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BorderFest had its beginnings in 1976 when a committee from the Hidalgo Chamber of Commerce set out to cele‐

brate American Bicentennial by commemorating the local border culture, the international setting, and the unique com‐
munity spirit. The first attempt drew 500 people; 34 years later there were 84,097 in attendance.  

Now celebrated each year on the first weekend in March, BorderFest is a four‐day‐plus extravaganza staged by the 
non‐profit BorderFest Association, with more than 122 committee chairmen and co‐chairmen, and over 1,000 enthusias‐
tic volunteers.   An enlightened leadership, a sympathetic city administration, many business supporters, and a proud 
citizenry have now brought BorderFestto its 34th year. 

Named by its festival peers as the best in Texas 7 years in a row and the International Festival and Event Association 
honored BorderFestas the best of its kind in the world in 2005, 2006, 2007 and again in 2008. As a non‐profit, the cele‐
bration donates between $50,000 and $60,000 in scholarships to area youth, and assists community organizations in rais‐
ing money for their own causes. 

Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a different country each year.  
Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater experiences and educational opportunities as the bor‐
ders are expanded and BorderFest raises its bar of excellence.  

This year, BorderFest  “Celebrated Australia”, with twenty tented stage and entertainment areas  filled with more 
than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, for families, for young people and for seniors. Everyone had a great 
time with singing, dancing, arts & crafts, day and nightly illuminated parades, kids’ activities, a sea of food of all kinds, a 
full carnival and continuous family fun ‐ all the things that makes the Rio Grande Valley such a special place, and Border‐
Fest such a memorable experience. 

History 



The goals and objectives of the BorderFest Association are to showcase the variety and diversity of South Texas, a heritage 
that flavors the food, the fun, the language and the lives of residents and visitors alike, to provide entertainment, enjoy‐
ment, education, diversion and a rewarding and memorable experience to fans, local residents, Rio Grande Valleyites, 
families, kids, seniors, and visitors of all ages from all over the state and the nation. 
  
BorderFest 2010 strategic goals: 
∙ Increase advance ticket sales. 
∙ Maintain 2009 attendance. 
∙ Expand the educational experience for schools K‐8th Grade through a Curriculum Program focusing on the country Bor‐

derFest celebrates each year.   
∙ Enhance the BorderFest website and add a .com address in addition to the .org address to aid in increasing the number 

of direct hits. 
∙ Streamline the volunteer registration process through a computerized software program. 
∙ Increase sponsorship ROI. 
‐Create cross promotions between sponsors. 
∙ Provide sponsors an opportunity to showcase their products. 
∙ Create excitement and awareness of BorderFest parades by assuring quality, safety and memorable experiences for both 

parade participants and parade viewers 
∙ Provide the ultimate experience for all that attend BorderFest. 
∙ Create excitement and BorderFest anticipation by further enhancing the country BorderFest celebrates each year 

through displays, art and crafts, education and entertainment from that country.   

Goals & Objectives 



 
BorderFest is dedicated to the celebration of the diverse and unique cultural and musical heritage of South Texas and 
the border area, and to the perpetuation of that heritage through musical performances, the arts, entertainment, 
education and participation.   
 
It is now the largest and oldest such celebration in South Texas, attended by enthusiastic people of all ages, ethnici‐
ties, and tastes from Texas, many of the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
  

 

Mission 



A Few Words About “Pepper” 
  The perennial symbol of BorderFest has for many years been a loveable mascot named “Pepper”.  Each year he 
takes on a whole new personality, a new presence, and a new importance.  He takes on the theme and look of the country 
BorderFest celebrates every year.  He is everywhere in his new role each year as an active “emissary” rather than simply a 
more passive “mascot”.  He decks himself out in the costume of the country we celebrate.  Last year he turned Jamaican 
and was outfitted as a Jamaican Pirate in red, green and gold pirates jacket and pirates hat sitting atop his bead adorned 
dreadlocks.  The year before he wore red, black and gold silk Chinese vest and Mandarin hat helping to “Celebrate China”, 
and the year before a green vest & bow tie adorned with shamrock sequins and hat with a shamrock instead of a feather  
which had him spreading the luck of the Irish all over the Rio Grande Valley.   
  In 2010 Pepper was decked out as Crocodile Dundee  in a Crocodile Dundee vest and hat with crocodile teeth. He 
was in every parade in the Valley, San Antonio, Poteet and Corpus Christi inviting everyone he saw to BorderFest.  He was 
virtually everywhere on the BorderFest grounds, being photographed with kids and grandparents and everyone in be‐
tween. 
  Pepper made personal appearances at children’s hospitals, rest homes, at sporting events in State Farm Arena, and 
every place where he could spread the BorderFest word.  He delivered media gifts to all the media across the valley and 
visited BorderFest sponsors along the way.  Pepper’s positive influence is such that he brings smiles to all who see him. 
  He was in all BorderFest   promotional materials, in the official logo, on merchandise, and as an animated character 
on the grounds.  One cannot think about BorderFest without thinking about Pepper.  He is the face of BorderFest. 
  This year Pepper surprised everyone and proposed to his friend “Cha Cha Rita” during the Action 4 News Illumi‐
nated parade on Saturday evening of the festival.  Cha Cha Rita has been coming to BorderFest since she was hatched from 
a giant egg on a float in the Action 4 News Illuminated Parade three years ago.  They make a great couple and Cha Cha Rita 
will step in and help Pepper promote BorderFest  going to parades, sponsor visits, charitable events and anywhere she is 
needed to enhance promotional efforts. 
  

“G’Day Mate” 







GDF SUEZ Energy Resources believes in the importance of 

education and we support the City of Hidalgo in its efforts 

to teach the students about the culture and heritage of 

countries all over the world. Myself and everyone at GDF 

Suez is proud to be a part of Hidalgo's 34th BorderFest as 

together, we "Celebrate Australia".

 



WALKABOUT AUSTRALIA 
                                               
 

Australia  Most American visitors to 
Australia find it to be a fascinating place.  A 
place they might hear Australians say “G’day 
mate”, see kangaroos hopping through the 
bush, and notice that people drive on the left 
side of the road.  They might see Aboriginal 
dot paintings in a museum, eat a meat pie at 
an Aussie Rules football game, or see the 
Southern Cross constellation in the night sky.  
Australia is a sunny, wide-open place with 
beaches and mountains, rainforests, grasslands and deserts.  There is 
something for everyone: the world’s most beautiful and extensive coral reef, 
largest rock formation and unique animals, birds, flowers and trees. 
  
Australia is the world’s smallest continent, largest island and the only continent 
made up of a single country.  People sometimes call Australia the “Land Down 
Under” because it lies entirely in the southern Hemisphere, down under the 
equator.   
 
BorderFest 2010 welcomes you to join us in “Celebrating Australia” as this years’ 
festival celebrates the customs, color, charm and charisma of Australia.   
 
You’re invited to join Hidalgo’s 34th BorderFest March 4 – March 7, 2010 as we 
“Celebrate Australia”. 

 

 
 

G’day Mate!  
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FUN FACTS ABOUT AUSTRALIA 

• There are 1500 hundred species of Australian spiders.  
• There are over 6000 species of flies, about 4000 species of ants, and there 

are about 350 species of termites in Australia.  
• Termites are also called white ants, but they're not ants, in fact not even 

closely related to ants.  
• Australia has the world's largest population of wild camels with one hump.  
• The Tasmanian Devil does exist, and it has the jaw strength of a crocodile.  
• Sharks are immune to all known diseases.  
• There are more than 150 million sheep in Australia, and only some 20 million 

people.  
• No part of Australia is more than 1000 km from the ocean and a beach. (The 

point in the world that's the furthest from any ocean would be in China.) 
• Australia has the world's largest cattle station (ranch). At 30,028 km2 it is 

almost the same size as Belgium.  
• Tasmania has the cleanest air in the world.  
• The Great Barrier Reef has a mailbox. You can ferry out there and send a 

postcard, stamped with the only Great Barrier Reef stamp.  
• The Australian Alps, or Snowy Mountains as they are also known, receive 

more snow than Switzerland.  
• Star gazing: under ideal viewing conditions, like in the Australian Outback, the 

naked eye can detect about 5,780 stars.  
• The Sydney Opera House roof weighs more than 161,000 tons.  
• The Great Barrier Reef is the largest organic construction on earth.  
• Termite mounds are the tallest non-human constructions on earth. 
• Yulara, the Aboriginal name of the Ayers Rock Resort, means "crying", 

"weeping.  

• The language that is commonly spoken by the Australians is English. Here are 
certain terms and their meanings.  

• Aussie - Australian  
• Arvo - Afternoon  
• Barbie - Barbecue Grill  

7



• Billabong - Pond  
• Billy Tea - Tea made over a camp fire in a tin can  
• Brekkie - Breakfast  
• Chewie - Chewing Gum  
• Clobber - Clothes  
• Fairy Floss - Cotton  
• Give it a Burl - Try it  
• Lollies - Candy  
• Lolly Water - Soda  
• See you in soup - See you around  
• Sunnies - Sunglasses  
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Overview of Australia 
 
Australia is the sixth largest country 
in the world. Australia is an island, 
surrounded by water. It is located on 
the smallest continent in the world 
between the Indian Ocean and the 
South Pacific Ocean.  
 

• Australia has the largest area 
of ocean jurisdiction of any 
country on earth. It has no 
land borders.  

• It has a population of 17.5 
million people. 

• Geographic size: 2.97 million 
square miles. 

• It’s Capital is Canberra. 
 
 
 

 
 
Environment and Geography 
 
 

• Australia is the driest of 
continents and flattest after 
Antarctica. It is hot and dry.  
The Eastern side of Australia 
has lot of grasslands which 
was in the past used for cattle 
and sheep ranches. Australia 
has also mountainous areas 
throughout the country, there 
if for example the “Blue 
Mountains”, located in the 

south east of the continent 
and got its name from the 
blue haze caused from the 
eucalyptus trees that gave off 
oil droplets. 
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Climate 
• The climate of Australia varies 

widely, but by far the largest 
part of Australia is desert.  
40% of the landmass is 
covered by sand dunes. Only 
the south-east and south-west 
corners have a temperate 
climate and moderately fertile 
soil. The northern part of the 
country has a tropical climate: 
part is tropical rainforest, part 
grasslands, and part desert. 

 

 
Little Sandy Desert near Durba 
Spring  
            Natural Resources 

 
 

• The following are the most 
popular natural resources in 
Australia: 

 
• Gold, as well as opals, 

sapphires, and other precious 
stones. 

• Natural gas 
• Oil 
• Lead 
• Zinc 
• Iron 
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Immigration/Migration 
 

• AUSTRALIA VISA 
ENTRY/EXIT 
REQUIREMENTS 
American citizens are 
required to have a valid U.S. 
Passport to enter Australia. 
Americans must enter with an 
Australian visa or, if eligible, 
through Electronic Travel 
Authority (ETA). The ETA 
replaces a visa and allows a 
stay of up to three months. 

 
 

• Attached is a copy of an 
Australian visa to complete 
with each of your students.  
Take a picture of them and 
paste on the picture box and 
have them sign their 
Australian visa.  Also, 
complete their information. 
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Tourism 
 
 

• Australia is a beautiful country 
that has many natural 
attractions and activities for 
people all ages. Wherever or 
however you travel in 
Australia, you can re-capture 
your sense of wonder and 
wisdom.  

 
• The diverse landscape of 

Australia, from tropical 
rainforests to the southern 
beaches, draws travelers to 
this vast country. Australia 
can be explored on foot, 
4WD, or horseback and the 
coastal areas offer many 
surfing beaches and diving 
spots. The Great Barrier Reef, 
which runs the coast of 
Queensland, is considered 
one of the natural wonders of 
the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pictures of “The Great Barrier Reef” 
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Country: Australia 
 

 
 
Government 

Australia’s system of government is 
founded in the liberal democratic 
tradition. Based on the values of 
religious tolerance, freedom of 
speech and association, and the rule 
of law, Australia’s institutions and 
practices of government reflect 
British and North American models. 
At the same time, they are uniquely 
Australian. 

Australia’s government is based on a 
popularly elected parliament with two 
chambers: the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 
Ministers appointed from these 
chambers conduct executive 
government, and policy decisions 
are made in Cabinet meetings. Apart 
from the announcement of decisions, 
Cabinet discussions are not 
disclosed. Ministers are bound by 
the principle of Cabinet solidarity, 
which closely mirrors the British 
model of Cabinet government 
responsible to parliament. 

Although Australia is an independent 
nation, Queen Elizabeth II of Great 
Britain is also formally Queen of 
Australia. The Queen appoints a 
Governor-General (on the advice of 

the elected Australian Government) 
to represent her. The Governor-
General has wide powers, but by 
convention acts only on the advice of 
ministers on virtually all matters. 

The Australian Constitution creates a 
federal legislature. The Legislature 
makes the laws, and supervises the 
activities of the other two arms with a 
view to changing the laws when 
appropriate. The Australian 
Parliament consisting of the Queen, 
a 76-member Senate,  and a 150-
member House of Representatives. 
 

Parliament House, Canberra: the 
seat of the Parliament of Australia 
 
Economy 

The economy of Australia is a 
prosperous, free market economy 
dominated by its services sector.  
Although the agricultural and mining 
sectors account for 57% of the 
nation's exports.  

The Australian dollar is the currency 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
including Christmas Island, Cocos 
Islands, and Norfolk Island, as well 
as the independent Pacific Island 
states of Kiribati, Nauru and Tuvalu. 
The Australian Securities Exchange 
is the largest stock exchange in 
Australia. 
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National symbols: 
 
National symbols of Australia are the 
symbols that are used in Australia to 
represent what is unique about the 
nation, reflecting different aspects of 
our cultural life and history. 
 
Flag 

The flag of Australia was chosen in 
1901 from entries in a worldwide 
design competition held following 
Federation. It was approved by 
Australian and British authorities 
over the next few years, although the 
exact specifications of the flag were 
changed several times both 
intentionally and as a result of 
confusion. The current specifications 
were published in 1934, and in 1954 
the flag became legally recognised 
as the "Australian National Flag". 

 

 

Coat of Arms 
 
The Coat of Arms of Australia 
(formally known as Commonwealth 
Coat of Arms) is the official symbol 
of Australia. 
 

 
 
National Floral Emblem 

Golden Wattle is Australia’s floral 
emblem. It is a small tree which 
flowers in late winter and spring, 
producing a mass of fragrant, fluffy, 
golden flowers. 

 

The Red Kangaroo 
 
The Red Kangaroo is the largest of 
all kangaroos, the largest mammal 
native to Australia, and the largest 
surviving marsupial. It is found 
across mainland Australia, avoiding 
only the more fertile areas in the 
south, the east coast, and the 
northern rainforests. 
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Red Kangaroo 

 
 
 
History and Politics: 
 
Ancient Heritage 

Before the arrival of European 
settlers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples inhabited most 
areas of the Australian continent. 
They spoke one or more of hundreds 
of separate languages and dialects, 
and their lifestyles and cultural 
traditions differed from region to 
region. Their complex social systems 
and highly developed traditions 
reflect a deep connection with the 
land. 

Asian and Oceanic mariners and 
traders were in contact with 
Indigenous Australians for many 
centuries before the era of European 
expansion. Some formed substantial 
relationships with communities in 
northern Australia. 

Indigenous Groups – Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders 
 
Australia’s Aboriginal people were 
thought to have arrived here by boat 
from South East Asia during the last 
Ice Age, at least 50,000 years ago. 
At the time of European discovery 
and settlement, up to one million 
Aboriginal people lived across the 
continent as hunters and gatherers. 
They were scattered in 300 clans 

and spoke 250 languages and 700 
dialects. Each clan had a spiritual 
connection with a specific piece of 
land. However, they also travelled 
widely to trade, find water and 
seasonal produce and for ritual and 
totemic gatherings.  
 
Explorers 

A number of European explorers 
sailed the coast of Australia, then 
known as New Holland, in the 17th 
century. However it wasn’t until 1770 
that Captain James Cook chartered 
the east coast and claimed it for 
Britain. The new outpost was put to 
use as a penal colony and on 26 
January 1788, the First Fleet of 11 
ships carrying 1,500 people – half of 
them convicts – arrived in Sydney 
Harbour. Until penal transportation 
ended in 1868, 160,000 men and 
women came to Australia as 
convicts.  

While free settlers began to flow in 
from the early 1790s, life for 
prisoners was harsh. Women were 
outnumbered five to one and lived 
under constant threat of sexual 
exploitation. Male re-offenders were 
brutally flogged and could be hung 
for crimes as petty as stealing. The 
Aboriginal people displaced by the 
new settlement suffered even more. 
The dispossession of land and 
illness and death from introduced 
diseases disrupted traditional 
lifestyles and practices.   

European Settlement 

The first recorded European contact 
with Australia was in March 1606, 
when Dutch explorer Willem 
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Janszoon (1571–1638) charted the 
west coast of Cape York Peninsula 
in Queensland. Later that year, the 
Spanish explorer Luis Vaez de 
Torres sailed through the strait 
separating Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. Over the next two centuries, 
European explorers and traders 
continued to chart the coastline of 
Australia, then known as New 
Holland. In 1688, William Dampier 
became the first British explorer to 
land on the Australian north west 
coast. It was not until 1770 that 
another Englishman, Captain James 
Cook, aboard the Endeavour, 
extended a scientific voyage to the 
South Pacific in order to further chart 
the east coast of Australia and claim 
it for the British Crown. 

Britain decided to use its new 
outpost as a penal colony. The First 
Fleet of 11 ships carried about 1500 
people – half of them convicts. The 
fleet arrived in Sydney Harbour on 
26 January 1788, and it is on this 
day every year that Australia Day is 
celebrated. 

Modern Era – Commonwealth of 
Australia 

After the war ended in 1945, 
hundreds of thousands of migrants 
from across Europe and the Middle 
East arrived in Australia, many 
finding jobs in the booming 
manufacturing sector. Many of the 
women who took factory jobs while 
the men were at war continued to 
work during peacetime. 

Australia’s economy grew throughout 
the 1950s with major nation-building 
projects such as the Snowy 

Mountains Hydroelectric Scheme in 
the mountains near Canberra. 
International demand grew for 
Australia’s major exports of metals, 
wools, meat and wheat and 
suburban Australia also prospered. 
The rate of home ownership rose 
dramatically from barely 40 per cent 
in 1947 to more than 70 per cent by 
the 1960s. 

National Heroes 
 
Robert O'Hara Burke (1820-1861) 
and William John Wills (1834-1861) 
were Australian explorers who were 
the first Europeans to cross Australia 
from south to north. They both died 
on the return trip, from exhaustion 
and hunger.  

Burke and Wills were inexperienced 
explorers; Burke was a police 
investigator and Wills was a surveyor 
and meteorologist. Burke was 
chosen to lead the expedition across 
the inhospitable interior of Australia 
so that the state of Victoria could win 
the reward posted by the 
government of Australia for finding a 
north-south route. The government 
wanted to build a telegraph line from 
Adelaide to the northern coast of 
Australia. 
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William Dampier (1651 or 1652-
1715) was a British buccaneer 
(pirate), explorer and map-maker. As 
a teenager, he sailed to the 
Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Dampier sailed to Australia, New 
Guinea, southeast Asia, and the 
South Seas, charting the coastlines, 
rivers, and currents for the British 
Admiralty (1699-1700). He also kept 
a detailed journal, noting native 
cultures, the first noted typhoon, and 
other discoveries made during his 
voyages. He discovered and named 
New Britain (near New Guinuea). His 
book, A New Voyage Round the 
World, was published in 1697, and 
quickly became very popular. 
Dampier died a pauper in March, 
1715 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward John Eyre (1815-1901) 
was an English-born Australian 
explorer. With his aboriginal friend 
called Wylie, Eyre was the first 
European to walk across southern 
Australia from east to west (along 
the coast). This arduous trip took 4 
1/2 months. They traveled from 
Adelaide to Albany, across the 
Nullarbor Plain. The expedition had 
begun with many men and pack 
horses, but harsh conditions and 
lack of food and water forced most of 
the men and the horses to turn back. 

Eyre and Wiley survived by using 
sponges to collect the morning dew, 
and eating kangaroos. Previously, 
Eyre had been on many shorter 
expeditions searching for good 
sheep-grazing land in southern 
Australia. An expedition to the center 
of Australia (from Adelaide) failed at 
Mt. Hopeless. 
 

 
Captain Arthur Phillip (1738-1814) 
was a British Naval Officer who 
founded the first permanent 
European settlement in Australia. 
Phillip commanded the "Sirius," the 
flagship of the First Fleet (the eleven 
ships that carried the first European 
settlers from Portsmouth, England, 
to New South Wales, Australia). The 
First Fleet was commissioned by 
Thomas Townsend, Viscount 
Sydney, and sailed for Botany Bay 
on May 13, 1787. The First Fleet 
carried 564 male and 192 female 
convicts, 450 crew members, 28 
wives, and 30 children (half from the 
crew, half from the convicts). They 
sailed via Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) to 
the Cape of Good Hope (South 
Africa), and by Tasmania. The Fleet 
anchored at Sydney Cove, Port 
Jackson, New South Wales, 
Australia on January 26, 1788, and 
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declared Australia a colony of 
Britain. Phillip was the Governor of 
New South Wales until 1792, when ill 
health forced him to return to 
England. Australia Day 
commemorates the arrival of Captain 
Phillip and the First Fleet at Sydney 
Cove. 

 
 
Merging of Cultures 
 
The modern culture of Australia is a 
Western culture and draws from 
many sources, primarily from the 
Anglo-Celtic cultures, but also from 
Aboriginal cultures, the multi-ethnic 
immigration associated with the 
Australian gold rushes of the 1850’s, 
and post-World War II immigrants 
from all over the world. Mainstream 
Australian culture has been strongly 
influenced by British culture and 
European culture and more recently 
the culture of the United States of 
America. There are, however, 
distinctive influences from the 
Australian natural environment, the 
country’s settler history, indigenous 
Australians, geographical isolation 
from other Western nations and 
proximity to Asia.  
 

The culture of modern Indigenous 
Australians is rich and diverse, 
although severely impacted by 
European colonization. 

Arts in Australia 

The vigor and originality of the arts in 
Australia — film, music, painting, 
theatre, dance and crafts — has 
achieved international recognition. In 
practice, it is difficult to discern much 
about Australian culture by 
examining the isolated peaks of 
music, dance or literature. Traditional 
"high culture” gains small attention 
from much of the population, in 
contrast to popular culture. High 
culture thrives with excellent 
galleries (even in small towns); a rich 
tradition in ballet, enlivened by the 
legacy of Dame Margot Fonteyn and 
Sir Robert Helpmann, and continuing 
with Graeme Murphy; a strong 
national opera company based in 
Sydney; and excellent symphony 
orchestras in all capital cities, 
particularly the Melbourne and 
Sydney symphony orchestras.  
 
Art: Painting and Sculpture 
 
Australia has had a significant school 
of painting since the early days of 
European settlement and Australians 
with international reputations include 
Sir Sidney Nolan, Sir Russell 
Drysdale, Arthur Boyd, Brett 
Whiteley, Pro Hart and Ken Done — 
not to mention the prized work of 
many indigenous artists such as 
Emily Kame Kngwarreye..  
 
 
 
 

20



Sport 
 
Australians are passionate about 
sport and it forms a major part of the 
country's culture, particularly in terms 
of spectating, but also in terms of 
participation. Most of Australia's 
patriotism is expressed through sport 
and thus it is taken quite seriously, 
especially seen during major 
international events such as the 
Olympic Games. 
 

 

21



 

22



 

Australia 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Grade 

23



 

24



 

 

 

THE LAND DOWN UNDER 
OVERVIEW 

Australia is the only country that is also a continent. It is the smallest 
continent and sixth largest country. Australia is also known as "The Land Down 
Under" because it is located south of the equator and entirely within the Southern 
Hemisphere. The name Australia comes from the Latin word "australis", which 
means southern. The official name of the country is the Commonwealth of 
Australia. 

Australia has many different kinds of environments and climates, from 
tropical in the north to temperate, with warm summers and cool winters, in the 
south. The huge interior of Australia is called the outback. This area is mostly 
desert or dry grassland and has few settlements. Kangaroos , koalas, 
platypuses, and wombats are only a few of the many unusual animals that are 
unique to Australia. The southeastern coastal region has Australia's two largest 
cities, Sydney and Melbourne. Canberra. the nation's capital, lies a short 
distance inland. 

Australia's landmass is just a little smaller that the United States. 
Australia also has beautiful rock formations, eucalyptus forests, and sheep and 
cattle ranches. Although its culture is similar to the western nations, Australians 
have their own unique history, customs, art, music, literature, and food. 

SO U T H E R N 
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Geography 

 
ENVIRONMENT AND GEOGRAPHY 

Australia can be divided into three topographical regions, the Western 
Plateau, the Central Lowlands, and the Eastern Highlands. The Western 
Plateau, or the Australian Shield, is the largest region. Because there is hardly 
any water, this region has one major city, Perth, which is located near the coast. 
The Great Sandy Desert, the Gibson Desert, and the Great Victoria Desert are 
also found is this area. 

The Central Lowlands is the region with the lowest average elevation. It 
covers one third of the continent. The Simpson Desert, Australia's fourth major 
desert, lies along the boundary of the Western Plateau in the Central Lowlands. 
The Murray River, Australia's longest, permanent river and its chief tributary, the 
Darling River, help the livestock in this region because rain hardly comes down in 
this area. The country's largest lake, Lake Eyre, which is also located in this 
area, is usually dry because of little rain. 

The Eastern Highlands is a strip that spreads out along the entire east 
coast, from Cape York Peninsula to Tasmania. The Great Dividing Range, 
which is sometimes called the Australian Alps, runs parallel with the coastline. 
The Continental Divided splits Australia into two separate drainage systems. 
The rivers flowing west out of the mountains, such as the Murray River, drain into 
the Indian Ocean, The rivers flowing east drain into the Pacific Ocean. The 
Snowy Mountains is one of the Divide's many ranges. It has Australia's highest 
peak, Mount Kosciusko, which has an elevation of 7,310 feet. The Eastern 
Highlands is the most productive region of Australia. 

