International Photography by Blind Artists has been curated 
by Douglas McCulloh and originated by UCR/California Museum of 
Photography, an affiliate institution of ARTSblock, the University of California, 
Riverside, and toured by Curatorial Assistance, Pasadena, California.

 

Kennedy Center Nations Gallery  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Liz Crow: Resistance 
An award-winning filmmaker and director of Roaring Girl 
Productions, UK-based Liz Crow is best known for her 
portrayal of strong women with disabilities in her many film 
projects, including The Real Helen Keller and Frida Kahlo’s 
Corset. An activist for disability rights and a former fellow 
with the National Endowment for Science, Technology and 
the Arts, Crow creates engaging, sometimes controversial, 
films that highlight stories and advocacy of the disabled 
population both in history and today. 

On display here is the American debut of Resistance: 
which way the future?, a film-based installation on the 
Nazi program Aktion T-4 in which persons with physical 
and mental disabilities were targeted for extermination. 
The installation incorporates film, projected light, banners, 

©2005 Lesley Haas
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portraits, and echoing sounds, with an opportunity for 
visitors to contribute their own story and portrait to be 
added to the work in future installations.  

Kennedy Center Nations Gallery  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Revealing Culture II 
A continuation of the groundbreaking exhibition taking 
place at the Smithsonian Institution’s S. Dillon Ripley 
International Gallery, Revealing Culture II consists of work 
by international contemporary artists with disabilities. 
Presenting more than 25 paintings and sculptures and 
representing 13 countries, Revealing Culture II is a 
dynamic presentation of the creative spirit from around 
the globe. Exhibiting artists: Gabe Anderson (Canada), 
Ines Andouche (Belgium), Sarah Mohamed Atef (Egypt), 
Christophe Baudouin (France), Serge Delaunay (Belgium), 
Erling Fredriksson (Sweden), Kelvin Free (Canada), Sergio 
Giraldo Giraldo (Colombia), Walter Herzberg (Mexico), 
Joseph Jobst (Austria), Rokhaya Kamara (Senegal), 
Ko Nam (Hong Kong), Luis Passalacqua (Puerto Rico), 
Mohammed Qarshoum (Saudi Arabia), and Muthukrishnan 
Ramalingam (India). 

Kennedy Center North and South Atrium Foyers  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE 

Yinka Shonibare, MBE:  
Odile and Odette 
Turner Prize-nominated artist Yinka Shonibare, MBE, 
explores cultural identity, race, and authenticity through 
highly performative sculptures, paintings, photographs, 
and film. A self-proclaimed post-cultural hybrid, whose 
childhood was split between London and Lagos, Nigeria, 
Shonibare is best known for his works that address issues 
of colonialism and contemporary African identity through 
the use of vibrant visual symbols, notably Dutch wax batik 
prints. Shonibare creates colorful tableaux of historically-
dressed headless mannequins and immaculately 
choreographed dances that employ humor and frivolity, 
which overlay deeper narratives relating to post-colonial 
stereotypes and politics. 

A prolific artist who has exhibited internationally, 
Shonibare’s work commands attention by being both rich 
with artistic pleasure while sharply revealing contemporary 
racial relations.

Kennedy Center Hall of Nations  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

Will Pergl: Trivialities of Deportment 
Trained in both painting and sculpture, artist Will Pergl 
unites a sensitivity and control of craft with unique designs 
to create sculptures and installations that whirl within a 
viewer’s imagination. Pergl’s brightly painted structures 
seem animated in form and his installations invite viewers 
to walk among and within the creative space. 

In this installation, Trivialities of Deportment combines 
rigid, colorful lines with flowing amorphous forms, which 
possess a potential energy that encourages viewers to 
look above and beyond themselves—a notion taken 
personally by the artist after a workshop accident that 
severely reduced functionality in one of his hands.

Appearing both assertive and unstable, logical and 
absurd, Trivialities of Deportment engages a dialogue 
between our mental architecture and the physical world. 
Pergl has exhibited across the nation, and he currently is 
an associate professor at the Milwaukee Institute of Art 
and Design. 

Kennedy Center States Gallery  
June 6-20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m., FREE

VISUAL ARTS



a children’s art exhibition 
May 24—June 12  • Union Station

State of the Art

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, and CVS Caremark All 

Kids Can, CVS Caremark’s philanthropic program to enrich the lives of children 

with disabilities, present State of the Art, an exhibition of artwork by students ages 

5–15. This children’s art exhibition is part of the largest celebration of the arts and 

disability in the world: the 2010 International VSA Festival. www.vsarts.org

VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.



On June 7 at 10 a.m. at the U.S. Department of Education, a performance featuring traditional Sri Lankan 
dance with Kosala Uditha Kumara Dullewa and classical pianist Briana Duensing will precede the ribbon-
cutting to open the exhibition. This event is free. RSVPs are required for entrance to the exhibition and 
performance. To make a reservation, please contact Marilyn Joyner at marilyn.joyner@ed.gov.

During the 2009–2010 academic year, VSA facilitated the participation of more than 30 
classrooms. Students created and exchanged visual artwork that reflects their lives and culture 
with a partner classroom in another country. Selected works of art from the Arte Postale exchange 
will be exhibited at the U.S. Department of Education June 7 through July 23.

A Classroom Exchange Program

Exhibition on view at the U.S. Department of Education June 7–July 23

EDUCATION CONFERENCE

Arte Postale

For more information on 
VSA’s many educational 
resources and programs,  
visit www.vsarts.org.

VSA implements various inclusive programs and resources designed to integrate the creative arts into 
educational and community programs for persons with and without disabilities. In 2009, VSA introduced 
Arte Postale, an inclusive international visual arts exchange program designed for classroom students 
with and without disabilities. The program creates valuable cross-cultural educational experiences by 
forming relationships between students as they study and communicate about their lives. Students learn 
to express themselves in artistic ways through this inclusive approach to visual art in the classroom. Their 
creativity and views of the world develop as their imagination travels to remote lands and they discover the 
richness of other cultures.

VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.



Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
June 10–12, 2010

Program sessions are geared toward three main themes: 

The International VSA Education Conference provides an opportunity to explore 
creating and supporting inclusive learning environments that value the importance of 
arts in education. The conference will feature presentations of effective practices from 
around the world including programs and research that provide access to artistic, 
academic, and social growth to students with disabilities. 

Sir Ken Robinson 
is an internationally 

renowned expert in the 
field of creativity and 

innovation in education.

June 10

Dame Evelyn Glennie
is the first person in musical 
history to successfully create 
and sustain a full-time career 

as a solo percussionist.

June 11

Kenneth Eklindh 
is the head of the UNESCO 

program “The EFA Flagship on the 
Right to Education for Persons with 

Disabilities: Towards Inclusion.”

June 12

Keynote Speakers

The International VSA Education Conference will bring together professionals from 
around the world in the fields of the arts, education, and disability. Join more than 400 
participants, educators, artists, teaching artists, program administrators, researchers, 
arts organizations, and policymakers to discover and experience inclusive arts 
education programs and practices, share and build knowledge and expertise, and 
network with colleagues from around the world.

The content of this conference was funded in part through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
This conference does not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education.  

You should not assume endorsement by the federal government.

• Advancing Inclusive Education

• 21st-Century Learning Skills

• Pathways to Employment
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Detailed programs for the International VSA Education 
Conference will be provided to Conference registrants. 

For more information or to register, visit vsartsfestival.org.

EDUCATION CONFERENCE
INTERNATIONAL VSA EDUCATION CONFERENCE



INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY FILM FESTIVAL
JUNE 7 – JUNE 11
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Antoine

Antoine
Antoine Ben X Ben X

El Truco Del Manco

Antoine
The real and imaginary life of Antoine, a boy detective who 
runs, drives, makes decisions, hosts radio shows, and 
adores simultaneous telephone conversations. Over the 
course of two years he uses a mini-boom microphone to 
discover and capture the sounds surrounding him co-
creating the soundtrack of the film. Antoine, who is of 
Vietnamese origin, is five years old, and is blind, was born 
one 100 days prematurely. He is integrated into the regular 
school system in Montreal, with unprecedented success.

Director/Producer: Laura Bari; Producer: Mila Aung-
Thwin and Daniel Cross; Canada, 2009. Color, 82 min. 
In French, with English subtitles.  

Ben X
Ben (Greg Timmermans) is different. Diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome, he finds calm and happiness in his 
favorite online computer game Archlord, while attempting 
to train himself for the real world he lives in. The harsh 

world of high school is for him torturous hell, and his family 
is more afraid than understanding of his condition. As the 
bullying escalates, Ben devises a terrifying plan to put an 
end to his troubles, when Scarlite (Laura Verlinden), a girl 
he met in his on-line game, shows up in his real life. 

Director: Nic Balthazar; Producer: Peter Bouckaert 
& Erwin Provoost; Belgium, 2006. Color, 90 min. In 
Flemish, with English Subtitles.  

El Truco Del Manco 
Santiago Zannou makes an impressive feature film debut 
with El Truco Del Manco the winner of three Goya awards, 
including Best Debut Film, Best Acting, and Best Music. 
Paralyzed on half of his body from childhood, Cuajo has a 
single dream: to succeed in music. Together with his friend 
Adolfo, he attempts to set up a studio, and brings togeth-
er some of the hottest Spanish-language rappers, includ-
ing Elio Sagues, Ovone Candela, La Mala Rodriguez, and 
El Langui.

FILM FESTIVAL

AFI Silver and VSA are collaborating to present the International Disability Film Festival, which will include a wide 
selection of outstanding films by and about people with disabilities from all over the world. Tickets for all film 
screenings and panel discussions are FREE and available from the AFI Silver Box Office starting at 1:30 p.m. the day 
of the show only (limit 4 tickets per person). 

All films are either captioned or subtitled in English. Accessibility accommodations include wheelchair access, 
Open Captioning or subtitles, Audio Description, and Assistive Listening Devices. CART and American Sign 
Language Interpretation will be available for panel discussions only. Please contact AFI in advance to request access 
accommodations at EBoyd@afi.com.

A Note to Audiences: Because films in the International Disability Film Festival have not been evaluated by the 
MPAA rating system, AFI has made its best effort to inform audiences about any film content that could lead to a 
restricted rating if released in the United States. For more information, visit afi.com.

FILM DESCRIPTIONS



MONDAY, JUNE 7
See What I’m Saying 7:00 p.m. 
Panel Discussion with Hilari Scarl

See What I’m Saying  9:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
Shorts Program 7:15 p.m.

Ben X 9:15 p.m.

WEDNSDAY, JUNE 9

THURSDAY, JUNE 10

Antoine 7:15 p.m.

The Willow Tree 9:15 p.m.

For Once in My Life 7:00 p.m.

El Truco del Manco 9:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Nobody’s Perfect 7:00 p.m.

Stubborn & Spite 9:10 p.m.

Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll 9:10 p.m.
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For Once in My Life

For Once in My Life

For Once in My Life Maria y Yo
Maria y Yo

Maria y Yo

Director/Screenplay: Santiago Zannou; Screenplay: 
Ivan Morales; Producer: Aitana de Val and Luis de 
Val; Spain, 2008. Color, 100 min. In Spanish, with 
English subtitles. 

For Once in My Life
For Once in My Life is the story of an inspiring group 
of people and their dream to make music. This 
documentary film follows the members of the Spirit of 
Goodwill Band while they prepare for the concert of a 
lifetime. As they navigate daily life, these 28 musicians 
and singers, all with a range of mental and physical 
disabilities, display talent, humor, and tenacity. For Once 
in My Life shatters preconceived notions of what it means 
to be an aspiring artist with a disability and reveals the 
greatness within us all.

Director: Mark Moorman; Producer: Cathy Bigham, 
James Bigham, Lourdes Little, and Christina Vidal; 
United States, 2009. Color, 84 min. In English and 
Spanish, with English subtitles.  

Maria y Yo
Like many other children with autism, Maria seems to 
live on her own island in her mind. For a long time, her 
father Miguel has attempted to travel the distance that 
separates this island from the rest of the world. This is 
the story of one of those journeys, taking a close look 
at the joys and struggles of this relationship between a 
father and his unique daughter as they take a vacation to 
Gran Canaria.

Director: Félix Fernández de Castro; Producer: Jordi 
Ambrose, Veronica Pensosi, and Loris Omedes; 
Spain, 2010. Color, 75 min. In Spanish, with English 
subtitles.  

Nobody’s Perfect
The documentary film Nobody’s Perfect follows Niko 
von Glasow as he looks for eleven people who, like 
him, were born disabled due to the disastrous side-
effects of Thalidomide. He asks them to pose nude 
for a calendar—to allow those who regularly throw 



INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY FILM FESTIVAL
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Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll

Nobody’s Perfect

Nobody’s Perfect

Nobody’s Perfect

See What I’m Saying: The Deaf 

Entertainers Documentation

Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll

Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll

furtive glances at Thalidomiders and other physically 
disabled people, to take a good, long look. With a 
darkly humorous touch, and no deference to political 
correctness, Nobody’s Perfect explores the lives of 
these twelve extraordinary people, and shows them 
reacting with curiosity, enthusiasm, or even horror 
towards the project and one another.

Director/Producer: Niko von Glasow; Producer: 
Ewa Borowski, Frank Henschke, and Anne-Sophie 
Quancard; Germany, 2008. Color, 84 min. In German 
and English, with English subtitles.   

See What I’m Saying:  
The Deaf Entertainers Documentation
Deaf people can do anything but hear. But an all deaf 
rock band? A deaf comic internationally famous but 
unknown to hearing people? A modern day Buster 
Keaton who teaches at Juilliard but is currently 
homeless? A hard of hearing singer who is considered 
“not deaf enough?” SEE WHAT I’M SAYING follows the 
journeys of four extraordinary deaf entertainers over the 
course of a single year as their stories intertwine and 
culminate in some of the most important events of their 
lives. This powerful documentary explores these unsung 
artists, and offers audiences a touching and humorous 
peek into the vibrancy of deaf culture. 

Director and producer Hilari Scarl will be holding a 
question and answer session about the film and the deaf 
community it celebrates following the screening.

Director/Producer: Hilari Scarl; Producer: Wordplay, 
Inc.; United States, 2008. Color, 90 min. In English, 
with open captioning.  

Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll 
Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll is (The Road to Guantanamo 
co-director) Mat Whitecross’ rip snorting portrait of 
capricious British punk rock pioneer Ian Dury (BAFTA 
nominee Andy Serkis). From a troubled childhood and 
a battle with debilitating polio to the effects of fame 
on relationships and fatherhood, here are the highs 
and lows of a life lived sneeringly, unapologetically out 
loud. Starring Naomie Harris (Pirates of the Caribbean, 
28 Days Later) as his girlfriend Denise, Ray Winstone 
(Beowulf, The Departed, Sexy Beast) in the role of Dury’s 
father Bill, Olivia Williams (The Sixth Sense, Rushmore, 
Flashbacks of a Fool) among many others.

Director: Mat Whitecross; Producer: Damian Jones; 
United Kingdom, 2010. Color, 115 min. In English, 
with English subtitles.    

Stubborn and Spite
When two men with physical disabilities fight over the 
last disabled parking space, there are unexpected 
consequences. 

Director/Screenwriter: Lou Birks; Producer: Emily 
Kyriakides. United Kingdom, 2007. Color, 3 min. In 
English with open captioning. NOT R

The Willow Tree
Youssef, a blind university professor, is suddenly 
diagnosed with a fatal disease and must undergo 
treatment. In the process, he miraculously regains his 
full sight. After forty years of living as a blind man, he 
finds himself struggling to readjust to the life he had 
before. From Iranian director Majid Majidi, this thought-
provoking narrative of live with and without sight delves 
into the question of what makes for a complete life.

Director/Producer/Screenplay: Majid Majidi; 
Producer: Seyyed Saeed Seyedzadeh; Iran, 2005. 
Color, 86 min. In Persian, with English subtitles.  

FILM FESTIVAL
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Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll

The Willow Tree

The Willow Tree
The Willow Tree

Music by Prudence 

Special People

Drona & Ik
Drona loves buses. The nine-year-old knows all the 
routes and stops in Amsterdam off by heart and is 
forever putting questions to the city’s bus drivers. His 
older brother Arjun says his incessant queries give him 
a headache. Otherwise, however, the two get on very 
well. Drona is autistic, goes to a special school, and 
spends most of his free time with Arjun. This touching 
film mixes colour and black-and-white sequences and 
shows that autism is no obstacle to a loving sibling 
relationship.

Director: Catherine van Campen; Producer: [name]; 
Netherlands, 2009. Color and B/W, 19 min. In Dutch, 
with English subtitles.

Music by Prudence 
Prudence lives in Zimbabwe, and for a long time almost 
no one knew about that hauntingly beautiful voice. 
No one knew the strong, resilient woman that owned 
it. They were unable to overlook her body: born with 
a debilitating condition called arthrogryposis. Then 
Prudence and some fellow musicians start an Afro-
fusion band called Liyana (“it’s raining” in Ndebele). 
All eight members are disabled, and their talent and 
enthusiasm is impossible to ignore. Music by Prudence  
is an Oscar award-winning short documentary by 
director and producer Roger Ross Williams that is not to 
be missed.

Director/Producer: Roger Ross Williams; Producer: 
Elinor Burkett; Zimbabwe, 2010. Color, 33 min. In 
English, with English subtitles.  

Special People
Attempting to make his comeback into filmmaking by 
directing an emotional drama about the struggles of 
living with a disability, Jasper is thwarted at every turn 
by his cast of witty and capable adolescents. This short 
comedy challenges condescension to the disabled 
community, and will be shown as part of our Shorts 
Program, with two screenings during the festival.

Director/Screenwriter: Justin Edgar; Producer: Alex 
Usborne. United Kingdom, 2007. Color, 15 min. In 
English with open captioning.  

SHORTS PROGRAM:
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ARTISTS’ BIOGRAPHIES
PERFORMING ARTISTS

Riua Akinshegun (Literary)
Riua Akinshegun is a literary, performing, 
and visual artist, whose spine was injured 
by a gunshot, leaving her with paraplegia. 
She chose to actively transcend her 
pain, channeling it to create her art: 

batiks, ceramic sculptures, African wrap dolls, and an 
interactive installation on the Middle Passage. She has 
also conducted workshops on art as a healing process. 
Akinshegun began writing under the tutelage of Victoria 
Lewis at the Mark Taper Forum’s Other Voices program 
and later with writer/editor S. Pearl Sharp. She has lived 
and worked in Ile Ife, Nigeria; Georgetown, Guyana; 
Paramaribo, Suriname; La Mision, Mexico; and currently 
resides in Los Angeles, where she is completing her lively 
autobiography, The People I Could Have Been.

Adrian Anantawan (Music)
One of the most dynamic young 
musicians of his generation, Canadian 
violinist Adrian Anantawan plays with a 
sense of expression and musicianship 
that inspires critics and audiences alike. 

Born without a right hand, he transforms our vision of 
playing the violin. Anantawan received the 2002 VSA 
International Young Soloists Award and is a 2008 Terry 
Fox Hall of Fame inductee. Recent highlights include 
performances at the official One Year Countdown Gala of 
the 2010 Vancouver Olympics and at the White House, as 
well as soloing with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. His 
documentary, Adrian Anantawan: The Story Behind the 
Notes, debuted on Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) in 2008. TV Guide chose the documentary as a 
top pick and called his performance “being touched by 
greatness.” Photo: Bill Wittman

Artes Muy Especiales/
VSA Guatemala (Dance)
Artes Muy Especiales/VSA Guatemala 
became an official member of the VSA 
affiliate network in May 1994. They 
work to promote the educational and 

cultural benefits of the arts for people with disabilities. 
The organization provides programs in music, dance, 
wheelchair dance, and the visual arts, including 
workshops, seminars, exhibitions, and festivals. These 
activities have an empowering effect on participants’ 
lives, facilitating their integration into their communities. 
Artes Muy Especiales also specializes in designing and 
producing custom clothing from traditional Guatemalan 
cloth. 

ArtsJam Detroit!/
Kevin Collins Percussion  
Ensemble (Music)
The artsJAM! Percussion Ensemble is 
made up of 20 young people from the 

Detroit metro area attending the VSA Michigan—artsJAM 
Gallery and Studio Program, which for youth with learning 
disabilities, emotional and cognitive disabilities, and 
autism, provides an opportunity to experience the arts 
while building life and vocational skills. Baba Kevin Collins, 
a percussionist and recording and teaching artist, has 
worked with VSA Michigan for more than 15 years, giving 
back to the youth of Michigan through music participation 
and creation. A nationally respected musician in genres 
ranging from African, Cuban, and Latin drumming to jazz, 
blues, and big band, Collins is also the proprietor of K.C. 
Productions. 

AXIS Dance (Dance)
Prepare to leave all your preconceptions 
at the door. AXIS Dance Company, 
one of the world’s most acclaimed and 
innovative ensembles of performers 
with and without disabilities, will change 

the way you think about dance and the possibilities of 
the human body forever. Founded in 1987, AXIS has 
become a jewel of the contemporary dance scene and 
the disability community. AXIS has paved the way for a 
powerful contemporary dance form—physically integrated 
dance—performing in more than 60 cities nationwide, 
as well as in Europe and Siberia. AXIS is also known for 
its unparalleled Dance Access education and outreach 
program and partner youth component, Dance Access/
KIDS!, both of which offer a kaleidoscope of events for 
adults and youth of all abilities.  Photo: Trib LaPrade

Fred Beam (Theater)
Fred Michael Beam is an internationally 
acclaimed dancer, actor, poet, educator, 
director, and choreographer for 
numerous stage, film, and television 
productions. He received the top 

Individual Artist Award of the 2006 Maryland State 
Arts Council Solo Theatrical Performance, the Lowes 
Leadership Award, and was named one of Essence 
Magazine’s “Real Men of the Year.” His one-man show, 
Black Deaf Male: Who Am I?, features a dramatic and 
provocative vision of his life experience. His work was 
selected as a finalist for the Media Access Awards. He is 
currently executive director of Invisible Hands Inc., which 
promotes deaf awareness through the performing arts.
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Josh Blue (Comedy)
Perhaps best known as the comedian 
who puts the “cerebral” in cerebral palsy, 
Josh Blue exploded onto the national 
comedy scene by capturing the attention 
of the country as the winner of NBC’s 

Last Comic Standing in 2006. Having already established 
himself as one of the most sought-after comedians on 
the college circuit, Blue turned out weekly appearances 
during the run of Last Comic that expanded his fan base 
exponentially. Most recently, Blue debuted a new special, 
Comedy Central Presents: Josh Blue, which received rave 
reviews from fans and critics alike. Possessed with an 
undeniable likeability and comedic timing that belies his 
youthfulness, Blue continues to break down stereotypes 
of people with disabilities, one laugh at a time. 

Blue has appeared as a regular guest star on Comedy 
Central’s Mind of Mencia, and his story has been featured 
on Fox, CBS, ABC, and MSNBC. He was the first 
comedian to perform stand-up on The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show, was named Best Winning Reality Show Guest for 
his appearance on Live with Regis and Kelly, and made 
a standout guest appearance on Comics Unleashed. He 
became the first comedian to debut a stand-up special 
on the big screen when 7 More Days in the Tank was 
shown in theaters across the country. Portions of the 
performance also aired on Bravo Network as a half-hour 
comedy special. 

Blue is a repeat guest on such nationally syndicated 
radio programs as NPR’s Talk of the Nation and The 
Mancow Show, and has been featured in numerous print 
publications including People and The New York Times. 
He has also performed at the prestigious HBO–Aspen 
Comedy Festival, Comedy Central’s South Beach Comedy 
Festival, and the Comedy Festival in Las Vegas. Blue 
has even become an Internet sensation, with his top two 
YouTube videos approaching two million plays. In addition 
to his extensive schedule of stand-up tour dates, Blue 
maintains an active role on the U.S. Paralympic Soccer 
Team and competed in Athens at the Paralympic Games, 
the world’s second-largest sporting event. Photo: Melanie 
Watson

Blue Eyed Soul 
Dance Company (Dance)
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company is a 
pioneer in the development of inclusive 
dance in the U.K. It embraces ‘difference’ 
and produces exemplary creative 

partnerships between disabled and non-disabled people 
of all ages. Since its inception in 1994, Blue Eyed Soul has 

created a distinctive and authentic dance repertoire that 
has earned it recognition and acclaim locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

The company’s work is rooted in the rural communities 
of Shropshire, U. K., bringing in artists and nurturing local 
talent to create performance, video and site-specific 
work accessible to a wide spectrum of audiences. Blue 
Eyed Soul’s education and outreach work strives to 
develop creative partnerships between disabled and non-
disabled people and is often conducted in tandem with 
performance tours. 
 

Catherine Branch (Music)
Catherine Branch is a passionate 
advocate for integrating disability 
advocacy and the arts. As a flutist 
with cerebral palsy, she holds a unique 
perspective on music’s ability to act as 

an instigator of positive change. In 2008, Branch was 
awarded a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to research 
the role of art in social activism around the world. During 
her travels she began the Music of Difference concert 
project: a series of performance events whose goal is to 
encourage positive conversations about diversity. She 
graduated in 2008 from Rice University and is currently 
completing her master of music degree as a scholarship 
student at the Eastman School of Music. Photo: David 
Long

Steven Brown (Literary)
Steven Brown likes to tell stories. 
Sometimes he writes stories in articles, 
poems, and monographs. Other times 
he speaks stories. When he became an 
advocate of disability culture he quickly 

realized promoting people’s stories worked best for what 
he wanted to convey. Author of the book Movie Stars and 
Sensuous Scars: Essays on the Journey from Disability 
Shame to Disability Pride, he’s associate professor at the 
Center on Disability Studies at the University of Hawaii 
and cofounder of the Institute on Disability Culture. He’s 
convinced not only that everyone has a story, but we also 
want to share our stories with others.

Kathy Buckley (Comedy)
Billed as “America’s First Hearing 
Impaired Comedienne,” Kathy Buckley 
is a five-time American Comedy Award 
Nominee as Best Stand-Up Female 
Comedienne and the winner of countless 

other awards for her work. Her television appearances 
include The Tonight Show, Good Morning America, 
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CBS This Morning, The Today Show, Entertainment 
Tonight, Extra, Inside Edition, CNN, HBO, VH1’s Stand-
Up Spotlight, Comic Strip Live, Evening at the Improv, 
and Caroline’s Comedy Hour. E! Entertainment named 
her one of the “World’s Most Intriguing Women” in their 
original special. In addition to performing comedy, Buckley 
is an actress known for her costarring roles in TV series 
including Touched by an Angel, and she starred in her own 
original award-winning PBS special, No Labels, No Limits! 

Amy Lynn Budd (Theater)
Amy Lynn Budd is a theater director, 
performer, and producer based in 
Providence, Rhode Island. She has 
directed plays for NewGate Theatre, 
Perishable Theatre, Brown University’s 

MFA Playwriting Program, All Children’s Theatre Ensemble, 
the Manton Avenue Project, Riverside Theatre in Iowa City, 
Iowa, and Indiana State University. As Iris Khalida, she 
has belly danced at a wide variety of special events and 
private parties in Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Budd’s 
burlesque alter ego, Lady Miss Iris, appears regularly at 
fundraisers and rock shows. Budd serves as associate 
producer for singer/actress Rose Weaver’s independent 
performance projects, teaches acting independently and 
through All Children’s Theatre, and performs arts education 
research for Rhode Island Arts Learning Network. 

Papa Henry Butler and the 
Steamin’ Syncopators  
(Music)
In the 1920s, steamboats from New 
Orleans threaded their way up and down 

the Mississippi River, carrying not only passengers and 
commercial cargo but something even more precious: 
seminal American culture in the form of jazz music. Nearly 
100 years later, Henry Butler effectively moves back in 
time with his New Orleans traditional jazz group, Papa 
Henry and the Steamin’ Syncopators. An evening with the 
Syncopators is as good as a night on the river.

Originally formed in conjunction with the Satchmo 
Summerfest, an annual New Orleans event honoring 
the birthday of Louis Armstrong, the Syncopators’ first 
performance was onboard the riverboat Natchez. For that 
event, Butler chose to focus on Armstrong’s membership 
in Fate Marable’s landmark band, arguably the most 
important New Orleans band at the time and a huge draw 
on the riverboats. To prepare, Butler went to Tulane’s 
Hogan Jazz Archives not just for material but for the actual 

arrangements Marable himself used. “The repertoire is part 
of the culture and I’m part of the culture,” says Butler. “It 
rings with me. I identify with it musically.”

So do the other members of the Syncopators. Some of 
the musicians who fill the seats in Papa Henry’s Steamin’ 
Syncopators can trace their roots back to Marable’s men, 
and all have spent their lives playing New Orleans music. 
But because they are in high demand, membership in 
this elite group is fluid. That, too, is a lively aspect of New 
Orleans music: the ever-changing, ever-fresh dialogue 
among artists, all of whom have the music in their blood. 
The result is exceptional musicianship, strong ensemble 
work on historic arrangements, full-on swing, and a heart-
lifting sense of fun. Louis Armstrong wouldn’t have it any 
other way. Photo: Shannon Brinkman

Azariah Tan Peng Chay
(Music)
Azariah Tan Peng Chay is a third-year 
piano major studying with Albert Tiu at the 
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, 
National University of Singapore. He has 

received numerous awards including first prize at the 2009 
National Piano and Violin Competition and at the 2005 
Trinity College of London Music Competition in Singapore, 
and second prize at the Third ASEAN Chopin Competition 
in Kuala Lumpur (2008), among others. He is also the 
recipient of the 2009 VSA International Young Soloists 
Award. He was diagnosed with bilateral sensorineural 
hearing loss at the age of four and has persevered in his 
study of music to achieve his wish to be an accomplished 
musician. 

China Disabled People’s 
Performing Art Troupe 
(Dance)
China Disabled People’s Performing 
Art Troupe, founded in 1987, bears the 

dreams of people with disabilities, creates art that delights 
audiences, purifies the soul with truth, honesty, and 
virtue, and delivers friendship with sincerity. The troupe 
has traveled to more than 40 countries throughout Asia, 
Europe, North America, Africa, and the Oceania region. 
The China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe flies 
its own unique banner within the performing arts world; its 
members have been referred to as “messengers of beauty 
and humanity.” 
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CIM–Integrated 
Multidisciplinary  
Company (Dance)
In 2007 Vo’Arte Association, in 
partnership with Lisbon Association of 

Cerebral Palsy and the Calouste Gulbenkian Centre of 
Rehabilitation of Cerebral Palsy, created CIM–Integrated 
Multidisciplinary Company. CIM is an inclusive dance 
company composed of professional dancers, individuals 
with cerebral palsy, and caregivers. CIM works in 
collaboration with a psychologist, an occupational 
therapist, and various assistants in order to achieve its 
goals of facilitating mobility, creativity, and communication 
between the public and the artists. The company’s 
executive director is A. Roque and its coordinator is Célia 
Carmona.

John Austin Connolly 
(Theater)
John Austin Connolly was born in Dublin, 
Ireland, where he currently lives and 
writes. He holds a Ph.D. in psychology 
and an masters in scriptwriting. In 2004 

his children’s play, Who Killed Granny? was given a 
staged reading at the Kilkenny Arts Festival. In 2006, two 
works were short-listed for the Fishamble: The New Play 
Company Temple Bar Diversions Festival. In 2007, his play 
The Boys from Siam won the inaugural Yale Drama Series 
Award and was selected by Edward Albee to receive the 
David Horn prize. This was given a staged reading by The 
Yale Repertory Theatre, and published by Yale University 
Press in 2008. In 2008 and 2009 Crochet and The Body 
were short-listed for the Francis MacManus short story 
competition, and broadcast by RTE Radio 1. In 2009 his 
play, Dylan, Thomasina and Me, won the PJ O’Connor 
National RTE Radio 1 Drama Award. He has completed 
his new stage play, Altered Selves. 

Marleena Coulston (Music)
Marleena Coulston is active in promoting 
positive disability awareness through 
music and teaching. In addition to her 
work directing the Braille Institute’s 
Johnny Mercer Children’s Choir in 

Los Angeles, she has performed throughout southern 
California in various musical theater productions and as a 
solo artist at numerous festivals and concert venues. She 
appeared at the VSA Start with the Arts Family Festival in 
Washington, D.C., and on Capitol Hill for Arts Advocacy 

Day. Legally blind from birth due to albinism, Coulston’s 
one-woman cabaret show, Thank You for the Music, tells 
the story of her life and how music played a vital role in her 
journey to believing in herself. Photo: Lawrence Lau

Dagipoli Dance Company 
(Dance)
Started in 2004 in Athens, Greece, 
Dagipoli Dance Company comprises a 
core company of dancers with disabilities 
(Giorgos Christakis, founder, along with 

Eirini Zahara and Christos Kypriotis) who collaborate 
with various other artists. The company’s main objective 
is to explore the limits of the human body, the human 
imagination, and the human soul as they emerge through 
improvisation, shaping the revelations that arise into a 
music-dance event. Disability is seen as an alternative 
means to perform, not as a physical or psychological 
barrier. 

