
 
 

 
Rededication Celebration events were held January 7-12, 2010 to 
commemorate the completion of a three year total building renovation 
of the Idaho State Capitol. 

As many citizens and groups of Idahoans who could participate or 
attend were involved in activities including special tours, receptions, 
local music and entertainment, a public rededication ceremony 
broadcast live, statewide via public television and historical 
presentations featuring planners and architects of the project, not the 
least who was the grandson of the original building’s architect. 
 
In 1998 a new Capitol Commission was re-formed to mirror the mission 
of the 1905 original group by overseeing the preservation, restoration 
and rehabilitation of the Capitol.  Seven months prior to the 

rededication date a 14-member sub-committee of the 501(c)3 Capitol 
Commission was formed to spearhead the celebration aspect of the 
project.  It was comprised of several Capitol Commission members, 
Boise City officials, historians and SHOWS ETC. as the event producer. 
 
$75,000 had been set aside by the Capitol Commission for the 
celebration with the balance of the anticipated budget ($60,000) raised 
through sponsorship, contributions and merchandise sales.  After 
expenses, $24,000 reverted back to the Idaho Capitol Commission’s 
ongoing building maintenance endowment. 

 
Five days of events saw 23,500 visitors enter the newly refurbished 
Idaho Capitol Building.  Three volunteer coordinators loaned their time 
and enthusiasm to lead and manage over 200 volunteers who served as 
tour guides, greeters, runners, operation and set-up labor, security 
assistance and entertainment. 
 
 
 



 
The Capitol Commission’s request of the Celebration Committee from 
the beginning was that the Building be the star of the events.  Of 
course, when dealing with elected officials and politicians, this gets 
tricky! 
Events were built to both highlight the restoration, as well as the 
craftsmen who brought the building back to life. Other components the 
committee wanted covered by events included education, statewide 
outreach, a lasting legacy and overall celebration for the people. 
 
Thursday, January 7, 2010 
A VIP reception in the Capitol thanked restoration artisans, craftsmen, 
architects, plumbers, landscapers and their families. This evening was 

by ticket only to control security, but as many of these entities who 
wanted to attend were able to do so. Sponsors had a fantastic time 
mingling and touring with the workers and hearing their first-hand 
stories of their time spent on this historical project. Hors d’oeuvres and 
beverages were served and Idaho musicians entertained the crowd of 
4,000. 
 
Friday, January 8, 2010 
The second VIP reception was given for elected officials and state 
workers to experience their special look at the building before officially 

reopened to the public. Media were given tours earlier in the day to 
promote the Rededication Ceremony for Saturday. The Governor hosted 
sponsors in his newly refurbished office before the formal reception 
began.  Hors d’oeuvres and beverages were served for these ticketed 
guests and Idaho musicians entertained the crowd of 3,000. 
 
 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 
The public opening of the Capitol Building was composed of two parts: 
 

*A Rededication Ceremony was held at noon, on the front steps of the 
building and was reminiscent of the first dedication ceremony held in 
1920. An open e-vite was circulated for all citizens of the state of 
Idaho, as well as neighbors, to come take part.  The short, BRISK, 30-
minute ceremony was broadcast statewide live on Idaho Public 
Television and featured the 25th Army Band, Idaho State Capitol 
Commission Chairman, an invocation from a neighboring church, the 
Pledge of Allegiance from an elementary student, the National Anthem  
 



 
from the Army Band and 250 person choir that emerged from the 
audience and a military tribute by and injured war veteran. 
 
While everyone would have liked to speak at an historic event like this, 
those who were selected chose pertinent information to share on the 
history or restoration of the building. Current and former elected 
officials were invited to stand on the steps surrounding the podium to 
show their support for this ten year journey. 
The choir, now formed on one side of the steps, performed a 
commissioned composition that celebrated the meaning of the design 
and purpose of the building for the People of Idaho.  (two full choir 
rehearsals but only ONE with the 25th Army Band!) 

The Governor was presented with a large key that a legislator had 
carved out of Red Oak from a tree President Benjamin Harrison had 
planted on the grounds in 1891. 
 
*As the crowd of 10,000 moved through all entrances to the Capitol 
musicians once again delighted and even played a fiddle made from the 
same Red Oak. 
Greeting the children, “Ida”, a character from a book written by the 
First Lady, came to life. She gave out books to attendees, while sets 
had been delivered earlier to 35 participating libraries across the state.  

Those libraries were simultaneously hosting their own “Ida”-themed 
Rededication parties and watching the ceremony on public television. 
Volunteer guides had maps and historical facts to share with guests as 
they toured all five floors of the building. 
 