Tall trees grow along Australia's wet north and east coasts. Palm and fig 
trees cover the tropical north Tree ferns grow in the rainy climate of the east 
coast. 

Eucalyptuses, Australia's most common trees, grow throughout the 
country. They grow tall in wet areas, but are short in dry areas. 

Tough grasses and shrubs may go months without rain in the dry western 
deserts. 
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CLIMATE 

Many people imagine Australia as a large island with good weather all 
year round. More than half of the country is covered in desert, but Australia has 
temperate and tropical climates, too. 

Australia lies in the Southern Hemisphere, where summer lasts from 
December to February. The climates of different regions range from dry to hot, 
to mild and wet. 

Northern Australia has a tropical climate all year. This hot area has a wet 
and dry season. During the wet season, about 60 inches of rain falls, but most 
rain falls along the east coast. 

Australia's middle region, made mostly of deserts, is the driest part of the 
country. This area is called the Outback and gets less than 10 inches of rain 
yearly. 

Southern Australia has a mild climate, with warm summers and cold 
winters. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Australia has many natural resources. Gold, coal, iron ore, copper, and 
nickel are mined in many regions. Natural gas is drilled under the ocean and 
sold to other countries. 

Australia exports large amounts of copper, gold, silver, tin, and zinc. 
These minerals were the chief products of the mining industry. During the 
1950s, geologists discovered huge deposits of bauxite, coal, and iron ore. 
Manganese, natural gas, nickel, and petroleum were discovered during the 
1960s. 

Australia has become one of the world's major mining countries. It ranks 
first in the production of bauxite, diamonds, lead, and zircon, and is a leading 
producer of coal, copper, gold, iron ore, manganese, nickel, silver, tin, titanium, 
and zinc. Nearly all of the world's high-quality opals are mined in Australia. 

IMMIGRATION/MIGRATION 

Since settlers first arrived, many immigrants have moved to Australia. 
Most people emigrated from Britain, but others traveled from Italy, Greece, 
China, Vietnam, and Lebanon. The original people of Australia, the Aborigines, 
make up a very small part of the population. 

Many immigrants from Asian countries arrived in Australia in the 1970s, 
and, today, most Australian cities have large Asian communities. 

Today, there are more than 17 million people from many different cultures 
living in Australia. The government has introduced a policy called 
"multiculturalism", which encourages ethnic groups to live peacefully with one 
another. 
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TOURISM 

Millions of people choose to visit Australia every year. The country is 
unique and offers many places of interest. One such place is Ayers Rock, the 
world's largest monolith. This red sandstone wonder stands 1,143 feet above 
the desert floor in Central Australia. It is located in Uluru National Park in the 
Northern Territory of Australia. 

Some people visit the Great Barrier Reef off the northeast coast. The reef 
is the largest coral structure in the world and contains 350 species of coral It is 
also the world's largest living structure. The reef stretches 1,245 miles from 
Cape York to Brisbane and is a favorite spot for diving and snorkeling. 

Another popular tourist site is the Sydney Opera house, one of the most 
unusual buildings in the world. 

Whatever a visitor's interest is, Australia is sure to have something special 
to do or see. From its vast desert regions to its snowy mountains, Australia is 
the most diverse country in the world. Its people are very friendly, and animals 
such as the kangaroo, koala, wallaby, platypus, emu, and kookaburra are like no 
others in the world. It's easy to see why millions of people from around the world 
take an interest in "The Land Down Under". 

AYERS ROCK, ULURU 
NATIONAL PARK 

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE 
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ANIMALS OF AUSTRALIA 
Kangaroo 

Kookaburra EmuDuck-billed Platypus 
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AUSTRALIA 
PARLIAMENT& 

DEMOCRACY 

GOVERNMENT 

Like the United States and Canada, Australia is a federation of states. 
There are six states in Australia and two areas called territories. Australia's 
government is divided into three sections. The federal government, which is 
based in Canberra, the capital city, administers issues such as defense and 
customs. Each state and territory has a government that takes care of issues 
such as education and health. Local councils run city affairs, such as garbage 
collection. 

The Australian parliament is based on the British system. Parliament 
consists of two houses of assembly: the House of Representatives and the 
Senate. The House of Representatives initiates all legislation, called bills. The 
Senate is a house of review that passes bills into laws. The prime minister is the 
leading political figure in the country. He or she is the head of the majority party 
in the House of Representatives. To run the country, the prime minister appoints 
ministers from either the House of Representatives or the Senate, to form the 
policy-making group called the Cabinet. 

Government in each of the states is similar, except in Queensland, which 
does not have an upper house. The leader of the majority party in the lower 
house of each state is called a premier. This position is similar to the office of 
state governor in the United States. The premier of each state appoints a 
cabinet of state ministers. 

Terms of office in the federal parliament are three years. State parliament 
terms vary between three and four years depending on the state. Australia is 
one of the few countries in the world where voting is mandatory. Those who do 
not vote are fined. 

Although Australia has been federated for a hundred years, it still has ties 
to Britain and belongs to the British Commonwealth. The governor general 
represents the British Queen. There is a growing movement in Australia to 
remove this British influence. 
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STATES AND TERRITORIES 

Australia is divided into six states and two territories. Western Australia is 
the largest state. The smallest state, Tasmania, is an island located to the 
southeast. Sydney, Australia's largest city, is located in New South Wales. 

Australia also has two territories. About 300,000 people crowd into the 
tiny Australian Capital Territory. The large Northern Territory, which has many 
dry desert areas, is home to about 200,000 people. 
ECONOMY 

The first major industry in Australia, in the 1800s, was the production of 
wool, and Australia is still the world's largest wool-producing country. In modern 
times, synthetic fibers have forced down the price of wool and reduced its 
economic importance. Cattle farming is important, too, and produces beef for 
both the nation and for export. Other farm products include wheat, corn, sugar, 
fruit, and wine, However, today, people are leaving the land and heading for the 
cities. These days, most people have service sector jobs such as in healthcare, 
law, accounting, tourism, and banking. 

In the 1900s, Australia also developed a strong manufacturing industry. 
Sailing ships took many months to bring goods from other parts of the world. 
People learned to make whatever they needed, and factories were established, 
especially on the east coast. 

The discovery of gold in the 1850s started the Australian mining industry. 
In later years, other minerals such as coal, iron ore, aluminum, copper, and 
nickel were also discovered. Australia also has vast offshore fields of natural 
gas, most of which is sold to Japan. 

Today, the single biggest export earner in Australia is tourism. Other 
important exports are minerals, wheat, and wool. The export of manufactured 
products is also rapidly increasing. 
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NATIONAL SYMBOLS 

Australian Quick Facts 

Commonwealth of Australia 

Canberra 

English 

21,858,152 (Population Clock-Australian Bureau of 
Statistics) 

2,966,000 square miles 

New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia 
Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia 

Australian Capital Territory, Northern Territory 

Mount Kosciusko, 7310 feet 

Lake Eyre, 50 feet below sea level 

Murray River 

Anglicanism, Roman Catholicism 

Animals on the Australian Coat of Arms are the emu 
and the kangaroo. 

The golden wattle, an acacia, has gold flowers and 
green leaves. These colors are the national colors 
worn at sporting events. 

The gum tree(eucalyptus) 

Australia Day, January 26 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps(ANZAC) 
Day, April 25 
Christmas Day, December 25 

Official Name 

Capital 

Official Language 

Population 

Land Area 

States 

Territories 

Highest Point 

Lowest Point 

Longest River 

Main Religions 

National Animals 

National Flower 

National Tree 

Important Holidays 
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Famous Leaders Alfred Deakin (1856-1919): the Father of the 
Federation; prime minister 1903-1910 

Sir Robert Menzies (1894-1978): prime minister 
1939-1941, 1949-1966 

Bob Hawke (1929- ): the most re-elected Labor 
prime minister, 1983-1991 

Currency 

National Flag 

Australian dollar ($1.00 Australian dollar 0.8226 US 
Dollars) 

The Australian flag carries the stars of the Southern 
Cross. This constellation is only visible in the 
Southern Hemisphere, where Australia is located. 
The flag of the United Kingdom appears in the top 
left corner. Its colors are red, white, and blue.  

 

Official National Anthem Advance Australia Fair 
Words and music composed by Peter Dodds 
McCormick in 1878, but only proclaimed Australia's 
Official National Anthem by the Governor-General 
on April 19, 1984. 

Australians all let us rejoice, 
For we are young and free; 

We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in nature's gifts, 
Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history's page let every stage, 
Advance Australia Fair! 
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In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia Fair! 

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross, 
We'll toil with heart and hands; 

To make this Commonwealth of ours, 
Renowned through all the lands; 

For those who've come across the seas, 
We've boundless plains to share; 
With courage let us all combine to 

Advance Australia Fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia Fair! 
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AUSTRALIA 
HISTORY 

AUSTRALIA'S ORIGINAL SETTLERS 

The Aborigines came from Asia about 40,000 to 50,000 years ago and 
were the first people to settle in Australia. The Aborigines formed tribes and 
became of group of wandering hunters and food-gatherers. The men hunted 
land animals and fish, while the women gathered seeds, roots, and berries. 
Because of this territory was very important to them. They often set up tribal 
boundaries marked by trees, rocks, and billabongs, or water holes. 

Aborigines were very skillful hunters. Spears and boomerangs were their 
most important weapons. The Aborigines used two kinds of boomerangs. One is 
the kind that returns to the hunter after it is thrown. This weapon is made of 
hardwood and is bent almost into the shape of the letter "L". One side is 
completely flat. The other side is slightly raised. This was used to drive flocks of 
birds into nets. 

The other kind of boomerang does not return. It was used mainly for 
fighting and hunting. 

The Aborigines were totally isolated until 1788, when the British arrived. 
Their traditions included music, singing, dancing, and art. They did paintings on 
dried tree bark with natural black, brown, yellow, white, and sometimes red 
colors. The paintings were originally used for tribal ceremonies and then 
destroyed shortly after the ceremonies. In the 1940s, however, the paintings 
became popular with art collectors, and they were more widely made and 
distributed, provided that there enough eucalyptus trees in the area because 
they needed the bark from the tree to draw on. 

The ancient Aborigines also painted the walls of caves and made rock 
carvings depicting their way of life. Much of this art still exists. 

At the time when Sydney Cove was settled, there were 300,000 
Aborigines in Australia and about 250 different languages were spoken. Since 
they didn't have a system of government, no permanent settlements, and no 
land ownership, the British made them move. Many of the Aborigines died from 
diseases such as smallpox, measles, influenza, whooping cough, pneumonia, 
and tuberculosis. By 1860, there were 20 million sheep in Australia. The cattle 
and sheep destroyed the Aborigine's water holes. White settlers and the 
Aborigines were at war for the land and water. By 1900, traditional Aboriginal 
society was still in small groups in central and northern Australia. 
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In the early 1900s, laws to protect the Aborigines were passed in every 
state. They also made restrictions for the Aborigines on owning land, where they 
could live, and even whom they could marry. In 1967, the Australians voted 
so that Aborigines could become real citizens. They were given the same rights 
as everyone else. 

Today, all aborigines are Australian citizens, but they hold on to many of 
the traditions of their culture. 

THE EUROPEANS ARRIVE 

Just over 200 hundred years ago, European sailors landed on the coasts 
of Australia. In 1770, British explores James Cook claimed the eastern coast of 
Australia for his king, George III. For many years afterward, Britain sent convicts 
there. New settlements were also established on the southern coast of Australia 
and on the island of Tasmania. 

A LAND OF NEW POSSIBILITIES 

Before long, immigrants were coming to Australia in large numbers, 
mainly from England and Ireland. They introduced new ways of farming and 
mining. They even brought a new animal with them in 1810: the sheep! Soon, 
Australia was a rich country with a successful wool industry, Australia had 
become a land with many possibilities, 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, there were sis Australian 
territories, called colonies, inhabited by immigrants. In 1901, they joined to form 
a federation called the Commonwealth of Australia. Australia still had strong 
links with Britain, and Australians fought alongside the British in World Wars I 
and II. The Australian and New Zealand soldiers who fought in the World Wars 
were called ANZACs. 

IMMIGRATION 

Since World War II, Australia has encouraged immigration. Today, 
Australia is known as an immigrant country because many people living there 
were born elsewhere. 

FAMILY LIFE 

Australia is a big country with a fairly small population, so most of the 
houses in the city are large, with gardens at the front and back. Most Australians 
live in homes in a town or city not far from the coast. Outdoor activities are 
popular with Australians, and the sunny climate allows them to visit the beach as 
often as they can. 
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RELIGION AND LANGUAGE 

Christianity came to Australia with the European settlers, and it is the 
main religion in the country today. 

Before the Europeans arrived, the Aborigines practiced their own religion. 
They believed the spirits of their ancestors lived in the trees, water holes, and 
rocks. Some Aborigines today still hold this belief. 

The main Australian language is English, spoken by most citizens with an 
accent handed down to them by the original settlers from England and Ireland. 
Immigrants from European and Asian countries brought their own languages with 
them. Australians have adopted some Aboriginal words, such as "Illawarra", 
Meaning "place by the sea". 

AUSTRALIA AND THE WORLD 

Around the world, people wear jewelry and use coins made from 
Australia's minerals. Most of the world's opals and diamonds, and much of the 
silver are mined in Australia_ 

Australia's effect on the world can be seen in many other areas. People 
visit Australia's Sydney Opera House, which took fourteen years to build, to 
watch operas, plays, musicals, and ballets. The Harbour Bridge is another of 
Australia's famous structures. Sydney Harbour is divided by a waterway. The 
Harbour Bridge joins the two halves of the harbour together. Australians' love of 
water sports has also drawn attention worldwide. Australia has some of the 
world's best surfers, swimmers, and sailors. 
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EDUCATION 

All Australian children must attend school, starting at either five or six 
years of age. They attend primary school and secondary school. Primary school 
lasts six years. Students then go to secondary school, which lasts another six 
years. 

There are not many schools in the outback region, where the sheep and 
cattle ranches are located. Children who live on stations, or ranches, and can 
not get to school use a two way radio to hear their teachers' lessons. Students 
submit their assignments by mail. 

Most schools are run by the government and are free. Some parents 
send their children to private schools, which they pay for. 

After secondary school, students can further their education by attending 
technical institutions, community colleges, or universities. 

Australian schools offer activities, such as drama, debating, and music, 
after classes are through. Sports are popular at school, too. Students can join 
clubs to play Australian Rules football, hockey, netball, and cricket. 
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ART AND MUSIC OF 

 
PAINTINGS 

The oldest paintings in Australia were done by the Aborigines. They 
decorated cave walls with pictures of animals and people using natural materials, 
such as charcoal. 

European settlers brought their own style of painting to Australia, and 
many famous Australian artists now mix the two styles together. 

DIDGERIDOO 

The didgeridoo is a wind instrument used by Aborigines in songs and 
ceremonies. They are made out of a piece of eucalyptus tree and are 4 to 6 feet 
long. Didgeridoos are hollowed out by termites. 

The Aborigines play their didgeridoos by using a method called circular 
breathing. Circular breathing is breathing in through your nose and out through 
your mouth at the same time. You have to trap air in your mouth and push it out 
with your tongue while you breathe in through your nose. 

The Aborigines use beeswax as a mouthpiece so it's easier to play. 
Didgeridoos are usually used in the northern areas of Australia. Before the white 
men came, these instruments were used throughout Australia. 

 

IA  
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MUSIC 

Australians love making music. Rock bands such as the Bee Gees, 
AC/DC, Midnight Oil, and INXS are famous throughout the world. Opera singers 
Dame Nellie Melba and Dame Jane Sutherland are known as two of the world's 
best performers. These musical stars all come from Australia.  

AUSTRALIAN FILM 

The film Babe: Pig in the City is the most recent Australian movie to be 
an international box office hit. Crocodile Dundee, about an outback man who 
moves to New York City, is probably the best-known Australian film. Every year, 
many films are made in Australia. The Piano, directed by Australian Jane 
Campion, received worldwide acclaim, winning several international awards.
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D R E A M  T I M E  S T O R I E S  

 

AUSTRALIAN STORIES 

Traditional Australian stories tell of the lives of people who lived in the 
Outback. A man named A. B. "Banjo" Patterson was the first Australian to write 
about the Outback. He wrote about the men who herded cattle for thousands of 
miles. The stories of the Outback are still being told by modern-day writers such as 
Australian Colleen McCullough. She wrote the best-selling book The Thorn 
Birds. 
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SPORTS 

Cricket is one of the best-loved sports in Australia. Children and adults 
play this game in backyards, fields, and sporting ovals. 

Australian Rules football is the main winter sport. It is known as "Aussie 
Rules" and is a cross between rugby and basketball. 

Australians have a holiday on the day of the Melbourne Cup. Numerous 
people can then watch this famous horse racing event. 

AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONS 

One of the most famous Australian sports champions is golfer Greg 
Norman. In 1971, Yvonne Cawley became the first Aboriginal tennis player to 
win the Wimbledon championship. She won it again in 1980. Pat Rafter won the 
1997 U. S. Open Tennis Championship. Aborigine Cathy Freeman won a silver 
medal in the 400 meter run at the 1996 Olympics. 

USTRALIAN 
PORT

42



 

 

FOODS 

Immigrants brought national dishes with them, and today, foods from 
many other countries are available: pasta from Italy, olives from Greece, curries 
from India, and kebabs from Turkey, Recently, traditional Aboriginal foods have 
become popular, too. 

In the outback, food is very simple. The traditional diet is damper and tea. 
Damper is flour and sugar mixed with water, cooked over an open fire. 

During the summer, many Australians cook on a barbecue pit. They call it 
a “Barbie”. The most popular barbecued foods are meats and seafood. 
Barbecued vegetables are popular, too. A barbecue on the beach, with turkey 
and all the trimmings, is a popular way to celebrate Christmas. 

USSIE 
Food 
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AUSSIE SLAN 
"Ow ta Speak Stine" 

WHAT WAS THAT AGAIN? 

Australians speak English just like you and me, but there are some words 
that Australians use that are very different. 

Americans Say Australians Say 

countryside bush 

good day or hello g'day 

sweater jumper 

candy lollies 

large ranch or farm station 

ketchup tomato sauce 

diaper nappy 

cotton candy fairy floss 

cookie biscuit 

barbecue pit Barbie 

44



 

 

AUSTRALIAMLIES 
ANGING COMIATS 

Australian hanging cork hats were traditionally worn by jackaroos - male 
station or ranch helpers and swagmen,[ helpers who rolled up and carried the 
bedding]. These hats were worn to keep the flies off their faces in the Australian 
outback. Now you can make your own. 

Materials: 

Old cloth or straw hat 

Hole punch 

Scissors 

Strings 

Corks 

Instructions: 

Using a hole punch, make several holes around the edge of the hat brim. 

Cut several pieces of string. 

Tie ends of strings around the corks. 

Then, tie the other ends of the strings to the hat. 
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EnchantedLearniu,: 

X-Ray Style Australian Aboriginal 
Art: An Art Activity for Students @Enchanted leamtng .corn 

A shark drawn in the X-Ray 
style  

In this activity, students will create a work of art in the X-Ray style of Australian Aboriginal Art. 

The X-Ray style of Australian Aboriginal art is a distinctive style that was developed thousands of 
years ago in Australia. Cave paintings of this typo have been found in Arnhem Rock, in northern 
Australia (east of Darwin). These paintings seem to depict the outline of the animal plus diagrams 
of the bones and some internal organs. 

Supplies: 

• Brown paper (cut a square from a large paper grocery bag or use brown 
construction paper) 

• Pencil 
• Pastels or tempera (use earth colors: deep red, black, white, brown, 

yellow, ochre, gray, etc.) 
• Brushes 

Instructions: 

In order to create a work of your own in this style, first think of what 
subject you would like to draw (fish, kangaroos, lizards, and people are 
traditional subjects). Decide what colors you want to use in your 
picture and how you want the lines within your picture to flow (you 
can accurately depict where the bones would be or draw the lines in 
any other fashion).   
Using a pencil. sketch an outline of your animal on the brown paper. When you're happy with the 
layout of your sketch. start adding the geometric lines within the picture. Finally, add the colors. 
Rows of dots are sometimes used in this style of painting to accentuate the lines or open areas in 
the painting. 

Decorate the background of your picture if you like. 

Give your work a title and sign it. You can even write or tell a story 
about the meaning of your picture. 

 
 

S 
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http://australia.ppst.com/index.html 

Free Presentations in PowerPoint format 
and Interactive Games and Activities 

Games about Australia 
Free Clipart  

Free Templates

 

11Welcome to Australia 
Geography 

Great Barrier Reef 

Uluru/Ayer's Rock 

Amazing Animals 

Customs/Icons/Emblems 

History of Australia 

Australian Aborigines 

Dreamtime Stories 

The Didgeridoo  

Early Explorers 

Convicts and Settlers 

Aussie Sian 

Flies/Cork Hanging Hats 

Sports in Australia  

Apiculture  

Science & Technology 

& Music of Australia 

Parliament & Democracy 

States, Territories, & Capital 
Cities  

Bushrangers

Australian Gold Rush &  
The Eureka Stockade 

Holidays/ Special Events 

Education, Schools & Student 
Wellbeing 
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2nd – 3rd Grade 

49



 

50



 
 
 
 

 
 
Overview: 
 

• Australia is the sixth largest country in the world. Australia is an island, 
surrounded by water. It is located on the smallest continent in the world 
between the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean.  

 
• Australia has the largest area of ocean jurisdiction of any country on earth. 

It has no land borders.  
 

• It has a population of 17.5 million people. 
 

• Geographic size: 2.97 million square miles. 
 

• It’s Capital is Canberra. 
 

• The desert outback covers most of the interior. It is too hot, dry and barren 
to support many people. 

 
•  Eastern Australia has large areas of grasslands, used primarily for sheep 

and cattle ranches.   
 
• Australia also has some mountainous areas and plateaus scattered 

throughout the country.  
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Geography: 

Australia is located in Oceania between the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific 
Ocean at 27°S 144°E27°S 144°E. It is the sixth largest country in the world 
with a total area of 7,686,850 square kilometers (2,967,909 sq. mi) (including 
Lord Howe Island and Macquarie Island), making it slightly smaller than the 
contiguous 48 states of the United States and 31.5 times larger than the United 
Kingdom. 
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Environment: 

 

 

Ayers Rock has been known as Uluru since it was returned to the Aboriginal 
owners, Anangu, in 1985. The Rock is situated in the North Territory 450 km 
west of Alice Springs in the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, which covers over 
132,000 ha.  

 

The Great Barrier Reef: 

Off the eastern coast of Queensland is the Great Barrier Reef, the largest coral 
reef on Earth. This warm, clear, shallow ocean habitat is over 1,000 miles long, 
and is home to many animals and plants, including corals, sea anemones, sea 
stars, fish (including sharks), sea slugs, giant clams, seaweed, and many other 
organisms. 
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The Great Barrier Reef is a site of remarkable variety and beauty on the north-
east coast of Australia. It contains the world's largest collection of coral reefs, 
with 400 types of coral, 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 types of mollusc. It also 
holds great scientific interest as the habitat of species such as the dugong ('sea 
cow') and the large green turtle, which are threatened with extinction. 

 

Oceans: 

To the east is the Pacific Ocean, to the west is the Indian Ocean, to the south is 
the Great Southern Ocean, and to the north are the Timor, Arafura, and Coral 
Seas. 

 

 

Adelaide: 

The state of South Australia (of which Adelaide is the capital city) was the only 
one in Australia founded purely by free settlers. These free settlers had strong 
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traditions of religion which they brought with them from their own countries, and 
particularly, the freedom to practice their own religion and form of worship: this 
was especially the case for the German settlers. Many large and beautiful 
churches were built in and around Adelaide, and still stand today. Seemingly on 
every corner, are houses of worship of all denominations. For this reason 
Adelaide is referred to as the City of Churches.  

 

 

 

The Sydney Opera House is located in Sydney, Australia on Bennelong Point 
surrounded by the Sydney harbor. Its roof is shaped like sails on a sail boat and 
is spherical. There are over 1000 rooms in the Sydney Opera House. 
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Monkey Mia is a coastal settlement located on the Peron Peninsula, near 
Denham , Shark Bay in the state of Western Australia. At Monkey Mia dolphins 
will eat out of your hand. 

 

 

Tasmanian Tiger is native to continental Australia, Tasmanian. Tasmanian Tiger 
is know  to have become extinct in the 20th century. The Tasmanian Tiger, the 
world's largest carnivorous marsupial once common throughout Australia and 
Papua New Guinea, is believed by many to have been hunted to extinction by 
the early European settlers of Tasmania, its last stronghold.  

 

 

Victoria is a state located in the southeastern corner of Australia. It is the 
smallest mainland state in area but the most densely populated and urbanized. 
Victoria is the second most populous Australian state, after New South Wales, 
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with an estimated population of 5,205,200 as of June 2007.[4] Melbourne is 
Victoria's capital and largest city, with more than 70% of all Victorians living 
there. 

 
 
 

Climate:  
• Australia is such a vast country (a continent, in fact!) and therefore it has a 

wide range of environments and climates. There are mountains, deserts, 
rainforests, beaches, lakes and bush land and each of these areas has 
their own unique climate.  

• So the question, ‘What’s the weather like in Australia?’ is a fairly useless 
one. Instead, it’s better to ask, ‘What’s the weather like in Melbourne?’ or 
‘what’s the weather like in Brisbane?’ because these are individual places 
with their own (more or less) predictable weather patterns.  

• Since Australia is in the southern hemisphere its seasons are reversed 
from all countries in the northern hemisphere including Europe, Asia and 
North America.  

• Summer is from December to February, autumn from March to May, 
winter from June to August and spring from September to November. 
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Natural Resources: 

Australia is the big winner in the resources boom that economies the world over 
are currently experiencing.  