Dance Place (Dance)
The mission of Dance Place/D.C. Wheel 
Productions Inc. is to transform lives 

through performing arts and creative education programs 
that inspire personal growth, professional success, 
physical wellness, and community engagement. D.C. 
Wheel Productions Inc. maintains a permanent arts center, 
Dance Place, which is the home base for the group’s 
presentations, dance school, and youth program offerings. 
Dance Place is committed to serving diverse populations 
through a wide variety of affordable and free programs, 
and actively engaging in community revitalization through 
partnerships with other organizations. 

The Dancing Wheels 
Company (Dance)
The Dancing Wheels Company is 
proud to be recognized worldwide as 
America’s first physically integrated 
dance company. In 1980, Founding 

Artistic Director Mary Verdi-Fletcher revolutionized 
the concept of physically integrated dance, opening 
the doors for thousands of artists with and without 
disabilities to perform together on an equal basis. Offering 
programs such as lecture performances, workshops, and 
master classes, and performances ranging from guest 
appearances to full mainstage concerts, the Dancing 
Wheels Company educates, entertains, and advocates 
through inclusive dance worldwide.
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Steve Daunt (Theater)
Steve Daunt cut his dramatic teeth in 
Trinity College Dublin while studying 
English. He was an active member of DU 
Players where he acted and directed. 
He has written small scale scripts for the 

last 10 years including contributing to Disability Cabaret 
in the early 2000s. How Very Normal is an affectionate 
meditation on friendship. Daunt currently works as a 
Researcher for Newstalk106-108. 

Guywood Dela Cruz 
(Music)
Guywood Dela Cruz is a self-taught 
singer and musician. A native Hawaiian, 
Dela Cruz plays a Native American flute 
and ukulele. He lost his vision during a 

tumor operation when he was eight years old. Dela Cruz 
hopes to encourage people who may think a disability 
ends their world. Dela Cruz is also a self-employed 
massage therapist. 

Martin Deschamps (Music)
Quebec rocker Martin Deschamps bursts 
onto the stage with performances sure to 
bring the house down. An award-winning 
singer, songwriter, and artist, Deschamps 
was named best vocalist in Québec’s 

L’Empire des Futures Stars competition. His first album, 
Comme je Suis, sold more than 75,000 copies, spawned 
three hit singles, and three Félix Awards nominations: 
Best New Artist, Best Rock Album, and Best Single. His 
second album, Différent, was recorded live and earned 
him the coveted Félix Award for Performance of the Year 
by a Songwriter-Performer. His agility, ease, infectiously 
positive personality and enthusiastic, energetic, and wide-
ranging musical style are sure to enthrall all who attend. 

Briana Duensing (Music)
Briana Duensing grew up in Ormond 
Beach, Florida, playing the piano from 
the time she could climb up onto a 
piano bench. She demonstrated an early 
love and gift for classical music. By the 

time she was diagnosed with autism at age six, she was 
already performing in school and church. In both her junior 
and senior years of high school, she won the VSA Florida 
Young Soloists Award. Duensing attended the University 
of North Carolina School of the Arts and studied piano 
under Professor Clifton Matthews. Her goal is to become 
a concert pianist.

Kosala Uditha Kumara 
Dullewa (Dance)
Kosala Uditha Kumara Dullewa, a 
performing artist from Sri Lanka, 
showed a natural talent for music and 
dance at an early age. He trained with 

renowned dance teachers and made his first public 
solo performance, Diriya Narthana, in 2004. In 2006, 
a foundation was established in his name to support 
children with disabilities to nurture their talent and skills. 
Born with Down syndrome, Dullewa has received many 
awards, including the Excellent Children of the Nation 
Award at the World’s Children Day and Gold Medal/All 
Island Winner at the Annual Competitive Festivals of the 
British and International Federation. 

James Ferris (Literary)
James Ferris seeks to use language to 
create experience for readers, viewers, 
audiences—moments of clarity, intense 
vexation, and something like joy. His 
disability experience deeply informs his 

work. He is the author of Facts of Life and the award-
winning book The Hospital Poems. His writing has 
appeared in dozens of publications, including The Georgia 
Review, Poetry Daily, Michigan Quarterly Review, and Text 
and Performance Quarterly. Past president of the Society 
for Disability Studies and winner of multiple teaching 
awards, Ferris holds the Ability Center Endowed Chair in 
Disability Studies at the University of Toledo. 

Anne Finger (Literary)
Finger is a writer of fiction, both short 
stories and a novel, as well as of creative 
nonfiction. Her short story collection 
Call Me Ahab, winner of the Prairie 
Schooner Award, was published in the 

fall of 2009 by the University of Nebraska Press. She has 
published four other books. Her short fiction has appeared 
in The Southern Review, Kenyon Review, Discourse, and 
Ploughshares. She has taught creative writing at the 
university level as well as workshops in the community. 
She has also been awarded residencies at Yaddo, 
Djerassi, Centrum, and Hedgebrook. She lives in Oakland, 
California.
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Fishamble: The New Play 
Company/Arts Disability 
Ireland (Literary)
Fishamble is an award-winning, 
internationally acclaimed company 

dedicated to the discovery, development, and production 
of new work for the Irish stage. Over the past 22 
years, the company has produced numerous award-
winning and highly acclaimed plays by first-time and 
established playwrights. Fishamble has brought this work 
to audiences throughout Ireland as well as in England, 
Scotland, the United States, Canada, Bulgaria, Romania, 
France, Germany, Iceland, and the Czech Republic. Earlier 
in 2010, Fishamble brought its production of Forgotten by 
Pat Kinevane to the Irish Arts Center in New York, BCA in 
Boston, and Source Theater in Washington, D.C. During 
2008 and 2009, the company toured its multiple-award-
winning The Pride of Parnell Street by Sebastian Barry 
internationally, including at New York’s 59E59 Theaters 
as part of the First Irish Festival and to the Festival of 
Arts and Ideas in New Haven. Fishamble is delighted to 
be presenting Turning Point in collaboration with Arts & 
Disability Ireland as part of the 2010 International VSA 
Festival. Photo: Gerard Blanch

Arts & Disability Ireland (ADI) strives to promote the 
engagement of people with disabilities in the arts at the 
highest level, as audience members, artists, performers, 
participants, advisors, and employees. Positioning itself 
to have significant impact on the arts and disability sector 
in Ireland, ADI’s goals are to provide artistic programming 
that includes performances, exhibition, published writing, 
and artistic skills workshops, in addition to encouraging 
disability interests in arts organizations and arts interests 
in disability organizations. ADI currently offers the 
Counterbalance integrated dance project and the Quick 
Bright Things Theatre Company for people with learning 
disabilities. Services provided include audio description for 
theater and Arts Focused Disability Equality Training. ADI 
became a VSA affiliate in 1989. 

Forró No Escuro (Music)
Forró is Brazil’s most popular and 
accessible musical style. The accordion-
driven sound of Brazil’s country music 
was born in the northeastern Ceará and 
Pernambuco states. This upbeat, super-

catchy dance music is based around the trio of accordion, 
triangle, and zabumba (bass drum). The members of 
Forró No Escuro, some of whom have low vision, met as 

students and have since performed their brand of forró 
in hundreds of shows throughout Brazil and around the 
world. 

Quamon Fowler (Music)
Fort Worth, Texas’ own Quamon Fowler 
received the 2001 VSA International 
Young Soloists Award, which afforded 
him his first performance at the Kennedy 
Center. The next two years he returned 

to the Kennedy Center with the Betty Carter Jazz Ahead 
Program. Fowler earned his master’s degree from Texas 
Tech University while continuing to record and tour. His 
composition “The Reinforcement” was selected in 2007 
as one of the top three compositions in the first annual 
ASCAP Foundation Young Jazz Composer’s Awards 
Competition. In 2008 he won again with his compositions 
“Special Delivery” and “Within a Love So True.” Fowler, 
who has low vision, received third place in the 2008 
Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition. Photo: 
Torrence Williams

Melody Gardot (Music)
With her debut album Worrisome Heart, 
Melody Gardot displayed her instinctive 
gift for transforming the traditions of 
jazz and blues with her “personal kiss of 
life.” But even her most ardent admirers 

will be amazed at the giant creative leap forward she 
has taken with the follow-up, My One and Only Thrill. 
Mixing Latin rhythms, finger-snapping blues, and deep, 
smoldering torch songs, it’s an album that seems to have 
been shaped from several lifetimes of love, loss, and 
longing. Though Gardot is still only in her twenties, the 
rapturous reception accorded to Worrisome Heart by fans 
and critics meant that she suddenly found her life moving 
at triple speed, as she and her band bounced among 
gigs, hotels, and airports as demand blossomed across 
several continents. Despite her exacting schedule, she 
made sure that her plans for My One and Only Thrill were 
painstakingly laid. 

Dame Evelyn Glennie 
(Music)
Dame Evelyn Glennie is the first person 
in musical history to successfully create 
and sustain a full-time career as a 
solo percussionist. As one of the most 

eclectic and innovative musicians on the scene today, 
she constantly redefines the goals and expectations of 
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percussion. By combining superb technique, a profound 
appreciation of the visual, and her astonishing musicality, 
Glennie creates performances of such vitality that they 
almost constitute a new type of performance. 

Evelyn Glennie gives more than 100 performances a year 
worldwide, performing with the greatest conductors, 
orchestras, and artists. Her diversity of collaborations 
have included performances with artists such as Nana 
Vasoncelos, Kodo, Bela Fleck, Bjork, Bobby McFerrin, 
Emmanuel Ax, Sting, Kings Singers, Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir, and Fred Frith. She has commissioned 150 new 
works for solo percussion from many of the world’s most 
eminent composers and also composes and records 
music for film and television.

Glennie’s recording career has been as illustrious as her 
performing and composing career. Her first CD won her 
a Grammy in 1988; two Grammy nominations followed, 
one of which she won in 2002 for a collaboration with 
Bela Fleck. Despite working a relentless schedule, she is 
in constant demand to release new recordings (25 so far). 
Photo James Wilson

Outside of actual performance the Evelyn Glennie brand 
is constantly exploring other areas of creativity—writing a 
bestselling autobiography, Good Vibrations; collaborating 
with the renowned film director Thomas Riedelsheimer 
on the film Touch the Sound; presenting two series of her 
own television programs (Soundbites) for the BBC; and 
regularly appearing on television across the world (The 
David Letterman Show, Sesame Street, 60 Minutes, and 
many more). After 20 years in the music business Glennie 
has begun teaching privately, allowing her to explore the 
world of sound therapy as a means of communication.

In 1993 Glennie was awarded the OBE (Officer of the 
British Empire). This was extended in 2007 to Dame 
Commander for her services to music, and to date she 
has received more than eighty international awards. She 
is brimming with ideas to improve the experience for the 
audience and continues to redefine the very format of live 
performance itself.

Narimichi Kawabata (Music)
Narimichi Kawabata made his sensational 
debut as a violinist after graduating first 
in his class from the Royal Academy 
of Music, the second person ever in 
the Academy’s long history to receive 

Special Artist Status. Becoming one of the most desired 
soloists in Japan to perform regularly at top venues such 

as Suntory Hall, Kawabata dedicates a significant amount 
of his time to charity, driven by a childhood accident that 
left him visually impaired. Kwabata’s music is known to be 
imaginative, elegant, and tasteful, with natural musicality 
supported by rock-solid technique. United Kingdom press 
described his sold-out performance at Wigmore Hall in 
2000 as “a dialogue that was almost conversational but 
accentuated the beauty of the delicate arabesques at 
every turn.”

Salif Keita (Music)
For more than 40 years Salif Keita has 
been the goldsmith of modern Malian 
music, tirelessly pursuing his craft by 
extending musical frontiers in a constant 
quest for new ways to make records. 

In the course of his travels, Salif Keita never put aside 
his Mande roots and culture. A pioneering singer and 
composer, he made his first appearance in the avant-
garde of music thanks to his vocal exploits with the Rail 
Band and the Ambassadeurs, two of the greatest Malian 
orchestras of the ‘70s, before he became one of the great 
revelations of the nascent world music genre after his solo 
debut with the album Soro in 1987. 

After such later classics as Moffou in 2002 and M’Bemba 
in 2005, today he beautifully brings the decade to a 
close with La Différence, the third chapter of his acoustic 
trilogy released by Universal Jazz. Salif Keita is a man in 
perpetual motion. Instead of remaining bound by tradition, 
he has stayed on the edge where musical evolution is 
concerned, and particularly the technology that makes 
evolution possible. His new album, the jewel in a crown of 
sumptuous arrangements, proves it.

Born with albinism, Salif Keita had a clear skin color that 
was an ill omen in the ancestral Mali where he grew into a 
man. “I’m a black man, my skin is white and I like it, it’s my 
difference/I’m a white man, my blood is black, I love that, 
it’s the difference that’s pretty,” he sings in La différence, 
the title track from his album and its first single. He says it 
all in this hymn to tolerance, a song in which he expresses 
his artistic convictions as he has rarely done before.

Stephen Kennedy (Theater)
Stephen Kennedy  is originally from 
Drogheda, but he has lived and worked 
in Dublin, Ireland, for the last ten years. 
Stephen, who is partially sighted, has 
had his poetry published in literary 
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magazines like The Stinging Fly and Riposte, and his short 
fiction has appeared in Books Ireland. In 2008 Stephen 
had a long poem, “Do You Know What Really Annoys The 
Arse Off Me?,” published in the New Irish Writing section 
of the Sunday Tribune. This poem went on to be 
shortlisted in the prestigious Hennessey XO Poetry 
Awards. In 2004 Stephen had a radio play, The Loony 
News, shortlisted for RTE Radio’s PJ O’Connor Awards. In 
2008 Stephen wrote, directed, and produced three short 
plays in a show called Sex! Three Short Plays (with very 
little to do with sex). This show had a successful run at the 
New Theatre in Temple Bar. A new collection of short 
plays by Stephen was recently presented in the New 
Theatre.

Patti LaBelle (Music)
Although she seemed to be an overnight 
success when her charttopping hit “Lady 
Marmalade” was released in 1975, Patti 
LaBelle had been paying her dues for 
several years before “‘Lady” became 

her breakout song. Her first performance venue was in a 
church, singing gospel songs with Philadelphia’s Beulah 
Baptist Church choir. By 1961 she had formed the quartet 
Blue Belles and by 1965, three of the group’s recordings 
had made the R&B charts. They performed in major 
Northeast cities and signed with Atlantic who released 
their first album.
 
In 1971 Vicki Wickham, a British television producer, 
took over the Blue Belles’ management and transformed 
them into LaBelle. But it wasn’t until their session with 
producer Allen Toussaint in New Orleans produced the 
million-selling single “Lady Marmalade” and their first 
gold album—Nightbirds—that LaBelle crossed over into 
the mainstream pop charts. Two albums later, the group 
decided to split up, and Ms. LaBelle’s solo career took 
off. In 1977 her self-titled debut included the hits “Joy to 
Have Your Love” and “You Are My Friend.” Throughout the 
1980s LaBelle had several R&B hits, including “If Only You 
Knew,” “Stir it Up,” “New Attitude,” and her unforgettable 
No.1 hit, “On My Own,” a duet with Michael McDonald. In 
1991 she had three back-to-back Top 5 R&B hits, “Feels 
Like Another One,” “Somebody Loves You Baby (You 
Know Who It Is),” and “When You’ve Been Blessed (Feels 
Like Heaven).”
 
In 2000 she released her final album for the MCA label, 
When a Woman Loves. Ms. LaBelle released a new album 
in 2004 under Island Def Jam, Timeless Journey, which 

featured the hit “A New Day,” reaching No. 16 on the 
Billboard 200. In 2006 Ms. LaBelle issued a gospel album 
on an independent label titled The Gospel According to 
Patti LaBelle that peaked at No. 1 on the Gospel chart. 
Def Jam released her second holiday album, Miss Patti’s 
Christmas, in 2007. 2008 saw Ms. LaBelle reunite with 
Nona Hendryx and Sarah Dash to release Verve Records’ 
Back to Now. Ms. LaBelle has also received many honors 
and awards, including eight Grammy nominations and the 
1992 Grammy Award for Best R&B Vocal Performance; 
Seven NAACP Image Awards; Two American Music 
Awards; a Cable Ace Award; three honorary doctorates 
from Cambridge University, Drexel University, and 
Berklee College of Music; and her own star on the fabled 
Hollywood Boulevard Walk of Fame. In June 2009 she 
was honored at New York’s Apollo Theater after she was 
inducted to the Apollo Legends Hall of Fame. She has a 
signature line of cosmetics, a bestselling autobiography, 
and a new cookbook.
 
While Ms. Labelle’s celebrated career has been more than 
laudable, she has also survived personal strife. Within 
a ten-year period, she lost her mother, three sisters, 
and best friend to diabetes and cancer. Also a diabetic, 
Ms.Labelle has been pro-active in the fight against the 
very disease that claimed her mother’s life. She serves 
as a spokeswoman for the National Medical Association, 
the National Minority AIDS Council‘s “Live Long, Sugar” 
campaign, and the American Diabetes Association. Ms. 
LaBelle appeared in Debbie Allen’s Soul Possessed, 
commissioned by the Kennedy Center, in October 1999 in 
the Eisenhower Theater.

Lake Rise Place (Music)
Lake Rise Place is a jazz/pop trio 
performing songs made famous by 
legends such as Ray Charles, as well 
as their own original compositions. For 
the past year and a half, the trio has 

performed at venues including the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum, Dollywood, Tennessee Performing 
Arts Center, and at other special events. In addition, Lake 
Rise Place was selected as a 2010 VSA Tennessee Young 
Soloists Award winner. The three teens from the suburbs 
of Nashville include bassist Caleb Shown, drummer 
Christian Kissinger, and pianist/vocalist Elliott McClain, 
who has been blind since birth. 
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Brett Leake (Comedy)
Brett Leake worked as a stand-up 
comedian from 1983 until 1997, when he 
began performing as a sit-down stand-
up comedian. In 1991, he became the 
first comedian with a disability to appear 

on NBC’s The Tonight Show. In 2003, public broadcasting 
stations began running his hour-long comedy special, 
Laughing Matters with Brett Leake. Most recently, Leake 
received both the National Humor Treasure Award for his 
contributions to the field of life-affirming positive comedy 
and the Governor of Virginia’s Caregiver Recognition Award 
for his role in providing live-in care for his dad. Leake has 
facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy, a hereditary, 
progressive neuromuscular disease. 

Prudence Mabhena (Music)
Prudence Mabhena, a dynamic vocalist, 
has the unique ability to communicate with 
audiences from all walks of life. A native 
of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Ms. Mabhena 
is the lead singer of the band Liyana 

and the subject of the critically acclaimed film Music by 
Prudence, which won the 2009 Academy Award for Best 
Documentary, Short Subject. She also composes music in 
a wide range of styles and on many topics. Ms. Mabhena, 
who has arthrogryposis—a condition that deforms the 
joints, teaches music at King George VI School and Centre 
for Children with Physical Disabilities in Bulawayo, and also 
choreographs and teaches dance. Her voice has drawn 
comparisons to the great South African liberation singer, 
Miriam Makeba.

Lynn Manning (Literary)
Lynn Manning is an award-winning poet, 
playwright, actor, and former World 
Champion of Blind Judo based in Los 
Angeles. Originally a visual artist, Manning 
turned to literature after being shot and 

blinded at age 23. He now paints with words. His work 
has been featured in a variety of literary magazines and 
anthologies—most recently, Voices from Leimert Park; 
Beyond Victims and Villains: Contemporary Plays by 
Disabled Playwrights; and Weights: One Blind Man’s 
Journey. Manning has performed his critically acclaimed 
solo play, Weights, from L.A. to off-Broadway, from 
Edinburgh to Adelaide, and from Croatia to the United 
Kingdom.

Marlee Matlin (Actor)
Marlee Matlin received worldwide critical 
acclaim for her film debut in Paramount 
Pictures’ Children of a Lesser God, for 
which she received the Academy Award 
for Best Actress. At 21, she became the 

youngest recipient of the Best Actress Oscar and only one 
of four actresses to receive the honor for a film debut. In 
addition to the Oscar, Matlin received the Golden Globe 
Award for Best Actress in a Drama. She has starred in the 
feature films The Player, Hear No Evil, It’s My Party, and 
What the Bleep Do We Know.

Matlin made her TV debut starring opposite Lee Remick in 
CBS’ Bridge to Silence, a film that marked her first speaking 
role. She also starred in her own NBC series, Reasonable 
Doubts, opposite Mark Harmon, and in the Emmy Award–
winning Picket Fences for CBS. Matlin was twice nominated 
for Best Actress in a Drama for both the Golden Globe 
and People’s Choice Awards, and has been nominated for 
four Emmys for her guest appearances on Seinfeld, Picket 
Fences, The Practice, and Law and Order: SVU. She also 
starred for seven years on the award-winning drama The 
West Wing, and has made numerous guest appearances 
including ER, CSI: New York, Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition, and Desperate Housewives. In 2007, she joined the 
cast of the groundbreaking Showtime series The L Word, 
and in 2008 challenged America to “read my hips” when 
she starred on ABC’s Dancing with the Stars.

In 1994, Matlin was appointed by President Clinton to the 
Corporation for National Service, served as chairperson 
for National Volunteer Week, and was honored in a Rose 
Garden ceremony. She served on the VSA Board of 
Directors from 1997 to 2006. Matlin currently serves as 
a national celebrity spokesperson for the American Red 
Cross and was instrumental in getting legislation passed in 
Congress in support of closed captioning. She also serves 
on the boards of a number of charitable organizations, 
including the Children Affected by AIDS Foundation and 
Easter Seals. She has authored three novels for children: 
Deaf Child Crossing, Nobody’s Perfect, and Leading 
Ladies, and in 2009, published her New York Times 
bestselling autobiography, I’ll Scream Later. Matlin makes 
her home in the Los Angeles area with her husband, 
law enforcement officer Kevin Grandalski, and their four 
children.
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Rosaleen McDonagh 
(Theater)Rosaleen McDonagh is a 
Traveller woman with a disability. She is a 
graduate of Trinity College Dublin. Her 
primary degree is in theological and 
biblical studies. She has two masters 

degrees, one in the area of ethnic & racial studies and the 
second in creative writing. She was one of the founders of 
The Independent Living Movement in Ireland. She worked 
in Pavee Point Traveller Centre for eight years as manager 
of the Violence Against Women Program. Rosaleen has 
extensive experience of working at a policy level in the 
NGO sector covering areas of Traveller Women’s and 
Disabled Women’s Human Rights. Currently Rosaleen is 
involved with Minceirs Whiden, a Traveller-only forum. She 
has run for the senate twice. Rosaleen is an associated 
writer with Project Arts Centre, Dublin, and has had two 
plays produced, Baby Doll and Stuck. Currently she is 
working on her new theatre piece, Arrangements, which 
will be produced by the Project in 2010 2011.

Raul Midón (Music)
Search for “Raul Midón” on YouTube 
and you’ll find a clip of the New York-
based vocalist, guitarist, and songwriter 
appearing on The Late Show With David 
Letterman in 2006. Performing “State of 

Mind,” the title track from his 2005 debut album, Midón 
unleashes a silky, soulful tenor and dazzling percussive 
guitar style—a syncopated, flamenco- and jazz-infused 
approach in which bass, harmony, and melodic lines 
emanate from the fretboard in one slap-happy storm. If 
that weren’t enough, Midón busts out his improvisational 
mouth horn technique, in which he creates a bebop 
“trumpet” solo entirely with his lips, earning himself 
a spontaneous burst of mid-song applause from the 
audience in the process. It’s a virtuosic performance, and 
one that reveals what has made Midón such an exciting 
artist to watch over the past few years. 

The New Mexico native funnels all that creativity and 
fiery passion into his third album, Synthesis, which was 
released in the U.S. in April. A genre-defying blend of soul, 
pop, jazz, folk, and Latin elements, Synthesis showcases 
Midón’s evolution as an artist as he sets some of his more 
biting insights about betrayal, fear, loss, and the American 
Dream to deceptively up-tempo swinging rhythms and 
deliriously catchy melodies. While “Never Really Gave,” 
“Don’t Take It That Way,” and “Invisible Chains” crackle 
with tart observation, songs like “Next Generation,” “Call 

My Name,” and “Moment to Moment” strike a more 
uplifting tone.

Midón, who is blind, made a name for himself touring 
throughout the U.S., Europe, and Japan, including 
prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy 
Center, and Joe’s Pub. NPR referred to him an artist “who 
contributes something lasting to the musical landscape,” 
and Guitar Player called Midón “one of those rare musical 
forces that reminds how strong and deep the connection 
between man and music can sometimes be.” 

John C. McGinley (Theater)
John C. McGinley’s path to stardom is a 
story that reads like a classic Hollywood 
script. While an understudy in New York 
in the Circle-In-The-Square production 
of John Patrick Shanley’s Danny and the 

Deep Blue Sea, he was spotted by director Oliver Stone 
and soon after was cast in Platoon, the first of a long list 
of collaborations between Stone and McGinley which 
includes Wall Street, Talk Radio, Born on the Fourth of 
July, Nixon and Any Given Sunday. 

His has a solid commitment to the independent film 
community as well as the studio system. He appeared in 
director Eriq La Salle’s Crazy As Hell and director Scott 
Silver’s Johns. He also worked on Truth or Consequences, 
N.M., Kiefer Sutherland’s feature directorial debut; 
and on Colin Fitz, a film John C. co-produced which 
premiered in competition at the 1997 Sundance Film 
Festival. He recently starred in director D.B. Sweeney’s 
independent feature, Two Tickets to Paradise, which 
received raves on the festival circuit. For his performance 
in the later film, John C. was awarded Method Fest’s 
Festival Director’s Award, which is awarded for special 
recognition/excellence in film. He is a partner at McGinley 
Entertainment Inc., an independent film production 
company with several projects currently in development.  

For television, he has received rave reviews for his work in 
the Emmy-nominated medical comedy series, Scrubs. He 
executive-produced and starred opposite John Cusack in 
HBO Pictures’ western, The Jack Bull, directed by John 
Badham; and he appeared in HBO NYC’s The Pentagon 
Wars.

In addition to film and TV, John C.’s background is 
heavily rooted in theater. He was featured on Broadway 
in Requiem for a Heavyweight and off-Broadway in The 
Ballad of Soapy Smith.
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He has authored the upcoming book, The Untalkative 
Bunny:  How To Be Heard Without Saying a Word. The 
book is a fascinating exploration of “active listening” 
and a guide to being a keener practitioner of non verbal 
communication.

As the father of Max, his twelve-year-old son with Down 
syndrome, John C. is committed to building awareness 
and acceptance of people with Down syndrome. He 
is currently serving in his seventh year as the national 
spokesperson for the National Down Syndrome Society’s 
annual Buddy Walks, advocacy walks talking place in 
hundreds of cities across the United States and Canada in 
the fall.  

MO2 Productions (Theater)
MO2 Productions presents the creations 
of Monique Holt and Tim Chamberlain. 
They create interdisciplinary theater 
pieces involving various modalities, 
without any one subordinating another. 

These creations may include text, visual or sonic art, 
theatrical or dance performance, film or animations, as 
well as conventional narrative forms. The goal is the 
creation of a dynamic moment: one where the context 
and material of the performance come together to express 
a compelling idea—be it outrage, laughter, remorse, or an 
awakening “a-ha”! 

The Moving Company 
(Dance)
Community Access to the Arts’ (CATA) 
artistic director, Dawn Lane, founded the 
Moving Company to create choreography 
that transcends disability and blends 

poignancy, humor, and democracy for dancers of all 
abilities. Her work has been funded by Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, LEF Foundation, and Mid-Atlantic Arts 
Council. She has received awards from the Massachusetts 
Alliance for Arts Education and Massachusetts College of 
Art & Design. CATA nurtures and celebrates the creativity 
of people with physical and developmental disabilities 
through shared experiences in the visual and performing 
arts in western Massachusetts. 

Nobody’s Perfect (Theater)
was co-commissioned by VSA and 
the Kennedy Center Theater for Young 
Audiences and debuted at the Kennedy 
Center’s Family Theater in October 
2007. Based on the children’s book by 

Academy Award® winner Marlee Matlin (Best Actress, 
Children of a Lesser God) and Doug Cooney, the show 
tells the story of Megan, the only deaf student in her fourth 
grade class, her plans for her 10th birthday party, and 
her relationship with a new, practically perfect classmate. 
This lively musical—simultaneously performed in spoken 
English and American Sign Language—is an important 
reminder that despite first impressions, nobody’s perfect. 
The Opening Ceremony performance of the opening 
number “Purple” features Florrie Bagel, Rachel Brennan, 
Kip Pierson, Tami Lee Santimyer, and Zurin Villanueva, and 
is stage managed by Lindsay Miller. The actors and stage 
manager are members of Actors’ Equity Association.

Perlan Theater Group
(Theater)
The Icelandic theater troupe Perlan 
(The Pearl) is a group of 13 adults 
with intellectual disabilities. They have 
performed on television, at conferences, 

and for various festivals around the world. Perlan has been 
the VSA Icelandic affiliate since 1989 and that connection 
has opened many doors for them. They celebrated their 
25th anniversary two years ago with a gala performance 
at the City Theatre in Reykjavik. Through a collaboration 
with professional dancers, Perlan has found success 
in classical and modern ballet. Instructor and director 
Sigridur Eythorsdottir formed the theater and has guided it 
since its inception, writing and directing the plays. 

Karen Peterson 
and Dancers (Dance)
Karen Peterson and Dancers, established 
in 1990 and based in Miami, Florida, 
present choreography created by dance 
artists with and without disabilities. The 

dancers collaborate, research, and integrate their personal 
movement styles and through improvisation discover an 
innovative dance language. The troupe acts as a positive 
role model for the disability community, offers new visual 
inspiration for traditional dance audiences, and provides 
the benefits of movement to children with disabilities. 
Under the direction of Karen Peterson, the company has 
performed and taught in Brazil, Italy, Spain, Scotland, and 
Montenegro. 

Quest (Theater)
Thousands of people across the United 
States as well as Japan, South Africa, 
Romania, Austria, Mexico, and India 
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have enjoyed Quest’s Wings Company production of 
Road Signs. The show is aptly named since the company 
is always touring and because Road Signs introduces 
audiences to Deaf Culture through poetry, songs, mime, 
and A-B-C stories. Road Signs encourages audiences to 
participate in the performance as they learn new signs, 
stories, and songs. It’s fun for the whole family! 

Tamar Rogoff 
Performance Projects 
(Dance)
Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects 
specializes in large-scale, site-specific 

dance/theater productions. Rogoff, artistic director, has 
moved her audiences through labyrinths and forests, and 
her performers through water tanks and towers. Her cast 
members have included nine infants in the arms of their 
parents, and Holocaust survivors. Rogoff has received 
multiple National Endowment for the Arts fellowships, 
grants from the New York Foundation for the Arts, 
Dancing in the Streets, and Rockefeller and Harkness 
Foundations, among others. Her productions have been 
seen at PS 122 and Dance Theater Workshop in New 
York and in theaters in Estonia, Lithuania, and Italy.  
Photo: Julie Lemberger

Rudely Interrupted (Music)
One of Australia’s truly unique indie rock 
acts, Rudely Interrupted’s members 
share a range of physical and intellectual 
disabilities with a common interest in 
self-expression through music. They’ve 

played on the world’s biggest stages including the United 
Nations, wowed the critics, won the hearts of music 
lovers, and starred in a critically acclaimed documentary 
film. With a sound likened to Joy Division having a Gary 
Numan party while eating pitch-perfect cookies, this band 
entertains your mind with its infectious hooks. 

Matt Savage (Music)
In 2000, when Matt Savage was eight 
years old, he played piano for Dave 
Brubeck and jammed at a sound session 
with Chick Corea. The following year 
he was invited to jam with jazz great 

McCoy Tyner. In 2003, at the age of 11, Savage debuted 
at the famed Blue Note in Manhattan and was signed 
as a Bösendorfer Piano artist. Matt’s 2004 debut at 
Birdland, performing with the legendary Clark Terry on 
trumpet, Jimmy Heath on sax, Jon Faddis on trumpet, 

Marcus McLaurine on bass, and Kenny Washington on 
drums, received critical acclaim. By 2005, Savage had 
performed twice with Chaka Khan, and in 2007, he made 
his first appearance at the prestigious Dizzy’s Club Coca-
Cola at Jazz at Lincoln Center and appeared on Marian 
McPartland’s popular Piano Jazz syndicated National 
Public Radio series. In 2008, when Savage was 15, he 
appeared on The Late Show with David Letterman as the 
musical act, released his newest CD, hit No. 11 on the 
JazzWeek radio charts, garnered the No. 2 position in Live 
Jazz sales on Amazon.com (behind only Keith Jarrett), and 
signed an international sub-publishing deal with SONY/
ATV.