The first ever Gift Shop opened with special Rededication Celebration 
merchandise including “Ida” books, dated wooden Red Oak keys and 
crystal blocks showing the building’s architecture in 3D.  These crystal 
blocks were given to the top most sponsors. Watercolor prints from an 
architectural view of the building were given to legislators and 

committee members. Each volunteer received one of the small wooden 
keys inscribed with the Rededication date. 
 
Sunday, January 10, 2010 
Volunteer tour guides once again helped educate 5,000 guests as they 
led themselves around the open building. Idaho musicians entertained 
from noon-5pm. 
 
 



 
Monday & Tuesday, Jan. 11-12, 2010 
Volunteer guides manned stationary points of interest in the building as 
it opened for regular business hours for the first time in three years. 
Many of these guides have gone on to establish the Capitol Docent 
program used currently. 
Presentations were made each afternoon and night to special groups.  
The Chairman of the Capitol Commission, who is also an architect, and 
Charles Hummel, the grandson of the Capitol’s original architect 
enthralled up to 1,000 guests with a 45-minute narrated slide show. 
 
Idaho Public Television ran a 30-minute preview of their “Capitol of 
Light” documentary each day in the building, as well as broadcasting it 

statewide.  This documentary followed the restoration of the Capitol 
Building from day one.  The completed version, shown and available for 
sale in March, also included footage from the receptions, the full 
Rededication Ceremony and the days after as part of the Capitol 
Legacy.  Celebration funds provided copies of these DVDs to every 
school in the state and helped build a new, interactive website geared 
to elementary students and teachers. 
 
Attendance and response surpassed EACH of the commission’s and 
committee’s goals and expectations of public interest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Promotional & Marketing 
 

We went grass-roots for this.  All state workers 
received an interactive e-vite inviting them and anyone 

else to the ceremony. Addressees were asked to 
forward the e-vite to their mailing lists.  There was a 
tie-in on the website where guests could go in and 

“check the box” if they were going to attend.  We didn’t 
need the numbers but felt citizens would enjoy the 
process of the e-vite becoming more personal. 

Idaho Public Television promoted their coverage of the 
broadcast and the documentary “Capitol of Light” and 
showed the First Lady of Idaho inviting all Idahoans to 
come to the party. 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Media Outreach 

 
All traditional media were treated evenly to encourage 
all to cover the renovation and events.  A partnership 

had been set up three years prior with Idaho Public 
Television to include statewide event broadcasts, event 
promotions and the new kid-centered educational 

website. 
SHOWS ETC. began work with IPTV on the statewide 
broadcast of the Rededication Ceremony seven months 

before the event date. 
The education, outreach, lasting legacy and celebration 
angles of this entire project each warranted and earned 
press across the state. 

 
 

 



 
 

Merchandise 

 
The first ever gift shop opened in the refurbished 
Capitol Building and was a great excuse to sell 

Rededication Celebration gifts. 
Many of the sponsor, committee and volunteer gifts 
were available in one form or another for purchase, but 

that lent the items a tangible value for the receiver. 
All items in the gift shop created for the Celebration 
sold out, many by Saturday. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



SOLD in New Gift Shop 
*Items given to Sponsors, Volunteers or as Outreach 

 

 
 

Crystal Blocks on Light Bases* 
Small Crystal Version as Key Chains 

Watercolor Print by Paul Brown* 
Small Idaho Flags (given out at ceremony, sold later) 

Small Wooden Keys* 

“Ida Visits the Capitol” book* (hardback) 

Wooden jewelry boxes 
Wooden pens 

Pen boxes 
Idaho Marble paper weights 

Plush Eagle as featured on Kids Website 
 

 



 
 

Sponsor Program 
 
Well, needless to say, it wasn’t the greatest year to go 
out looking for underwriting for a public, special event.  

Or so we thought. 
A program was developed to build events that were 
good for the Celebration but that would fit into a 

sponsor’s budget and needs.  Menu items for 
consideration were the Ida/Library Book Program, the 
VIP Receptions, the Choir and the commemorative 

booklet. 
Idaho corporations were approached with specific 
events in mind and when those were all taken up the 
rest were happy to contribute to the general 

Rededication Celebration fund. 
Enticements to underwrite included tickets to the VIP 
Receptions, special inclusion on the steps at the 

ceremony, signage in the Capitol, notation in the 
commemorative booklet and unique Idaho Capitol 
merchandise different than what was available for sale. 

 
 
 



 
 

Volunteer Program 

 
The primary concern with putting the word out for 
volunteers was being overrun!  As soon as people heard 

there was a way to see the building before it opened we 
had their commitment. 
Two volunteers with strong volunteer management 

backgrounds teamed with a former legislative worker to 
coordinate over 200 citizens for any number of jobs 
over the five days. 