The Australian mining industry has already exported more than $370 billion worth 
of metals, fuels and minerals during the past 20 years. But now that industry is 
witnessing the best days in its history. 

Minerals in Australia have had a tremendous impact on the country's human 
history and patterns of settlement. 

• The following are the most popular natural resources in Australia: 
• Aluminum 
• Alumina 
• Lead 
• Iron 
• Nickel 
• Gold 
• Silver 

 

• The continent is also well-known for its precious stones, particularly white 
and black opals from South Australia and western New South Wales. 
There are sapphires and topaz in Queensland and in the New England 
District of northeastern New South Wales. 
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Immigration/Migration 
 
Why immigrate to Australia? 
Many general and personal factors influence someone's decision to migrate.  
 
The economic opportunities for prosperity in Australia are an important reason to 
immigrate.  
 
The employment rate is high and prospects are promising in this enormous and 
rich country.  
Another attractive aspect is Australia's open society and the ease with which 
people communicate, both with each other and with newcomers. 
  
Many people migrate because they wish to escape their overcrowding and seek 
more rest, space and nature as well as a better future for their family.  
 
Other important factors why people choose Australia are it’s democracy, safety 
and the feeling of freedom. Australia is worth the challenge of migration!  
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Tourism: 

• Australia is a beautiful country that has many natural attractions and 
activities for people all ages. Wherever or however you travel in Australia, 
you can re-capture your sense of wonder and wisdom. 

 

• The diverse landscape of Australia, from tropical rainforests to the 
southern beaches, draws travelers to this vast country. Australia can be 
explored on foot, 4WD, or horseback and the coastal areas offer many 
surfing beaches and diving spots.  

Everyone travelling to Australia needs an approved travel document.  

• American citizens are required to have a valid U.S. passport to enter 
Australia. You can check out the U.S. State Department's Passport 
Services website. American citizens can also get passport applications at 
any federal or state courthouse or at a post office. You can also look for 
locations in the government listings of your phone book. You will need to 
pay a fee, and the passport will be valid for 10 years. To get your 
passport, you'll need to provide proof of citizenship (a birth certificate, a 
certificate of naturalization or a certificate of citizenship) as well as two 
photographs. 

• Americans must enter with an Australian visa or, if eligible, through Electronic 
Travel Authority (ETA). The ETA replaces a visa and allows a stay of up to three 
months. It may be obtained for a small service fee. Airlines and many travel 
agents in the United States are also able to apply for ETAs on behalf of travelers. 
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Government:  
 
Head of state: 
In practice, the role of head of state of Australia is divided between two people, 
the Queen of Australia (The monarchy of Australia is a form of government in 
which a hereditary monarch is the sovereign of Australia.)and the Governor-
General of Australia, who is appointed by the Queen on the advice of the Prime 
Minister of Australia. Though in many respects the Governor-General is the 
Queen's representative, and exercises various constitutional powers in her name, 
they are also independently vested with many important constitutional powers by 
the Constitution. 
 

    
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

The present monarch is Elizabeth II – officially styled Queen of Australia – who 
has reigned since 6 February 1952. She is represented for ceremonial purposes 
in Australia by the Governor-General, in accordance with the Australian 
Constitution and Letters Patent from the Queen.[4][5] In each of the states, the 
monarch is represented by a governor, appointed directly by the Queen on the 
advice of her respective state. The Governor-General of the Commonwealth 
of Australia is the representative in Australia of the monarch of Australia 
(currently Elizabeth II, Queen of Australia). 

The Australian monarch, besides reigning in Australia, separately serves as 
monarch for each of fifteen other Commonwealth countries known as 
Commonwealth realms. This developed from the former colonial relationship of 
these countries to Britain, but they are now independent and the monarchy of 
each is legally distinct. 
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QUENTIN BRYCE 

The current Governor-General and the first female to hold the role is Quentin 
Bryce.The Governor-General is supported by a staff headed by the Official 
Secretary to the Governor-General; the current Official Secretary is Stephen 
Brady 

He or she exercises the supreme executive power of the Commonwealth. The 
functions and roles of the Governor-General include appointing ambassadors, 
ministers and judges, giving Royal Assent to legislation, issuing writs for 
elections and bestowing honours. The Governor-General is President of the 
Federal Executive Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Defence 
Force.[1] All these things are done and all these posts are held under the authority 
of the Australian Constitution. Further, the Governor-General acts as vice-regal 
representative to the Australian Capital Territory. 

. 
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Economy: 
The Australian economy has been growing continuously for 15 years. The 
unemployment rate is enviably low at about 5 percent. The amount of public debt 
is negligible, and the budget is balanced. The figures are remarkable through and 
through, indeed almost too perfect: They entail a number of risks for Australia. 
 
Australia has a strong, modern economy. Its monetary unit is the Australian 
dollar. 
 
 
Currency: 

Australia was the first country in the world to have a complete system of bank 
notes made from plastic (polymer). These notes provide much greater security 
against counterfeiting. They also last four times as long as conventional paper 
(fibrous) notes. 

The innovative technology with which Australian bank notes are produced—
developed entirely in Australia—offers artists brilliant scope for the creation of 
images that reflect the history and natural environment of Australia. At the same 
time, the polymer notes are cleaner than paper notes and easily recyclable. 
Australia’s currency comprises coins of 5, 10, 20 and 50 cent and one and two 
dollar denominations; and notes of 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 dollar denominations. 
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National Symbols 

 

National Flag: 

The Australian National Flag is Australia’s foremost national symbol. It was first 
flown in 1901 and has become an expression of Australian identity and pride. 

The Australian National Flag flies over the federal and state parliaments. The flag 
is paraded by our defense forces and displayed around the country at sporting 
events and by service organizations, schools, community groups and private 
citizens. 

The Australian National Flag has three elements on a blue background: the 
Union Jack, the Commonwealth Star and the Southern Cross. 

The Union Jack in the upper left corner (or canton) acknowledges the history of 
British settlement. 

Below the Union Jack is a white Commonwealth or Federation star. It has seven 
points representing the unity of the six states and the territories of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. The star is also featured on the Commonwealth 
Coat of Arms. 

The Southern Cross is shown on the fly of the flag in white. This constellation of 
five stars can be seen only from the southern hemisphere and is a reminder of 
Australia’s geography. 
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National Anthem 

 

 

National Anthem: The Australian National Anthem, proclaimed in 1984, identifies 
Australia at home and overseas. It unites the nation and is a public expression of joy and 
pride in being Australian. The Australian National Anthem is used at important public 
ceremonies, sporting and community events.  

The Australian National Anthem is an important national symbol of Australia and should 
be used with respect and dignity. These protocols are to assist you when singing or using 
the Australian National Anthem. 

On all official and ceremonial occasions, the Australian National Anthem is used.  The 
Royal Anthem, ‘God Save The Queen’, is used in the presence of Her Majesty The 
Queen or a member of the Royal Family. 

When The Queen is in Australia the Royal Anthem is played at the beginning of an 
official engagement and the Australian National Anthem is played at the end.  On some 
occasions it may be appropriate to play both anthems at the beginning of the engagement.  

When the Australian National Anthem is played with the anthem of another nation the 
practice is to play the anthem of the visiting nation first. 

When the Australian National Anthem is played at a ceremony or public event it is 
customary to stand and be silent. 

Traditionally, only the first verse of the Australian National Anthem is used but both 
verses can be used. 

The Australian National Anthem should not be modified and alternative words should not 
be used. The two authorized verses of the Australian National Anthem were proclaimed 
in 1984. 
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National Flower 

 

Australia's national floral emblem is the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha 
Benth). When in flower, the golden wattle displays the national colors, green and 
gold. As one species of a large genus of flora growing across Australia, the 
golden wattle is a symbol of unity. 
 
Wattle is ideally suited to withstand Australia's droughts, winds and bushfires. 
The resilience of wattle represents the spirit of the Australian people. 
In recent times, the golden wattle has been used as a symbol of remembrance 
and reflection. On national days of mourning, for example, Australians are invited 
to wear a sprig of wattle. 
 
The golden wattle has been used in the design of Australian stamps and many 
awards in the Australian honors system. A single wattle flower is the emblem of 
the Order of Australia. 
 
History 
Indigenous peoples of Australia soaked the gum of the golden wattle in water 
and honey to produce a sweet, toffee-like substance. The tannin from the bark 
was known for its antiseptic properties. 
 
Colonial settlers cultivated the golden wattle using the bark in the tanning 
industry, the gum for glues and the blossom for its honey. 
 
The golden wattle was unofficially accepted as the national floral emblem to mark 
Federation in 1901. 
 
In 1912 the Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Andrew Fisher MP, suggested that the 

wattle be included as a decoration surrounding the Commonwealth Coat of Arms. 
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Ancient Heritage: 

 

 

In Ancient Australia (also called the Prehistory of Australia), the first people to 
live in Australia arrived between 42,000 and 48,000 years ago. They came from 
Asia and had dark skin and black hair. Most of them were hunter-gatherers 
(people who hunt animals and collect plants to eat) and nomadic. This meant that 
they walked around from place to place and did not make cities. 

There were two main types of people living in Australia - the Aborigines and the 
Torres Strait Islanders. Together they are called Indigenous Australians. The 
Torres Strait Islanders lived in the north-east and the Aborigines lived 
everywhere else. They lived in separate tribes and each tribe had its own 
language and traditions. They also thought that families were very important. 

Indigenous Australians, also known as Australian Aborigines, are the native 
people of Australia. They used weapons like boomerangs to kill animals for food. 
Many of them suffered when white people from Britain arrived in Australia, as 
laws made by the British were unfair to them. Aborigines have their own type of 
art. 

 

Indigenous Groups: 

History about Aboriginal Australians 

The first inhabitants of Australia were nomadic (wandering) people who reached 
the continent from southeast Asia. Scientists don't know exactly when they 
arrived but it is somewhere between 40,000 and 60,000 years ago.[1] When 
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Europeans settled in Australia in 1788, they called these native inhabitants 
“aboriginals”, meaning people who had lived there since the earliest times. Today 
there are about 160,000 aboriginals in Australia. Most live in cities, but a few 
thousand still try to follow a traditional way of life. They travel through the bush, 
hunting with spears and boomerangs (throwing sticks) and searching for food 
such as plants, grubs, and insects. They have few possessions and make 
everything they need from natural materials. This way of life does not change or 
harm the fragile environment of the Australia outback (the interior). The well-
being of the land, and its plants and animals are vital and sacred to the aboriginal 
people. 

 Dreamtime 

Aboriginal Australians believe that they have animal, plant, and human ancestors 
who created the world and everything in it. This process of creation is called 
Dreamtime. There are many songs and myths about Dreamtime, which 
generations of aboriginal people have passed down to their children. 

 

 Art 

Aboriginal art is mostly about dreamtime and is made as part of the ceremonies 
celebrating Dreamtime. Paintings of the people, spirits, and animals of 
Dreamtime cover sacred cliffs and rocks in tribal territories. The pictures are 
made in red and yellow ochre and white clay, and some are thousands of years 
old. 

 

Urban life 

The majority of aboriginal Australian live in cities and towns. Some have 
benefitted from government education and aid programs and have careers as 
teachers, doctors and lawyers. Many, though, are poor and isolated from white 
society. They have lost touch with traditional aboriginal tribal ways, and because 
they do not fit nearly into white Australian society, they cannot share its benefits. 
However, they revive interest in the tribal cultural of their ancestors. 

 

Boomerangs 

As well as the curved returning boomerang, aboriginal Australians use a straight, 
non-returning boomerang as a weapon for fighting and for hunting animals such 
as kangaroos. 

68



 

 Land claims 

When British settlers arrived in Australia, they seized sacred sites and other land 
which belonged to aboriginal people. With the help of aboriginal lawyer, 
aboriginal Australians campaigned to get the land back. In 1976, the Australian 
government agreed that aboriginal people have rights to their tribal territories, 
and some land was returned. 

Torres Strait Islanders are the indigenous people of the Torres Strait Islands, part 
of Queensland, Australia. They are culturally related to the coastal peoples of 
Papua New Guinea. They are regarded as being distinct from other Aboriginal 
peoples of the rest of Australia. There are also two Torres Strait Islander 
communities on the nearby coast of the mainland. 

 Population 

There are 6,000 Torres Strait Islanders who live in the area of the Torres Strait, 
and 42,000 others who live outside of this area, mostly in the north of 
Queensland, particularly in Townsville and Cairns. [1] 

Culture 

The indigenous people of the Torres Strait have a distinct culture which has slight 
variants on the different islands where they live. They are a sea-faring people, 
and engaged in trade with peoples of Papua New Guinea. The culture is 
complex, with some Australian elements, some Papuan elements, and some 
Austronesian elements, just like the languages. The Islanders seem to have 
been the dominant culture for many centuries, and neighbouring Aboriginal and 
Papuan cultures show some Island influence in religious ceremonies and the like. 
Archaeological, linguistic and folk history evidence suggests that the core of 
Island culture is Austronesian. Unlike the indigenous peoples of mainland 
Australia, the islanders were traditionally agriculturalists although they 
supplemented their food supplies through hunting and gathering. 
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Ancient Heritage 
 

 
 
ADJAHDURA 
People have questioned the use of the word Adjahdura instead of Narungga to 
describe the traditional owners and land of the Yorke Peninsula in South 
Australia. Historical documents support what traditional elders Irene Agius and 
Elaine Newchurch have told the filmmaker that the traditional name of the original 
Aboriginal people of Yorke Peninsula was Adjahdura. 
 
In early historical documents there are variations to the spelling of Adjahdura 
(Adjadura, Adjahdurah) but Irene Agius spells it "Adjahdura", which means "my - 
people". 
 
Irene tells this story; the word Narungga means "campsite". When other missions 
were closed down in other parts of the state and Aboriginal people were removed 
from their traditional lands and herded like cattle to Point Pearce – the old fellas 
(Adjahdura traditional elders) stopped telling their stories – and only told their 
stories to certain families – so not everyone got handed down the stories and 
cultural knowledge of their country. Black fellas were using the term Narungga 
(campsite) to describe the Aboriginal campsite people and white fellas started 
using the term Narungga and it stuck as the description of the Aboriginal people 
of the area. Traditional owners Irene Agius and Elaine Newchurch, who have 
cultural knowledge, say that they are Adjahdura. 
 
ADJAHDURA 
People have questioned the use of the word Adjahdura instead of Narungga to 
describe the traditional owners and land of the Yorke Peninsula in South 
Australia. Historical documents support what traditional elders Irene Agius and 
Elaine Newchurch have told the filmmaker that the traditional name of the original 
Aboriginal people of Yorke Peninsula was Adjahdura. 
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ABORIGINAL HERITAGE vs DEVELOPMENT 
In Australia, 100-year-old buildings get heritage-listed and protected. Yet 
Aboriginal heritage, Australia's ancient heritage, which is thousands of years old, 
doesn't receive the same protection.  
 
Quenten's family estimate that only five per cent of Adjahdura cultural sites 
remain intact - with most of these sites located along the coast. All over Yorke 
Peninsula, development is allowed to go ahead even though Aboriginal heritage 
is being destroyed. Quenten and his family are fighting to save what's left of their 
traditional sites. But it's not only about saving their heritage - it's about saving 
their culture.  
 
Quenten Agius..."We all have a responsibility to the country, to the plants, to the 
animals, and to the human - the blackfella who walks that country. And we 
wonder if development will ever stop destroying our country".  
 
Quenten Agius..."They can develop all this area here, they don't care nothing 
about my burial ground, they don't care nothing about me and nothing about my 
next generation and how they are gonna live. All they wanna do is build houses 
like over there".  
 
Quenten Agius... "For 40,000 years, our waterholes sustained life for my people. 
Our waterholes on our country have dreaming stories that connect to each other. 
When the white man came to the country, they stood over our waterholes and 
pushed our people away. And where you find waterholes is where you also find 
burials". 
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POINT PEARCE (Aboriginal community, Yorke Peninsula, South Australia) 
In the first 30 years of European settlement on Adjahdura land, 80% of traditional 
owners of this country were wiped out by introduced diseases and by the bullet. 
In 1867, Point Pearce was set up as an Aboriginal mission. Bad things are 
spoken about Aboriginal missions but for the traditional owners of this country, 
Point Pearce was crucial to their survival. Point Pearce was and still is a 
sanctuary for Aboriginal people. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, Aboriginal 
missions in other parts of the state were closed down by governments and whole 
groups of people were removed from their traditional lands and herded like cattle 
to Point Pearce. This tribal mix caused major problems and blackfellas are still 
suffering the consequences of this mass removal. Many descendants of the 
families who were removed from their traditional lands and relocated to Point 
Pearce have lost their connection to country and are struggling with their identity 
and traditional beliefs.  
 
Today on Adjahdura land, only a handful of traditional owners have the stories of 
their country and knowledge of their cultural sites. Quenten's family is one of 
those. 
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Explorers: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Captain Cook (1728-79) 
Captain Cook is arguably the most famous explorer of Australia. He was born in 
Marton, England and spent several years working for a shipbuilding firm before 
enlisting in the navy in 1755. 

Between 1756 and 1767 Cook set about charting the North Atlantic coastal 
waters off Newfoundland and Nova Scotia and the Saint Lawrence River. 

His first great voyage, to the South Pacific, began in 1768 whilst in command of 
the Endeavour. Tahiti was his destination and the purpose, to transport British 
astronomers to the island in order to observe the movement of the planet Venus 
across the sun in June 1769. 

 

 

Next he proceeded to New Zealand, where he took formal 
possession of areas from both the main islands and 
accurately charted 3860 km of coastline for the first time. 
During 1770 he discovered the east coast of Australia, 
which he charted and claimed for Great Britain under the 
name of New South Wales. 

Cook was promoted to the rank of commander when he 
returned to England in 1771. Captain Cook's second great 
expedition began in 1772 whilst in command of the 
Resolution. This time he was accompanied by another ship 
named the Adventure and the task ahead was to search for 
the legendary southern continent, named Terra Australis. At 
this time Africa was believed to be part of this continent. 

After sailing along the Antarctic ice block in the South Pacific, Cook crossed the 
Antarctic Circle on January 16th 1773. It is here that he found the Islands that 
were later named after him. He discovered New Caledonia and Niue along with 
other Pacific Islands in 1774 as he charted the New Hebrides, the Marquesas, 
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and the Easter Island. Cook returned to England in 1775, where he was made a 
member of the Royal Society and was also awarded the Copley medal for his 
scientific achievement. 

Cook always insisted that hygiene and diet were kept to the optimum, which 
resulted in minimal numbers of scurvy cases amongst the crew during the 
journey. The three-year exploration was recognized for this, plus the fact that he 
had proven that no Southern continent existed. All that was present was the 
Antarctic region. 

Captain James Cook's final journey was to North America in 1776, in search of a 
Northwest Passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. During his travels 
he visited the Mid-Pacific and discovered and charted the Hawaiian Islands in 
1778. Cook originally named the Hawaiian Islands the "Sandwich Islands" after 
his friend and supporter John Montague, the Fourth Earl of Sandwich. 

Cook's search for a Northwest Passage was unsuccessful and he was forced to 
go back due to ice in the Bering Strait. Cook finally moored in Kealakekua Bay on 
the Big Island of Hawaii's Kona Coast. Cook was initially welcomed and one 
month later he left Hawaii. However, the ship was forced to return one week later 
due to a damaged foremast. After returning, one of Cook's guards was killed and 
one of the ship's longboats was stolen. This resulted in a battle with some of the 
islanders. Cook met his death in the Hawaiian Islands during the battle. 

 
 
James Cook (October 27, 1728 - February 14, 1779) was a British explorer and 
astronomer who went on many expeditions to the Pacific Ocean, the Antarctic, 
the Arctic, and around the world.  

Cook's first journey lasted from August 26,1768 to July 13, 1771, when he sailed 
to Tahiti on the Endeavor in order to observe Venus as it passed between the 
Earth and the Sun (this is called the transit of Venus). He was also searching for 
a large, southern continent that was thought to exist (but does not). Many 
scientists accompanied him on the voyage, including the botanist Joseph Banks.  

During this expedition, he sailed from Plymouth, England, to Brazil, around Cape 
Horn (the southern tip of South America), and to Tahiti (April 11, 1769), where he 
stayed for months in order to observe the transit of Venus (in order to determine 
the distance from the Earth to the Sun). He then sailed to and named the Society 
Islands (named to honor the Royal Society, the organization that sponsored the 
trip).  

Cook sailed to New Zealand on October 6,1769, where he and his crew fought 
with the Maori (the earliest inhabitants of New Zealand) and mapped much of the 
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two major islands (the strait between these two islands is now named Cook 
Strait) and showed that is was not part of a larger southern continent.  

He then sailed to and mapped eastern and northern Australia (the Endeavor was 
stuck for a day on the Great Barrier Reef off northeastern Australia; the ship was 
damaged by coral and almost sank). They repaired the ship in northern 
Queensland, Australia (the site of Cooktown and the mouth of the Endeavor 
River), completing the repairs on August 6, 1770. Cook sailed through the strait 
between Australia and New Guinea, and reached Batavia, Java, in October, 
1770, where about 30 members of the crew died from malaria (a disease carried 
by mosquitoes). Cook replaced these crew members in South Africa.  

On July 13, 1771, the Endeavor returned to England after a journey of almost 
three years.  

Cook's second expedition (1772-1775) took him to Antarctica and to Easter 
Island on a voyage intended to show there was no large southern continent. 
Cook's two ships on this voyage were the Resolution and the Adventure. Again, 
many scientists accompanied him on the trip. A teen-aged George Vancouver 
was a midshipman.  

Cook left Plymouth, England, on July 13, 1772, and sailed to Cape Town, South 
Africa, and on to Bouvet Island, near Antarctica. He was the first person the 
cross the Antarctic circle. The two ships were separated in February, 1773, and 
met again in New Zealand in April, 1773. They then explored area north and east 
of New Zealand, including Tahiti and Tonga. The ships were again separated; 
Cook sailed south, reaching a record latitude 71 degrees and 10 minutes 
(roughly 1250 miles from the South Pole); the other ship returned to England 
(Captian Tobias Furneaux was the first to sail around the world from east to 
west). Cook then sailed from Cape Horn (the southernmost point of South 
America) to the Cape of Good Hope (the southernmost point of Africa) and back 
to England, arriving on July 29, 1775.  

Cook's last expedition (1776-1779) was a search for a Northwest Passage 
across northern North America to Asia - he searched from the Pacific Ocean side 
of the continent. Cook sailed from England on July 12, 1776, on the Resolution. 
Officers on the ship included George Vancouver and William Bligh (who would 
later be the captain of the Bounty and have his crew mutiny).  

Cook arrived at Capetown, South Africa, on October 18, 1776, and sailed to the 
Indian Ocean and on to New Zealand (in early 1777), the Cook Islands, and 
Tonga. Heading for Alaska, Cook sailed to and named the Christmas Islands 
(arriving on December 25, 1777, hence the name). He then sailed to and named 
the Sandwich Islands (named for the Earl of Sandwich, one of Cook's patrons). 
Cook searched for a Northwest Passage in Alaska, but was unsuccessful. He 
then returned to the Sandwich Islands.  
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Cook was killed by a mob on Feb. 14, 1779, on the Sandwich Islands (now called 
Hawaii). At the time, he was trying to take the local chief hostage to get the 
natives to return a stolen sailboat. The ship returned to England without Cook on 
October 4, 1780.  

Cook was the first ship's captain to stop the disease scurvy (now known to be 
caused by a lack of vitamin C) among sailors by providing them with fresh fruits. 
Before this, scurvy had killed or incapacitated many sailors on long trips.  

 

European Settlement 

British settlement  

On 13 May 1787, a fleet of 11 ships sailed from England. They reached Botany 
Bay on 18 January 1788 with 1,530 people, 736 of them convicts. Eight days 
later, the fleet left to establish a settlement at Port Jackson, a few kilometres 
north. The settlement grew to be Sydney, Australia’s biggest city.  

Exploration  

For many years, the rugged Blue Mountains blocked western expansion of the 
Sydney settlement but in 1813 the discovery of a passage over the mountains 
opened the way for inland exploration.  

Settlements were established in Hobart (Tasmania) in 1803, on the Brisbane 
River (Queensland) in 1824, on the Swan River (Western Australia) in 1829, on 
Port Phillip Bay (Victoria) in 1835 and on Gulf St Vincent (South Australia) in 
1836. Today, the capital cities of five States are on those sites.  

Population growth and economic expansion prompted the colonies to call for self-
government. On 1 January 1901 the six colonies joined in a federation of States 
to become the Commonwealth of Australia.  

European discovery and the colonization of Australia 
European mariners 
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Francesco Bartolozzi (1727-1815), Captn. James Cook, F.R.S, 1784, print: 
stipple engraving. Image courtesy of the National Library of Australia. 

The first records of European mariners sailing into 'Australian' waters occurs 
around 1606, and includes their observations of the land known as Terra 
Australis Incognita (unknown southern land). The first ship and crew to chart the 
Australian coast and meet with Aboriginal people was the Duyfken captained by 
Dutchman, Willem Janszoon. 

 

Between 1606 and 1770, an estimated 54 European ships from a range of 
nations made contact. Many of these were merchant ships from the Dutch East 
Indies Company and included the ships of Abel Tasman. Tasman charted parts 
of the north, west and south coasts of Australia which was then known as New 
Holland. 

In 1770, Englishman Lieutenant James Cook charted the Australian east coast in 
his ship HM Barque Endeavour. Cook claimed the east coast under instruction 
from King George III of England on 22 August 1770 at Possession Island, 
naming eastern Australia 'New South Wales'. The coast of Australia, featuring 
Tasmania as a separate island, was mapped in detail by the English mariners 
and navigators Bass and Flinders, and the French mariner, Baudin. A nearly 
completed map of the coastline was published by Flinders in 1814. 