Savage has performed professionally worldwide in 
ensembles of various sizes and in solo concerts since 
2001. Domestic venues have included Birdland, the Blue 
Note, the Kennedy Center, the Kravis Center, Dizzy’s Club 
Coca-Cola at Jazz at Lincoln Center, the Regattabar, 
and the Jazz Bakery (among many others). Festival 
appearances have included the 2004 International VSA 
Festival, the New Orleans Jazz Festival, the Ottawa 
International Jazz Festival, and the Toronto Abilities Arts 
Festival. Matt Savage was diagnosed with autism at 
the age of three and is one of fewer than 100 people 
known worldwide as “prodigious savants.” Now 18 years 
old, Savage has already released eight albums. He has 
received the ASCAP Young Jazz Composers Award every 
year since 2005 and topped the International Songwriting 
Competition each year since 2006. 

Diane Schuur (Music)
As eclectic as she is brilliant, vocalist and 
pianist Diane Schuur has built a stellar 
career by embracing not only the jazz of 
her parents’ generation, but also the pop 
music of her own youth during the late 

1950s and ‘60s. In a recording career that spans nearly 
three decades—and includes two Grammy Awards and 
three Grammy nominations—Schuur’s music has explored 
nearly every corner of the twentieth-century American 
musical landscape. 

Born in Tacoma, Washington, in 1953, Schuur was blind 
from birth. She discovered the world of jazz through 
her father, a piano player, and her mother, who kept 
a formidable collection of Duke Ellington and Dinah 
Washington records in the house. Gifted with the rare 
talent of perfect pitch, Schuur taught herself piano by ear 
and developed a rich, resonant vocal style early on. She 
received formal piano training at the Washington State 
School for the Blind, which she attended until age 11.
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Schuur made her first record in 1971, a country single 
titled “Dear Mommy and Daddy,” produced by Jimmy 
Wakely. In 1975, an informal audition with trumpeter Doc 
Severinson (then the leader of the Tonight Show band) led 
to a gig with Tonight Show drummer Ed Shaughnessy’s 
group at the Monterey Jazz Festival. She sang a gospel 
suite with Shaughnessy’s band in front of a festival 
audience that included jazz tenor saxophonist Stan Getz, 
who in turn invited her to participate in a talent showcase 
at the White House. A subsequent return performance 
at the White House led to a record deal with GRP, which 
released Schuur’s debut album, Deedles, in 1984.

Over the next 13 years, Schuur recorded 11 albums on 
GRP, including two Grammy winners: Timeless (1986) and 
Diane Schuur and the Count Basie Orchestra (1987). The 
recording with the Basie Orchestra spent 33 consecutive 
weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard jazz charts. In 1991, Pure 
Schuur made the number-one slot on the Contemporary 
Jazz charts, and Heart To Heart—a 1994 collaborative 
recording with B. B. King—entered the Billboard charts at 
No. 1.

Bill Shannon (Dance)
Bill Shannon currently resides in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and holds a 
BFA from the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. He has been honored over 
the past 10 years with a John Simon 

Guggenheim Fellowship, a Foundation for Contemporary 
Art Fellowship, a Colbert Award for Excellence: The 
Downtown Arts Projects Emerging Arts Award, and a 
Pennsylvania Council of the Arts Interdisciplinary Arts 
Fellowship.  He has received support for his work from 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Dance 
Project of the New England Foundation for the Arts, 
Jerome Foundation, New York Foundation for the Arts, 
New York State Council for the Arts, James E. Robison 
Foundation, Bossak-Heilbron Charitable Foundation, 
the Harkness Foundation for Dance, Arts International: 
The Fund for U.S. Artists at International Festivals, and 
many others. His performance art and video installations 
have appeared internationally in the Hirshhorn Museum 
& Sculpture Garden, the Tate Liverpool Museum, the 
Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Chicago, and The Kitchen in 
NYC.  His most recent solo exhibition was “Work” 
(2008) in New York, and he presented a solo project 
in Dwell2 (2009), in Washington, D.C.  Among current 
and upcoming appearances in 2010 are; the Vancouver 
International Dance Festival, American College Dance 

Festival Association Utah,  2nd the Motion/1st the Idea 
–“Traffic,” in New York; and a new untitled solo work at 
Dansen Hus in Stockholm, Sweden.

Bill Shannon’s work will also be on display in Revealing 
Culture at the Smithsonian Institution’s S. Dillon Ripley 
Center International Gallery (see page 30)

Lyena Strelkoff (Theater)
Lyena Strelkoff’s creative life is 
motivated by a deep need for authentic 
expression, facilitating opportunities for 
collective healing and transformation. 
Paralyzed by a spinal cord injury, she 

creates performance works that expand the common 
understanding of life with a disability and suggest an 
alternate cultural response to adversity by illuminating 
the art of embracing life—in all its messiness. She tours 
nationally as a solo performer and writer, traveling most 
recently to Putney, Vermont, on a National Performance 
Network Community Fund grant. She teaches storytelling, 
writing, movement, and empowered living, helping people 
find their voice, tell their stories, heal, and thrive.

Frank Strong (Music)
“Freight Train” Frank Strong is a guitarist, 
vocalist, and harmonica player who has 
been performing for more than 30 years. 
He performs blues, folk, country, and 
Americana music in all kinds of venues 

including schools, colleges, coffeehouses, and music 
festivals. “Freight Train” Frank is actively involved in VSA 
Iowa entertainment and educational programs and has 
produced two music CDs. He and VSA Iowa storyteller 
Maureen Korte are regular performers at the Iowa State 
Fair. Legally blind since age 18, “Freight Train” Frank calls 
music “the best aspect of my life.” 

Theater Alliance (Theater)
Theater Alliance was founded in 1993 
with the distinct goal of producing work 
that would illuminate the experiences, 

philosophies and interests of Washington, D.C.’s diverse 
populations. That goal was furthered when Theater 
Alliance moved from its home at the Capitol Hill Arts 
Workshop to become the sole theater-in-residence at the 
H Street Playhouse. The company’s mission has evolved 
into presenting new or rarely produced work geared 
toward attracting diverse and alternative audiences to 
their community in the northeast quadrant of the city. 
Theater Alliance has been recognized for its artistry with 
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21 Helen Hayes Award nominations. Theater Alliance is 
a constituent of Theatre Communications Group (TCG), 
the national organization for the American theater. Theater 
Alliance is also a member of the League of Washington 
Theaters, the Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington, 
Capitol Hill Chamber of Commerce, and Cultural Tourism 
D.C. Theater Alliance is funded in part by the D.C. 
Commission on the Arts and Humanities, an agency 
supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 

Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre 
(Theater)
Uganda Deaf Silent Theatre was founded 
by Uganda National Association of the 
Deaf and the Silent Theatre Sweden/
Swedish Deaf Association in 2004. 

The 11-member group consists of eight actors who are 
deaf, two interpreters, and one project leader trained in 
theatrical skills by Tyst Theater in Sweden. The project 
is part of advocacy and lobbying for equal participation 
and inclusion of people who are deaf in society. The 
objectives of the project are to raise awareness about the 
creative abilities of people who are deaf, to publicize sign 
language, and to sensitize people who are deaf about 
pertinent issues like HIV/AIDS and human rights. 

VSA Virginia —
Loudon County (Theater)
VSA Virginia—Loudoun County is a 
fully inclusive visual and performing 
arts program that provides discovery 
opportunities for individuals with and 

without disabilities. Acting, dancing, drawing, sculpting—
whatever form of creating participants choose is done side 
by side with people of all ages and abilities. We focus on 
what people can do, their strengths and talents, and use 
the arts to bring out their creative best. 

Alexandria Wailes (Theater)
Actress Alexandria Wailes’ theater 
credits include the Mark Taper Forum/
Deaf West’s Pippin, Australia Theatre of 
the Deaf’s The Wild Boys, Mixed Blood 
Theatre’s Love Person, Kirk Douglas 

Theatre’s Sleeping Beauty Wakes, the Public Theater’s 
Mother Courage and Her Children, Keen Company’s 
Children of a Lesser God, the nationwide tour of Big 
River, and Roundabout Theatre/Deaf West’s Big River. 
On television, she has appeared in Nurse Jackie, Law & 
Order: Criminal Intent, and Conviction. Her independent 

films credits include Freedom Is Not Free and Always 
Chasing Love. She received an LA Ovation Award 
Nomination as Best Lead Female in a Musical for Sleeping 
Beauty Wakes and was a Tony honoree recipient for 
Ensemble in the Broadway revival of Big River. 

Wild Zappers (Dance)
The Wild Zappers of Invisible Hands 
Inc., an all-deaf male professional dance 
company, mix high-energy dance styles 
and American Sign Language. This 
uplifting company boasts high accolades 

and worldwide loyal fans. The Wild Zappers’ goal is to 
build bridges between the deaf and hearing communities. 
Prior performance highlights include the Kennedy Center, 
Gallaudet University, Apollo Theater in New York, and 
international tours to Japan, Jamaica, and the Virgin 
Islands. The Washington Post has said that the Wild 
Zappers “have bravado, bounce, and discipline. They are 
streetwise, which translates into immediacy on stage, 
lending jazz dance, hip-hop, voguing, and other bits of 
pop…they demand attention.” 

Kathi Wolfe (Literary)
Kathi Wolfe is a writer and poet who is 
legally blind. Her poetry has appeared 
in Gargoyle, Beltway Poetry Quarterly, 
Wordgathering, and other publications. 
Wolfe has been awarded a Puffin 

Foundation grant and writers’ grants from Vermont Studio 
Center. She was a 2007 Pudding House Press Chapbook 
competition finalist. Her chapbook Helen Takes the Stage: 
The Helen Keller Poems is published by Pudding House. 
Wolfe, a columnist for the arts magazine Scene4, has read 
at the Library of Congress and on the radio show The 
Poet and the Poem. She is a Lambda Literary Foundation 
Emerging Writer.
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Jamshid Agayev 
(Revealing Culture)
Jamshid Agayev finds inspiration 
for his miniature artworks within the 
masterpieces of classical Azerbaijani 
and foreign poets. His family members, 

who are experts in history and literature, enhance his 
understanding and enthusiasm for this artistic discipline. 
His study of Turkish religion and culture provides content 
for his process. Agayev, who has muscle paralysis, has 
exhibited in his home country of Azerbaijan as well as in 
London, Scotland, and Russia.

Leni D. Anderson 
(Revealing Culture)
Born in Los Angeles, Leni D. Anderson 
explores historical/contemporary issues 
and events in the United States and the 
world at large using religious and secular 

images, icons, and symbols in his artwork. Medieval and 
Renaissance art provide direction for his work, which 
plays an important role in Anderson’s life, especially in 
dealing with his chronic illnesses, including lupus. Art 
allows him to channel his negative feelings into a positive 
accomplishment. Anderson has exhibited throughout his 
home state of Ohio.

Stephanie Bachiero 
(Revealing Culture)
Stephanie Bachiero manipulates and 
twists porcelain clay to create abstract 
forms. Her sculptures extend from 
pedestal to wall and defy gravity, 

grounding themselves through components of negative 
space and solid architectural structure. Bachiero 
experienced a stroke at a young age, and the dialogue 
between the physical material of her artwork and her 
own body brought stability and structure to her work and 
her recovery. Bachiero has recently exhibited in several 
exhibitions in her hometown of Laguna Beach, California, 
including OsCene Exhibition at the Laguna Art Museum, 
Summer Supermarket at the Peter Blake Gallery, and 
Surf Casa Project at La Casa del Camino. She received 
a bachelor of arts degree, in communication and fine arts 
from Boston College.

Kemlyn Tan Bappe 
(Start with the Arts Family Day)
Kemlyn Tan Bappe is a visual artist from 
Singapore and is the artistic director 
for Galleria Imago Dei in Fairfield, Iowa. 
Tan Bappe’s paintings draw from her 

Peranakan heritage, an intermarriage of Chinese and 
Malay cultures influenced by the sea. Her batik style 
of paintings of dragons, phoenixes, and marine life are 
colorful and rich with symbolism and spirituality. Tan 
Bappe’s work can be found in collections nationally and 
internationally. She teaches workshops with World of 
Difference, a cultural organization that nurtures intercultural 
relations in youth.

Loretta Bebeau 
(Revealing Culture)
Loretta Bebeau, who has a hearing 
impairment, examines communication 
through her artwork. She often 
represents her disability through the 

letter pairings within the alphabet and popular letter-based 
games such as tic-tac-toe. The scrambled letters can 
also refer to memory, realization, and defiance. Builder’s 
materials such as sheetrock and gypsum are the stuff of 
her work. The materials are reused, humble, and marginal 
to our daily life, but nonetheless important.

Jon Berge 
(Revealing Culture)
The focus of Jon Berge’s artwork lies in 
encouraging participants—regardless 
of prior experience, physical abilities, 
age, ethnicity, or class—to examine 

the relevance of art and accessibility in their own lives. 
Berge, who uses a wheelchair, attempts to create art 
with and for people with various types of disabilities, thus 
making access a key component of his work. Many of his 
pieces are tactile, or they incorporate alternative ways to 
experience them other than through sight. Berge lives and 
works in Columbus, Ohio, and has recently exhibited in 
New Orleans and Barcelona.

R. Jane Bouchard 
(Revealing Culture)
R. Jane Bouchard explores the 
concept of waste within her artwork 
by transforming scrap metals into 
beautiful creations. Her art responds to 
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the deconstruction of the Industrial Age and serves as 
a catalyst for the viewer to see the waste in our society 
as a place to begin, or to expand, one’s own recycling 
efforts. Bouchard hopes that the life experiences of those 
who view her work will enable them to respond to the 
concerns about society that she raises in her art. She 
finds that when she creates artwork, she loses herself in 
the creative process, thereby submerging the effects of 
her depression.

Allen Bryan 
(Revealing Culture)
Allen Bryan’s photography hints at the 
cyclical and ever-changing nature of 
people’s lives and the environment they 
inhabit. The minute details of objects in 

and around these living spaces give a glimpse into both 
the past and present. Space is altered; interiors intrude 
into exteriors through windows or doors left carelessly 
ajar. A phantom occupant is implied. His unsettling and 
precarious creations offer a sense of instability or flux. 
Able to see fewer than 10 degrees of visual field, Bryan 
views the world in small sections. The places shown in his 
photographs are digitally constructed from slide and digital 
images. Bryan has been an art and filmmaking teacher, 
a jewelry designer, a goldsmith, a gallery owner, and a 
photographer. He has exhibited his fine-art photographs of 
landscapes and people’s interactions with the land since 
1990. Bryan graduated from SUNY, New Paltz, New York.

Christina Casebeer 
(Revealing Culture)
Christina Casebeer is an interdisciplinary 
artist who works in a variety of media, 
including sculpture, printmaking, and 
performance art. Her artwork often 

explores the conflicting desires for connection and for 
isolation. Casebeer finds that her chronic pain benefits 
her art by giving her a clear interest in human behavior 
and suffering, resulting in art that strives toward social 
transformation. Casebeer received a bachelor of fine arts 
degree, from Oregon State University and has recently 
exhibited in her home state of California and in Arizona.

Martin Charlot 
(Revealing Culture)
In addition to creating murals and 
paintings, Martin Charlot is a writer, an 
actor, a filmmaker, an illustrator, and 
an educator. Charlot lost his right eye 

and his ability to walk unassisted as a result of spinal 

meningitis. His large-scale artworks, which often feature 
portraits of local residents and celebrities, become a visual 
who’s-who of the community, and his technique lends a 
great deal of depth and dimension to his work. Charlot 
lives and works in Burbank, California.

Amy Charmatz 
(Revealing Culture)
Amy Charmatz’s art has been shaped 
by the process of living her life, and now 
she finds that her art is responsible for 
shaping her personal experiences. Her 

artistic motivation can be found in her need to turn her 
emotions into creative ideas. Charmatz has undergone 
several brain surgeries and lengthy bouts of clinical 
depression. Within her artwork, she uses bright colors, 
outlined images, and written messages to convey “truths” 
that she has come to believe during her lifetime. Charmatz 
lives and works in Springfield, New Jersey, and has 
exhibited at the American Folk Art Museum in New York 
City as well as throughout her home state.

Dale Chihuly 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions)
With over four decades of glass blowing 
experience, Chihuly is a creative leader 
whose practice has transformed glass 
making into an art that incorporates 

architecture, the environment, and large-scale imagination. 
Chihuly studied glass blowing in Venice, Italy on the 
Fulbright scholarship and received a master of fine arts 
from the Rhode Island School of Design. In 1971, Chihuly 
founded the Pilchuck Glass School, in his home state of 
Washington, as a center for glass education and artist 
residencies. A prolific artist with glass pieces in museums, 
hotels, public and private spaces around the world, 
Chihuly continues working today with a master glass team 
in his Seattle studio.

Kenn Coplan 
(Revealing Culture)
Kenn Coplan finds that his artwork 
is a way for him to communicate his 
feelings, thoughts, and emotions in the 
only language he believes is honest and 

real. Coplan, who has dysgraphia, has always viewed the 
written word as a lie, so he resorts to searching for the 
truth with the one tool that he can truly trust—his hands. 
Coplan lives and works in Surprise, Arizona, and received 
a master of fine arts degree in photography from the 
Savannah College of Art and Design.
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Henry Coupe 
(Revealing Culture)
Henry Coupe’s command of portraiture 
is displayed by an exhibition history 
spanning five decades. He inserts 
anonymous figures into the environment, 

using traditional oils to generate bold color, active line, and 
ambitious contrast. Coupe, who had an abortive cataract 
operation at age five, received a corrective lens implant in 
the remaining eye at age 75. Despite, or because of, early 
visual impairment, drawing and painting became Coupe’s 
principal mode of expression, and encouragement from 
parents and teachers improved his self-esteem. After four 
years of art school and graduation from college with a 
bachelor of arts degree in social studies, he enrolled in art-
education courses, which led to a career as an art teacher 
in the public schools. He currently lives in Utica, New York.

Liz Crow 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions
and Revealing Culture)
Liz Crow is a filmmaker drawn to the 
power of the arts to trigger change. 
The themes of her work are identity, 

resistance, and survival. Her creative work and her 
experience of living with a disability are entwined—the 
themes of her work are the themes of her life. Crow has 
recently had her work screened at Tate Modern, the British 
Film Institute, and India’s Ability Fest. She lives and works 
in Bristol, United Kingdom.

Mark di Suvero 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions)
Sculptor Mark di Suvero is one of the 
most important American artists to 
emerge from the Abstract Expressionist 
era. A fixture in the post-World War 

II New York city art scene, di Suvero created steel 
sculptures inspired by his construction background. 
In 1960, he became paralyzed while working on a 
construction job; Already an artist, he continued his art 
practice while in a wheelchair welding with an asbestos 
apron on his lap. Internationally collected and with a 
decades-long exhibition history, Di Suvero received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in Contemporary Sculpture 
from the International Sculpture Center in 2000 and the 
Heinz Award for Arts and Humanities in 2005.

Liz Doles 
(Revealing Culture)
Liz Doles’s intent is to contain in 
photographs what in the physical world 
brings her to her knees. When Graves’ 
disease compromised her sight, she 

turned to pinhole photography, judging exposure by time 
of day, longitude, and season and relying on serendipity 
and a bit of divine assistance. Doles lives and works in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and received a bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of Massachusetts.

Emily Eifler 
(Revealing Culture)
Emily Eifler is a visual artist currently 
creating sculpture, works on paper, 
and digital projects. The themes of 
her work were initially derived from 

a chaotic relationship with her body, caused by a 
neurological disorder, but they have recently expanded 
to include disease, liminality, reuse, and control. Eifler has 
exhibited in several VSA exhibitions, including Derivative 
Composition, Green Light, and the 2009 Armory Show. 
She is a master in fine arts candidate at California College 
of the Arts in San Francisco.

Jeffrey Erken 
(Revealing Culture)
Jeffrey Erken finds that his disability—
schizoaffective disorder—mirrors the 
work that he creates. He sees himself 
changing as his work evolves, and 

vice versa, with the process being more about personal 
growth than anything else. Erken received a master’s 
in architecture from The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He lives and works in Stanwood, Washington.

Emmet Estrada 
(Revealing Culture)
Emmet Estrada’s work represents 
the freedom and joy of the mind as 
it wanders through countries and 
civilizations both ancient and modern, 

real and imagined. Like a true explorer and artist, for 
him there is always one more idea over the horizon, one 
more aspect of humanity yet to be painted. He paints 
the Chinese, the French, the Japanese, Indians, the 
English, Egyptians, Mexican bullfighters, cavemen, birds, 
dinosaurs, dragons, and demons. Each painting is like 
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an exclamation point as it hovers over the singular idea 
of the day, usually punctuated in the studio by Estrada’s 
own declarative explanation of his day’s work: “Look! The 
MONster!” Taken in its entirety, his work forms one vast 
world that is as populated as our own, as he joyously 
ruminates over all the infinite variations. Estrada lives in 
East Providence, Rhode Island.

Joan Fabian 
(Revealing Culture)
Joan Fabian investigates the concept 
of “normal” through an exploration of 
patterns and shapes and how they 
represent behavior, culture, and the 

environment. Fabian, who has a hearing impairment, 
experiences the world around her with an acutely 
conscious awareness of body language, resulting in the 
visual forms of her artwork. Fabian received a master 
of fine arts degree from the University of Texas in San 
Antonio, where she now lives.

Justin Finnegan 
(Revealing Culture)
Justin Finnegan seeks through his 
artwork to visually explain to those 
without a reading disability his frustration 
in living with dyslexia. He finds art to 

be therapeutic and expressive. Being a tactile learner 
and using his hands to express himself has lessened his 
anxiety regarding other subjects in school and at home. 
Finnegan will begin working toward a bachelor of fine arts 
degree at Savannah College of Art and Design in the fall. 
He lives and works in Slidell, Louisiana.

David Forbes 
(Revealing Culture)
David Forbes’s artwork is primarily 
concerned with the exploration of light—
what can be learned of its character and 
strength and how it affects color. Prior to 

the onset of Parkinson’s disease, Forbes was painting and 
producing light-based sculptures and fabricating the neon 
himself. As he no longer has the dexterity to paint or bend 
neon glass, he draws his neon patterns for a commercial 
subcontractor to produce. With the assistance of friends, 
colleagues, and subcontractors, he now creates larger 
sculptures than ever before. Forbes received a master of 
fine arts degree from the University of California–Berkeley 
and lives in West End (Brisbane), Australia.

Barbara Freeman 
(Revealing Culture)
Barbara Freeman finds that her work 
generally follows a nontraditional path, 
especially for the products that she crafts 
in ceramic. Clay is the medium that she 

is most attracted to, for its ability to go from shapeless 
mass to finished work. The connecting thread of her art 
communicates, on a very simple level, that this work has 
a different kind of value. She regards her artwork as out 
of the range of the mainstream, while maintaining design 
literacy. She equates this concept with how she feels living 
with attention deficit disorder. Freeman lives and works in 
Tujunga, California and has exhibited throughout the state.

Hirokazu Fukawa
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions)
Japanese-native Hirokazu Fukawa 
explores the complex relationship 
between our public and private selves in 
his art. His installations are multi-faceted, 

multi-sensory experiences that utilize sound, light, built 
apparatus, motion pictures, and tactile elements to convey 
a journey into a person’s internal mind. Fukawa has a 
master of fine arts degree in sculpture from the Rhode 
Island School of Design and is an associate professor of 
sculpture at the Hartford Art School, University of Hartford, 
CT.

Ju Gosling aka ju90 
(Revealing Culture)
Ju Gosling aka ju90 works mainly 
with lens-based media but also with 
performance, text, and sound. Her 
practice includes video, photography 

(wall-based light boxes and projections), dance, live art, 
and Web-based work. Gosling situates her work largely 
within the theories and traditions of the international 
Disability Arts movement and is proud to identify as a 
disabled artist. Gosling lives and works in London.

Lesley Haas 
(Revealing Culture)
In the mid 1970s, Lesley Haas developed 
an interest in handmade paper after 
viewing a comprehensive exhibit of 
handmade paper artworks in New York 

City. Her technique and style have been influenced over 
the years by both ongoing studio and coursework with 
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well-known paper artists. The signature of her work is 
the use of natural fibers and pigments from various parts 
of the world to blend the characteristics of the fibers 
with different elements of style. Texture and the tactile 
nature of handmade paper are key to combining raw and 
refined materials to create an interesting blend that turns 
to collage. Haas, who had eye surgery for strabimus 
at an early age, now lives with weak eyes and dry-eye 
syndrome. She resides and works in Philadelphia, and 
recently has had exhibitions in Germany and Australia.

Tom Harmon 
(Start with the Arts Family Day)
Tom Harmon is a multimedia artist who 
paints in watercolor, acrylics, and oils, 
and sculpts in clay. Harmon discovered 
his passion for teaching students with 

disabilities while volunteering at the Mississippi School for 
the Deaf. Harmon, who lost his hearing during his career 
as a teacher, has been the senior artist-in-residence 
for the VSA Mississippi Community Art Group for eight 
years and teaches a weekly art class of 32 adults with 
disabilities. Recently, he completed an oil painting 
workshop with Santa Fe artist Joe Anna Arnett and is 
studying with artist Bob Tompkins. Harmon, who has been 
fitted with two cochlear implants and is able to hear again, 
is excited to be a 2009–2010 VSA Teaching Artist Fellow 
and says he “loves the intellectual challenge of creating 
arts as well as the emotional involvement and satisfaction 
that comes with it.”

Michelle Lisa Herman 
(Revealing Culture)
Michelle Lisa Herman is an emerging 
interdisciplinary artist who was born 
in Huntington, New York and currently 
resides in Washington, D.C. She received 

her bachelor of fine arts degree from the Maryland 
Institute College of Art in 2008 and has since exhibited 
locally in VSA’s Green Light exhibition at the Smithsonian 
Institution’s S. Dillon Ripley Center and at Artomatic. 
Herman, who has EEC syndrome and ADD, explores the 
“element of chance and the act of control” in her work and 
often combines several mediums such as painting, video, 
and installation.

Jesse Higman 
(Revealing Culture)
Jesse Higman’s paintings contain traces 
of the process used to create them. 
Higman developed his own method of 
action painting using water as a medium 

by creating a “wave table,” where he pours solutions 
of mica flakes over black landscapes using a variety 
of techniques and constructions. Higman, who has 
quadriplegia, works with assistants and other participants 
in the creation process, and these contributors converge 
in the studio to create systems resembling cosmic 
weather or ecosystems as they evolve and settle into final 
patterns. He received his bachelor of arts degree from 
Eastern Washington University in 1992 and has been 
very active in the music scene, designing album and 
tour artwork for bands such as Heart, Alice in Chains, 
and Soundgarden. Higman, who lives in Seattle, recently 
received the 2009 Seattle Mayor’s Arts Award.

Busser Howell 
(Revealing Culture)
Busser Howell’s acrylic paintings are 
characterized by richly textured, large-
scale, monochromatic surfaces. His 
paintings reflect a search for simplicity 

and depth while exhibiting the complexity of the universe. 
Howell, who is blind, now works in heavy impastos of 
acrylic paint. He applies the paint with his hands, making 
these works the most physically involved he has produced 
to date. The contrast of vertical and horizontal within the 
square format introduces a contradiction of separate 
forces that oppose each other while still forming a whole. 
Howell attended Dayton Art Institute and later studied at 
Boston University School of Fine Arts in Massachusetts. 
Museum exhibitions of his work include the Hunt Morgan 
Museum, Kentucky; the Dayton Art Institute, Ohio; the 
Museum of the Permian Basin, Texas; the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, Philadelphia; and the collection of the 
New Britain Museum of American Art, Connecticut.

Richard Jenkins 
(Start with the Arts Family Day)
Richard Jenkins is a cartoonist and 
illustrator who has created comics for 
anthologies, a graphic novel series 
called Sky Ape, a teacher’s manual titled 

Comics in your Curriculum, and a children’s coloring 
story book called Princess Ann and the Magic Egg. In 
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addition to his published work, Jenkins has exhibited his 
artwork in regional museums and galleries. He works as a 
freelance commercial artist, illustrating magazine and CD 
covers and television storyboards. Born with a hearing 
impairment, Jenkins learned at an early age how to read 
lips, facial expressions, and body language in order to 
better understand people. He has also trained educators 
across the country in arts integration and arts inclusion.

Marquetta Johnson
(Start with the Arts Family Day)
Marquetta Bell Johnson is a self-taught 
artist, creating hand-dyed textiles, quilts, 
and collectibles. In 1989, Johnson 
was injured in a drive-by shooting and 

became paraplegic. After nine months in the hospital and 
two months of intense therapy, Johnson became even 
more determined to use her art to make a difference. 
In 2004, Johnson was selected to represent the United 
States as an International Arts Fellow by VSA and she 
received the Phoenix Award from the city of Atlanta for 
her contributions to the local community. Johnson’s work 
is represented by Mason Murer Fine Art Gallery, and is in 
many private and corporate collections such as the Coca 
Cola Corporation.

Sophie Kahn 
(Revealing Culture)
Sophie Kahn was born in London and 
grew up in Melbourne. Her work, which 
has been exhibited internationally, 
owes its Victorian-futurist aesthetic 

to the interaction of old and new media, or the digital 
and the analog. It encompasses media from 3-D laser 
scanning and digital animation to 2-D and 3-D printing 
and bronze casting. Kahn trained as a photographer and 
received a bachelor of arts in fine art and art history from 
Goldsmiths College, University of London. She returned to 
Melbourne after graduation and studied spatial information 
architecture at the RMIT University. Kahn turned to new 
media when she developed chronic fatigue syndrome/
myalgic encephalomyelitis and fibromyalgia and could 
no longer perform the physical work that photography 
required. She continues to use her art practice to explore 
a changed relationship with her physical self. Kahn lives  
in Brooklyn.

Catherine Larson 
(Revealing Culture)
Catherine Larson is a Chicago-based 
multimedia artist whose work has been 
exhibited nationally. With her emphasis 
on kinetic art and printmaking, she often 

pulls inspiration from her personal experiences. At the age 
of 12, Larson underwent surgery for idiopathic scoliosis 
to correct a curvature of the spine. Her work is imbued 
with personal experience and revolves around themes of 
medicine and childhood experience. The use of metal in 
her sculptures acts as a symbol of perceived strength and 
stability. Recently, Larson has turned toward printmaking, 
and her new work utilizes metal in a different, less 
sculptural fashion than in her kinetic pieces. Larson wants 
to explore the creative possibilities that printmaking allows 
while retaining the themes that have always pervaded her 
work.

Sharon Leary 
(Start with the Arts Family Day)
Sharon Leary is a potter and teaching 
artist. She launched her art career 
with a three-year apprenticeship with 
ceramic artist Brooke Millecchia of Opal 

Creek Pottery in Rochester, New York. Leary specializes 
in functional high-fired pottery that weaves together 
elements of both American and Asian ceramic traditions. 
Leary has exhibited in juried shows throughout upstate 
New York and has received regional recognition with the 
Individual Artist Grant from the Genesee Valley Council 
on the Arts. Leary works closely with educators to design 
customized arts-integrated lessons that animate core 
academics with motivational arts activities.

Riva Lehrer 
(Revealing Culture)
Riva Lehrer uses her art as a tool to 
explore of how the shape of one’s body 
dictates the contours of a person’s life. 
Lehrer addresses this question primarily 

through creating portraits of people with disabilities, 
using portraiture to provoke attitudes about ideas of 
“acceptable” and “unacceptable” bodies. Lehrer, who has 
spina bifida, has been involved in disability culture for the 
past 15 years, and her work has been shown in museums 
and galleries throughout the United States. A 2005 
documentary about her work, Self Preservation: The Art 
of Riva Lehrer by David Mitchell and Sharon Snyder, has 
been shown at numerous film festivals and won several 
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awards. Lehrer is currently curator for cultural programs 
at Access Living of Chicago and adjunct professor at the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Beth Livingston 
(Revealing Culture)
Beth Livingston is an artist, a Paralympic 
athlete, and an educator residing in 
Bozeman, Montana. She received a 
bachelor of fine arts from Parsons School 

of Design in 1989 and has since exhibited throughout 
the United States. Livingston, who has paraplegia, uses 
found objects in combination with traditional artistic 
methods in her compositions. Her work displays a keen 
sense of design and provides the viewer with interesting 
juxtapositions of objects and various art techniques. 
Always thought-provoking, yet pleasing to the eye, 
Livingston’s art charms viewers with its element of whimsy 
and surprise.