Each received a specially carved key made from the 
Red Oak wood that President Harrison planted.  These 
were dated and highly coveted as one of our most loved 
legislators carved all of the wooden tokens used for 

these events. 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Community Outreach 
 
Inviting the citizens of a large, spread out state to 
attend an outdoor ceremony on one day in the middle 
of the wettest, coldest month of the year has its’ 

challenges.  By including the far reaching rural areas of 
the state through the public libraries we were able to 
extend the invitation to be a part of the celebration, 

and plan to visit when warmer. Over 400 “Ida Visits the 
Capitol” books were donated to libraries who agreed to 
host Celebration parties in conjunction with the Idaho 

Public Television broadcast of the Rededication 
Ceremony.   
 
Another way to include Idahoans from near and far was 

to give them a piece of history.  An Idaho shaped 
plaque for each city (204) and county (44) was carved 
with wood from historic Capitol grounds trees by our 

super-legislator-carver. Each one was mailed to 
coincide with the Rededication Ceremony to the People 
of that County/City in care of their County/City and 

instructed to hang in public view. 



 
 

Website/Multi-Media 

 
Social media was something very new for a state, 
governmental entity to try for garnering enthusiasm 

and promotion. 
 
The Capitol Commission’s webpage included a webcam 

to show construction progress and gave information, 
when appropriate, about public events like the 
Rededication Ceremony.  A twitter account told of 

construction and event updates. 
 
The e-vite also asked guests to visit the site and let us 
know if they would be attending. By January 7 948 

people had responded they would attend the ceremony! 
 

 

 



 
 

Support 
  
Deadlines loomed with major work left to be done and 
10,000 guests dropping by!  And live TV and tenants 
moving in while you are running TV cable and new 

building rules and REALLY cold weather AND 
POLITICIANS!   
* Cold weather helped by keeping lots of folks at home 

and watching on TV.  Terrific scripting and teamwork 
with IPTV meant the ceremony WOULD be on time. 
* The short time frame for the politicians to move in 

before the session started got the elected officials in 
town for the Celebration. 
* Addressing the elected officials and giving them 
appropriate roles to play for the Ceremony was 

mandatory.  
* One of the best stories to come out of the whole 
Celebration, beyond the beautiful building, was that 

construction was done 1 Day Ahead of Schedule and 
UNDER BUDGET!  This put a shining star on all of our 
good efforts. 

 
 
 



 
 

b. International? 
Idaho has a short “history” life in comparison to the 

rest of the world.  But it is a wonderful history that 
each citizen carries with pride. 
Events for this Rededication were not created to be a 
World-Spectacle, but rather to present the “star” of the 

event to the world through the areas of education, 
community outreach, lasting legacy, and history.  
Each event was befitting of the subject…Of the People, 

By the People, For the People – Of Idaho. 
 

c. Why us? 

In cooperation with the Idaho Capitol Commission and 
the Rededication Celebration Committee we were able 
to meld special event resources that were proud to be a 
part of this “once in a century” event including live 

Statewide broadcast TV, audio-visual presentation to a 
large outdoor audience, food and beverage service, 
merchandise sales and gifts and exceptional volunteers.  

Each event was made special for those attendees on 
site or those who watched from home or their local 
library. Through the experience shared statewide we 

also created the desire for citizens to come visit Their 
Capitol again, or for the first time. 
 

 



 
 

VIP Receptions 
 

                                         
 

 

 

 



  

VIP Receptions 
 

 

 

 

Sponsor Gifts & Merchandise 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Volunteer Program 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Sponsor & Volunteer Credentials 

 

Tours 
 

 
 

 

 

 



      
 

Ceremonial Key Carved by Rep. Max Black   at Ceremony & Renovated Ceremonial Office 
 

Community Outreach 

Programs 
 

 

 

      
 

 

Elected Officials on Front Steps Inviting the Citizen’s of Idaho back into the People’s House 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

“Ida” of “Ida Visits the Capitol” book written by Idaho’s First Lady Lori Otter 

 

Community Outreach 
Programs 

 

 

 
 

Idaho Capitol Commission Chairman Architect Andy Erstad with  
Architect Charles Hummel, Grandson of the Idaho State Capitol’s first architect 

 

 

 

 



      
 

Musician on right is playing a fiddle made from Red Oak tree planted by President Benjamin 
Harrison on Idaho State Capitol grounds.  Tree was removed for disease and construction. 

Community Outreach Programs 

      
25th Army Band and Sergeant First Class John Carter, Iraq War Veteran 

 

 
“Heather, Here is a photo of one of the children that received an "Ida Visits the Capitol" book.   

We included an Idaho shaped cookie cutter. Her name is Hannah. Thanks, Jean”      
Priest River and the West Bonner Library District 