This period of European exploration is reflected in the names of landmarks such 
as the Torres Strait, Arnhem Land, Dampier Sound, Tasmania, the Furneaux 
Islands, Cape Frecinyet and La Perouse. French expeditions between 1790 and 
the 1830s, led by D'Entrecasteaux, Baudin, and Furneaux, were recorded by the 
naturalists Labillardière and Péron 
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The First Fleet and a British colony 

 

John Allcot (1888-1973), The First Fleet in Sydney Cove, January 27, 1788, 
1938, art reproduction. Image courtesy of the National Library of Australia. 

Captain Arthur Phillip and the First Fleet, comprising 11 ships and around 1,350 
people, arrived at Botany Bay between 18 and 20 January 1788. However, this 
area was deemed to be unsuitable for settlement and they moved north to Port 
Jackson on 26 January 1788, landing at Camp Cove, known as 'cadi' to the 
Cadigal people. 

Governor Phillip carried instructions to establish the first British Colony in 
Australia. The First Fleet was under prepared for the task, and the soil around 
Sydney Cove was poor. The young colony relied upon both the development of 
farms around Parramatta, 25 kilometers upstream to the west, and also trading 
food with local Aboriginal clans. 

The Second Fleet's arrival in 1790 provided badly needed food and supplies; 
however the newly arrived convicts were too ill, with many near to death, to be 
useful to the colony. The Second Fleet became known as the 'Death Fleet' - 278 
of the convicts and crew died on the voyage to Australia, compared to only 48 on 
the First Fleet. 

The colony experienced many other difficulties, including the fact that there were 
many more men than women - around four men for every woman - which caused 
problems in the settlement for many years. 
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Modern Era-Commonwealth of Australia 

On 1 January 1901, the six colonies became a federation, and the 
Commonwealth of Australia was formed. Since Federation, Australia has 
maintained a stable liberal democratic political system and remains a 
Commonwealth realm. The population is just over 21.7 million, with 
approximately 60% concentrated in and around the mainland state capitals of 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, and Adelaide. The nation's capital city is 
Canberra, located in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT). 

MODERN ERA 

On January 1, 1901, the new Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed in 
Sydney. New Zealand joined the six other colonies of the Commonwealth of 
Australia: New South Wales in 1786; Tasmania, then Van Diemen's Land, in 
1825; Western Australia in 1829; South Australia in 1834; Victoria in 1851; and 
Queensland. The six former colonies, now refashioned as states united in a 
political federation that can best be described as a cross between the British and 
American political systems. Each state has its own legislative head of 
government, and courts, but the federal government is ruled by an elected prime 
minister, who is the leader of the party that wins the most seats in any general 
election. As is the case in the United States, Australia's federal government 
consists of a bicameral legislature—a 72-member Senate and a 145-member 
House of Representatives. However, there are some important differences 
between the Australian and American systems of government. For one thing, 
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there is no separation of legislative and executive powers in Australia. For 
another, if the governing party loses a "vote of confidence" in the Australian 
legislature, the prime minister is obliged to call a general election. 

King George V of England was on hand to formally open the new federal 
parliament at Melbourne (the national capital was moved in 1927 to a planned 
city called Canberra, which was designed by American architect Walter Burley 
Griffin). That same year, 1901, saw the passage by the new Australian 
parliament of the restrictive immigration law that effectively barred most Asians 
and other "colored" people from entering the country and ensured that Australia 
would remain predominantly white for the next 72 years. Ironically, despite its 
discriminatory immigration policy, Australia proved to be progressive in at least 
one important regard: women were granted the vote in 1902, a full 18 years 
before their sisters in the United States. Similarly, Australia's organized labor 
movement took advantage of its ethnic solidarity and a shortage of workers to 
press for and win a range of social welfare benefits several decades before 
workers in England, Europe, or North America. To this day, organized labor is a 
powerful force in Australian society, far more so than is the case in the United 
States. 

In the beginning, Australians mainly looked west to London for commerce, 
defense, political, and cultural guidance. This was inevitable given that the 
majority of immigrants continued to come from Britain; Australian society has 
always had a distinctly British flavor. With Britain's decline as a world power in 
the years following World War I, Australia drew ever closer to the United States. 
As Pacific-rim neighbors with a common cultural ancestry, it was inevitable that 
trade between Australia and the United States would expand as transportation 
technology improved. Despite ongoing squabbles over tariffs and foreign policy 
matters, American books, magazines, movies, cars, and other consumer goods 
began to flood the Australian market in the 1920s. To the dismay of Australian 
nationalists, one spinoff of this trend was an acceleration of the "Americanization 
of Australia." This process was slowed only somewhat by the hardships of the 
Great Depression of the 1930s, when unemployment soared in both countries. It 
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accelerated again when Britain granted former colonies such as Australia and 
Canada full control over their own external affairs in 1937 and Washington and 
Canberra moved to establish formal diplomatic relations. 

As a member of the British Commonwealth, Australia and America became 
wartime allies after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Most Australians felt 
that with Great Britain reeling, America offered the only hope of fending off 
Japanese invasion. Australia became the main American supply base in the 
Pacific war, and about one million American G.I.s were stationed there or visited 
the country in the years 1942 to 1945. As a nation considered vital to U.S. 
defense, Australia was also included in the lend-lease program, which made 
available vast quantities of American supplies with the condition that they be 
returned after the war. Washington policymakers envisioned that this wartime aid 
to Australia also would pay huge dividends through increased trade between the 
two countries. The strategy worked; relations between the two nations were 
never closer. By 1944, the United States enjoyed a huge balance of payments 
surplus with Australia. Almost 40 percent of that country's imports came from the 
United States, while just 25 percent of exports went to the United States. With 
the end of the war in the Pacific, however, old antagonisms resurfaced. A primary 
cause of friction was trade; Australia clung to its imperial past by resisting 
American pressure for an end to the discriminatory tariff policies that favored its 
traditional Commonwealth trading partners. Nonetheless, the war changed the 
country in some fundamental and profound ways. For one, Australia was no 
longer content to allow Britain to dictate its foreign policy. Thus when the 
establishment of the United Nations was discussed at the San Francisco 
Conference in 1945, Australia rejected its former role as a small power and 
insisted on "middle power" status. 

In recognition of this new reality, Washington and Canberra established full 
diplomatic relations in 1946 by exchanging ambassadors. Meanwhile, at home 
Australians began coming to grips with their new place in the post-war world. A 
heated political debate erupted over the future direction of the country and the 
extent to which foreign corporations should be allowed to invest in the Australian 
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economy. While a vocal segment of public opinion expressed fear of becoming 
too closely aligned with the United States, the onset of the Cold War dictated 
otherwise. Australia had a vested interest in becoming a partner in American 
efforts to stem the spread of communism in Southeast Asia, which lies just off the 
country's northern doorstep. As a result, in September 1951 Australia joined the 
United States and New Zealand in the ANZUS defense treaty. Three years later, 
in September 1954, the same nations became partners with Britain, France, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, and Thailand in the Southeast Asia Treaty 
Organization (SEATO), a mutual defense organization which endured until 1975. 

From the mid-1960s onward, both of Australia's major political parties, Labor and 
Liberal, have supported an end to discriminatory immigration policies. Changes 
to these policies have had the effect of turning Australia into something of a 
Eurasian melting pot; 32 percent of immigrants now come from less-developed 
Asian countries. In addition, many former residents of neighboring Hong Kong 
relocated to Australia along with their families and their wealth in anticipation of 
the 1997 reversion of the British Crown colony to Chinese control. 

It comes as no surprise that demographic diversification has brought with it 
changes in Australia's economy and traditional patterns of international trade. An 
ever-increasing percentage of this commerce is with the booming Pacific-rim 
nations such as Japan, China, and Korea. The United States still ranks as 
Australia's second largest trading partner— although Australia no longer ranks 
among America's top 25 trading partners. Even so, Australian American relations 
remain friendly, and American culture exerts a profound impact on life Down 
Under. 
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National Heroes 

 

The Australian National heroes are an integral part of Australia's history and 
culture and they represent the nation's identity. Some of the Famous National 
heroes of Australia are Daniel Henry Deniehy, Ned Kelly, Henry Lawson, “Banjo” 
Paterson and Jack Lang.  

Daniel Henry Deniehy - Born on 16 August 1828 in Sydney, Daniel Henry 
Deniehy was a thorough republican patriot who led his life in accordance with his 
own principles. His major goals in life which he worked hard to achieve were: 

A genuine people's democracy  

•  Make land available to the average citizen  

•  Keep Australia free from Asianisation  

•  Promote Australianism against imperialism 

On 15 August, 1853 Daniel Deniehy made his first appearance “on the public 
stage” where he opposed William Wentworth's draft New South Wales 
Constitution, and spoke in favour of a widespread democracy.  
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In 1857, Deniehy was elected to the NSW Legislative Assembly. During his 
tenure he aimed to make land available to the working class. Also, in order to 
advocate greater democracy, he helped establish the New South Wales Electoral 
Reform League. While the policies of the Reform League became generally 
accepted, several undemocratic features remained.  

Deniehy set up his own newspaper ‘ the Southern Cross' , after being defeated in 
the electoral contests. His paper aimed to assess public affairs, promote national 
sentiment, and work toward the federation of the colonies. However due to 
financial constraints his newspaper closed down on 11, August 1860.  

Daniel Henry Deniehy died in Bathurst, 22 October, 1865.  

In these times when there is fear of Australia losing its national identity by threats 
of foreign exploitation, Daniel Henry Deniehy remains an inspiration for 
Australian nationalists. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Ned Kelly- Known as an Outlaw and folk hero, Ned Kelly had his first encounter 
with the law at the tender age of 14years when he was charged with beating up a 
Chinese man. Ned was victimized by the police who proposed to shoot him 
without a trail which compelled him to become an outlaw. The account of the 
police harassment directed against Ned and his family and his consequent 
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evasion of police arrest for years which turned him into a local folk hero has 
become common knowledge.  

Ned Kelly's real date of birth is not known. On 11 November 1880 Ned was hung 
to death and this date remains an unforgettable day in the minds of Australians. It 
is the rebellious spirit of people like Ned Kelly which is a source of inspiration for 
Australian nationalists to fight against the traitors of the nation.  
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Henry Lawson- Born on 17 June, 1867 on the Grenfell goldfields, Henry Lawson 
was one of the most renowned Australian writers whose poetry and short stories 
are widely read even today. His works sketch the progress of Australia's national 
unity.  

Lawson's works also mirror his political ideologies which were:  

•  The promotion of a republic  

•  The belief in a European Australia  

•  The desire for social justice.  

These three major strands frequently appear in his writings. He wrote of a future 
where it was necessary to have revolutionary changes in order to attain freedom 
from the imperialist exploitation and power.  

Until his death on 2 September 1922, Lawson continued his vast literary work. 
Revered as "The people's poet” and "the real voice of Australia", he was the first 
writer in Australia who was granted a state funeral. While his works continue to 
be an integral part of Australia's national identity and culture, Henry Lawson 
remains an inspiration to Australian nationalists in their fight against the anti-
Australian Establishment.  
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“Banjo” Paterson- Also known as Bush Poet and Nationalist Patriot, Andrew 
Barton Paterson is famous for his poetry and stories which are admired even 
today. His writings are considered the best works of Australia's national culture 
which is said to evoke a strong affinity with the Australian community.  

Born on 17 February 1864 in New South Wales near Orange, Paterson used the 
pseudo name of ‘The Banjo' to write for his magazines. He was an all rounder 
both in his studies as well as in sports. He had a deep affinity with horses and his 
alias too was derived from the name of the race horse his family owned.  

Paterson's great sense of Australianism is reflected in many of his popular works 
like Clancy of the Overflow, Mulga Bill's Bicycle, The Road to Gundagai and The 
Geebung Polo Club. In the unfortunate Boer War, he became a war 
correspondent. He joined the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) subsequent to the 
outbreak of the First World War in 1914. He rose to the rank of major and in 1919 
returned to Australia. His writings on the war had an essence of the sacrifices 
made by the Australian forces.  

Many of Paterson's work capture beautifully the stark yet dazzling beauty of 
Australia and his concern over Asianisation is reflected in both his poetry and 
prose. He also wrote a warning for Australia's future lest personal freedom and 
independence is lost.  

Andrew Barton Paterson died on 5th February, 1941 and left behind a timeless 
literary legacy of Australia and its culture and identity. His works remain an 
inspiration for other Australian national heroes or nationalist in their struggle 
against anti-Australian multiculturalists.  
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Jack Lang- John Thomas Land, born in 21 December 1876, was an Australian 
nationalist and one of the pioneers in independent Australia.  

Also known as "the Big Fella", John Lang was an important figure in New South 
Wales and Federal government and politics since 1913, the year in which he was 
elected as a Political Labor party member to the NSW Legislative Assembly. In 
the general election of 1949, he was defeated as an independent member of the 
House of Representatives.  

His first term as Treasurer in the NSW Labor government of 1920-21 and later as 
Premier and Treasurer of the State (twice - 1925-27 & 1930-32) brought about 
several significant innovations such as widows' pensions, child endowment, and 
increased workers' compensation rates among others.  

Lang died on 27 September 1975. He defended the sovereignty of the Australian 
people and remains an inspiration to many Australian nationalists in their future 
struggles. 
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Merging of Cultures: 

Being able to merge or acquire two different cultures is an art that can greatly 
enhance your ability to survive and thrive in an environment of constant change. 

Living in Australia 

The following information has been provided to help you begin to understand 
Australian customs and culture 

  

Multicultural Australia 
Australia is a multicultural country and bound by laws to accept the cultures of all 
people from anywhere in the world.   

Ethics and Equality 
Australia accepts children, women and men as equal.  Under Australian law all 
citizens are equal.  

Politeness 

In Australia, particularly when living in a private home, remember that a 
courteous and considerate attitude is always appreciated.  It is important to smile 
and say “please” when you ask for something and “thank you” when you receive 
it. 

89



Shared values 

The defining feature of today’s Australia is not only the cultural diversity of its 
people, but the extent to which they are united by an overriding and unifying 
commitment to Australia. 

Within the framework of Australia’s laws, all Australians have the right to express 
their culture and beliefs and to participate freely in Australia’s national life. 

At the same time, everyone is expected to uphold the principles and shared 
values that support Australia’s way of life. These include: 

• respect for equal worth, dignity and freedom of the individual  
• freedom of speech and association  
• freedom of religion and a secular government  
• support for parliamentary democracy and the rule of law  
• equality under the law  
• equality of men and women  
• equality of opportunity  
• peacefulness  
• a spirit of egalitarianism that embraces tolerance, mutual respect, and 

compassion for those in need. Australia also holds firmly to the belief that 
no one should be disadvantaged on the basis of their country of birth, 
cultural heritage, language, gender or religious belief.  

An egalitarian society 

In most practical ways, Australia is an egalitarian society. This does not mean 
that everyone is the same or that everybody has equal wealth or property. 

But it does mean that there are no formal or entrenched class distinctions in Australian 
society, as there are in some other countries. It also means that with hard work and 
commitment, people without high-level connections or influential patrons can realize 
their ambitions. 

Currently Ethnic groups in Australia are as follows 92% white, 7% Asian, 1% Aboriginal 
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Discovery activities on weather: 
http://www.schools.ash.org.au/paa2/deliver/content.asp?pid=696 

There are many weather-concept related activities for the classroom that are lots 
of fun and very useful, especially when there is limited access to computers or 
the internet for students. This page will link to useful ideas and resources for 
teachers. 

Wicked4kids Australia  
"An interactive site for Aussie kids featuring games, jokes and riddles, quizzes, 
and more. "  

Zoom School: Australia  
Find information on Australia's animal, folk music, stories, art, and more.  
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National Symbols-Flag: 
Australian Flag Description: 
The Australian flag has a dark royal blue base with a depiction of the British Union Jack in the upper left 
quarter. The Australian flag has a large white seven pointed star (the star of federation) under the middle of 
the Union Jack. The right half of the Australian flag consists of a constellation (the Southern Cross 
constellation) with one small white five pointed star and four larger white seven pointed stars that are equal 
in size. 
Australian Flag Meaning: 
The Union Jack depicts the first colonization of Australia by Europe was by the British, as Australia was a 
British penal colony. The seven pointed Star of Federation represents each of Australia's six states, one 
additional point represents Australia's territories. The Southern Cross is a constellation of stars that can be 
seen from all of Australia's states and territories. 
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Australian Flag History: 
The Australian national flag was first flown in 1901 after Australia had become a nation. Australia's current 
flag was last changed on May 22, 1909. Throughout Australia's first 50 years the flag had two versions, the 
first having the same design but with a red background. On Apr. 14, 1954 the "Blue Ensign" flag finally 
became Australia's official flag. The blue based Australian flag was adopted over the red design due to the 
fact that red represented communism. 
Interesting Australian Flag Facts: 
Australia's national flag is one of only two in the world that has a seven pointed star on it. The only other is 
the flag of Jordan. There has been huge debate in Australia over changing the flag, especially when it 
comes to removing the Union Jack. However, nothing has come of it yet. In 1998 legislation was passed that 
stated that the Australian flag can only be changed if the public approves. A competition to design Australia's 
flag was held in the late 1800's and prize money was awarded to the winner. There were 32,823 entries, and 
six of them were remarkably similar. The national flag was designed based on those entries and the six 
contestants split the prize money of 150 pounds. The inclusion of the Union Jack on the flag was mandatory. 
 

 

National Flower: Australia's national floral emblem is the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha Benth.). 

When in flower, the golden wattle displays the national colours, green and gold. 

As one species of a large genus of flora growing across Australia, the golden wattle is a symbol of unity. 

Wattle is ideally suited to withstand Australia's droughts, winds and bushfires. The resilience of wattle 
represents the spirit of the Australian people. 

In recent times, the golden wattle has been used as a symbol of remembrance and reflection. On national 
days of mourning, for example, Australians are invited to wear a sprig of wattle. 

The golden wattle has been used in the design of Australian stamps and many awards in the Australian 
honours system. A single wattle flower is the emblem of the Order of Australia. 
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National Anthem: The Australian National Anthem, proclaimed in 1984, identifies 
Australia at home and overseas. It unites the nation and is a public expression of joy and 
pride in being Australian. The Australian National Anthem is used at important public 
ceremonies, sporting and community events.  

The Australian National Anthem is an important national symbol of Australia and should 
be used with respect and dignity. These protocols are to assist you when singing or using 
the Australian National Anthem. 

On all official and ceremonial occasions, the Australian National Anthem is used.  The 
Royal Anthem, ‘God Save The Queen’, is used in the presence of Her Majesty The 
Queen or a member of the Royal Family. 

When The Queen is in Australia the Royal Anthem is played at the beginning of an 
official engagement and the Australian National Anthem is played at the end.  On some 
occasions it may be appropriate to play both anthems at the beginning of the engagement.  

When the Australian National Anthem is played with the anthem of another nation the 
practice is to play the anthem of the visiting nation first. 

When the Australian National Anthem is played at a ceremony or public event it is 
customary to stand and be silent. 

Traditionally, only the first verse of the Australian National Anthem is used but both 
verses can be used. 

The Australian National Anthem should not be modified and alternative words should not 
be used. The two authorized verses of the Australian National Anthem were proclaimed 
in 1984. 
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Australia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th – 5th Grade 
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I.  Snapshot/Overview of Australia 
 
Australia is the smallest continent, but 
the country is almost as big the United 
States.  It has an area of 3 million 
square miles.  Half of the country is an 
outback and is flat and very dry. The 
Capital of Australia is Canberra.   
The country has six states and each has 
a different territory.  Australia has an 
island named Tasmania, and its capital 
is Hobart.  Australia is known as a 
tourist attraction for its desert 
landscapes, coastal planes, tropical 
areas, and metropolitan areas.  The 
outback is great for hunting or site 
seeing of wildlife.  Most of the people 
live around the coastal areas of the 
country.   The photos show different 
landscapes of Australia.   
 
 
 
Great Barrier Reef 

 
Dunk Island, a tropical rainforest, is 
great for vacation. 
 
 

 
Dunk Island 
 
El Questro Wilderness Park 
Kimberley Region of Western 
Australia 
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Australia is home to a variety of wild life 
animals.  It has all kinds of rare species 
like the dingoes, emus, and 
cassowaries.    The dingoes are doglike 
creatures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dingoes are found in Tasmania, 
Australia.  They are domestic dogs that 
went wild.  The dingo by nature is a 
house dog, so it is not a pack dog like 
the wolves.  They do sometimes live in a 
group of four and hunt in a small group. 

 
The emu is a large flightless bird.  It has 
long, thick, and drooping feathers.  It 
lays eggs like the ostrich and the 
cassowary.  It has long legs with three 
toes.  It runs very fast like the ostrich. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cassowary like the ostrich is a large 
bird that does not fly.  It has feathers 
that look like coarse hair and short legs.  
It has a helmet on its blue skin head.  
The cassowary lays three to six pale  
green eggs. The young are light yellow 
brown with stripes. The habitat of the 
bird is in the rainforest of Queensland.  
It eats fruit, marsupials, and birds. 
 
Australia’s Mammals 
Australia has unique mammals.  A 
mammal is an animal that feeds their 
young milk.  There are three species of 
mammals that lay eggs and they are 
found in Australia.  They are the duck-
billed platypus, echidna (Zaglossus / 
short nose), and echidna 
(Tachyglossus / long nose).  
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The platypus is found in eastern 
Australia.  It lives in burrows on the 
edges of rivers banks and freshwater 
lakes.  It looks like a beaver with a duck 
bill.  The platypus and the echidna are 
the only two mammals that lay eggs 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The echidna's body is covered with 
sharp spines and short coarse hair for 
protection.  It has a pointy snout and a 
long sticky tongue to catch ants and 
termites.  It has sharp claws for digging.  
The echidna is a mammal that lays 
eggs.   
 
Australia’s Marsupials 
The country is known for its marsupials 
which include the wallaroos, kangaroos, 
wallabies, koalas, wombats, and 
possums.  A marsupial is an animal 
that has a pouch to carry their young.    

 

The red kangaroo is the largest animal 
in the world.  Its habitat is in central and 
western Australia.  It can be seen at the 
Great Dividing Range of Australia.  It 
stays away from the wetter regions. 
The male Kangaroo is reddish to 
reddish brown in color and is called 
Euro.  The adult male kangaroo weighs 
about 188 pounds.  They are bigger  
than the females.  The female is bluish 
grey in color and it has velvety hair.  
kangaroos vary in color according to the 
region.   
 
The kangaroo has strong powerful hind 
legs that are like springs and big feet to 
help them hop.  The tail is very long and 
is used to help keep the body balanced 
when they hop. They hop as high as 10 
feet and as far as 30 feet long in one 
bounce.  They hop as fast as 44 miles 
per hour.  A baby kangaroo is called a 
Joey.  It stays in the pouch up to eight 
months and suckles milk up to twelve 
months.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wallaroo is a member of the 
kangaroo family.  In eastern Australia, it 
is called the Common wallaroo and it is 
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grey in color.  It has a bare muzzle, 
large ears and two strong hind legs.  
The wallaroos are quite and are solitary 
animals.   The infant born is called a 
Joey. The male is twice the weight and 
size than the female.  The wallaroo lives 
in caves, under rock slops, or under 
rocks.  It thumps its feet, hiss, and 
cough to warn others of danger.  The 
wallaroo is 55-110 cm from head to 
body and the tail is 53-93 cm. 
 
 
 

 
 
The wallaby is a member of the 
kangaroo family, but it is much smaller.  
The wallaby is about 12 to 41 inches 
tall.  The tail is 10 to 29 inches long. The 
wallaby can weigh about 4 to 53 pounds 
and grow as big as 6 feet. 
The wallaby lives in different habitats.  
Some live in shrub areas, brush areas, 
and rock areas.  The wallaby is 
herbivorous that means it eats plants 
and herbs.  It lives for about 9 years.  
 
 
 
 

The koala is found in southeastern 
Australia. The koala is not a bear.   It is 
a marsupial and a mammal.  It has a 
pouch, and it feeds their Joey milk.  The 
koalas only eat eucalypt leaves. 
 
 
 

 
The Eastern Pygmy Possum is a 
nocturnal marsupial.  Nocturnal means 
active at night.  It sleeps by day and 
hunts by night.  It lives in a tree hole or 
in a nest made of shredded bark. 
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The wombat is a marsupial and 
herbivorous.  It lives in a burrow and has 
sharp claws for digging.  It has sharp 
teeth and a chisel like incisors in each 
jaw.   
 
 
Australia’s Birds 
Australia has beautiful birds like the 
rainbow lorikeet, cockatoos, and 
honeyeaters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The rainbow lorikeet is found in north –
eastern Australia.  It has a variety of  
 
 

 
beautiful colors such as:  emerald 
green, orange, dark blue, light blue, red, 
bright yellow, purple, violet, and light 
green.  This parrot‟s habitat ranges from 
rainforest, heathland, coastal, inland, 
and urban areas.  Its life span is about 
20 years.  The lorikeet feeds on flowers, 
pollen, nectar, blossoms, fruit, and 
berries.  It lives in large flocks of at least 
20 in a group. 

 
 
The sulpher crested cockatoo is found 
all over Australia.   All cockatoo species 
are white with yellow.  It has yellow 
feathers on the crest (head), ears, tail 
and under feathers.  The cockatoo lives 
on trees.  The cockatoo feeds on seeds, 
grains, nuts, fruit flowers, berries, 
insects, and larvae.  When it comes time 
to breeding, both male and female 
cockatoos build the nest.  The female 
cockatoo lays 2 to 3 eggs. Both parents 
take turn in incubating the eggs.  It takes 
30 days to hatch and then the bird will 
fly within 70 days. 
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Australia’s Reptiles 
Australia has a variety of reptiles: 
crocodiles, lizards, snakes, turtles, and 
tortoises.   

 
Thorny Devil is found throughout 
Australia‟s sandy deserts.  It feeds only 
on ants, especially the black ants.  It can 
eat 600 to 3000 ants in one meal. 
 