Julie Lusson 
(Revealing Culture)
Julie Lusson’s work revolves around the 
idea of “thresholds,” those moments 
of moving, spiritually, emotionally, or 
physically from one space into another. 

Her art has been exhibited in and around Miami, as well 
as in Cuba. Two months before graduating from Florida 
International University’s master of fine arts program, 
Lusson was diagnosed with Lou Gerig’s disease. The 
process of exploring her personal experience coupled 
with the structural development of her work culminated 
in the genesis of her more recent ideas and projects. The 
basic cyclical facts of nature—life and death, growth and 
regeneration—became a backdrop for a personal inquiry 
into her own physical deterioration. She says, “I set out 
investigating the South Florida landscape and ended up 
in an exploration of self.” Lusson is currently an artist in 
residence at the South Florida Art Center in Miami Beach.

Sheri Marshall 
(Revealing Culture)
Sheri Marshall works in several media, 
including pottery, tile, fused and kiln-cast 
glass, precious metal, clay, and fiber. She 
works as both an artist and an instructor, 

and enjoys sharing her knowledge and experience of the 
various mediums with others. Marshall, whose right arm 
was amputated, lives in Holly Springs, Mississippi, and 
has exhibited her work all over the United States. She is 
currently an artist in residence for VSA Mississippi.

Simon Mckeown 
(Revealing Culture)
Simon Mckeown is an established artist 
with a radical interest in representing 
disability in new and innovative ways. 
After receiving his bachelor of fine arts, 

Mckeown became one of the earliest artists to utilize 
digital media in the UK, starting work in London in 1987. 
His work titled Motion Disabled has been projected on 
buildings and viewed in venues all over the UK and in 
Korea. Mckeown, who has osteogenesis imperfecta and 
hearing loss, lives in Thirsk, North Yorkshire, and is a 
reader in animation and post-production at the University 
of Teesside, Middlesbrough, in the UK.

Pedro Luis Mejìa Granja 
(Revealing Culture)
Pedro Luis Mejìa Granja began to 
discover the world of art about 15 years 
ago, first by painting, then with drawing 
and sculpting, and he recently began 

experimenting with photography. Mejìa Granja, who has 
paraplegia, uses his art to recreate the surroundings of his 
homeland of Guatemala and its rich culture. He projects 
his own vision through proactive imagery. His disability 
inspired him to create images condemning the status of 
disabled people in his country, as a wakeup call to the 
viewer’s social conscience. Mejìa Granja has exhibited 
locally and recently completed his bachelor’s degree 
in communication and design at Galileo University in 
Guatemala City.

Coralina Meyer 
(Revealing Culture)
A professional architect as well as an 
artist, Coralina Meyer explores the 
subtleties of scale and the relationship 
between figure and landscape and 

subject and object in her work. Her photographs, 
drawings, paintings, sculpture, and multimedia 
compositions have been exhibited in New York City 
and internationally. Meyer seeks to examine the visible 
and sometimes overlooked experiences of the body, 
using architectural means to map the physical relics of a 
concealed existence. Meyer, who has a traumatic brain 
injury, graduated in 2004 with a bachelor of fine arts 
degree in architecture design from the Parsons School of 
Design in New York, and is currently a master of fine arts 
degree candidate at Hunter College.
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Amy Miller 
(Revealing Culture)
Amy Miller’s work is a creative process 
for personal healing and growth. Miller, 
who has Tourette’s syndrome with 
complex tic disorder, creates miniature 

chairs that express her feelings. By working on the small, 
elaborate pieces, she is able to occupy her mind through 
tics and decrease the effects of psychiatric symptoms 
during difficult times.  Miller lives and works in Venice, 
Florida.

Janet Morrow 
(Revealing Culture)
For a number of years, Janet Morrow 
made cakes as a hobby. She believes 
that our culture is deeply conditioned 
to the idea that a cake signals 

celebration and happy anticipation, and we respond 
accordingly. Based on this concept, she began a series 
of sculptures in the format of cakes, using materials that 
create ambivalent feelings in us, such as tobacco and 
pharmaceuticals. Morrow, who lives in Bedford, Texas, 
did not begin creating visual art until after the onset of 
hearing loss, which forced her to look for new methods of 
communication and ways to make a contribution. Morrow 
received a bachelor of fine arts degree in theater from 
Southern Methodist University in 1979 and is currently a 
master of fine arts degree candidate at Intermedia Studio 
at the University of Texas at Arlington. Her work has been 
exhibited at Altered Esthetics Gallery in Minneapolis, the 
Long Beach Island Foundation in Loveladies, New Jersey, 
the University of Texas at Arlington, Tarrant County College 
in Hurst, Texas, and Pop’s Safari Room in Fort Worth.

Jeff Nelson 
(Revealing Culture)
Jeff Nelson was always interested in 
the arts, but it wasn’t until he started 
classes at the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia that he found his focus in 

stop-motion and 3-D animation. Nelson’s animations are 
created from original ink drawings. After he had studied 
animation for less than a year, one of his works was 
selected as a trailer for an award at the Philadelphia Film 
Festival. He recently received an Award of Excellence in 
the VSA/Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., exhibition 
Accelerate. Nelson, who has a learning disability, still 
attends the University of the Arts in Philadelphia.

William A. Newman 
(Revealing Culture)
William A. Newman, who lives in 
Washington, D.C., is best known for 
his large-scale public murals. Newman 
has exhibited widely in national and 

international group exhibitions and locally in group and 
solo shows. Stories about Newman and his work have 
appeared in the Washington Post, the New York Times, 
USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, the San Francisco 
Chronicle, and Time magazine, as well as on national 
TV networks, including NBC, CBS, ABC, National 
Geographic, and Tech TV. Newman, who has multiple 
sclerosis, graduated from the Maryland Institute College 
of Art with a bachelor of fine arts, then received his master 
of fine arts from the University of Maryland. He has been 
a professor at the Corcoran College of Art & Design since 
1973.

Lynnda Pardoe 
(Revealing Culture)
Lynnda Pardoe’s photography reveals 
the effects of unregulated industry and 
growth on our society and depicts 
the remnants of the human-altered 

environment. Pardoe’s imagery strives to lead the viewer 
toward the uncomfortable realization that beauty can be 
used in the service of an ugly truth. Her goal is to educate 
the viewer and create a dialogue about the work and the 
imagery she depicts. Pardoe, who has bipolar affective 
disorder, received her master of fine arts degree from the 
Art Institute of Boston in 2006 and has participated in 
domestic and international exhibitions. Pardoe was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio and currently lives in Chicago, Illinois.

Will Pergl 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions)
Trained in both painting and sculpture, 
artist Will Pergl unites a sensitivity and 
control of craft with unique designs to 
create sculptures and installations that 

whirl within a viewer’s imagination. Will Pergl received 
a bachelor of fine arts in painting and sculpture from 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and holds a 
master of fine arts in sculpture from Cornell University. 
Over the past decade, he has taught at Cornell University, 
Grinnell College, and the University of New Hampshire 
at Durham, and he has received grants and accolades 
including the International Sculpture Center’s Student 
Achievement in Contemporary Sculpture Award. Pergl’s 

©
19

99
©

20
08

©
20

09

©
20

05
©

20
06

©
20

09

61



VISUAL ARTISTS

62

ARTISTS’ BIOGRAPHIES
VISUAL ARTISTS

ARTISTS’ BIOGRAPHIES

unique artistic vision has been recognized in solo and 
group exhibitions across the nation, and he currently is an 
associate professor at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and 
Design. 

Juan Pierri 
(Revealing Culture)
Juan Pierri has developed a personal 
iconography that reveals his cultural 
influences. Drawing from popular culture, 
personal reference, and a serious interest 

in the etymology of language, he creates a complex 
cultural/personal narrative by exploring the relationship 
between image and word in the media of painting and 
drawing. He is naturally drawn to subject matter that is 
popular and language-based. Pierri has created several 
four-by-five-foot canvases with anatomical icons as the 
main symbols. He surrounds the images with text (lists 
of his most cherished things and/or references to pop 
culture) that point to the main parts of the central image. 
Pierri, who has Down syndrome, receives artistic training 
from the Exceptional Children’s Foundation in Los Angeles 
and has participated in several exhibitions in the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area.

Isaac Powell 
(Revealing Culture)
Isaac Powell’s art is based on the conflict 
and problem solving of visual equations. 
Powell, who was born without a right 
hand, paints and draws with acrylic 

paint and graphite on birch plywood. He uses a variety of 
images to transmit ideas about life and growth, or the lack 
of either. Through his work, Powell attempts to convey his 
own personal artistic culture and to reveal to others what 
it means to be an artist working with a disability. Powell, 
who lives in Richmond, Kentucky, received his master of 
fine arts degree from Washington State University in 2007. 
He has received numerous awards and participated in 
exhibitions throughout the United States.

Jose Rivera 
(Revealing Culture)
Jose Rivera creates collaged pieces 
that portray the diverse culture of the 
urban environment. Rivera’s style reflects 
influences from Africa, Spain, Puerto 

Rico, and the United States. He likes to use found objects 
to open up the artwork to opportunity and chance, along 
with other objects either bought or given to him by others. 

Rivera, who has a spinal cord injury and bipolar disorder, 
makes sure that every object incorporated into his pieces 
has a personal meaning to his own life. He has received 
numerous awards, including recognition from Outstanding 
Contributions to the Arts in the 16th Congressional District 
of New York from Congressman José C. Serrano. He 
lives in the Bronx and exhibits frequently in the New York 
metropolitan area.

Judith Scott 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions 
and Revealing Culture)
Judith Scott is considered a preeminent 
“outsider” artist whose fiber works 
provide us with just a glimpse of her 

extraordinary imagination. Scott was born in 1943 with 
Down syndrome, and was deaf and did not speak. She 
lived most of her first 44 years of life institutionalized with 
little concept of language and no grasp of art. But in 1987, 
her fraternal twin Joyce moved her to California where 
Scott found her artistic voice at the Creative Growth Art 
Center in Oakland, California. Scott had a natural aptitude 
for the tactility of fiber and over the next 18 years, until 
her death in 2005, she created a colorful, prolific body of 
work. Judith Scott’s story testifies to the resiliency of the 
creative spirit and the communicative power of art.

Janet Yagoda Shagam 
(Revealing Culture)
Janet Yagoda Shagam is an artist 
emerging from a long career in the 
sciences. Shagam, who lives and works 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, began 

creating art after the return of childhood epilepsy. Her 
fascination revolves around “the closer look” that reveals 
a cultural and universal attraction to natural phenomena, 
organic forms, and the emotions they may evoke. 
Shagam’s artistic training consists of workshops with 
local printmakers, several advanced printmaking classes 
at the University of New Mexico, and lots of hard work. 
She is interested in how subtle relationships between 
line, shape, and negative space can create a sense 
of emotional tension. Her techniques include layering 
and the concurrent use of multiple printing media such 
as lithography, collagraph, woodcut, and copperplate 
etching. Her work has been on display in the United 
States, Europe, and Asia and is included in the collections 
of several museums, both domestic and international.
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Katherine Sherwood 
(Revealing Culture)
Katherine Sherwood is a California-based 
artist who explores the intersection of art 
and medical technology in her work. After 
experiencing a cerebral hemorrhage, 

Sherwood became inspired to go in new artistic 
directions. Her paintings reflect her continuing interest 
in the representation of the brain and are composed of 
cerebral angiograms incorporated with sixteenth-century 
imagery of neuroanatomy. The simultaneous use of 
these widely disparate views suggests two revolutionary 
moments in our understanding and representations of the 
brain. Sherwood received her master of fine arts degree 
from the San Francisco Art Institute and has exhibited her 
work all over the United States and internationally.

Yinka Shonibare, MBE 
(Kennedy Center Exhibitions)
British-born Nigerian artist Yinka 
Shonibare, MBE explores cultural 
identity, race, and authenticity through 
his highly performative sculptures, 

paintings, photographs, and films. Shonibare was born 
in 1962 in London and spent his childhood in Lagos, 
Nigeria. He returned to London to attend the Byam 
Shaw School of Art and obtained a master of fine art in 
1991 from Goldsmith’s College in London. Nominated 
for the Turner Prize in 2004, Shonibare creates colorful 
tableaux of historically-dressed, headless mannequins and 
choreographed dances that employ humor and overlay 
deeper narratives relating to colonialism, politics, and 
disability—a subtle reference to the artist’s own impaired 
mobility, a result of a rare spinal infection at age 19 that left 
him paralyzed on one side. 

Sunaura Taylor 
(Revealing Culture)
For Sunaura Taylor, painting is about 
seeing, a seeing that is both political and 
personal—personal, through its intense 
subjectivity, and political in its slowness, 

its individuality, and its absurd inefficiency. Taylor, who 
has arthrogryposis multiplex congenita, believes that 
everybody is a site of politics, philosophy, and perception. 
She creates works that deal with issues surrounding 
disability/normalcy and animal ethics, with the belief that 
having a disability allows her to see that these seemingly 
unconnected issues have many parallels and similarities. 
Taylor received the Grand Prize in the 2005 VSA/

Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., exhibition, Driving 
Force, and has been active with VSA Georgia, where she 
has curated and exhibited her works.

Anne Teahan 
(Revealing Culture)
Anne Teahan’s art employs a range 
of two- and three-dimensional digital 
and physical processes, from drawing 
and painting to the construction of 

fragmented paper sculptures, often from torn printed 
drawings. Teahan, who lives in London, is interested in 
taking ordinary objects such as pots and shoes through 
visual transformations and variations. Her career as an 
artist has included employment in diverse settings, ranging 
from psychiatric wards to children’s workshops. Ten years 
ago, Teahan lost her voice with the onset of laryngeal 
dystonia and also developed an autoimmune disability that 
affects her energy. These experiences, and a long process 
of treatment and adjustment, have worked their way into 
her art in the form of fragmentation and reconstruction. 
Teahan’s art processes are about releasing, uncovering, 
and revealing visual spaces, as well as revealing emotional 
states related to loss and recovery.

Gwynneth VanLaven 
(Revealing Culture)
Gwynneth VanLaven pursues art as 
a social action. She creates art that 
challenges stigmas by shedding light on 
personal and relatable struggles and by 

breaking down the notion that there is a gold standard of 
health and abilities against which to measure. VanLaven, 
who has a physical disability, channels her personal 
challenges and triumphs through art. She says, “I have 
found that living with disability from a young age has given 
me access to empathy, and the knowledge that we are all 
in some way touched by disabilities.” VanLaven is currently 
a candidate for a master of fine arts degree in studio arts 
at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, and has 
participated in numerous shows throughout Washington, 
D.C.

Mark Wittig 
(Revealing Culture)
Mark Wittig is an installation and 
performance artist living in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Growing up with dyslexia, 
Wittig struggled to find a way to speak 

about his learning disabilities. He found that way through 
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his art, creating installations and performances that evoke 
the experiences of people with learning disabilities within 
school systems, job markets, and society as a whole. 
Wittig received his master of fine arts from the University 
of Tulsa in 2007 and has since exhibited in numerous 
exhibitions in Tulsa and participated in VSA’s 2008 
exhibition, Derivative Composition.

Judson Wright 
(Revealing Culture)
Judson Wright originally studied 
as a visual artist before turning to 
programming interactive artwork and 
multimedia performance. He transforms 

ideas by using technology to integrate disciplines, 
resulting in computer art that requires live engagement 
and is programmed to create a playful interactive 
experience. Wright, who is deaf, describes his work as 
“behavioral art.” “The objects, or sensory properties of 
objects, serve only as vehicles or catalysts for some 
action, whether involving muscles and movement or a 
neurological phenomenon that occurs only in our heads,” 
Wright says. His accomplishments include participation 
in the international multimedia Shadow Casters project 
with Dancing in the Streets at the Kitchen in New York, 
and receiving first place in the Netzkunsthaus International 
Web Art competition. Wright, who lives and works in 
New York City, recently completed a faculty fellowship 
at the Interactive Telecommunications Program at New 
York University, where he wrote his thesis on neurology, 
shamanism, psychoacoustics, and the effects of sensory 
stimuli on brain waves.

Rhonda Zwillinger 
(Revealing Culture)
Arizona artist Rhonda Zwillinger creates 
crocheted glass tapestries that refer 
back to the idea of “women’s work” 
and utilize a maximalist approach to 

create a “come touch me” sensuality. After receiving 
her bachelor of fine arts from Brooklyn College in 1971, 
Zwillinger became active in the East Village art scene in 
New York City. At the height of an international career, 
Zwillinger developed multiple chemical sensitivities, but 
she saw this as an opportunity for aesthetic reinvention 
and switched from traditional art materials to glass, pearls, 
and gems. Hanging from armatures made from rusty, 
scavenged tools, Zwillinger’s pieces initiate dialogues 
about contrasting surfaces, high art versus craft, what we 
choose to keep and what we choose to discard.
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capture 

VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

Selected entries will become part of the VSA online writing journal, Infinite Difference.

Open to students ages 11-18

Submissions must be received by December 1, 2010. 

Guidelines and applications are available at www.vsarts.org/callforwriting. 

For more information call +1-202-628-2800 or e-mail writing@vsarts.org.

2010 VSA Call for Writing

Short works of fiction, nonfiction, or poetry must relate to the theme 
capture. Pieces will create the most complete description possible of a 

moment in time, providing the reader  
with a written snapshot.
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VSA works with affiliated organizations nationwide and in 51 countries around the world. For more information,  
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Tel: 1.801.328.0703
Fax: 1.801.328.9868
E-mail: ruth@accessart.org
Web site: www.accessart.org

VERMONT
Ms. Judy Chalmer
VSA Vermont
The Woolen Mill
20 West Canal Street, Suite 7
Winooski, VT 05404
Tel: 1.802.655.7772
Fax: 1.801.655.7773
E-mail: judy@vsavt.org
Web site: www.vsavt.org

WASHINGTON
Ms. Deborah Witmer
VSA Washington
305 Harrison Street, Suite 303
Seattle, WA 98109
Tel: 1.206.443.1843
Fax: 1.206.448.9585
E-mail: info@creativeactivities.org
Web site: www.vsaaw.org

AFFILIATES
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ALBANIA
Dr. Sofika Suli
VSA arts of Albania
Rruga Thanas Ziko N.68
Tirana, Albania
Tel: 355.42.236.9607
E-mail: sulisofika@yahoo.com

ARGENTINA
Dr. Elizabeth Calvo de Suzuki
Ms. Lilibeth Suzuki
VSA arts de Argentina
Fundación Suzuki
Charlone1689
San Miguel, 1663 Buenos Aires, 
Argentina
Tel: 54.11.4664.0771
Fax: 54.11.4667.1476
E-mail: fundsuzuki@yahoo.com
Web site: www.vsartsarg.org

AUSTRALIA
Mr. Gareth Wreford
Arts Access Australia
91 Canal Road
Lilyfield, NSW 2040, Australia
Tel: 61.2.9518.0561
Fax: 61.2.9560.9035
E-mail: ed@artsaccessaustralia.org
Web site: www.artsaccessaustralia.org

AUSTRIA
Ms. Christine Jones
Christine Jones Presents Interart
Yedermann Productions Vienna
Riemergasse 14/31
1010 Vienna, Austria
Tel: 43.676.520.1409
E-mail: jones@yedermann.net
Web site: www.yedermann.net

BELGIUM
Mr. André Cocle
VSA arts de Belgique-Belgïe- 
Belgien-Belgium
c/o Le Silex
Rue Voot 82
1200 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: 32.2.762.4009
Fax: 32.2.779.1575
E-mail: andre.cocle@iris-hopitaux.be
Web site: www.lesilex.be

BRAZIL
Ms. Andréa Chiesorin Nunes
Mr. André Andries
Very Special Arts do Brasil
Associação Vida, Sensibilidade e Arte
Rua Leandro Martins 22 – sala 501
Centro
20080 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Tel: 55.21.8112.1274
E-mail: achiesorin@folha.com.br

ONTARIO, CANADA
Ms. Ellen Anderson
VSA arts of Ontario
Creative Spirit Art Centre
997 & 999 Dovercourt Road
Toronto, Ontario, M6H 2X7, Canada
Tel: 416.588.8801
Fax: 416.588.8966
E-mail: csac@creativespirit.on.ca
Web site: www.creativespirit.on.ca

QUEBEC, CANADA
Mrs. Marie-France Marcil
Ms. Louise Dubeau
VSA arts du Québec
Visions sur l’Art Québec
4835, Christophe-Colomb
Montreal, Quebec, H2J 3G8, Canada
Tel: 514.597.2058 ext. 3200
E-mail: vsaq@vsaq.org
Web site: www.vsaq.org

CHILE
Mr. Mario Alfaro Rivera
Artes Muy Especiales Chile
Los Corteses 5890 
La Reina, Santiago, Chile
Tel/Fax: 56.2.419.1638
E-mail: m_alfaro53@hotmail.com

COLOMBIA
Mr. Ricardo Cobo Diaz
VSA arts de Colombia
Comité Colombiano de Arte sin Barreras
Carrera 4, # 0-82
Popayan - Cauca, Colombia
Tel: 572.820.2300
Fax: 572.820.2310
E-mail: fedar@fedar.org
Web site: www.fedar.org.co

CYPRUS
Mr. Demetrios L. Neophytou
VSA arts of Cyprus
P.O. Box 25374
Nicosia 1309, Cyprus
Tel: 357.22.666955
Fax: 357.22.444250
E-mail: takneo@cytanet.com.cy

ECUADOR
Ms. Ana de Garcés
VSA arts de Ecuador
Fundación de Asistencia 
Psicopedagógica a los Niños, 
Adolescentes y Adultos con  
Retardado Mental
P.O. Box 09-06-2080
Guayaquil, Ecuador
Tel: 593.4.2.281.298
Fax: 593.4.2.681.282
E-mail: capacitacion@fasinarm.org
Web site: www.fasinarm.org

EGYPT
Dr. Mohamed El Banna
Ms. Nadia Adib
Ms. Nadia Elarabi
VSA arts of Egypt
74 Sawra St.
Heliopolis, Cairo 11341, Egypt
Tel: 20.2.2368.2827
Fax: 20.2.2365.0429
E-mail: mbanna@starnet.com.eg

EL SALVADOR
Ms. Delia de Avila
VSA arts de El Salvador
Fundación Pro-Educación de El Salvador
Centro Comerical Feria Rosa,  
Local 121-B
Ave. Dr. Manuel Enrique Araujo
San Salvador, El Salvador
Tel: 503.2243.4210
Fax: 503.2265.8771
E-mail: info@funpres.org.sv
Web site: www.funpres.org.sv

   INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES
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ESTONIA
Ms. Anneli Säre
VSA Estonia
Eesti Puuetega Inimeste Kunstiühing
Pihlaka 10
11212 Tallinn, Estonia
Tel: 372.6.559452
Fax: 372.6.559512
E-mail: kusti2@hot.ee

FINLAND
Mr. Kalle Konkkola
Mr. Ismo Helén
TAIKA
KYNNYS ry
Siltasaarenkatu 4, 5. Floor
00530 Helsinki, Finland
Tel: 358.9.6850.1132
Fax: 358.9.6850.1199
E-mail: ismo.helen@kynnys.fi
Web site: www.kynnys.fi

FRANCE
Ms. Marie-France Milleron
Ms. Marie-Thé Defretin
VSA arts de France
Personimages
91 rue Vercingétorix
75014 Paris, France
Tel: 33.1.45.41.34.44
Fax: 33.1.45.45.40.23
E-mail: courriel@personimages.org
Web site: www.personimages.org

GREECE
Ms. Despina Aslanidou
Very Special Arts Hellas
8, Dafnis Street
Zografou 157 72, Athens, Greece
Tel: 30.210.771.0847
Fax: 30.210.748.7905
E-mail: info@vsahellas.gr
Web site: www.vsahellas.gr

GUATEMALA
Ms. Sonya de Peter
Ms. Elda Vasquez
Artes Muy Especiales Guatemala VSA 
arts
8ª Calle 5-29
Zona 9, Casa #2
01009 Guatemala City, Guatemala
Tel/Fax: 502.2385.4753
E-mail: artesmuyespeciales@gmail.com

HONG KONG
Ms. Ida Lam
Ms. Janet Tam
VSA arts of Hong Kong
Arts with the Disabled Association Hong 
Kong
4th Floor Causeway Bay Community 
Centre
7 Fook Yum Road
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
Tel: 852.2855.9548
Fax: 852.2872.5246
E-mail: ada@adahk.org.hk
Web site: www.adahk.org.hk

ICELAND
Ms. Sigridur Eythorsdottir
VSA arts of Iceland
Perlan
Hateigsvegur 32
105 Reykjavik, Iceland
Tel: 354.552.9445
Fax: 354.551.5137
E-mail: sigridure@fjolmennt.is

INDIA
Dr. Meera Singh
Ms. Ambita Verdi
Very Special Arts India
Plot No. 3 Sector C
Institutional Area
Nelson Mandela Marg
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070, India
Tel: 91.11.2.613.4983
Fax: 91.11.2.411.1577
E-mail: vsai@vsnl.net
Web site: www.vsaindia.org

IRELAND
Mr. Pádraig Naughton
Arts & Disability Ireland
10/11 Earl Street South
Dublin 8, Ireland
Tel: 353.1.473.6600
Fax: 353.1.473.6599
E-mail: info@adiarts.ie
Web site: www.adiarts.ie

ISRAEL
Mr. Nadav Inbar
AKIM Israel
69 Pinchas Rosen Road
Tel Aviv 69410, Israel
Tel: 972.3.766.2210
Fax: 972.3.647.0055
E-mail: nadavi@akim.org.il
Web site: www.akim.org.il

ITALY
Ms. Mariani Giuseppina Minucci
Mr. Sergio Protopapa
VSA-Italia ONLUS
Via Manfredi, 5
00197 Rome, Italy
Tel: 39.06.71.97.08.1
Fax: 39.06.71.97.08.1
E-mail: sergio.protopapa@camera.it

JAMAICA
Mr. Brian Heap
VSA arts of Jamaica
32 Beverly Drive
PO Box 391
Kingston 6, Jamaica
Tel: 876.977.9770
Fax: 876.927.1935
E-mail: brianheap@gmail.com

JAPAN
Mr. Eiji Jo
Mr. Kenzo Jo
VSA arts of Japan
SAORI HIROBA
3F Meidai Bld. 1-2-21, Nakatsu, Kita-ku
Osaka 531-0071, Japan
Tel: 81.66.376.0392
Fax: 81.66.371.1911
E-mail (Eiji Jo): madoka@saori.co.jp
E-mail (Kenzo Jo):  
joakiko@saorinomori.com
Web site: www.saori.co.jp

JORDAN
Ms. Rasha Fathi Nasrallah
Very Special Arts Jordan
YMWA Centre for Special Education
P.O. Box 19124
Amman 11196, Jordan
Tel: 962.6.4207756, 962.6.4207757
Fax: 962.6.4207788
E-mail: ymcsedu@nets.jo

KUWAIT
Ms. Munira Khalid Al Muttawa
VSA arts of Kuwait
Kuwait Society for the Handicapped
P.O. Box 6832
Hawalli 32043, Kuwait
Tel: 965.2263.1277
Fax: 965.2264.2630
E-mail: munira_km@hotmail.com

AFFILIATES
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Bamako, Mali
Tel: 223.7901.0369
Fax: 223.24.26.56
E-mail: troupehinesvsamali@yahoo.fr

NETHERLANDS
Mrs. D.M.J.J. Monissen
Mr. Erik Gramser
Stichting Special Arts Nederland
Postbus 125
3940 AC Doorn, Netherlands
Tel: 31.34.34.20444
Fax: 31.34.34.16133
E-mail: info@specialarts.nl
Web site: www.specialarts.nl

NICARAGUA
Dr. Orlando Octavio Sevilla Amaya
Licda. Lucia Padilla López
Los Pipitos – VSA Nicaragua
Asociación de Padres de Familia con 
Hijos Discapacitados “Los Pipitos” 
Instituto Medico Pedagógico Los Pipitos
Residencial Bolonia
Costado sur de la Casa Nazareth
Apartado Postal 2522
Managua, Nicaragua
Tel/Fax: 505.2268.7873
E-mail: artes@lospipitos.org
Web site: www.lospipitos.org

NIGERIA
Mr. Moses Ogunleye
VSA arts of Nigeria
P.O. Box 21250
University of Ibadan Post Office
Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria
Tel: 234.808.849.0128
E-mail: artmanng@yahoo.com

PANAMA
Ms. Itzel Palacios de Guilbauth
Ms. Ana De Delgado
VSA arts de Panamá
Instituto Panameño de Habilitación 
Especial
Camino Real de Betanía
Apartado 00952-Zona 0818
Panama City, Panama
Tel: 507.501.0524, 507.501.0525
Fax: 507.501.0522
E-mail: cooperacion@iphe.gob.pa
Web site: www.iphe.gob.pa

PERU
Dr. Liliana Mayo Ortega
VSA arts de Perú
Centro Ann Sullivan del Perú
Calle Petronila Alvarez n˚180
Urb. Pando 5ta. Etapa
San Miguel, Lima 32, Peru
Tel: 51.1.263.6296
Fax: 51.1.263.1237
E-mail: lilimayo@ku.edu
Web site: annsullivanperu.org

PHILIPPINES
Ms. Becky Santos
Mr. Dexter M. Santos
VSA arts Philippines, Inc.
St. Francis School
137 Kapiligan Street
Barangay Doña Imelda
North Araneta Subdivision
Quezon City 1113, Philippines
Tel/Fax: 63.2.712.3731
E-mail: sfs_vsap@hotmail.com

PORTUGAL
Dr. Guida Faria
Ms. Cristina Passos
VSA arts of Portugal
Fundação LIGA
Rua do Sítio ao Casalinho da Ajuda
1349-011 Lisbon, Portugal
Tel: 3512.1.361.6910
Fax: 3512.1.364.8639
E-mail: fundacaoliga@fundacaoliga.pt
Web site: www.fundacaoliga.pt

PUERTO RICO
Ms. Nilda R. Morales
Ms. Aida Figueroa-Rivera
VSA arts of Puerto Rico
Sociedad de Educación y Rehabilitación 
de Puerto Rico
P.O. Box 364189
San Juan, PR 00936-4189, USA
Tel: 1.787.767.6710
Fax: 1.787.758.0950
E-mail: afigueroa@serpr.org
Web site: www.serpr.org

LATVIA
Ms. Irina Rulle
Ms. Ilze Bule
VSA arts of Latvia
Society “Saule”
Ventspils str. 29
Riga, LV-1002, Latvia
Tel: 371.761.7609
Fax: 371.762.4866
E-mail: irina.rulle.saule@apollo.lv
Web site: www.saule-rb.lv

LEBANON
Mrs. Rita Merhej
VSA arts of Lebanon
Friends of the Disabled Association
Idad School – Mechref
P.O. Box 14-6688
Beirut, Lebanon
Tel/Fax: 961.560.1663
E-mail: info@friendsfordisabled.org.lb
Web site: www.friendsfordisabled.org.lb

LITHUANIA
Ms. Viktorija Vitaite
VSA Lithuania
Guboja
SILO str. 24
LT-10317 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel: 370.698.43850
E-mail: viktorija@guboja.lt
Web site: www.guboja.lt

MALAYSIA
Ms. Khatijah Sulieman
Majlis Pemulihan Malaysia
Bilik 3, Tingkat 4
Bangunan Sultan Salahuddin  
Abdul Aziz Shah
No. 16, Lorong Utara ‘A’
46200 Petaling Jaya
Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
Tel: 603.7955.3510
Fax: 603.7955.3514
E-mail: myrehab@tm.net.my
Web site: www.rehabmalaysia.org

MALI
Mr. Soumaila Sacko
VSA arts du Mali
Troupe Théâtrale et Musicale Hine-so
s/c Maïga Khady Touré
Handicap International
BP E 2299
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SAINT LUCIA
Ms. Carolyn Archibald
VSA St. Lucia
Dunnottar School for Persons with 
Developmental Disabilities
P.O. Box 849
Castries, St. Lucia, West Indies
Tel: 758.452.4421
Fax: 758.452.2753
E-mail: dunnottar_sch@candw.lc

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
Mrs. Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour
Ms. Salwa Satti
VSA arts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Help Center
P.O. Box 51890
Jeddah 21553, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel: 966.2.663.1113, ext. 2018 or 2022
Fax: 966.2.668.3109
E-mail: vsaksa@helpcenter.med.sa
Web site: www.helpcenter.med.sa

SINGAPORE
Mr. Christopher Yeow
Very Special Arts Singapore Ltd
Blk 133 Bedok North Ave 3 #01-138
Singapore 460133
Tel: 65.6448.6275
Fax: 65.6441.6403
E-mail: ed@vsa.org.sg
Web site: www.vsa.org.sg

SOUTH AFRICA
Mr. George B. Africa
VSA arts of South Africa
P.O. Box 73
Athlone 7764
Cape Town, South Africa
Tel/Fax: 27.21.637.9822
E-mail: geoafrica@telkomsa.net
Web site: www.angelfire.com/ct/
vsasouthafrica

SRI LANKA
Mr. Vijaya Kurukulanatha
Ms. Vishaka Danthanarayana
ESCO Very Special Arts Sri Lanka
ESCO Rehabilitation Council for the 
Disabled in Sri Lanka
No. 26, Egodauyana
Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
Tel: 94.11.265.7090
Fax: 94.11.233.5036
E-mail: esco_rehab@yahoo.com
Web site: www.escorehab.org

SWEDEN
Mr. Bengt Netzler
Ms. Agneta Rapp
Svenska Very Special Arts
Mellangatan 1
413 01 Gothenborg, Sweden
Tel: 46.31.13.77.75
E-mail: info@vsa-sweden.org
Web site: www.vsa-sweden.org

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Ms. Debra Boucaud-Mason
Ms. Carol Brown
VSA arts of Trinidad and Tobago
Student Support Services Division
Ministry of Education
Pembroke Street
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago,  
West Indies
Tel/Fax: 868.624.3661
E-mail: csftd@yahoo.com

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Sheikha Jameela Al Qassimi
Ms. Kawthar Sabri Al Kanni
Emirates Very Special Arts
Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services
P.O. Box No. 5796
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
Tel: 971.6.568.7812
Fax: 971.6.568.5832
E-mail: vsa-art@hotmail.com
Web site: www.schs.ae

AFFILIATES

UNITED KINGDOM
Mr. Jeff Banks
Ms. Lindsay Berry
Theatre Resource
High Street
Chipping Ongar
Essex CM5 0AD, United Kingdom
Tel: 44.12.77.36.56.26
Fax: 44.12.77.36.50.03
E-mail:  
lindsay@theatre-resource.org.uk
Web site:  
www.theatre-resource.org.uk

URUGUAY
Ms. Roidée de los Santos
Ms. Natalia Gil
VSA arts de Uruguay
Acción Coordinadora y 
Reinvindicadora del Impedido del 
Uruguay
Maldonado 1142
Montevideo 11100, Uruguay
Tel/Fax: 598.2.901.5987
E-mail: acridu@internet.com.
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Glen Barnes, Office Services Clerk

Clinton Bowman, Kennedy Center Intern

Esther Boyd, Festival Programming Coordinator

Shirlinda Brice, Receptionist

Laura Broom, Communications & Outreach Manager

Brianne Burger, Festival Access Coordinator

Caitlin Carroll Writer/Editor

Courtney Caldwell, Festival Hospitality Assistant

Sonja Cendak, Festival Exhibitions Manager

Katherine Copeland, Affiliate Services Manager

Lisa Damico, Program Development Coordinator

Melissa Del Rios, Program Development Manager

Annelies Echols, Festival Hospitality Coordinator

Mike Fink, Festival Manager

Don Glass, Director of Evaluation & Outcomes

Jennifer Goff, Director of Public Awareness

Marcie Goldstein, Logistics Coordinator

Salima Jefferson, Executive Assistant

Kevin Kelly, Office Services Supervisor

Liza Key, Artist Services Coordinator

Jeffrey King, Education Services Coordinator

Thuy Le, Affiliate Services Coordinator

Mary Liniger, Director of Education Services

Stephanie Litvak, Director of Program Development

Rachel Loose, Public Awareness Administrative  Assistant

Richard Lynch, Art Director

Dawn McAndrews, Festival Director

Carol McGrath, Director of Affiliate Services

Elizabeth Miller, Director of Performing Arts

Stephanie Moore, Director of Visual Arts

Laura Murdoch-Kitt, Graphic Designer

Nadereh Nasir, Web Content Manager

Jess Peter, Festival Coordinator

Tracy Shaide, Coordinator Finance & Administration

Geraldine Simonnet, Education Program Specialist

Jennifer Wexler, Visual Arts Manager

Louis Whittington, Office Services Clerk

Kim Willey, Evaluation & Outcomes Coordinator

VSA Staff

Soula Antoniou, President

Veda Herman, CFO, Vice President of Finance & Administration

Elena Widder, Vice President of Public Awareness
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VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was founded 
more than 35 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to provide 
arts and education opportunities for people with disabilities and increase 
access to the arts for all. With 52 international affiliates and a network 
of nationwide affiliates, VSA is changing perceptions about people with 
disabilities around the world. Each year, 7 million people of all ages and 
abilities participate in VSA programs, which cover all artistic genres. VSA 
is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. For 
more information, visit www.vsarts.org.