 
The salt water crocodile is found along 
the northern coast and inland, and in 
Rockhampton on to Queensland.  It is 
also found in Capricorn Coast on to 
Broome in Western Australia.  The 
habitat of the crocodile is in rivers that 
meet the sea.  The crocodile can live in 
the sea or in freshwater swamps and 

billabongs.  The salt water croc is the 
largest reptile in the world.  It has a wide 
short snout with sharp teeth.  Its body 
has bony scales and the color is grayish 
brown to brown and yellow sides.  The 
short snout and teeth are very strong 
and are use to hole the prey and drown 
it.  The young croc eats fish, turtles, 
birds, reptiles, and mammals.  The adult 
croc can eat cattle, wallabies, dingoes, 
and people.  The breeding is during wet 
season.   The female croc lays 40 to 60 
eggs.  The eggs hatch in 3 months.  The 
salt water crocodile can live up to 100 
years. 
 

 
The western swamp tortoise is found in 
Western Australia.  It is an endangered 
species.  There are only 300 left in 
Australia.  The Perth Zoo in Western 
Australia breeds and releases them in 
the following locations:  Ellen Brooks 
Nature Reserve, Twin Swamps Nature 
Reserve, Mogumber Nature Reserve 
and Harry Waring Marsupial Reserve.   
The tortoise spends 6 to 9 months 
buried in soil and leaves.  The tortoise 
comes out in the winter rainy season.  
The tortoise hunts in shallow water and 
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on the edges of swamps.  It feeds on 
tadpoles, insect larvae, field shrimps, 
and worms.  The swamp tortoise is the 
smallest Australian tortoise.  Its color is 
brown on top and yellowish on the 
bottom.  It breeds in the summer time 
and lays 3 to 5 eggs.  It hatches 6 
months later.  The Swamp tortoise 
matures within 10 to 15 years and lives 
for 40 to 50 year.  

 
Australia’s Sea Mammals   
Australia has a variety of sea mammals 
like dugongs, whales, seals, and sharks. 
 

 
The dugong also known as the “Seacow” is 
a mammal.   It is found in the coastal of 
Northern Australia.  The dugong is an 
aquatic mammal that has lungs.  It needs to 
come up for air to breath.  The dugong 
gives birth to babies.  It does not lay eggs 
like most fish. It gives birth to one calf every 
3 to 7 years.  The dugong habitat is in the 
shallow waters of the coast.   It swims very 
slow by moving its tail up and down and use 
their two flippers. It is called the “seacow” 
because they graze on seagrass.  The 
Dugong‟s predators are the saltwater 
crocodiles, sharks, and killer whales.  The 

dugong is a protected species and can only 
be hunted by the traditional Aborigines. The  
seacow is close to extinction.  In 1991, the 
account for seacow was as follows:  
Northern Australia had 70,000, Torres 
Straits had 12,500 and the northern Great 
Barrier Reef had 1,700 seacows.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The southern right whale is found in the 
southern shores of Australia. It is also 
known as the „black right whale‟.  A 
whale is a mammal and it breathes air. 
The southern right whale is black on top 
and has a white patch on its belly.  It 
has a large head with 2 blow holes and 
does not have a fin on top.   The whale 
has a large boney barnacle on its head 
called a „bonnet‟.   The whale has small 
barnacles around his eyes and jaws.  It 
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has a flipper on each front side and a 
fluke at the end of the tail. 
The whale puts its head under the water 
and picks up the fluke and so that the 
wind will help it sail away.  The southern 
right whale measures about 15 to 17 
meters long and weighs up to 100 
metric tons.  It eats 2 ton of plankton-
copepod (a microscopic sea creature) or 
krill.  It takes 1 year to give birth to a calf 
and gives birth every 3 years.  The calf 
drinks 100 liters of milk daily for 1 year. 
 

The great white shark is found all over 
the world:  North and South America, 
Africa, Japan, China, Russian, and New 
Zealand.  This shark is found all around  
the coastline of Australia.  It has a 
torpedo shape body with scales that are 
like glasspaper.  It has gill slits on each 
side.  The great white shark does not 
have a bone skeleton, but a cartilage 
skeleton.  The shark needs to always be 
swimming to prevent from sinking.  It 
has about 3,000 triangle shape teeth.  If 
it loses a tooth, it is replaced by another 
one.   Sharks are predators they eat 
other young sharks, fishes, sea lions, 
seals, turtles, small whales and humans. 
      
 
 

 
 

II. Environment and Geography 
 
a. Environment and Geography 
Australia is located south of Asia, and 
the Indian Ocean is to the west, and the 
Pacific Ocean is to the east.  Australia 
consists of three basic geographic 
regions that take up the whole continent.  
The continent of Australia is divided into 
six states.  The states and its capitals 
are as follows: Brisbane, Queensland; 
Sydney, New South Wales; Melbourne, 
Victoria; Adelaide, South Australia; 
Darwin, Northern Australia, and Perth, 
Western Australia.  Canberra is the 
Capital of Australia.  Australia‟s 
environment is greatly different in every 
geographic region.  The photos will 
demonstrate the environment, climate, 
and geographic region of each state. 
 
The East Region which is the state of 
Queensland consists of an environment 
that includes highland territory 
(mountain range territory), and beautiful 
flat, sandy beaches.  The Great Dividing 
Range is a mountain range that divides 
eastern Queensland from the western 
part of the state. The mountains are 
2,000 to 5,000 feet high.  The western 
part is dry plains.  The northeastern 
coast of Queensland is a tropical terrain.  
The environment is a rainforest that has 
palm trees, laurels, and native plants 
with flowers. The world‟s largest coral 
reefs are found near the coast of 
Queensland. They are called Great 
Barrier Reef.  The East region is a well 
developed metropolitan.   
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Eastern Region / Queensland 

 
Gold Coast Beach in Queensland, 
Australia is a popular tourist location. It 
is a metropolitan area.    
 

 
Brisbane is the capital of Queensland, 
Australia and it sits along the banks of 
the Brisbane River.   
 

 

Glass House Mountain, Southeastern 
Queensland 

 
 

 
Coastal plain of Northeastern 
Queensland and the Barron River  
 
 
New South Wales has an environment 
of woodland and rain forest territory.  In 
this area you well find the same plants 
and the Eucalyptus trees.  The 
southeast region has tall  
mountains.  The Australian Alps are in 
this area.  Mount Kosciusko is the tallest 
mountain which is 7,310 feet above sea 
level. 
 
New South Wales 
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Sydney Opera House. 
 

The City of Sydney, New South Wales 
is the largest city in Australia. 
 
 

 
Nowra, New South Wales 
Coastal Landscape 
 

 
Blue Mountains, New South Wales 
The Three Sisters 
 

 
Hunter River at New South Wales 
Cattle Crossing 
 
 
Victoria, Australia 
Victoria is the second smallest state in 
Australia.  The City of Melbourne is the 
second largest city in Australia.  Also, it 
is second largest in population.  Victoria 
is much like New South Wales because 
they are located in the same eastern 
region.  The environment in Melbourne 
consists of a metropolitan, coastal 
landscape, and desert.   
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This bridge extends across the Yarra 
River in Melbourne, Victoria. 
 

 
Port Campbell National Park at 
southwestern Victoria 

The Twelve Apostles Sea Stacks  
 
 

 
The Great Victoria Desert 
 
The Central Region is the Northern 
Territory and South Australia. The 

environment in this area is an outback to 
the south and a coastal to the north. The 
Northern Territory geography borders to 
the Timor Sea and Arafura Sea on the 
north side.  To the South is the Simpson 
Desert.  The city of Darwin is the capital 
of Northern Territory and only one 
percent of the people live there.   
 
 
 
 
 
Northern Territory 

 
Darwin, Australia 
 

 
MacDonnell Ranges 
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Kakadu National Park 
Rock outcrops at Ubirr Rock 
 

 
The Simpson Desert 
 
South Australia is mostly a dry region 
with very little plant life and few people 
live there.  The state of South Australia 
connects with The Great Victoria Desert 
on the north side and borders with 
Western Australia.  The northeast area 
is a territory of natural springs. The 
Great Artesian Basin is the world‟s 
largest region for underground spring 
water.  Most of the people live by the 
coast in the city of Adelaide.  The 
Murray River is their source of water.  
 
 

 
Adelaide is the capital of South 
Australia which includes the Torrens 
River. 
 
 
 
South Australia Outback 

 
Strzelecki Desert, northeastern South 
Australia 
. 
 

 
Eucalyptus Trees 
Flinders Ranges National Park 
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Harvesting grapes 
Barossa Valley, South Australia. 
 

 
Central South Austalia 
Lake Torrens is a salt lake and it dries 
up during the hot season.   
 
 
The West Region is the state of West 
Australia.  In this region we have the 
Great Sandy Desert.  The environment 
in this area is covered with desert shrub 
and grasses. The center of Western 
Australia is a Desert.  This place is not 
suitable for living.  The people live close 
to the coast in the City of Perth. 

 

 
The Swan River Estuary in Perth, 
Western Australia 
 
 

 
This is the Gibson Desert. 

 
b. Climate 
The east regions are tropical areas 
because it receives rainfall very 
frequently. Queensland (Brisbane) has 
a warm, damp, tropical climate. It is 
known as the Sunshine State.  New 
South Wales and Victoria have a moist 
climate, mild winters and warm 
summers in the coast area.  In the 
inland area it has a climate of dry, mild 
winters, and hot summers. 
New South Wales has a moist climate, 
with mild winters and warm summers. 
The inland area is dry, with mild winters 

111



and hot summers. 
 
Northern Territory (Darwin) is an 
outback and the climate varies.  In the 
northern part of this territory, closest to 
the coast is hot and has dry and wet 
seasons.  The southern part of this 
territory is hot and dry.   
South Australia has a dry climate, it is 
cool in the winter, and warm in the 
summer. 
Western Australia is a desert territory.    
The climate in the northern region is 
warm throughout the year.  The climate 
in the Southwest region is cool and 
warm during the winter.  During the 
summer the climate varies from warm 
breezy, or hot and dry windy days.   
 
c. Natural Resources 
The Country of Australia has an 
abundance of natural resources that 
includes the following: bauxite, coal, 
copper, diamonds iron ore, gold, lead, 
mineral sands, natural gas, nickel, 
petroleum, silver, tin, tungsten, uranium, 
and zinc.  

Individual State Natural Resources 
Queensland's natural resources are 
coal, copper, silver, zinc, and lead. 
New South Wales natural resources 
are silver, lead, and zinc. 
Victoria's natural resources are mineral 
which include coal, oil, and natural gas. 
Northern Territory natural resources 
are bauxite, gold, manganese, zinc, 
lead, uranium, silver, oil, and natural 
gas.  South Australia natural resources 
are as follows:  mining in copper, iron, 
oil, salt, mineral gypsum, natural gas 
and opals.  Western Australia natural 

resources are minerals, gold, diamonds, 
nickel, iron, coal, tin, uranium, bauxite, 
pearls, oil and natural gas.  
 
 
d. Immigration / Migration 
Australia like United States has 
descendants of settlers that came from 
Europe.  In the 1800s they mainly came 
from the British Empire.  In the 1900‟s 
many settlers were coming from other  
parts of Europe.  Some settlers came 
from South Asia, Vietnam, Turkey, 
Lebanon, Thais, China, and Indonesia.   
In 1901 the Australian government 
passed a policy that stated “nonwhite 
immigrants could not enter the country.”  
The racial discrimination policy was 
changed in 1973. Today, Australia like 
United States has people from all over 
the world living there.  In Australia 85 
percent of the people live in the city.   
 
The state of Queensland has a 
population of 3.5 million people and a 
small percentage is native Australians.  
They are called Aboriginals.  Most of the 
people of Queensland came from 
Europe, South Asia, and Vietnam.  
About 40 percent of the population of 
Queensland lives in Brisbane.  
New South Wales’ population consists 
of 2 percent Aboriginals.  Most of the 
population are British or of European 
ancestors.  Other ethnic groups that live 
in this area include Turks, Lebanese, 
Thais, Chinese, Vietnamese, and 
Indonesians.  Victoria’s population is 5 
million and most of the people came 
from Great Britain.  Some came from 
European and Asian settlers.  A quarter 
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of Victoria‟s population was born outside 
of Australia and a small percent are 
native people. 
  
South Australia’s population is 1.5 
million and most of the people can trace 
their roots to British and other European 
ancestors.  The Aboriginals make up  
only 2 percent of the population.  Three 
quarters of the population lives in 
Adelaide and the rest live in the nearby 
cities.  Northern Territory has a  
population of 200,000 and half of the 
people live in the City of Darwin and 
others live in the City of Alice Springs.  
Most of the people have European roots 
and only one quarter of the population is 
Aboriginals.  Western Australia’s has a 
population of 2 million and only 3 
percent makes up the Aboriginals.  Most 
of the people have British, Irish, and 
other European ancestors.  A small 
percent of the people have Asian roots. 
  
Current Population as of (2008 est.) 
for the major cities is as follows:  
Sydney, 4,250,100  
Melbourne, 3,610,800 
Brisbane, 1,545,700 
Perth, 1,375,200;  
Adelaide, 1,087,600.  
Capital of Australia:  Canberra, 327,700, 
Australia‟s total population is 
20,600,856. 
http://www.factmonster.com 
 
 
e. Tourism 
Brisbane has beautiful Botanic Gardens 
along the river banks and in Mount 
Coot-tha on the west side of the city.  

You can take a tour to the hill country, 
the Great Barrier Reef and to the 
tropical rainforest.  It also has a state 
museum, theater, library, art centers, 
outdoor Aboriginal art, and two art 
galleries. 
  

 
Great Barrier Reef   
 
 

 
Bedarra Island 
 
 
Sydney famous Opera House is a main 
attraction to tourist.  It has beautiful  
parks, an art gallery, a museum and the 
Library of New South Wales.  Other fun 
tourist attractions include surfing, 
sailing, and swimming clubs, boat  
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houses, marinas, naval training base, 
and 40 different beaches.   

 
Newcastle, N.S.W. 
 
 

 
Sydney Opera House 
 
 
Canberra’s interesting tourist locations: 
Capital Hill where the Parliament House 
is, High Courts of Australia, National 
Gallery, National Library, and National 
Capital Exhibition.  Other interesting 
places include the Australian War 
Memorial, Mount Stromlo Observatory, 
Australian National University, and the 
research institutes. 
Melbourne‟s tourist attractions are the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, art centers, 
National Gallery of Victoria, and 
International Art Museum.  The 
Melbourne Museum is the oldest 

museum.  It teaches about the natural 
world and about the Bunjilaka Aboriginal 
cultural and their history.  Melbourne is 
known as the city of sports.  They host 
tennis tournament, cricket games, and 
concerts at the Rod Laver Arena. 
 
 

 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
 
 
Adelaide tourist attraction is much like 
Brisbane.  It has museums, art galleries 
and botanical gardens.  The following 
are tourist attractions:  Tandanya 
National Aboriginal Cultural Institute, 
South Australian Museum, Adelaide 
Festival Center, and Art Gallery of South 
Australia 
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River Boat Tour on the Murray 
 
Northern Territory 
Darwin interesting places for tourist is 
national parks and nature reserves.  
Ayers Rock Resort is the most popular 
tourist attraction.   Ayers Rock, also 
known as Uluru is a monolith.  It is said 
to be one of the largest in the world.  It 
is about 348 meters high and it has 
circumference of 9.4 kilometers.  The 
dome is made of arkosic sandstone. 
 

 
Voyages Ayers Rock Resort 
 
 

 
Ayers Rock, also known as Uluru 
 

 
 
The Olgas, also known as the Kata 
Tjuta, are a group of domes.  The name 
was given by the Aboriginal people and 
it means “many heads”.  The tallest 
dome is about 546 meters high. 
 
Western Australia Region 
Perth tourist attractions are the park 
lands, river, playgrounds, and floral 
gardens. The Kings Park and Botanical 
Gardens are another big attraction.   
The visitors can learn about Western 
area native plants. A tourist attraction is 
the Western Australian Museum, and 
the Art Gallery of Western Australia.  
The art gallery displays the Aboriginals 
artifacts and art.  The visitors can learn 
about the people and their culture. 
 

 
Limestone Pinnacles 
Nambung National Park 
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Wave Rock  
 
A popular tourist attraction in 
Southwestern Australia is this rock wave 
made of natural granite. 
 
 
III.  Country   

a.  Government 

In the 1800s, the early settlements were 
separate colonies and were governed 
by the explorer that founded the colony 
under Great Britain with a British 
Monarch Government. For example, 
Captain Arthur Philip arrived and settled 
in the bay that he named Sydney Cove, 
and he governed it.  As time passed, the 
separate colonies each had an elected 
assembly. 
 
In 1901, the six colonies (New South 
Wales, Tasmania, Western Australia, 
South Australia, Victoria, and 
Queensland) formed a federation, and 

they became states.  They are now 
known as the Commonwealth of 
Australia.  The states of Australia have a 
government that is a Democracy with a 
British Monarch.  A Monarch is a sole 
and absolute ruler of a state or nation 
like a king, queen, or emperor.  The 
Executive Powers of the Commonwealth 
represents the British Sovereign.  A 
Sovereign is someone who has power 
or authority like a queen or a supreme 
ruler.  The British Monarch has a 
cabinet that is overseen by the Prime 
Minister.  The Parliament consists of two 
houses, the Senate has 76 members, 
and the House of Representative has 
150 members.  The federal and state 
powers are like that of the United 
States.  
 
The commonwealth has a National 
Parliament and Six State Parliaments.  
The Commonwealth of Australia has a 
constitution that incorporated British 
Parliamentary Government System and 
United States Federal Government 
System.   
 
b. Economy 
Australia has a very strong and wealthy 
economy; it generates $766.8 billion and 
has a per capita of $37,500.  The people 
of Australia have a high standard of 
living. It has a literacy rate of 99%. It has 
4.4% unemployment, 3% inflation, and 
4% growth rate.  The country is 
advanced in technology and it has a 
high service sector demand.  Australia‟s 
agriculture industry includes: wheat, 
barley, sugarcane, potatoes, rice, 
grapes, apples, and other fruits.  The 
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Livestock industry includes:  cattle, 
sheep, pigs, and poultry. The 
manufacturing industry includes: 
transport equipment, food processing, 
metal products,  
machinery, textiles, chemicals, and 
steel.  
  
The Mining industry includes: coal, 
iron ore, bauxite, gold, alumina, zinc, 
lead, copper, and tin.  The country has 
about 120 million sheep and it is the 
world‟s wool producer.  The export 
economic growth is about $139.4 billion.  
The prosperous economy is made up of 
natural resources 50% and 
manufacturing, mining, and construction 
25%.  Australia trades with China, 
Japan, United States, Singapore, and 
Germany.  The country imports $152.7 
billion in office machines, parts, 
machinery and transport equipment, 
computers, telecommunication 
equipment, petroleum products, and 
crude oil. 
 
Brisbane’s economy consists of 
services that include:  retail trade, 
restaurants, government, banking, and  
tourism.  The manufactory industry 
produces beverages, foods, electronics, 
computer parts, communication 
equipment, and medical products.  It 
has a petroleum refinery and a port that 
is used for cargo exports. 
Sydney’s economy is depended on it 
commercial waterfront port.  It consist of 
railroad yards, power stations, tanks for 
oil storage, brickwork factories, cargo 
sheds, slaughterhouses, fish markets, 
and a naval dockyard.  It has about 

7,000 manufactories that produce foods, 
paper, chemicals, and transport 
equipment.  Sydney has 200 financial 
institutes making it the financial capital 
of Australia. 
 
Canberra’s economy consists of 
government-business sector, tourism, 
technology industries, biotechnology, 
telecommunications, and information 
technology. 
Melbourne’s economy is consists of 
banking, health care, tourism, and 
manufacturing.  It produces computers, 
automobiles, aircraft parts, clothing, and 
textiles.  Port Phillip Bay is a major 
cargo shipping port. 
Adelaide’s economy is depended on 
its natural resources such as copper,  
iron, oil, and natural gas.  The oil is 
processed and used to manufacture 
products such as automobile parts, 
cement, machinery, textiles, and 
chemicals.  Adelaide also has services  
that include health care, banking, trade, 
and tourism.  
Darwin’s economy is dependent on 
governmental service, mining 
operations, shipping ports, cattle, 
uranium ore, and pearls. 
Perth‟s economy consists of offices 
services, banking, health care, and 
tourism.  It does not include farming and 
manufacturing.     
  
C.  National Symbols 
The Golden Wattle is Australia's national 
floral emblem.  Australia‟s colors are 
green and gold.  Its flower is very 
resilient to Australia‟s climate; therefore, 
it represents the spirit of the people and 
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unity.  On national day of mourning, the 
people wear the flower as a symbol of 
remembrance and reflection.  The flower 
is used in stamps and awards.  A single 
flower is the emblem to represent the 
order of Australia.   
   

 
Golden wattle 
Photo:  Royal Botanic Gardens, NSW.  
 
 
Australia uses the following medals as 
symbols of bravery. 
 

 
Australian Cross of Valour 

Australian Bravery Decorations were 
established in February, 1975 and are 
used to recognize act of bravery of 
members of the community. The Cross 
of Valour is the highest award.  It is a 

gold, straight, armed cross with rays 
between the arms. It is has the Crown of 
St. Edward and a shield. 

 

 
Star of Courage 

The Star of Courage is the second 
highest award.  It is a silver, ribbed star 
that has seven points with the Crown of 
St. Edward.  

 
The Bravery Medal 

The Bravery Medal is the third highest 
award and it has a circular bronze 
medal with the Crown of St. Edward and 
the shield.  

National Gemstone 
The Opal is Australia‟s National 
Gemstone.  The indigenous people 
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claim that the opal was created when a 
rainbow touched the earth.  The Opal is  
known to the Aboriginal as the fire of the 
desert. 
 

  
Boulder opal from Quilpie      
 
 

 
Opal from Lightning Ridge, NSW.  
 
 
Commonwealth Coat of Arms 

 
1912 Commonwealth Coat of Arms 
 
The shield has the symbols of each 
state and the border represents 
freedom.  The kangaroo and emu are 

native animals that do not walk 
backwards.  It represents a nation that is  
moving forward. The Commonwealth 
Coat of Arms signifies Commonwealth 
authority and ownership. It is used by  
Australian Government, agencies, 
statutory and non-statutory authorities, 
the Parliament and Commonwealth 
Courts and tribunals. 
 
The National Anthem of Australia 
‘Advance Australia Fair’ 
 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/555
7/anthem.html 
 
The Governor- General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, Sir Ninian 
Martin Stephen declared the song 
„Advance Australia Fair‟ as the National 
Anthem on April 19, 1984.  The National 
Anthem was composed by Peter Dodds 
McCornmick (1834-1916).The Queen‟s 
Royal Anthem is 'God Save The Queen' 
and is used in her presence or a 
member of the Royal Family only. 

 
Flag of Australia 
 
The Australian flag was first flown in 
1901 and it flies over the federal and 
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state parliaments.  The flag expresses 
Australia‟s identity and pride.  The 
Australian flag has a blue background 
with three elements, which are the 
Union Jack, the Commonwealth Star, 
and the Southern Cross. 
   
The Union Jack is at the left upper 
corner and it represents the history of 
the British settlement.  The 
Commonwealth or Federation Star is 
below the Union Jack.  It has seven 
points and it represents the six states 
and the territories of the Commonwealth 
of Australia. The Constellation of the 
Southern Cross is in white.  The 
constellation of the five stars is a 
reminder of Australia‟s geography.  
Since, this constellation can only be 
seen from the southern hemisphere.     
 
 

 
Flag of Queensland 
 
Symbol:  A blue Maltese Cross and 
Crown on a silver background. 
 
 

 
Flag of New South Wales 
 
Symbol: The Cross of St. George with a 
golden lion and four eight point stars on 
a silver background.  The lion is on 
three paws and one paw is up in the air, 
and the tail is curved up.   
 

 
Flag of Victoria 
 
Symbol:  The Constellation of the 
Southern Cross and the Imperial Crown 
in a blue background.  The Southern 
Cross has five stars one star has eight 
points, two stars have seven points, one 
star has six points and one has five 
points.    
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Flag of Northern Territory 
 
Symbol:  The Golden Wattle flower has 
white petals and a black center and to 
the left on a black background is the   
Constellation of the Southern Cross. 
 

 
Flag of South Australia 
 
Symbol:  The Australian Piping Shrike 
is perched on a twisted band and is on a 
gold background. 
 
 
 

 
Flag of Western Australia 
 
Symbol:  A black swan swimming to the 
left on a gold background. 
 
 

 
Australian Aboriginal Flag 

 
Symbol:  The Aboriginal flag is black on 
the top half and red on the bottom half 
of the flag. The color black symbolizes 
the Indigenous people. The red color 
symbolizes the earth and it has a 
ceremonial significance. The yellow 
circle in the center represents the sun. 
The flag was first flown on July 12, 1971 
at the Victoria Square in the city of 
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Adelaide.  In 1972, it was flown at the 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra.  
 
The flag is flown during NAIDOC Week 
to promote understanding of Indigenous 
peoples and culture.  It is also flown on 
May 27 for National Reconciliation 
Week to recognize the anniversary of 
the 1967 Referendum.  It removed the 
Constitution clauses that discriminated 
against Aboriginal people.  The flag is 
flown on June 3 to recall the anniversary 
of the High Court decision in the Eddie 
Mabo Iand rights case of 1962.  
 

 
Flag of Tasmania 
 
Symbol:  A red lion walking to the right 
side and three paws are on the ground 
and one is up in the air.  The lion is on a 
silver background.  
 
 
IV.  HISTORY AND POLITICS 
 
a.  Ancient Heritage 
The Native people of Australia were the 
Aboriginals.  It is said that they came 
from Southeast Asia 40, 000 years ago.  
 

 The Dutch, Portuguese, and Spanish 
arrived in the 17th Century around the 
year of 1606. Most of the people of 
Australia are of European descendents.  
The British arrived in 1688.    
  
b.  Indigenous Groups – Aboriginal 
and  Torres Strait Islanders 
The Aboriginals and Torres Straits lived 
in Australia for 100,000 year before the 
Europeans arrived.  In 1770, there were 
500 tribes, and the population was 
300,000.  All of the tribes spoke a 
different language. Aboriginal tribes 
were hunters and gatherers and, they  
moved from one place to other to find 
food and water.  They lived in a cave or 
in a small shelter that was made from 
branches, bark, and animal skins.  The 
men hunted for animals, and the women 
gathered eatable plants, eggs, and other 
source of food.  Their way of living has 
not changed much.  Their culture is still 
dependent on wood, bone, stone tools, 
and stone weapons. 
   
The Europeans forced the Aboriginal 
people to change their way of living.  
They learned to live from the crops they 
planted and harvested, and the farm 
animals.   Many Aborigines do all kinds 
of labor work, but they are not educated 
and are poor.   In today‟s Aboriginal 
society, a member is accepted only if 
the individual‟s culture and life style truly 
reflects the culture of the original 
Aboriginals. 
 

122



 
 
c.  Explorers 
During the 17th century the Dutch, 
Portuguese, and Spanish countries 
were exploring Australia.  Explorers 
from Portuguese and Spain arrived in 
Australia by the 1500s.  Manuel 
Godhino de Eredia, a Portuguese, 
sighted Australia in 1601.  A Spaniard 
named Luis vaez de Torres sighted The 
Dutch, and English arrived in Australia 
by 1600s.  Dirck Hartog, a Dutch, 
discovered the west coast.  Abel 
Tasman sailed along the southern tip of 
Tasmania.  They named it New Holland 
in 1644, but did not settle there. 
 
William Dampier 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An English pirate that became an 
explorer by the name of William 

Dampier arrived in the west coast twice 
in the 1600s. The British arrived in 1688, 
but it was not until the 1770s that it was 
possessed.   
 
Captain James Cook 

 

 
Captain James Cook explored and 
claimed the southeastern coast for 
Great Britain before the 1770s.  Captain 
James Cook named it New South 
Wales.    Eighteen years later, the fleet 
of Captain Arthur Philip landed in 
Sydney on January 26, 1788 and 
claimed it.  Today, Australians celebrate 
„Australia Day‟ on January 26.  It was 
Matthew Flinders who named the 
continent Australia.   
 
d.  European Settlement  
The first settlers were criminals from 
Great Britain.  The English government 
exiled the prisoners to live in Australia 
and established as a penal colony 
because the British prisons were 
overcrowded.  A penal colony is a place 
where criminals live.  Captain Arthur 
Phillip‟s fleet consisted of 11 ships 
caring 200 marines, some free settlers, 
and 700 convicts.  The cargo included 
food and farm animals.  It took eight 
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months to arrive in Australia.  They 
arrived in January, 1788 and settled in a 
bay that they named Sydney Cove. 
Captain Phillip became the governor of 
the colony.  The settlers and convicts 
struggled to survive because they were 
not used to the climate.  They worked 
together to clear land and establish 
farms.  The settlement grew during the 
1800s as more convicts and settlers 
came from other countries.  It is said 
that about 161,000 English convicts 
were transported until the program was 
suspended in 1839.   
 
The gold rush in 1851 brought more 
settlers and other colonies were 
established.  The new immigrants fought 
the Aborigines and almost wiped out the 
population.  The new settlers 
established the following colonies:   
New South Wales in the year 1786, 
Tasmania in the year 1825  
(Island not a state) 
Western Australia in the year 1829, 
South Australia in the year 1834, 
Victoria in the year 1851, and  
Queensland in the year 1859. 
 
e.  Modern Era – Commonwealth of    
Australia  
When Australia became independent 
from Great Britain, they established the 
Northern Territory in 1978 and Canberra 
in 1989. Canberra is the Capital 
Territory of Australia and it is not a state.  
The Northern Territory and Canberra 
are self-governing territories; this 
means, they do not share the same 
rights as the other original state.   
Australia is known for the following  

liberal legislation:  free education, 
protected trade unionism, the secret 
ballot, women‟s suffrage, maternity 
allowances, sickness pensions, and old-
age pensions.   
 
In 1915, Australia fought alongside with 
Great Britain during World War I.  In the 
battle of Gallipoli, many Australians 
died.  In 1939, Australia fought 
alongside with the United States during 
World War II and established close 
political ties.  Australia went to war 
alongside with the United States and 
Great Britain in 2003 against Iraq.  
Prime Minister Howard made the 
decision and sent 2000 Australian 
troops.  A British Monarch is still the 
head of state in Australia.  Some 
Australians wanted to have a president 
as head of state instead of a British 
Monarch.    The people of Australia 
voted in 1999 against a complete 
separation from Great Britain.  Today, 
Australia is independent of Great Britain, 
but still has close ties.   Australia kept 
the Parliamentary Government System 
and incorporated the United States 
Federal Government System.   
       
The most important government 
officials: 
Sovereign: Queen Elizabeth II (1952) 
Governor-General:  Quentin Bryce 
(2009) 
Prime Minister: Howard (2004) (4 terms)  
Prime Minister:  Kevin M. Rudd (2009) 
Attorney General:  Robert McClelland 
Ambassador to US:  Dennis Richardson 
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f.  National Heroes 
 

 
Daniel Henry Deniehy 
 
Australian‟s National Heroes are an 
integral part of their history, culture and 
identity.  Daniel H. Deniehy was born on 
August 16, 1828 in the town of Sydney.  
He was a Lawyer, a politician and a 
novelette.  He was a republican patriot 
with strong principles and beliefs for the 
common good of the people.  He was 
elected to the New South Wales 
Legislative Assembly in August 15, 
1853.  He   accomplished the following 
goals for the people of Australia: 
● A people‟s democracy 
●Land available for the average citizen 
●Keeping Australians free from  
  asianisation 
●He was against imperialism 
 
He set up his own newspaper company 
„the Southern Cross‟ to assess and 
promote national sentiment in public 
affairs as an advocate for the people of 
Sydney.  He worked on the federation of 
the colonies.  Deniehy died on October 
22, 1865. 
 

 

 
Edward Ned Kelly 
 
Ned Kelly and his family came to be 
known as outlaw heroes.   
 
Ned Kelly was born in June 1855 in 
Beveridge, Victoria.  Ned and his family 
were in the cattle business.  He was a 
bushranger.  When his father died in 
December 27, 1866 Ned left school. The 
family moved to Eleven Mile Creek in 
Northern Victoria.  Ned Kelly and his 
brothers James, and Dan had been 
arrested and imprisoned several times 
for stealing horses, and cattle.  Ned and 
his brothers became outlaws.   
 
They robbed at least two banks.  Ned 
killed a policeman and the constables 
that were looking to arrest them.  Ned 
and his brothers went into hiding in the 
desert.  The policeman went looking for 
the Kelly boys at their home.  The family 
said they didn‟t know where they were.  
The police didn‟t believe the family.  The 
policeman arrested Mrs. Ellen Kelly 
(mohter), William Skillion (son-in-law), 
and William Williamson (the neighbour) 
for aiding and abetting criminals.   
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The Kelly family saw themselves as 
victims of harressment from the police. 
Since the police  was always arresting 
them for one reason or another.  The 
police sometimes didn‟t have the 
acutual evidence, but  only suspecion.  
The police posted a $2000 reward and 
black tracers from Queensland were 
looking for the boys.  Ned and his 
brother came out of hiding.   
 
They came to a hotel owned by Ann 
Jones and took it over.  They plan to 
wrecked a train that would pass throught 
there.  They let go of some of the people 
that were in the hotel.  The borthers 
drank alcohol and did not have good 
judgement.  The police shot at the hotel 
all night long and set it on fire. They 
killed just about every one in there 
except Ned.  Ned Kelly was captured 
and went to court at Melbourne in 
October 28-29 1880.  He was found 
quilty of the murders and was hunged 
on November 11, 1880.      
 
It is said that his last word were „Ah well, 
I suppose it has come to this‟  another 
version says „Such is life‟.  Joe Byrne 
was shot to death inside the hotel.  Dan 
Kelly and Steve Hart took a posion while 
the hotel was on fire and were burned. 
John Jones the son of the hotel keepper 
was shot and killed.  The people of 
Australia viewed the Kelly family as 
heros.  Because the arrests of Mrs. 
Kelly, and her son-in-law, and the 
neighbores was viewed by the 
Australian‟s as unjust.  They did not 
approve of the way the police 
department handled the outlaws, the 

shotout and setting the hotel on fire.  
Laws were reformed to ensure the 
citizens of Australia protection from 
asiannation.    
 

 
Henry Lawson 
 
Henry Lawson was born in June 17, 
1867 in Grenfell Goldfields, New South 
Wales.  When Lawson was a child, he 
had an ear infection that left him 
practically deaf. He attended a catholic 
school where Mr. Kevan, his English 
teacher, taught him to read poetry.   He 
read Dickens and Marryat writings.  
Henry read a lot because he could not 
go to school.  He learned by reading 
books.  His mother, Louisa, was a 
writer.  She edited the women‟s paper 
called „Dawn‟.  Louisa took part in the 
Women‟s movement.  She was a great 
influence on Henry becoming a writer 
and poet.  She published his first story.   
 
Henry married Bertha Bredt, Jr. and had 
two children.  They had a son named 
Joseph and a daughter named Bertha.  
Henry had a taught life because of his 
deafness.  He could not keep a job for 
very long.  He got depressed and began 
to drink.  He became an alcoholic.  
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Henry‟s writing was about his life 
experiences.  He wrote about the 
outback, politics, and his marriage.   
Henry Lawson wrote about his political 
views: 
●The Promotion of a republic. 
●The belief in a European Australia 
●The desire for social justice. 
 
He received recognition from other well 
known writers, but Henry was never 
satisfied with his work.  He died on 
September 2, 1922 and the state of 
Australia gave him a state funeral.  
Henry became a renowned writer and 
his poetry and short stories are still read 
today.  His writings were so inspiring to 
Australians that he is known as “The 
People‟s Poet” and “The Real Voice of 
Australia”.    
 
e.  Merging of Cultures 
Australia‟s society contemporary and 
traditional is reflected through its art and 
culture.   The Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders have a different way of 
culture beliefs, practices and traditions, 
and spoke different languages.  The 
traditional art in Australia is inspired by 
the Indigenous inhabitants.  The modern 
Australian art and culture is inspirited by 
Anglo-Celtic Australians, the 
Aboriginals, and migrant cultures.  It is 
reflected in theater performance, music 
and dance. Australia‟s merged culture is 
reflected in literature and cinema.   
 
Today, Australia‟s entertainment 
promotes both contemporary and 
traditional cultures through business like 
the Australian Chamber Orchestra, 

Sydney Opera House, Circus Oz, 
Banarra Dance Theatre, and Aboriginal 
Islander Dance.    Some famous 
composers of Australia that have 
created music masterpieces that reflect 
both cultures are Larry Sitsky, Peter 
Scullthorpe, Percy Grainger, Richard 
Mealle, and Ross Edwards.   The 
didgeridoo is a wooden instrument that 
is used by the Aboriginal people.  This 
wooden instrument is now used in 
modern music by other performers. 
 
Australia‟s pop and rock music reflects 
the Aboriginal music.  Some of the 
musicians and their groups are The 
Whitlams, Savage Garden, INXs, and 
Kylie Minogue and AC/DC.   Australian 
mix cultures is greatly appreciated and 
recognized through literature.  Patrick 
White was awarded Nobel Prize for 
literature.  Some other writers are Helen 
Garner, Elizabeth Jolly, David Malout, 
Archie Weller, and Tim Winton.  
Australia‟s diverse culture is reflected 
and recognized through cinema theatre.  
Australia‟s films and actors have been 
recognized with winning awards by the 
Academy Awards and nominations.  
Some of the Academy Award winning 
movies are The Piano in 1993, Babe 
(1995), and Shine in 1996. Academy 
Award actors are Nicole Kidman, Cate 
Blanchett, Mel Gibson, Judy Davis, and 
Geoffrey Rush.   The Aboriginals and 
Torres Strait Islanders culture has really 
transformed the inherent identity of 
Australia.   
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'Advance Australia Fair' 
Australians all let us rejoice,  

For we are young and free,  

We've golden soil and wealth for toil;  

Our home is girt by sea;  

Our land abounds in nature's gifts  

Of beauty rich and rare,  

In history's page, let every stage  

Advance Australia Fair.  

In joyful strains then let us sing,  

Advance Australia Fair.  

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross  

We'll toil with hearts and hands;  

To make this Commonwealth of ours  

Renowned of all the lands;  

For those who've come across the seas  

We've boundless plains to share;  

With courage let us all combine  

To Advance Australia Fair.  

In joyful strains then let us sing,  

Advance Australia Fair. 

 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/5557/anthem.html 
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        Advance Australia Fair 

Australians all let us rejoice,  
For we are young and free;  
We‟ve golden soil and wealth for 
toil,  
Our home is girt by sea;  
Our land abounds in Nature‟s 
gifts  
Of beauty rich and rare;  
In history‟s page, let every stage  
Advance Australia fair!  
In joyful strains then let us sing,  
“Advance Australia fair!”  

When gallant Cook from Albion 
sail‟d,  
To trace wide oceans o‟er,  
True British courage bore him on,  
Till he landed on our shore.  
Then here he raised Old 
England‟s flag,  
The standard of the brave;  
With all her faults we love her 
still,  
Brittannia rules the wave!  
In joyful strains then let us sing  
“Advance Australia fair!”  

Beneath our radiant southern 
Cross,  
We‟ll toil with hearts and hands;  
To make this Commonwealth of 
ours  
Renowned of all the lands;  
For those who‟ve come across 
the seas  
We‟ve boundless plains to share;  
With courage let us all combine  
To advance Australia fair.  

In joyful strains then let us sing  
“Advance Australia fair!” 

While other nations of the globe  
Behold us from afar,  
We‟ll rise to high renown and 
shine  
Like our glorious southern star;  
From England, Scotia, Erin‟s Isle,  
Who come our lot to share,  
Let all combine with heart and 
hand  
To advance Australia fair!  
In joyful strains then let us sing  
“Advance Australia fair!” 

Shou‟d foreign foe e‟er sight our 
coast,  
Or dare a foot to land,  
We‟ll rouse to arms like sires of 
yore  
To guard our native strand;  
Brittannia then shall surely know,  
Beyond wide ocean‟s roll,  
Her sons in fair Australia‟s land  
Still keep a British soul.  
In joyful strains the let us sing  
“Advance Australia fair!”  

 

downloaded from 
http://www.hamilton.net.au/advan

ce.html 
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Australian Animals Label Me! Printout 

Label the Australian animals using the word list below. 

Australian Animal Printouts 

 

 
Australian Animals: 

dingo 
duck-billed platypus 

echidna (spiny anteater) 

emu 
kangaroo 

koala 

kookaburra 
sugar glider 

wombat 

 

 

 

http://www.zoomschool.com/subjects/animals/label/australia/index.shtml 
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Exhibit A 

 

 

Map demonstrates the three major regions, cities and states. 
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Exhibit B 

 

 
 Map demonstrates location of the three deserts. 
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Australia 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6
th
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I. Snapshot/Overview of Australia 

 

 

Australia has unique attributes that sets it apart from other countries and 

continents. It has history that dates way before the 1700’s that range from early 

colonization to present day time. Its landmarks contain culture that not only 

provide as a tourist attraction, but also as a sense of pride to those that find 

themselves calling Australia their home. It has natural resources that provide 

Australia with annual income through exports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.textually.org/textually/archives/images/set3/australia_kangaroo.jpg 
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II. Environment and Geography 

 

 

 

a. Environment and Geography:  

Australia’s geographic layout consists of the western plateau, central 

lowlands, Great Dividing Range, and the Great Barrier Reef. One example 

of a geographic landmark is the Hamersley Range in Western Australia. 

Another revelation is the Great Dividing Range borders along the eastern 

coast of Australia. The geography of Australia can act as both the features 

that make Australia unique, as well as a tourist attraction.  

http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/diamonds/images/amine.jpg 
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b. Climate:  

Australia’s climate can range form desert to tropical rain forest. The center 

of Australia consists of desert climates. Tropical climates border the 

northern boundary of  Northern Australia. Grasslands and subtropical 

climates can be found surrounding desert-like climates. 

http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/economics/images/national/anrm_report/chapter_1/fig_1_1.gif 
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c. Natural Resources:  

Gold, coal, diamonds, iron ore, natural gas, nickel, petroleum, uranium are 

some of its natural resources and in some parts of Australia, agriculture. 

Most natural resources are found in Australia’s deserts. Generally people 

would think that Australia had very little minerals considering that most of 

its land consisted of desert, but contrary to common belief, Australia has 

an abundance of minerals in these “barren” region.  

d. Immigration/Migration: 

 

www.flickr.com/photos/eduardoegs/2677829847/ 

http://www.california-gold-rush-miner.us/P1010003.JPG 
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Human habitation in Australia started 42,000 to 48,000 years ago. Majority 

of the people in Australia are immigrants in Europe. Around 90% are 

colonial-era settlers. Its population has quadrupled since WWI.  

  

e. Tourism:  

Tourism plays a huge part in the development of Australia. Some of the 

tourist attractions include: sandy beaches, national parks, zoos, nature 

reserves, boating races, tennis, basketball, and boxing. People who take 

pleasure in outdoor or indoor sports can enjoy said activities in Australia. 

Sydney Australia is also a phenomenal tourist attraction simply because of 

its famous opera house. A very popular pastime is walking alongside the 

shoreline, hence why the beach attracts lots of attention.  

 

www.flickr.com/photos/rejectreality/2592068237/ 
 

 

III. Country 
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a. Government:  

The government of Australia is similar to the United States. Both Australia 

and the US have a House of Representatives, a Senate, and a section of 

their government that is divided up into Judicial, Executive, and 

Legislative. But even though we share a lot in common, they are known to 

be Parliamentary Democratic, which means they are still loyal to the 

Queen of England.  

 

http://john.curtin.edu.au/mccallum/graphics/00830_4l.jpg 
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b. Economy:  

Any basic economy is based on a stable infrastructure. Something that 

supports this is the wealth of a country. In a way, natural resources affect 

the country indirectly. By having natural resources such as gold, iron ore, 

and natural gas, it provides the country a healthy income that keeps its 

economy stable.  

  

http://money.cnn.com/2001/10/30/companies/cvs/economy.03.jpg 

 

c. National Symbols:  

  

National Animal: kangaroo 

National Flower: golden wattle; scientific name: Acacia Pycnathia 

http://img2.travelblog.org/Photos/30122/141055/f/996988-Kangaroo-Crossing-2.jpg 
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National Animal: Kangaroo 

National Anthem: Advance Australia Fair  

National Bird: Laughing Kookaburra 

National Sport: Cricket 

National Tree: Wattle Tree 

National Food: Undecided; Based on British dishes 

 

IV. History and Politics:  

a. Ancient Heritage:  

  

http://www.ancientweb.org/images/global/australia_title.jpg 

The first people in Australia were the Aborigines, who came there at least 40,000 

years ago from Southeast Asia. Back then, there might have been an estimated 

million occupants that were Aborigines; today only around 350,000 live in 

Australia. 
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b. Indigenous Groups:  

  

http://mapilbara.com/image/1327-dance.jpg 

These groups were the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders who migrated 

years ago in search for land.  
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c. Explorers.  

  

http://all-kids.us/ships-in-a-hurricane.jpg 

Portuguese, Dutch, and Spanish ships sailed to Australia in the 1700’s. In 1606, 

the Dutch landed at the Gulf of Carpentaria. In 1616, the territory became known 

as New Holland. The British came to Australia in 1688.  

 

d. European Settlement.  

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/b/b3/Captain_John_Cook.jpg/165px-Captain_John_Cook.jpg 

148



In 1770, Captain John Cook’s voyage had an effect in calling the vast land New 

South Whales. Ex-convicts and free settlers established six colonies: Western 

Australia (1829), Tasmania (then Van Diemen's Land) (1825), New South Wales 

(1786), Victoria (1851), South Australia (1834), and Queensland (1859). Gold 

rushes and other mineral mining attracted a lot of settlers. Sheep farming and 

grain soon grew into important economic enterprises. 

 

e. Modern Era: 

 

http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.co.uk/time-zone/australia/_derived/map.htm_txt_australia-map.gif 

The six colonies soon became states. In 1901, the six states joined into the 

Commonwealth of Australia with a constitution that reflected both British 

parliamentary and U.S. federal traditions. Commonwealth of Australia is 

Australia’s official name. Australia soon became known for its liberal legislation: 

protected trade unionism with industrial conciliation and arbitration, free 
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compulsory education, women's suffrage, the secret ballot, maternity allowances, 

and sickness and old-age pensions (retirement fees).  

 

f. National Heroes:  

 http://www.glescapals.com/folk/pics/diggers.gif 

Daniel Deniehy- He opposed the “New Southwest Whales Constitution” and 

therefore spoke up for the widespread democracy. 

Ned Kelly- He is known as an outlaw and folk hero. 

Henry Lawson- Henry Lawson was one of the most renowned Australian writers 

whose poetry and short stories are widely read because his works sketch the 

ongoing development of Australia's national unity. 

“Banjo” Paterson- Also known as Bush Poet and Nationalist Patriot. He is famous 

for his poetry and stories which are recognized even today. His writings are 
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considered the best works of Australia's national culture which is said to suggest 

a strong resemblance with the Australian community. 

Jack Lang- He was known to be an Australian nationalist and one of the pioneers 

in independent Australia. 

 

g. Merging of Cultures:   

 

http://www.seekjapan.jp/showRestaurantImageBig.php?id=52 

 

Australia is influenced by a lot of different cultures in numerous areas. An 

adequate example would be the Australian cuisine. Initially, Australian foods are 

based on European dishes brought to Australia by the British settlers. This dish 

usually consisted of roasts, grilled chops, and other meats. Today, barbecue still 

remains as one of the main dishes in the party or gatherings in Australia. 

Immigration of different people from different places has influenced Australia’s 

cuisine. Now, cultures like Italian, Chinese, Thai, Greek, Arab, Indian, 

Vietnamese, and more have taken part in Australian Cuisine allowing the citizens 

to enjoy different foods. Merging of cultures isn’t limited to foods. It can range 

from the way a person dresses, to music, to art in general.  
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Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten – First  
 Grade Activities 
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Color and decorate the map of Australia. 
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Point out the major cities of Australia and then have the 
students color the map. 
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Color and decorate with beans the desert tunes of Australia. 
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Australian Natural Resources 
 

R L I O H G C H D N

E I N L O S W B A G

P Q K L J A T G E L

P S D O L P G Q L G

O N L M H P G N B L

C O N S W H C N I Z

X R N L U I X H Z R

V I H A B R M I I R

T P J P I E U Q W U

K V M O Q S B O O F

 
 
COPPER GOLD IRON 
LEAD OIL OPALS 
SAPPHIRES ZINC  
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AUSTRALIA VISA 
 
Requested By: 
 
 
First Name:____________________________ 
Last Name: ____________________________ 
Date of Birth:______________ 
Place of Birth:__________________________ 
Passport #:_______________ 
Date of Entry into Australia:_______________ 
Gender of Passenger: Male or Female 
School:_______________________________ 
Telephone #:______________ 
Date of exit from Australia:________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-----------------------------------------  
Passenger’s Signature    Passenger’s Photo 
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Circle things you need to travel to the “Great Barrier Reef” 
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Government Activity: TTW complete the web for the students after reading the 
information on the Australia’s Government. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roles of 
Governor - 

General 
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Economy Activity:  Australian Necklace 
 
Student will make their own coin necklace out of poster board paper. TSW draw 
the images of the .20 cent coin in the circle provided by teacher out of white 
poster board.  The picture in the coin is Queen Elizabeth II, Australia’s Queen.   
 
Materials: 
 White poster board 
 Colors and markers 
 Scissors 
 Ribbon or string (long enough so the medal will go over the child's head 
 
Instructions: 
 

Draw and color the pictures of Queen Elizabeth II and the picture from the 
back of the coin. 
Poke a hole in the top and thread string, ribbon or wool through. 
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National Symbol Activity:   

Color and decorate the Australian flag with tissue paper. 

162



Activity for “The Red 
Kangaroo” 

Materials: 

 coloring page or 
template (see below)  

 tempera paint in 'earthy' 
tones and cotton swabs 

   

Instructions: 

 Select your template or coloring page (see below). 
    

 Dip a cotton swab in the paint and dab it on the coloring page 
    

 Use a new cotton swab for each color and use a variety of 'earthy' colors. 
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Australian Floral Hand Print: (National Symbols Activity) 
 
Make a flower hand print by flicking dry yellow tempera paint over the child's 
hand onto a piece of white or brown paper.  

 

Materials: 

 paper (white or brown work best).    
 yellow tempera paint   

Instructions: 

Some children are able to handle a brush and apply paint on the hand by themselves. 
Others will need help to brush it on. 

  Flick yellow tempera paint over the hand  
Have the child place their hand firmly down on the paper   

 Lift hand to see the impression left behind!  
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Australian Animals Wreath 

This is a fun wreath to do with a group.   

MATERIALS: 

 Ring of cardboard (empty cereal 
boxes work wonderfully)  

 Brown construction paper   
 scissors  
 glue  

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Trace a small plate and a large 
plate onto a piece of old 
cardboard.   
    

 Empty cereal boxes or frozen 
dinner boxes work well 
    

 It doesn't matter if you go over the 
folds of the cardboard   

 Cut a small strip of cardboard and 
glue it onto the back of the ring 
over any folds in the cardboard. 
    

 This will reinforce the ring. 
    

 Cut strips of construction paper 
(about 1 1/2 inches by 4 inches) 
    

 glue the strips into rolls (like 
making a paper chain) 
    

 Glue the rolls of construction paper 
onto the wreath.   
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 Color the template pieces and cut 
out. 
    