Alternative formats are 
available upon request.

818 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 600   •   Washington, DC 20006

Tel.  202.628.2800    •   TTY 202.737.0645    •   Fax 202.429.0868   •   www.vsarts.org

www.vsartsfestival.org
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Festival Communication Plan 

Executive Summary 
The 2010 International VSA Festival provides a significant opportunity to raise awareness about 
the intersection of the arts, education, and disability. It also provides an opportunity to raise VSA’s 
visibility and showcase the organization’s efficacy and programs, thus assisting with fundraising 
and grant-seeking efforts. This document presents recommendations for the most effective ways 
to leverage media coverage given staff resources. Note that this plan does not encompass 
marketing strategies, which will be determined after a meeting with the Kennedy Center 
marketing team in January.  

Situational Analysis 
Given that this Festival only takes place every five years, VSA must take advantage of as many 
media opportunities as possible to reach the greatest number of people with its core messages. 
This will require proactive strategic planning but also the facility for nimble communications. 
There are three staff members who focus on media outreach: Vice President Rachel Maleh, 
Director of Public Awareness Jennifer Goff, and Communications Manager Laura Broom. Due to 
the various responsibilities of the vice president, the majority of day-to-day media planning and 
outreach will fall to Laura Broom and Jennifer Goff. John Dow, Director of the Kennedy Center’s 
Press Office, will provide additional media outreach support for all Kennedy Center programs. 
Laura Broom will connect with partners’ press contacts once she is given approval. A 
Communications Coordinator (if position is approved) will assist Laura Broom with press 
coordination and media tracking.  

Festival Communications Goals 

 To drive audiences to the Festival 

 To demonstrate VSA’s efficacy and excellence as the leading arts, education, and 
disability organization 

 To disseminate VSA’s core messages on an international, national, and local scale 

 To achieve clear name recognition and branding 

 To demonstrate the breadth of VSA affiliates’ contributions 

Audience (in no particular order) 

 General public 

 Affiliates and supporters 

 Donors 

 Policymakers 

 Educators 

 Artists and arts supporters 

 Disability activists 

Core Messages 

 VSA is the world’s leading arts, education, and disability organization. 

 Focus on the artists and the art. Reframe preconceived notions about what people with 
disabilities can do.  

 VSA models accessibility and inclusion around the world. 

 Students with and without disabilities can participate in the arts. 

 People with disabilities have a right to have access to the arts. 
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Media Targets 
Note: Laura is currently developing a comprehensive spreadsheet with timeline details for 
pitching to media outlets. Jennifer Goff will review the sheet, then it will be shared with the 
directors and the Festival team. 
 
Traditional Media Targets 

 Pitch to the following national print media outlets (among many others): 
o Associated Press, Education Week, LA Times, London Times, Manila News, 

New York Times, O Magazine, Toronto Star, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, 
Washington Post, Vanity Fair, Variety 

 Pitch to the following national broadcast media outlets (among many others): 
o Associated Press Radio, BBC, CBS Sunday Morning News, CNN (board 

member: Judy Woodruff), Good Morning America, NBC Nightly News (“Making a 
Difference” segment), NPR, Sky News, Today Show 

 Pitch to local print and broadcast media outlets in the DC and NYC areas, as well as the 
hometowns of participating artists and educators 

 Pitch to arts trade publications 

 Pitch “process stories” to major outlets (see below) 

 Submit calendar listings to DC media outlets 
o Specific departments (e.g. visual arts) will post approved messages to relevant 

listserves on a timeline of their discretion 

 Place op-eds where appropriate 

 
Social Media Targets 

 Release two Facebook/MySpace posts regarding the Festival per week, beginning the 
week of April 5 

 Tweet beginning the week of May 1 

 Coordinate social media postings with the Kennedy Center FB page 

 Post links to coverage of participating artists on Facebook, MySpace, and in the news 
section of the Festival website 

 Set up an RSS feed on the Festival site and upload to YouTube 

 Create a tagline about the Festival that will appear in the signature of all staff emails 

 Distribute two viral postcard invitations: one released in April, one in May 

 On the VSA website, post one “fast fact” per day regarding the Festival on the home 
page 

 Pitch bloggers at Huffington Post, Slate, Washington City Paper, Washington Post, and 
USA Today, among other outlets 

 Submit Public Service Announcements to arts and/or disability friendly websites. 

 Look into using “audience cams” to film pre-production work 

 
Internal Communications Vehicles 

 Include Festival stories in Creative Spirit, a3, Weekly Wind-Up, and Kennedy Center 
News 

 Provide language for affiliates to place in their newsletters 
 
List of Spokespersons 

 **Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith** 

 Soula Antoniou 

 Jennifer Goff (generalist) 

 Dawn McAndrews (all festival-related information) 

 Elena Widder (performing arts) 

 Stephanie Moore (visual arts) 

 Education is pending 



FESTIVAL COMMUNICATION PLAN 

DRAFT  PAGE 4 

Risks and Issues Management 
Though we always hope for the best, we need to plan for the worst. Because of the high visibility 
of the Festival, it is critical that we devise a crisis communications plan and draft statements in 
the event of an emergency or tragedy. Though the Kennedy Center has prepared statements and 
a system in place, as host of the Festival, VSA should be prepared to make a statement. If we 
have the ability to be nimble, these can be devised quickly if a tragedy occurs. Examples include 
but are not limited to: 

 The death of a performer, artist, or VIP 
o This statement should be ready for non-Festival/VSA-related individuals as well 

(e.g., Stevie Wonder or a pioneer in disability movement) 

 Serious accident/illness that affects a performer, artist, or VIP 
 Though unlikely, protests/unfavorable commentary from fringe movements 

Recommendations 
 Laura Broom and Jennifer Goff will handle general media outreach (e.g., sending press 

releases and following up with pitches) 
o Initial contact with members of the media will begin in January 2010 

 Distribute the following press releases to media outlets and to wire services: 
o Two releases about the overall Festival: one sent in early February, one in May 
o Specific releases about exhibitions, distributed at intervals 
o A release regarding the Education Conference sent primarily to education writers 

 Identify staff members and artists who can speak to the media 
o Arrange for a half-day media training 

 Make every effort to have Soula giving interviews (both print and broadcast) every month 
starting in January 

 Update the one-pager once core messages are approved so that first paragraph can 
address why we are doing the Festival and not just the facts about it. 

 Pitch “process stories” about how we approached the accessibility issues for the Festival  
o Note: This type of story was extremely popular for the Pope’s visit. Reporters 

wanted to know how our team planned for an event of that magnitude. Similarly, 
accessibility is a huge hook and provides an opportunity for us to demonstrate 
our leadership in this area. 

 Delegate program-specific online postings to visual arts, performing arts, and education 
departments, respectively (since the directors, managers, and coordinators have lists of 
all the relevant websites and listserves) 

 Review the Approvals Process for issuing quick statements 

 Hire a communications coordinator to field questions about the Festival citywide events 
and exhibitions and provide general information 

 Develop a media request form 

 Develop a crisis communications plan 
 

Act io n I te m s  

Recommendation  Team lead(s)  

Compose a comprehensive spreadsheet 
listing timeline, each media outlet, # of 
impressions, media contact, date a release 
was sent, date a verbal connection was 
made, notes, and projected follow up 

 Laura Broom and Jennifer Goff  

Compile a list of press office contacts at 
our partner organizations so that Laura 
Broom can connect with them on 
communications plans 

 Dawn McAndrews, Mike Fink, Laura Broom  



FESTIVAL COMMUNICATION PLAN 

DRAFT  PAGE 5 

Act io n I te m s  

Recommendation  Team lead(s)  

Set up communications coordinator to field 
questions about the Festival events and 
general information 

 Laura, Dawn McAndrews, Mike Fink, Jennifer 
Goff 

 

Gather information about the hometowns 
and affiliate offices of participating artists; 
Provide affiliate offices with press release 
language and talking points about artists 
from their area 

 Affiliate team, Dawn McAndrews, Mike Fink, 
Laura Broom  

 

Identify spokespersons and arrange for a 
media training session  

 Jennifer Goff and Rachel Maleh  

Compile a brag sheet on the Festival; 
Laura will collect all Festival “hits” both in 

hard copy form (binder) and electronically 

 Laura Broom and Jennifer Goff  

Forward press materials to directors so that 
they can distribute to genre specific outlets, 
websites, listserves, and other 
organizations 

 Laura Broom and all directors  

Post-Festival 
Quantify success of media campaign by evaluating media hits as compared to spreadsheet goals 
as established by Laura Broom. Obtain analytics for Web site and any information pertaining to 
social media hits.  

 



 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      
 

VSA Presents 

The 2010 International VSA Festival 
 

The Largest Festival Celebrating the Arts and Disability in the World 
Featuring Internationally Renowned Artists and Educators 

June 6–12, 2010 
 
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) ― Those who assume a photographer has to be able to see, a dancer 
has to be able to walk, or a percussionist has to be able to hear are about to have their 
preconceptions challenged. VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, is 
hosting an unprecedented event featuring more than 600 artists, performers, and educators 
from all over the world: The 2010 International VSA Festival, which will take over 
Washington, D.C., from June 6–12.  
 
From music to theater, literary readings to film screenings, and sculptures to paintings, the 
International VSA Festival will feature works by eminent and emerging artists with disabilities, 
as well as renowned educational experts who will share innovative and inclusive instruction 
strategies.  
 
“The International VSA Festival will highlight excellence and ability,” said VSA President Soula 
Antoniou. “The international range of talent and expertise that will be presented is 
phenomenal. Our festival will be a celebration that ensures that all people participate in the 
arts.” 
 
“The International VSA Festival―the Kennedy Center’s international festival for 
2010―celebrates the diversity and vibrancy of arts around the world,” commented Kennedy 
Center President Michael M. Kaiser. 
 
Highlights of the festival include: installations by world-renowned artists Dale Chihuly, Mark di 
Suvero, Judith Scott, and Yinka Shonibare, MBE; performances by Dame Evelyn Glennie, the 
Scottish virtuosic percussionist, with the National Symphony Orchestra; R&B legend Patti 
LaBelle; the jazz stylings of Diane Schuur; Diagnosis of a Faun, an original dance piece that 
VSA commissioned from Tamar Rogoff Performance Projects; Last Comic Standing season 
four winner Josh Blue; the eclectic blues of New Orleans’ Henry Butler; an Opening Ceremony 
hosted by famed actor Marlee Matlin (Children of a Lesser God, The L Word); and Revealing 
Culture, a groundbreaking exhibition of more than 130 works of art by 54 artists with 
disabilities. The visual art exhibitions for the 2010 International VSA festival are designed by 
Michael Graves & Associates/Michael Graves Design Group. 
 
International artistic highlights include: Mali’s renowned singer-songwriter Salif Keita; 
Australia’s indie rock band Rudely Interrupted; the U.K.’s Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company; 
Brazil’s Forró No Escuro; Japan’s virtuoso violinist Narimichi Kawabata; Ireland’s Fishamble: 
The New Play Company; and the Thousand Hand Dance from the China Disabled People’s 
Performing Art Troupe. 
 

http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/festivals/09-10/vsa/conference/
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=NKCST
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVOC
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVOC
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=MKJLB
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=ZKDAF
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVSV
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/artist_detail.cfm?artist_id=HENRYBUTLE
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVEB
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVEB
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVSK
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/artist_detail.cfm?artist_id=RDLYNTRPTD
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/artist_detail.cfm?artist_id=BLUEYESOUL
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/artist_detail.cfm?artist_id=FRONOSCURO
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/artist_detail.cfm?artist_id=KAWABATANA
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVSQ
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVSQ
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVOC
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showEvent&event=VKVOC


As part of the festival, the International VSA Education Conference will feature nearly 70 
workshops, panels, and lectures with education professionals from around the world. 
Participants will learn about inclusive education programs and strategies, share expertise, and 
network with colleagues. Sessions are geared toward three main themes: Advancing Inclusive 
Education, 21st-Century Learning Skills, and Pathways to Employment. Keynote speakers 
include: Sir Ken Robinson, expert in the field of creativity and innovation in education; Dame 
Evelyn Glennie, world-renowned solo percussionist; and Kenneth Eklindh, head of the 
UNESCO program “The EFA Flagship on the Right to Education for Persons with Disabilities: 
Towards Inclusion.” 
 
Performances and exhibitions will take place at venues throughout Washington, D.C., including 
multiple stages at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; AFI Silver Theatre and 
Cultural Center; Atlas Performing Arts Center; DC Improv; The George Washington University 
Lisner Auditorium; H Street Playhouse; Shakespeare Theatre Company’s Harman Hall and 
Lansburgh Theatre; the Smithsonian Institution’s Discovery Theater and International Gallery; 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum; Union Station; and the U.S. Department of Education. 
Since VSA advocates that everyone has a right to learn through, participate in, and enjoy the 
arts, all events and performances in all venues will reflect the highest standard of accessibility. 
 
The 2010 International VSA Festival is presented with the support of the U.S. 
Department of Education; Alice and David Rubenstein; Amway Corporation; 
Volkswagen Group of America, Inc.; CVS Caremark; A. Huda and Samia Farouki; 
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith; Stavros Niarchos Foundation; Ambassador 
Elizabeth Frawley Bagley and Mr. Smith Bagley†; Centene Charitable Foundation; Dr. 
and Mrs. Ronald I. Dozoretz; JoAnn McGrath; Ms. Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour; League of 
Arab States; DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, an agency supported in part 
by the National Endowment for the Arts; Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation; and 
the Kennedy Center International Committee on the Arts. 
 
About VSA 
VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was founded more than 35 years ago 

by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to provide arts and education opportunities for people 

with disabilities and increase access to the arts for all. With 52 international affiliates and a 

network of nationwide affiliates, VSA is changing perceptions about people with disabilities 

around the world. Each year, 7 million people of all ages and abilities participate in VSA 

programs, which cover all artistic genres. VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for 

the Performing Arts. For more information, visit www.vsarts.org. 

### 

CONTACT:  
Laura Broom/VSA 
(202) 628-2800, ext. 3883 
ljbroom@vsarts.org 

http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/festivals/09-10/vsa/conference/
http://www.vsarts.org/
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Art for All
Students with disabilities showcase their creativity at an international art festival in Washington, D.C.
BY RACHAEL HOROWITZ

COURTESY LEIGH BERNARD

Taylor Bernard is one of 51 young artists whose 
works are being showcased in VSA's 
"State of the Art" exhibit in Washington, D.C.

Taylor Bernard and her twin sister were born 12 weeks early. As a result, Taylor suffers from cerebral palsy (CP). It is a 
condition that affects the brain. Kids who are born with CP have trouble controlling the muscles in their body. Taylor is 8 
years old now. She uses a power-wheelchair to get around. Her twin sister Sydney participates in sports, but Taylor has a 
different interest: art.
Taylor submitted a watercolor painting she did of a sunset in Chesapeake Bay, Virginia, to an art contest. Of the more than 
5,500 students who applied, only 51 were selected. Taylor was one of them. Her winning painting is now being displayed 
in Union Station, in Washington, D.C. After leaving Union Station, the exhibit will tour the country.

The contest was sponsored by VSA, the international organization on arts.and disability. The nonprofit group was started 
to give people with disabilities an opportunity to participate in the arts. Submissions for the contest came from students 
with and without disabilities. One winner was chosen from each state in the country (and one from Washington, D.C.). 
The exhibition is part of VSA's International Arts Festival and was also sponsored by CVS Caremark's All Kids Can 
program.

Taylor and her family—along with the other winners—traveled to Washington, D.C., to participate in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the exhibition, called "State of the Art," and to celebrate their accomplishments.

Art Changed Her Life
Amanda LaMunyon represented Oklahoma in the exhibition. She just finished her freshman year of high school. When 
Amanda was in elementary school, she had problems focusing and following rules. She has Asperger syndrome, which is a 
form of autism. Amanda's parents had no idea that she had a disability, and they had to take her out of school. That was 
when they learned Amanda could paint.
"People started looking at her differently," her mother, Sherry LaMunyon, said. "They stopped looking at her as a girl who 
was struggling and started looking at her as an artist. It's changed her whole life."

The president of VSA, Soula Antoniou, said that the point of the exhibition is to focus on students' abilities, rather than 
their disabilities. "What we're trying to do is make sure each student finds something they're good at," she said.

That's exactly what Taylor's done. While she has some difficulty with fine motor skills, she's found that she's talented with 
wide brush strokes in painting.

Inspiring Others
Before finding painting, Amanda said she had trouble fitting in. "I didn't have anything that I felt was my talent," she said. 
Now she's more focused in school and is interested in studying fashion design and theater.
Amanda hopes that the exhibition will show others that even if they have disabilities, they have abilities they don't even 
know yet. You can see more of Amanda's artwork at amandalamunyon.com.

COURTESY SHERRY LAMUNYON

Amanda LaMunyon and her winning art entry.

http://amandalamunyon.com/
http://amandalamunyon.com/


 

2010 International VSA Festival 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
June 6–12, 2010 

 
 

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

 FESTIVAL ENVOYS 

 FESTIVAL AMBASSADORS 

 ARTIST RELATIONS 

 CONFERENCE SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.vsartsfestival.org 
www.vsarts.org 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vsartsfestival.org/


 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
The 2010 International VSA Festival 
Help us celebrate and welcome guests from all over the world by volunteering for the 2010 International 
VSA Festival, a multicultural celebration of the arts and education in Washington, D.C. Artists and educators 
from all over the world will perform, display their art, and teach strategies for inclusive education at leading 
cultural institutions throughout the city. The 2010 International VSA Festival will be the largest multicultural 
arts event of artists with disabilities to take place in Washington, D.C.   
 

 

VOLUNTEER RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Attendance  
We depend on your commitment to participate. Your presence and prompt arrival for your scheduled shifts 
is absolutely necessary. VERY IMPORTANT: If you must change your schedule, or if you have an emergency, 
please contact us immediately. 

 
Arrivals & Breaks 
You must check in at your venue’s information table at the beginning of your shift. Please try to arrive 10-
15 minutes early. Volunteers will receive at least one break for each shift, which will be coordinated by 
Festival Envoys (see specific assignment duties below). 
 

        

 

  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.standrewsunited.com/uploads/image/icon_Largeprint.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.standrewsunited.com/contact/accessibility-at-st-andrew-s&usg=__lOprSVttnsIDjT9ab59phKTDU64=&h=669&w=664&sz=96&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=Dl2RelpwwZwFyM:&tbnh=138&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=large+print+icon&hl=en&um=1


VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENTS 

FESTIVAL ENVOYS 
Use your management skills as the coordinator of your own volunteer group. Assigned to various 
locations throughout the Festival, Envoys serve as the lead volunteer at each location. 
Responsibilities include checking-in volunteers; securing personal property; conducting on-site 
access and hospitality training; tracking hours; and supervising set-up, take-down, and restocking 
of materials.  

 
FESTIVAL AMBASSADORS 
The front line for Festival guests, Ambassadors need a smiling face and a friendly attitude. 
Ambassadors, assigned to various locations throughout the Festival greet audience, distribute 
Festival Guides, answer questions, give directions, assist persons with accessibility needs and, 
most of all, make guests feel welcome!   
 

ARTIST RELATIONS 
Artist Relations volunteers assemble and distribute Artist Welcome Packets, greet artists at hotel 
and events, support artist hospitality needs, provide concierge duties, and attend to artist special 
requests.  Some lifting may be required. 

 
CONFERENCE SERVICES 
Conference Services volunteers will attend the International VSA Education Conference free of 
charge and serve as note-takers for sessions, staff the registration and information table, and 
assist conference attendees.  Note-takers will record information during sessions to be developed 
into a final report published on the 2010 International VSA Education Conference. Conference 
Services volunteers are encouraged to bring their own laptops and be proficient in note-taking and 
identifying what information is relevant to the session. 
 

The Festival will have several hubs of activity: 
Downtown 
Grand Hyatt Hotel 
Smithsonian American Art Museum 
Busboys & Poets 
Shakespeare Theatre Company’s Harman Hall 
and Lansburgh Theatre 
DC Improv 
 
Union Station  
Union Station 
Department of Education 
Capitol Hill 
H Street Playhouse/Atlas Performing Arts 
Center 

Smithsonian  
Smithsonian Discovery Theater 
Smithsonian International Gallery 
 
Kennedy Center  
Atrium and Foyers, Concert Hall, Hall of 
Nations, Hall of States, Family Theater, 
Millennium Stage, North Gallery, Terrace 
Theater, Terrace Gallery, South Gallery  
*The Kennedy Center will have its own 
volunteer training: www.kennedy-
center.org/support/volunteers/

  



2010 INTERNATIONAL VSA FESTIVAL 
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name  ____            
 
Address              
 
City       State_________________ Zip     
 
Phone Day       Phone Eve        
 
E-mail address             
 
Physical Disabilities (if any)           
 
T-shirt size (circle one)   M  L  XL  XXL 
 
List languages spoken (including any sign languages): 
 

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND SCHEDULING 
I will commit to work the following shifts on the following day(s): 
___Sunday, June 6 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
___Monday, June 7 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
___Tuesday, June 8 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

___Wednesday, June 9 
 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
___Thursday, June 10 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
___Friday, June 11 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 

 
___Saturday, June 12 

 early shift 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 mid-shift 1:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
 late shift 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
 I will work the entire day 



VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM (cont.) 
 

Please indicate your job preference by number (1, 2, 3, 4) 1 being your first choice. 
 
_ Envoy  _Ambassador  _ Artist Services _Conference Services 

 
You will receive a confirmation e-mail of your assigned shift(s) and assignment(s). 
 
I am also available to volunteer for the following: 
Conference Set-up 
_ Set-up, Thursday, June 10, from 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
_ Take-down, Saturday, June 12, from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Additional Assignments 
There may be additional activities for which we require assistance as we approach the spring.  
Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering prior to June.  __ Yes   __ No 
 

 

HANDS ON... 

Instructions for completing your application: 
1. Please print or type all information. 

 
2. Use one form per person. You may photocopy the original or call the office at 202.628.2800 

to receive another form. If you want to be scheduled with a friend, you must mail your 
applications stapled together. 

 
3. Assignment Choice: review the list and fill in your choice(s) on the registration form.  

 
4. Assignments are made on a first-come, first-served basis, so please mail your application 

early. You will receive your assignment from the Festival office by mail. If you sign up by 
April 15, 2010, your name will appear in our Festival Guide magazine. Volunteers who want 
to work together should mail or deliver their forms stapled together. 

 
5. Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older. 

 
6. Sign and date the registration form and mail, fax, or e-mail it to: 

 
2010 International VSA Festival 
818 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Attn: Volunteer 
TEL: 202.628.2800 FAX: 202.429.0868 TTY: 202.737.0645  
E-mail: festivalvolunteers@vsarts.org 
  



VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 
All volunteers must attend one of the training sessions held during the week prior to the Festival. 
These sessions provide you with all the necessary details and logistics of the Festival. 
Please check the following training session you plan to attend: 
  
Ambassador, Artist Services, and Conference Services Training 
  
_____ Wednesday, June 2, 2:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.  
 
_____ Thursday, June 3, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
I have read the Festival Volunteer Information. I agree to attend one of the training sessions and 
adhere to the policies and guidelines regarding volunteer work for the 2010 International VSA 
Festival. 
 
___________________________________________ ___________________________ 
Signature  Date 
 

Recruit your friends, family members, neighbors, coworkers, business associates… 
Help us recruit your friends to have fun! Sign up a group from your office as a unique team-
building exercise. You can copy and distribute this form or fill in your friend’s name, and we will 
send an application right away! 
 
Name           
 
Address          
 
City State / Zip          
 
Remember: if you want to work together, you need to mail in your applications together!  
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2010 International VSA Festival 
Volunteer Manual 
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From June 6–12, 2010, VSA—the international organization on arts 
and disability organization—will bring together artists, educators, 
researchers, and policymakers with and without disabilities from 
around the world for a multicultural celebration of the arts and 
education. The Festival will feature visual, performing, literary, and 
media artists and a guest list that includes more than 2,000 
participants from around the globe. The 2010 International VSA 
Festival will be the largest arts event featuring artists with 
disabilities to take place in Washington, D.C. For more information 
visit www.vsartsfestival.org 
 

VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, was 

founded more than 35 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy 

Smith to provide arts and education opportunities for people with 

disabilities and increase access to the arts for all. With 52 

international affiliates and a network of nationwide affiliates, VSA is 

changing perceptions about people with disabilities around the 

world. Each year, 7 million people of all ages and abilities 

participate in VSA programs, which cover all artistic genres. VSA is 

an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

For more information, visit www.vsarts.org. 

 
Volunteers are the front line for Festival guests, with a smiling 
face and a friendly attitude.  The purpose of this manual is to 
help you become comfortable so you can provide a welcoming, 
friendly, and accessible experience for our patrons and visitors 
with disabilities.

http://www.vsartsfestival.org/
http://www.vsarts.org/
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Speaking with Awareness 

Language shapes the way that those around us speak and act 

toward one another and conveys the respect we have for others. 

VSA promotes the use of ―people-first‖ language which puts the 

focus on the individual, rather than on a disability. ―People-first‖ 

language helps us remember that people are unique individuals 

and that their abilities or disabilities are only a part of who they 

are. To find more information on the language of disability please 

visit: www.vsarts.org/x523.xml.   

Examples of Disability Language Use 

Preferred Phrase: A person who uses a wheelchair, erson 

with a visual impairment 

Acceptable Phrase: Uses a wheelchair, blind person 

Unacceptable Phrase: Handicapped, crippled, confined to a 
wheelchair, wheelchair bound 
  

Offering Assistance 

A majority of the time you will be giving directions or answering 

questions about the Festival. If a person with a disability needs 

assistance, see them as a guest or visitor who needs directions 

on an accessible route. There is never a need to know or refer to 

a visitor by his or her disability. Unless there is a medical 

emergency there is NEVER a reason to ask a person if they have 

a disability or to describe their disability. 

 

 
 

http://www.vsarts.org/x523.xml
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Quick Tips on Basic Disability Etiquette 
 

1)  ALWAYS ask before providing assistance. 
 

2) Be sensitive about physical contact. Never touch a person or 
their assistive equipment without permission. 
 

3) Don’t make assumptions-some disabilities are invisible and 
not everyone with a visable disability will want assistance. 
 

4) Look people in the eye and speak to them, not to their 
companion or interpreter. 
 

5) Remember that this event has been designed for universal 
access.  
 

6) Ask a VSA staff member if you aren’t sure how to assist. 

 
People Who Use Wheelchairs or  

Have Mobility Impairments 
 

1) Wheelchairs are part of a person’s personal space. Do not 
lean on, hang things, or place objects in or on a person’s 
wheelchair. 
 

2) Do not push or maneuver a wheelchair without permission. 
 

3) For short interactions, remain standing, but remember to 
seat yourself at eye level with a person when you are having 
an extended conversation.  
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People Who are Blind or Have Low Vision 
 

1) Identify yourself before making physical contact with a 
person. Tell the person your name and position. Inform the 
person if you are leaving or moving away. 
 

2) If a person has a guide dog, walk on the side opposite the 
dog. 
 

3) If you are going to give a warning about an obstacle or step, 
be specific. Don’t just shout, ―watch out!‖ 
 

4) If the person wishes to be guided, offer your arm. Don’t take 
theirs. 
 

5) The proper way to offer a person a seat is to place their 
hand on the back of the chair. 
 

People Who are Deaf or Have Hearing Loss 

1) Make eye contact before beginning to speak. 
 

2) When using an interpreter, speak to the person, not to the 
interpreter.  
 

3) Some people rely on lip-reading for communication. Do not 
obscure your mouth or look away, and make sure that you 
are in a well-lit area.  
 

4) Speak clearly and at a normal volume.  
 

5) Rephrase rather than repeat. 
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People with Speech Disabilities 
 

1) Give the person your full attention and do not interrupt.  
 

2) If you have trouble understanding, don’t just nod. Ask them 
to repeat themselves. In most cases, the person will 
appreciate you taking the time to make sure you understand. 
 

3) Phrase your questions so that they can be answered with a 
yes or no. 
 

4) A quieter environment will often help facilitate better 
communication.  
 

People with Cognitive Disabilities 

1) Speak to the person clearly and concretely. 
 

2) Don’t talk ―down‖ to the person.  
 

3) Remember that the person is an adult and can make their 
own decisions. 
 

4) People don’t all make decisions at the same pace, be 
patient. 
 

5) Maintain your composure and nuetral facial expressions. 
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Volunteer Contract 

 
As a volunteer for the 2010 International VSA Festival, you are an 

important member of our team and serve as a representative of our 
organization to the community at large. For a better understanding of what 
you can expect as a volunteer and what is expected of you by our 
organization, we ask you to read and sign the following 

 
VSA, the international organization on arts and disability will provide 
for you: 

 Beneficial and life-enriching experiences; 

 Comprehensive orientation and general training sessions plus any 
specialized training for specific jobs; 

 Opportunities for professional development and social interaction with 
other volunteers; 

 A specific job description detailing duties and responsibilities; 
 
As a Volunteer for the 2010 International VSA Festival, you agree to: 

 Work an agreed number of hours on a scheduled basis that is 
acceptable to both you and VSA; 

 Choose an assignment within your abilities, interests, and time; 

 Attend a scheduled orientation and general training, and utilize the skills 
learned; 

 Conduct yourself in an appropriate and ethical manner at all times when 
dealing with visitors, board members, and staff; 

 Arrive on time for all agreed upon volunteer assignments prepared to 
support guests of the 2010 International VSA Festival;  

 Have fun and ask questions, if needed; 
 
My signature below indicates that I have read, understand, and accept all 
parts of the Volunteer Contract and will strive to fulfill all parts therein. 
 
Sign______________________________ 

Print______________________________ 

Date______________________________ 

We sincerely appreciate your support! 
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FOREWORD

For over 35 years, VSA has forged a path to ensure equal access in cultural 
venues, in classrooms, and in communities. A network of incredible affiliates, 
partners, funders, and individuals has upheld the momentum of VSA’s 
mission with the expectation of a future inclusive of everyone. 
 
The groundbreaking art exhibition Revealing Culture opens during the 2010 
International VSA Festival.  The Festival is a profound moment in time 
where VSA celebrates milestone accomplishments and looks forward to the 
work ahead with great anticipation. With a variety of citywide events that 
involve all artistic genres, all abilities, and all ages, the Festival will be a 
transformative experience that changes peoples’ perceptions about the arts, 
about disability, and about the role of the arts in education.  
 
Selected by a distinguished jury panel and designed by renowned architect 
Michael Graves, the exhibition incorporates the principles of universal 
design so that visitors of all abilities may appreciate the work on display. 
We welcome you to touch the tactile art objects, to hear the words that 
describe the artwork in a different way, to see the artists’ perspectives, and 
to open your senses to the curatorial premise that these artists are strong 
contributors to culture.  
 
Revealing Culture reveals the concept of disability in a new light. The 
interactive, multidisciplinary exhibition shares with you the personal 
influences of the artists and will reorient your expectations of visiting 
an art show. VSA is delighted that Revealing Culture is on display at the 
Smithsonian Institution—a partner that shares VSA’s commitment to 
making the arts accessible to all.  
 
We offer our most sincere appreciation to everyone involved and to the 
exhibiting artists. Enjoy! 
 
All the best,

 
 
Soula Antoniou  
VSA President
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Ratios of Sensation
 
 
“With what sensation one handles a Carthaginian helmet excavated near Capua, 
household utensils from Herculaneum. . . . There are mirrors, too, belonging to Roman 
matrons . . . with one of these mirrors in my hand I looked among the urns, thinking 
meanwhile, ‘Maybe chance has preserved among these remains some part of the dust 
from the eyes of a Greek or Roman lady, who so many centuries ago surveyed herself 
in this mirror.’” 
    Sophie de la Roche, a visitor to the British Museum, 1786 
 

Hierarchies of the senses are culturally constructed. It is commonly understood that 
Western cultures are ocular-centric—that we privilege sight and seeing above the 
other senses. Certainly such a hierarchy has broad implications for cultural producers 
and museum visitors, but it poses a dilemma for all of us. At stake is not just our 
experience of the work of art, but also our experience of the world—our capacity to be 
fully alive to a world of manifold sensations. 
 
When Sophie de la Roche made a visit to the British Museum in 1786, it was still quite 
common for visitors to museums and collections to handle the objects on display. By 
running one’s hand over the surface of an object, feeling its weight and texture, one 
might sense traces of its maker or owner and, in some mysterious way, across vast 
stretches of time be brought closer to those persons. The poet and critic Susan Stewart 
has described this experience as the “magic contagion of touch.”  
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By the mid-nineteenth century, public museums, particularly, had abandoned 
these practices in favor of modes of display that proscribed any sensory connection 
to exhibited objects, save looking. But as recently as the 1950s, there was still 
considerable debate, even among societies and cultures more or less bound by common 
traditions, as to which of the senses was the most powerful in its ability to transmit 
knowledge and meaning. For Russians, by dictionary definition, it was touch. Touch 
was understood to be the foundation of all the other senses—the touch of food upon 
tongue activated taste; the touch of sound waves upon the ear, hearing.   
 
Artists have always understood the notion of embodied knowledge and have 
constructed complex multisensory environments as a means to communicate the 
ineffable or imperceptible. When Giotto planned and painted the frescoes of Padua’s 
Scrovegni Chapel, he did so with the understanding that these scenes from the life of 
Mary and the life of Christ would become one element in an immersive environment in 
which spoken and sung prayers, the smell of incense and burning candle wax, would 
all combine to draw visitors into a more complete meditative state. A nineteenth-
century Japanese ceramicist makes a tea bowl and, in the penultimate act before firing 
it, leaves the impression of his hands on the sides of the bowl. A twenty-first-century 
guest at a tea ceremony in Kyoto lifts the same bowl to her lips and, in doing so, places 
her hands within the impression left by that long-ago maker. Every day, somewhere 
in the world, someone opens a drawer and pulls out an old photograph, so cracked 
and frayed from a hundred years of handling that it is no longer just a medium for 
reproduction but is an object through which touch draws its handler closer to the 
photographic subjects within.
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The emergence of new, multidisciplinary forms in art in the second half of the 
twentieth century signaled a renewed interest on the part of artists in making work 
that combines painting and sculpture, architectural and scenographic elements, 
moving images and sound to produce environments that are multivalent, frequently 
ephemeral, or characterized by impermanence. On occasion, the museum or gallery 
space may become the setting for social interactions, a space within which the artist 
and the audience collaborate in a performance or other shared activity. Conversely, 
some artists leave the gallery behind entirely in favor of interventions on city streets 
and in public spaces. 
 
It is within this setting that the artists in Revealing Culture share with us their 
experiences of the world. Judson Wright’s investigations of neurologic response and 
Simon Mckeown’s bio-mechanic motion studies bring us closer to an understanding 
of the body in space and the brain’s role in activating the senses. Sheri Marshall 
reintroduces us to ancient archetypes of the feminine. And photography’s complicated 
position as a purported recorder and transmitter of truths is examined in works by 
Lynnda Pardoe, Liz Doles, and Allen Bryan.

Ju Gosling, Michelle Herman, and Catherine Larson interrogate medical experimentation 
and imaging processes, questioning the ethics and reliability of many standard 
practices and their effect upon unwitting research subjects; while Gwynneth 
VanLaven’s The Waiting Room reminds us of the numbing surreality that often 
accompanies chronic illness: endless hours spent in an indeterminate state in spaces 
seemingly constructed to heighten and intensify anxiety.  
 
In describing his work, Busser Howell notes that he has an advantage as a blind painter 
over the artist who must apply a blindfold to experiment with techniques that come 
naturally to him. In The Morning Paper, a performance and installation, Mark Wittig 
literally takes aim at the object of his frustration, while Justin Finnegan transforms 
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old books into objects of assertive beauty. Rhonda Zwillinger, a pioneer of New York’s 
East Village art scene in the 1980s, uses found objects—beads, rusty farm implements, 
glass, and gemstones—to fashion totemic tapestries imbued with what she describes 
as a “come touch me, teasing sensuality.” Bill Shannon, the Crutchmaster, takes to 
the streets and brings us along in a performance that is equal parts dance, skateboard 
odyssey, and parcour; and John Lado Keni reminds us, if we need reminding, that all 
words begin as sounds, and language as glyphs. 
 
Present-day visual technologies and a media-saturated environment have further 
reinforced our ocular-centrism. In contrast, indigenous societies continue to privilege 
a multisensory dynamic, one within which the world is understood through varieties of 
sensory experience. Hierarchies of the senses have at times in history been employed 
to distinguish the rational from the primitive on the basis of higher and lower orders 
of sensation, again ranking sight as the sense most associated with the rational, and 
touch and smell as the recourse of the less enlightened. The comparison to the position 
of those marginalized by their difference in our own age is unmistakable. Whether 
for reasons of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexuality, or ability, societies have a 
troubling tendency to push the other to the margins. The reasons for this are most 
likely primal and connected to deep-seated, irrational assumptions. In "Strangers to 
Ourselves," an extended essay on xenophobia, the psychoanalyst and theorist Julia 
Kristeva suggests that our fear and rejection of the other is in fact an expression of 
self-loathing—our turning away from all that we fear and revile in ourselves.  
 
Art is one way that societies hold a mirror to themselves and open pathways to 
transformation. In ways direct or allusive, ironic or earnest, frequently humorous  
and occasionally scathing in their critique of the dominant culture and its attitudes 
toward the differently abled, these fifty-four artists offer us fresh ways to approach 
their worlds and unique experiences, and new ways of understanding the world we 
inhabit together.

 
Leanne Mella 

Consulting Curator
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©2009 Jamshid Agayev, detail of Shah Nameh, laser-incised drawing on wood (21 x 37.5 inches)

Jamshid Agayev
Born May 28, 1962, in Baku, Azerbaijan 
Lives and works in Baku, Azerbaijan

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 National Exhibition: Competition of Disabled Persons, Baku, Azerbaijan, 
  November 2008  
 Exhibitions in London and Scotland, June 2002 
 Competition of International Philanthropic Foundation, Moscow, October 2001
 
The inspiration for Jamshid Agayev’s miniature artworks is the work of classical 
Azerbaijani poets and their counterparts around the world. Along with his background 
in a family of historians, Agayev’s own reading in history and literature has enhanced his 
understanding and enthusiasm for his discipline. These delicately incised scenes extend 
motifs from the painting traditions of Central and South Asia to a uniquely contemporary 
medium through the use of the laser. A deep knowledge of religions, and the history and 
culture of nations of Turkic origin, are other influences in Agayev’s work.



9©2006 Leni D. Anderson, Judgment Calling, acrylic on canvas (62 x 62 inches)

Leni D. Anderson
Born April 4, 1965, in Los Angeles, California 

Lives and works in Columbus, Ohio 

Education: 
 Master of Science, Kent State University, 2009 
 Bachelor of Arts, Ohio State University, 2007 
 Associate of Arts, Columbus State Community College, 2006 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Notes from Dresden (Greater Columbus Arts Council International Artists’
  Fellowship Residency exhibition), Columbus Cultural Art Center, 
  Columbus, OH, 2009 
 Dia de los Muertos, event hosted by Latinos Arts for Humanity, Columbus Music
  Hall, Columbus, OH, 2009 
 Italian Inspired, Concourse Gallery, Upper Arlington, OH, 2009
 
A self-described outsider and performance artist, Leni D. Anderson reinterprets the 
art of the Middle Ages as a means to explore contemporary issues and events in the 
United States and around the world. While his work mixes religious and secular images, 
icons, and symbols, he considers those elements a form of encryption; the real message 
is “what’s happening in today’s world.” Anderson’s sources and references are wide-
ranging and diverse, and include Dante and Bruegel the Elder, among many others. A 
resident of Columbus, Ohio, Anderson is active as a curator and performance artist. His 
decision to become an artist was influenced by his service in the military during the first 
Gulf War.
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Stephanie Bachiero
Born June 26, 1982, in Torrance, California 
Lives and works in Laguna Beach, California

©2008 Stephanie Bachiero, detail of Push, porcelain cast copper (15 x 11 x 3 inches)

Education 
 Bachelor of Arts, Boston College, 2007 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 OsCene Exhibition, Laguna Art Museum, Laguna Beach, CA, 2010
 Summer Supermarket, Peter Blake Gallery, Laguna Beach, CA, 2009
 Surf Casa Project, La Casa del Camino, Laguna Beach, CA, November 3, 2009
 
Stephanie Bachiero’s artwork began as the creative conversation between hand and clay 
of a young stroke survivor. Abstracted forms extending from base to wall defy gravity, 
a by-product of manipulating and twisting porcelain. Components of negative space 
and solid architectural structure ground the work as a unified sculpture. This dialogue 
between the material and her own body brought stability and structure to Bachiero’s 
work, as well as to her recovery.
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Loretta Bebeau
Born May 10, 1948, in Richardton, North Dakota 

Lives and works in Minneapolis, Minnesota

©2005 Loretta Bebeau, View Point, charcoal and collaged paper on sheetrock  (24 x 24 inches)

Education: 
 Master of Arts, Hamline University, 1998 
 Bachelor of Science, North Dakota State University, 1970 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Line over Line, Bohlander Art Gallery, Minneapolis, MN, January 2009
 Journeys, Minneapolis Foundation/W.A.R.M., Minneapolis, MN, April 2009
 Small Works, 440 Gallery, Brooklyn, NY, July 2008
 
Means and methods of communication occupy a central place in Loretta Bebeau’s work. 
She utilizes repurposed, humble materials, typically overlooked but essential in everyday 
life. The recurring use of the alphabet and the game of tic-tac-toe are both references 
to her hearing loss. Vowels, consonants, and scrambled letters against a structural grid 
are metaphors for memory, realization, and defiance.
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©2004 Jon Berge, detail of Four/For Mona Lisa , mixed media: wall-mounted sound installation of braille, birch wood, 
bronze, and written statements (30 x 252 x 8 inches)

Jon Berge
Born February 23, 1960, in Crookstein, Minnesota 
Lives and works in Columbus, Ohio

Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, Ohio State University, 1996 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 March to the Beat, Centre de Cultura Contemporanea, Barcelona, 
  February–September 2002 
 The Bridge, Contemporary Art Center, New Orleans, LA, July-August 1996
 Swept Aside, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, OH, May–September 1992
 
Jon Berge showed a poster of the Mona Lisa to 100 inner-city children aged 7 to 14. 
The children were asked to respond to the following challenge: Imagine ways of helping 
individuals who can’t see the image to understand what the portrait of the Mona Lisa 
looks like. The project was created to be tactile, so that the visual aspect of the piece is 
not the focus. The focus of Berge’s work lies in encouraging participants—regardless of 
prior experience, physical abilities, age, ethnicity, or class—to examine the relevance of 
art and accessibility in their own lives.
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Education: 
 Master of Arts, New York University, 1964  
 Bachelor of Arts, Queens College, 1961 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Once Again, Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council, Glens Falls, NY, April 2009
 Fragments of Society, Ivy & Associates, Schuylerville, NY, 2008
 Industrial Still Life, BJS Gallery, Glens Falls, NY, August 2008
 
R. Jane Bouchard’s abstract assemblages are made of found objects and recycled 
materials. They are inspired by an emotional response “to seeing the artistic potential 
in the cast-offs and fragments of the industrial age and bringing them new life as art.” 
Using scrap metal and the detritus of our consumer society, she fashions sculptures that 
are whimsical and delicate. Sometimes referred to as Natural Abstraction, Bouchard’s 
work is also a commentary on affluence, waste, and the manner in which certain 
societies use, preserve, and reuse basic materials.

©2008 Jane Bouchard, A Cat's Ball of Twine, mixed media (20 x 26 x 7 inches)

R. Jane Bouchard
Born June 12, 1940, in Brooklyn, New York 

Lives and works in Greenfield, New York 
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Allen Bryan
Born June 19, 1944, in Brooklyn, New York 
Lives and works in Saugerties, New York

Education: 
 Bachelor of Science, State University College at New Paltz, 1966 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 2nd Annual, Light Factory, Charlotte, NC, July 2009
 Intimate Visions, Kleinert/James Gallery, Woodstock, NY, July 2009
 Exposure: 14th Annual Juried Exhibition, Photo Resource Center, Boston, MA, 
  April–May 2009 
 
Allen Bryan’s digitally constructed photographs portray intimate interior spaces 
juxtaposed with actual and imagined landscapes. When linked in a single photographic 
image, these constructions take on added meaning, encouraging the viewer to imagine 
the worlds of the purported inhabitants of these spaces. Bryan accomplishes this by 
combining two seemingly incompatible techniques: quickly taken street images and 
contemplative, atmospheric—sometimes digitally constructed—landscape work, in a 
single photographic image. As one whose sight is limited to a visual field of less than 10 
degrees, Allan Bryan produces imagery that is simultaneously compelling and disquieting.

©2007 Allen Bryan, Tea Party, pigment inkjet photograph (20 x 55 inches)

©2009 Allen Bryan, Breakfast Buffet, pigment inkjet photograph (16 x 34 inches)
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Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Oregon State University, 2006 
 
Select recent exhibitions: 
 For Eye and Mind, Shasta County Arts Council, Redding, CA, April–May 2010
 Inspiring Print Makers, Cave Creek Coffee Gallery, Cave Creek, AZ, May 2009
 Abstract, Red Bluff Art Gallery, Red Bluff, CA, March 2009
 
In Touch, Christina Casebeer uses a pair of vintage gloves to question notions of purity 
and chastity. Outwardly, the dress glove symbolizes female decorum and propriety. 
Casebeer extends that metaphor and views the glove as a mark of female separateness, 
a subtle cue to the wearer and the world that touch, touching, and its implied intimacy 
are a violation of societal norms. Casebeer’s gloves represent the conflict between 
propriety and the desire to connect.

Christina Casebeer
Born June 26, 1984, in Redding, California 

Lives and works in Northern California 

©2006 Christina Casebeer, Touch, antique crocheted gloves and fabric stiffener (16 x 18 x 18 inches)
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Martin Charlot
Born March 6, 1944, in Athens, Georgia 
Lives and works in Burbank, California

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Chicana/o Biennial, MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana, 
  San Jose, CA, 2007 
 Connecting Cultures, Phoenix Airport Museum, Phoenix, AZ, 2007
 Pronouncing Diversity, Eagle Rock Center for the Arts, Eagle Rock, CA, 2006
 
The persistent subject of Martin Charlot’s paintings is the complex mix of cultures and 
races in his chosen home, Los Angeles. His intention in L.A. Portrait is to combine two 
historic painting traditions from his own heritage, French and Aztec, into one painting. 
Depth and dimensionality in his paintings are of special significance, as he lacks depth 
perception as a result of the loss of his right eye. In addition to creating murals and 
large-scale paintings, Charlot is a writer, actor, filmmaker, illustrator, and educator.

©2004 Martin Charlot, L.A. Portrait, oil on linen (72 x 80 inches)
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Education: 
 Master of Social Work, Rutgers University 
 Bachelor of Social Work, Seton Hall University 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Truths, Red Horse Gallery, VSA of New Jersey, Monmouth, NJ, May–July 2010
 Art Saves Lives, Partnership between the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey and 
  the Summit Free Public Library, Summit, NJ, 2009 
 Truths, Arts Unbound, Orange, NJ, 2008
 
Amy Charmatz paints in a distinctly folk idiom. She is an acute observer of the world 
around her, and her scenes of domestic interiors—brightly colored and starkly outlined 
acrylics on paper—are a platform for what she describes as “truisms,” written messages 
conveying basic truths culled from her experiences as a person with a disability from 
childhood to today. Charmatz has lived through a transitional period in the dominant 
culture’s understanding and response to disability. She has stated, “When I was a child 
. . . information and opportunity were very limited compared with today. . . . Over the 
last 50 years, a culture has developed around being differently-abled. There has been a 
gradual recognition that difference, and the expression of difference, is necessary in art 
and in life.” 

Amy Charmatz
Born June 7, 1956, in East Orange, New Jersey 

Lives and works in Springfield, New Jersey 

©2008 Amy Charmatz, Her Bread and Butter, acrylic on paper (15 x 11 inches)
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Kenn Coplan
Born July 30, 1970, in Chicago, Illinois 
Lives and works in Surprise, Arizona

Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, Savannah College of Art and Design, 1995 
 Bachelor of Arts, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1993 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Alchemy, California Modern Art Gallery, San Francisco, CA, 2009
 Der Ligner, RayKo Photo Center, San Francisco, CA, 2007
 Quack Artist, Roark Gallery, Los Angeles, CA, 2002
 
In NSSED File No. 5279, Kenn Coplan finds a way to make sense of a seemingly 
endless struggle to be understood within an educational system that repeatedly failed 
him. More than 200 documents, including progress reports and evaluations, arrayed 
in a conventional classroom setting, chronicle a decades-long struggle with a system, 
teachers, and administrators who repeatedly mistook his learning disability, dysgraphia, 
for an intellectual disability.  
 
If making a work of art may be said to be a redemptive or purifying act, then Coplan 
has exorcised the demons that dominated so much of his young life. Today, in addition 
to installation and work in other media, he is an accomplished production designer and 
prop maker for feature films.

©1995 Kenn Coplan, detail of NSSED File No. 5279©1995 Kenn Coplan, NSSED File No. 5279, 
mixed-media installation (variable dimensions)
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Henry Coupe
Born May 6, 1924, in Utica, New York 

Lives and works in Utica, New York

©1995 Kenn Coplan, detail of NSSED File No. 5279

©2008 Henry Coupe, Father and Daughter, oil on linen 
(8 x 8 inches)

©2009 Henry Coupe, Adolescent Girl, oil on linen 
(24 x 18 inches)

Education: 
 Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute School of Art, 1948 
 Bachelor of Arts, Social Studies, Utica College of Syracuse University, 1956 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 51st National Exhibition of American Art, Strohl Art Center, Chautauqua, NY,  
  June 22–July 15, 2008 
 6 Over 70, CCVA Logan Galleries, Chautauqua, NY, August 12–23, 2007 
 
Henry Coupe, an artist with visual impairment that began in early childhood, studied 
art at the Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute School of Art in Utica, NY. There he was 
part of an active scene of young artists following World War II. Coupe’s oil paintings 
of individuals, pairs, groups, or mother with child, frequently set against a landscape 
ground, are all highly expressionistic and show the influence of certain work of the Blue 
Rider group of the early 20th century.
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Liz Crow
Born May 11, 1964, in Cheshire, United Kingdom 
Lives and works in Bristol, United Kingdom

 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Resistance, screened at Ability Fest, Chennai, India, July 2009
 Nectar, screened at Ability Fest, Chennai, India, July 2007, and at British Film 
  Institute, London, 2006 
 Frida Kahlo’s Corset, screened at Tate Modern, London, June 9–October 9, 2005
 
Liz Crow’s Resistance and Conversations videos, drawn from her multi-media installation 
titled Resistance, are powerful examples of the role that the arts can play in movements 
for social change. In an exercise in history and memory, Crow tells the story of a young 
woman, Elise, who uncovers and resists the World War II–era Nazi campaign against 
people with disabilities. This multi-layered and interactive project (in the installation 
version visitors are invited to add their comments) brings to light an overlooked  
period in the history of people with disabilities and their struggle for recognition and 
equal rights.

©2008 Liz Crow, still from Resistance, film – digibeta (12 minutes)
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Liz Doles
Born March 4, 1949, in Newburgh, New York 

Lives and works in Cambridge, Massachusetts

©2009 Liz Doles, Pashupatinath Temple, pinhole 
photograph (20 x 24 inches)

©2009 Liz Doles, Passageway, Forbidden City, pinhole 
photograph (20 x 24 inches)

Education: 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of Massachusetts, 2007 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 84th International Competition: Photography!, Print Center, Philadelphia, PA, 
  May 2010 
 The Artist’s Voice, Resnikoff Gallery, Roxbury Community College, Boston, MA, 
  May 2010 
 Violence Transformed, Doric Hall, Massachusetts State House, Boston, MA, 
  April 2010 
 
“I think at some very near moment in time, everything on the planet will have been 
documented through photography. I wish to make my contribution to this mind-boggling 
phenomenon.” —Liz Doles  
 
Liz Doles reaches back to primitive photography as a means of exploring the experience 
of Graves’ disease. Using a pinhole camera, Doles judges exposure by time of day, 
longitude, and season, and relies on “serendipity and a bit of divine assistance” to make 
her photos. The resulting images, although contemporary, are evocative of the long-ago, 
far away. Although Doles has said that she is eager to contribute to the phenomenon of 
a photo/media-saturated planet, in fact her technique brings us images that look as if 
they might have been photographed over a century ago, from a world on the cusp  
of modernity.
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Emily Eifler
Born March 4, 1985, in Boulder, Colorado 
Lives and works in San Francisco, California

©2008 Emily Eifler, Cavum, wood, yarn, polyester stuffing  (38 x 140 x 37 inches)

Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, California College of the Arts, expected 2011 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Armory Show, Pier 94, New York City, March 5–8, 2009
 Green Light, VSA/Volkswagen Group of America, Smithsonian Institution, S. 
  Dillon Ripley Center, Washington, DC, September 17, 2008– 
  January 4, 2009 
 Derivative Composition, Terrace Gallery, John F. Kennedy Center for the 
  Performing Arts,Washington, DC, June 19–July 20, 2008 
 
Emily Eifler’s soft sculptures are simultaneously a commentary on the detritus of our 
daily lives and the complexity and vibrancy of local culture. Sometimes mistaken for 
fiber art, in fact Eifler’s works comprise materials common in our daily lives: pillow 
stuffing, paper, plastic bags, pieces of fabric, and yarn combined to produce joyous 
sculptures that are either pure abstractions or, as in Mother and Child, anthropomorphic.
 
Eifler’s choice of materials lends a scavenged quality to her works and, for her, those 
gathered and accumulated elements forming a whole are a metaphor for how culture 
thrives—“small components linked together into the overall form.”  

©2008 
Emily Eifler, 
detail of 
Cavum
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Education: 
 Master of Architecture, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 2007 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of Washington, 2000 
 
Selected recent exhibition: 
 Inaugural Show, Pacini Lubel Gallery, Seattle, WA, July–August 2004
 
Jeffrey Erken paints from found photos and personal snapshots. In Going On, with God, 
he isolates an image from a publicity photo for the band Interpol to articulate a long-
time obsession with the Fantastic Four superheroes. Erken combines the band members 
with elements that allude to classical antiquity and art history. A plinth, intended to 
exalt the subject, is used here to maintain the photographic aspect ratio; a more or less 
monotone palette is an homage to Picasso’s Guernica. The figures themselves, their 
bodies attenuated and heads distorted, take on a columnar or totemic quality.  
 
In other works, Erken has depicted a range of happy moments from his childhood,  
drawn from family photos most probably “destined for a landfill.” The elements and 
references in Erken’s work reveal much about both his training as an architect and 
schizoaffective disorder.

Jeffrey Erken
Born March 15, 1978, in Magnolia, Washington 

Lives and works in Stanwood, Washington

©2008 Jeffrey Erken, Going On, with God, oil on linen (48 x 60 inches)
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Emmet Estrada
Born December 26, 1985, in Brooklyn, New York 
Lives in East Providence, Rhode Island, and works in Warren, Rhode Island

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 6th Annual Paul V. Sherlock Memorial Art Show. Atrium Gallery, Providence, RI, 
  March 2009 
 My Show: Figure Paintings by Emmet Estrada. Top Drawer Art Center, East 
  Providence, RI, September 2008 
 Providence Art Windows. Various public locations, Providence, RI, 
  September 2008 
 
“Estrada’s work represents the freedom and joy of the mind as it wanders through 
countries and civilizations both ancient and modern, real and imagined. Like a true 
explorer and artist, he always has one more idea over the horizon, one more aspect 
of humanity yet to be painted. He paints the Chinese, the French, the Japanese, the 
Indians, the English, the Egyptians, Mexican bullfighters, cavemen, birds, dinosaurs, 
dragons, and demons. Each painting is like an exclamation point as it hovers over the 
singular idea of the day. 
 
Taken in its entirety, his work forms one vast world that is as populated as our own, as 
he joyously ruminates over the infinite variations.”  
      —Seamus O. Hames, Studio Coordinator  
         Top Drawer Art Center

©2008 Emmet Estrada, My Show, mixed media (84 x 300 inches)
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Joan Fabian  
Born March 31, 1962, in Chicago, Illinois  

Lives and works in San Antonio, Texas

©2007 Joan Fabian, I Am So Hungry, mixed media (56 x 48 x 5 inches)

Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, University of Texas at San Antonio, 1995 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 1985 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Project Top Shelf, REM Gallery, San Antonio, TX, March 12–May 10, 2010
 Evidence-Site Specific, Flatland, Delft, The Netherlands, December 27, 2009–
  January 15, 2010 
 Your Lips, Blue Star Art Space, San Antonio, TX, May 1–June 6, 2008
 
Joan Fabian describes her relief paintings as “body language in visual form,” an apt 
description for these colorful, complexly patterned works. There is a cross-cultural 
gloss to these paintings. Fabian travels frequently, and it is not difficult to find hints 
of visual and cultural forms from many parts of the world in these reliefs. References 
to Southeast Asian shadow puppets, a charging bull, or a Samurai warrior may all be 
discovered in these vibrant and playful paintings.
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Justin Michael Finnegan
Born August 26, 1991, in Slidell, Louisiana 
Lives and works in Slidell, Louisiana

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Savannah College of Art and Design, expected 2014 
 
Selected recent exhibition:  
 Accelerate, Smithsonian Institution, S. Dillon Ripley Center, Washington, DC, 
  September 2009–January 2010 
 
Justin Michael Finnegan’s molded book sculptures are much more than a mere 
transformation of the printed page. A self-described tactile learner, Finnegan’s dyslexia 
is the impetus for smart, accomplished, and subtly ironic work. Frustration and Fighting 
Back are both part of a larger series of sculptures made from the torn pages of old 
books found in his attic. While the books may begin as a metaphor for his frustrations 
with the printed page, the objects they become are formidable poetic gestures. 
Following his graduation from Slidell (Louisiana) High School in June 2010, Finnegan 
will enter the Savannah College of Art and Design.

©2009 Justin Michael Finnegan, Frustration, mixed media (11 x 12 x 12 inches)

David S. Forbes
Born June 6, 1957, in Castro Valley, California  

Lives and works in West End (Brisbane), Queensland, Australia



Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, University of California–Berkeley, 1983 
 Master of Arts, University of California–Berkeley, 1982 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of California–Berkeley, 1980  
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Artworkers’ Award Exhibition, Metro Arts, Brisbane, Australia, 2009
 Corangamarah Art Prize, Corangamarah, Australia, 2008 
 Public Art Project/Artist-in Residence, Brisbane State High School, Brisbane,  
  Australia, 2007 
 
David S. Forbes works with the intrinsic properties of electric light to make luminous 
sculptural boxes. Starting with neon, he works with principles of reflection, diffusion, 
and diffraction to produce over 150 shades and intensities of light. Forbes has said that 
“intersections and dualities” intrigue him: transparency and opacity, man-made and 
natural materials, artificial and natural light, interior and exterior, all combine to produce 
works that draw the viewer into the spaces to which his works allude.
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David S. Forbes
Born June 6, 1957, in Castro Valley, California  

Lives and works in West End (Brisbane), Queensland, Australia

©2006 David S. Forbes, Staples, cast resin, neon, soft steel (15 x 19 x 5 inches) 
On loan from the Dawe/Harnett family of Brisbane, Australia.
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Barbara Freeman
Born June 18, 1951, in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Lives and works in Tujunga, California

©2009 Barbara Freeman, detail of Green Thumb, ceramic (7 x 6 x 6 inches)

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Gallery of Functional Art, Bergamot Station, CA, 2003–5 
 Sofahenge, Vacant Lot, Los Angeles, CA, 2002
 Stick Up, Crocker Bank Building, Los Angeles, CA, May 5–June 5, 2002
 
“Art is the best thing I do. . . .” —Barbara Freeman 
 
Barbara Freeman removes as many traces of culture or identity as possible from her 
engaging ceramic sculptures, preferring to reveal other forms of sociability through 
her use of such devices as safety pins and paper clips or a ceramic detail of a green 
thumb. For Freeman, these sculptures are a subtle means of communicating our shared 
humanity instead of those things that separate us. Taking an activist’s approach to 
her work in art, she has also executed several public art projects, including one called 
Sofahenge for the city of Los Angeles. Constructed from sofas found on city streets, 
Sofahenge called attention to the problem of personal property abandoned on 
city streets.
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Ju Gosling aka ju90
Born May 1962, in Colchester, United Kingdom 

Lives and works in London, United Kingdom

©2007 Ju Gosling aka ju90, Abnormal 2, Lambda print on aluminum (23 x 40 inches)

Education: 
 PhD, University of Kent at Canterbury, 2001 
 Master of Arts, University of East London, 1992 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of East Anglia, 1983 
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 Abnormal: Towards a Scientific Model of Disability, touring nationally in 
  the UK with support from the Wellcome Trust, 2008–present 
 Life & Liberty, Westbourne Grove Church Artspace, London, 2008

Ju Gosling aka ju90’s work embodies a much-needed critique of medical and scientific 
definitions of normalcy, and the approach these professions take to persons who are 

"differently abled." From fetal testing and designer babies, to the use of children and 
adults in experimental settings, Gosling highlights the ways in which those designated 
as "abnormal" are excluded from the mainstream of society and the rights and privileges 
others take for granted. Through her principally photo-based work, she examines 
how people, particularly children, are turned into research subjects, their basic rights 
of privacy or consent disregarded. Gosling is an active member of the Disability Arts 
movement, and the three works in this exhibition are an outcome of her time as an 
artist-in-residence at the UK’s National Institute of Medical Research.
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Lesley Haas
Born December 20, 1952, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Lives and works in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

©2005 Lesley Haas, detail of Raw Suffering of a Woman

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Paper Global, Handwerksmuseum, Deggendorf, Germany, 
  May 17–September 6, 2009 
 Kulturstrick, Museum Zons, Rhein Kreis Neuss, Germany, April 24–July 5, 2009
 Tasmania 1:100,000 Mapping the Island, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, 
  March 14–April 12, 2009 
 
Texture and the tactile nature of handmade paper are the key to Lesley Haas’s delicate 
and evocative paper dresses. Haas combines raw and refined materials, natural fibers 
and pigments from different parts of the world, and blends the characteristics of the 
fibers with different elements of style. Her work shows the influence of the late Alan 
Shields, the noted post-minimalist artist who was her teacher. In speaking of her work, 
Haas has said, “I draw inspiration from looking at everyday objects and forms and seeing 
their aesthetic. The rawness of paper and its varied texture continue to be a strong 
influence in my work.”