 Assemble the project - Kangaroo:  
 glue the head, baby 

kangaroo (joey) and two 
paws on top of the wreath.  

 glue the body and two paws 
on the back of the wreath 
(so it looks like the animal is 
peeking over the top. 
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Cave Drawings (History Activity) 

This is a very simple, but very effective way 
to make a drawing that looks like it came 
right off an Australian cave wall.  

I originally made this craft (the one in the 
photo) for Egypt (thus the pyramids).  Use 
images of kangaroos, stick figures and 
boomerangs for an Australian version. 

The Stone Age ancestors of the Australian Aborigines were some of the very first 
artists in the world.  They painted on their cave walls 40,000 years ago! 

We're not trying to replicate the art exactly, so after 
studying some Australian animals and explaining that 
cave drawings depicted the Aborigines' lives just let the 
kids get creative.   

Materials: 

 piece of coarse sandpaper (we used a 4inch x 6inch piece, but you could 
use whatever size you like).  

 crayola crayons.  

Instructions: 

 Draw an Australian scene on the sandpaper with crayons  
Don't worry if the images are very basic.  That's what cave drawings look 
like. 
Press hard on the crayons.  

Here's an image of a real cave drawing  
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National Heroes Activity: 
Color and decorate with beans the route the first European explorers follow to 
cross Australia from south to north. 
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Merging of Cultures Activity: 

Didgeridoo Craft 

It is a long tubular wooden musical instrument used 
by Aborigines. You can make it out of several toilet 
rolls stuck together (to make one long one), or use a 
paper towel roll (which is longer). Decorate some 
paper and roll it around the roll and glue it on.  Easy!" 

 
We discovered that this instrument is made from branches of a particular tree that 
have been hollowed out by termites.  Apparently, finding these branches and 
choosing the best one is an art in and of itself.  Once a person has found the 
perfect branch the next step is to decorate the branch with aboriginal artwork.  
Here are some links to a couple of the sites that we checked out in case you are 
interested: 
Wandoo Didgeridoo 
The Didgeridoo Store 
iDIDJ Australia: Australian Didgeridoo Cultural Hub 
Both of these sites have oodles of information about the history of the didgeridoo. 
   
Materials: 

 paper tube (wrapping paper, paper towel or multiple TP rolls) 
  (Tasha used two paper towel rolls for hers)  

 white paper  
 crayons and tape 

Instructions: 

 If you are using TP rolls or more than one paper towel roll, tape them 
together to form a single long tube. 
    

 Cut as many pieces of white paper as you need to cover so that each 
piece wraps once around the paper tube. 
    

 Make your "aboriginal art" design on the paper or pieces of paper that you 
will use to cover the tube.  
   

 Cover your tube with your design and tape it in place.  
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Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second -Third Grade 
Activities 
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2ndGradeEnvironmentActivity 
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2nd Grade Climate Activity 

 
1. What type of clothing would your need to wear if you visit South of 

Northern Territory? ____________________ 
 

2. Which three states have hot dry summers and cold winters? 
_____________, ______________, and ___________________ 

 
3. What type of weather would your find the most of in Australia? 

__________________ 
 

4. What is the weather like in Melbourne? ________________________ 
 

5. What is the weather like in the South costal area? 
 

6. Name one city with hot and humid temperature. ____________________ 
 

7. Name two cities with cool temperatures. _____________________ and 
____________________ 

 
8. Which two states have hot dry summers and warm winters? 

__________________ and  ______________________ 
 

9. What is the weather like in the North costal area? _____________ and 
________________ 

 
10.  How is the weather like in Australia between the months of December 

and February? 
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2nd Grade Natural Resources Activity 

Australia's Natural Resources 
 

M Q N L S E R I H P P A S M Z 

Y U X F R P J A B E L N K Q F 

U S N D L O G O B I O I Q J F 

W C S I L V E R O X L M R O L 

P A O E M S N H J G R U X R A 

D Y R P Z U R L F M X L C Q P 

O D J A P V L E C I U A T V O 

Y W D C X E X A M C W M Y I U 

P B Y I C L R D K J N R L O P 

G K Y Y E H H N V V C I A U T 

F C M K G H T J I C G F Z X D 

B G C I U A D D C J K P Z W O 

D I R L R D V K V Q R H H D X 

N O O V B Y M L D Z N Z U O O 

N W L U N G M C K J F G H X B 

 
 
ALUMINA ALUMINUM COPPER 
GOLD IRON LEAD 
NICKEL OIL OPAL 
SAPPHIRES SILVER ZINC 
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2nd Grade Migration/Immigration Activity 
 

Why would I migrate to another country? 
 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

 
What is the difference between the country I live 

in and Australia? 
 

Australia    Vs.    USA 
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2nd Grade Tourism Activity 
 

VISA   
First Name: 
Last Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Passport #: 
Date of Entry into Australia: 
Gender of Passenger: 
School: 
Telephone #: 
Date of exit from Australia: 
 
 
-----------------------------------------  
Passenger’s Signature    Passenger’s Photo 
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2nd Grade- Government Activity 
 

 
 

List the roles and responsibilities of the 
Australian Government. 
 
 ___Monarchy_________ ___Government-General__ 
*      * 
 
*      * 
 
*      * 
 
*      * 
 
*      * 
        
Match the government leader to the country. 
1. Australia *      * president 
 
2. United States of America*   * government-general  
 
Find out and write the correct names to 
complete the sentence. 
1. The name of the leader of the United States is 

____________. 
2. The name of the government-general of Australia is 

__________________.           
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2nd Grade Activity-Economy Activity 
 
Activity Instructions: 
Create your own dollars and coins 
Draw images that will reflect the history and natural 
environment of the city that you live in. 
 
Help your students by asking them to questions: 
If your city was to become independent and were able to 
become a new nation, how would your money look like? 
What image would be printed on your dollar bill? 
What important people would go printed on your bills? 
What would your coins look like?  
 
Materials: 
Thick clear tape 
Rectangular shape paper 
Colors 
Makers 
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2nd Grade- National Symbols Activities 
 
 

Label and briefly describe Australia’s 
National Symbols. 
 
___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
______________________________  

                                                                                
__________________________ 
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Write as many words as you can that 
describe Australia’s National Flower. Write 
your words on the lines below. 
 
 

 
 

 
________________     ________________ 
 
________________     ________________ 
 
________________     ________________ 
 
________________     ________________ 
 
Teacher: This is a timed activity allow student 1 to 2 minutes to complete. 
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2nd Grade- Ancient Heritage Activity 
 

Cryptogram 
 
 
 

                  
1       2     3       4      3         5       3     4       3     1      5      6          7      8      9     10 
 

                     
 1     11    12    3     13         6     14    12     3      6     12   15      3     15     9    20     9     10    16 
 

                  
 9    10             8      17    13    1      4      8     15     9     8               1      2      3       
 

                    
 8     18     6     4       9    16     9     10     3     13            8      10    19              1     2      3    
      

                   
1       6     4      4      3     13    13     1      4      8      9     1       9    13     15     8     10    19    3      4     
 
 

1-t               11-y 
2-h              12-p 
3-e              13-s 
4-r               14-f 
5-w              15-l 
6-o               16-g      
7-m              17-u 
8-a               18-b 
9-i                 19-d 
10-n               20-v 
 
Answer: There were two main types of people living in Australia - the Aborigines and the Torres Strait Islanders. 
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2nd Grade- Explores Activity 
 

Cook’s Expedition 
Unscramble the words. 
 

1. ptaaicn __________ 
2. reexrpol _________ 
3. lasi _____________ 
4. vegayo__________ 
5. kcoo____________ 
6. yjourne__________ 
7. hscear___________ 
8. disreocv_________ 
9. dfoun___________ 
10. hips___________ 
 
Answers: captain,explorer,sail,voyage,cook,journey,search,discover,found,ship 
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2nd Grade- British Settlement- Activity 

Scrambled Sentences 
 
1. 11 ships The First Fleet sailed and around 
from England 1, 350 people. 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 
2. establish Governor Phillip carried to the 
instructions first British Colony in Australia. 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 
3. Second Fleet's The in 1790 arrival provided 
badly needed food and supplies 
______________________________________
____________________ 
4.Second The Fleet known became as the 
'Death Fleet' 
 
 
 
Answers: 
The first fleet sailed 11 ships and around 1,350 people from England. 
Governor Phillip carried instructions to establish the first British Colony in Australia. 
The Second Fleet’s arrival in 1790 provided badly needed food and supplies. 
The Second Fleet became known as the Death Fleet. 
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2nd Grade- Modern Era- Commonwealth Activity 
 
Write the benefits the Commonwealth brought to 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are some 
benefits the 

Commonwealth of 
Australia brought 

to nation? 
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2nd Grade- National Heroes- Activity 

Name 
_____________________________  

Date 
___________________ 

Australia's National Heroes 
Complete the puzzle. 

    
1

    

    
2

 

        

        

        

    
3  

 

    

  
4  

 

            

         

     5
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Down 
1.  His news paper aimed to assess 

public affairs, promote national 
sentiment, and work toward the 
federation of the colonies. (3 words) 

3.  His writings are considered the best 
works of Australia's national culture. 
(2 words) 

 

 Across 
2.  was an Australian nationalist and one 

of the pioneers in independent 
Australia. (2 words) 

4.  His works sketch the progress of 
Australia's national unity. (2 words) 

5.  was victimised by the police who 
proposed to kill him which 
compelled him to become an outlaw. 
(2 words) 
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1 D
 

2 J
 

A C K L A N G 

N 

I 

3 A
 

E 

4 H
 

E N R Y L A W S O N 

D H 

R 5 N
 

E D K E L L Y 

E N 

W R 

P Y 

A D 

T E 

E N 

R I 

S E 

O H 

N Y 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Answer Key 
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2nd Grade- Merging of Cultures Activity 
 
Name_____________________________ 

G’day Mate! 
❂ Although Australians speak English, they say some things very differently than 
Americans. Look at the glossary of Australian words below. Then, use at least 
eight of the sayings in a short story about a trip to Australia. 
Australian Glossary: 
g’day—good day, hello 
Oz—Australia 
mate—a friend 
tucker—food 
biscuits (bikkie)—cookies 
ta—thank you 
fair dinkum—the truth, true 
barbie—a barbecue 
lolly water—soft drinks 
boomer—a big kangaroo 
joey—baby kangaroo 
beaut—great or beauty 
jumper—sweater 
joggers—running shoes 
petrol station—gas station 
cool drink—soda pop 
sussed—figured out 
arvo—afternoon 
How ya goin?—How are you? 
tea—a drink or dinner 
brekky—breakfast 
snaggers—sausages 
sangers—sandwich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: _______________________  Date: ___________________ 
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Use at least eight of the sayings in a short story 
about a trip to Australia. 
 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
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Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth - Fifth Grade 
Activities 

193



 

Instruction:  Label the regions with the state and its capital. 
           Draw an animal that is found in that state. 
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Many types of marsupial live in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructions: 
Select a Marsupial and write about its habitat, breeding, and feeding. 
You make select and other Marsupial or mammal.  
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Students Name:  _____________________             Date: ______________ 
 

Label Australia  

Label the states, territories, capital, etc., of Australia on the map below 

 

 

 
 

 

Canberra, Australian Capital Territory - Canberra is the capital 

city of Australia - located in the southeast of Australia in the 

Australian Capital Territory. 

Coral Sea - The sea to the northeast of Australia. 

Great Barrier Reef - A huge coral reef off the northeastern coast 

of Australia. 

Indian Ocean - The ocean that borders Australia on the west. 

New South Wales - A state in southeastern Australia. 

Northern Territory - A territory in north 

central Australia. 

Queensland - A state in northeastern 

Australia. 

South Australia - A state in south central 

Australia. 

Tasmania - An Australian state and an 

island off the southeastern coast of 

continental Australia. 

Tasman Sea - The sea to the southeast of 

Australia. 

Victoria - A state in far southeastern 

Australia. 

Western Australia - A large state in 

western Australia. 
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Answers - Label Australia 

 

Label the states, territories, capital, etc., of Australia on the map below. 

 

 
Canberra, Australian Capital Territory - Canberra is the capital 

city of Australia - located in the southeast of Australia in the 

Australian Capital Territory. 

Coral Sea - The sea to the northeast of Australia. 

Great Barrier Reef - A huge coral reef off the northeastern coast 

of Australia. 

Indian Ocean - The ocean that borders Australia on the west. 

New South Wales - A state in southeastern Australia. 

Northern Territory - A territory in north 

central Australia. 

Queensland - A state in northeastern 

Australia. 

South Australia - A state in south central 

Australia. 

Tasmania - An Australian state and an 

island off the southeastern coast of 

continental Australia. 

Tasman Sea - The sea to the southeast of 

Australia. 

Victoria - A state in far southeastern 

Australia. 

Western Australia - A large state in 

western Australia. 
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Students Name:  _____________________             Date: ______________ 

 

Australian Animals Label Me!  
Label the Australian animals using the word list below. 

 

 
 

Australian Animals: 

dingo 

duck-billed platypus 

echidna (spiny anteater) 

emu 

kangaroo 

koala 

kookaburra 

sugar glider 

wombat 
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Answers - Australian Animals Label Me!  
 

 

 
 

 

Australian Animals: 

dingo 

duck-billed platypus 

echidna (spiny anteater) 

emu 

kangaroo 

koala 

kookaburra 

sugar glider 

wombat 
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Students Name:  _____________________             Date: ______________ 

 

Tropical Rainforest Strata: Label Me! 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Read the definitions, then label the strata (layers) of the tropical rainforest diagram. 

 

canopy - the upper parts of most of the trees (about 65 to 130 feet or 20 to 40 m tall). This leafy environment is 

full of life: insects, arachnids, many birds, some mammals, etc.  

emergents - the tops of the tallest trees, which are much higher than the average trees (the canopy).  

forest floor - the ground - it is teeming with animal life, especially insects and arachnids, plus large animals 

(like anacondas and jaguars).  

understory - a dark, cool environment that is under the leaves but over the ground. Most of the understory of a 

rainforest has so little light that plant growth is limited. There are short, leafy, mostly non-flowering shrubs, 

small trees, ferns, and vines (lianas) that have adapted to filtered light and poor soil.  
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Students Name:  _____________________             Date: ______________ 

 

Answers:  Tropical Rainforest Strata: Label Me! 
 

 

 

  

Read the definitions, then label the strata (layers) of the tropical rainforest diagram. 

 

canopy - the upper parts of most of the trees (about 65 to 130 feet or 20 to 40 m tall). This leafy environment is 

full of life: insects, arachnids, many birds, some mammals, etc.  

emergents - the tops of the tallest trees, which are much higher than the average trees (the canopy).  

forest floor - the ground - it is teeming with animal life, especially insects and arachnids, plus large animals 

(like anacondas and jaguars).  

understory - a dark, cool environment that is under the leaves but over the ground. Most of the understory of a 

rainforest has so little light that plant growth is limited. There are short, leafy, mostly non-flowering shrubs, 

small trees, ferns, and vines (lianas) that have adapted to filtered light and poor soil.  
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Make Your Own Book 

A Printable Book 

 

 

Print out the following pages to make your own book on any topic you like. This activity teaches 

the student the structure of book and helps them organize their thoughts and writing.  

To make a book:  

1. Think of a topic for your book. You can write about a hobby you have, something you're 

good at, or an activity you enjoy.  

2. Pick a title for your book  

3. Write your book  

4. Write the table of contents for you book (it lists the major contents in page order)  

5. Write the index for you book (it lists the major contents in alphabetical order)  

There are two book pages on each printed page. Have the students cut each page in half along the 

dotted line. Staple the pages together at the left of the page.  

To get back to this page from a printout, just click on the picture.  

Skills practiced: writing, book structure, drawing.  
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Title:_________________________
_ 
 
 

Table of Contents: 
 

 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______  
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
 
Page_______ 

Title: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________
_ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By:  
_____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Page_______   
Title:_________________________
_ 
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Title:_________________________
_ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page:  ______ 
Title:_________________________
_ 
 
 

Index: 
 

_________________________     
Page:  ______ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page:______ 
 

Title 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The End 
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_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
_________________________     
Page:  ______ 
 
Page_____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page______ 

 

205



 
1. Color Canberra capital city in red. 

2. Color Victoria dark green. 

3. Color New South Wales yellow. 

4. Color Queensland brown. 

5. Color Western Australia pink. 

6. Color the Northern Territories purple. 

7. Color South Australia light green. 

8. Color Tasmania orange. 

9. On the compass label the arrow 
pointing up “North”, label the arrow 

pointing down “South”, label the arrow 
pointing right “East”, and label the arrow 

pointing left “West”.  

10. Color the Great Barrier Reef in light 
blue. 

11. Color the rest of the ocean dark 
blue. 
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1. The capital of Australia is located 
within the Australian Capital Territory 
(ACT). What is the capital city? 
________________________________  

2. ACT is located within which 
Australian state? 
________________________________ 

3. What ocean borders Australia to the 
west?  

________________________________  

4. What is the name of the enormous 
coral reef off the coast of Queensland? 
________________________________ 

5. What is the name of the Australian 
island/state off the southeast coast of 
the mainland? 
________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. A high sandstone monolith is located 
in the desert interior of Australia, in the 
Northern Territory. It is a sacred 
aboriginal site and a world-famous 
landmark. What is it called? 
________________________________ 

7. In which part of Australia is Darwin 
located (northeast, west, etc.)? 
________________________________ 

8. The Great Australian Bight is an open 
bay. Is it off the north, south, east, or 
west coast of Australia? 
________________________________ 

9. If you wanted to travel from Perth to 
Alice Springs, in which direction would 
you head?  

________________________________  

10. Roughly how many km is it from 
Canberra to Victoria: 5 km, 50 km, 500 
km, 5,000 km, or 50,000 km? 
________________________________ 
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Australia's States And Territories: 

Place Capital 
City  

Largest 
City  Emblems Population (as of 

2003) Area Highest 
point 

Australia Canberra Sydney 

Mammal - Red Kangaroo 
Bird - Emu 

Flower - Golden Wattle 
Gemstone - Opal 

19,973,170 

2,966,136 sq. 
miles 

7,682,300 sq. 
km. 

Mt. 
Kosciuszko

7,310 ft. 
2,228 m. 

Australian Capital 
Territory Canberra Canberra Bird - Gang Gang Cockatoo

Flower - Royal Bluebell 322,900 2,358 sq. km. Bimberi Peak
1,912 m 

New South Wales Sydney Sydney 

Mammal - Platypus 
Bird - Kookaburra 
Flower - Waratah 

Marine - Blue Groper 

6,686,600 309,498 sq. m.
801,60 sq. km.

Mt. 
Kosciuszko

7,310 ft. 
2,228 m. 

Victoria Melbourne Melbourne 

Mammal - Leadbetter's 
Possum 

Bird - Helmeted Honeyeater
Flower - Common (Pink) 

Heath 
Marine - Weedy Seadragon 

4,917,400 87,876 sq. mi.
227,600 sq. km.

Mt. Bogong
6,508 ft. 
1,984 m. 

Queensland Brisbane Largest City 

Mammal - Koala 
Bird - Brolga 

Flower - Cooktown Orchid
Gemstone - Sapphire 

3,796,800 
666,872 sq. mi.
1,727,200 sq. 

km. 

Mt. Bartle 
Frere 

5,287 ft. 
1,611 m. 

South Australia Adelaide Adelaide 

Mammal - Hairy-nosed or 
Plains Wombat 

Bird - Piping Shrike or Magpie
Flower - Sturt's Desert Pea
Marine - Leafy Sea Dragon

Gemstone - Opal 

1,527,400 379,922sq. mi.
984,000 sq. km.

Mt. 
Woodroffe
4,970 ft. 
1,515m. 

Western Australia Perth Perth 

Mammal - Numbat 
Bird - Black Swan 

Flora - Kangaroo Paw 
Fossil - Gogo fish 

1,952,300 
975,096 sq. mi.
2,525,500 sq. 

km. 

Mt. Bruce 
4,024 ft. 
1,227 m. 

Tasmania Hobart Hobart Flora - Tasmanian Blue Gum
Mineral - Crocoite 477,100 26,178 sq. mi.

67,800 sq. km.

Mt. Ossa 
5,305 ft. 
1,617 m. 

Northern Territory 
The "Australian 

Outback" 
Darwin Darwin 

Mammal - Red Kangaroo 
Bird - Wedge Tailed Eagle

Flower - Sturt's Desert Rose
198,400 

519,768 sq. mi.
1,346,200 sq 

km. 

Mt. Ziel 
4,955 ft. 
1,510 m. 

Place Capital 
City  

Largest 
City  Emblems Population (as of 

2003) Area Highest point
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Answers  

1. Canberra 
2. New South Wales 
3. the Indian Ocean  
4. the Great Barrier Reef 
5. Tasmania 
6. Uluru 
7. north 
8. south 
9. northeast 
10. 500 km 

 
 

 

 

Worksheet and information adapted 
from www.Enchantedlearning.com 
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Consider the following children books recommended by 

www.travelforkids.com/funtodo/Australia/australia.htm 

 

   

  

 

  

Where the Forest Meets the Sea 
Jeannie Baker 

A trip through primeval rain forest in Queensland, "my 
father knows a place we can only reach by boat." 
Gorgeous mixed-media collages are so life-like, each 
tangled creeper, nubby branch, hanging root, squiggly 
snake or vanished dinosaur seems real. (Picture book) 

  
 

    

   

  Are we there yet?  
Alison Lester 

At Eucla we had sandy sandwiches near the ruins 
of the old telegraph station." Charming family road 
trip around Australia – snorkeling in Turquoise Bay, 
an underground river at Tunnel Creek, bushwalking 
in the Blue Mountains and more. A wonderful 
introduction to Australia, based on the author's 
childhood travels. (Picture book) 

  

   

 

    

    

   

  

 

  

Uluru 
Caroline Arnold, Arthur Arnold 

In the heart of Australia is Uluru (Ayers Rock). 
Excellent overview of Uluru, not only as a geological 
wonder (the world's biggest single rock), but as a 
sacred place of the Aboriginal people, connected to 
creation time stories, and a home to desert wildlife. 
(Chapter book, photographs) 

  
 

    

   

  Big Rain Coming 
Katrina Germein, Bronwyn Bancroft 

Water is life in dry, dusty Australia, and everyone 
waits for the rain – an old man snoozes in the shade 
of the tree, dogs dig holes to keep cool, kids swim in 
the billabong, frogs lap up the smallest drops of 
water, and then … "there was rain." Colorful 

illustrations, like Aboriginal art. (Picture book) 
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Outback Odyssey 
Amanda Lumry and Laura Hurwitz  

Young Riley and Alice are off to Australia to a 
sheep station, where they find poddy lambs and the 
life of the cowboy, along with wallabies, dingoes, 
kookaburras, kangaroos and koalas in the fast-
disappearing eucalyptus trees. Importance of 
conservation, and super photographs of all the 
animals! (Picture book) 

  
 

    

   

  30 Amazing Australian Animals 
Christopher Cheng, Gregory Rogers  

Discover the fascinating animals of Australia in 
their different habitats – koalas and kookaburras in 
the forest, goannas and bilbies in the desert, 
dolphins and dugongs in the ocean. Stories about 
each animal and fun facts. (Chapter book) 

  

  

 

 

    

    

   

  

 

  

This is the Reef 
Miriam Moss, Adrienne Kennaway  

Before you head out to the Great Barrier Reef, discover 
the fascinating world of the coral reef – angelfish, 
sharks, triggerfish, manta rays, moray eels, and parrot 
fish that eat coral! Beautiful watercolor illustrations. 
(Picture book) 

  
 

    

   

  Toad Heaven 
Morris Gleitzman 

Limpey, a hilarious warty cane toad, is looking for a 
better home for himself and his rellies (relatives). 
Accompanied by his sister Charm and cousin 
Goliath, Limpey searches for a national park where 
there are brilliant mud slides, fragrant swamps and 
every living thing is protected, even cane toads. A 
fun read. (Chapter book) 
 
  

  

 
 

kindle edition  
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Andrew Lost: In the Jungle 
Andrew Lost: In the Desert 
J.C. Greenburg  

Wild adventures of Andrew and his cousin Judy in the 
Australian rain forest and desert. Shrunk to the size of 
bugs, the kids are nearly lunch for a carnivorous plant in 
the jungle. Meat eater ants in the desert think the kids 
are a snack, but they’re saved by a lumpy lizard. (Easy 

reader) 

  
 

    

   

  Hunwick's Egg 
Mem Fox, Pamela Lofts  

At the edge of a dusty desert, a storm drops an egg 
into Hunwick's burrow. Hunwick, an adorable 
bandicoot, makes a home for the unusual egg, but 
the emu, echidna, and cockatoo wonder if the egg 
will hatch. A story to delight little ones, exquisitely 
illustrated! (Picture book) 

And don't miss two other charming tales by Mem 
Fox: Koala Lou and Possum Magic 

  

  
 

 

    

   

 

  

One Woolly Wombat 
Rod Trinca, Kerry Argent  

An Australian friend brought us a copy of One Wooley 
Wombat when our kids were toddlers, and it's still one of 
our favorites. A counting book, "One wooley wombat 
sunning by the sea … two cuddly koalas sipping gumnut 
tea…" (Picture book) 

  
 

   

    

    

  Moonrunner 
Mark Thomason  

It's 1894, and there's plenty of hard work for twelve 
year old Casey on his family's homestead, but 
Casey daydreams of the brumbies, wild horses that 
run free, especially one black stallion, Moonrunner. 
Wonderful local color of a vanished way of life. 
(Chapter book)  
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The Snow Pony 
Alison Lester 

Dusty loves life on a remote cattle ranch, especially her 
Snow Pony, a wild mountain horse that she tamed and 
trained. Up on the high plains, when her dad is injured, it's 
up to Dusty and the Snow Pony to go for help. A fun read 
for older kids. (Chapter book) 

  
 

      

   

Australia: The People 
Australia: The Land 
Australia: The Culture 
Erinn Banting  

Pictorial overview of the land, people, and culture 
of Australia – diverse wildlife and landscape, 
history of the Aborgines, sports (surfing), schools in 
the outback, boomerangs and digeridoos, 
celebrating Christmas on the beach. (Picture book) 

  

  
 

 

      

    

      

Look What Came From Australia 
Kevin Davis  

Delightful fun facts about Australia. Aboriginals 
invented the boomerang; along with kangaroos, 
Australia is home to the Tasmanian devil and frill-
necked lizards; there are there ten times more 
sheep than people in Australia, and more. (Picture 
book) 
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Famous Australian People 

Select one person from the following list and create a biography.  Use the template 
provided. 

 

Edmund Barton 

Sir Robert Gordon Menzies 

Patrick White  

Germaine Greer 

Sir Frank Macfarlane 
Burnet, O.M. 

Elizabeth Kenny 

Olivia Newton-John  

Paul Hogan 

 

Dame Nellie Melba 

Alfred Hill  

Sir Charles Edward 
Kingsford-Smith  

Evonne Goolagong Cawley  

Ian Thorpe 

Murray Rose 

Sir Donald George 
Bradman 

Hugh Jackman 

 

***Note: Use the top left square to draw or paste a picture of the chosen historical figure.  
In the lines provided describe their contribution to Australia’s history.  Use the bottom 

square to draw a picture of where the contributions took place. *** 
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Famous Australian 

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Famous Australian People 
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Famous Australian People 
 Caption of Contribution  

(FOR TEACHER USE ONLY) 
 

He was the first Prime Minister of Australia. He was best known for 
having been the best manager of the concerns of people during the 
federation movement in the 1890s. His service didn’t end when his term 
was over. He continued to serve Australia by becoming one of the 
founding judges to serve in Australia’s High Court. 
 
 
 

Edmund Barton 
 

He was the twelfth Prime Minister of Australia with the longest time in 
office from 1939-41 and 1949-66.  He was best known for establishing 
a new political party called the Liberal Party. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir Robert Menzies 
 
He was an Australian writer who wrote many works such as short 
stories, novels, plays, an autobiography, and a screenplay.   A few 
of his awards were Australian of the Year in 1973, the Miles Franklin 
Literary Award in 1961 and the Nobel Laureates in Literature in 
1973. 
 
 

Patrick White 
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They were a singing trio of brothers which were well known for their 
soft rock music in the 1960s and later, for their tight harmony.  They 
sold more than 200 million in sales and were inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in 1997.  Even though, born in the Isle of Man, 
Australia is the place they called home.  The band ended when 
Maurice suddenly died on January 12, 2003,  but their music is still 
enjoyed, today. 

 

Bee Gee’s 

He was an Australian virologist, or someone who studied viruses, and 
learned by means of the scientific method on several experiments how 
the body’s immune system knows how to tell the difference between its 
own tissue and of invading organisms. 

 
 
 
 

Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet, O.M.  
 

She was an Australian nurse that developed more practical 
techniques for treatment of poliomyelitis, or also known as polio, 
which is a viral disease that sometimes causes paralysis. When she 
shared her ideas in the United States in the 1940s, the audiences 
were sometimes hostile. 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Kenny 
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She is a well known actress who has been mostly known for her 
role on Grease which became a very successful film and co-star 
with actor John Travolta.  She is also a singer and song writer which 
has been awarded several awards for singles, albums, and other 
music activities. She is also known for informing people of the 
environment and cancer. 

 

Olivia Newton John 

He is an actor, writer and producer who has been mostly known for his 
role on Crocodile Dundee which became Australian's most successful 
film ever.  He has received many awards including a Golden Globe 
award for Best Actor in a Motion Picture Musical or Comedy. 
 
 
 

Paul Hogan 
 
She was the first Australian to get international recognition as an 
opera singer.  She was known to be the best soprano singer from 
1887-1928, and became the first opera singer to be on live radio 
broadcasts. She made almost 200 recordings during her singing 
career. 

 

 

Dame Nellie Melba 
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He was a composer, conductor and teacher of violin lessons from 
1897-1960.  He was the principal of the Austral Orchestral College 
and founder of the Australian Opera League. He also, founded the 
Sydney Repertory Theatre Society amongst many other 
organizations for the conservation of the arts in music and theatre. 

 

 

Alfred Hill  

He was an Australian aviator well known for making the first trans-
Pacific flight from the United States to Australia and vice-versa. He 
was the first to cross the mainland in Australia, and the first to fly 
from Australia to New Zealand. He set the record of flying from 
Australia to London within ten and a half days. 

 

 

Sir Charles Edward Kingsford-Smith  
 
She was Australia's most successful tennis player. She was the 
first Aboriginal woman to receive recognition in a sport other than 
boxing or football. She became Australian of the Year in 1971 and 
amongst many achievements in tennis, was recognized as the 
best tennis player in 1971. 
 

 

Evonne Goolagong Cawley  
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   He was and Australian swimmer recognized as the fastest male 
   swimmer in the history of swimming at the age of 14. He holds  
   countless of awards like five Olympic gold medals, 11 world titles 
   and has set 13 long-course records.  In 2006, he retired but  
   continues to be very active in Australia in charity work and in his 
   own foundation which is the Ian Thorpe’s Fountain of Youth.  
 

Ian Thorpe 
 

 He was the Aussie Olympic swimmer in 1956 and 1960. He 
won a total of 6 Olympic medals: 4 Gold, 1 silver, and 1 Bronze. 
In 1960, he enrolled as a student at University of South 
California and appeared in the movie Wild Surf starring Tab 
Hunter.  While acting in the movie he did not return to Australia 
to qualify for the 1964 Olympics and landed a spot as a 
commentator for NBC during the Olympics. 

Murray Rose 
 

He was Australia’s most famous cricketer.  In 1928 at the age of 20, he 
was a member of the Australian cricket team, and from the1930’s to 
the 1940’s , he was considered to be one of Australians sports heroes 
for his many records and mastery of skills of the sport. 

 

 

Sir Donald George Bradman  
 
He is an Australian actor, mostly known for his role as Wolverine in X-
Man and X-Man: The Last Strand which became one of the most 
successful comic book movies film ever.  He has received many 
awards, including a Tony Award for his lead role in Broadway’s The 
Boy from Oz and an Emmy Award for his turn as host of the 2005 
Tony Awards. He continues to star in movies, presently; one of which 
was Australia. 

Hugh Jackman 
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Food is part of a country's culture. Each country is known for certain 
foods. Research the foods that are popular in Australia and answer the 

questions below. 
 

1. What are some of the major food products of Australia? 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 

 
2. Name some popular foods of Australia.                   

___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 

 
3. Find a recipe for one of the popular food dishes and write it in the space below. 

 
Recipe for ________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
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The infinite variety of foods in Australia reflects the diversity of its land and provides for 

a rich cuisine. In the South, dense pine forests and lush green pastures cover the land 

that is used to grow cattle and prime lamb, whilst its cold, clean southern waters provide 

delicious lobster and scallops. Grazing gives way then to the vineyards growing on the 

Terra Rosa soil of the Coonawarra, and cropping lands of the upper south east with 

their majestic red gums. The mighty River Murray turns red desert sand into a market 

garden and orchard as it wends its way from our northern border to the sea on the south 

coast at Goolwa. Along its length grow citrus, grapes, stone fruits, melons, tomatoes 

and a cornucopia of vegetables crops for local, interstate and international markets. 

World class wines grow in the slightly cooler climate of the Adelaide Hills, McLaren Vale 

and Barossa Valley. Sharing the lower slopes of the hills are apple and cherry orchards, 

berry farms and almond orchards, whilst the west coast has a wealth of seafood such 

as whiting, oysters and tuna. 

Information and recipes obtained from the same website 
http://www.inmamaskitchen.com/FOOD_IS_ART/places/Ausfoodarticle.html 
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Recipe for: Australian Cheesecake                                                      
To prepare: To make crust: If you are prebaking the shell, preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.  

Ingredients Directions 
Crust 

• 1 1/2 cups  Graham Cracker 
Crumbs 

• 1/4 cup granulated sugar 
• 6 tb butter, melted - do not 

substitute margarine  
 

 
 

 
Use sweet cream butter and DO NOT substitute margarine.  
Note:  Prebaked crusts are much crisper than the chilled 
ones and this can be important if you want a crisp crust.  
 
To make crust: If you are prebaking the shell, preheat the 
oven to 350 degrees F.  Place the crumbs in a mixing bowl 
and add the butter and sugar blending well.  Press the 
crumb mixture into the bottom and up the sides of an 8-inch  
spring-form pan. Smooth the mixture to form an even layer 
on the bottom and sides. Bake the crust in the oven for 10 
minutes and let cool to room temperature before filling. 
NOTE:  This crust can be chilled for 5 to 10 minutes in the 
freezer until it is set but is not recommended in this recipe

Recipe for: Australian Cheesecake                                                      
To prepare: Preheat the oven to 300 degrees F. 

Ingredients Directions 
Cheesecake 

• 1 lb cream cheese 
• 3 large eggs, separated          
• 1 teaspoon grated lemon 

zest  
• 1 teaspoon Vanilla Extract 
• 2 tablespoons kiwi fruit, 

mashed  
• 1/2 cup granulated sugar 
• 1/4 cup unbleached flour 
• 2 teaspoons lemon juice 
• 1/2 cup heavy cream  

 

 

 
To make cheesecake : Preheat the oven to 300 degrees F.  
In a large mixing bowl, beat the cream cheese and sugar 
just until light and fluffy. Add the egg yolks, one at a time, 
beating well after each.  Beat in the flour, lemon rind, lemon 
juice, and vanilla until just mixed.  Do not overmix at this 
point.   
 
Whip the cream until stiff in a medium mixing bowl. Set 
aside.  In another mixing bowl, beat the egg whites until they 
form stiff peaks, then fold gently into the cheese mixture.  
Fold in the reserved whipped cream.  Stir in the kiwi fruit 
pulp then pour the mixture into the prepared crust and bake 
for 45 minutes  to 1 hour. Cool, in the oven with door wide 
open, to room temperature, then chill.  

Contributor: Pat Ciesla 

Recipe for: Bacon and Egg Pie                                                             
    To prepare: Preheat the oven to 350°F. Serves: 6  

Ingredients Directions 
• 8 ounces short-crust pastry  

• 6 eggs 
• 1 cup milk 
• 4 strips bacon, chopped 
• 1/3 cup grated Cheddar 

cheese 
• 2 tablespoons chopped 

chives 
• 1 tablespoon chopped dill 
• 2 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
• Cracked black pepper 
• 6 thin strips bacon, rind 

removed  
 
 

Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured surface until 1/8 inch thick.  
Place the pastry in a 10-inch pie dish and trim the edges.  
Refrigerate for 30 minutes.  Prick the base of the pastry and line 
with nonstick parchment paper.  Fill the shell with baking beans 
and bake for 5 minutes.  Remove the weights and paper, and cook 
for a further 5 minutes.  (This process keeps the pastry crisp when 
adding wet ingredients to the pastry shell.) 

Place the eggs and milk in a bowl and whisk to combine.  Add the 
bacon, Cheddar, chives, dill, mustard, and pepper and mix to 
combine.  Pour the mixture into the pastry shell, top with thin 
bacon, and bake at 315°F for 35 to 45 minutes or until the pie is 
set.  Serve hot or cold with a peppery arugula salad. 

Reprinted with permission from ©The Madison Press Limited, 
1001 Foods to Die For, published by Andrews McMeel.   Adapted 
from Donna Hay's The New Cook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

This  is a manly-man alternative in this down-under 
favorite, egg and bacon pie...Sliced and served, either 
hot or cold, along with a side of warm vegetables or a 
cool salad, this is a hearty dish fit for a big appetite.
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Recipe for: Pepper-crusted Lamb with Plum Chutney                          
To prepare: Preheat oven to moderate 180°C (375°F). Serves: 4 

Ingredients Directions 
• Rib eye fillet of lamb,    

             sufficient to serve four 

• 1/2 cup mint jelly  
• 1/4 cup Blue Mt. Ground 

pepper  
Or 1/3 cup black pepper  

Plum Chutney 

• 1/2 cup cranberry sauce 
• 1/2 cup canned plums drained 

and chopped 
• 1/3 cup balsamic vinegar  
• 2 tablespoons sifted brown 

sugar  

Brush lamb with mint jelly. Place pepper on a greaseproof sheet 
and roll lamb fillet to coat evenly. 
 
Place lamb onto an oiled baking dish and bake for twenty minutes. 
Let stand for 10 minutes before slicing 
 
Chutney: combine all ingredients in a saucepan and bring slowly 
to the boil, stirring until the sugar is dissolved. Reduce to a simmer 
and cook, uncovered, for 20 minutes or until the mixture thickens. 
Chutney can be made up to three days ahead and stored in the 
refrigerator until required. 
 
Serve with baked potatoes, baked garlic and a salad of green 
leaves topped with fried bacon and bottled French dressing mixed 
with yoghurt, salt and pepper to taste. 

Contributor: Margaret E. Walker

 

 

 

 

  A delicious Australian native spice is Blue Mt. Pepper, which grows in the Blue Mountain rain forests of New South Wales, the 
rain forests of Queensland and Tasmania. The ground leaf has a very intense peppery flavor.
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Recipe for: Anzac Biscuits

  Anzac biscuits are comfort food.  Biscuits and 
cookies are the same thing depending on where 
you live, but Anzacs are never cookies.                   

To prepare: Preheat oven to 180°C (350° F for 15-20 minutes. 

Ingredients Directions 
• 1 cup all-purpose flour, 

sifted 
• 1 cup rolled oats (regular 

oatmeal) uncooked  
• 1 cup desiccated coconut  
• 1 cup brown sugar  
• 1/2 cup butter  
• 2 tablespoons golden syrup 

(or honey)  
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 

(bicarb of soda) 
• 2 tablespoons boiling water  

 
 

Combine flour, oats, coconut and sugar in a bowl.  
 
Melt butter and Golden Syrup (or honey) in a saucepan over 
a low heat. Mix baking soda with water and add to butter 
and Golden Syrup. Let cool slightly. Pour liquids into dry 
ingredients and mix well. 
  
Spoon dollops of mixture, about the size of a walnut shell, 
onto a greased tin leaving as much space again between 
dollops to allow for spreading.  
 
Cool on a wire rack and seal in airtight containers.  
recipe from www.inmamaskitchen.com 
 

Contributor: Margaret E. Walker   

Recipe for: Carrot and Cheese Salad

This recipe for carrot, golden sultanas 
and cheese salad comes to us from 
Australia.           

    To prepare: Serves: 4 - 6  
Ingredients Directions 
• 4 carrots, washed, peeled and 

grated  
• 2 cups cheddar or gruyere 

cheese, grated  
• 1 cup sultanas 
• Salt and pepper to taste 

 
 

Mix all ingredients together and season with salt and 
pepper.  

If sultanas are very dry, soak them in warm water for 15 - 20 
minutes, drain and dry before using. 

Refrigerate until served. 

 

Contributor: Margaret E. Walker
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Old Wombat:    I'm sorry I almost bumped into you. I'm blind. Nobody wants me around. 

Nobody ever thinks about me or helps me. I'm useless and worthless. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    Surely your life is not as bad as you make it sound. Grab my tail, and I'll lead 

you to some sweet grass. You can munch on some sweet grass and then have a 

cool drink of water. 

 

Narrator:    The old wombat grabbed the tail of the mother kangaroo, who led him to the 

sweetest, juiciest grass she could find. 

 

Old Wombat:    Thank you, Mother Kangaroo. You are very kind. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    Now where has my little joey hopped off to? Joey, where are you? I must go 

look for him. You stay right here, and I'll be back soon. 

 

Old Wombat:    I think I'll just lie in this tall grass and take a little nap. 

 

Narrator:    As the mother kangaroo searched for her little joey, the old wombat rested 

peacefully in the tall grass. She found her little joey fast asleep under a gum tree, 

but when she returned to the old wombat, she saw something moving in the 

bushes. 

 

Hunter:    What a good day for hunting! That old wombat fast asleep won't put up any kind 

of fight. 

 

Mother Kangaroo 

(shouting): 

   Run, Old Wombat! Run! A hunter is stalking you! 

 

Hunter:    My day has just become better. Instead of a wombat, I'll be feasting on kangaroo 

meat. 

 

Narrator:    The mother kangaroo hopped away as fast as she could with the hunter 

following closely behind her. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    I'm too tired to hop any farther. I'll hide in this cave. I hope that my little joey is 

safe. 

 

Hunter:    Where did that kangaroo hop off to? My good luck has turned into bad luck. I've 

lost the old wombat and the kangaroo. 

 

Narrator:    When the hunter was out of sight, the mother kangaroo left the safety of the cave 

to search for her joey. She found him just waking up under the gum tree. 
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Mother Kangaroo:    Hurry! We must make sure the old wombat is safe. 

 

Joey Kangaroo:    But where is he, Mother? The last time I saw him he was here among this sweet, 

juicy grass. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    I don't see him anywhere. 

 

Narrator:    The mother kangaroo and her joey searched among the sweet, juicy grass but 

could not find the old wombat. Instead they found a tall stranger wearing a cloak 

made of multicolored feathers. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    Who are you? 

 

Father of All 

Animals: 

   I am the Father of All Animals. I disguised myself as an old wombat, so that I 

could find the kindest animal in the land. That animal is you, Mother Kangaroo. 

You risked your life to save mine. I have a special present for you. Tie this piece 

of eucalyptus bark around your waist. 

 

Narrator:    The mother kangaroo tied the piece of eucalyptus bark around her waist. The 

bark turned into a soft fur pouch that became a part of her. 

 

Father of All 

Animals: 

   Now you will have a place to carry your joey to keep him safe when he is 

sleeping or to keep him from wandering off when you are busy with other tasks. 

 

Mother Kangaroo:    Thank you, Father of All Animals. This is a wonderful gift. I only wish that all 

the kangaroo mothers, the wallaby mothers, and the kangaroo rat mothers had 

pouches to keep their babies safe. 

 

Father of All 

Animals: 

   You have a very generous heart, and I will grant your wish. 

 

Narrator:    From that day on, all the marsupial mothers have had pouches to carry their 

young to keep them safe. 
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Money Worksheet #1 
How much is shown? 

1. How much is shown? 

 
 
 
Answer: $_______ 

2. How much is shown? 

 
 
Answer: $________ 

3. How much is shown? 

 
 

 
 
Answer: $_________ 

4. How much is shown? 

 
 
Answer: $_________ 

5. How much is shown? 

 
 
Answer: $________ 

6. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $________ 

www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/make-your-own/money-worksheets 
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Money Worksheet #2 
How much is shown? 

1. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
 
Answer: $_________ 

2. How much is shown? 

 
 

 
 
 
Answer: $_________ 

3. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $_______ 

4. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $________ 

5. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $_________ 

6. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
 
Answer: $___________ 

www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/make-your-own/money-worksheets 
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Money Worksheet #1 Answer Sheet 
How much is shown? 

1. How much is shown? 

 
Answer: $50.35 

2. How much is shown? 

 
Answer: $20.80 

3. How much is shown? 

 
 
 
Answer: $50.15 

4. How much is shown? 

 
Answer: $20.40 

5. How much is shown? 

 
Answer: $20.95 

6. How much is shown? 

 
Answer: $ 5.55 

www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/make-your-own/money-worksheets 
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Money Worksheet #2 Answer Sheet 

How much is shown? 

1. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
 
Answer: $5.70 

2. How much is shown? 

 
 

 
 
 
Answer: $5.30 

3. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $5.60 

4. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $5.90 

5. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
Answer: $20.20 

6. How much is shown? 

 

 
 
 
Answer: $100.30 

www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/make-your-own/money-worksheets 
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Magic Tree House: Dingoes at Dinnertime 

Name___________________________________Date_______________ 
VOCABULARY MATCHING 

 
 

Match the vocabulary words to their definitions. 
 
 
Drought     a thin puff or streak 

Haughty     the first people of Australia 

Marsupial     an animal with big feet 

Moisture     small or low trees  

Aborigines     a loud harsh crying 

Scrubby     proud 

Wisp      long period with no water    

Baying     to shake quickly without control 

Macropod     a small quantity of water 

Trembling     animal mothers that carry their babies in a 
      pouch  

 

 

©2006abcteach.com 
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Vocabulary Multiple Choice  

 

Choose the correct definition for each vocabulary word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. drought  

a. an animal with big feet 

b. a long period with no water  

c. a loud harsh crying  

2.  haughty 

a. proud  

b. animal mothers that carry their babies in a 

pouch 

c. small or low trees 

3.  marsupial  

a. to shake quickly without control 

b. a small quantity of water 

c. animal mothers that carry their babies in a 

pouch  

4. moisture  

a. the first people of Australia 

b. a small quantity of water 

c. a thin puff or streak 

5. Aborigines 

a. a loud harsh crying  

b. a long period with no water 

c. the first people of Australia 

 

6. scrubby 

a. a small or low trees 

b. proud  

c. an animal with big feet 

7. wisp 

a. to shake quickly without control 

b. a thin puff or streak 

c. proud 

8. braying 

a. a loud harsh cry 

b. an animal with big feet 

c. animal mothers that carry their babies in a 

pouch 

9. macropod 

a. the first people of Australia 

b. small or low trees 

c. an animal with big feet 

10. trembling 

a. proud 

b. to shake quickly without control 

c. a small quantity of water 
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Australian Vocabulary 

Write the definition and a sentence for each vocabulary word. 

1. drought   

(Definition)______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  haughty 

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  marsupial  

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. moisture  

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Aborigines  

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

236



6. scrubby  

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. wisp 

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. braying 

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. macropod 

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. trembling 

(Definition)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sentence)________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers: 

 
Vocabulary Matching: 
1. drought – a long period with no rain 
2. haughty - proud 
3. marsupial – animals mothers that carry their babies in a pouch 
4. moisture – a small quantity of water 
5. Aborigines – the first people of Australia 
6. scrubby- small or low trees 
7. wisp – a thin puff or streak 
8. braying – loud harsh crying 
9. macropod – an animal with big feet 
10. trembling – to shake quickly without control 
 
Multiple Choice Answers: 
1. B 
2. A 
3. C 
4. B 
5. C 
6. A 
7. B 
8. A 
9. C 
10. B 
 

 

****Note: flash cards with definition and word wall cards for vocabulary words 

have been provided**** 

Vocabulary Matching worksheet provided by www.abcteach.com and can be used along 
with Mary Pope Osborne's Magic Tree House book Dingoes at Dinnertime. 
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/basics/reading/book_units_vocabulary_enrichment/magic_tree_house/#22286 
  
Vocabulary Multiple Choice and Australian Vocabulary worksheets were teacher made. 
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Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth - Eighth 
 Grade Activities 
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a. Environment and Geography.  

 

Refer to the physical map. Label all the geographic landmarks to their designated spot on 

this map.  

 

A. The Great Dividing Range 

B. Tanami Desert 

C. Hamersley Range 

D. Shark Bay 

E. Indian Ocean 

F. Lake Eyre  

G. Lake Woods  

H. Arafura Sea 

I. Nullarbor Plain 

J. Great Victorian Desert 
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b. Climate  

 

Which regions in Australia would be most favorable to live in according to its climate?  

 

A. Desert 

B. Grassland 

C. Temperate 

D. Tropical 

 

Which climate is your favorite? Explain why. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Natural Resources 

 

__________________ __________________ are one of the factors that determine a 

country’s wealth and stability. Examples of these are __________________, 

__________________, __________________, __________________, 

__________________, __________________, __________________, 

__________________, and __________________ __________________. 

 

d. Immigrants/Migrants 

 

If you were to migrate to Australia, which part of the country will you go and why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

 

e. Tourism 

 

List the 8 different tourist attractions in Australia. To its right, draw what you like about 

it. 

 

1. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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2. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

3. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

4. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

5. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

6. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

7. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

8. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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A. Government  

 

Write the similarities and differences of the Australian government with the American 

government.  

 

 
 

B. Economy  

 

How can natural resources affect the economy?  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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C. National Symbols  

 

Choose one national symbol and fill out the KWL chart below.  

 

 

 

 

 

What I already know 

 

What I want to know 

 

What I learned 
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Part IV.  

 

Answer the following questions: 

 

Ancient History 

 

1. The first people recorded to be the first on Australia were the ______________.  

 

Indigenous Groups – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 

 

2. The ______________ and the ___________   ____________   ____________ are the 

    people who migrated 40,000 years ago in search for land.  

 

Explorers 

 

3. Portuguese, Dutch, and Spanish ships sailed to Australia in the ________. In  

    _________, the Dutch landed at the Gulf of Carpentaria. In 1616, the territory became  

    known as New Holland. The British came to Australia in ____________.  

 

European Settlement  

 

List the six colonies along with the date they were established by ex-convicts and free 

settlers:  

 

1. _________________________________ 

2. _________________________________ 

3. _________________________________ 

4. _________________________________ 

5. _________________________________ 

6. _________________________________ 

 

Modern Era – Commonwealth of Australia 

 

Explain what Australia became known for: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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National Heroes  

 

Fill in the blanks: 

 

a.   Ned Kelly    c. Daniel Deniehy   e. Jack Lang 

b. “Banjo” Paterson      d. Henry Lawson 

 

__________1. He was known to be an Australian nationalist and one of the pioneers in 

                        independent Australia. 

__________2. He is known as an outlaw and folk hero. 

__________3. He was one of the most renowned Australian writers whose poetry and  

  short stories are widely read because his works sketch the ongoing  

  development of Australia's national unity. 

__________4. He opposed the “New Southwest Whales Constitution” and therefore 

spoke up for the widespread democracy. 

__________5. Also known as Bush Poet and Nationalist Patriot. He is famous for his  

  poetry and stories which are recognized even today. His writings are  

  considered the best works of Australia's national culture which is said to  

  suggest a strong resemblance with the Australian community. 

 

G. Merging Cultures 

 

If you were to settle in Australia, how would you, as a person, influence Australia’s 

culture?  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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