©2005 Lesley Haas, Raw Suffering of a Woman, 
paper (60 x 31 x 20 inches)
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Michelle Lisa Herman
Born April 21, 1985, in Huntington, New York 

Lives and works in Washington, DC

©2008 Michelle Lisa Herman, A.R.T. (Applied Research & Technology), multi-media installation (variable dimensions)

Education:  
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Maryland Institute College of Art, 2008 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 ArtFirst International Juried Exhibition, UMCP, Princeton, NJ, May 2–June 12, 2009
 The Video Show: International Juried Video Exhibition, RVCC, Branchburg, NJ, 
  February 13–March 13, 2009 
 Green Light, Smithsonian Institution, S. Dillon Ripley Center, Washington, DC, 
  September 17, 2008–January 4, 2009 
 
Chance experimentation and controlled scientific method meet in A.R.T. (Applied 
Research & Technology), Michelle Lisa Herman’s multi-media installation. Herman 
introduces stop-motion films influenced by the Surrealist technique of decalcomania—
paintings of chance—into a laboratory-like setting where the viewer may observe the 
motility of ink and water, as a scientist might see microscopic bacteria. Herman’s is a 
psuedo-scientific laboratory, one where ink blots and water mix in ever-changing fractal 
patterns. She describes them as “growing, living organisms that abstractly represent the 
essence or force of chance.”
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Jesse Higman
Born February 6, 1968, in Iowa City, Iowa 
Lives and works in Seattle, Washington

©2005 Jesse Higman, detail of Wave Table, constructed to direct flows of pigment in solution: 
string, Masonite, nails, pennies, paper, plastic, hanging bottles (35 x 50 x 48 inches)

Education:  
 Bachelor of Arts, Eastern Washington University, 1992 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Symphony of the Superhero, Beneroya Hall, Seattle, WA, November 6, 2009
 Inside Out, Moore Theater, Seattle, WA, June 20, 2009
 Symphony Legacy, Beneroya Hall, Seattle, WA, 2008
 
Jesse Higman, who has been in a manual wheelchair as a result of a car accident since 
age 15, is an Action painter. He has devised ingenious methods of painting that combine 
performative and sculptural elements. Higman’s Wave Table and its resulting paintings 
are produced with the aid of “mechanical adaptations, elaborate constructions, and a 
troupe of volunteers” that, working under his direction, perform the act of painting. 
Higman’s work, with its communitarian and convivial ethos, exhibits many of the 
tendencies associated with Relational Aesthetics, a theory of art practices that takes the 
whole of human relations and social context into consideration as a point of departure for 
the production and presentation of the work of art.
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Busser Howell
Born April 19, 1946, in Troy, Ohio  

Lives and works in New York, New York

©2008 Busser Howell, Blue Square, acrylic on canvas (60 x 60 inches)

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Boston University, 1968 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Circled Squared, Phoenix Gallery, New York, NY, April 28–May 22, 2010
 A New Dawn, Golden Dawn Gallery, Santa Fe, NM, March 26–April 30, 2010
 The Armory Show, VSA, Booth 1507, New York, NY, March 4–7, 2010
 
Diagnosed with secondary glaucoma at age 16, Busser Howell has been exhibiting work 
in a variety of media since that time. Now completely blind, he considers blindness 
as his advantage over the many painters that use a blindfold to experiment with the 
techniques that come quite naturally to him. In Blue Square and recent related works, 
Howell uses his fingers to apply paint directly to linen in a heavy impasto. The surfaces 
are irregular, sculpted, and intentionally rough, adding elements of physicality and 
dimensionality to the painting. Minimal in appearance when first viewed, these works are 
complex combinations of vertical and horizontal motifs that lend themselves to touch.
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Sophie Kahn
Born 1980 in London, United Kingdom 
Lives and works in New York, New York

 
Education:  
 Bachelor of Art, Goldsmiths College, University of London, 2001 
 Graduate Certificate, RMIT University, Melbourne 
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 Trace Elements: Spirit & Memory in Japanese & Australian Photomedia, Tokyo 
  Opera City Art Gallery & Performance Space, Sydney, Australia, 2009 
 Australie: Mythe et Realité, Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, Paris, France, 2009
 Offerings, Space 414, Brooklyn, NY, 2009
 
In Body/Traces, Sophie Kahn uses 3-D laser scanning and digital animation in what she 
has termed a “Victorian-futurist aesthetic” as a means to explore representations of the 
female body. Combining aspects of old media and new, the digital and the analog, Kahn 
reanimates thousands of still images of the choreographer Lisa Parra’s body in motion 
to produce what she has described as “an imperfect document of the traces left by the 
dancer’s body in space.” In the process, Kahn simultaneously interrogates photography’s 
claims to verisimilitude and the unreliability of the very act of looking.

©2009 Sophie Kahn, still from Body/Traces (with Lisa Parra), 3-D video animation (6 minutes 40 seconds)
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Catherine Larson 

Born June 9, 1980, in Takoma Park, Maryland 
Lives and works in Chicago, Illinois 

©2008 Catherine Larson, Scoliosis in Plasma, etching 
(15 x 11 inches)

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 2002 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 ArtWalk Ravenswood, Chicago School of Woodworking, Chicago, IL, 2009
 Labor/Labour, Hot Shops Art Center, Omaha, NE, 2009
 eMotion Pictures: An Exhibition of Orthopedics in Art, Academy of Orthopedic
  Surgeons, San Francisco, CA, and Chicago, IL, 2008 
 
Every aspect of Catherine Larson’s work is influenced by her personal story. At a young 
age, Larson underwent surgery to correct a 102-degree scoliosis. The metal she carries 
in her body has become an obsession channeled into the production of artworks that 
investigate a range of interests, from archaic anatomy texts to contemporary medical 
imaging of the human body. In The Iron Upright, Larson employs salvaged parts from 
an old printer, an X-ray of her spine, a motor, and a light bulb in a kinetic sculpture that 
examines stability and strength, interior and exterior. 
 
Larson is also a printmaker, and in her etchings and mixed media works she further 
pursues her interest in the nexus of medicine, childhood, the female body, and notions  
of beauty.
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Riva Lehrer
Born April 25, 1958, in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Lives and works in Chicago, Illinois

Education: 
 School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 1996  
 University of Cincinnati, 1980 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Zora: How I Understand, Connie Gillock Gallery, Evanston, IL, 2010
 A Dog’s Life, Memphis College of Art Gallery, Memphis, TN, 2009
 eMotion Pictures, Presidio, San Francisco, CA, and Chicago Cultural Center, 
  Chicago, IL, 2008 
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“Figurative art is a powerful tool for the exploration of how the shape of a person’s 
body dictates the contours of the life. My work addresses this primarily though images 
of disability. Disability acts as a magnifying glass on how bodily impairment and other 
forms of stigma result in social isolation. The nature of the body continuously molds 
one’s daily experience. As an artist, using portraiture allows me to provoke attitudes 
about acceptable and unacceptable bodies. It also lets me cultivate my own sense  
of beauty.”

©2007 Riva Lehrer, Totems and Familiars: Nomy Lamm, 
charcoal on paper (44 x 30 inches)
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Beth Livingston  
Born March 3, 1965, in Princeton, New Jersey 

Lives and works in Bozeman, Montana 

©2008 Beth Livingston, The Man in Blue, 
vintage photograph, light box framed by Plexiglas box 
with manufactured doughnuts (28 x 28 x 4 inches)

©2008 Beth Livingston, Three of a Kind, 
vintage photograph, light box framed by Plexiglas box 
with manufactured doughnuts (28 x 28 x 4 inches)

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Parsons The New School for Design, 1989 
 Bachelor of Science, Bank Street College of Education, 1989 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 ArtFirst!, Princeton Medical Center, Princeton, NJ, April 2009
 MOR Art, Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, MT, June 2009
 the art of vision, Zimmer Children’s Museum, Los Angeles, CA, May 2008
 
Bad Cop, No Doughnut, a series of four vintage photos of police officers framed by 
doughnuts, lace doilies, and graffiti tags, is Beth Livingston’s homage to earlier, simpler 
times. Her work is intentionally nostalgic and humorous. In fact, she has cited the 
world inhabited by Andy Griffith’s character in television’s The Andy Griffith Show as 
an influence. Livingston is drawn to collections of commonplace objects that she can 
gather into assemblages that highlight pattern and decoration. As a T-12 paraplegic who 
has also faced numerous challenges in her life, Livingston sees her work—multilayered, 
whimsical, and always surprising—as an anchor and an island of stability. 
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Mary Lucier
Born 1943 in Bucyrus, Ohio 
Lives and works in New York, New York

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Plains of Sweet Regret, Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, TX, 
  November 15, 2008–February 15, 2009 
 The Plains of Sweet Regret, Lennon, Weinberg, Inc., New York, NY, 
  March 10–April 28, 2007 
 
Drawn from a two-projection work titled Migrations, in this video John Lado Keni, a 
refugee from Sudan now living in Iowa, tells the story of his life and escape from his 
war-torn country. Deaf since birth, and the sole surviving member of his family, Keni 
employs a sign and sound system of his own devising. In doing so, he reaches beyond 
an identifiable language to communicate his struggle with emotion and coherence. While 
we may not be able to transpose his emphatic sounds and gestures into words, somehow 
we leave this work with a clear understanding of the urgency and gravity of his journey. 
In the process we are forced to question our assumptions about speech, language,  
and knowledge.

©2000 Mary Lucier, still from Portrait: John Lado Keni from Migrations, Digital video (12 minutes)
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Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, Florida International University, 2006 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, California College of Art, 1985 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Walden Project, Art Center South Florida, Miami Beach, FL, July 2009
 Take Out, Brevard Art Museum, Melbourne, FL, June 2009
 Abracadabra, Hollywood Art Center, Hollywood, FL, 2009
 
While still a graduate student, Julie Lusson was diagnosed with ALS, a revelation that 
has proved to have a profound effect on her work. In the works on view, part of a series 
titled Kharon’s Ferry, the boat is a metaphor for transformation and transcendence. 
Kharon was the oarsman of Greek mythology whose job it was to ferry passengers to 
the underworld along the river Styx, and with his dog, Cerberus, guard its entrance. 
 
In writing of her work and her life, Lusson has said, “The basic cyclical facts of nature, 
life and death, growth and regeneration, became a backdrop for a personal inquiry into 
my own physical deterioration. I set out to investigate the South Florida landscape and 
ended up in an exploration of self.”

Julie Lusson
Born December 21, 1955, in San Diego, California 

Lives in Miami, Florida, and works in Miami Beach, Florida 

©2009 Julie Lusson, Kharon's Ferry II, mixed media (18 x 40 x 1 inches)

©2009 Julie Lusson, Kharon's Ferry III, mixed media (18 x 40 x 1 inches)



40

Sheri C. Marshall
Born October 18, 1953, in Ventura, California 
Lives and works in Holly Springs, Mississippi 

©2009 Sheri C. Marshall, Ample Ellen, kiln-cast glass (9 x 9 x 4 inches)

Education: 
 Master of Science, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 2008 
 Bachelor of Science, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 2003 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Christmas Show, Southside Gallery, Oxford, MS, 2009
 Craftsman’s Guild of Mississippi, Ridgeland, MS, 2004–present 
 
Sheri C. Marshall’s female figures are real women and, in one instance at least, carry 
traces of her own body and life experience. In the small clay sculpture Reality Check, the 
seated nude figure is an amputee missing her right arm, as is Marshall. This figure and 
the kiln-cast glass figures collectively titled Ample Ellen are reminiscent of the Venus 
figures of pre-history, the most well known of which, the Willendorf Venus, dates from 
about 24,000 bce. Sometimes considered the originary representation of the female 
body, the Willendorf woman is a mysterious, possibly shamanistic figure. 
 
Embedded in these delicate, fragile, and accomplished works is the perennial subject of 
society’s acceptance of women’s bodies, and women’s acceptance of their own bodies, a 
challenge made all the more difficult when one lives with a visible disability.
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Simon Mckeown
Born June 27, 1965, in South Bank, Middlesbrough, Cleveland, United Kingdom 

Lives and works in Thirsk, North Yorkshire, United Kingdom

©2009 Simon Mckeown, still from Motion Disabled, 3-D motion-capture animation (7 minutes)

Education:  
 Readership, Teesside University, 2006 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Newcastle University, 1987 
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 Motion Disabled, Wolverhampton Art Gallery, UK, January–April 2009
 Motion Disabled, Light Night, Leeds, UK, October 9, 2009
 Motion Disabled, La Mer Gallery, Seoul, South Korea, October 2009
 
Simon Mckeown uses motion-capture picture technology, 3-D animations of performers 
with disabilities and their props, including toothbrushes and telephones, to present 
a series of moving-image works featuring the everyday actions of those creatively 
maximizing the body’s potential. Writing in the Times (UK) of Mckeown’s work, the 
noted British film director Ken Russell stated, “How do disabled people’s bodies fit 
into current notions of normality . . . Mckeown would be the first to agree that it is 
more descriptive and accurate to call the disabled ‘differently abled,’ given that he has 
filmed remarkable performances of actors whose physical specialties have given birth to 
amazingly agile adjustments in everyday activities that the rest of us take for granted—
answering a phone, chopping vegetables, brushing teeth, painting, dodging traffic. They 
are shown using bikes, wheelchairs, crutches, mobile phones, cutting boards, canvas  
and paintbrushes.”
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Pedro Luis Mejía Granja
Born December 30, 1966, in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 
Lives and works in Guatemala City, Guatemala

©2009 Pedro Luis Mejía Granja, Las Luces de la Fe, 
Epson ultrachrome print (29 x 22 inches)

Education: 
 Bachelor of Arts, Galileo University, Guatemala City, Guatemala,  
  currently enrolled 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Por Amor al Arte, Rozas Botrán Foundation, Guatemala, August 2008
 International Contemporary Art Festival, Rozas Botrán Foundation, Carlos Mérida
  Modern Art Museum, Guatemala, May 2007 
 Sculpting in Soap, 1st Immortal Guatemala Sculpture Festival 2007, Carlos 
  Mérida Modern Art Museum, Guatemala, March 2007 
 
Pedro Luis Mejía Granja’s spectral images were captured on the night of Holy Thursday 
following a religious procession, the Procesión del Silencio, in the town of San Lucas 
Tolimán, near his home in western Guatemala. Although it was the dry season, these 
images depict fog-filled streets and visitors to the procession as they make their way 
home through the darkness, the scent of incense still lingering in the air and the smoke 
from the censer contributing to the ghostly scene. Writing of his country, a constant 
inspiration for his work, Mejía Granja has said, “Our Guatemalan culture is full of flavors, 
colors, odors, and textures; it is a culture that stimulates our senses one hundred 
percent, but at the same time it is a culture where disabilities are still seen as something 
strange, out of context. The road to integration is still very narrow. . . .”
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Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, Hunter College, City University of New York,  
  expected 2012 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Parsons The New School for Design, 2004  
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 The Armory Show, VSA, Booth 1507, New York, NY, March 4–7, 2010
 The Last Supper Festival, 3rd Ward, Brooklyn, NY, September 2005–2009 
 Destination Anywhere, S. Dillon Ripley Center, Smithsonian Institution, 
  Washington, DC, August–December 2006 
 
Artist’s Statement:  
“Body Negative is an interactive sculpture that reveals, through archival means, the 
unequivocal value of touch. When two bodies interact for the first time, an ethereal 
spark emanates, creating a third profound weight, and a deep, nonverbal understanding 
is communicated between the participants. . . . 
 
My work is about encroachment and encasement—in and of our bodies, our landscape, 
and our movements. Combining man-made and natural materials and actions with 
architectural methods, I archive social experiences to achieve a greater understanding of 
our complex environment.”

Coralina Meyer
Born February 17, 1982, in Miami, Florida 

Lives and works in New York, New York

©2009 Coralina Meyer, installation plan for Body Negative, cast resin cloudscape from interacting bodies
(variable dimensions)
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Amy Miller
Born November 23, 1960, in Westwood, New Jersey 
Lives and works in Venice, Florida

©2008 Amy Miller, Hot Lips, fabric, 
sculpting clay, wire batting, acrylic 
paint, mixed media (5 x 4 x 5 inches)

Artist’s Statement: 
“My work tells a story. A viewer may not know what that is, but there is usually 
something that someone can relate to—something that makes meaning, makes peace. 
My work is my creative process for personal healing and growth. It gets me through 
hard times—it’s a daily practice. 
 
I want to express my feelings in the chairs—to also occupy my mind through tics. . .to 
decrease the effects of psychiatric symptoms during difficult times. I make a chair to 
express my deepest concerns and I am able to move on.”

©1999 Amy Miller, Tourette, fabric, 
sculpting clay, wire batting, acrylic 
paint, mixed media  
(12 x 5 x 5 inches)

©2008 Amy Miller, Three Chairs and 
a Parasol, fabric, sculpting clay, wire 
batting, acrylic paint, mixed media  
(15 x 5 x 5 inches)



45

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Southern Methodist University, 1979 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Creative Blood, Altered Esthetics Gallery; Minneapolis, MN, 2009
 Under the Clock Tower, Tarrant County College, North Richland Hills, TX, 2008
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“For a number of years I made cakes as a hobby. I was intrigued by the way in which 
people react to the presence of cake. We are deeply conditioned to the idea that a cake 
signals celebration and happy anticipation, and we respond accordingly. 
 
Based on this concept, I began a series of sculptures in the format of cakes, utilizing 
materials about which we have ambivalent feelings, such as tampons, tobacco, and 
pharmaceuticals. These pieces comment on problematic aspects of our culture, such as 
gender roles, drug use, and smoking. I discovered that, given that we have an automatic 
celebratory reaction to a cake, the introduction of these elements and commentary 
produces interesting reactions. People grasp the idea with no explanation at all. Their 
response provides a bridge to acceptance of the premise, and dialogue ensues.”

Janet Morrow
Born July 27, 1957, in Savannah, Tennessee 

Lives and works in Bedford, Texas

©2008 Janet Morrow, Pharma-Cakes, mixed media (15 x 13 x 13 inches)
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Jeff Nelson
Born September 26, 1988, in Mamaroneck, New York 
Lives and works in Mamaroneck, New York

©2009 Jeff Nelson, still from Brothers Quay PFF Trailer, 2-D/3-D animation (36 seconds)

Selected recent exhibition:  
 Accelerate, Smithsonian Institution, S. Dillon Ripley Center, Washington, DC, 
  September 2009–January 2010 
 
Jeff Nelson made his first movie in summer camp in eighth grade. Raised by artistic 
parents—his mother is a fashion design teacher and his father is a film producer—Nelson 
was always interested in the arts. It wasn’t until he started classes at the University of 
the Arts in Philadelphia that he found his focus in stop motion and 3-D animation. 
 
In college, Nelson received an assignment to create an opening promotional trailer that 
could be used for the Brothers Quay Award at the Philadelphia Film Festival. With less 
than a year of animation study, Nelson’s trailer was accepted. He created the animation 
by scanning his original ink drawings and animating them using Adobe After Effects. 
 
Nelson attends the University of the Arts in Philadelphia.
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Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Nest, Adamson Gallery, Washington, DC, November–December, 2005
 Peripheral Vision: The Art of William Newman, Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
  Washington, DC, July 1–August 26, 2002 
 
A noted painter and arts educator, William A. Newman was among the first artists to 
adopt the computer as a tool for art making. Long before multiple sclerosis made it 
necessary for him to use technology as an aid to his own production, he recognized the 
great potential that new visual technologies presented across the entire spectrum of the 
arts. As an educator, he was the first to introduce computer imaging to the art program 
at the Corcoran College of Art and Design. Today, Newman seamlessly integrates 
computer and digital processes into his work. In the video The Nest, miniaturization—
in this case by means of a tiny camera placed at the threshold of a nest of newborn 
grackles—makes it possible for us to have a front-row seat as these chicks take their 
first cautious attempts at flight. Deceptively simple, The Nest is a gentle reminder of 
first things frequently taken for granted.

William A. Newman
Born April 30, 1948, in Great Lakes, Illinois 

Lives and works in Washington, DC

©2005 William A. Newman, still from The Nest, video - mini-DV (5 minutes 10 seconds)



48

Lynnda Pardoe
Born August 12, 1959, in Cleveland, Ohio  
Lives and works in Chicago, Illinois

Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, Art Institute of Boston, 2006 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of Massachusetts, 1987 
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 Fall Arts Festival ‘08, Around the Coyote, Chicago, IL, 2008
 urban space ‘08, KIM Gallery, Berlin, Germany, 2008
 7th Festival of Documentary Photography, Fotopub, Novomesto, Slovakia, 2007
 
Lynnda Pardoe’s practice is situated within a long history of documentary photography 
used as a tool of advocacy for issues of social justice. The original aesthetic of landscape 
photography in the United States was shaped primarily in the West and defined by the 
work of Ansel Adams and Edward Weston, among others. Their work reinforced the 
mythos of the American West. Beginning in the 1960s and 1970s, a younger generation 
of photographers began to challenge these heroic and idealized representations. 
Questioning the veracity and reliability of the images, they turned a dispassionate 
and unsentimental eye on the land, in a movement that came to be termed the New 
Topography. Working with that framework, Pardoe visually documents the environs of 
Detroit, a city she describes as riven by “the consequences of unchecked corporate 
malfeasance, combined with bureaucratic ineptitude.” 

©2006 Lynnda Pardoe, Urban Cathedral, archival inkjet print (36 x 49 inches)
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Juan Pierri
Born December 28, 1987, in Los Angeles, California 

Lives and works in San Pedro, California

©2009 Juan Pierri, My Heart, acrylic on canvas (69.5 x 49.5 inches) 
This work is generously on loan from the collection of Don and Marsha McManus.

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Figure of Speech, Findings Art Center, San Pedro, CA, August 6–
  September 30, 2009 
 ECF Art Centers’ 2nd Annual Art Show Fundraiser, Downtown Art Center Gallery, 
  Los Angeles, CA, October 17, 2009  
 ECF Art Centers’ 1st Annual Art Show Fundraiser, Downtown Art Center Gallery, 
  Los Angeles, CA, October 16, 2008 
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“I began to make drawings and paintings after attending the Exceptional Children’s 
Foundation Art Center. I like to draw and paint the things that I love. For example 
images from the movie Titanic, The Beatles, Three’s Company, and I Love Lucy are just 
a few of my favorite things to draw, paint, and write about. I also like colors like orange, 
blue, purple, and black. My inspiration for writing on my paintings comes from the books 
that I love to read, like the dictionary, which includes a line drawing for some of the 
words. I enjoy the written description as well as the picture of things.” 
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Isaac Powell
Born October 4, 1979 in Dayton, Ohio 
Lives and works in Richmond, Kentucky

©2008 Isaac Powell, Seam, acrylic, graphite, oil on paper on panels ( 48 x 51 x 10 inches)

Education: 
 Master of Fine Arts, Washington State University, 2007 
 Master of Arts, Stephen F. Austin State University, 2005 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Stephen F. Austin State University, 2002 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Gardens, Blackfish Gallery, Portland, OR, 2009
 Terra Firma, Manifest Creative Research Gallery and Drawing Center, 
  Cincinnati, OH, 2008 
 Artists Respond to Fear, Loudon House, Lexington, KY, 2008
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“My art-making process is based upon the conflict and the problem solving of visual 
equations. Typically, I set up problems for myself; these oppositions can pertain to 
the subject of the piece, or could be conceptual or formal. Often, throughout the 
development of the work, collisions happen between many different types of problems. 
I find that in the process, vitality happens when I am able to solve both the organic and 
self-imposed visual equations at the same time. Often the image retains the leftover 
residue and reveals important trajectories of the initial problem or equation. It is 
important that I displace my physical disability—I was born without my right hand—and 
the culture that surrounds the idea of disability by also creating highly crafted hand-
made supports and structures for my paintings and drawings.”
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Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Art Institute of Puerto Rico, 1976 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 CommUnity—We’re Canvassing for Your Support, New York, NY, June 2009
 At the Heart of the Point V, The Point C.D.C., Bronx, NY, June 2009
 Awakenings: Art + Healing, Noyes Museum of Art, Oceanville, NJ, 2008
 
Jose Rivera works with found objects and objects that are deceptively simple but of 
historical and cultural significance, all collaged into complex multi-media narratives. 
Stories of Spain’s conquest of the Caribbean and its role in the African slave trade, with 
special emphasis on its impact on culture and development in Puerto Rico, are told 
through the use of symbolic objects. Metal discs, a leather belt, an old purse, and cowrie 
shells (historically, a form of currency in West Africa and among the early African-
American Gullah in the southeastern United States) combine to tell of the introduction 
of diseases brought by the conquistadors to the native Taino or the effects of colonialism 
on continental Africa. Playing cards are stand-ins for the artist; in using them he places 
himself within the works and the historic continuum they depict.

Jose Rivera
Born September 25, 1955, in Chicago, Illinois 

Lives and works in Bronx, New York

©2009 Jose Rivera, Aqui abarqua todas las culturas en Puerto Rico, mixed 
media (24.5 x 19.5 x 2 inches)
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Judith Scott
Born May 1, 1943, in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Died March 15, 2005, in Dutch Flat, California 

©2005 Judith Scott, Untitled, mixed media (30 x 30 x 31 inches)
Courtesy of the Creative Growth Art Center.

Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Approaching Abstraction, American Folk Art Museum, New York, NY, 
  October 6, 2009–September 5, 2010 
 Chromatic: 35 Colorful Years of Creative Growth, Rena Bransten Gallery, 
  San Francisco, CA, November 27, 2009–January 9, 2010 
 
Judith Scott, who was born with Down syndrome, was institutionalized for 36 years, 
from the age of 7. For 30 of those years, Judith’s deafness went undiagnosed. In 1985, 
her fraternal twin, Joyce, gained custody of Judith and moved her close to her own 
home in Berkeley, California. While attending the Creative Growth Art Center, Scott’s 
creative potential was unlocked when she began to work with fiber, sticks, and discarded 
and found or even stolen objects.  
 
The resulting works, occasionally recognizable as limning objects for use or totem-like 
sculptures, are more typically objects that are sui generis, products of a basic human 
need and desire to make. Scott died in 2005, but her work continues to be exhibited 
broadly, and she is critically recognized for her remarkable achievement.
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Education: 
 PhD, University of New Mexico, 1986 
 Master of Science, University of Arizona, 1976 
 Bachelor of Science, University of Massachusetts, 1972 
 
Selected recent exhibitions:  
 2009 International Tour Show, Park Fine Art, Albuquerque, NM, 
  January–February 2009, and Kyung-In Museum of Art, South Korea,  
  February–March 2009 
 Southwest Biennial, Albuquerque Art & History Museum, Albuquerque, NM, 
  September–November 2008 
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“I am interested in how subtle relationships between line, shape, and negative  
space create a sense of emotional tension. My techniques include layering and the 
concurrent use of multiple printing media such as lithography, collagraph, woodcut, and 
copperplate etching.  
 
It’s both difficult and easy for me to define the role art plays in my life. Sometimes 
I wonder if the return of childhood epilepsy somehow sparked my drive to make art. 
However, I prefer to think of my recent artistic endeavors as an emergence from another 
career rather than noise from a different brain. Physiology or magic—who knows, and 
why should it matter?”

Janet Yagoda Shagam
Born July 7, 1949, in Washington, DC 

Lives and works in Albuquerque, New Mexico 

©2006 Janet Yagoda Shagam, Monoliths, etching 
(9 x 11 inches)

©2007 Janet Yagoda Shagam, Little Boxes, 
lithography and chine collè (20 x 25 inches)
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Bill Shannon
Born 1970 in Nashville, Tennessee 
Lives and works in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

©2008 Bill Shannon, still from Bench, video and performance (2 minutes 29 seconds) 
Courtesy of Douz and Mille.

Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 1996 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Spatiotemporality, Dance New Amsterdam (DNA), New York, NY, 
  April 16–June 18, 2010 
 Hirshhorn After Hours: Bill Shannon, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, 
  Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, April 9, 2010 
 Spatial Theory, Vancouver International Dance Festival, Vancouver, BC, 
  March 20–21, 2010 
 
Bill Shannon’s interdisciplinary practice is informed by break dancing, hip-hop, 
skateboarding, silent film aesthetics, disability culture, and the vitality of the street. 
Shannon’s unique movement vocabulary is characterized by gravity-defying fluidity and 
grace. "The Crutchmaster", as he is known in the club dance scene where he pioneered 
many of the moves now known in choreography as the Shannon Technique, was 
diagnosed at the age of five with a rare form of arthritis. His use of crutches to assist 
mobility became the inspiration for a seemingly effortless virtuoso practice that moves 
among dance, performance, installation, and video. It is in much of Shannon’s video 
work that he returns, quite literally, to the streets that were the source of his ideas and 
a place where he is undeniably at home.
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Katherine Sherwood
Born October 17, 1952, in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Lives and works in Rodeo, California

©2008 Katherine Sherwood, Ears, mixed media on canvas (60 x 60 inches)
Courtesy of Gallery Paule Anglim.

Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, San Francisco Art Institute, 1979 
 Bachelor of Science, University of California-Davis, 1970 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Through Future’s Eyes, Yerba Buena Center of the Arts, San Francisco, CA, 
  March–June 2009 
 Recent Works, Gallery Paule Anglim, San Francisco, CA, October 2008
 Glogi’s Door, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC, 
  December 2007–March 2008 
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“The disabled body is constantly explored in my recent painting and prints. Images  
of cerebral angiograms are incorporated with 16th-century images of neuroanatomy. 
The simultaneous use of these widely disparate views suggests two revolutionary 
moments in our understanding and representations of the brain. Mimicking the cerebral 
angiogram’s tangle of arteries, images from Solomon’s Seals are painted in conjunction 
with the brains. 
 
In today’s medical imaging technology, the role of the artist is eliminated. I’m interested 
in what happens when the artist comes in at the end of this process instead of in the 
middle, when the emphasis is on interpretation rather than observation or imitation.”
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Sunaura Taylor
Born March 21, 1982, in Tucson, Arizona 
Lives and works in Oakland, California

Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, University of California–Berkeley, 2008 
 Bachelor of Arts, Goddard College, 2005 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Animal, Rowan Morrison Gallery, Oakland, CA, October–November 2009
 Women on Nature, Verge Gallery, Sacramento, CA, September–October 2009
 The Joan Mitchell Foundation 2008 MFA Grant, Cue Foundation,  
  New York City, NY, June–July 2009 
 
“I do everything with my mouth—I cook, clean, kiss, sing, carry, and paint though my 
teeth, jaw, tongue, and lips . . . and my mouth is very close to my eyes.”  
             —Sunaura Taylor 
 
There are multiple levels of meaning in Sunaura Taylor’s paintings. Her accomplishment 
as a painter is second only to her primary interests in how society assigns value. Those 
interests center on the dual issues of disability and animal rights. Thus, Chicken Truck 
addresses the ethics surrounding animals raised in factory farms. Sometimes described 
as animal agriculture, for Taylor corporatized farming and the raising of animals for profit 
in circumstances that are violent to the animals and poisonous to the food supply reveal 
sad truths about our society that also extend to how human lives are valued.

©2007 Sunaura Taylor, 
Chicken Truck, oil on canvas 
(80 x 120 x 2 inches)

©2007 Sunaura 
Taylor, detail of 
Chicken Truck



Education: 
 Master of Arts, Camberwell School of Art, University of the Arts London, 2004 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Shortlist Group Exhibition of Finalists for Adam Reynolds Memorial Bursary,
  Shape Arts, London, 2009 
 Footfalls, Murray Edwards College, Cambridge, England, 2009
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“Fragmentation, reconstruction, and transformation run through my work. Seeing 
ordinary, personal, and familiar objects such as vessels and shoes in extraordinary and 
fresh ways is a key aim. Art always echoes experience. 
 
[These works] explore representation in two and three dimensions, and travel through 
physical and digital spaces. I’m interested in the relationship between physical, tactile 
processes (such as tearing and paper-casting) and the elusiveness of a drawn or printed 
image, which may be or more stages removed from the subject it represents.”
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Anne Teahan
Born August 14, 1956, in London, United Kingdom 

Lives and works in London, United Kingdom

©2006 Anne Teahan, Teacup, fragmented tosashi paper 
and digital print in Perspex cube (8 x 8 x 8 inches)

©2006-9 Anne Teahan, Wedding Shoes, fragmented 
tosashi paper in Perspex cube (8 x 8 x 8 inches)



58

Gwynneth VanLaven 
Born in 1980 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Lives and works in Fairfax, Virginia

©2009 Gwynneth VanLaven, 
Please Wait., mixed-media 
installation (variable dimensions)

Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, George Mason University, 2010 
 Bachelor of Arts, Knox College, 2004 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 Rev(e)aling Feminist Art, Gallery 123, Fairfax, VA, 2009
 Silence As Presence: A Performance in Dialogue, Katzen Arts Center, 
  Washington, DC, 2008 
 Provocations: A Juried Show of Art Intended to Provoke, George Mason 
  University, Fairfax, VA, 2008 
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“I have spent so many years in waiting rooms being ‘patient,’ hoping for answers, waiting 
for the Wizard of Oz to complete me. I waited for health, feeling deficient in the face 
of glossy, idyllic images of wellness drawn from our market-driven culture. Through the 
installation of a waiting room, I hope to reveal something about the culture of wellness, 
medical authority, the way we perform as patients, and how seemingly innocuous spaces 
can become charged with memory and emotion.”

©2009 Gwynneth 
VanLaven, still 
from 13 Swallows, 
video from mixed-
media installation 
Please Wait. 
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Education:  
 Master of Fine Arts, University of Tulsa, 2007 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Tulsa, 2003 
 Bachelor of Architecture, University of Arkansas, 1995 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 New Genre Festival XVI, Nightingale Theater, Tulsa, OK, February 2009
 Derivative Composition, Terrace Gallery of The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
  Performing Arts, Washington, DC, June 2008 
 Fluency vs. Skills, Will Rogers Library & Literacy Council, Claremore, OK, 
  October 2007 
 
“To schoolchildren, jumping rope is a form of play. To the boxer, jumping rope is a form 
of war. To the soldier, push-ups are a form of discipline. To the prisoner, push-ups are a 
form of defiance.” —Mark Wittig 
 
Through photography, installation, and performance, Mark Wittig makes work that 
breaks the silence surrounding learning disabilities. Fusing objects and memories—of 
school and childhood, challenges and adversity, and the limitations of the human body—
his projects are the means through which he exorcises his frustration with the types of 
activities many take for granted but which for him sometimes represent insurmountable 
obstacles.  
 
In The Morning Paper, unread newspapers arrayed against a wooden structure 
become an archery backstop and the target in a performance where Wittig, who has 
dyslexia, focuses his attention on an object of daily annoyance. Like many others in this 
exhibition, Wittig has transformed a difficult circumstance into a revealing, witty, and 
poignant artwork.

Mark Wittig
Born October 13, 1969, in Little Rock, Arkansas  

Lives and works in Tulsa, Oklahoma 

©2007 Mark Wittig, The 
Morning Paper, mixed-
media installation  
(variable dimensions)

©2007 
Mark Wittig, 
detail of The 
Morning 
Paper
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Judson Wright 
Born 1969 in Laguna Beach, California  
Lives and works in New York, New York

Selected recent exhibition:  
 The Armory Show, VSA, Booth 1507, New York, NY, March 4–7, 2010
 
Judson Wright describes his practice as “behavioral art. It’s about what we do—the 
decisions we make, our choices and our best-bet strategies for comprehension, our 
physical and mental processes.” According to Wright, the object, or the sensory 
properties of an object, serves only as a vehicle or catalyst for an action, one that may 
involve muscles and movement or neurological phenomena, electrical impulses in the 
brain. Influenced by such early theorists of learning and education as John Dewey and 
William James, but also John Cage and Arnold Schoenberg, Wright’s synesthetic projects 
are a means of studying our minds. His real interests are neurology, cognitive science, 
and child development—with a bit of shamanism and music added for good measure. We 
are his petri dish.

©2009 Judson Wright, Compost (with K Staelin), Java/FFT (variable dimensions)



Education: 
 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Brooklyn College, 1971 
 
Selected recent exhibitions: 
 The Eighties, Le Magasin CNAC, Grenoble, France, 2009
 Local Produce, Lisa Sette Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ, 2008
 The Black Swan, Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY, 2007
 
Artist’s Statement: 
“I am a cargo cult collecting rusty objects, bones, pearls, jewels, glass, in order to create 
totemic maximalist altars to ‘culture.’ 
 
A nod to women’s work, these crocheted glass tapestries use a maximalist approach 
to create a ’come touch me’ sensuality. Hanging from armatures made from rusty, 
scavenged tools initiates dialogues of contrasting surfaces, high art versus craft, what we 
choose to keep and what we choose to discard. 
 
At the height of an international career, I became disabled with multiple chemical 
sensitivities. Now, everyday chemicals cause life-threatening reactions, causing me 
to switch from traditional art materials to glass, pearls, and gems. No time for sorry 
feelings—instead, an opportunity for aesthetic reinvention.”
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Rhonda Zwillinger
Born 1950 in Brooklyn, New York 

Lives and works in Paulden, Arizona

©2006-7  
Rhonda Zwillinger,  
Black Swan, seed beads 
crocheted on steel 
wire, pearls, Swarovski 
crystals, pyrite on 
constructed armature 
(82 x 14 x 6 inches) ©2006-7 Rhonda Zwillinger, detail of Black Swan 



62

Jamshid Agayev 
 
Shah Nameh (2009) 
laser-incised drawing  
on wood 
21 x 37.5 inches 
 
Scene of Hunting (2007)
laser-incised drawing  
on wood 
21.5 x 30 inches 
 
 
 
Leni D. Anderson 
 
Judgment Calling (2006)
acrylic on canvas 
62 x 62 inches 
 
 
 
Stephanie Bachiero  
Rounded (2008)
porcelain clay with black 
chrome lustre finish 
19 x 9 x 3 inches 
 
Stretching (2008) 
porcelain clay with black 
chrome lustre finish 
20 x 9 x 3 inches 
 
Incurved (2008)
porcelain cast bronze 
22 x 11 x 3 inches 
 
Push (2008)
porcelain cast copper 
15 x 11 x 3 inches 
 
 
 
 

Loretta Bebeau 
 
Coagulation (2009)
graphite and acrylic on sheetrock 
36 x 36 inches

Fall Off (2009) 
graphite and acrylic on sheetrock  
and wall 
36 x 42 inches

View Point (2005)
charcoal and collaged paper  
on sheetrock 
24 x 24 inches

Jibberish (2007–8) 
recycled aluminum foil on sheetrock 
36 x 36 inches 
 
 
 
Jon Berge 
 
Four/For Mona Lisa (2004) 
mixed media: wall-mounted sound 
installation of braille, birch wood, 
bronze, and written statements 
30 x 252 x 8 inches 
 
 
 
Jane Bouchard 
 
Shop ’till (2007) 
stainless steel  
20 x 17 x 0.5 inches 
 
Emergency Supplies (2005) 
mixed media 
7 x 4.75 x 4.5 inches 
 
A Cat’s Ball of Twine (2008) 
mixed media 
20 x 26 x 7 inches  

List of Exhibited Works
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Allen Bryan 
 
Breakfast Buffet (2009) 
pigmented inkjet photograph 
15 x 34 inches

Weather Report (2006)
pigmented inkjet photograph 
16 x 36 inches 
 
Tea Party (2007)
pigmented inkjet photograph 
20 x 55 inches

Holiday Setting (2009) 
pigmented inkjet photograph 
16 x 46 inches 
 
 
 
Christina Casebeer  
Touch (2006)
antique crocheted gloves and fabric 
stiffener 
16 x 18 x 18 inches   
Martin Charlot 
 
L.A. Portrait (2004) 
oil on linen 
72 x 80 inches 
 
 
 
Amy Charmatz 
 
Her Bread and Butter (2008) 
acrylic on paper 
15 x 11 inches 
 
A Charmed Life (2007) 
acrylic on paper 
17 x 14 inches 
 

Avid Observer (2008) 
acrylic on paper 
15 x 11 inches 
 
Blow Your Own Horn (2009) 
acrylic on paper 
15 x 11 inches 
 
Emerging (2008) 
acrylic on paper 
12 x 9 inches
 
 
 
Kenn Coplan 
 
NSSED File No. 5279 (1995)
mixed-media installation 
variable dimensions 
 
 
 
Henry Coupe 
 
Woman with Folded Hands (2008)
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches  
 
Grandmother and 
Granddaughter (2008) 
oil on linen 
10 x 10 inches  
 
Father and Daughter (2008) 
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches  
 
On the Way Home (2005) 
oil on linen 
12 x 10 inches 
 
Sisters (2007)
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches 
 
An Old Woman (2008)
oil on linen 
10 x 8 inches 
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Elderly Man (2007)
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches 
 
Mother and Child (2008)
oil on linen 
12 x 10 inches 
 
Old Man with His Cat (2007) 
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches 
 
Woman in a Red Coat (2008)
oil on linen 
10 x 10 inches  
 
Early Autumn (2006)
oil on linen 
8 x 8 inches 
 
Young Girl (2008)
oil on linen 
12 x 10 inches 
 
Adolescent Girl (2009) 
oil on linen 
24 x 18 inches 
 
 
 
Liz Crow 
 
Resistance (2008)
film – digibeta 
12 minutes 
 
Conversations (2008)
film – mini-DV 
9 minutes  
 
 
 
Liz Doles 
 
Passageway, Forbidden City (2009)
pinhole photograph 
20 x 24 inches

Feijaicun Village, China (2009)
pinhole photograph 
20 x 24 inches 
 
Pashupatinath Temple (2009) 
pinhole photograph 
20 x 24 inches 
 
Christian Science Center, Boston 
(2006)  
pinhole photograph 
20 x 24 inches 
 
Buddha Park Kathmandu (2009)
pinhole photograph 
20 x 24 inches 
 
 
 
Emily Eifler 
 
Mother and Child (2009)
yarn and polyester stuffing 
44 x 27 x 14 inches 
 
Cavum (2008) 
wood, yarn, polyester stuffing 
38 x 140 x 37 inches 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Erken 
 
Going On, with God (2008) 
oil on linen 
48 x 60 inches
 
  
Emmet Estrada 
 
My Show (2008)
mixed media 
84 x 300 inches 
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Joan Fabian 
 
I Am So Hungry (2007) 
mixed media  
56 x 48 x 5 inches 
 
Going Mobile, The #1 (2007) 
mixed media  
31 x 40 x 4 inches 
 
Wow Wow (2007) 
mixed media 
48 x 50 x 4 inches 
 
 
 
Justin Michael Finnegan  
Frustration (2009)
mixed media  
11 x 12 x 12 inches 
 
Fighting Back (2009)
mixed media  
24 x 22 x 18 inches 
 
 
 
David S. Forbes 
 
Brunswick 10-00 PM (2006)
cast resin and neon  
14 x 50 x 5 inches 
 
Orion (2004)
cast resin and neon 
28 x 20 x 5 inches 
 
Staples (2006) 
cast resin, neon, soft steel 
15 x 19 x 5 inches 
This work is generously on loan from 
the Dawe/Harnett family of  
Brisbane, Australia. 
 
 
 

Barbara Freeman 
 
Concentric Safety Pins (2009)
ceramic  
3.5 x 6 x 2 inches

What’s the Point? (2009)
ceramic  
3.5 x 6.5 x 2.5 inches 
 
Green Thumb (2009)
ceramic  
7 x 6 x 6 inches 
 
Ritalin (2009)
ceramic  
13 x 10 x 1 inches 
 
Flat Can (2009) 
ceramic  
13 x 10 x 1 inches 
 
 
 
Ju Gosling aka ju90 
Abnormal 1 (2007)
Lambda print on aluminum 
40 x 22 inches  
 
Abnormal 2 (2007)
Lambda print on aluminum 
23 x 40 inches 
 
Design4Life (2007)
Lambda print on aluminum 
20 x 40 inches 
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Lesley Haas 
 
Befitting a Virtuous Woman (2002)
paper 
76 x 26 x 6 inches

Raw Suffering of a Woman (2005) 
paper 
60 x 31 x 20 inches 
 
 
 
Michelle Lisa Herman 
 
A.R.T. (Applied Research & Technology) 
(2008)  
multi-media installation 
variable dimensions
   
Jesse Higman 
 
Bone Orchid (2006) 
flow of mica flakes in  
solution across engineered 
landscape, on Masonite board  
48 x 96 inches 
 
Wave Table (2005)
constructed to direct flows 
of pigment in solution: string, 
Masonite, nails, pennies, paper, 
plastic, hanging bottles  
35 x 50 x 48 inches 
 
Video of Wave Table performance
 
 
 
Busser Howell 
 
Blue Square (2008)
acrylic on canvas 
60 x 60 inches 
 
 

Sophie Kahn 
 
Body/Traces (2009) (with Lisa Parra)
3-D video animation 
6 minutes 40 seconds 
An EMPAC Dance Movies Commission 
2008, supported by the Jaffe Fund for 
Experimental Media and Performing 
Arts–Experimental Media and 
Performing Arts Center, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY. 
 
 
 
Catherine Larson  
 
The Iron Upright (2002)
mixed media 
23 x 15 x 5 inches 
 
Resistance (2007) 
mixed media 
10 x 8 inches 
 
Scoliosis in Plasma (2008) 
etching  
15 x 11 inches 
This piece is partially supported  
by a Community Arts Assistance 
Program grant from the City of 
Chicago Department of Cultural  
Affairs and the Illinois Arts  
Council Access Program.
 
  
Riva Lehrer 
 
Totems and Familiars:  
Nomy Lamm (2007)
charcoal on paper 
44 x 30 inches   
 
Totems and Familiars: 
Rachel Youens (2008)
charcoal on paper 
44 x 30 inches 
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Beth Livingston 
 
The Man in Blue (2008)
vintage photograph, light box  
framed by Plexiglas box with 
manufactured doughnuts 
28 x 28 x 4 inches 
 
Three of a Kind (2008)
vintage photograph, light box  
framed by Plexiglas box with 
manufactured doughnuts 
28 x 28 x 4 inches 
 
Dreamsicle (2008) 
vintage photograph, light box  
framed by Plexiglas box with 
manufactured doughnuts 
28 x 28 x 4 inches 
 
The Hokey Pokey (2008)
vintage photograph, light box  
framed by Plexiglas box with 
manufactured doughnuts 
28 x 28 x 4 inches 
 
 
 
Mary Lucier 
 
Portrait: John Lado Keni (2000) 
from Migrations
digital video  
12 minutes  
 
 
Julie Lusson 
 
Kharon’s Ferry II (2009)
mixed media  
18 x 40 x 1 inches

Kharon’s Ferry III (2009)
mixed media  
18 x 40 x 1 inches 
 
 
 

Sheri C. Marshall 
 
Ample Ellen (Smoke) (2009) 
kiln-cast glass 
10 x 10 x 3 inches 
 
Reality Check (2009) 
clay 
8 x 3 x 3 inches 
 
Ample Ellen Cast I  
(Reverse Cast) (2009) 
kiln-cast glass 
8 x 8 x 3 inches 
 
Ample Ellen (2009)
kiln-cast glass 
9 x 9 x 4 inches
 
 
 
Simon Mckeown 
 
Motion Disabled (2009)
3-D motion-capture animation 
7 minutes 
 
 
 
Pedro Luis Mejía Granja 
 
Da Regreso a Casa (2009) 
Epson ultrachrome print 
29 x 22 inches 
 
Buscando un Amigo (2009)
Epson ultrachrome print 
29 x 22 inches 
 
Las Luces de la Fe (2009) 
Epson ultrachrome print 
29 x 22 inches
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Coralina Meyer 
 
Body Negative (2009)
cast resin cloudscape from  
interacting bodies  
variable dimensions 
 
 
 
Amy Miller 
 
The Waiting Room Chair (2007)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
12 x 9 x 7 inches  
 
Three Chairs and a Parasol (2008)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
15 x 15 x 5 inches 
 
Tourette (1999)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
 12 x 5 x 5 inches 
 
Why Me (2003) 
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
19 x 7 x 6 inches 
 
Pity & Love of Life (2005)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
16 x 8 x 5 inches

Beautiful Garden (2007) 
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
14 x 7 x 5 inches 
 
Almost a World Away. . . Who Owns 
the Key? (2009)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
7 x 8 x 5 inches 
 

Bowl-A-Loser (2009) 
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
10 x 4 x 5 inches 
 
Wings and Safety Pins (2009)
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
17 x 7 x 5 inches 
 
Hot Lips (2008) 
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
5 x 4 x 5 inches 
 
Anne and Nature (2007) 
fabric, sculpting clay, wire batting, 
acrylic paint, mixed media 
5 x 4 x 5 inches 
 
 
 
Janet Morrow 
 
Pharma-Cakes (2008)
mixed media 
15 x 13 x 13 inches  
 
Bravado (2008)
mixed media 
28 x 20 x 20 inches 
 
Coming of Age (2008)
mixed media 
10 x 13 x 13 inches 
 
 
 
Jeff Nelson 
 
Brothers Quay PFF Trailer (2009)
2-D/3-D animation  
36 seconds 
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William A. Newman 
 
The Nest (2005) 
film - mini-DV  
5 minutes 10 seconds 
 
 
 
Lynnda Pardoe 
 
Detroit Dark Interior (2006)
archival inkjet print 
33 x 46 inches 
 
Urban Cathedral (2006)
archival inkjet print 
36 x 49 inches 
 
 
 
Juan Pierri 
 
My Lungs (2009) 
acrylic on canvas 
65.5 x 49.5 inches 
 
My Heart (2009)
acrylic on canvas 
69.5 x 49.5 inches 
This work is generously  
on loan from the collection  
of Don and Marsha McManus. 
 
 
 
Isaac Powell 
 
Seam (2008) 
acrylic, graphite, oil  
on paper on panels 
48 x 51 x 10 inches  
 
 
 

Jose Rivera 
 
Aqui abarqua todas las  
culturas en Puerto Rico (2009) 
mixed media 
24.5 x 19.5 x 2 inches 
 
El sufrimiento de los Africanos  
y Tainos en Puerto Rico (2009)
mixed media 
29 x 21.5 x 2 inches 
 
 
 
Judith Scott 
 
Untitled (1993)
mixed media 
29 x 6 x 19 inches 
 
Untitled (2005)
mixed media 
30 x 30 x 31 inches 
 
Untitled (1992)
mixed media 
46 x 11 x 18 inches 
 
All works courtesy of  
Creative Growth Art Center. 
 
 
 
Janet Yagoda Shagam 
 
Sur la Table (2008)
relief, etching, dry point, mezzotint, 
chine collè  
30 x 22 inches 
 
Little Boxes (2007) 
lithography and  
chine collè 
20 x 15 inches 
 
Loon Lake (2006) 
copperplate etching 
31 x 22.5 inches 
Blooming (2007) 
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lithograph on stone 
20 x 15 inches 
 
Artifact 01: Roadside 
Remnant (2007) 
four-plate lithograph on aluminum 
30 x 22.5 inches 
 
Monoliths (2006)
etching 
9 x 11 inches 
 
Storm (2008)
etching, mezzotint, relief 
18 x 12 inches 
 
Deep Think II (2006) 
two-plate etching 
15.25 x 11.25 inches 
 
Kiss Me My Sweet (2005) 
two-plate etching 
15.25 x 11.25 inches 
 
 
 
Bill Shannon 
 
Bench (2008)
video and performance 
2 minutes 29 seconds 
Courtesy of Douz and Mille.  
 
 
 
Katherine Sherwood 
 
Cajal’s Revenge (2007)
mixed media on canvas 
64 x 50 inches 
 
Ears (2008) 
mixed media on canvas 
60 x 60 inches 
 
All works above courtesy  
of Gallery Paule Anglim. 

Sunaura Taylor 
 
Chicken Truck (2007)
oil on canvas 
80 x 120 x 2 inches 
 
 
 
Anne Teahan 
 
Wedding Shoes (Ghost Print) (2009)
digital print on tosashi paper  
10 x 10 x 10 inches  
 
Wedding Shoes (2006-9)
fragmented tosashi paper 
in Perspex cube 
10 x 10 x 10 inches 
 
Gravy Boat (2006) 
fragmented tosashi paper and digital 
print in Perspex cube 
8 x 8 x 8 inches 
 
Tea Caddy (2006)
fragmented tosashi paper and digital 
print in Perspex cube 
8 x 8 x 8 inches 
 
Goblet (2006) 
fragmented tosashi paper and  
digital print in Perspex cube 
8 x 8 x 8 inches 
 
Teacup (2006)
fragmented tosashi paper and digital 
print in Perspex cube 
8 x 8 x 8 inches
 
 
 
Gwynneth VanLaven 
 
Please Wait. (2009) 
mixed-media installation  
variable dimensions   
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Mark Wittig 
 
The Morning Paper (2007) 
mixed-media installation and  
video of performance  
variable dimensions  

Judson Wright  
 
Compost (2009) (with K Staelin)
Java/FFT 
variable dimensions 
 
 
 
Rhonda Zwillinger 
 
Black Swan (2006-7) 
seed beads crocheted on steel wire, 
pearls, Swarovski crystals, pyrite on 
constructed armature 
82 x 14 x 6 inches 
 
Horse Blanket (2006-7)
seed beads crocheted on steel wire, 
African glass, pearls, horse teeth 
on constructed armature 
44 x 18 x 4 inches 
 
Primordium (2007) 
seed beads crocheted on steel wire, 
pearls, Czech glass, Swarovski crystals, 
blister pearls, assorted semi-precious 
stones on constructed armature 
70 x 30 x 6 inches 
 
The Last Rodeo Queen (2007) 
seed beads crocheted on steel wire, 
pearls, Swarovski crystals, fluorite, 
garnets, citrine, Czech glass on con-
structed armature 
42 x 40 x 6 inches
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About the Jury

Brandon Brame Fortune graduated from Agnes Scott College and received an MA and 
PhD in art history from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has worked 
at the National Portrait Gallery since 1987, currently as a curator in the Department 
of Painting and Sculpture. Her primary research areas have been in eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century American portraiture, including the work of Charles Willson Peale 
and women portraitists of the later nineteenth century. In 1999, Fortune was  
co-curator of the exhibition Franklin & His Friends: Portraying the Man of Science in 
Eighteenth-Century America and author of the accompanying publication. For the last 
six years she has been researching contemporary portraiture, and she was the gallery’s 
coordinator for the Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition 2006. She is currently 
working on the Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition 2010 and is a co-curator for an 
upcoming exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery, Portraiture Now: Communities.

Leanne Mella is a specialist in American contemporary art. Among the exhibitions she 
has organized is, most recently, The Prisoner’s Dilemma for the Cisneros Fontanals Art 
Foundation. From 2001 to 2008, Mella served as the manager of International Visual 
Arts Programs at the U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC, where she managed 
the presentation of U.S. art and artists in cultural exchange programs and major 
international exhibitions. From 1994 until 2001, she directed CrossCurrents, a cultural 
exchange program she founded. Notable CrossCurrents projects included the exhibition 
Along the Frontier: Ann Hamilton, Bruce Nauman, Francesc Torres, and Bill Viola at 
the State Russian Museum, St. Petersburg. Mella has organized exhibitions and 
consulted for leading institutions, including the Whitney Museum of American Art; the 
New York State Council on the Arts; the New Museum of Contemporary Art; the Film 
Society of Lincoln Center; the Open Society Institute and Pro Arte, St. Petersburg, 
Russia; the Video Data Bank of the Art Institute of Chicago; Arts Electronica, 
Linz, Austria; the Finnish Art Academy, Helsinki; and the MAK Center for Art and 
Architecture, Los Angeles. She is a 2009 recipient of the Asian Cultural Council’s 
Japan Research Fellowship. Leanne Mella is the consulting curator for VSA's exhibition 
Revealing Culture.

Brandon Brame Fortune

Curator, Department of Painting and Sculpture  
National Portrait Gallery

Leanne Mella

Independent Curator
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Laurel Reuter was born and raised on the Spirit Lake Dakota Reservation in North 
Dakota. She is the founding director and chief curator of the North Dakota Museum 
of Art, a contemporary art museum that is recognized nationally for (1) the 
strength of its exhibition program, (2) groundbreaking human rights exhibitions, (3) 
responsiveness to its community, (4) involvement with international artists long before 
it was usual, and (5) the commissioning of landmark works of art anchored in the 
landscape, history, and culture of the Northern Plains. Reuter has curated countless 
exhibitions, ranging from Light and Shadow: Japanese Artists in Space (1992) to The 
Disappeared (2005) and, most recently, Shared Histories (2010). Her publications 
include Whole Cloth and Marking the Land: Jim Dow in North Dakota. Among her 
awards are the Award of Distinction from the National Council of Art Administrators 
(1999), an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from the University of North Dakota (2007), 
and a $50,000 Curatorial Research Award from the Andy Warhol Foundation (2008).

Laurel Reuter

Director 
North Dakota Museum of Art
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Speaking with Awareness:  
People-First Language

Excerpted from the VSA publication Access and Opportunities: A Guide to 
Disability Awareness, available at www.vsarts.org/x536.xml.

Language shapes the way those around us speak and act toward one another 
and conveys the respect we have for others. The use of appropriate language 
about people with disabilities can be an important tool in building a community 
that accepts all people.

Appropriate language is both sensitive and accurate. VSA promotes the use of 
people-first language—language that puts the focus on the individual, rather 
than on a disability. People-first language helps us remember that everyone  
is a unique individual, and their abilities or disabilities are only part of who  
they are. 

To Improve Access and 
Positive Interactions

Avoid platitudes such as “physically challenged” and “handi-capable.” Many 
disability groups object to these phrases because they are considered 
condescending and reinforce the idea that disabilities cannot be spoken of in an 
upfront and direct manner. 

Do not sensationalize a disability by using terms such as “afflicted with,” 
“suffers from,” or “crippled with.” People with disabilities consider these 
expressions offensive and inaccurate. 

When referring to people who use wheelchairs, avoid terms such as 
“wheelchair-bound” or “confined to a wheelchair.” Wheelchairs do not confine 
people with disabilities—they provide freedom of movement to assist them in 
traveling throughout the community.

When writing or speaking about people with disabilities, emphasize abilities 
rather than limitations, focusing on a person’s accomplishments, creative 
talents, or skills. This does not mean avoiding mention of a person’s disability, 
but doing so in a respectful manner and only when relevant to the situation.
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Ten Ways to  
Achieve Arts Access

Excerpted from VSA's publication 
Arts Access Made Easy: Successful 
Strategies from the Award of 
Excellence in Arts Access, available at 
http://www.vsarts.org/documents/
resources/general/arts_access_made_
easy.pdf

1. Approach Access as a Process. Make 
arts access part of the fabric of your 
organization. Just as you never stop 
producing new events, exhibitions, 
and programs, you’ll find endless 
ways to include the greatest possible 
audience. 

2. Make Access Somebody’s Job. At 
every arts institution, there should 
be a person who has the specific 
responsibility of arts access. 

3. Build Relationships. Create 
an accessibility committee made 
up of the representatives in the 
disability community and key staff 
at your organization. Find out what 
you’re doing right, and what needs 
improvement. 

4. Evaluate What You’ve Got. To know 
what you need, examine what you’ve 
got. What physical alterations do you 
need to make at your facility? Who on 
the staff needs sensitivity training? 
Ask your new accessibility committee 
to help conduct the evaluations and 
the training sessions. 

5. Take Advantage of Free Resources. 
Free help and resources exist at every 
level. For instance, just do an Internet 
search on “cultural access” to find a 
wealth of online resources. 

6. Set Goals You Can Achieve. Start 
with what’s doable. If you’re a 
small-town theater, maybe include 
an American Sign Language (ASL) 
interpreter or volunteer audio 
describer at one performance. 
Remember that it’s better to do 
something small than nothing at all.

7. Market to Community. Access is 
useless if the people who can use it 
don’t know about it. Create an access 
statement that clearly describes what 
you do offer and your commitment to 
include all people at your institution. 
Advertise your access offerings in the 
publications read by these populations 
(which are often the same publications 
read by the general public). 

8. Consider Both Sides of the Stage. 
Arts access isn’t just about the 
audience. Artists with disabilities 
sing, dance, act, paint, direct, play 
instruments, choreograph, do set 
design, produce, write, sculpt —
everything artists without disabilities 
do. And their work needs to be staged, 
performed, and exhibited. 

9. Accept Feedback. Establish a 
process where people can lodge 
complaints. Ask for feedback, and 
openly receive it. 

10. Build on What You Create. Never 
stop creating access. Keep coming 
up with new ideas and innovations. 
Remember, it’s a process. When you 
receive feedback from people with 
disabilities, put it to use. 
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Revealing Culture debuted at the 
Smithsonian Institution S. Dillon Ripley Center 
International Gallery, June 8 – August 29, 2010.  
Visit the exhibition online at:  
www.vsarts.org/revealingculture  
 
VSA Advisory Board of Directors  
Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, Founder  
Ronald I. Dozoretz, Chairman  
Soula Antoniou, President  
David Geanacopoulos  
Maha Al Juffali-Ghandour  
Lucy Lehman  
Gerald and Paula McNichols  
Thomas E. Wheeler  
Judy Woodruff  
 
Soula Antoniou, President 
Elena Widder, Vice President of Public Awareness 
Stephanie Moore, Director of Visual Arts 
Dawn McAndrews, Festival Director 
Jennifer Wexler, Visual Arts Manager 
Sonja Cendak, Festival Exhibitions Manager 
Liza Key, Artist Services Coordinator 
 
Consulting Curator:  Leanne Mella 
Architectural design: Michael Graves & Associates 
Art direction and graphic design:   
Michael Graves Design Group 
Web site development: Alex Amerri 
Verbal Description: Lou Giansante 
With appreciation to Hargrove, ARTEX, Orpheo, 
DANCO, Archival Art Services, WESTAF, Greg 
Staley, Carter Printing, and American Printing 
House for the Blind.

The content of this publication, developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, does not 
necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education. You should not assume endorsement 
by the federal government. 

Alternative formats of this 
publication are available  
upon request.
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Images are copyrighted by the individual artists and are 
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VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, 
was founded more than 35 years ago by Ambassador Jean 
Kennedy Smith to provide arts and education opportunities 
for people with disabilities and increase access to the arts 
for all. With 52 international affiliates and a network of 
nationwide affiliates, VSA is changing perceptions about 
people with disabilities around the world. Each year, 7 
million people of all ages and abilities participate in VSA 
programs, which cover all artistic genres. VSA is an affiliate 
of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. For 
more information, visit www.vsarts.org.

818 Connecticut Avenue NW  
Suite 600 

Washington DC 20006

T: 202.628.2800   TTY: 202.737.0645 
F: 202.429.0868   W: www.vsarts.org



VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts.

State of the Art
a children’s art exhibition

Union Station • Washington, DC
May 24–June 12, 2010

VSA and CVS Caremark All Kids Can present 
State of the Art, an exhibition of artwork by young 
students ages 5–15. This children’s art exhibition 
is part of the largest celebration of the arts and 
disability in Washington, D.C., to date!
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2010
international vsa festival

arts and disability

A star-studded event featuring more than  
600 artists from all over the world!

For information on tickets  
and free events, visit

VSA is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
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